
by Jon Massimino, 3L
Law Weekly

Last Thursday, the Federalist
Society presented an event entitled,
"The Morning After: Judicial
Nominations and Confirmations, A
Debate on the Current Status of
Affairs." The well-attended occasion,
featuring Manuel Miranda, the Chief
Counsel of the office of U.S. Senate
Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-Tenn.),
was originally designed to be a debate
between Miranda and Jeffrey Berman,
Chief Counsel of the office of U.S.
Senator Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.).
However, a last second cancellation by
Berman turned the event more into a
presentation by Miranda on the cur-
rent state of the judicial nomination
and confirmation process, and then a
question and answer session open to
students. More than 30 students
attended, and Miranda was more than

willing to stay after and talk with stu-
dents one-on-one.

Alex Henlin, 3L and Vice
President of the Federalist Society,
described the event, "Yesterday's

event was meant to be a discussion
forum on the state of judicial nomina-
tions. Specifically, in light of the U.S.

by Jenny Cieplak, 2L
Law Weekly

One ordinarily wouldn't think
that tax policy and civil rights law
have much in common, but Professor
Stephen Cohen would beg to differ.
Cohen, a Professor of Taxation and
Human Rights at Georgetown,
recently wrote an amicus brief in the
case of Biehl v. Commissioner for the
9th Circuit, and this case has impli-
cations for both tax law and Title VII
cases. Last Wednesday he presented
a discussion of his experiences, argu-
ing the case to an audience of inter-
ested tax students. 

Cohen originally became inter-

by Mark Leighton, 3L
Law Weekly

The Office of Career Services held
an information session last Tuesday
on Supreme Court clerkships with
three professors who had clerked at
the Court. The professors explained
the process of hiring and dispensed
advice on how and whether students
should apply. Professors on the panel
were Neal Katyal, Peter Rubin, and
James Forman, who clerked for
Justices Breyer, Souter, and
O'Connor, respectively. The three
took turns explaining and demystify-
ing this rarefied world.

Katyal began by running through
some basics of applying. He
explained that it is common for peo-
ple to apply several times, in order to
increase their chances. "There is no res
judicata effect" on your application, he
joked. Rubin revealed that he had
applied twice - once as a 3L, and

by Alaina Dartt, 2L
Law Weekly

Professor Father Robert F.
Drinan was recently awarded the
2003 Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt
Institute's Freedom of Worship
medal. Fr. Drinan was honored Nov.
15 at the Franklin D. Roosevelt
Presidential Library in Hyde Park,
New York for his achievements in
the field of freedom of worship. The
award is part of the Four Freedoms
annual awards given by the
Roosevelt Institute to commemorate
the famous four freedoms pro-
claimed by President Roosevelt in
his Jan. 6, 1941 speech: freedom of
speech and expression, freedom of
worship, freedom from want, and
freedom from fear. Previous medal
winners include such distinguished
Americans as President Truman,
President Kennedy and President
Carter, Justice William Brennan and
Justice Thurgood Marshall, Coretta
Scott King, Elie Weisel, Thomas P.
O'Neill, Mary McGrory, and
Katharine Graham.

The Institute calls Fr. Drinan
"one of the most significant advo-
cates for human rights of his genera-
tion." A Jesuit priest who served five
terms as a Congressman represent-
ing Massachusetts' 4th

Congressional District before joining
the faculty in 1981, Fr. Drinan has
remained at the forefront of human
rights issues. According to the
Institute, "Fr. Drinan has assumed
leadership positions on some of the
most defining issues of our day,
including abortion, where he
remains one of the most consistent
defenders of a woman's right to
choose." 

In his acceptance speech, Fr.

Drinan proclaimed, "The right to
worship is now more important than
ever before in human history. The
threat of wars based on religions is
now forbidden by global law. The
moral and spiritual forces that are
pressing to outlaw wars based on
religious difference must be intensi-
fied. That is why the emphasis on the
freedom of worship is a transcen-
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Georgetown Outreach - 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

Before you go home for
Thanksgiving, give someone some-
thing to be thankful for! Give the gift
of life!  Georgetown Outreach is spon-
soring a Red Cross Blood Drive on
Monday, Nov. 24. Even if you don't
have an appointment, come by
between 12 and 6 p.m. And if you
need more convincing, think about the
cool T-shirt and free snacks! Please e-
mail Tamara Killian at
trk4@law.georgetown.edu to schedule an
appointment or to ask any questions.

      

Maritime Law Symposium
A yearly program sponsored by

Professor Gerald Malia and featuring
several GULC graduates will take
place on Monday, Dec. 1, from 5:45 -
7:45 p.m. in Room 437. This year’s
topic will be Maritime Security and
Other Current Maritime Issues. All
students are welcome. Refreshments
will be served.

      

Mass Schedule 
Sunday Mass will be celebrated in

the Chapel at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. Daily
masses will continue to be held daily
at 12:15 p.m. and Mondays and
Wednesdays at 5 p.m. in the Chapel.

      

Attention Graduating 
Students! 

The Graduating Class Gift
Program needs you! Make a gift to
your favorite Law Center program
and help increase your section's par-
ticipation rate. Remember that a gift of
just $5 counts towards participation.
The section with the highest participa-
tion rate on Dec. 1 will win a free
happy hour at the Irish Times. And for
gifts of $15 or more, you will receive a
Class of 2004 T-shirt. Please pick up a
pledge form from the Office of Student
Affairs and make your gift before Dec.
1. E-mail Sara at ses57@law.george-
town.edu with questions.

      

Military Law Society 
Happy Hour

Please join us for the Military Law
Society's Pre-exam Happy
Hour/Social at Kelly’s Irish Times on
Thursday, Dec. 4 starting at 8 p.m. We
hope to see you there.

      

International Women’s
Human Rights Clinic -

Summer Internships in Africa
A grant from US AID will pay for

up to four summer interns to work
with African women’s rights groups.
The deadline for applications is Dec. 5.

      

Angel Tree Book Drive
Share the gift of reading! Once

again, the Office of Student Affairs
along with the Christian Legal Society
and the Catholic Forum will be taking
contributions for the Georgetown
Angel Tree book drive. Books will be
distributed to local schools and tutor-
ing projects. Simply select an Angel
from the tree in the Office of Student
Affairs, Room 170,  and buy a book for
the child described on the Angel card.
Return books by Dec. 5 and
Georgetown students will wrap and
deliver your gift. For more informa-
tion, please visit http://data.george-
town.edu/president/angel/beneficiary.htm

      

SBA Meeting Tonight
Please come to the next meeting

on Monday, Nov. 24 at 9 p.m.

      

Choice - Something to 
be Thankful For                 

Join Law Students for Choice and
the American Constitution Society on
Monday, Nov. 24 from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
for a panel on the right to choose and
a reception celebrating choice and the
creation of this new student group!
This event is supported by WLA and
WCC.

The first panel, from 4:30 - 5:30
p.m. in Room 207, will look at the right
to choose and contemporary chal-
lenges to choice, and will feature:
Karen Mulhauser, the first Executive
Director of NARAL Pro Choice
America; Crystal Plati, Executive
Director of Choice USA; Necole Irvin,
Director of Government Relations at
the National Abortion Federation; and
Jatrice Martel Gaiter, President of
Planned Parenthood of Metro
Washington. A reception will begin at
5:30 in the East Atrium outside OPICS,
and is an opportunity to give thanks
for choice, learn about Law Students
for Choice, and sign up to take part in
the historic March for Choice next
spring with LSFC, WLA, WCC, ACS
and others.

Visit www.lawstudentsforchoice.org
for more information about the group,
or e-mail mjj7@bulldog.georgetown.edu
with questions.

      

Public Interest/Government
Interview Program

Information on the annual
Georgetown/George Washington
Public Interest and Government
Interview Program will be available
soon. This year’s program will be held
on Saturday, Feb. 7, at the Marvin
Center on the George Washington
University campus. Last year, close to
100 non-profit and government agen-
cies interviewed students for summer
and permanent positions. Important
information on the registration
process and deadlines will be avail-
able after the Thanksgiving break.

Crossword solution on page 5

The Law Weekly would like to wish the
entire GULC community a happy

Thanksgiving and good luck on finals!
We’ll see you back next semester!



by Jon Massimino, 3L
Law Weekly

One of the highlights of the
Georgetown experience is the
opportunity to participate in one of
the summer programs offered by the
university. Last summer a program
was offered in London, but in previ-
ous years programs were offered in
both London and Florence, Italy.

Due to problems on the end of
Georgetown's Italian partners, for
the past two years the Florence pro-
gram has been conspicuously absent
from the school's offerings.
However, a new bond with the
University of Florence has been
forged to coincide with their open-
ing of a new law center, and the
Florence program will again become
available to students in the summer
of 2005.

James Feinerman, GULC
Professor and Associate Dean of
International and Graduate
Programs, detailed the sequence of
events that led to the loss of the
Florence program in the first place,
"We sublet space from a language
school in Florence which lost its
lease and could not find alternative
space in time for us to satisfy ABA
requirements about space for law
summer programs abroad." Various
ABA provisions demand not only an
acceptable academic program, but
also that American law students
involved in these programs have
access to normal legal facilities, such
as a law library, while enrolled in
the program. While the language
school did not have its own legal
facilities, one of Georgetown's for-
mer study abroad partners in
Florence, the European University
Institute, graciously offered use of
its facilities to GULC students.
However, the most basic of ele-
ments, a classroom, was still missing
once Georgetown could no longer
sublease from the school. Explained
Feinerman, "Their language school
lost their lease, and then we had no
where to go. They attempted to find
another place, but we were facing
the ABA deadlines, and we just
could not get enough reassurances
by the time we needed to."

Through an interesting sequence
of events, Georgetown Law will now
return to Florence next summer. The
University of Florence recently

became a sister university to
Georgetown at the undergraduate
level. One of the first visitors from
the University was one of their law
professors, who quickly expressed
enthusiasm at forming a new part-
nership in order to bring the
Florence program back on line. Since
the University of Florence has a new
building dedicated to the study of
law opening in the spring of 2004,

the professor quickly returned to his
institution to propose the arrange-
ment. According to Feinerman, their
faculty "approved it in something
like six days." Unfortunately, those
six days ended with about one day
left before the ABA deadline.

Feinerman again explained the
situation, "Due to ABA deadlines
and the need to qualify this arrange-
ment as a 'new' rather than a contin-
uing summer program because of
the change in location, we will have
to wait until summer 2005 to re-
open in Florence, which we shall
do." Even with the speed and recep-
tivity of the University of Florence,
there were just too many arrange-
ments that could not be made, even
with an extension granted by the
ABA. But the program is again
ready to go in summer 2005.

Feinerman is pleased with the
reappearance of the Florence pro-
gram, "We have always wanted to
stay in Florence. Florence has a lot of
ambient culture, in addition to all
the museums and other such things
that are there." As it turns out, this is
not the first time Georgetown has
been forced out of the Tuscan city.
"We left Florence once before. We
were with the European University
Institute from 1988 to 1994, and then
they could no longer accommodate
us, so we went to Germany. Even
though the program there was aca-
demically successful, it was never
quite as popular as the Florence pro-
gram. However, we still have facul-
ty exchange there," he explained.

The Florence program, as well as
the London program, has long been
not only enjoyable and academically
beneficial for GULC students, but
they have also been essential to the
ability of evening students to garner
enough credits to successfully trans-
fer into the day division after their
first year. Because the Florence pro-
gram offers six credits, while the
London program has not in the past,

students looking to make that trans-
fer have especially missed it.
However, not only will the Florence
program return to again ease that
transition, but plans have been
made to extend the London program
to a four-week program in order to
make it a six credit program as well. 

Expounded Feinerman, "The
decision to extend the London pro-
gram came about largely due to the
absence of the Florence program.
Without Florence, there was no six-
credit summer international pro-
gram that students could take. Such
an option is key for evening stu-
dents looking to transfer into the
day division. We pushed up our
summer schedule at Georgetown so
students could take two credits here
and then go to London, but it was
just too much of a headache for the
administration, so we just decided
to make the London program six
weeks. You can still go to London
for three weeks, four weeks, but the
tuition is a flat rate, so to get the
most bang for your buck go for the
full six weeks."

Georgetown is looking to
attempt new methods in the
Florence program with the newly
found support of a full legal pro-
gram. GULC Professors who go to
teach, who in the past have included
Professors Dinh, Wales, Tushnet,
and Menkel-Meadow, can look for-
ward to more team teaching with
University of Florence faculty in an
attempt to "coordinate between
GULC and Florence faculty to better
emphasize the comparative aspects
of the classes they are teaching,"
Feinerman says. He also cites the
mix of experiences, such as seeing a
foreign legal system in operation,
and meeting with all the interesting
class visitors and speakers, as
bonuses of the programs. Other
GULC faculty members who have
been big contributors to the Florence
program are Professors Abernathy
and Haft, whom Feinerman credits
with really getting the program off
the ground back in 1988.

Dean Feinerman is a big fan of
the study abroad programs in gener-
al, but recognizes that there are cer-
tain critics out there, "People can be
of two minds about the study
abroad program. The first is that all
you are doing is shipping American
law students abroad. What goes on
there could be done anywhere, you
could do this in Cleveland. I accept
that criticism, but there are benefits
to being abroad. There you have to
take the good and the bad."
Feinerman continued, "With anti-

U.S. tensions where they have been
over the past couple of years, it is
beneficial to know what others think
of you. There are also very valuable
out of the classroom events, such as
visits to court proceedings, and in
London there was a visit to
Parliament." Last year, the London
program also included organized
visits to the Royal Courts of Justice,
the Central Criminal Court, and The
Inns of Court.

Feinerman also sees a boost to
one's legal career as a result of par-
ticipation in these programs, "Part of
the experience of being a lawyer in
the latter part of the 20th century,
and now the beginning of the 21st, is
that there is an emphasis on teach-
ing people to be global lawyers.
There is no substitute for experience
in the total mix of things, and in
addition to the classes and other
international internship opportuni-
ties here we think we are doing a
good job of getting people ready."

GULC students are equal propo-
nents of the programs. James Bond,
3L, went after his first year at
Georgetown, "This was my first time
out of the country, so it was a pretty
big deal. While most of the students
I didn't know going into the pro-
gram, a lot of them were evening
students trying to transfer into the
day program, I made fast friends.
It's hard not to when you're some-
place where there's not too much
English being spoken."

Bond also appreciated the cul-
tural aspects of the Florence pro-
gram, "Classes were in the after-
noon, leaving you a chance in the
morning to sight see, sleep in, after
what was no doubt a very long and
'intoxicating' evening, and, for
some, hit the Gucci and Prada out-
lets. Hopefully next year's class-
rooms will be air-conditioned." 

Bond came up with an addition-
al benefit of the programs, "One of
the best parts of the program was
getting to know my professors out-
side of the classroom. Each of them
had a get-together at their apart-

ment. There were also times where
we dined with scholars and practi-
tioners of Europe. Add to this the
day-trips we took to places like
Chianti where we did a wine tasting,
Sienna, and San Giminiano, and you
have what ended up being a very
short four weeks.” 

Bond was able to sum it up in a
statement more GULC students will
hopefully soon be able to echo, "In
short, I'm glad I didn't miss this
opportunity."
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Summer in Florence study away program is reinstated

While the language school did not have its
own legal facilities, one of Georgetown's for-
mer study abroad partners in Florence, the
European University Institute, graciously
offered use of its facilities to GULC students.
However, the most basic of elements, a
classroom, was still missing once
Georgetown could no longer sublease from
the school. Explained Feinerman, "Their lan-
guage school lost their lease, and then we
had no where to go. They attempted to find
another place, but we were facing the ABA
deadlines, and we just could not get enough
reassurances by the time we needed to."

Dean Feinerman is a big fan of the study
abroad programs in general, but recognizes
that there are certain critics out there,
"People can be of two minds about the study
abroad program. The first is that all you are
doing is shipping American law students
abroad. What goes on there could be done
anywhere, you could do this in Cleveland. I
accept that criticism, but there are benefits
to being abroad. There you have to take the
good and the bad."
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Applications to high court require more than top grades
NEWSNEWS

again after clerking elsewhere. The
professors explained that many very
qualified people are turned down
because of the small number of slots.
Each justice may take four clerks,
and the Chief Justice five due to his
other burdens, although Rehnquist
only takes three, because, as Rubin
noted, he plays doubles tennis with
them. 

Katyal ran through other aspects
of applying, such as the importance
of a brief cover letter, as a long one
apparently makes one liable to be the
butt of jokes, and the timing of
applying. Applications generally go
out 18 months in advance of the start
of the job - for example, students are
applying now for the term beginning
in June 2005. The advanced schedule
leads to odd situations; Katyal noted
that the circuit court judge he was
clerking for wrote a recommendation
for his application even before Katyal
had started clerking for the judge. 

Recommendations are an impor-
tant part of the application, as well,
the panel emphasized. The Justices
look to people whose opinions they
trust to evaluate candidates, and
therefore students fair best with rec-
ommendations from those types of
people. Katyal described the process
as like a club, because the ones who
make it are not necessarily the best,
just the most connected. 

Rubin elaborated on the criteria
for recommenders. He said that stu-
dents need a relationship with a pro-

fessor that goes beyond having got-
ten an A in a class of 125. He sug-
gested becoming a research assistant
for professors as one step, although
as he and Forman both noted, just
being an RA isn't enough. The stu-
dent needs to do an excellent job at
being an RA to earn a recommenda-
tion. The professors also need to be
full-time, not adjunct, so the Justices
might be familiar with their work.

Other things that factor into the
hiring choices are the writing sam-
ples and diversity. The three profes-
sors agreed that journal experience,
particularly editing experience, is
important. Applicants with a more
academic writing sample might con-
sider submitting something more
practical, such as a brief, Rubin com-
mented. As for diversity, Katyal
noted it was a factor and told how
Justice Breyer had taken two men
and two women each year as a circuit
judge. 

One other important factor is
grades. "Top grades are critical,"
Rubin said flatly. "Work hard, study
hard, try to get the best grades you

can." He noted that the Law Center
had sent an average of one or two
students to the Court in recent years. 

Students in attendance asked
about the interview process, and
each professor had a different story
to tell. While Rubin's interview with
the then-newly appointed Souter
was substantive, Katyal's interview
with Breyer lasted eight minutes and
he heard nothing back until six

months later. Forman's with
O'Connor ran to personal talk,
including discussions of his family.
He also told of how she had glanced
at his resume, which consisted most-
ly of public interest work for the
NAACP and an anti-death penalty
group, and said, "It would appear
that you would disagree with most of
this Court's opinions." He answered,
"Yes" and was hired nonetheless.
Forman also shot down the rumor
that O'Connor insists on clerks who
have applied to all nine chambers, to
avoid getting clerks who were ide-
alogically motivated. He himself had
not applied to everyone and had
been hired. 

Forman also sought to dispel
some of the myths of the job. "It was
not mind-blowingly exciting, but
you'll look back at it as a good year,"
he commented. He urged students to
think about why they would want to
devote themselves to the rigors of the
application process. Forman asserted
that the clerkships were more valu-
able in academia than in actual prac-
tice, and warned students not to
rearrange their lives chasing some-
thing they might not want. As an
example of this, the professors cited
several positions in the Solicitor
General's office, which are taken
mainly by persons trying to burnish
their applications, as well as with
certain private practitioners with
relationships with a Justice. Katyal
seconded this, saying, "At some
point you have to realize there is
more to life." 

The weighty subject matter as
well as the workload were also com-
mented on. Katyal noted that he
worked from 7 a.m. to 12 a.m. every
day, and longer if there was an exe-
cution being appealed. Rubin picked
up on this aspect of the job, and
emphasized, "We had a substantial
role in putting people to death." He
asserted that clerks need to be able to
live with what they are putting into
law, and that he had seen some "soul-
searching" as clerks struggled with
decisions. 

Students interested in clerking
should contact Tom Urban in the
Office of Career Services for more
information. 

SUPREME COURT from page 1

One other important factor is grades. "Top
grades are critical," Rubin said flatly. "Work
hard, study hard, try to get the best grades
you can." He noted that the Law Center had
sent an average of one or two students to
the Court in recent years. 

Georgetown hosts discussion of interfaith relations
by Jenny Cieplak, 2L

Law Weekly

Last Monday, a discussion was
held between Imam Yahya Hendi,
Georgetown University's Muslim
Chaplin, and Dr. John Borelli of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,
on the topic of interfaith relations. In a
time of uncertainty and conflict
between people of different faiths, the
Campus Ministry wanted to hold a
dialogue between these ministers to
show the possibilities that peaceful dis-
course between religions could hold. 

GULC's own Sister Dorinda
Young began the event by referencing
the fact that this year is the 40th
anniversary of the papal encyclical
"Pacem in Terris," or "Peace in the
World." Sister Dorinda recalled "how
fragile peace is," and remembered how
the tragedies of past years had ripped
some people apart, but brought others
together. This event was meant as a fol-
lowup to the interfaith memorial serv-
ices on September 11, 2002, where stu-
dents and faculty of every faith came
together and prayed. Sister Dorinda
called this "a powerful healing experi-
ence," and hopes for more interaction
between students of different faiths. 

The two speakers displayed
fervent belief in the importance of
interreligious dialogue. Imam Hendi
believes so much in the importance of
interfaith relations that he spent three
years in a seminary studying the
Christian faith. He described interfaith
associations as "a subject very vital and
important in these days of ours." 

Dr. Borelli worked for the

Conference of Catholic Bishops in ecu-
menical and interfaith affairs, but even
before that his work consistently
revolved around interreligious dia-
logue. He began his speech by remind-
ing the audience that in one of the syn-
optic gospels, Jesus himself ministered
to other faiths. 

Hendi's speech centered around
textual analyses of the Koran and the
Bible, showing similarities between the
two texts and therefore the two faiths.
"We all follow the same path to God,"
he explained, stressing the connected-
ness of the three monotheistic reli-
gions. "When you go to the text itself,
you see that we are not worshipping
different Gods." The Koran contains
many references to Jesus and Mary,
and Jesus as well as Mohammed is
revered as a prophet by Muslims.
Hendi mentioned the idea that the
founders of both Christianity and
Islam come from a common ancestor,
Abraham. Abraham's son Isaac's line
led to Jesus and Christianity, while
Abraham's son Ishmael's line led to
Mohammed and the founding of
Islam. According to Hendi, Muslims
direct their prayer to Mecca because
Abraham's house was there, and
Abraham is the father of monotheism. 

Pointing out historical connections
between the two faiths, Hendi told the
audience about one of Mohammed's
wives who was a Christian, and con-
tinued to practice her faith in the
Prophet's household. Christ was
important to Mohammed, who called
him "my brother" and told Muslims
that they and Christians were brothers
also, on the same path to God. 

"Mohammed was sent to bring
guidance and mercy to the lives of
men," Hendi continued. He empha-
sized that the Koran orders Muslims to
show "the best form of kindness" to
Christians and Jews, to show them jus-
tice as God is just, and to appreciate
their culture. 

Dr. Borelli's portion of the talk con-
centrated on more recent events,
detailing his experience with interfaith
ministry. He worked for the
Conference of Catholic Bishops organ-
izing interfaith conferences in many
cities. In all of them, he observed,
"goodwill and hope were in abun-
dance." His experiences, he said, belied
those who say that true interfaith dia-
logue cannot take place. 

"There was a religious quality to
our sharing," he recalled, noting that
the events he participated in were not
shouting matches, arguments about

who is right, or compromises. Instead,
he felt a sharing between believers, not
an effort to meld all religions into one. 

"We deepen our beliefs and under-
standings as we study together,"
Borelli opined, emphasizing the need
to do more exegesis with believers of
other faiths. He regretted the fact that
all religions are judged by their extrem-
ists, but promised that "in the long run,
the truth will win." 

"This is the kind of dialogue we
need to be having," Sister Dorinda said
after the event, emphasizing that
Georgetown has been noted since its
founding for interreligious openness.
Archbishop John Carroll said at its
founding that he wanted to be recep-
tive to scholars of all faiths. Sister
Dorinda wants to continue this tradi-
tion. "We need more than tolerance,"
she explained, "we need an acceptance
of otherness." 

Photo by Jenny Ciepak, 2L
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GOP aide outlines problems with confirmation fights
NEWSNEWS

Senate's recent 40-hour session on the
subject, I wanted to present an event
that would assess the consequences to
the judicial system from the rapidly-
increasing level of partisan rancor over
who gets to sit on the federal bench."

Miranda, a graduate of
Georgetown as well as the University
of California at Hastings School of Law,
began by framing his points in what
has happened in the judicial nomina-
tion process since he last spoke at the
Law Center close to a year ago. He
began by stating that reaction to the
Republican efforts has been great, but
the media, prior to the talkathon, was
not adequately covering the issue. "It is
important for the media to think that no
one is paying attention to this. If they
believe no one is following it, they
won't cover it," he said.

Miranda went on to state that
despite the lack of a heavy media pres-
ence, many sources were siding with
the Republicans. He noted that the "edi-
torial count has come down to 260 edi-
torials in 100 newspapers in 44 states
siding with the Republicans on this
matter, whereas less than 20 percent of
those numbers were with the
Democrats before the recent talkathon."

The talkathon was a central topic at
the discussion, which Miranda
described as "an appeal to the middle,
as well as an effort to energize our base.
It was a positive experience because it
engaged the American public in not
only the judicial process, but it encour-
aged them to participate in some form
of discussion." Miranda said that he
was pleased to see individuals who
normally were not interested in legisla-
tive procedure to start asking questions
about filibustering and other congres-
sional methods.

Miranda also pointed to recent
polls that show the American public is
starting to side with the Republicans on
the issue, "Last week's polls showed
pretty much the constant positives and
negatives for both parties, with the
exception of the negatives for the
Democrats. The number one reason
people in the political middle turned
negative on the Democrats was the
obstruction of the judicial nominees.
Democrats believe that the vast middle
doesn't care about this, but Republicans
don't win by ignoring the vast middle."

Miranda went on to tell small para-
bles about the recent mid-term elec-
tions that further show the public is
beginning to engage more and more in
the judicial nomination process, "In the
states of Missouri, Minnesota, and
Georgia, for the most recent mid-term
election, the margins of victory were
less than the number of voters who
were single-issue, pro-life voters. Those
voters don't normally vote in mid-term
elections. The President went to those

voters in those states prior to the elec-
tions and spoke about his judicial nom-
inees. Although this issue was the
fourth spoken about by the President, it
was the most applauded."

Miranda told the story of Senator
Wayne Allard (R-Co.) who made a con-
certed effort to take his campaign to
Hispanic voters. Key to Allard's cam-
paign was his discussion of lowering
taxes, and the fact that Miguel Estrada
had yet to have been voted on in a
Congressional committee. Allard's
numbers went up 25 percent among the
Hispanic voters, and he ended up win-
ning by a small margin.

Miranda then took the Democrats
to task, stating that, "Democrats are
playing a dangerous game, in which
they are currently on the losing side."
Miranda went on to say that the
Democrats think they will win, but had
an interesting theory as to why he
believes the Democrats think they are
currently with the majority on this
issue, "Liberals associate with liberals
on the two coasts, in New York and
California, and they are totally missing
what the rest of America is doing and
they are not aware of it."

Miranda is certainly aware of the
Democrats' strategy, and offered his
opinion on it, "The Democrats have
attached the judicial nomination and

confirmation process to concerns like
the Pledge of Allegiance case, in addi-
tion to other social issues that will
weigh heavily on the mind of the
American voter in the next election,
and these issues will become more and
more associated with the judiciary."

Miranda also introduced the con-
cept of something he coined
"Schumerism," meaning an introduc-
tion of ideology into the judicial confir-
mation process. Miranda claimed that
"[t]his will effectively amend the
Constitution, and it is creating an
America we don't want to see where
people will depend on a judge's bias for
justice."

Finally, Miranda made it clear that
this issue is about much more than con-
firming a judge here or there, "This is a
bad situation, where half of the Senate
believes it is okay to politicize the nom-
ination process. The process has always
been somewhat political, but the poli-
tics were of the normal and acceptable
variety…The Democrats want judges
with bias, and that could not be more
profoundly un-American."

Miranda also emphasized the
courts as a foundation of the nation's
economic strength, which means pros-
perity and jobs, "Without a strong and
fair rule of law and the strength of the
nation's courts, we could be in big trou-
ble."

In the long run, Miranda sees
progress and noted that the fight is
going well, but he also forecasts bigger
issues ahead, "For every filibuster, for

every fight that we have over one nom-
inee, we have forced them to back off
three or four other nominees that other-
wise would not have confirmed…If
they do this to these nominations, they
could very easily do it to a Supreme
Court nominee."

The Federalist Society, which rec-
ognizes an orthodox liberal ideology
that advocates a centralized and uni-
form society currently dominating law
schools and the legal profession, was
founded on the principles that the state
should preserve individual freedoms,
and that the judiciary should say what
the law is, not what it should be. 

The organization is dedicated to
spreading conservative and libertarian
ideas within the legal community. The
national organization was founded in
1982 following a conference at Yale
Law School, at which attendees
expressed their profound dissatisfac-
tion with what was perceived to be the
prevailing liberal orthodoxy of the legal
academy. 

According to Henlin, "To this day,
we continue to believe that the best
way to spread conservative and liber-
tarian ideas is to provide an open
forum for discussion. To that end, our
events focus on speakers, panel discus-
sions, and conferences that are open to
all comers. We strongly believe that it is
our duty to put forward our perspec-
tive on issues so that individuals can
make an informed choice about what
they really believe."

The Georgetown Law chapter of
the Federalist Society was founded at
some point in the early 1980s, shortly
after the national organization came

into being in 1982. It underwent a
rebirth under the leadership of
Christopher Byrnes (C'99, L'02). Today,
the Federalist Society counts some sixty
active members. The Georgetown
chapter has an e-mail distribution list
that includes over 200 addresses.

Henlin was ultimately pleased
with the event, "The event furthered
the Society's goals by presenting the
conservative and, albeit to a lesser
extent in this event, libertarian perspec-
tive on the current judicial nominations
controversy. We were able to utilize
Georgetown's unique location - literally
just blocks from Capitol Hill - to bring
in speakers from Congressional offices,
where the law is literally being made.
The discussion was reasonable, people
had a chance to engage the speaker in
serious discussion, and Mr. Miranda
put forth a powerful critique of the lib-
eral orthodox position on judicial nom-
inations that I have not often heard here
at Georgetown Law."

FEDERALIST from page 1

Miranda also introduced the concept of
something he coined "Schumerism," mean-
ing an introduction of ideology into the judi-
cial confirmation process. Miranda claimed
that "[t]his will effectively amend the
Constitution, and it is creating an America
we don't want to see where people will
depend on a judge's bias for justice."
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dent call for the sacred brotherhood
that must permeate the entire globe."
Fr. Drinan also commended President
Roosevelt's commitment to freedom
of religion, saying, "President
Roosevelt echoed all of the noblest
aspirations of humankind when he
exalted the freedom to worship.
Today that call is again heard by the
entire human family. May it be heard
in a thousand villages and by all the
followers of every religion adhered to
by the children of God. And may God
deepen the faith of everyone here so
that no prejudice or bigotry may ever
darken our minds again."

Fr. Drinan received his B.A. and
M.A. from Boston College, his LL.B.
and LL.M. from Georgetown, and his
Th.D. from Gregorian University. In
addition, he has received twenty-one
honorary degrees from universities,
including Georgetown, Loyola
Chicago, Villanova, Syracuse, and
Santa Clara. He is an expert in the
areas of constitutional law, legal
ethics, and international human
rights, teaching courses in
International Human Rights,
Constitutional Law, Civil Liberties,
Legislation, Advances Legal Ethics,
and Professional Responsibility. Fr.
Drinan also served as Dean of Boston
College Law School prior to entering
Congress. While serving in Congress,
Fr. Drinan was chair of the
Subcommittee on Criminal Justice of
the House Judiciary Committee, trav-
eled on official Congressional delega-

tions to Vietnam, Thailand, Hong
Kong, China, and Japan, and traveled
on private delegations to the
Netherlands, South Africa, Sudan,
Israel, and the Soviet Union. 

Fr. Drinan continues to contribute
to the field of human rights in addi-
tion to his position as professor by
serving on the board of directors of
numerous organizations including

the World Hunger Education Service,
the International League for Human
Rights, the NAACP Legal Defense
and Education Fund, and the
Americans for Democratic Action. He
is one of the founders of the Lawyer's
Alliance for Nuclear Arms Control
and the National Interreligious Task
Force on Soviet Jewry, and has pri-
vately funded human rights missions
to Chile, the Philippines, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Argentina,
France, and Vietnam. Fr. Drinan also
serves as a member of the American

Bar Association House of Delegates.
While Fr. Drinan appreciates his

award, he says he hasn't thought
about it since he received it. "It was a
nice weekend. My family got to come
up. It was good for the church- good
for freedom of worship," said Fr.
Drinan. But he added that rather than
concentrating on what he has already
achieved it is time to move on. To that

end, he spoke to the Catholic Legal
Guild of Wisconsin last weekend, and
is looking forward to the release of
his newest publication, Religious
Freedom and the World, due out this
Spring from Yale University Press.

Fr. Drinan says his Catholic back-
ground and Jesuit training inspired
him to advocate for human rights,
including the freedom of worship. "In
1965, the Roman Catholic Church
proclaimed at Vatican II for the first
time in Catholic history that it would
never again exercise coercion on the

basis of religious belief. Every shad-
ow of coercion based on religion, the
second Vatican Council proclaimed,
is forbidden." 

Fr. Drinan tries to bring his pas-
sion for human rights to the class-
room, as well. "I don't indoctrinate,"
he said, "but I give lots of informa-
tion." Fr. Drinan often uses his per-
sonal experiences and accomplish-
ments as examples of the way the law
can be used to advance human rights.
He encourages students to "Join the
Jesuits. Go into the Peace Corps. We
need academics, but we also need
activists." But, he says, "You can do
human rights work in any number of
ways. I don't think there is any one
way. You don't have to do it full time.
I know great firms who do wonderful
things for human rights. You can talk
against the administration, you can
increase publicity."

In addition to Fr. Drinan's book
due out in the spring, he has written
extensively on human rights issues,
including his book The Mobilization of
Shame: A World View of Human Rights
and Cry of the Oppressed: The History
and Hope of the Human Rights
Revolution, and makes regular contri-
butions to law reviews, journals of
policy, and opinion columns. He also
founded and advises The Georgetown
Journal of Legal Ethics.

The other 2003 Freedom Medal
recipients are: Hon. George Mitchell,
Four Freedoms Medal; Studs Terkel,
Freedom of Speech and Expression
Medal; Dolores Huerta, Freedom
from Want Medal; Hon. Robert C.
Byrd, Freedom from Fear Medal.

Drinan brings passion for human rights into the classroom
DRINAN from page 1

Fr. Drinan says his Catholic background and
Jesuit training inspired him to become an
advocate for human rights, including the
freedom of worship. "In 1965, the Roman
Catholic Church proclaimed at Vatican II for
the first time in Catholic history that it would
never again exercise coercion on the basis
of religious belief. Every shadow of coercion
based on religion, the second Vatican
Council proclaimed, is forbidden." 



ested in the issues in Biehl because of
the tax consequences of Title VII
employment discrimination cases.
One such tax case is Spina v.
Commissioner.  The taxpayer in Spina
was a female police officer in Illinois
who was subjected to harassment
over a period of almost ten years.
Officers groped her, slashed her tires,
and left bags of feces and urine in her
locker. In the words of the judge who
heard her Title VII case, "it is difficult
to locate caselaw from this Circuit or
others that documents a plaintiff
who has endured such continuous
harassment at the hands of so many
different officers and superiors for
such an extended period of time."

After filing numerous adminis-
trative complaints, which were
ignored, Spina finally sued under
Title VII. Because of the extremity of
her case, the she was awarded the
maximum amount possible under
Title VII: $400,000, reduced from a
jury award of $2 million. Attorneys'
fees are also awardable under Title
VII, and the judge awarded Spina's
attorneys $800,000. 

Although this award sounded
like a clear win for Spina, the tax con-
sequences of that award soon proved
otherwise. Taxpayers are subject to
one of two types of taxes, the regular
tax or the alternative minimum tax,
whichever is higher. Under the regu-
lar system of taxation, attorneys' fees
are deductible as a miscellaneous
itemized deduction. But under the

alternative minimum tax, miscella-
neous itemized deductions are not
deductible at all. Thus, Spina's tax
liability would be $450,000 - more
than the entire amount awarded to
her. 

Professor Cohen saw this result
as frustrating Congress's intent in
establishing Title VII, as well as
deterring plaintiffs who would other-
wise file suit. He began discussing
ways out of the problem with his
wife, and got the chance to argue his
ideas in a recent wrongful termina-
tion case in which attorneys' fees
were also awarded. 

Other cases have turned on the
question of whether the attorney's
fee portion of the settlement must be
reported as income to the plaintiff,
and in most instances the IRS has
prevailed in its opinion that the
plaintiff must report the attorney's
fee portion, since it benefits the
plaintiff. 

A different tack than had been
argued in other cases was suggested
by Cohen - make the attorneys' fees
an above-the-line deduction, offset-
ting fully the attorneys' fees and
therefore making them irrelevant to
determination of tax liability. He
believed that attorneys' fees could be
included in a section of the tax code
that allows as an above-the-line
deduction any business expenses
incurred by an employee which are
reimbursed by his or her employer. 

Although the alternative mini-
mum tax was introduced to be a
more accurate measure of income,
Cohen argued that the plaintiff's

actual economic income was only the
net amount she received, not the
money that went to her attorneys.
The Tax Court judge admitted that
the result in Biehl's case "smacks of
injustice," but blamed it on the
"mechanical operation of the code."
However, there is no language in the
code that actually compels the result
reached by the Tax Court - instead,
the court read into the language a
requirement that the reimbursed
expenses need to be for the benefit of
the employer and that the employee
be a current employee. 

Litigation strategy was also one
of the topics Cohen discussed on
Wednesday. He stated that he would
have preferred a civil rights case to
get a more sympathetic plaintiff, but
since Biehl's case had already been
argued before the Tax Court under a
similar theory he felt the decision
should be appealed. He and his wife
wrote an article on the subject and
filed an amicus brief with the ninth
circuit where the case is now on
appeal. 

Cohen detailed the intricacies of
his arguments for his audience of
mostly Tax LL.M. students. The
arguments concentrated on several

previous cases in which the IRS had
taken positions contrary to those
they took in arguing the Biehl case.
Cohen insisted that although
Congress may not have intended for
attorneys' fees to be an above-the-
line deduction as employer-reim-
bursed expenses, the facts were con-
sistent with the language of the
statute. In Bob Jones v. United States,
the Supreme Court had ruled that if
new facts that Congress did not
anticipate arise, courts should deter-
mine whether the interpretation
would be consistent with the lan-
guage, purpose and legislative histo-
ry of the statute, not simply deny the
new construction. 

"I don't know what kind of opin-
ion we're going to get," Cohen
observed. He believes the blame for
the absurd tax results in a case like
Spina's truly lies on three institu-
tions: Congress, for not changing the
law; the Tax Court, for following the
IRS's flawed logic; and finally, the
IRS itself. "There's a real institutional
failure here," Cohen commented.
"The IRS says that if there's a prob-
lem, it's up to Congress to fix it - they
have no desire to interpret the law in
a way that's fair."
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Tax deterrent in civil rights cases harms plaintiffs

COHEN from page 1

Photo by Jenny Cieplak, 2L
Professor Cohen discussed the consequences of current tax law for civil rights
last week at a an event LL.M. tax students.

Construction worker dies
in fall at site near GULC

by Nicholas C. Erickson, 1L
Law Weekly

An unnamed 40-year-old con-
struction worker fell to his death on
Nov. 15, from the 11th floor of the
Washington Realtors Building, the
new thin, glass building being con-
structed between New Jersey Avenue
and First Street, N.W. He was evi-
dently working in a harness and
installing one of the glass panels to
the exterior of the building. Around
2:10 P.M., the panel broke free and the
man fell eleven floors to street below.
It was initially suggested that the har-
ness failed, but now it appears that he
clipped his harness onto a glass panel
that he believed was secure. 

Many students and staff saw the
response by police and firefighters to
the scene of the accident, which tied
up traffic and caused a minor com-
motion. Public Safety officers were
available to assist the investigation

and direct reporters to the correct
building. Nothing is yet known about
the man's identity. It is still unclear
what caused the panel to break free,
but OSHA is conducting an investiga-
tion.

Georgetown's own construction
project - the Hotung International
Center and the Sport and Fitness
Building - is being completed just
across the street, and there was some
initial confusion as to which project
the fatally injured man was working
on. According to Dean Wally
Mlyniec, there have been no serious
injuries on our construction site. The
project exceeds OSHA standards for
safety, with weekly safety meetings,
safety checklists, and periodic walk-
throughs by the contractor to remedy
any safety concerns. "Safety is usually
built into all projects," Mlyniec noted,
"and that is why accidents like that
one are rare, [but] sometimes acci-
dents will still occur."
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FOOTBALL
PICKS

Jon Massimino
"Green eyes, this is
for you."

Mark Leighton
"They say it’s lonely at the
top, but honestly, I haven’t
minded it these past nine
out of twelve weeks.”

This is it, the last week of picks! Despite the best
efforts of Avedis, Jon, and Audrey, Mark has held on

to his top spot for pretty much the entire year. But,
there is still enough time to make up a few games.
Meanwhile, the basement is a possibility for Tye...

Audrey Perry
"Whoo ha! I have
you all in check."

NFL WEEK THIRTEEN TYE AVEDIS ANNIE AUDREY JON MARK ALAINA EMY
Green Bay at Detroit Green Bay Green Bay Green Bay Green Bay Green Bay Detroit Detroit Green Bay
Miami at Dallas Miami Dallas Miami Miami Miami Dallas Miami Miami
New England at Indianapolis Indianapolis Indianapolis New England Indianapolis Indianapolis Indianapolis Indianapolis Indianapolis
Minnesota at St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis Minnesota St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis St. Louis
Buffalo at NY Giants Buffalo NY Giants NY Giants Buffalo NY Giants NY Giants Buffalo NY Giants
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Cincinnati Pittsburgh Cincinnati Cincinnati Cincinnati Cincinnati Cincinnati
Philadelphia at Carolina Philadelphia Carolina Philadelphia Philadelphia Philadelphia Carolina Carolina Philadelphia
San Francisco at Baltimore Baltimore Baltimore Baltimore San FranciscoSan FranciscoBaltimore Baltimore San Francisco
Atlanta at Houston Houston Houston Atlanta Atlanta Atlanta Houston Atlanta Atlanta
Arizona at Chicago Chicago Chicago Chicago Chicago Chicago Chicago Chicago Chicago
New Orleans at Washington New Orleans New Orleans Washington Washington Washington Washington New Orleans Washington
Denver at Oakland Denver Denver Oakland Denver Denver Denver Denver Denver
Kansas City at San Diego Kansas City Kansas City San Diego Kansas City Kansas City Kansas City Kansas City Kansas City
Cleveland at Seattle Seattle Seattle Seattle Seattle Seattle Seattle Cleveland Seattle
Tampa Bay at Jacksonville Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Tampa Bay Jacksonville Tampa Bay
Tennessee at NY Jets NY Jets Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee

Avedis Seferian
“I guess I’ve learned a
thing or two about
football, not the least
of which is that teams
playing for the older
states of the union are
better teams!”

Emy
Hancock
"Ok, next time
I’m betting on
kickers, start-
ing with Marc
Samuel, 3L."

Alaina Dartt
"Once again, cute animals
lose out in the long run."

STANDINGS W L PCT. GB
Mark 90 54 .625 -
Avedis 88 56 .611 2
Audrey 87 57 .604 3
Jon 87 57 .604 3
Annie 76 68 .528 14
Emy 72 72 .500 18
Tye 72 72 .500 18
Alaina 71 73 .500 19

Young NHL season already full of many surprises
by Michael Palisano, 1L

Law Weekly

I find that, with finals rapidly approaching, it's
best not to think about the impending doom
breathing down our necks, and to start thinking
about hockey. It seems like a logical progression;
after all, both involve extensive risk of pain that
somehow never stops attracting people. In fact, an
article on ESPN recently described the
Washington Capitals' situation in the neighboring
MCI Center as "Nightmare on F Street," a moniker
I believe is perfectly applicable to living in Gewirz
during this time of the year. And so, without fur-
ther ado, here is a quick rundown of what has hap-
pened in the NHL the first two months of the sea-
son. 

Atlantic Division - This is one area in which the
status quo has been dutifully preserved. The New
Jersey Devils and Philadelphia Flyers continue to
battle for the top spot, and probably will for the
rest of the year. The Stanley Cup Champion Devils
appear to be the better team, while the Flyers cling
to the top spot for now. However, it is only a mat-
ter of time before the usual backbiting prevails in
Philly - although there has been far less since the
departure of Eric Lindros - and the Devils knock
them out of first place. The New York Islanders
remain close behind, although perhaps not per-
forming as well as their fans expected. A poison-
ous locker room atmosphere in Uniondale has led
GM Mike Milbury to openly talk of trading his
players to other teams. Doesn't bode well for the
Isles. The team in last place is the Pittsburgh
Penguins, a team so clearly devoid of talent that
they are lucky to have the eleven points they now
have. However, there is a silver lining in the Steel
City in the form of rookie goaltender and number
one draft pick Marc-Andre Fleury, who is as good
as promised. Fleury is playing like the second

coming of Patrick Roy and is already a strong can-
didate for the Calder Trophy as the league's best
rookie.

Northeast Division - Rejoice Beantown! The
Boston Bruins have assembled an enviable 11-2-2-
3 record, 28 points, and are tied for the league's
best record. It's hard to decide what's more sur-
prising - the success of the Buffalo Sabres, who
already appear a lot closer to their form with
Dominik Hasek than the debacle of the past two
years, or the lack of success of the Ottawa
Senators, a team which many people predicted to
win the Cup this year. Coach Jacques Martin has
publicly questioned his team's work ethic, and GM
John Muckler will unquestionably take over the
team if he is not happy with either Martin's moti-
vation or his team.

Southeast Division - The tragic death of Dan
Snyder and the involvement of Dany Heatley
appears not to have distracted the Atlanta
Thrashers, who continue to play like a team with a
purpose, and are vying with the Tampa Bay
Lightning for the top spot. Overall, the Southeast
Division remains a cesspool of mediocrity, at the
bottom of which lies our hometown Washington
Capitals. The arrival of Robert Lang has improved
the play of the overpriced Jaromir Jagr but that has
not proved helpful to the Caps in extricating them-
selves from the morass. However the Caps also
made what has been the bonehead trade of the
year so far by trading locker room and fan favorite
Steve Konowalchuk to the Colorado Avalanche for
Bates Battaglia, who has been a bust thus far. If the
situation doesn't change, look for management to
fire Coach Bruce Cassidy and GM George McPhee. 

Central Division - Lo and behold, the Detroit
Red Wings have not played like the world beaters
everyone else predicted they would be. Hmm…
could it be because they are "Methuselahs on ice,"
despite their efforts to introduce youth into the

lineup? St. Louis continues to profit off of the
injuries in Detroit's lineup, and the Chicago
Blackhawks are the Cinderella contenders in the
Division as their young players Alexei Zhamnov,
Tuomo Ruutu and Kyle Calder excel. 

Northwest Division - The Vancouver Canucks
have become one of the premier hockey teams in
the league, although they recently lost to the
Bruins in a battle of the League's best. However,
the Canucks do not have Todd Bertuzzi to thank
for their success, but the efforts of Markus
Naslund. Bertuzzi has played well of late, howev-
er, and if he continues to improve his play, there's
no limit to the degree to which the Canucks can
excel. Perennial contender Colorado is ready to
pick up the slack if the Canucks falter, especially
with league points leader Alex Tanguay.
Goaltender David Aebischer, who is taking over
for the departed Patrick Roy, has been adequate,
but the fact is that even with Roy in goal, the
Avalanche and their star power only won two
Cups in the past ten years. With their talent, that's
disappointing.

Pacific Division - No, maybe the Dallas Stars
won't win the Stanley Cup this year. However,
they will be better than they are now, with the
return of Jere Lehtinen helping their defense,
which has been subpar to say the least. Western
Conference Champion Anaheim Mighty Ducks
have played well enough to be tied for the lead,
but have been slow to regain the dominance that
they showed during last year's playoffs as Sergei
Federov and Steve Rucchin begin to click. Conn
Smythe Trophy winner Jean-Sebastien Giguere has
definitely not been "getting 'giggy wit' it" this year,
as the team's best stats belong to Swiss-born
Martin Gerber, showing a slide worthy of last
year's disappointment in net, Jose Theodore. Los
Angeles has played most consistently in the con-
ference, although this could very well change. 

Tye Andersen
"When thinking about my picks, I feel like I was
robbed by a little old lady on a motorized cart.
And I didn’t even see it coming."

Annie
Wartanian
"It certainly has
been a pleasure
learning about
football picks
from the master."
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Pete's Diner - food and stress served quickly here

by Amy Messigian, 1L, and Erin Lien, 1L
Law Weekly

In the infamous Seinfeld episode about New
York's "Soup Nazi," Jerry Seinfeld comments: "It's
very important not to embellish on your order. No
extraneous comments. No questions. No compli-
ments." You get the feeling you have stepped into
that world the minute you walk into Pete's Diner on
Capitol Hill. In a space no larger than a Gewirz effi-
ciency, patrons are seated and served in record time
by a team of waitresses who fire questions at you
faster than a New York minute. These women mean
business. They cater to a crowd of Capitol Hill
staffers who put a premium on time, at the expense of
all other considerations. We went to Pete's intending
to order their famous $3.85 breakfast, which includes
two eggs, meat (presumably bacon or sausage, but
we can only speculate), toast and home fries/grits.
Sadly, they do not accommodate people who think
breakfast begins at noon.

However, being that the most expensive item on
the menu was $5.79, we decided to give their lunch
options a try. As we took our seats at the counter and
deliberated on our choices, multiple women
demanded our order. Each appeared "put out" when
we asked for additional time. We felt as if we were
slowing them down, and placing an undue burden
on their rate of return. After contemplating the rela-
tively limited menu, Erin ordered a cheeseburger
($2.35) and Amy ordered Vietnamese iced coffee
($1.85) and a patty melt, which is not on the menu,
but she was jonesin' for some sourdough bread, with
fries and a soda ($4.75). The entire ordering process
was stressful - an odd spin for a diner. 

As they prepared our order, in record time, we
noted that none of the waitresses, who also act as
prep chefs of the meals, were wearing gloves. Erin
commented on the amount of "hands on" treatment
the food was getting. Items were exchanged from one
plate to another, lettuce and pickles moved by hand.

After awhile, it got sort of gross watching their hands
all over our meals. We opined that these unsanitary
methods would not go over well in California, where
people are incredibly finicky about cleanliness. We
watched with hawk eyes as they prepared our burg-
ers, making sure there was no blatant contamination.
We were becoming more skeptical by the second.

We had differing opinions on the quality of the
burgers. Erin felt the meat was chewy and fatty, "kind

of like thick McDonald's meat." Amy didn't get that
vibe, and actually rather enjoyed the taste of her
burger. Erin considers that she may have been turned
off because of the dirty preparation methods,
acknowledging that she had recently heard a story of
a hepatitis outbreak at a chain restaurant that came to
mind as she watched them prepare her meal. Amy's
Vietnamese iced coffee was good, though she could
not distinguish any difference between it and a regu-
lar iced coffee. 

We brought work to do, but never got to it. We
considered taking it out of our backpacks, but wor-
ried about repercussions. We soon learned our fears
were well-founded: the hostess working the cash reg-
ister slapped a patron who commented on how busy
the place was, exclaiming resolutely, "I blame you!"
Her conduct was reiterated when, during a recalcula-
tion of our misappropriated bills, Erin apparently
took too long to answer her question and was
received by a set of snapping fingers. All Amy could
respond with was "wow." Thinking back upon it

now, Erin recalls, "She was so little!  And so mean!"
Amy suggests that the Napoleon complex need not
apply solely to short men.

We left the diner a little worse for the wear. We
were ready to go back to law school where we could
relax. It is funny when doing work for a final is actu-
ally less stressful than a dining experience. But not
funny "haha" - more like "funny, that sucks." 

Was our ten dollar lunch worth our pains?
Maybe, though we doubt it. Adjacent to Pete's is
another place to get a quick fix - Le Bon Café - which
may indeed be its polar opposite. A brief foray in Le
Bon Café swiftly tethered our aggravations. The
restaurant was clean, the people preparing the orders
were wearing gloves and there was no snappishness
involved. It was completely non-threatening, like
Dan Quayle in a spelling bee. Had we been better
advised, we would have preempted our trip to Pete's
for a quiche and some fresh squeezed orange juice at
Le Bon Café. 

The area just south of the Capitol has many offer-
ings, and we will likely return to experience them.
We will not, however, be returning to Pete's, despite
the appealing prices and quick turnaround. As law
students, we may put a premium on our time, but not
with complete disregard for polite service or cleanli-
ness. We may not have been banned as Elaine was by
the Soup Nazi, but there will be "no Pete's for us!"

Amy says no. Erin says no. Everyone has stan-
dards.

Pete’s Diner
212 2nd Street, SE

Capitol South Metro

Ambiance 0

Service 00

Food 00

Amy's Vietnamese iced cof-
fee was good, though she
could not distinguish any dif-
ference between it and a
regular iced coffee. 
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Rilo Kiley - The Execution of All Things rocks hard

by Jason Bache, L’03
Guest Writer

Someone once joked with me that every album I
review gets four stars. I simply replied, "Why would
I waste my time writing about anything but the
best?"  Rilo Kiley and The Execution of All Things is no
exception. This band is one of the main reasons I
want to move to Kansas. That might not sound like
much to you, but it was a band that first brought me
to D.C. Rilo Kiley crafted such a brilliant record that
I feel like I should raise the bar. Obviously someone
can surpass all expectations, with a perfect execu-
tion.

The CD opens with "All the Good That Won't
Come Out" - an easy introduction to the folksy,
down home, corn-fed sound of the sweetest voice to
ever escape the Heartland. Now I see why Kansas is
such a perfect state in which to find a mate!  Indie-
rock, indie-pop, folk rock, alternative, college radio
friendly, or whatever you want to call it, Rilo Kiley
plays quietly determined songs that sound like they
would make a perfect cadence call. Driving, moving,
powerful, but only created by your own added
reverberation, because it comes from all the good
that won't come out of us.

Rilo Kiley continues with the title track "The
Execution of All Things", a song that goes far past
entertainment; it also educates and enlightens.
Sometimes you might feel like you are going
through hard times alone. Maybe it is a breakup,
maybe it is school, and maybe it is life. Rilo Kiley
sings here the kind of sweet song anyone needs
when they are feeling bitter, and for versatility it
works vice versa. If you have ever been dumped,
join in with lead singer Jenny Lewis: "And if you're
well off, well then I'm happy or some for you/but I'd
rather not celebrate my defeat and humiliation here
with you." And maybe if you're lucky, we'll "move
to Omaha to work and exploit the booming music
scene." 

"So Long" starts and we get a little exception to

prove the rule. Blake Sennet sings for once and Rilo
Kiley blues it up and slows it down and makes me
snap my fingers each time. A soulful and heartfelt
ode to lost love, "So Long" is like a quick pause in the
high energy of the album to ponder thoughts one
might not want to ponder.

Then The Execution rolls onto "Capturing
Moods" with a snapping snare and lofty vocals. I

have known many women to take this wrong, but
Jenny seems so sweet singing her heart out in front
of Rilo Kiley. Sweet is never meant to be demeaning
or disarming; it is one of the most powerful things a
woman can ever exude. I agree: "I don't mind wait-
ing, if it takes a long, long time/and I don't mind
wasting the best years of our lives." 

Definitely the song with the silver medal is "A
Better Son/Daughter". A sad, but defiant, song that
reminds us that we need to be "positive even if it
hurts." Jenny sounds like she sings with experience
when she continues to coo, "But you'll fight and
you'll make it through/You'll fake it if you have
to/And you'll show up for work with a smile/You'll
be better and you'll be smarter and more grown up
and a better son or daughter…" "A Better
Son/Daughter" sounds like it should be sung by
Billy Bragg as a proper English tutorial on how to
keep a stiff upper lip. An added flare to this song
comes when Jenny curses for the first time.
Newspaper standards might not allow me to share
her delightful expletives with you, but trust me
when I say nothing is more charming and endearing

than a willowy voiced woman throwing out four let-
ter words. 

The certain pinnacle of the album comes in
"With Arms Outstretched" - a song that proves all it
takes to move mountains is an acoustic guitar and
the voice of a strong woman. This last summer was
one of the most challenging times of my life. I was
preparing for the dreaded bar exam after being sum-
marily dumped by the love of my life. "With Arms
Outstretched" got me through many long nights. But
like everything else it all passed and led up to one of
the greatest moments of my life, hearing Rilo Kiley
perform this song live a mere five hours after the test
was over. I can say with no shame that tears easily
rolled when I heard Jenny sing, "It's sixteen miles to
the promise land and I promise you I am doing the
best I can." It is more than a song, a poem, or even a
great piece of literature, but a mantra. Everything in
life is worth it, because it all leads to the promised
land.

Knowing you can't end a CD with a slow-rolling
downer, Rilo Kiley pumps it up and closes with
"Spectacular Views", a song that wonders, "I never
knew why it felt so good in the strangest of places."
Smashing rides, booming kicks and distorted gui-
tars, "It's so f@#$ing beautiful!"

Rilo Kiley's style might be a little different from
what you're used to. I haven't meet many people
from Kansas, so maybe they are all like this, but Rilo
Kiley is that thing you're looking for in softly
assertive, jangly, folk guitar rock.

Rilo Kiley 
The Execution of All Things

0000

Will make you want to move states 0000

Will make you buy all their CDs 000

Will make you happy it's not Hanson 00

Will make your brain hurt 0

Definitely the song with the
silver medal is "A Better
Son/Daughter." A sad, but
defiant, song that reminds us
that we need to be "positive
even if it hurts."
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Mandy Moore eclipses other teen pop superstars

by Audrey Perry, 2L
Law Weekly

Maybe you think I'm too old to be a Mandy
Moore fan. Well, you're wrong. I love Mandy Moore.
And I will argue to the death that no one is too old to
be a fan of this particular teen idol. This pop princess
next door is so much more than just eye candy. If you
are one of those skeptics who doesn’t believe in the
power of Mandy, I dare you to watch her new video
"Have a Little Faith in Me," and still try and tell me
she's nothing more than a sad remnant of a bubble
gum pop bubble that's already burst. And since MTV
has decided that music videos should no longer be a
part of their programming, you may want to access
her latest video and pics at www.launch.com. 

Mandy Moore proves once again she's the only
pop princess with class and staying power with her
phenomenal new album. While Britney and
Christina are fighting to the death to see who can
take the most clothing off the quickest, Mandy has
beaten them to the finish line of maturity by actually
using her singing and acting talents. Amazing. 

Although her major focus is currently on her suc-
cessful film career, Mandy still has managed to
record a fourth album, Coverage, a disc full of nothing
but covers. The album has a bit of a retro feel to it as
Mandy sings her way through the 60s, 70s and even
a bit of the 80s. The songs run the gamut of style as
well as decades - Mandy includes folky "Can We Still
Be Friends" right alongside Blondie's 80s hit, "One
Way or Another." Mandy, however, manages to
make this album all her own with her soothing, soul-
ful style. 

Mandy says the album includes older songs that
she loves and wants people her age to hear. And it
goes without saying that most kids her age haven't
heard these songs, since the majority of the tunes
were not major hits at the time they were released. 

Such an undertaking might be overly ambitious
for a less talented nineteen-year-old. But Mandy
manages to pull it off without sounding like an
American Idol karaoke singer; instead of attempting
to imitate the original singer of these songs, she gets
in the mindset of the songwriters. Mandy doesn't
rely on vocal gymnastics or heavy editing to main-
tain her sound - this album is all about her voice and
the music, proving just how pure and strong her
voice truly is. 

The instant you began listening to Coverage, you
realize it is a definite departure from her first three
teeny bopper style albums. These are classic songs by
some of music's most respected songwriters.
Highlights of the album include Cat Stevens's
"Moonshadow," a sweet but soulful cover that
remains very true to the original version, and Carly
Simon's poignant "Anticipation," a heartfelt remake
of a classic songwriter's work. 

Listening to this album, you have to love this
girl's voice; and because these are already songs you
know, this is an album you definitely don't want to
stop listening to. I found myself listening to almost
every song over and over again. Mandy's love for
these songs shows through in her performance. In
her cover of Elton John's "Mona Lisas and Mad
Hatters", for example, her emotion paints a vivid pic-
ture as she tells the story of this classic song.

In a world of Britney Spear’s shock pop, Mandy's
poise and class is a breath of fresh air. She sings
because she wants to sing, not as a desperate plea for
attention. Mandy's talents naturally shine through in
all her projects. Her blossoming film career is evi-
dence of this princess's staying power. Mandy
starred in the 2002 hit teen romance A Walk to
Remember, which won two Teen Choice Awards and
an MTV Movie Award. And even if teeny-bopper
accolades like Teen Choice Awards aren't exactly
Oscars, she did prove she actually knew how to act.
Her next movie, How to Deal, wasn't as big a hit as A
Walk to Remember, but that was no reflection on
Mandy's acting skills - the script simply attempted to
cram too much into one little movie and ended up
not "dealing" with anything very well. Mandy is cur-
rently working on two new films set to be released in
2004. In Saved, she plays a two-faced high schooler
alongside Macaulay Culkin. She is trying her scare
skills in the thriller Cursed with Christina Ricci, due
for release next February. 

Coverage is a perfect mix of retro and new pop,
something old and something new - it's a sound
you'll quickly be tapping your feet to and shameless-
ly singing along with. My recommendation: have a
little faith in me and stop being such a skeptical law
student. Get in touch with your pop roots with
Mandy's Coverage. I promise you'll thank me.

AAddoopptt  AA  PPeett
TTooddaayy!!

Mandy is an 8-month-old, female
Chow mix puppy. This sweet girl was a
stray who was found playing with another
dog. Mandy is a friendly girl, but she's
not yet sure about her new surroundings.
She is playful and has an adorable doggie
smile! For more information on this
cutie, please call Anne 202-965-1947.

This week's Pets of the Week are Mandy and Citta.  They are
currently in foster care, waiting for a good home.

Mandy and Citta have many furry friends also available
for adoption. For more details contact:

If you'd like to help out animals, but can't adopt a pet at this
time, consider volunteering. Check out the Washington Humane
Society's website, at www.washhumane.org/volunteer.htm, for a
list of volunteer opportunities.

Washington Humane Society
Shelter

7319 Georgia Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20012

12-4 pm, seven days a week
202-723-5730 (24 hours)

Citta is a 9 month-old female kit-
ten with stunning green eyes. She
can't get enough loving and petting
and lap sitting. Citta actually stands
up on her hind legs to nuzzle her fos-
ter family members. She would do
well with other cats and likes to wres-
tle, play, and chase with them. For
more information about this sweetie,
please call Elizabeth at 202-544-
0999.

Mandy Moore
Coverage
0000

The Way to My Heart 0000

Sweet Like Candy 000

Can We Still Be Friends? 00

Help Me 0

In a world of Britney Spear’s
shock pop, Mandy's poise
and class is a breath of fresh
air. She sings because she
wants to sing, not as a des-
perate plea for attention. 

by Laura Phillips, 3L
Law Weekly

Over the past several weeks,
Fashion Torts has discussed why
people who wear athletic shoes with
business clothes should be made to
run fifty laps around the Tidal Basin
and how your 1995 National Youth
Leadership Conference tote bag
should only be used to tote your old
clothing to Goodwill and stay there. 

Now the focus turns to one of the
most grossly negligent of all fashion
torts: the rolling backpack. At this
point, it's appropriate to insert a dis-
claimer: If you have recently suf-
fered a herniated disc or other back
injury suffered attendant to saving
small children from an orphanage
fire, you are hereby released from
liability and may use your rolling
bag until and only until you are fully
healed. However, I would guess that
lower lumbar strain induced by sit-
ting on the metal chairs at the third
floor computers for ten or fifteen
minutes while people are waiting
(sorry, that's another column) is not
most students' reason for using
rolling bags. 

I understand the temptation to
drag your books behind you - case-
books are heavy. As a third year, I
have carried my share of very heavy
boxes full of Torts and Contracts
books (not to mention those useless
"First-Year Review" books from
Barbri) to the trash room. However, I
also understand that GULC students
like to look important. If there was
enough room in our overcrowded
school, we would each be lugging a
wheelbarrow or Radio Flyer wagon
stocked full of papers, books, files,

laptops, and all-important Ethernet
cords. But our school is not big
enough. The lunch room - excuse
me, Café - is crowded enough
between 12 - 2 without tripping over
a rolling bag every three feet. 

You may be wondering: if both
Model UN tote bags and rolling bags
are fashionably tortious, what
options remain? Besides the obvious
choices of shoulder bags, backpacks,
or just not lugging every book to
every class, GULC students should
try to recoup that portion of our
egregious tuition that goes to
Facilities by using lockers. The hall-
ways of the library, parking garages,
and McDonough are lined with lock-
ers. Rather than wheeling all of their
books around the hallways all of the
time and making visitors think that
there is a flight attendant reception
on the 12th floor of Gewirz, students
could utilize these lockers for only
pennies a day (well, probably frac-
tions of pennies a day, but I didn't
come to law school to do math).
Remember in sixth grade, when we
were so excited to have lockers for
the first time? Girls would tape up
pictures of Marky Mark and have a
mirror to look in while we teased
our bangs, and boys . . . well, I'm not
sure what boys did with them
because I still thought boys were
pretty icky then. Point being, we
were smart enough at that age to go
to our lockers between every period,
taking out only our Trapper Keepers
and one book for class. Such wisdom
would be well-utilized today. 

And today the verdict is: rolling
suitcases, backpacks, and laptop
cases have their place . . . in the over-
head luggage bin on a 737.

Fashion Torts: Rolling bags 



by Julia Baugher
Special to the Law Weekly

In the city that counts among its
most infamous sayings, "I did not have
sexual relations with that woman," the
question "Do people lie about their
sexual history?" should elicit only
awestruck incredulity. You're kidding,
right?

Of course, philandering
Georgetown alumni aren't the only
ones with something to hide.
Undergraduates, and yes, even ethics
conscious law students with their eye
on the sexual bottom line often find
themselves being less than honest - or
at least far from forthright.

And who can blame them? After
all, your sexual reputation can affect
everything from the ability to get 2
a.m. booty calls to your status among
friends to the success of a promising
romantic relationship.

It's a high stakes game, and stu-
dents learn very quickly that in order
to compete they'd better have the num-
bers. The right numbers, that is. In a
collegiate universe some lie up, others
lie down (no pun intended), and a
brave few wear their virginity with
pride.

There's no question that an "unde-
sirable" history can lead to myriad con-
sequences - including guilt, embarrass-
ment, regret, a bad reputation, and
feelings of inadequacy, to name a few.
But ultimately, it comes down to fear
of judgment. We're afraid we'll be
judged - by our friends, significant oth-
ers, parents, community…even our-
selves.

Fueled by our persistent insecuri-
ties and uncertainties, questions and
double standards abound. Will I be
perceived as experienced or slutty?
Virtuous or prudish? What is the
"ideal" number - what is "appropri-
ate?" Does it depend on one's age? On
how many serious relationships
you've been in? On how ridiculously
good-looking you are?

Everyone wants his or her behav-
ior to be seen in the best possible light.
But in the maze of sexual politics, the
least complicated path might not be
the naked truth. From discretion to
deception, methods of presenting
one's sexual past to one's sexual pres-
ent rarely take the straight and narrow.

People can find grounds for shad-
ing the truth in almost any sexual situ-
ation:

- "I lied to my best friend, because
she's so Catholic. I don't need another
lecture on 'saving myself for mar-
riage.'"

- "I was embarrassed to still have
my 'V-Card' at the age of 23. I thought,
'What's wrong with me? Why is every-
one else having sex??'"

-"Yeah, I'll admit it - I'm a man-
whore. Like, I'll say that I 'know' a girl
but not that I 'know her'…uh, in the
Biblical sense."

Sometimes one doesn't even mean
to lie. My friend Julie once told a
prospective boyfriend that she was a
virgin. As luck would have it, one of
her friends, unaware of Julie's new-
found chastity, decided that the ride
back from their double date would be
a good time to joke about sex. And
how Julie had had it.

No matter, the guy was unfazed.
"Honestly," he said, "it didn't really
bother me that you were a virgin. But
can we have sex now that you're not?"

Others are more calculated in their
hyperbole, although one of my guy
friends earnestly insists, "It's not lying
- it's massaging the truth!" From those
that like to "pump up" their number to
those that like to "take the edge off"
their lengthy list of hookups, students
span the Fornication Falsity spectrum.

One naive girl I know is very care-
ful not to date more than one guy in
each "circle of friends." "That way," she
says, "I don't have to worry about them
meeting each other and comparing
notes. And I never get a rep!" Another
fellow consistently tells his girlfriend
that he's done less with each ex than he
actually has. "It works perfectly," he
says, "because then I'm not technically
lying, and the girl never admits we've
done more than I say."

Still, this sort of tactic can backfire.
My girl friend Paige complains bitterly
about guys who've told her that they
"don't hookup a lot" only to "mack it
like a man-slut every weekend there-
after."

"It kinda offends me," she grum-
bles. "Don't they realize we all go to the
same university? I'm not blind!!"

Good point. Be aware of the other
person's access to information when
painting a picture that may be, well,
less than accurate. You don't have to
barrage your partner with an annotat-
ed list of your hook-ups since the fifth
grade - but you might not want to fic-
tionalize your college years. Heck, it's
probably common knowledge any-
way.

Of course, some "common knowl-
edge" is just blatant lying hardened
into urban legend by countless drunk-
en narrators. "Ah, this place brings
back memories," joked one Hoya alum,
"I hooked up over there, over there,
over there, and…I told all my friends I
hooked up over there, even though I
didn't."

He should heed my Harvard Law
friend Sarah's warning for serial exag-
gerators: "Guys who blatantly lie about
their number are like hyperinflation in
Weimar Germany. They lose all credi-
bility, and any sexual prowess they
may have becomes worthless."
Nothing like a little political history
analogy for those errant future layers,
er, oops, I mean, lawyers. Oh, come on.
We know you haven't slept with three
Ambassadors' daughters and both
Bush twins.

So in an environment that rewards
"creative accounting," how can one
correctly determine the true sexual
past of his or her partner? 

American Pie's infamous "Rule of
3" (multiply girls' numbers by 3, divide
guys' numbers by the same amount) is
too general. Instead, try the following
highly scientific equations:

If x = Number they say they've
slept with, then the actual number is ...

Female = x + Number she wishes
she hadn't slept with

Alumna of a Catholic All-Girls High
School = 0 + how much she likes
Britney Spears on a scale of 1 to 10

Male = x - Number he says he's
slept with who don't actually know his
name or what he looks like

1L = x - "gunner" status on a scale
of 1 to 10 + number of times tuition has
been paid in cash

Wait a minute! What about the
importance of honesty? Trust between
two partners? Concern over STDs?
Integrity, honor and respect? Do those
values just fall to the wayside, bull-

dozed by the expediency of fulfilling
sexual desires, looking good to your
partner, putting your best, even if
false, sexual-foot forward?

Well…maybe. Hold on to your
Boy Scout badge and listen to these

Georgetown students answer the ques-
tion: "How many is 'just right'?"

Steve: "I look for a girl who's veri-
fiably slept with more than seven
guys. Then I know I definitely have a
shot!"

Nicole: "Guy virgins at this age are
really big turn-offs."

Jen: "Oh, I don't care as long as it's
a 'healthy number.' What's a healthy
number? Umm…like three?"

Mike: "As long as the girl is smok-
ing hot and she breaks guys' hearts,
then she can sleep with as many as she
wants. But she has to leave them
sniveling heaps."

Hmm. Still think complete honesty
is the best policy?

Just remember - it's your history -
to tell or not. Don't let it define you.
You aren't your romantic mistakes.
You aren't your flings, your relation-

ships, your hook-ups or lack thereof.
You certainly aren't your number. That
doesn't mean people can't or won't
judge you based upon it, or what they
perceive it to be. But that does mean
that you should never let your past
upstage your present. Ultimately, it's
no one's business but your own.

The best response?
"I never kiss and tell." With a wink,

of course.

Julia Baugher writes a regular col-
umn, “Sex on the Hilltop”, for the
Georgetown Hoya. She is currently in
her senior year at Georgetown University.
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One naive girl I know is very careful not to
date more than one guy in each "circle of
friends." "That way," she says, "I don't have to
worry about them meeting each other and
comparing notes. And I never get a rep!"
Another fellow consistently tells his girlfriend
that he's done less with each ex than he
actually has. "It works perfectly," he says,
"because then I'm not technically lying, and
the girl never admits we've done more than I
say."
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The term affirmative action was
first used in public on Mar. 6, 1961,
when President John F. Kennedy
issued an executive order requiring
that projects financed with federal
funds take affirmative action to ensure
that hiring and employment practices
are free of racism. The policy's rationale
was most lucidly enumerated by
Kennedy's successor. President
Lyndon B. Johnson spoke to the gradu-
ating class at Howard University on
Jun. 4, 1965. He defined the concept
underlying what it means to take affir-
mative action to end discrimination.
He explained that simply passing civil
rights laws ordering that people must
act in a color blind manner would not
be enough to alleviate a long history of
discrimination:

"You do not wipe away the scars of
centuries by saying: 'now, you are free
to go where you want, do as you
desire, and choose the leaders you
please.' You do not take a man who for
years has been hobbled by chains, lib-
erate him, bring him to the starting line
of a race, saying, 'you are free to com-
pete with all the others,' and still justly
believe you have been completely
fair...This is the next and more pro-
found stage of the battle for civil rights.
We seek not just freedom but opportu-
nity - not just legal equity but human
ability - not just equality as a right and
a theory, but equality as a fact and as a
result."

The history of racism continues
today, including in the purportedly
'objective' focus of higher education
admissions on GPA and LSAT. I assert
here that "equality as a fact and as a
result" cannot occur in modern higher
education without considering an
applicant's membership in a protected
class. This is because, as Professor
Charles Lawrence noted, current high-
er educational admissions "creates a
preference for white folks in two very
concrete ways: First, it gives bonus
points to high school students who are
enrolled in advanced placement cours-
es; and second, it relies in a determina-
tive and exclusionary way on insignifi-
cant differences in standardized test
scores." ESSAY: Two Views of the River:
A Critique of the Liberal Defense of
Affirmative Action, 101 Colum. L. Rev.
928, 943 (2001). 

As Professor Lawrence explained
in detail, these 'standards' thus meas-
ure not who will be the best student,
but instead test whether a student
attended a predominantly white
school. If you are unlucky enough to
not go to one of these top, predomi-
nantly white prep schools, you are
severely disadvantaged when compet-
ing for a spot at an elite school. You
cannot compete with those who could
get a 5.0 GPA by taking AP classes.
Also, an extensive body of research has
shown that standardized tests cannot
predict the performance of poor and
minority students. Instead, "the SAT
does a better job predicting the socio-
economic status of the test taker's par-
ents than predicting college perform-
ance." Id.

College and university admission
administrators, recognizing the clear
lack of equality both "as a fact and a
result," tried to atone. But they tried to
fix the problem with a method just as

crude as the method which caused the
problem. In particular, large State
schools used "quick and dirty diversity
measures," which I noted were likely to
be struck down, because they were
"overwhelmed by applicants."
("Reducing Ethnic Differences Worthy
Goal for Universities," Feb. 1, 2002, The
Hoya). I argued then that schools
should still be free to consider ethnic
background when considering appli-
cants if it wasn't done so crudely. My
predictions came true. 

Last June, the Court held in Gratz
v. Bollinger that admittance decisions
cannot be simplified to a rough num-
ber derived from undergraduate GPA
and LSAT scores, from which the
school then tries to alleviate discrimi-
nation by adding points for applicants
from a protected class. In the compan-
ion case of Grutter v. Bollinger, the court
agreed that schools may take member-
ship in a protected class into account
during admissions. The Court thus
reaffirmed the doctrine supported by
Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, and
even Nixon.

The lawsuits in Grutter and Gratz
were filed on behalf of applicants upset
because, despite their white skin, they
were among a large number of appli-
cants rejected by the University of
Michigan. I, a white male, was also
denied admission to the University of
Michigan. As per historical evidence, it
is likely that several applicants with a
lower GPA and LSAT score than me
were admitted. Some were likely mem-
bers of a protected class. But I did not
make this into a federal case.

It would be unfair if our elite pro-
fessional schools returned to being so
sparsely populated by members of the
protected classes. I have no interest in
attending a top-tier law school if the
only way for me to enter would be to
exclude members of the protected
classes from the applicant pool through
use of unabashed white-preferencing
criteria of GPA and LSAT. 

If the elite schools of higher educa-
tion in America excluded members of
historically disadvantaged classes,
there would be only two possible
explanations: (1) The system clearly
caters to the majority's preferences, or
(2) People from protected classes are
innately inferior to the majority. Gratz
and Grutter saw no tragedy in accept-
ing either proposition. But these two
plaintiffs were sadly ignorant. 

I close by excerpting former
Harvard student Leonce E. Gaiter. He
illustrates the separation he feels, as an
affluent black, from these white plain-
tiffs: “I have been submerged in every
aspect of mainstream 'white culture'
since birth. I attended majority schools;
I studied majority curricula … I attend-
ed Harvard, lived in mostly white dor-
mitory housing at that mostly white
university. I was exposed to the cultur-
al tastes and biases to which any simi-
larly privileged white child would
have been exposed. I absorbed all this
while being simultaneously immersed
in African American culture, the home-
grown American subculture born of
descendants of African slaves. There is
only one aspect of what's considered
'white culture' with which I am not as
familiar as any other citizen, and that is
its historical contempt for black (and
other minority) Americans. All other
aspects of 'white' are mine -- and I am
black….

"Seeking votes, Southern conserva-

tives bemoan the revolutions of the '60s
as the death knell of 'good America.'
They never specifically mention the
civil rights movement. Nor do they
exempt it. The suggestion is plain. A
traditional America is a white America.
A traditional America is a good
America...[E]ven as a child, displays of
flag-waving and apple pie, those quin-
tessential American visions, the ones in
which Ronald Reagan specialized, sent
a chill through me. They were celebra-
tions of exclusion, revels in an identity
that existed only in opposition -- to
those like me.

"Some complain that it's African

Americans or Latinos or Asians exert-
ing cultural identity that has caused fis-
sures in the American fabric. On the
contrary. America was constructed on
a fissure. The 'identity' that is most
harmful to the prospect of 'one nation,
indivisible,' is the oldest, and the least
meaningful. It is 'white.' Perhaps those
who previously identified themselves
as such should follow the examples of
darker- skinned hyphenates and
reclaim old cultures, the old ways of
seeing and being. Those cultures
would surely offer more spiritual sus-
tenance than a political identity histori-
cally based on fear and contempt."

Aaron M. Clemens

Taking educational affirmative action into the future

Cartoon by Mark Arimoto, 3L



In his timeless masterpiece, The
Art of War, Sun-tzu argued that a
great general must know his enemy
better than that enemy knows him-
self. This second century B.C. maxim
still holds true today, and it is time
to apply Sun-tzu's wisdom to this
second phase of the war in Iraq - the
guerrilla insurgency.  

Recent events have highlighted
a profound culture gap between
America and her enemies in the
"Sunni triangle," where the vast
majority of guerrilla attacks have
occurred. This disparity derives in
large part from the last thirty years
of military history, and serves to
explain both the latent resilience of
the enemy, and the apparent frustra-
tion of the American peace-keeping
efforts. The stakes are high and the
future of American credibility is at
hand.

In the past three decades since
the Vietnam War, the United States
has deployed its military across the
globe, engaged in dozens of military
operations, and managed to incur
miraculously few casualties while
doing so. In my lifetime, the U.S. has
measured its combat deaths by tens,
not hundreds, and certainly not by
thousands.  From a historical per-
spective, this is remarkable.  Like
most Americans who love their
country and those who fight to
defend it, I pray and hope that such
trends will prevail.  

Most visibly during the 1991
Gulf War, the air war against
Slobodan Milosevic,  and last
March's lightning advance to
Baghdad, America has used massive
advantages in technology and fire-
power to devastate the armed forces
of her enemies. It is now clear to all
but the most delusional of America's
adversaries that engaging the
United States military in open battle
invites obliteration. A wise enemy
will accordingly probe for weak-
nesses. Our present enemies have
done so, and are exploiting a partic-
ular weakness with increasing effi-
cacy.    

Americans do not like seeing
Americans die in battle. That is a
source of our greatness as a people,
and a source of our vulnerability in
combating guerrilla insurgents. Be
they of the Baathist or
Fundamentalist variety, the terror-
ists have capitalized on this single
strategic advantage. Regardless of
inferior resources, firepower, organ-
ization, and training, they believe
that they have the superior will.
They are willing to engage in a bat-
tle of attrition and we are not. They
are applying The Art of War.   

I read an article yesterday indi-
cating that US casualties in Iraq had
"soared" to 422 dead (that number
has since risen to 424 as I write this
and will likely rise again by Monday
when this article is published).
Given the last thirty years of
American military history, such
verb usage is unsurprising.
Americans are not used to opening
their morning papers to discover an
ever-rising death toll of American
soldiers. 

The disturbance created by esca-
lating casualties is augmented by
the fact that on May 1, when hostili-
ties had "officially" ceased, only 138
US soldiers had sacrificed their lives
to liberate Iraq. While Americans
dislike the idea of American soldiers
dying in an all-out war, they have a
particular disdain for troops being
incrementally picked off while
struggling to maintain law and
order for a newly liberated people.   

Sadly, in contrast, violent death
is not so far removed from daily life
in the third world. While citizens of
the first world have not been forced
to cope with casualties in the hun-
dreds of thousands since WWII, the
third world has. Iraq is no exception.

A pervasive culture of death
defined Saddam's regime for
decades.  In addition to serving as
secret police, running torture cham-
bers, and filling mass graves,
Baathist loyalists were hardened in
the 1980s by nearly a decade of war
with Iran, leaving an estimated
375,000 dead, and millions dislocat-
ed. The insurgents' perspective
toward casualties reflects this expe-
rience - they are brutal people
shaped by brutal experience.   

Likewise, many of the imported
"Mujahideen" ("holy warriors") from
neighboring Arab states derive from
the same fanatical Wahhabi stock as
their predecessors in Afghanistan
during the 1980s. Such veterans of
Afghanistan, like Osama Bin Laden,
consider the Soviet withdrawal in
1989 to be a great victory for their
cause. Yet the numbers reveal a
shocking reality - while the
Mujahideen managed to kill 15,000
Soviets in combat between 1979 and
1989, an estimated 1.3 million
Afghans perished. Such fanatical
concepts of "victory" dramatically
highlight the disparate perceptions
of reality held by America and her
enemies. We can describe 422 casu-
alties as a "soaring" casualty list --
our enemies can utter the loss of 1.3

million lives and "victory" in the
same sentence. While we rightly
mourn the loss of every US soldier,
our enemies do not share our reser-
vations about sacrificing human life. 

With precedents like the US in
Vietnam and the Russians in
Afghanistan, the Iraqi insurgents are
betting that they can win the battle
of willpower. As long as they can
convince the American people that
the cause is hopeless - that we are
immersed in an intractable quag-
mire -- they can prevail.  

However, unlike the popular
uprising during the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan, most Iraqis are not
fighting against American troops.
This is incredibly important. The
vast majority of Iraqis, particularly
in the Kurdish north and the Shiite
south, are grateful to be freed from
Saddam's yoke, but are reticent to
trust America's commitment. As a
people who have lived under the
iron fist of tyranny, they are risk
averse to siding with the loser.  

Americans must therefore make
clear that they intend to leave Iraq
only as a stable nation, governed by
the rule of law. President Bush has
emphasized this repeatedly, and
must continue to do so. Likewise,
US actions on the ground must con-
tinue to emphasize the unbending
nature of our commitment. We must
apply The Art of War ourselves.  

There are positive signs that
show what must be done. Since the
U.S. 1st Armored Division began its
offensive 12 days ago against known
guerrilla concentrations in Baghdad,
attacks on the Division have fallen
by 70%. This speaks directly to the
fact that Americans can and must
take the fight to the insurgents. 

Regardless of the insurgents'
willingness to trade their lives for
those of US soldiers, US troops still
remain the finest, best equipped,
best trained fighting force on the
globe. They can defeat this enemy,
but it will take time. Iraq is not a test
of military might, but of political
will. Americans must show the ter-
rorists in the Sunni triangle, and ter-
rorists globally, that a callous disre-
gard for the value of human life is
not sufficient to shake our resolve.
Our credibility depends on it. 
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Michael B. McClellan

Know thy enemy - willpower in Iraq

How political will
plays a crucial role in
determining victors of
modern warfare. 

To the editor-

This is written in response to the
Opinions article "Dating scene at
Georgetown Law approaches the
insane":

While I'd like to refute your cal-
culations that only 7% of GULC
women are unattached, I myself am
not willing to put the time and effort
into the polling of the entire student
body of the largest law school in the
country. So instead, as a former half
of a once gossiped-about 1L couple,
I'll give the guys some advice on the
courting of us unattached ladies.

So for all the women who suf-
fered from a case of freshman year
deja vu when your college sweet-
hearts turned into egomaniacs when
they realized that you'd be making
more money than them in 3 years, for

those whose 1L romance turned into
1L hell when the stress of exams
kicked in, and for those who just
haven't found that Mr. Right to com-
plement our Ms. Esq. personalities,
here it goes...

My advice to you men is to
approach a woman in a three step
process. First ask "are you single?"
and if the answer is yes ask "will you
be looking for/have a job in the same
geographic location as me?" If the
answer continues to be yes proceed
and ask us out for a drink. We may
find your dorkiness endearing and
your intelligence as sexy as our pro-
fessors' and you just may become
one-half of one of the many gossiped-
about law school couples.

Happy hunting!

-Samantha Kanner, 2L

Letters

See LETTERS, page 15
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Some reflections on my years on the Law Weekly

In the fall of 2001, while I was just
a lowly 1L, a 3L named Kelly Lacey
gave me a fridge magnet at Club Fair.
It said, "Do you want to get published?
Do you have an idea for a great news
story? If so, contact the Law Weekly." I
thought I might have one or two, and
so I did. And as a result, I now get to
look back at two and a half years on
this wonderful publication. 

I spent a year being a News Editor
and another being a Managing Editor
and I will get to spend my final semes-
ter in law school as an Editor
Emeritus. So I figured I will spend my
last issue as Managing Editor reflect-
ing on the role of the Law Weekly. None
of what I have to say is particularly
profound or even original; yet it is
heartfelt and said with the hope that
future readers and editors never lose
sight of it.

While I am obviously biased in my
feelings about the importance of the
Law Weekly to the Law Center, I
nonetheless firmly believe that regard-
less of how any of us on the Board may
feel, the Law Weekly indeed does serve
a vital role in our community, over
and above providing a crossword puz-
zle to wile away the minutes with dur-
ing Civil Procedure. All educational
institutions are, at heart, forums for
exchanging information and ideas.
Often, the ideas voiced may be polar
opposites of each other. A law school,

more than any other, is an institution
where one hopes Robert Frost's wise
words will be most heeded -
"Education is the ability to listen to
almost anything without losing your
temper or your self-confidence."

Of course, in order for exchange to
be possible, it is necessary to have a
requisite medium. Thankfully, our
Law Center has multiple media avail-
able. We have an incredibly wide and
impressive array of student groups
that serve as platforms for a whole
host of ideas. We have academic jour-
nals and recurring speaker series that
cater to all sorts of important topics.

But we remain a very large law
school, and while all the forums men-
tioned before cover a lot of ground,
they still have two drawbacks. They
each have their own mandates and
they don't cover everyone. So that
leaves a gap to be filled, which, as you
can imagine, is where the Law Weekly
comes in.

"Uninhibited, robust and wide
open." That's what we adopted as our
slogan recently. The Con Law enthusi-
asts among you will recognize that the
words come from Justice Brennan's
opinion in the famed New York Times
vs. Sullivan opinion. The sentence it is
drawn from reads as follows: "Thus
we consider this case against the back-
ground of a profound national com-
mitment to the principle that debate
on public issues should be uninhibit-
ed, robust and wide-open, and that it
may well include vehement, caustic
and sometimes unpleasantly sharp

attacks on government and public offi-
cials."

I believe the Law Center not only
shares that commitment, but is itself
committed to furthering it. And it is
only fitting, therefore, that there be a
forum available to everyone who
wishes to participate in public debate.
Hence, our commentaries and letters
to the editor section - where anyone
can voice his or her opinion on any-
thing. 

Yet debate without information is
both empty and dangerous. If we are
to engage in constructive criticism, it is
imperative that we be aware of all the
important facets of that which we seek
to improve. Hence, our news and
briefs sections, where we strive to
bring to everyone an overview of
events that are occurring on campus,
with as many in-depth reports as we
can muster.

And information serves another
great purpose - that of providing
transparency. Much goes on in the hal-
lowed halls of the Law Center. Not
everyone agrees with all the decisions
made and stances taken. If, in fact, no
one knows that those decisions and
stances are, then those making them
will have no check on their discretion.
But if those decisions have to be taken
publicly, then more thought will have
to go into them, and the result will be
a better decision, more attuned to the
population affected by it.

Finally, all work and no play will
make you a very dull lawyer. All the
information in the world and all the

debates possible do not alone suffice to
make you whole. While we law stu-
dents often forget, there actually is life
beyond law - there are restaurants,
movies, plays, albums and many other
things out there for us to explore.
Hence, our features section, where we
hope to provide some ideas for fun
things to do when not studying.

But this functional analysis is only
half the story. The sum is greater than
the parts, because the true role the Law
Weekly plays is dynamic, not static. It is
not a mere conduit. Rather, it is more
akin to a sounding board. Information
and ideas are not just passed along,
but are bounced off each other. We
have often published opinions
responding to other opinions or news
articles, which in turn have generated
further debate on the topic at hand.
Ultimately, the sum is bigger than the
parts because even though the imme-
diate topic of debate may or may not
be of lasting importance, the process of
debate most certainly is. That, then, is
my distillation of the function of the
Law Weekly - facilitating that precious
process.

It is through these pages that we
can honor Voltaire's principle - "I dis-
approve of what you say, but I will
defend to the death your right to say
it." It is through rational debate that
we learn to disagree without being
disagreeable. It is the freedom to speak
our minds that makes our society what
it is, and it is forums like the Law
Weekly that make free speech available
to all.

Avedis H. Seferian

To the editor-

Just a quick, open economics ques-
tion to the students of the Law Center
and the Environmental Law Forum: if
the Law Center was capable of purchas-
ing more of its power from wind, who
would bear the costs? Because of low
demand and low efficiency, wind
power is the second-most expensive
form of power generation, right behind
solar (I make this statement using the
price of wind power obtained from the
American Wind Energy Association
itself, 5 cents per kWh). Do you think the
Law Center would absorb this addition-
al cost? Of course not - there is no reason
for it. The cost would be borne by you
and I in the form of higher tuition. I
don't know about you, but I think that
I'm paying enough for my education. 

And just to show that I'm not
unfeeling towards Mother Earth, I
would like to state that unlike environ-
mentally friendly nuclear, coal, or
hydroelectric plants, windmills are
death traps to migrating birds, like the
182 birds (including five bald eagles)
killed in a 1992 study of a wind farm in
California. I don't know about you, but
I'm against additional tuition dollars
going towards giant bird-killing
Cuisinarts. I do not have a petition for
collecting signatures, but you may leave
donations for my "Don't Chop Up
Innocent Birds" campaign in my school
mailbox (cash and money orders only,
please - personal checks will not be
accepted).

-Mike Billok, 2E

To the editor-

The Executive Board and member-
ship of the Black Law Students
Association (BLSA) would like to take
this opportunity to make a few factual
corrections to information printed in the
Georgetown Law Weekly article "SBA
begins student group budgeting" pub-
lished on Nov. 10, 2003. BLSA appreci-
ates the financial support provided by
Georgetown. It is clear that BLSA uses
all of its resources to produce high qual-
ity programs that benefit every student
at the Law Center. What is both unclear
and disappointing is why the
Georgetown Law Weekly chose to run an
article so loaded with factual misrepre-
sentations that some students viewed
the article as being deliberately con-
tentious. 

The most glaring inaccuracy in the
article was the characterization of BLSA
as nothing more than a "private social
group". The Georgetown BLSA is one
branch of the National Black Law
Students Association, a public organiza-
tion with hundreds of chapters and
thousands of members throughout the
nation. Like its national counterpart, the
Georgetown BLSA chapter is commit-
ted to both effectuating change in the
legal system and sensitizing the legal
profession to the ever-increasing needs
of the Black community in general, and
the Black law student in particular.
Georgetown's BLSA maintains repre-
sentation on the National BLSA
Executive Board and was a finalist for
the 2002-2003 BLSA chapter of the year
award. The chapter won the National
Thurgood Marshall Mock Trial
Competition and brought home both
the first and third place awards in the
National Frederick Douglass Moot
Court Competition.

Our BLSA is one of the most active
chapters in existence. This year alone
BLSA has sponsored and participated in
several events, including a pre-class
workshop for incoming 1Ls, a Welcome
Back happy hour, an outlining bank and
book exchange, an evening student
potluck, a legal research and writing
exam review, and a Georgetown
Undergraduate outreach program,
among other events. BLSA has actively
participated in and encouraged commu-
nity service programs including a food
drive for those effected by hurricane
Isabel, a tutoring program at Maya
Angelou Public Charter School and a
voter registration drive that included
D.C., Maryland, and Virginia. Last year
BLSA had one of the most successful
bone marrow drives ever at the Law
Center. Ironically, last week, on the
same day that the unfortunate article
was published about BLSA, there was
another article on the front page of the
Law Weekly highlighting the BLSA alum-
ni event featuring the Adams family.
The Adams spoke of their careers in the
legal profession as well as their experi-
ences as students at the Law Center to
an audience that included students and
faculty members of varying ethnic back-
grounds. 

On one hand, the author of the arti-
cle insinuates that even though BLSA
sponsors a large number of activities,
they are exclusively for Black students.
The article states that BLSA receives
more funding than at least four groups
that provide events and services direct-
ed to the whole student body. There is
absolutely no basis for such a conclu-
sion. Every single event that BLSA
sponsors is open to every Law Center
student, and very few of the events, if
any, make any reference whatsoever to
the ethnic background of the partici-

pants. BLSA is no more exclusively for
Black students than Gilbert & Sullivan is
for students who have a background in
theatre or the American Constitution
Society is for individuals who intend to
focus their careers on constitutional law.
On the other hand, the author compares
BLSA to other ethnic student groups
receiving less funding. However, the
article omits the fact that with over 200
students, BLSA is the largest ethnic stu-
dent group at the Law Center. In fact,
Georgetown takes great pride in main-
taining one of the highest populations of
Black students of any law school in the
country.

Georgetown is one of the most
diverse law schools in existence. We
have managed to sustain this diversity
against a national backdrop of ever-
expanding intolerance because
Georgetown has a faculty and student
body committed to fostering this envi-
ronment. It is deeply embarrassing and
discouraging to watch a member of our
community launch an unfounded attack
against a student organization that is so
dedicated to making Georgetown as
enriching as possible for every student.
The responsible course of action for the
Georgetown Law Weekly editor would be
to publish this letter as a retraction of the
inaccurate information contained in the
previous article. As for the author of the
article, we are confident that your active
participation in BLSA would compel
your contrition more than anything we
could ever write. You would be able to
gather the first hand knowledge that
was lacking in your previous article and
perhaps one day write a story that
was…well, true, or objective at the very
least.

-Kellie Howard, 2L - Black Law
Students Association

LETTERS from page 14



Ask and ye shall receive. Can it
really be that simple?  I've seen it hap-
pen too often over the past three years
to think otherwise. A couple weeks ago
I asked for controversy - I got contro-
versy. I got pressure from student
groups, meetings with Deans, heated
internal friction among the Law Weekly
staff - and no matter what my long-
gone stomach lining and skyrocketing
blood pressure will tell you, I loved
almost every minute of it.

Last week I decried the dating
scene at GULC, and less than 24 hours
later I got a date I didn't deserve with
an incredible green-eyed 1L. When I
got done talking to her, happier than I
have been in too long of a time, I really
got to thinking - do I have some sort of
magic power?  Can I, via the sheer force
of my IBM Thinkpad, conjure up my
every wish?  Will I want for nothing for
the rest of my life?  This week, I think
we should all receive million dollar
refunds from the Office of Student
Accounts and brand new Cadillacs.
Stay tuned…

With that said, what I have learned
all too acutely over the past few weeks
is that there really is some power to this
back page. I'll get to the teary goodbyes
in a minute, but one thing I must tell
those who will come after me is that
people actually do read this crazy
thing. It is something that I realized
only in these last couple weeks, but if
you do a good enough of a job, if you
are able to craft an article that doesn't
blatantly stretch reality, but at the same
time incites or entertains those who
read it, you will get a reaction, which is
ultimately what I think we all want out
of this. If you maintain your standards
of intelligence and excellence, you will
not be disappointed. It saddens me that
I've had 24 shots at this over the past
year, and I've probably only knocked
the ball out of the park three or four
times. In the major leagues, hitting a
home run 20 percent of the time you
step up to the plate makes you Barry
Bonds. In journalism, that gets you
fired.

Ultimately, the power of the Law
Weekly lies in the team, in the people
whom I work with and for every week,
who sacrifice their time for little reward
other than the joy of seeing a fresh Law
Weekly populating the campus every
Monday. Even though I will miss the
rush of being in charge, the thrill of
bearing ultimate responsibility, and the
other minute managerial duties that a
normal person would hate but I loved,
I will miss the people the most. Even
though I know I'm not going anywhere
for a while, the Law Weekly will forever
be changed after this year. Mark,
Avedis, Aaron and I represent the last
of the old school, those who came up
under classic legends such as Courtney
Ozer and Lonnie Giamela and really
cut our teeth on being the best law
school newspaper in the country. Some
advance warning about what to expect
- the next board will turn our organiza-
tional structure on its head, will burn
and rip up our traditional ideologies
and policies with gleeful abandon, will
send the Law Weekly's days of event
coverage and idle chatter the way of the
dinosaur, and they will still win the
award. They are going to do everything
I wish I could have done or was too

afraid to do. At times I'm sure I will
look on in shock and awe, but all the
while I will be thinking this, "It is about
damn time."

So, this is it. The article I've been
thinking about for the past month but
have been dreading to put together.
Before I give recognition and thanks
where they are due, let me say this - I
do not feel the need to reflect on the
past three years of the Law Weekly. Our
record speaks for itself. I can only say
that it has been an honor and a privi-
lege to do this every week. I really don't
know what I'll do with my Monday
afternoons and Saturday mornings
from now on, but the first tee at the
Army Navy Country Club is calling my
name. I just wish I could adequately
convey what this has meant to me, and
I don't know if I will ever be able to
fully replace the role the Law Weekly
has played in my life. But, before the
tears short out the keyboard on the
ever-mighty Thinkpad, let us give
thanks.

First, as I mentioned earlier, thanks
are due to Lonnie and Courtney for tak-
ing this thing to heights unknown.
They set the standard, and we did our
best to match it every week. It certainly
was not easy, but I think we've already
put out some issues this fall that are
capable of winning the award again,
and the next crew will absolutely do
the same. Also, thanks to Dean Bellamy
and Dean Areen for always being there
for us when we needed them. Thanks
to Amina Rana, aka Bernstein, for giv-
ing me damn good articles whenever I
asked for them. Finally, to Headrick,
Bond, and the crew over at the SBA for
their hard work, knowing how to han-
dle themselves properly, and being
great sports about this whole thing. In
the end, they're in the same business
that we are, which is to silently go
about the job in an attempt to make
things better. Unfortunately, we're in
the position where we only get atten-
tion when we screw things up. This is
called being taken for granted. Look it
up.

Now, on to the staff and Board of
the Law Weekly. First, to Mark Leighton.
This was an interesting relationship to
say the least. When we were on the
same page, things hummed. When we
weren't - complete discord. It was
either there or it wasn't, there was
never any in between. More than once
did I try to come up with a way to solve
the problem, only to realize there was
no problem. In the end, despite all the
frustration and disagreements, I will
say this - the newspaper was absolute-
ly better with him than without him.
He made absolutely crucial contribu-
tions, came up with great ideas, and
really drove things home on more than
one occasion. So to Mark I say thank
you for always keeping me in line and
always making me think about the con-
sequences of my decisions before mak-
ing them. It is an easy lesson, but one
that was never fully taught to me until
you smacked me with the ruler a few
times.

To Aaron Clemens, I thank you for
always trying to make us better. A
nudge here, little push there, a sugges-
tion or two about a headline or layout
problem - all the little things added up
to make us a better and more funda-
mentally sound newspaper. It is far too
easy to get caught up in the high-mind-
ed questions of where to take the news-
paper next, but Aaron always remind-

ed us that the fundamentals count
more than anything. Get those down
first, and then start pushing the enve-
lope. Our consistency with our funda-
mentals is probably the number one
reason we've also shown consistency
with award winning. Aaron realized
that, and made sure we never forgot it.

Finally, among the old school as I
like to call it, to Avedis Seferian. Dis has
been my right hand guy from day one,
and just like Mark, he always fought for
what he believed in and always pushed
back on my decisions when he didn't
like them. With that said, nine times out
of ten we always knew what the other
was thinking before we said anything. I
can honestly say I have never met a
more genuine individual in my life,
and if I ever meet some one who gives
a damn as much as Dis does I will be
shocked. Last week he told me that I
care too much about this newspaper.
Well, maybe, but look in the mirror
buddy, you're right there with me.
Thanks Dis, it won't be the same with-
out you in there on Sundays putting on
the finishing touches, or calling you on
Mondays to discuss ideas.

Before I get to the next group, let
me point out something. When I look at
this group of young women, I notice
that they share one thing in common -
they ooze potential. When this group
gets together in a room, I seriously get
chills thinking about the future they
each hold. It's like a Michael Jordan
circa 1987, John Stockton, Shaquille
O'Neal, Tim Duncan, and LeBron
James all just walked in the door and
want to play for your team for free.
They walk around like they don't know
it, but trust me, they're all on the verge
of greatness. Every now and then, one
of them says or does something that
just shocks you with its sheer intelli-
gence and comprehension, and you just
don't know how to pull out of your sur-
prise. You consider yourself lucky to
even be there to hear it. Now that they
are in charge, I'm sure that they'll start
to realize what they have the ability to
do, but it's just a question of what they
decide to do with it.

To Jenny Cieplak, you had the
most thankless job out of everyone last
semester, and not once did you com-
plain, and always was it done with deft
skill and excellence. I know it’s not an
easy thing to do to buck up and accept
such a role, but you did, and I think
you’ve been rewarded for that sacrifice.

To Annie Wartanian, I thank you
for your effort and your excellence. It
always went beyond what I ever need-
ed of you, but you always had more
when I asked for it. I only ask that you
don't be so hard on yourself. When
someone tells you that you did a great
job, they mean it. They're not trying to
humor you. But, we really got on the
same wavelength over the last couple
months, and when I finished an article
I could already tell what changes you
were going to make, and they were
always for the better and they always
truly conveyed what I was trying to say
but could never really find the words.
Last week, Annie sat down and
rewrote one of the sections of my arti-
cle, and the genius of it was clear. For
everyone who liked what I wrote last
week, thank Annie, she's responsible
for it.

To Katie Mierau, our compatriot
who is set to return from the business
school in the fall, I thank you for being
my alter-ego, for always understanding

me when no one else could or would.
Katie, perhaps more than anyone else
right now, knows what amazing things
the world can offer, but that it takes
being happy with what is right in front
of you before that means anything. It is
amazing to watch someone grow as
much as Katie has in the past year, and
I wish I could tell her what is waiting
out there for her, but I know she is on
the verge of realizing she can do what-
ever she wants.

To Alaina Dartt, I don't know what
I would have done without you. I can-
not describe the relationship Lain and I
share, but I know that anyone else who
knows her would be equally frustrated
in the challenge. The best word for
Alaina is unique. The second you think
she is naïve, she smacks you upside the
head with her cunning. When I say that
the second I have the money I'm going
to put Alaina on retainer I mean it,
because there is simply no other person
at this law school I would rather have
representing me when my ass was on
the line. She can and always will beat
you with the strength of her arguments
and the pure conviction of her beliefs,
and she is someone who, in the great
words of Leo on West Wing, as long as I
have a job, she will have a job.

To Audrey Perry, instead of thank-
ing you for anything, I'm going to ask a
favor. Don't settle for anything, don't
hold yourself back, don't be anything
less than what you want to be. I know
that is much easier said than done, but
you would let too much talent go to
waste to do anything less with what
has been given to you. Take this thing
and run with it, show me what you can
do.

Finally, last and certainly not least,
my thanks to Emy Hancock, the next
EIC. Emy has all the tools to do the job
- intelligence, style, grace under pres-
sure - but the quality she possesses
above all others is leadership. She came
late to the race to decide who would be
next in line, but when she did she made
it clear there was no other choice. Emy
has what it takes to keep this group
together while at the same time taking
it to the next level. She has displayed
leadership qualities in the last few
weeks that I wish I possessed. But, per-
haps the best thing I can say about her
is this, I trust her with this. With Emy at
the helm, I know I can step down, safe
in the knowledge that the Law Weekly
won't slip in our absence, but will
instead kick it into the next gear.

So, that's it for me group. What else
can I say?  I thank everyone who has
read even one word of the Law Weekly
over the past three years. But, in my
final column as EIC, I would like to
remind everyone of this - life is too
short to focus on the small stuff. Let
your feelings be known, kiss the girl
you like next time you see her, raise
your hand in class, go see the monu-
ments, go work out, don't sweat the job
market, be grateful you're at
Georgetown, and finally, take a second
to reflect upon what you have accom-
plished in your life. I like to think that
mere acceptance at this school puts you
in the top 5 percent of the world, and
here you are. Stop and think about
what that means before you stress
about some Research & Writing multi-
ple-choice exam. Life is too short to
hold back, so I ask you all to lighten up
a bit, appreciate things for what they
are, and enjoy yourselves. Make every
second count.

Mass Appeal
Jon Massimino
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