
by Catherine Tenney, 1L
Law Weekly

The Equal Justice Foundation
kicked off its annual Summer
Fellowship Fund Drive last Thursday
by hosting a "keg-on-the-quad"
event. While cool weather kept the
festivities in the cafeteria, the event
attracted over 100 students to enjoy
the free food and drink and to learn
more about the summer projects their
classmates are raising money to fund.

The EJF Summer Fellowship
Fund Drive solicits money from stu-
dents, faculty, staff and alumni in
order to provide stipends for stu-

by Sayo Kondo, 1L
Law Weekly

A female GULC student was
walking north on 2nd Street near
Massachusetts Avenue at 3:30 p.m. on
Monday, March 1, when she was
approached from behind by an
African American male of 23 to 24
years of age. The individual struck
the student in the face and in the arm
and knocked her to the ground. He
then proceeded to jog toward Union
Station. Two GULC students, who
witnessed the incident, contacted the
Capitol Hill Police and followed the
suspect to the station. The suspect
was subsequently arrested and posi-
tively identified as the assailant by
the victim. Following booking, the
assailant was transported to St.
Elizabeth Hospital for psychiatric
evaluation. The assault victim was
not injured. 

This individual had been seen
around the area before, near the Post
Office on Massachusetts Avenue. The

Department of Public Safety (DPS)
obtained a photograph of the
assailant and made a notice barring
him from coming near the vicinity of
the campus. 

Similarly, on Thursday, March 4
at 6:50 p.m., another female GULC
student, walking on E Street from 3rd

Street to 2nd Street on the interstate
395 overpass bridge, was approached
from behind by a middle-aged
African American male. The individ-
ual grabbed the student in a bear hug
and demanded she give him a dollar,

by Jenny Cieplak, 2L
Law Weekly

Last Wednesday, the faculty voted
to get rid of ExamSoft, effective imme-
diately.  The proposal was presented
by the Academic Standards Committee
to eliminate the test-taking computer
software which blocks access to other
programs while students take exams.
By a vote that was characterized as "not
close," the proposal to end the use of
the program was accepted. This semes-
ter will mark the first time since 1997,
when laptop use for exams began at
the Law Center, that there will be no
blocking software installed on stu-
dents' computers.  

Professor Michael Seidman, the
Chair of the Academic Standards
Committee, explained the reasons
behind the proposal: "Students made it
very clear that it was making their lives
miserable, and we don't want to make
people's lives miserable." 

Even before the Student Bar
Association vote to end the use of
ExamSoft, there was "a mounting level

by Michael Palisano, 1L
Law Weekly

This year’s election, although
hotly contested, is sure to produce
dramatic change in the leadership of
the SBA as well as at the Law Center
in general. A barrage of ethical and
legal violations have been raised, thus
ensuring that SBA election reform will
be among the first topics addressed by
the incoming SBA delegation.

However, the degree of change
need not be overstated. While outgo-
ing SBA President Nathan Headrick,
3L, will not be included in the SBA
leadership for the first time in 2 years,
many of the faces may look the same,
or at least familiar to SBA insiders.
Foremost among them is returning
SBA Secretary Leah Schmelzer, 2L,
who will serve another year as
Secretary after an unopposed election.
Luce Remy, 2L and former 2L
Delegate, will succeed Fentrice
Driskell, 3L, as SBA Treasurer. She
defeated Deanna Smith, 1L, who
served as Section 3 delegate. Sharon
Houle, 2E, won the spot as evening
Vice President.

The races for President and Vice
President were especially hotly con-
tested, with the tickets of Alaina Dartt,
2L and Bill Walsh, 2L duking it out
with the team of Clark Walton, 2L and

Paul Deeringer, 1L, and the team of
Derron Parks, 2L, Feras Gadamsi, 1L,
and Remy. Nick Trutanich, 2L, also
staged a strong bid for SBA President.
While Dartt and Walsh received more
votes than the other candidates, they
did not win a clear majority, as SBA
guidelines stipulate they must in
order to gain election. Thus a runoff
election was held last week between

Dartt and Walsh and their nearest
competitors, Walton and Deeringer.
In the runoff election, Walsh defeated
Deeringer to win a spot as the Day
Vice-President, succeeding James
Bond, 3L. Dartt also received more
votes than Walton in the run-off elec-
tion, but Walton contested the elec-
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Photo by Kevin Mittler
Together for their first picture as the SBA’s new executive board (L-R): 
Secretary Leah Schmelzer, 2L, Evening Vice-President Sharon Houle, 2L, President
Alaina Dartt, 2L, Day Vice-President Bill Walsh, 2L, and Treasurer Luce Remy, 2L
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use at GULC
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A female student was attacked earlier this month on the bridge over I-395. 

Dartt wins contested SBA election

“Uninhibited, robust, and wide-open”

EJF kicks
off fund
drive with
food, drink

See EJF, page 3
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Clinic Application Deadline
If you would like to enroll in a

clinic next year, you must submit your
general clinic application online no
later than 5 p.m. on Friday, March 26.
Clinic-specific supplemental applica-
tions and materials must be submitted
to the respective clinic offices in hard
copy no later than 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 31.  Clinical
Course Application & Information
packets are available in room 336 and
the Registrar's Office.  Application
information and forms are also avail-
able at http://www.law.georgetown.edu/
clinics/informationpacket.htm. An alpha-
betical list of all students who applied
for a clinic will be posted in the third
floor atrium and on the web
(http://www.law.georgetown.edu/clinics)
on Monday, March 29 in the after-
noon. Please check the list and if your
name does not appear, contact
Jermaine Cruz at jc225@law.george-
town.edu; 662-9862 as soon as possible. 

         

Third Annual Miles W.
Kirkpatrick Antitrust Lecture

Thomas E. Kauper will deliver
the third annual Miles W. Kirkpatrick
Antitrust Lecture, "Section Two of the
Sherman Act: The Search for
Standards" on Tuesday, March 30,
2004 at 4:30 p. m. on the 12th Floor of
the Bernard S. and Sarah M. Gewirz
Student Center (please note location
change). Kauper is the former
Assistant Attorney General for
Antitrust, U.S. Department of Justice
and is currently the Henry M. Butzel
Professor of Law at the University of
Michigan.  The annual Miles W.
Kirkpatrick Antitrust Lecture has been
made possible by the generosity of
Morgan, Lewis and Bockius LLP.  A
reception will follow.  All are welcome
to attend.  

For more information, please
contact Catherine Young at (202)
662-9533.

         

Not For Paranoiacs
The Law Center, along with

the Constitution Project and the law
firm of Wilmer, Cutler and Pickering
LLP, is pleased to present a panel dis-
cussion entitled “Video Surveillance:
Legal and Technological Challenges.”
The event will be held on the 12th floor
of Gewirz Student Center on Tuesday,
March 23 from 9:30 a.m. until noon.
The featured speaker will be Senator
Patrick Leahy of Vermont, and pan-
elists will include Charles Ramsey,
Chief of the Washington Metropolitan
Police and Professor John Podesta of
the Law Center.  The discussion will
focus on the impact of new and emerg-
ing video surveillance technologies on
privacy and civil liberties. Sen. Leahy
will speak at 11:30 a.m.

         

Class Gift
Time is running out! There are

only 17 days left to participate in the
Graduating Class Gift Program!  Our
goal is to reach 50% participation by
April 1.  Even a simple gift of $1 counts
towards reaching this goal.  Drop your
gift in the blue Class Gift box in the
Student Affairs office or stop by the
Graduating Class Gift table and make
your gift! Not only will donations of
$15 receive a t-shirt but the section
with the highest participation will win
a FREE HAPPY HOUR! So support
your section and Georgetown Law -
make a gift today!

         

Join the GOP!
Join the Republican Law

Students on Monday, March 22 at 5:30
p.m. in room 110 to elect next year's
officers.  Food will be provided!

         

Jordanian Embassy Reception
The International Law Society

will be hosting a reception at the
Embassy of Jordan on Wednesday,
March 24 at 6 p.m. The Embassy is 5
minutes walking distance from the
Van Ness Metro. Jordanian
Ambassador Karim Kawar will speak
on current relations between Jordan
and the US, as well as an assessment of
Jordan's evolving role in the Middle
East. Plentiful array of Middle Eastern
food served! You must sign up in
order to attend this event. E-mail
Claudia Slavin at crs32@law.george-
town.edu about attending. 

         

Homecourt Faculty Bartending
Enjoy a drink served by your

favorite faculty members! Get a beer
from Dean Bellamy or Professor
Byrne! Enjoy a pint courtesy of
Professor Pillard! Chug with Professor
Chused! Other bartenders include
Professors Lazarus, Feldman, Rubin,
and Seidman as well as Father Quinn
and “the Bard” himself, Dean Wally
Mlyniec! $1 Beers and other donations
are accepted with the proceeds going
to the Washington Legal Clinic for the
homeless. The event will be held
Thursday, March 25 from 3:30 to 5:30
on the quad.

         

Faith and Choice
Join the Jewish Law Students

Association, Georgetown Law
Students for Choice, the Muslim Law
Students Association and Catholics for
a Free Choice for a discussion on faith
and reproductive freedom.
Participants hope you will come and
be part of an open and respectful dia-
logue on this important topic on
Monday, March 22, at 4 p.m. on the
12th floor of Gewirz.

Solution on page 5



dents who will be working on public
interest projects over the summer.
Community members who con-
tribute are asked to preference those
projects they deem most worthwhile,
and the projects receiving the most
votes are those that receive funding. 

Gayle Horwitz, 2L and EJF Fund
Drive Co-Chair, emphasized the
importance of community support
for the fund drive. "It shows the larg-
er world that here at GULC public
interest work is valued," she said.
"The school might have a lot of catchy
slogans about justice and equality,
but until we all step up and actually
pay for students to have experiences
in organizations that serve these
goals, these words are pretty hollow."

In addition to the opportunity to
support a good cause, the promise of
free beer is sure to get law students
excited, and Thursday's event was no
exception. The beer and snacks
helped to get people to open up their
wallets and support the fundraising
effort. 

"I think whenever you're trying
to get money out of people it's good
to get them liquored up first," said

Craig Tamamoto, 1L, as he read
descriptions of the various projects
posted next to the EJF fund-raising
table outside the Chapel.

Over 130 students applied to
receive an EJF fellowship award. To
be eligible, they had to secure sum-
mer jobs by Tuesday, March 16 with
organizations serving the public
interest. Applicants also had to com-
mit to working five hours on the fund
drive, including three hours to be
spent calling thousands of GULC
alumni to ask for contributions. 

Horwitz said she hoped every-
one in the GULC would contribute
something, whether with a cash
donation, by pledging a portion of
their summer salary, or just by drop-
ping spare change into the EJF piggy
bank. "We'll need to raise $300,000 in
order to fund every student that
applied for funding," said Horwitz,
"so we want everyone to give early
and often."

The fund drive will last until
March 24. Students, faculty and staff
can make contributions at the tables
outside of the cafeteria by cash, check
or credit card, or they may pledge a
donation and defer payment until
September.
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Ban on virtual child
porn faces legal hurdles

by Mark Leighton, 3L
Law Weekly

Congress's attempts to pass a
law banning the production of vir-
tual child pornography faces seri-
ous First Amendment problems,
according to an Air Force JAG
addressing the Law Center's chap-
ter of the Federalist Society.

Capt. Taylor Smith, who prose-
cutes child pornography cases in
the Government and Trial
Appellate Division of the Air Force
Legal Services Agency, spoke last
Wednesday about the state of the
law regarding the internet and
child pornography. He traced the
aftereffects of recent caselaw in the
area and Congress's attempts to
work around them.

Chief among the legal obsta-
cles is Ashcroft v. Free Speech
Coalition, a 2002 case that struck
down parts of the Child
Pornography Prevention Act of
1996 as unconstitutionally over-
broad. The Court reasoned that the
law, which among other things
banned the depiction of adults
appearing as children, could crimi-
nalize a movie of Romeo and Juliet,
for example. The case also held
that "virtual child pornography" -
computer generated images using
no real children - could not be pro-
scribed.

Smith noted that both sides in
Ashcroft had relied on the case of
New York v. Ferber, which ruled
that child pornography was not
protected. Since the technology to
make virtual pornography did not
exist then, it was not addressed in
the Court's opinion. But Ashcroft
did not extend Ferber to virtual
pornography.

Justice Kennedy's opinion

found that Ferber dealt with harm
to a real child, whereas virtual
pornography, however repugnant,
did not. But Smith took serious
issue with the Court's disagree-
ments with the congressional find-
ings that virtual pornography was
as harmful to children as real pic-
tures. He identified two reasons
why it was harmful: the images
whet the appetite of potential
offenders, and they allow offend-
ers to coerce children into acts by
showing them the pictures. 

Smith admitted to being
"shocked" when the Court struck
down the law, and noted the dele-
terious effects the ruling has had
on criminal prosecutions. He
pointed out that the technology to
completely create images from
scratch was not truly feasible yet,
but there was enough technology
available to morph real images
into seeming virtual.

He explained that the extreme
difficulty of proving that an image
is not computer generated has led
prosecutors to only go forward
with cases where they have inde-
pendent verification of a child's
existence, for example through
existing images on the govern-
ment's Innocent Images database. 

Explaining that Congress has
been on a "kiddie porn fix," Smith
noted the recently passed "Protect
Act" and its incorporation of
Ashcroft. However, it places the
burden of proving that an image is
virtual on the defendant, and is
likely to be struck down. While
Smith was "absolutely certain" that
virtual porn will eventually be ille-
gal, in the short term he was pes-
simistic that Congress and the
Court would "get it right."

EJF from page 1

EJF fund drive has begun

Photo by Kevin Mittler, 1L

Students feed the pig and partake of the beer at EJF’s fund drive keg party.

by Shawn Bates, 1L
Law Weekly

Earlier this month, a students in a
packed Moot Courtroom listened to
Bryan Stevenson, the Executive
Director of the Equal Justice Initiative
of Alabama. Stevenson is one of the
top public interest lawyers in the
country, and a man with a mission. A
Harvard-educated lawyer with
degrees from both the law school and
the Kennedy School of Government,
Stevenson returned to his native
Alabama to help relieve some of the
injustice he saw in the Alabama crim-
inal justice system -- a system which
has sentenced more people to death
per capita than any other state.

Alabama has one of the highest
death-row populations in the country,
with 190 people currently facing a
sentence of death. This high incidence
is partially due to a unique feature of
Alabama criminal law -- the ability of
an elected judge to override a jury
verdict of life and impose the death
penalty.

Approximately one-third of the
African-American male population of
Alabama cannot vote. This is because
Alabama remains one of the few
states which statutorily disenfranchis-
es anyone convicted of a felony. If the
system continues, it is estimated that
the number may rise as high as 40
percent.  

Alabama also does not have a
state-wide public defender's office,
though certain jurisdictions maintain
their own offices. The court-appoint-
ed lawyers are of varying quality and
experience. Judges pull names off a
list of attorneys who have said they
will be available for this relatively
low-paying work. Often these are solo
practitioners who use the court-
appointed work as a means of estab-
lishing a practice.  

According to Stevenson, it is the
mission of the Equal Justice Initiative
(EJI) to "provide legal representation
to indigent defendants and prisoners
who have been denied fair and just
treatment in the legal system." He has
had many interesting experiences in
his work, and his stories resonated
powerfully with the group. 

He told a story of defending a
man the community knew to be inno-
cent, because he was 10 miles away
when the crime was committed. This
man was apparently a victim of police
and prosecutorial misconduct. At the

first day of his trial, representatives of
the African-American community
showed up in force, filling the court-
room. The second day, most of that
community had been forbidden
access to the courtroom to avoid caus-
ing a disturbance.  Additionally, a
metal detector had been placed inside
the courtroom and a German
Shepherd placed inside after the
metal detector.  One woman who had
been chosen as a representative of the
group to be one of the few present in
the courtroom walked in proudly,
head high . . . until she saw the dog.
She left quickly, nearly in tears. As she
apologized to Mr. Stevenson later, she
could not get past the dog, because it
brought back memories of being
attacked by the police dogs at the
Selma, Alabama marches that were a
part of the civil rights movement.

The next day she again walked in,
but made it past the dog. Constantly
repeating under her breath, "I ain't
afraid of no dog," she took a space
immediately behind the defense table.
There she remained standing and
announced for all to hear, "I am here."  

A similar sentiment was echoed
by an elderly African-American jani-
tor at another trial where Stevenson
found himself to be the only African
American in a very hostile courtroom.
The case involved police, prosecutori-
al and judicial misconduct, and his
defense case had angered many in the
majority white legal establishment.
The janitor had seen Stevenson come
in, and given him encouragement.
Upon seeing that he was all alone in
the courtroom, and after much pacing
outside, the elderly man came in and
sat immediately behind Mr.
Stevenson.  When one of the assistant
district attorneys questioned what he
"was doing there,"  his reply was sim-
ply, "I am here to tell this young man
to keep his eyes on the prize, and that
I am here for him." 

The EJI has five full-time attor-
neys, and relies largely on the donat-
ed efforts of other lawyers to try and
meet the incredible need for post-con-
viction assistance. Public interest
work is not easy, nor is it always
rewarding.  Stevenson told stories of
triumph, but he told stories of being
with a man in the final hours before
his execution in the electric chair.

As one student said after the
event, "the work may not be easy, but
it is necessary."  

EJI director visits GULC 
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Aristide’s departure causes confusion in Haiti

by Amanda Shafer, 3L
Law Weekly

In the first hours of Sunday,
February 29, one of two things hap-
pened. Either President Jean
Bertrand Aristide of Haiti resigned
of his own free will and, having
asked for help from the United
States, was spirited out of the coun-
try for his own safety and that of his
family; or, as the former President
himself claims, he was literally kid-
napped by U.S. Marines, and taken
by force and against his will to the
Central African Republic. 

By Monday morning Congress-
persons Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Ca)
and Rep. Charles Rangel (D-NY)
were backing Aristide's account, and
demanding an explanation from the
administration, which vehemently
denied the allegations. According to
Secretary of State Colin Powell, "He
was not kidnapped. We did not force
him onto the airplane. He went on
the airplane willingly and that's the
truth."

The international community
has aligned itself on various sides,
with many of the Caribbean nations
backing Aristide. Kofi Annan has
stated that he is unaware of any U.S.-
inspired coup d'etat, but noted that
if the U.S. had sponsored a coup,
such behavior would be in violation
of international law. The issue also
quickly became political fodder in
the U.S. as John Kerry stated that he
would have supported the faltering
democratically-elected President, by
"send[ing] troops immediately," a
measure that many of his

Democratic colleagues such as Rep.
Barbara Lee (D -CA) had petitioned
for. Aristide's cause has been cham-
pioned heartily by members of the
Congressional Black Caucus, many
of whom are personal friends of
Aristide's. Aristide himself has con-
tinued to repeat the allegations of a
U.S.-led coup, raising serious ques-
tions, yet again, about the lawfulness
of U.S. foreign policy.

Haiti is a republic with a bloody
and difficult history. The
Amerindians who inhabited the
island until the coming of Columbus
were annihilated by the Spanish
within a quarter of a century. In 1697
Spain ceded the colony to France,
under whose rule it prospered finan-
cially, but only through the heavy
importation of slaves and degrada-
tion of the environment. In the late
18th century, popular leader
Toussaint L'Ouverture led a slave
rebellion, at the end of which in
1804, Haiti became the second free
republic in the Western hemisphere,
and the first free black republic to
declare its independence. 

Sadly, even from these early
days relations with the United States
were strained. The U.S. was hesitant
to recognize the fledgling state,
despite the fact that it had followed
in its own example, as those sup-
porting slavery were afraid that the
free black republic had set a prece-
dent that would have negative
implications for their own interests. 

In the twentieth century, Haiti
suffered under three decades of Jean
Claude Duvalier's bloody dictator-
ship and military rule before the

election of President Aristide in
1990. Unsurprisingly, the military
staged another coup early in
Aristide's first term, but he was able
to return to power in 1994 with the
help of President Clinton, despite
lingering ideological differences
between the U.S and Haiti. He
passed the presidential mantle to a
successor in 1996, but won a second
term in 2000 in what was a heavily
contested election. He began his new
term in 2001, and acted as President
until the events of late February. 

Haiti has long been and remains
one of the poorest countries in the
hemisphere, with over 80% of the
population living in abject poverty.
6.1% of the population is living with
AIDS or HIV, and the country suf-
fers from a critical shortage of med-
ical professionals. Mr. Aristide had
often been criticized for failing to
live up to his campaign promises to
alleviate poverty and improve the
economy.

Meanwhile, rebel troops led by
former Duvalier death squad leaders
Louis Jodel Chamblain and Guy
Philippe seem to have been tem-
porarily disarmed after their entry
into Port au Prince and the incidents
of bloodshed that followed their
arrival. Demonstrators continue to
protest both for and against the old
regime, and sporadic episodes of
shootings and violence continue. 

A new U.S. approved cabinet has
been installed, but this Cabinet does-
n't contain a single member of
Aristide's Lavalas party, which had
been the majority party. The Lavalas
party is a grassroots movement that

the U.S. government has historically
opposed, much in the same way as
the U.S. has traditionally opposed
the leftist grassroots organizations
behind Hugo Chavez in Venezuela,
Salvador Allende in Chile, and now
Luis Inacio Lula da Silva in Brazil. 

The man responsible for
appointing the new Cabinet mem-
bers, Gerald Latortue, had been in
exile in Florida for decades prior to
being recalled at the instigation of
the U.S. The appointments have
been called "a serious mistake" by
the Caribbean community, which
will discuss whether to recognize the
new government at a conference on
March 25-26. 

In the last few days, internation-
al forces entered Haiti's poorest
slums to secure the disarmament of
Aristide loyalists. The project has
been successful so far, but Aristide's
supporters say that it is not over for
them, with one stating that "the
incentive for us is that we're hoping
Jean-Bertrand Aristide will return."
Aristide, too, is hoping for his
return. On Monday of last week,
Aristide left the Central African
Republic for Jamaica, which had
offered to host him for eight to ten
weeks, much to the dismay of the
administration, which felt that
Aristide should stay farther away
from the Caribbean. 

The allegations made by Aristide
continue to raise serious questions in
the U.S. As stated by Rep. Lee, "How
can we call for democracy in Iraq
and not say very clearly that we sup-
port democratic elections as the only
option in Haiti?" 

by Feras Gadamsi, 1L
Law Weekly

When 1L Jocelyn Smith and her
family went upstairs to her room
the first Sunday of spring break,
they left their vehicle parked and
unattended full of luggage and pos-
sessions.

Less than 10 minutes later,
Smith and her family came out of
Gewirz Student Center to find shat-
tered glass and a black SUV pulling
away with some of their belongings.

"I didn't really put it together
until I saw the shattered glass on the
ground," Smith said. 

"My father actually saw the
driver and got a little bit of the
license plate."

Smith's father described the
thief as a black male in his late 20s.
The vehicle was a black SUV with
Virginia tags, but no family member
was able to identify the model.

"It was a pretty nondescript car-
maybe a Blazer," Smith said. "I start-
ed running down the street after the
car, but I saw he was getting away
so I ran into Gewirz and banged on
the door to the public safety officer."

Smith and her family were get-
ting ready to embark on their first
family vacation in years. Her moth-
er, father and younger sister made
the 10-hour trek in their white
Honda CRV from the family home
in Gainesville, FL, to visit Smith in
Washington, D.C.

"The car was very full and my
sister's purse was sitting on top so
that probably got his attention,"
Smith said. "The luggage is proba-
bly what did it because it wasn't an
expensive car."

Smith said that she came down
to greet her family as they parked in
the metered parking between E and
Massachusetts Ave. on 2nd Street.
The family then went upstairs to
Smith's room to pick her luggage up
and take care of last minute issues
before leaving for New Jersey to
visit Smith's grandmother.

"My sister left her purse in the
car, and we went upstairs for me to
grab my jacket," Smith said. "We
were upstairs 15 minutes at the
most."

According to the department of
public safety, the cameras timed the
break-in at eight minutes. The cam-
eras caught the incident on tape but
were unable to identify the plates on
the vehicle or the criminal.

Public safety reported that the
criminal pulled up behind the Smith
car and popped the hood of the
vehicle. This was done to distract
onlookers by making it seem the
criminal was fixing his car while he
broke into the vehicle.

The perpetrator got away with
Smith's sister's purse, her father's
suitcase and Smith's backpack,
which did not contain her books or
laptop.

"What set me off the deep end

was that my birthday present for
my sister was stolen, and I just burst
into tears," Smith said. "[The gift
was made up of] lots of silly things I
had made for her. We got in the
habit of sending each other care
packages."

Smith's family was not alone.
Over the break, two other break-ins
occurred, including one in which a
car window was shattered to steal
change from a cup holder.

"I heard two other cars were
broken into over the break," Smith
said. "I think they may have been
targeting us because they knew we
were going in and out of the build-
ing [for spring break]."

The damage to the Smith family
car was extensive, and will require
the entire door to be replaced. Smith
believes that at least two rocks were
thrown at the vehicle to cause the
damage she saw, including one that
was embedded in a piece of lug-
gage.

"There was quite a bit of dam-
age there for only one rock, unless
he threw himself against the win-
dow, in which case I hope he was
badly lacerated," Smith added.

Smith and her family praised
the Department of Public Safety for
helping them even though they
were unable to catch the thief. Both
she and her parents plan on writing
letters to the Department commend-
ing its efforts.

"They helped us clear the glass

away and tape up the window so
we could get on our way," Smith
said.

Thankfully for the family, insur-
ance will cover most of the cost for
replacing the door. Still, the bad
start to the family vacation coupled
with the recent crime spree around
the Law Center has Smith and her
family worried about campus safe-
ty.

"Up until now, [my parents]
have only worried about terrorism.
They didn't like me living in a city,
and they really don't like it now,"
Smith said.

"It's really got me thinking. I'm
hoping not to be on campus next
year," Smith added. "In a city like
D.C., you always have to be alert,
but I'd like to live somewhere my
parents can park on the street for
five minutes without having to
worry about their car being broken
into and having their things taken
away."

Smith urged students to be on
the lookout and never leave posses-
sions alone even for a second. She
added that students should try not
to leave their cars unattended and
avoid leaving valuables -- visible or
otherwise -- in your vehicle.

The other cars that were broken
into this week were non-students.
One was the girlfriend of a student
and the other was a contract worker
on the building site.

Student's family victim of car break-in near Gewirz
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The following crimes occurred in and
around Georgetown Law Center within
the last three weeks. If anyone has any
information that could help in the investi-
gations of these crimes, please contact the
Office of Public Safety at (202) 662-9325
or MPD.

Office of Public Safety

March 1, 2004 - Student Assaulted
A female student was assaulted

on 2nd Street, N.W. near the corner of
Massachusetts Ave., N.W. around
3:30 p.m. She was struck in the face
and arm and later transported to the
hospital. Suspect was later appre-
hended and identified. See story on
page 1 for more information.

March 4, 2004 - Bridge Mugging
A female student was grabbed on

the D street I-395 bridge between 2nd
and 3rd Streets, N.W. at 6:50 p.m.
Suspect demanded a dollar or he
would throw her off the bridge.
Student was not harmed and suspect
was eventually arrested for a series of
such assaults by the DC Protection
Police. See story on page 1 for more infor-
mation.

March 4, 2004 - Vehicle Break-in
At 9:08 a.m. a contract worker at

the Law Center construction site went
to feed the meter at his car on 2nd
Street, N.W. when he found his front
right window smashed and personal
items stolen from the console. Stolen
items included loose change and a
blue/gray CD case with 300 CDs. A
police report was filed for insurance
purposes.

March 7, 2004 - Vehicle Break-in
An SUV parked on 2nd Street,

N.W. was broken into through the
rear window. The window was shat-
tered with a small rock. Stolen items
included a student’s backpack,
clothes bag, and purse with money
and assorted ID/credit cards. MPD
was furnished with a detailed
description of the suspect and his
vehicle, including partial license plate
number. See story on page 4 for more
information.

March 13, 2004- Property Destruction
An OPS officer on patrol heard a

popping sound while near 2nd Street,
N.W. at 7:15 a.m. He saw a suspect
reach into the right rear passenger
window. Suspect had just broken the
window with a small rock. Officer
radioed for backup and approached
the suspect. He told him that he was
under arrest and to place his hands
behind his back. Suspect fled, running
north on 2nd Street, and the officer
pursued. Suspect was run down and
apprehended around the G Street
Quad. Another officer joined the pur-
suit and assisted arresting the suspect.
Suspect was taken back to the OPS for
processing and transfer to MPD cus-
tody. 

The non-GULC community car
owner was visting a Law Center stu-
dent at Gewirz and was notified of the
break-in.  Nothing was taken from the
vehicle, so the crime was listed as
destruction of property. MPD took
pictures and dusted for fingerprints
before taking suspect from the scene. 

CCrriimmeeBBeeaattGULC students assaulted on local roads
threatening to throw her off the bridge
if she did not comply. Metropolitan
Police Department (MPD) Officers
passing in a vehicle observed the inci-
dent. The individual then released the
student, but immediately grabbed
another female (not a GULC student)
in a similar manner. DC Protection
Police officers arrested the individual
and transported him away from the
area. The assault victim was not
injured. 

The assailants in the two cases
may have had inadequate psychiatric
medication or alcohol and drug treat-
ment.

The Director of the Department of
Public Safety, Raymond V. Smith, stat-
ed that such incidents are rare, consid-
ering that the two assault cases
occurred within three days of one
another. The University has given spe-
cial attention to the area around the
campus, and increased patrolling.
Smith stated that due to the warmer
weather, more people are outside, and
that GULC students are potential vic-
tims. He advised students to walk
with a purpose, preferably in groups.
Smith also warned, "There are many
generous students who try to help out
the street people who ask for money,
but it is better not to engage in conver-
sations with them. The residents of the
Community for Creative Non-
Violence (CCNV) [the homeless shel-
ter on 2nd Street] receive adequate
food, treatment and other necessities,
and they don't need to ask for money."

Smith emphasized that although
the immediate assumption is that the
area around the campus is unsafe due
to the presence of CCNV, the residents
of the shelter are generally not the
problem. There are very few cases
when the residents of CCNV in fact
cause problems, and it is usually the
people who do not conform to the
rules of CCNV and are not allowed
into the community who become
street people and ask for money. 

Smith stated that the safety
around the Law Center is about the
same as in other big cities, and that
there has been a dramatic increase in
security in the past eight years that he
has worked for the DPS. "There has
been positive growth around the area
and statistics show a steady improve-
ment [in safety]. Violent crimes are
rare, and crimes of opportunity, such
as pickpocketing in the Union Station
and identity thefts may be reduced

with greater student awareness." 
The DPS is taking proactive meas-

ures to increase security and is paying
more attention to the perimeter of the
campus, such as the alley behind
Gewirz and the child care area. The
DPS also works with the Capitol Hill
Police, the Metropolitan Police
Department, and the Park Police, and
all of them are available to respond to
any anomalies.

Student reactions to the two inci-
dents were varied. Nadia Asancheyev,
1L and a commuter to GULC, com-
mented, "I think the University is
doing a pretty good job [about the
security], but if similar cases continue,
it needs to do something more." 

Another commuter, J.D. Ellis, 1L,
said, "People need to be aware more
and not walk alone, especially in the
evening, although I don't feel unsafe
when I'm commuting. I don't know
what else the University can do about
security."

Sergeant Marie Ellis of the
Department of Public Safety called out
for greater student awareness of the

area surrounding the Law Center.
Ellis commented that, "There are two
particularly aggressive panhandlers
around the area, but most of them
simply ask for money. The aggressive
ones are rare, and incidents like these
occur in isolated occasions." 

Ellis said that sudents can protect
themselves against aggressive pan-
handlers by being "on alert."

"Don't listen to earphones while
walking, and hold your bags to your
side. It may be better to have cell
phones also. Students may wish to
carry a whistle or Mace, although they
may never have to use them." 

Sergeant Ellis anticipated increas-
ing the number of patrol officers with
the opening of the new buildings and
getting more assistance from the other
police departments. She also called
out to the students to report to the
DPS if they observe any suspicious
behavior or persons, and praised the
student who followed the assailant to
the Union Station and identified the
individual to the Capitol Hill Police. 

ASSAULTS from page 1

Photo by Kevin Mittler, 1L

A female student was attacked earlier this month on this corner by GULC.

Thursday March 18, 2004 

Dear Members of the Georgetown
University community: 

This morning local law enforce-
ment authorities notified us about
the possibility of a threat today
against unspecified schools in
Washington, DC.  There is no more
detailed information about the kinds
of schools, locations or particular
threat.  Although there is no specific
information that leads us to believe
that our campus is a particular target
we are nonetheless taking all possi-
ble precautions to be alert to this sit-
uation and urge you to do the same.

Again let me reiterate that we do

not believe that this is a specific
threat against Georgetown
University or our campus communi-
ty.  We will keep you informed if any
further information arises that would
cause a change in campus operations.
You can always check the emergency
preparedness website at:

http://preparedness.georgetown.edu 

for information on responding to
emergency situations.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
David F. Morrell
Vice President for University Safety

Safety alert from Georgetown University 
Department of Homeland

Security Alert Level:

ELEVATED (Yellow)
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of concern" among faculty over the
program, Seidman continued.
According to Seidman, the level of
anxiety during finals week was high
enough without students having to be
concerned about their computers not
working or mysteriously shutting
down during exams.  

Life without ExamSoft will be
very similar to life with it, except for
the bugs and malfunctions. While
there will be no blocking software, the
default rule for exams will be that stu-
dents are not allowed to access other
programs during exam periods. "This
prohibition during the Spring 2004
semester on accessing outside infor-
mation will . . . meet the expectation
students have had with respect to the
information that can be accessed dur-
ing Spring 2004 exams," said
Registrar Scott Foster.  

The rule against accessing saved
material on computers will be
enforced mainly through the honor
system, just like the rules against
bringing extra material into exams,
Seidman reported. Of course, proc-
tors will be in the room, and other
students could report honor code vio-
lations as well. 

The rule against using other com-
puter programs will also help rectify
a perceived fairness imbalance
between students who handwrite
exams and students who use comput-
ers. Because they will not be able to
access other programs, students will
be unable to cut and paste pre-written
answers. 

Professor Spann has already
allowed students to take computer
exams without ExamSoft. He sug-
gests that cutting and pasting
answers could be detrimental to a stu-
dent's grade.

"So far, I have seen one exam in
which the student obviously cut and
pasted material from the student's
course outline into his or her exam
answer . . . My impression is that this
did not help the student at all, and
may have harmed the student by con-
veying to me the impression that the
student did not have a good sense of
what was relevant and what was
irrelevant."

Most students expressed joy at
the idea of being able to use laptops
without the blocking software. But at
least one student was unruffled when
told about the end of the ExamSoft
era: "That's great and all, but I still like
handwriting better."

EXAMSOFT from page 1

ExamSoft no longer in use

by Nicholas C. Erickson, 1L
Law Weekly

Next month the United States
Supreme Court will be hearing oral
arguments concerning the legitima-
cy of military detentions at
Guantanamo Bay. On Thursday
March 25, 2004 at 8 p.m. the Student
Ambassadors and the Office of
Admissions are sponsoring a panel
discussion in the Moot Cortroom
about whether this action is an exer-
cise of civil defense or a violation of
civil liberties. The panel will include:

Joe diGenova, Former U.S.
Attorney, District of Columbia;
Alice Fisher, Former Deputy
Assistant Attorney General,
Dept. of Justice;
Congressman Barney Frank (D-
MA);
Elisa Massimino, Washington
Director of Human Rights First;
Richard Perle, Former Asst.
Secretary of Defense, Chairman
of Defense Policy Board;
David Rivkin, Former Legal
Advisor to the Counsel of
President Bush;
Tom Wilner, Attorney
Representing Twelve
Guantanamo Bay Detainees; and
James Zogby, President of the
Arab American Institute.
The entire discussion will be

moderated by Wolf Blitzer, CNN
anchorman. 

Admissions Dean Andy
Cornblatt said that the Student
Ambassadors, as a part of the Office
of Admissions, organized the event
and secured the distinguished pan-
elists. 

Cornblatt said he is “very excit-
ed about this distinguished panel
discussing this very important issue
which goes before the Supreme
Court next month.”

Meredith Webster, 1L, is a mem-
ber of the Student Ambassadors and
an organizer of this event. She
wrote, “The most amazing thing
about this event is that it was organ-
ized entirely by first year law stu-
dents.”

One of the reasons that Webster
chose to come to Georgetown
University Law Center was not only
for the “rich experience in the class-
room with amazing faculty,” but
also to have the opportunity to “hear
the issues that are discussed in the
classroom come to life through
exposure to discussions with policy
makers, government officials and
the media.” 

The panel was organized by uti-
lizing GULC’s “incredible conven-
ing power” to expose students to
discussions that “shape the law and
affect policy decisions.” 

According to Webster, “This
event is likely to be the largest event
at the Law Center this year and each
panelist will bring an enormous
amount of weight and expertise to
this important topic.”

Finally, Dean Judith Areen
observed, “one of the best parts of
being at Georgetown is that you can
be at the center of discussions of
some of the most important legal
issues facing the country.” She sug-
gested students take full advantage
of the opportunity to “hear this dis-
tinguished group of panelists right
here on campus.”

International Law Week
by Shawn Bates, 1L

Law Weekly

This week the International Law
Society is sponsoring a series of
events in support of International
Law Week. International Law Week
is a coordinated effort between the
law schools in Washington to pro-
mote awareness of and offer unique
opportunities for the law school
communities to interact with leaders
and practitioners in international
law. 

Featured events for the week
include a Wednesday evening recep-
tion and discussion with His
Excellency Ambassador Karim
Kawar at the Embassy of the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and  a
brown bag International Law Career
Panel on Tuesday with representa-
tives from the US State Department,
the American Red Cross, the Center
for Justice and International Law and
Fried Frank, Harris, Shriver &
Jacobson LLP, among others. The
capstone event of the week will be a
panel discussion Tuesday on
Nuclear Proliferation.

The panel on Nuclear
Proliferation will feature a presenta-
tion by Dean Robert Galluci, Dean of
Georgetown's School of Foreign
Service, and former Deputy
Executive Chairman of UNSCOM
overseeing the disarmament of Iraq.

Other panelists will include repre-
sentatives from Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace,
the Department of Energy, the
Brookings Institute and Arms
Control Association. The panel will
be held at 3:30 p.m. in the Moot
Courtroom, with a reception to fol-
low.

"This week will be a unique
opportunity for students to learn
more about the practice of interna-
tional law," said International Law
Society President Claudia Slavin, 2L. 

Another member of ILS said, "we
want to help everyone take advan-
tage of the tremendous resources we
have in Washington. The visit to the
Jordanian Embassy and Dean
Golluci's are real highlights of the
kind of experiences that can be
unique aspects of the Georgetown
experience." 

Other events of the week include
visits to the U.S. State Department,
Baker & McKenzie and Human
Rights First (formerly the Lawyer's
Committee for Human Rights). As of
Friday, space was still available in
the visit to the Jordanian Embassy
event, but the State Department and
Baker & McKenzie were filled.
Contact ILS for more information.

International Law Week will be
kicked off Monday with a Keg on the
Quad. 

Upcoming Event Preview

Panel will debate detentions

Dean Judith Areen and the Student Ambassadors
from Georgetown University Law Center

Invite You to:

Military Detention of Enemy
Combatants:

Exercise of Civil Defense or
Violation of Civil Liberties?

A Panel Discussion Moderated By:
WOLF BLITZER, CNN ANCHOR

When: Thursday, March 25, 2004, 8:00 pm

Where: Georgetown University Law Center, Moot
Court Room

Confirmed Panelists Include:

Alice Fisher, Former Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Dept. of Justice
Congressman Barney Frank (D-MA)
Elisa Massimino, Washington Director of Human Rights First
David Rivkin, Former Legal Advisor to the Counsel of President Bush
Tom Wilner, Attorney Representing Twelve Guantanamo Bay Detainees
James Zogby, President of the Arab American Institute 

Examsoft Gets the Boot at GULC:
So Who Cares???

Number of students who typed exams this fall: 1,772
or, 68.9% of students who took exams 



tion, filing an 8-count complaint with
the Judiciary committee of the SBA,
which met late into last night to decide
the merits of the election. 

The Judiciary Committee is ordi-
narily composed of six members
including Matthew Levy, 1L,
Schmelzer, Walsh, James Wallace, 2L,
Sherene Ogilvie, 2L, and Nathan
Headrick, SBA President. However,
Headrick and Walsh recused them-
selves from the proceedings.
Deliberations were further complicat-
ed by the fact that Ogilvie remained
home, although connected remotely,
due to illness, and Wallace was forced
to miss most of the proceedings
because of a Moot Court commitment.
Walton was also out of town attending
an ABA conference in New Orleans,
forcing him to miss a majority of the
proceedings. He appointed Deeringer
and Aaron Hiller, 1L, to  act as proxies
for him. Headrick was also present in
an advisory capacity as to procedure.

During the proceedings, Dartt
questioned the jurisdiction of the
Judiciary committee to hear the issue.
According to SBA bylaws, election vio-
lations must be raised within 48 hours
of the election’s end. Since many of the
counts Walton alleged occurred in the
first election, Dartt contended that they
should have been raised then. Walton
shot back that the election should be
considered to be one with componenet
parts. 

Hiller was the first to appear on
Walton’s behalf, and answered factual
questions about the first count: that
Dartt removed Walton’s poster from
an easel and hid it behind a pile of
other posters. Dartt and Scott P.
Lindsay, 2L, Dartt’s campaign manag-
er, claimed the easel belonged to Dartt
and that they found one of Walton’s
posters taped to her easel in violation
of the rules. Walton claimed he
thought the easel belonged to OPICS. 

Hiller also claimed he saw Dartt
"hovering" around the election tables
for an hour during the run-off election.
SBA election rules prohibit candidates
from being within 15 feet of the voting
tables, except for when they are voting
themselves. Dartt retorted that she had
not stayed close to the tables, although
she passed by them. Hiller acknowl-
edged that while Dartt may not have
violated the rules in a strict sense, he
believed that they were ethical viola-
tions, and that "some of this mess could
have been avoided by a clear and com-
prehensive elections law scheme." He
also called Dartt’s conduct "unbecom-
ing of this student body’s leadership."
Dartt insisted that she "didn’t run a
dirty campaign."

Walton’s complaint also included
an incident in which Dartt slipped elec-
tion pamphlets under the doors of res-
idents in Gewirz Student Center.
Walton and Deeringer had asked per-
mission to use a similar tactic, but were
denied. However, when Katherine
Hall and Chris Hall from the Office of
Residential Life were consulted after
the incident, they found that Dartt’s
actions did not constitute a clear viola-
tion of Residential Life policy. Dartt
was advised by the Elections
Committee to discontinue this action,
and to send out an e-mail to all Gewirz
Residents informing them of who was
running for office. Walton argued that
this response was inadequate, and that
a separate effort should have been

made on his behalf by the Elections
Committee in order to remedy the
problem. 

Walton also alleged that, while not
a strict violation of campaign rules,

Dartt misrepresented his position on
contraceptive equality to the cast of The
Vagina Monologues, but admitted that
this evidence was circumstantial.
However, he took issue with Dartt’s
characterization of his stance on
women’s issues. Dartt refused to back
down, saying that, regardless of
Walton’s stance, she was the only can-
didate who has worked closely with
Advocates for Contraceptive Equity
and Law Students for Choice.

Ultimately, however, the Judiciary
Committee decided that Dartt’s actions
did not rise to the level at which they
would violate Article 8, Section 1 of the
SBA Constitution, which calls upon

SBA candidates to uphold the "highest
ethical standards of democratic elec-
toral conduct." In a six-page opinion,
the judiciary committee agreed that
Walton should have filed his com-
plaints within 48 hours of March 5, the
first election. Since this was not done,
the committee ruled that any discus-
sion about those counts was moot.
However, they did feel compelled to
write a certain amount of dicta about
the result, saying that if each complaint

were raised, that "it would fail on its
own merits" mainly because of lack of
evidence. It also found that Walton
was responsible for correcting any
"misrepresentation" that Dartt may
have engaged in. The decision con-
cluded in part by saying of Dartt that:
"Her aggressive campaign style might
be offensive to some but matters of
style are a determination for the voters
to make.  Unethical conduct is deter-
mined by evidence of bad faith and ill-
will; there is no evidence that Dartt
possessed either in this case."

For his part, Walton assented that
the process in front of the judiciary
committee was fair, but wished that "it
could’ve been done during the election
to ensure a fairer practice." He also said
that he would not try to recall Dartt.

After a long grueling day of delib-
eration and an even more grueling
campaign, Dartt was happy to move
on: "I ran a clean campaign in compli-
ance with all SBA Election Rules, and I
am glad to now have this episode
behind me. I look forward to pursuing
the real work of the SBA."

The election was not without other
controversies. In the election for 2L
delegate both Alissa Nann, 1L, and
Nicole Janes, 1L, tied with 95 votes, but
due to the number of 2L delegates with
higher vote totals, only one of them
could serve. Pursuant to the SBA
Constitution, Article 8, Section 6, in the
event of a tie, both candidates are
assigned numbers which are drawn
randomly to determine the winner. In
this way, Nann was elected as 2L dele-
gate. Janes, however, was willing to
take the result in stride: "It seems kind
of arbitrary, but I can't think of another
way to do it." 

After gaining election for a second
term as SBA Secretary, Schmelzer said
that she was "fortunate enough to be
re-elected, taking the victory as confir-
mation of people’s confidence in the
job that I did." She did add, however,
that she remained concerned that since
she has run unopposed for both of her
terms, that "no one will want to run for
this position and it is a very important
part of the SBA." Schmelzer hopes to
work with the incoming SBA President
in order to help start the Emergency
Laptop Loan Program, in which a stu-
dent whose laptop fails during an
exam is allowed to use one of the uni-
versity’s. She also hopes to help find a
viable alternative to ExamSoft. 

Despite the tone of the campaign
rhetoric, Deeringer was gracious in his
comments toward his opponent, SBA
Vice President Bill Walsh, whom he
pledged to support:  "I believe we have
some common ground, and I’m look-
ing forward to finding where it is and
working as hard as we can to make
some positive changes around here."
Deeringer also said that he will contin-
ue to push for healthcare information
reform in the Fall. 

Houle also expressed her gratitude
to the Bower and Kearney for "keeping
the process running smoothly not only
through the initial election, but also
through the run-offs and the handling
of the various concerns that have come
up along the way." She also expressed
her enthusiasm for supporting what
she called "a committed group of
evening students." Houle hopes to start
a Section 7 lecture series, which has
enjoyed widespread support among
Section 7 students.
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New SBA execs: Dartt, Walsh, Houle, Remy, Schmelzer

Winners are in bold.

PRESIDENT TOTAL VOTES RUNOFF VOTES
Alaina Dartt 324   355
Clark Walton 177 321
Nick Trutanich 165
Derron Parks 100

DAY VICE PRESIDENT
Bill Walsh 322 345
Paul Deeringer 173 304
Feras Gadamsi 126
Chen Fong Goh 92

EVENING VICE PRESIDENT
Sharon Houle 408

TREASURER
Luce Remy 331
Deanna Smith 278

SECRETARY
Leah Schmelzer 443

3L DELEGATES

Alaina Dartt 166
Bill Walsh 166
Derron Parks 162
Luce Remy 159
Sherene Ogilvie 152
Leah Schmelzer 130

(Write-in Winners)
Abiyomi Ademola 39
Austin Brown 18
Matthew Rosenberg 13
Brendan Donahue 12
James Wallace 11
Gian King 6
Ryan Christian 6
Alex Stern 4
Adrienne Alexander 4
Tara Marshall 4
Nick Trutanich 4
Valecia Cooper 3
James Graffam 3

3E DELEGATES

Delia Patterson 28
Sharon Houle 28

(Write-in Winners)
Tracye Winfrey 1
Kristine Minami 1

2L DELEGATES

Vid Prabhakaran 155
Deanna Smith 141
Feras Gadamsi 140
Paul Deeringer 136
Rachel Hetland 135
Paul Lee 133

Veronica Gray 122
Chen Fong Goh 120
Daniel Pollock 115
Jenny Yoo 111
Christopher Schenck 97
Alissa Nann 95*
Nicole Janes 95
Shaina Aber 90
Danny Mayans 88
Peter Minton 83

*Per Constitution Article VIII,
Section 6(b), Alissa and Nicole
were assigned numbers and a
winner was chosen at random by
the President and Day Vice
President.

2E DELEGATES

Xander Meise 33
Amber MacKenzie 31
David Roth 31

4E DELEGATES
Scott Mulhauser 28

(Write-In Winners)
Matt Fay 1
Robert Smith 1
Rhanelle Collins 1
Daniel Mee 1
Robert Twele 1

LLM DELEGATES

(Write-In Winners)
Bruno Mastretta 6
Derek E. Anderson 1
William Buchanan 1
David Stoll 1
Naazima Kadmardeen 1

SBA Election Results

SBA ELECTIONS RESULTS from page 1
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This week at the MCI Center... the circus is coming!
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus comes to the MCI Center this Thursday through Sunday.  
Sporting events resume next Tuesday with the Capitals facing off against the Pittsburg Penguins.

By Josh Dazey, 1L and Glen Worthington, 1L
Guest Writers

Tuesday, February 24
1:20 p.m.: Criminal Justice class

begins in McDonough 205.
1:42 p.m.: Turn on the wireless

internet to check out ESPN soccer-
net's latest pre-game analysis.

2:25 p.m.: Curses! We are let out for the mid-class
break, our scheduled departure time, ten minutes late. 

2:27 p.m.: We race towards the Metro to soothe an
addiction.

2:45 p.m.: Kickoff. Still on the Metro, our hearts
begin to beat faster. Across an ocean, on another con-
tinent, the battle has begun.

2:58 p.m.: We arrive only to discover that the
sports bar is full. We join a crowd of 15-20 people
standing outside in the wind and rain, peering
through the window of an overcrowded bar, watch-
ing a big-screen TV. And despite the weather, the jeers
of onlookers, and quite a few odd looks, we enjoy
every second of it.

A passion? Yes. An unhealthy obsession?
Probably. A good excuse to skip class? Most definite-
ly. 

If you want all the thrill of joining a cult without
the questionable Kool-aid, then pick a European soc-
cer club and follow them like your life depends on it.
When they lose, you mourn. When they win, even late
night studying in the law library can't steal your joy. 

Americans should pay more attention to soccer. It
is a sport which dominates the lives of its fans in a
way that not even the most diehard American sports
fan can imagine (though Cubs fans might be able to
relate). When an NFL wide-receiver drops a perfect
pass in the end zone, he doesn't have to fear for his
life: Columbian fans killed Andres Escobar, a defend-
er on their national team, after he accidentally deflect-
ed in a goal for the opposing team, knocking
Columbia out of the '94 World Cup. Or consider Italy,

who elected the owner of their best soccer team as
Prime Minister -- Steinbrenner's political outlook is
not quite as good. 

For the two of us, along with billions around the
world, soccer is the perfect drug. From the glorious
high of winning the World Cup and the ensuing riot,
to the depthless low of relegation (which also requires
a good riot), soccer is an addiction.

Like any good addiction, soccer comes in many
varieties. Every country's league plays a different
style of soccer, and every country's fans are unique.
Italian soccer is known for its defensive posture, with
little or no scoring, and for mafia-like groups of fans
called "ultras" who terrorize anyone or anything
which stands in the way of their club's success. British
soccer is known for its physical, aggressive play, and
for fans that start a brawl at the drop of a hat. Our
league of choice is the English Premiership.
Manchester United is probably the most famous team
in the league, but beware: if you choose United as
your team, you're as despicable as a Yankees band-
wagon-hopper. As astute law school students, you
can pick a much better team to follow, such as our
favorite, Manchester United's archrivals: Arsenal. 

Acknowledging the existence of sports outside
their borders, the Premiership participates in an annu-
al tournament called the Champions League, where
the top teams from every European country play
against each other. Arsenal this year has an excellent
team and looks to do well. The team standing
between Arsenal and the quarterfinals is the Spanish
league side, Celta Vigo. This is the game we skipped
class to see.

D.C. may be the best place in the U.S. to become a
soccer fan, and not just because 14-year-old phenom
Freddy Adu will be playing for D.C. United this year.
Our city possesses one of the best soccer bars in the
country in Summers Restaurant. If there is ever a
match anywhere in the world that you want to watch,
chances are they will show it. The only downside is
that the waiters are also soccer fans, so if you want

service you'd better show up before the game or wait
until halftime. 

Unfortunately, for big games like this one, the bar
tends to fill up fast and Criminal Justice made us 15
minutes late. Thanks to our tardiness, we earned a
spot in the crowd outside the packed bar, watching
through the window, and wondering why D.C. had
to pick this day to rain. After a well-played half, we
enjoyed fine (and, more importantly, warm) dining at
the Boston Market next door, then returned to our
spot on the sidewalk. With ten minutes left to go in
the game, and in an odd fit of charity, the owner
decided to let more people in -- provided they pay the
full $10 cover charge. We offered a few dollars to
stand inside the bar to catch the last minutes of the
game. In response, the owner (doing an excellent
Seinfeldian soup-Nazi imitation) told us to pay $10 or
go back outside. Not wanting to be banished for life
(and not wanting to pay $10 for ten minutes), we
watched the remainder of the game from our spot on
the sidewalk.

The "beautiful game," as the Brazilians aptly
name it, is something that everyone should enjoy at
least once. While the same cannot be said for the food
at the bar, a single match of quality soccer will keep
you coming back for more. Soon, you will join the
majority in this soccer-crazy world, a true hooligan if
you're lucky, and you won't think twice about waking
up at three in the morning to watch the World Cup.
And if you should ever want company to walk you
through the basics of soccer, just look for the two of us
slinking out of class at the break -- we are probably on
our way to Summers.

4:31 p.m.: GOAL!!! Arsenal's own Thierry Henry
effortlessly flicks the ball through the Celta Vigo
defense to an unmarked Robert Pires. Pires fires the
ball into the net. Arsenal 3, Celta Vigo 2. Arsenal will
hold on to the lead.

4:46 p.m.: The final whistle blows. Our cheers
echo through the streets of Arlington.

Confessions of two international soccer fans in America

by Michael Palisano, 1L
Law Weekly

You've probably seen it a few hundred times by
now. Todd Bertuzzi of the Vancouver Canucks skates
up behind Colorado Avalanche Center Steve Moore
and punches him in the back of the head, knocking
him to the ice and inducing a flesh pile of white,
maroon and blue, as well as a debate that has
stretched worldwide. 

To get something out of the way first, nobody's
disputing that Todd Bertuzzi did a bad thing, some-
thing that was totally uncalled for in Hockey, includ-
ing Todd Bertuzzi, who has already issued a tearful
apology. Vancouver Head Coach Marc Crawford has
already grown tired of discussing the incident and
has asked the press to stop crucifying Bertuzzi.
Bertuzzi may also find himself subject to the mercy of
the Canadian courts, which have filed criminal
charges. It's unlikely that American courts would be
willing to accept these charges, but in Canada, and
more specifically in Vancouver, there is precedent. A
few years ago, Bruins Defenseman Marty McSorely
was sentenced to community service for an attack
that left the Canucks' Donald Brashear lying motion-
less on the ice. However, a distinction should perhaps
be made. McSorely is widely regarded as a ruthless
thug and a dirty player on the ice in a way that
Bertuzzi is not. If the NHL is serious about cleaning
up its image, it should concentrate on these players
rather than the Todd Bertuzzis of the league, who
generally score a lot of goals and keep their noses
clean. 

The number of dirty players in the league has
decreased markedly, but the perception around them
needs to be changed. In their individual cities, such
men are heroes. Darius Kasparaitis was idolized in
Pittsburgh, and Darcy Tucker and Tie Domi (who
once beat up a fan who fell into the penalty box with

him) are beloved by Torontonians. Dale Hunter, per-
haps the dirtiest player of all time, who once gave
Pierre Turgeon a concussion when he was celebrating
his goal, has his number hanging in the nearby MCI
center. 

Purists say that these men provide entertainment
for the sports by providing opposing fans with some-
one to hate, and who can delight their own fans by ril-
ing up the other side, but this element hockey may
have to part with if it is to go the way of, say, the
WWE. 

The Bertuzzi incident has more to do with what
NHLers call "The System," which can be thought of as
something between a code of chivalry and alternative
dispute resolution. Bertuzzi was trying to gain
vengeance for a hit that Moore put on his teammate
Markus Naslund earlier. If there is a problem
between players, they will grapple, after which the
issue is completely resolved. Of course, this produces
a never-ending cycle of violence, but nobody, except
perhaps the dirty players mentioned above, actually
tries to hurt the opposing player. While Bertuzzi did
intend to take an illegal action, he did not intend the
extent of the damage. This doesn't necessarily mean
that he should pay a criminal penalty - some commu-
nity service in Vancouver might stand to do him well.
However, I think that it would be unwise to discour-
age use of "the system," because it is in fact integral to
the game of hockey, and, rather than encouraging
violence, encourages restraint, sportsmanship,
respect for fellow players and teamwork. 

The uproar over hockey violence is part of a larg-

er trend going back to the Janet Jackson Superbowl
halftime show that demonstrates that the level of
unjustified, misplaced moral outrage in the country is
at an all-time high. The basic argument seems to be
that the fact that these things are present in our coun-
try and on our airwaves will teach children that vio-
lence and sex are an acceptable part of our culture. 

Todd Bertuzzi knocked an opposing player to the
ice, yet if you turn on CNN or any other news chan-
nel, you will see coverage of the war in Iraq where
people are getting gunned down for what many
would say was no good reason at all. Somehow, in
our culture, it is more acceptable to give our children
war than it is to let them see violence in the context of
a team sport. 

Similarly, Janet Jackson's nipple was exposed.
Many women will breastfeed their children in public,
and children, by means of simple explanation, can
understand this as a natural function and can become
comfortable with it. Personally, I remember going to
Mexico on family vacations as a child and seeing
many Europeans sunbathing topless, as is their cus-
tom. Did I stare? Yes. Did I ask questions? Yes. They
answered them, and it ceased to be a big deal any-
more. Moreover, one of the most popular songs in the
country now on Top 40 radio commonly popular
with children is "F--- It, I Don't Want You Back" by
Eamon, an R&B song filled with profanity which
characterizes women as "hoes." Yet nobody has raised
so much as a peep, because the song's content is not
evident at first glance, yet it is just as pervasive as was
the Jackson exposure, evincing a huge double stan-
dard. 

Historically, there is no more reason for moral
outrage in this country than before. Those who are
concerned with trends of sex and violence would be
well advised to examine family and society rather
than automatically blame the media.

Misplaced blame: Bertuzzi, Jackson and moral outrage

The level of unjustified, mis-
placed moral outrage in the
country is at an all-time high.
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AAddoopptt  AA  PPeett
TTooddaayy!!

TJ was rescued by a WHS officer after a
kind citizen reported that he was being beaten by
his owner. TJ paid dearly for trying to steal some
food and he suffered a broken leg. His cast has
since been removed, and he has made a full
recovery. During training classes, he anxiously sits
for treats with the other students. TJ learns
quickly and loves to play -- with everything and
everyone! He especially loves to fetch his
favorite ball.

This week's Pets of the Week are Maggie and TJ.  
They are currently at the Washington Humane Society Shelter

waiting for a good home.

Maggie and TJ have many furry friends also available for
adoption.  For more details contact:

If you'd like to help out animals, but can't adopt a pet at this
time, consider volunteering. Check out the Washington Humane
Society's website, at www.washhumane.org/volunteer.htm, for a
list of volunteer opportunities.

Washington Humane Society Shelter
7319 Georgia Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20012

12-4 p.m., seven days a week
(202) 723-5730 (24 hours)

Maggie is a pretty and petite female cat
with beautiful yellow-green eyes. Her sunny
personality matches her good looks, as she is
very charming and lovable. Her former owners
had to give her up when they moved to a no-
pets apartment, so now Maggie is looking for a
new, permanent home.

by Jason Bache, L’03
Law Weekly

Nowadays it seems if you want to see a phe-
nomenal rock show you have to go to North
Carolina. Two very poignant examples immedi-
ately jump to mind: Carrboro, N.C. on March 11,
2003, and Raleigh, N.C. on March 12, 2004. I'll get
to the former, but first to the latter.

On Friday March 12, 2004, at approximately
10:30 p.m., Palomar took the stage at King's in
downtown Raleigh. The first of four bands to play
that night, Palomar had a paltry, and almost
slighting, thirty minute set with which to create
their auditory magic. However, in the hands of
these bravura musical craftspersons, half an hour
is more than enough time to make worry melt
away and conjure up a mood of barely restrained
giddy joy in its place. With the help of a wonder-
ful product from Shiner, TX, Palomar lulled me
into an aural stupor and I scant wanted to return.

Palomar hails from New York, but plays the
mid-Atlantic often. The previous day they could
be found in Baltimore at the Ottobar. It was there
that I first saw Palomar nearly half a year ago
opening for Mates of State on the greatest day of
the year, November 18. Now they were opening
for some N.C. no-names, but their luster was no
less brilliant. Palomar consists of Sasha, Rachel,
Matt and Christina, all of whom lend some vocals
from time to time, although Rachel writes most of
the songs and leads the group deftly.

On the way to the show, some crazy cabbie
asked me what Palomar was comparable to. If I
said Bratmobile, Feminine Complex or Glo-Worm
would he have understood? Would you? Instead,
I sat for a moment, and after "Vacation" came on
the radio I realized that the Go-Gos, Bananarama
or the Bangles would have been a fine example as
well. Palomar are cheery, up-beat, happy, sweet,
cuddly, angstless, sugarcoated poppy Pop. Pop in
every way that makes it great, and nothing like

Britney or Michael; Indie Pop personified for any-
one who wishes for the definition Webster can't
supply. Palomar is what happens when happy,
talented and precocious women get their hands
on guitars.

Now for the former. On March 11, 2003, I

heard Rainer Maria for the first time ever. I was at
the Cat's Cradle in Carrboro, N.C. to see Mates of
State. I had never heard Rainer Maria before that
night. After MOS left the stage, I wanted to leave.
Luckily one of my best friends stopped me and
said we should hang out and see the second band.
He had only heard a few of their songs, but
thought they were worth the wait. He went on
and on but didn't say the three words that were all
I needed to hear to persuade me: female lead
singer! 

Before Rainer Maria took the stage, my friend
walked up to their table and bought a T-shirt.
There was a woman working the table, but neither
of us took notice. As he was buying the shirt the
woman behind the table asked if he was a big RM
fan? He said yes, and continued to gush about
how great they were. The woman gave him a free
CD and said she was happy to talk to him. Twenty
minutes later when the same woman took the
stage and proceeded to rock out in front of Rainer
Maria, we were both a little slack jawed. Caithlin,
Kyle and William continued to play for over an
hour and never dropped a single second of excite-
ment. 

I had never heard RM before. However, I have
since bought all of their CDs, 7's and singles. Most

of it had to be tracked down via EBAY and
acquired at quite a premium. For me, though, fan-
dom demands no less. I fell for Rainer Maria that
day in March, and as anyone who knows me
knows, when I fall, I fall hard. I might not have
known any lyrics when I saw them then, but
today I could recite albums verbatim. Flash for-
ward to March 13, 2004. I am standing in a record
store across the street from N.C. State and I walk
past a display of Rainer Maria's new album, per-
fectly titled, Anyone Who Loves You (Already
Knows). However, Anyone is more than just a col-
lection of powerful live renditions of Rainer
Maria's greatest offerings. It also comes with a
DVD of their performance at the Cat's Cradle,
recorded nearly a year ago exactly, on March 11,
2003. I was buying a live DVD recording of the
first time I ever saw Rainer Maria! So, to people
who don't believe in fate, I say que sera sera.

I have reviewed Rainer Maria's album in the
Law Weekly, just a few issues ago, so I feel pensive
about wasting time trying to pin down their
sound again. In a nutshell, Rainer Maria is guitar
driven, pulse pounding, stadium crashing rock
and roll with a fanciful twist of melancholy and
introspection.

The live DVD includes such highlights as
"Mystery and Misery", "Atlantic" and "Planetary".
"Planetary" in particular gets an amazing upgrade
in this live performance. Always a classic, but
here a perfect example of the sheer power and
musical genius that Rainer Maria have to offer. 

No matter how great North Carolina is,
though, Rainer Maria's shows are incomparable
and unbeatable anywhere. Don't just take my
word for it though. See how hard they rocked
N.C. on Anyone Who Loves You (Already Knows), or
catch Rainer Maria when they play at the 9:30 club
on Tuesday, April 13. Before finals keep you
locked away for long weeks, get out and enjoy one
of the best bands touring today.

Indie music - rising up in North Carolina and D.C.

Palomar is what happens
when happy, talented and
precocious women get their
hands on guitars.

GULC looks deep inside
The Vagina Monologues

by Mark Leighton, 3L
Law Weekly

Several years ago, while riding in
the limo on the way to my brother's
wedding reception, I was chatting
with the driver about his job. He
mentioned some semi-famous people
he had chauffeured, but I felt like
hearing some juicy stuff. Well, he had
driven for bachelor and bachelorette
parties. Any good bachelorette sto-
ries? "Oh," he said, "they're worse
than the men."

I was reminded of that comment
recently, after attending the Law
Center's production of The Vagina
Monologues. The annual event earns
money for an Equal Justice
Foundation grant for a student going
to work in a domestic violence-relat-
ed job. It's always well-done, and this
year was no exception, as the actress-
es (and they are all actresses) perform
a selection of transcripts from inter-
views with women, collected by Eve
Ensler and turned into a play that any
group can put on.

The ensemble cast, where often
there is a round-robin of dialogue
among three or more speakers
onstage, contributes to the sense of a
collective overcoming of any shocks
in the material. And shocks there are.
The accounts of abused or tortured
women are stark and horrifying. The
very name of the play -- with the v-
word -- is enough to draw attention.
Not to mention all the other hitherto
"unmentionable" topics.

But the truly notable thing about
it is really not the noble goal of it all,
or the "found" beauty of the dia-
logues, which often seem to slip from
prose to poetry. And sure, it's gotten
a lot of attention, with famous
celebrities from Oprah Winfrey and
Barbara Walters on down taking part.
But the key to its rapidly becoming a
worldwide, acceptable piece lies else-
where.

The great thing about the piece is
the way it upends the age-old taboo
against female sexual expression.
This taboo, however irrational or
misguided, goes back a long way.
Euripides' The Bacchae (circa 430 B.C.)
dealt with the issue, and not favor-
ably: the protagonist in that play, a
pied piper who has turned the city's
girls into raving (sex) maniacs, gets
torn to pieces at the end. 

Sadly, we haven't gotten much
more mature, as anyone who remem-
bers Janet and Justin at the Super
Bowl knows. But it seems to me at
least that The Vagina Monologues is an
attempt to move in the right direc-
tion.

The play harnesses all this power
to show how entirely natural and
essential to a healthy life it is. And it
does it with style and fun. It's too bad
that some just write it off as "femi-
nist." A bunch of hot chicks talking
about orgasms is an activity guys
should support. So if the idea behind
the taboo was that female sexuality is
too powerful to be free, maybe it also
explains why the play is so popular. 
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by Jiayu Sun, 1L
Guest Writer

I spent a hell of a lot of time over
spring break playing poker at
Foxwoods Casino, a gleaming castle the
Mashantucket Pequots built onto their
reservation, midway between New
Haven and Providence. Most of the
thousand dollars I won on the first night
was squandered over the next two,
though I managed to recoup my losses
on a last hurrah. Dear reader, a net prof-
it big enough to cover one's own stu-
pidity is surely the mark of a good life.

Light of my life, fire of my loins,
ever since I was introduced to Hold'em
two months ago in Atlantic City, I have
had to play two or three times a week
with a group from school. Straddling
hope and paranoia, for many the game's
simple alchemy is pure heroin.

Like all poker, Hold'em is premised
on strategic betting, which begins by
requiring two players to post mandato-
ry wagers called "blinds." Two cards are
dealt facedown to each player, who
must then decide to fold, match or raise
the blind, match another's raise, or re-
raise. Betting resumes after the dealer
"flops" over the first three community
cards, after he reveals a fourth card, and
after he turns over the fifth and final
card, known as the "river." 

A player takes down the pot if his
wagers induce everyone else to fold, or
if in combination with the community
cards his hand makes the best five-card
set. Single cards are beaten by pairs,

which are trumped by two pairs, which
are trodden under three-of-a-kinds,
which are flattened by straights, which
are sideswiped by flushes (five cards of
the same suit), which are thumped by
full houses (three-of-a-kind with anoth-
er pair), which are pummeled by four-
of-a-kinds, and which are ultimately
annihilated by straight flushes.

I drove to Foxwoods late Monday
night from my home in New Haven.
Winding past scores of Chinese poring
over blackjack stalls, I found an open
seat in the crowded poker den and
plopped down on the felt table a hun-
dred dollars,
which the
d e a l e r
exchanged
for a short
stack of five-
dollar chips.

I played
tight over the
first hour
while feeling
out the other
nine players. After winning several
hands, I began to bully them with the
considerable heap now under my
elbow. Hand by hand my stack piled up
as my juice, fueled with aggression and
money (and some luck), wilted their
confidence. Fear made their hands
transparent and their money for the tak-
ing. I raked in a thousand dollars in
under an hour.

Easy money. Like Matt Damon in
Rounders, I imagined paying my way

through law school playing high-stakes
poker, or simply dropping out and join-
ing the pro circuit. A good player can
earn a decent living and certainly enjoys
a better life than a corporate desk jock-
ey. 

Hold'em also provides law stu-
dents two outlets sorely lacking in their
everyday lives: cashflow and raw com-
petition. What good is a brain without
guts? What good are guts without chan-
nels of aggression? At the table, my
objective was to fish out suckers, suck
out their resources, and hoard. I felt vig-
orous and manly with a copious stream

of other peo-
ple's assets. 

The next
night I
p r o m p t l y
won another
two hundred
dollars. But
then you
know what
h a p p e n s .
Champagne

was her name, and sitting across from
me, she ambushed me with a straight
that scooped two hundred from my
stack. Minutes later, I paid one-fifty to
see four-9's thump my full house. I
burned through another three-fifty
before wishing everyone good night.

I lost another two hundred the
night after. On my way out I borrowed
a cigarette off a wizened old man with
delirious white hair. "Hold'em," he
winced, "All luck. On the flop." He only

played the dogs, three or four times a
week. As I was leaving, he shook my
hand and with earnest intent held it
while making a scraping gesturing
under his chin with the back of his left
hand.

"Do you know what Italians mean
by that?" I did not. "You are young, kid.
Don't chase the river. Asians are impa-
tient, wanting action. But don't chase
the river. Don't chase." He let go and I
thanked him.

Pride, Lust and Greed guard
Dante's hell. Unwilling to lay hands
down when clearly beaten, enamored
with winning, and tickled by greed, stu-
pidity ripened me for ambush and lost
me six hundred dollars.

I returned to Foxwoods one last
time. Twice I was pushed to the brink of
losing everything, my spoils salting
away. But because I would not lay it
down, the river ran and then it came. At
three in the morning, my juice arrived
and I won eight hundred dollars in thir-
ty minutes. Only after frittering away
two hundred did I give the river up and
called it a night. 

The sun lit up the early morning
when my car pulled into New Haven.
Up a thousand for the week, my hourly
rate was decent. Associates bill two,
three hundred an hour. Partners com-
mand upwards of seven hundred. But
what exactly do grinders win? Pride,
lust, and greed without the self-esteem?
To win your livelihood feels good. To
catch the river that I chased all night
was the most honest thing to do.

Hold ‘Em: Winning your livelihood with Pride, Lust and Greed

by Tryna Getfit, 1L
Guest Writer

I trip over my own
two feet. I have no
rhythm. And worst of all, I

don't follow instructions
well. So when the editor

asked me to try
out some classes at the Fitness Center
and write an article about my experi-
ence I was a little bit skeptical. Yet with
all of my sweaty, off-beat, silly-looking
bouncing I had a ton of fun. And if my
sore body is any indication, I even
managed to get a good workout.

Belly Dancing with Francie
Tuesday 5:15 p.m., Thursday 1 p.m.

Francie's belly dancing class is a
fun way to get away from the stress of
law school and have a good time. The
class was a breeze compared to the oth-
ers, and allowed students leeway to
"feel" the music. Although not as
intense as the other classes, belly danc-
ing with Francie left me feeling mellow
and relaxed.

One good thing about the belly
dancing class was that Francie took
special care given the number of new-
comers in the class. Since the class was
mostly newcomers, Francie altered the
moves she normally demonstrates to
accommodate my friends and I. This
reduced level of difficulty for us begin-
ners could be why the class seemed
less strenuous than the others. One of
the girls who had done belly dancing
before said that it really is a great
workout for your stomach and waist.
(As an aside, belly dancing classes are
apparently very popular in Los
Angeles right now.) One thing I defi-
nitely noticed was that my arms and
stomach were sore the day after this

class. Even though I felt relaxed, I must
have been working something.

An additional bonus is that I think
this class helps those of us who aren't
so confident with dancing at clubs
learn to feel the rhythm and get some
sexy moves down.
GRADE: B+
SORENESS FACTOR: Only a little
sore, but twerkin' it better on the dance
floor.

Power Yoga with Christine
Monday & Wednesday 7:30 p.m.

So, I thought that yoga wasn't real
exercise. I mean, you don't even move
around much, so you couldn't really be
excercising, right? Wrong. This class is
more of a power yoga than a purely
meditative yoga. Christine's inner
peace is contagious and even though
you are sweating and pushing yourself
to hold the poses, you don't get frus-
trated with it. She goes around and
helps the students with their poses and
softly gives words of encouragement.
This is definitely a good way to forget
the problems of a day, though the class
is sometimes so full that they run out of
mats.

Near the end of class, Christine
rubbed a small amount of lavender oil
on the foreheads of those who wanted
it. What bliss! It's not quite as relaxing
as a trip to the spa, but it's included in
our tuition and available twice a week
-- not bad for starving students.
GRADE: A-
SORENESS FACTOR: Oh, I felt this the
next day - and the day after that.

Abs & Butt with Becky
Tuesday 4:30 p.m., Thursday 5:30 p.m.

“Abs & Butt with Becky” is a
favorite at the fitness center, as evi-
denced by the downright crowded

room and the obvious familiarity
everyone had with the class. The class
has a laid-back feel, with students
laughing and joking throughout. Also,
at only half an hour, the class is a per-
fect way to get a serious workout in a
very short amount of time. Becky pro-
vides her students with a great variety
of exercises that tone and strengthen
muscles. She pushes the class to the
limit, so that everyone works up a
sweat. 

The only drawback to this other-
wise fantastic class is that it is not very
beginner-friendly. Although the
instructor offered to help students after
class, she provided little feedback
throughout the class, and the loud
music prevented me from hearing
some of the directions. Unlike most
other intensive classes, Becky actually
did every exercise right along with us.
That helped in the sense that people
could look over to check their form
against hers, but it left Becky with little
opportunity to wander around and
offer suggestions to newcomers. Even
so, after a couple of classes I think any-
one can catch up and just enjoy a great
workout.
GRADE: A- 
SORENESS FACTOR: Wow, that
hurt...but I think I'm getting stronger.

Cardio Funk with Debra
Monday 6:15 p.m., Tuesday 12 p.m.,
Thursday 6:15 p.m.

“Cardio Funk with Debra” is
known as the Fitness Center's best kept
secret. And for good reason. The sec-
ond Debra turned the music on I knew
I was going to love the class. Upbeat,
fun and invigorating, cardio funk
allows law students to let go and dance
around a classroom while simultane-
ously toning muscles and raising heart

rates.
Debra leads cardio funk with style

and energy. The first half of the class is
especially enjoyable, as the class
responds to Debra's dynamic presence
by dancing. The fun moves made me
feel cool, which is a lot for a first year
law student to say. One fellow class-
mate even said she felt like a back-up
dancer for Justin Timberlake. 

The second half of the class was a
bit more trying as Debra led the class in
floor exercises. Ever-patient with new-
comers, Debra showed me some
watered-down moves to work on until
I could catch up with the other stu-
dents. 

One of the best things about
Debra's class is that she takes the time
to help new members along without
sacrificing the progress cardio veterans
have made. This is definitely a begin-
ner-friendly course, but as one student
declared, "After months of coming
here twice a week, this class still kicks
my butt." Also, the group is full of the
hands-down friendliest females at
Georgetown Law. Without making me
feel silly or incompetent, my class-
mates showed me how it was done. I
will certainly be back next week!
GRADE: A+
SORENESS FACTOR: Sore in a good
way.

As the post-Spring-break blues set-
tle in it's easy to start feeling nervous
about the work to be done before the
end of the semester. One way to relieve
all that stress is to head down to the
Fitness Center in Gewirz for a work-
out. And with such an array of classes,
there is something for everyone.

Legally buff: a review of several GULC fitness classes
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By Adam Briggs, 1L
Law Weekly

Take a poll of students filing out of their first-
year Torts class, and you are likely to get a wide
range of thoughts about Professor Heidi Li Feldman
and her teaching style. You will hear few criticisms
or compliments that are unanimously shared, save
one. Even though she teaches this two-hour
marathon session right after lunch, you probably
won't find anyone who fell asleep. 

Ask her what advice she has to offer for
Georgetown students, and Professor Feldman does-
n't hesitate. "You may think you can steer your life,"
Feldman warns, "but you can only steer it in small
increments." This view is rooted in Feldman's own
experience. Whether they admit it or not, law schools
tend to have a lot of students who envisioned them-
selves attending law school years before they
enrolled. Feldman, however, spent the bulk of her
undergraduate years angling toward journalism. 

"I was going to be a journalist," Feldman said,
"but I decided against that late in the game. I actual-
ly went to Brown because I wanted to be editor-in-
chief of the Brown Daily Herald," the well-known stu-
dent daily. 

"But, in a flukish way," she continued, "I took a
year off from Brown and went to study philosophy
in Cambridge." That study abroad experience
proved to be more than a temporary detour. Before
long, Feldman was ensnared by an unexpected inter-
est in philosophy and decided to change course. "I
remember I was sitting in an English coffeehouse
and wrote to my folks and told them I wanted to
pursue a PhD in philosophy," she said, "but no one
was more surprised than me." 

Arriving at the University of Michigan with a
new course plotted toward a PhD, Feldman also
hoped to augment her eventual scholarship in phi-
losophy with an understanding of economic and
legal realities. For her, this goal involved more than
merely subscribing to The Economist. 

"I also started the JD program at Michigan,"
Feldman says, "I did my summers with law firms
and thought about practicing for a while." Though to
some it might seem incongruent in a philosophy
PhD program, Feldman's explanation for this early

interest in the everyday practice of law reveals a lot
about her scholarship today. "I don't like to study
theory detached from practice or practice detached
from theory," she explains, "because I am interested
in norms and why people abide by norms when
compliance is voluntary. I don't value practice over
theory or theory over practice, I am concerned with
where they intersect."

Feldman knew she wanted to devote her career
to this "intersection," but, as her JD was nearly com-
pleted, she again followed an unexpected turn. "Just
before I finished, the Michigan Law faculty
approached me about a job," Feldman recounts, "and
I felt 'I must pursue this' because law faculty jobs are
incredibly competitive." Never mind that she was
still a PhD student in Philosophy with the comple-
tion of her dissertation two years away: "I never real-
ly did things in the right order," she admits, "I was
circulating a petition when I was nine to stop the
sixth graders from harassing the fifth graders but I
didn't start my teddy bear collection until I was
eighteen."

Only three years after completing her PhD at
Michigan, Feldman arrived at Georgetown. For her,
it has felt like an ideal place to teach. "One of the
things that attracted me about Georgetown was that
I thought that the type of students who wanted to
study in Washington would be diverse both in their

interests and in their backgrounds," she recalls, "but
this makes them challenging to teach."

The challenge goes both ways. In class, Feldman
does not give students the choice of either contribut-
ing abstract ideas or discussing a case's particular
facts, but rather expects them to juggle both. "I can be
demanding in ways that are seemingly inconsistent,"
Feldman says, conceding that her unyielding focus
on the connection between theory and reality could
frustrate students. Still, she insists that this approach
is strategically intended to benefit students in the
end. "I try to approach class like the Allies in World
War II," she explains, "I try to open a second front,
but with the eventual goal of seeking victory for
all!…What I expect my students to bring to the legal
profession is the ability to think with a little more
sophistication than other lawyers."

Off campus, Feldman's life includes a husband
she respectfully declines to talk about and an array
of interests and experiences. In the no-surprise-there
column, she admits to shunning distinctions
between work and play, keeping irregular hours
("you might find me working at 3 a.m…. I'm not a
good sleeper because I have trouble turning my
brain off"), enjoying not just the taste of coffee but
"the whole experience," being a patron of the arts,
and being an unabashed cat person (with two
Calicos named Finnegan and Bennegan whom she
treasures). 

But Feldman also has tastes and stories that stu-
dents might find surprising. In the wouldn't-have-
guessed that category, she celebrates the work of
Samuel L. Jackson and Al Pacino, invests in real
estate (again, in part, to explore the intersection of
theory and practice), and once briefly lived on an
active-duty aircraft carrier. "When I got to see the
pool where the SEALs were training, I jumped in,"
Feldman narrates, "I love to swim…I am also a
trained lifeguard."

These days, Feldman doesn't get to put her life-
guard training to use very often. Still, that doesn't
stop her from trying to throw a rope to students who
feel adrift in law school, "To Georgetown students, I
say…you are intelligent, don't let anxiety get in the
way of your growth…and don't do things just
because you think it's what you are supposed to do."

Person of the Week: Professor Heidi Li Feldman

by Katherine Penick, 1L
Law Weekly

Celebrating Saint Patrick's
Day in DC is, generally speak-
ing, a large event. There are
numerous pub crawls, bars
and clubs who take the
Guinness-drinking holiday
seriously for their loyal and
paying patrons. With all of the

options available to my friends and I -- considering
the close distance, tight budget and the fact that it
was a weekday night -- we decided not to venture
far. That's right. We ended up down the street, lit-
erally,  at the Irish Times (known to many as the
"last stop home"). However, celebrating the Irish
holiday at an Irish bar seemed obviously appropri-
ate, so we consoled ourselves for skipping the pub

crawl that started at noon, and opted
for a more "chill" evening.

On that night, the Irish Times,
known for its understated casual
atmosphere and relaxed crowd,
seemed to be as popular as some of the
more elite clubs in the city. After pay-
ing a $10 cover to get into a bar we can
normally walk into for free, my friends
and I were immediately thrown into an
environment so crowded that accord-
ing to one of its bouncer's, the only
other time it becomes that popular is
during the week-long national annual
cop convention. After pushing our
way through the masses to find our
friends and get a drink, we were able to
secure about one foot of floor space in

which to stand -- all
the while being subjected to more
shoving, spilt drinks (my friend
experienced a pool of luke-warm
Guinness in her shoe) and trying
to perfect the delicate art of carry-
ing on a conversation while being
unable to hear what the other per-
son is saying. It was definitely
Saint Patrick's Day at the Times:
the pre-prepared barrels of ice
and beer were in high demand,
and people were out to celebrate
in full force.

After spending some time on
the main floor, we ventured
downstairs to the "disco" (some
people don't know about this
more, shall I say, "creative" part
of the Times) in search of more

than 12 inches of uninhibited space. Not surpris-
ingly, the downstairs wasn't nearly as crowded and
we found ourselves dancing to the likes of
Madonna, Britney and Nelly. However, their plat-
inum-winning musical talents didn't hold a light to
Pete, the Times' local folk singer, who delighted the
crowd with traditional Irish folk songs along with
other well-known tunes such as "Sweet Home
Alabama" and "The Joker." 

The favorite drink of the night was, of course,
Guinness, but for those less in favor of the strong
ale, the Times kept its usual open bar. The atmos-
phere, although packed, was upbeat, lively and
high-spirited. For a local bar, the Times put on a
good show. Their preparation and full staff kept
the night running smoothly. At the very least, we
were able to escape the books for a few hours and
partake in the holiday that leaves everyone feeling
a little celebratory -- one of the inevitable side
effects of honoring St. Patrick's Day at the Times.

Times celebrates St. Patrick’s Day

Photo by Anthony Dubbaneh, 1L

Professor Feldman teaches her 1L torts class.

Photo by Michael Klaus.

GULC 1Ls Katherine Penick, Ed Filusch, Erin Lien and Amy
Messigian celebrate St. Patty’s Day at the Times. 

Photo by Michael Klaus

St. Patrick’s Day revelers party at Kelly’s Irish Times.



HumorHumor

by Laura Phillips, 3L
Law Weekly

It's safe to assume virtually every
student at Georgetown is going to be a
lawyer sooner rather than later.
Whether they plan to be a desk jockey at
a big law firm in New York, a crusader
for justice at a nonprofit in D.C. or a
USA PATRIOT Act-enforcing govern-
ment lawyer, all GULC students will be
expected to adhere to standards of pro-
fessionalism that seem to many GULC
students to be as untenable as a place on
Mr. Blackwell's Best Dressed List. 

The most visible example can be
seen in the intentionally exposed bra
straps, navels and plumber's cracks
parading around the building. There’s a
place for jeans that ride so low I can tell
whether a student has shaved her legs,
shirts that ride so high I can see belly-
button lint, and various exposed under-
garments (on the top, on the bottom,
and in-between): about ten blocks east
of here at Dream on a Saturday night at
Club Wet. I've been known to pull on
the sparkly fishnets, see-through shirt
and belt that doubles as a skirt, but not
to attend class. While no one should
ever be judged on appearance alone,
there is a reason why students have to
be told to wear suits for job interviews -
- a professional appearance leads to an
overall aura of professionalism. 

I don't suggest that we all wear suits
to school every day (caveat to my male
readers: I have yet to meet a man who
doesn't look hotter in a suit. My female
friends agree. Just wear it and tell any-
one who asks that you have an impor-
tant meeting -- you'll thank me later).

However, attending a pre-professional
graduate school should at least mandate
covering the entirety of one's posterior. 

Another glaring example of unpro-
fessionalism is in the way students treat
each other and professors in the class-
room. You know how we've been told
since we were little not to interrupt oth-
ers (a concept those of you who know
me know is something I could use some
work on)? Waving your hand in the air
while someone else is talking is inter-
ruption. Worse, muttering your opinion
of what is transpiring in the classroom
under your breath is an interruption.
Just play one more game of Free Cell or
check your email again while you're
waiting for your turn to speak. 

Finally, those who we look to (at
least for the two hours we're in their
class) to set standards for academic pro-
fessionalism, our professors, frequently
perpetrate the tort of untimeliness. I
don't mean that they show up late to
class; I do that enough for the entire
school. (Note to Profs. King, Goldblatt,
and Cole: I really do have car trouble.
Often.). I refer instead to the trend of
professors letting out class later and
later. If a class is scheduled to end at
11:00, do not pose a question for class
discussion at 11:02. Odds are that the
students that are packing up their bags
at 10:57 don't have anywhere that
important to go, but some may. This
rule holds true for students as well:
Don't talk/be a gunner at any point that
will cause other people to get out of
class late -- being respectful of others'
(read: my) time is a basic tenet of profes-
sionalism. 

Gotta run. I'm late to class.

by Barry Junker, 1L
Guest Writer

Graft! Muck-raking! Vote-buying!
Nepotism! I am appalled at what I have
seen of politics here at Georgetown
Law. The SBA is the beacon that guides

our daily lives, and yet
the candidates
approached the past
election with all the
patriotic zeal of a high

school kid trying to
boost his resume so
that he can get into

Brown. While George Bush and John
Kerry comport themselves with relative
dignity, the candidates for SBA office
were busy digging new lows in pander-
ing, the likes of which have not been
seen in this country since the Gilded
Age. 

The campaigns of the various candi-
dates for SBA President echoed disturb-
ing trends in America's past. Alaina
Dartt, an editor at the Law Weekly, styled
herself a latter-day Horace Greeley, the
journalist who used his position as edi-
tor of the New York Tribune to catapult
himself into the Presidential campaign
of 1872. Is it any surprise that the Law
Weekly engages in the type of "yellow
journalism" not seen since "Remember
the Maine"?

Nicholas Trutanich gave us long-
sleeve shirts -- a wise choice in these
chilly months -- and passed out candy in
class. Though he delighted our sweet
tooth, did he not realize that this kind of
vote-buying was all too reminiscent of
James Buchanan's infamous kickbacks
during the debate on the Lecompton
Constitution in 1858? For many
Americans, these wounds remain fresh.
Mr. Trutanich, our shoulders may be
warm, but we are the poorer for it.

We need a President who will stand
up to Special Interests, not one who
knows where to get the cheapest screen
printing in the district. Hastily scribbled
advertisements on classrooms black-
boards invited us to beer-soaked broo-
ha-has in town, but isn't that the same
sort of bandwagon electioneering per-
fected by the Whigs in 1840? How much
is a vote worth? How much to sell your
soul?

Two candidates, however, refused
to pay homage to the Tammany Hall
spoils machine. One was Clark Walton,
a man whose name conjures up images
of John-Boy, Mary-Ellen and pastoral
American goodness. But perhaps this
fiery populist is simply some modern-
day William Jennings Bryan, doomed to
his Cross of Gold, decrying man's
descent from apes in the halls of law? 

The other candidate was Derron
Parks, who apparently abided by the
traditional view that it is unseemly to
campaign actively for oneself, leaving
open the question of whether he is more
William McKinley sitting on his back
porch in Ohio handing out carnations to
a fawning public, or Millard Fillmore,
errant head of the secretive "Know-
nothing" American party.

Whichever candidate you chose,
hopefully you did so for the right rea-
sons. I pray you examined the issues
and asked the hard questions: What will
she do about protective tariffs? Where
does he stand on primogeniture? Will
pizza be served? Hopefully, you looked
past the flashy T-shirts and campaign
slogans and chose a serious leader. Lest
we forget, America is at war.

Election Echoes
Shameful Past

The Quotable...
"The judge got what is called in legal terms a ‘smackdown.’" - The Quotable
David Luban

"The late Will Rogers, a great friend of mine in my youth, said 'Never miss
the opportunity to shut up.' I wish I employed that more often." - The
Quotable Charles Abernathy

"Can he grab me? 'You! Goth Boy!' I am a professor. Professor Goth Boy." -
The Quotable Peter Rubin

Fashion Torts moves on: 
Pre-professional?

Please Note:  Advice columns are intended for
amusement purposes only.  Some question sce-
narios are fictitious, and written by members of

the Law Weekly staff.
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Heat on the Hill will return
next week!  

Need love advice? 
Ask Lucy and Logan 

laweekly@bulldog.georgetown.edu
Confidentiality guaranteed!

Aries (March 21 - April 19): Dyeing
your hair green for St. Patrick's Day was
a great idea. Now the trick is to get it out
before your next interview.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20): You
enjoyed Spring Break so much that you
will restrict your summer job choices to
locales that are tropical and sunny.
However, the stars warn you that Tahiti
does not boast enough law firms for you
and all of your friends.

Gemini (May 21 - June 21):
"International Law Week" does not mean
you get to put on your "International
Man of Mystery" costume, Mr. Spy.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22): Now
that the end of the semester is approach-
ing, you might want to think about get-
ting ready for exams. Buying the books
would be a good start.

Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22): When you
want that adorable member of the oppo-
site sex to pay attention to you, make
them! However, the stars do not suggest
wearing lingerie to school, especially if
you are a man.

Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22): Your
hangover from St. Patrick's Day will
finally end this afternoon. To celebrate,
may the stars suggest not drinking?

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23): Your
funny asides in class are not going to get
you into "The Quotable," but they may
get you on the bad side of your profes-
sors - you might want to consider stop-
ping.

Scorpio (Oct. 24 - Nov. 21): Now
that tax season is approaching, your par-
ents will want you to help with their
returns. When your choices are either to
do so or to admit you received a C- in tax,
you may be in trouble.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21):
Looking for a place to live next year? Be
warned that the library staff frowns upon
those who set up residence there. Yes, the
stars know you practically live there any-
way, but who wants to sleep in a cubicle?

Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): Now
that SBA elections are over, the stars sug-
gest you find something new to talk
about. In fact, they were of this opinion
weeks ago.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18): It's
true that the food in the cafeteria is not
that great, but attempting to send it back
will get you nowhere.

Pisces (Feb. 19 - March 20): Yes, it's
good that you're getting more exercise,
and rock climbing is a great sport. But
attempting to scale the walls of Gewirz is
only going to scare the residents.

Horoscopes by the stellar Jenny Cieplak.

Horace Greeley

Photo by Nicholas C. Erickson, 1L
False fire alarm sent students outside just before Spring Break. Mass
entrance as students return to resume class. 
Students who would like to submit an interesting or humorous GULC related
picture to the Law Weekly for publication may email it to laweekly@bull-
dog.georgetown.edu or bring it by the office in Room 161.

The things people do to
avoid being called on...



GULC Barristers’ Ball 

A  Night  to
Remember

February  28,  2004
Grand  Hyatt,  Washington,  D.C.
All photos on this page were taken by Law Weekly photog-
rapher, Nicholas C. Erickson, 1L. Law Weekly is happy to
provide copies of photos to       those featured. If you would 

like a copy of a particular
photo, please email 
laweekly@bulldog.george

town.edu. Please 
note that due 
to the large 

volume of requests, 
response time may be 
several weeks.
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Have you ever held the power of
human life and death in your hands?

Many men like to think that they
have. They point to their hunting rifles
and NRA membership cards in
answer.

But this is more than an inquiry
into gun culture. It is an inquiry into
personal sacrifice, moral responsibility
and lifetime commitments. This is an
inquiry that goes to the root of human
existence itself: free will. We can
choose who to produce children with
because we have the free will to select
our partners. But our free will comes
with a price as well -- the difficulty of
choice in making and sustaining new
life. It is a choice that lies heavily on
the shoulders of women.

A man’s job in producing life is
very enjoyable. He just has to have an
orgasm. Since men do not have peri-
ods or pregnancy, men can continue
their baby-making activities nonstop
all year round, paying none of the
costs associated with the choice of life
and death. (Except whatever it cost to
get her drunk.)

A woman’s position is quite dif-
ferent. Pregnancy is a period of psy-
chological fulfillment and complete-
ness for many women. It feels good to
be nurturing a life that she made. But
pregnancy is also dangerous. The
WHO estimates that one in 74 women
will die of pregnancy complications.

Pregnancy is more than simply
carrying a bag super-glued to a
woman’s waist. Backache, itchiness,
swelling of the ankles, carpal tunnel
syndrome, piles and the increased
chance of developing diabetes are all
substantive risks that women run by
being pregnant. The above mentioned
are but the “normal” problems.
“Complications” include ectopic preg-
nancy, ruptured uterus and internal
hemorrhages from placental abrup-
tion.

An underage rape victim risks
severe complications when she is
denied the choice of an abortion. Due
to her still-developing body, she may
suffer anemia or develop osteoporosis.
Pregnancy places an enormous strain
on the circulatory system, often lead-
ing to high blood pressure. Underage
mothers forced to carry their children
to term are also threatened by eclamp-
sia (a condition that causes dizziness,
seizures, coma or death) brought
about by the pregnancy-induced
hypertension.

We are no longer monkeys sitting
on trees plucking lice for breakfast.
Human civilization is a moral commu-
nity. We may not have the same view-
point, but the social contract demands
moral decisions from all of us. Every
woman has to enter the soul-searching
question of whether to prevent, create
or to destroy life. Religious extremists
are being morally irresponsible when
they rely on ancient texts and higher
powers simply because they do not
have the courage to make the difficult
decision themselves.

It is not easy for a woman to make
her choice. If she agrees to her
boyfriend’s insistence on sex without
condoms, her moment of acquiescence
may destroy her educational aspira-
tions and career plans. If she respects

her traditional husband’s insistence
that she produce a son, she is risking
her life to satisfy his desire for an heir.
If she seeks to fulfill her personal
ambitions and puts off bearing chil-
dren, she may produce children with
Down’s syndrome.

The decision to end life is just as
hard. A woman can feel the fetus
growing long before it starts to kick. It
is never an easy decision to let the doc-
tor vacuum the fetus from within her,
or even worse, to pry her cervix open
for the purposes of tearing the fetus
out. Yet many must make this decision
because they lack the physical health,
the psychological preparation, or the
financial resources to bring the fetus to
term.

A woman’s choice is not even
entirely under her control. A quarter
of clinically recognized pregnancies
will miscarry because the fetus fails to
attach itself to the lining of the womb.
Although this is not anyone’s fault, it
is very traumatic for the woman. In
contrast, men do not pay the physical
or psychological costs of bearing life.
They never have to face a problem
where a human life is 100% dependent
on them and it dies because of factors
they can never control.

Civilized society should afford
women help and respect over matters
of choice -- because the totality of their
decisions either perpetuates the
human race, or causes its extinction.
We should devote resources to educat-
ing and promoting the use of contra-
ceptives to empower women to choose

when to conceive. We should be pre-
pared to assist in the safe termination
of pregnancies whenever a mother
finds that she is unable to carry it to
term for medical or personal reasons. 

We should not spend resources
propagandizing the rhythm method
or making gory abortion videos, while
ignoring the needs of pregnant
women who lack resources to ensure a
safe delivery and care for the child
after birth. Underage mothers and
drug-addicted mothers tend to pro-
duce infants with low birth weight
and delayed developments; some will
become adults who impose costs on
society either through their medical
needs or through crime. We can fore-
stall these occurrences. We can assist
would-be mothers towards making a
safe delivery by educating them and
providing the medical assistance
needed. We can facilitate adoptions by
infertile couples who lack the opportu-
nity to choose, thus helping women
who do not wish to abort but lack the
resources to rear their babies.

In a woman’s reproductive choice,
there is no duty of care, no reasonable
person standard, no contractual obli-
gations. Choice is a deeply personal
thing because it impacts the individual
so heavily. A mother risks her life
whenever she becomes pregnant.
Thus, the ability to choose when to get
pregnant as well as when and whether
to terminate the pregnancy cannot be
delegated to anyone except the
woman herself.

Chen Fong Goh 

A look at a woman’s difficult choice



I was pretty awesome when I
was seventeen. Sure, I was a bit awk-
ward and couldn’t get a date to save
my life, but I compensated for those
things as any other geeky over-
achiever would -- I proved myself
through involvement. I joined the
cheerleading squad and was elected
student body president. I won
superlatives like Most Likely to
Become President and Most Likely
to Succeed. Then I went to college
and wondered what happened. All
of a sudden, I was 202706072, my
student ID number, and felt com-
pletely apathetic to all things except
sleeping. I became lazy and disen-
chanted. I had burnt out. 

Coming to law school felt like a
rebirth. I was seventeen again. A
depth and breadth of opportunity
was back at my fingertips and I rel-
ished in it. I started writing weekly
columns for the Law Weekly. I
became involved in Student
Ambassadors. I joined Wine Tasters
(ah yes, a much more sophisticated
seventeen this time around).  

Here is the problem. In the seven
years which have passed since my
senior year of high school, I have
changed in other ways. I have
matured. I was so eager to please
and to be liked back then. I am not
that girl today. Today, I tell it like it
is, and I really don’t care if people
agree with me. I am not trying to
win popularity contests, and to the
extent I have made friends I have
relied on the quality of my character
to make them. The thing that wor-
ries me is that it seems there are
many members of this community

who have not.
The biggest mistake I would

have made is to have continued my
schooling without ever experiencing
“the real world.” As much as we like
to tell ourselves that moving from
home to a college dorm IS a real
world experience, it isn’t. It is board-
ing school. It is the convenience of
the support of your family without
the restriction of household rules. I
had to work and support myself to
understand how different life is
when you are fully in charge of your
decisions. I had to experience life in
an apartment and evenings without
school work to really grow.  

The feel here is very much like a
boarding school. I have come to call
it Georgetown High, and I know
more of you out there do the same. It
isn’t just the gossiping in the halls or
the sugar coated hellos, it is every-
thing. It is every attempt to ret-
rogress at the very moment we
should be catapulting forward. The
conversion of Barrister’s Ball into
prom complete with voting for a
king and queen is just one indication
that something is seriously remiss in
our attempts to project the right atti-
tude here on campus. We must see
that we are recreating the very same
nauseating social dynamics we
looked to escape in our youth.

The boarding school feeling
transcends the classroom or the halls
of Georgetown High. It is echoed, no
amplified, for those living in the
halls of Gewirz where friendships of
convenience spring up in place of
real, valuable camaraderie.
Certainly, we no longer are of the
age where we need prove our worth
by our laundry list of friends. And
yet, the sobering quiet of the corri-
dors, the lust for inclusion in social
activity, are heightened reminders

that self-worth somehow translates
into how many Friendsters you have
or how frequently you get unan-
nounced visitors at your propped
open doorway.

However, no event so illustrates
the defects of this retrograde as well
as the recent elections for SBA posi-
tions. As an editor of the Law Weekly,
I saw first hand the effects of poli-
ticking on the student body from
two perspectives -- that of a student
and that of an editor.  As an editor of
the paper, I was advised to be
impartial, and did so in all matters
in which I was acting under the
scope of my duties as an editor. As a
student, I was bombarded by cam-
paign paraphernalia and pleas for
votes. Having run several similar
campaigns in high school, I know
that creating a presence translates
into votes. However, I have never
been so overwhelmed by pushing
electioneering strategies. The worst
of this was done in questionable vio-
lation of the SBA campaign rules,
leaving other candidates at a marked
disadvantage. We are at
Georgetown training to become
great lawyers. A large part of what
separates a good lawyer from a great
lawyer is the ability to act ethically
in a situation where one has the
opportunity to act otherwise.  

Having to remain impartial, I
was not afforded an opportunity to
speak out regarding the conflicts of
interest I saw being taken by anoth-

er editor of the paper. There may be
no policy which requires an editor to
step down from office in order to
run for an SBA position, but there is
clearly a conflict of interest. Not
only did this conflict present itself in
the attempts made to strong-arm the
content of the paper during election
week, but it also presented itself in
the form of paraphernalia being dis-
tributed at the Law Weekly meeting
and within the Law Weekly office.
These actions are unacceptable. It is
this editor’s ardent plea to the new
delegates of SBA that actions be
taken in the future to prevent such
conflicts of interest.  

We owe it to ourselves as a com-
munity to take actions now which
improve and strengthen our charac-
ter, because it is this character that
will be tested time and again
throughout the course of our adult
lives. Let us look back with rever-
ence on the days of our youth, where
we could get away with these very
typically childish behaviors, but
leave our desire to regress to these
bygone years at the schoolhouse
door. It is just bad policy.  

What this school needs is one
less politician -- one less man speak-
ing up in class if only to hear the
symphony of his own words, one
less woman canvassing for votes
with candies and kickbacks. This is
an impassioned call for leaders, not
car salesmen.

The tiara sparkles on the vanity
table by my side, the light bouncing
off it in shimmering rainbows. Its
glittery glory brings a teary glimmer
to my eye. Like generations of popu-
lar, pretty girls before me, I will
remember the coronation as a
moment of personal triumph. But
the fact that my King was Erin
Ekeberg, and that we were both in
drag, adds a special meaning to the
otherwise admittedly frivolous
event.

For gays and lesbians the institu-
tion of Prom King and Queen is just
another indicia of the invisibility of
their life and love. I applaud the
SBA for finding a way to raise
money for EJF, but it must be
acknowledged that for many of us,
the idea was just another reminder
of the daily reality of our discrimi-
nation. Once again, the one model
set out for us, to the exclusion of all
others, was that of a heterosexual
couple.

For many of you, the institution
of Prom King of Queen conjures, at
worst, some popular kid in high

school who peaked too early. You
may not understand why some peo-
ple at school felt truly offended by
the idea. That is partly because you
have not spent your lifetime trying
to embrace a love that you were
taught to reject.

This time, faced with invisibility
and rejection, we set out to claim our
share of denied recognition. And if I
may say so myself, we did so with
style, humor and a healthy dose of
subversion; the signature tools of the
Homosexual Agenda. Like President
Bush has so insultingly called upon
us to do in his endorsement of a new
Constitutional amendment banning
same sex marriage, we did so “with-
out bitterness or anger…match[ing]
strong convictions with kindness
and good will and decency.” (OK,
maybe without the decency).

For gays and lesbians denial of
recognition is part of the teachings
of rejection we constantly face.
When the heterosexual model is
unthinkingly presented as the only
one, our very lives and loves are
erased. This denial does not repre-
sent a neutral starting point. It is rife
with unspoken assumptions and
prejudices. It is an act of aggression.
But what made the idea of Prom
King and Queen even more offen-

sive to gays and lesbians at the
school was the fact that we are
presently experiencing an extraordi-
narily vicious attack against the very
core of our identity.

The proposed constitutional

amendment barring same-sex mar-
riage is a form of oppressive politi-
cal violence. It is a cynical and calcu-
lating attempt to introduce bigotry
into the civic covenant of our socie-
ty. It is difficult to laugh off Prom
King and Queen when the President
of the United States blithely endors-
es enshrining stigmatization and
oppression into the constitution.
When the discrimination against
gays and lesbians becomes so banal
that the extraordinary act of cement-
ing it in our Constitution becomes
part of election year politics, it is
easy to lose one’s sense of humor. 

I doubt there is a high school
where any gay or lesbian couple
could even dream of aspiring to
Prom Royal Coupledom. Today, all
gay and lesbian people in the United
States are at peril of being constitu-
tionally denied the right to aspire to
marry the people they love. In this
context, Prom King and Queen is
just another example of what we
gays and lesbians are routinely and
sometimes invisibly denied. The
curtailment of the aspirations of mil-
lions of Americans is an act of
oppression, and that is why it is time
to break the suffocating heterosexu-
al monopoly on love.

Boaz Green 

Amy Messigian 

Welcome to law school, kids...now grow up 

Memoirs and moments of a law school prom queen
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The following is a real conversa-
tion that took place between two stu-
dents over IM:

super-smart: I have been putting
in long hours 9-10 a day, I want some
As

massively-motiv8ted: how are
you going to get them, please do tell? I
always get the same grades and I don’t
even know what to do to change

super-smart: yeah I will most like-
ly get the same grades, but at least I
will know I am just dumb then

massively-motiv8ted: do you
think you can improve in law school? 

super-smart: not really, but I
would like to be sure

Good luck super-smart - wasting
your efforts is super-dumb for yours is
a familiar and foolish path. Many peo-
ple arrive to law school as self-moti-
vated, over-excited over-achievers.
They want to excel, they want to learn
and they want to become passionate
about an area of law. These quick
learners quickly see that putting in a
great deal of effort does not count for
much. Even lawyers-to-be have an
intuitive sense about the law of dimin-
ishing returns. 

First of all, let me assure you that
if you want to improve there is
nowhere to go at Georgetown for help
but into your own head. I don’t know
how other law schools work but this
factory has no quality control check
points. 

Let me tell you about the needless
path of self-doubt. If you are trying to
improve yourself as a student as it is
reflected in your grades, you are likely
to assess your performance by asking
yourself the following questions:

Do I lack the type of raw intelligence
necessary to succeed?

Some would say it is possible.
Even in the upper echelons of acade-
mia there will no doubt be a discrep-
ancy between the whiners and the
winners. I recently discussed with a
fellow student whether, like physical
strength, intelligence can plateau.
Certainly I can work as hard as I want
but I will never be as sharp as Scalia. 

You know what I say to this? I say
I don’t care. Does it really matter if
you are not the very smartest in the
whole entire school? The majority of
us are not -- that’s reality, but does
that mean we cannot improve? Does
that mean we don’t deserve the aca-
demic attention it takes to improve? 

Am I not a good test taker?
Do you mean in general? This is

probably not true since presumably
somewhere along your academic
endeavors you have shined, or else
you wouldn’t even be here right now.
This is too general an inquiry. 

Maybe I not a good writer under time
pressure?

Last year I went to a 2-hour
“extended orientation” session hosted
by Dean Wendy Purdue, which

seemed very helpful. At this presenta-
tion, a brilliant 3L who had aced her
way through law school compared a
mediocre to an amazing exam, focus-
ing on the importance of clear and
concise delivery. It seemed very useful
at the time. In fact, it influenced my
decision to keep a favorable eye
towards classes with take home exams
for the following semester. I figured
this was a good way to take an exam
where I could focus on writing clearly.
I hoped for some improvement, but I
got the exact same grades I always get.
Everyone got more time, so this crite-
ria does not make a bit of difference. 

Do I lack a mastery of the material?
How many students have you run

into that feel like they literally failed
an exam but magically bat beyond the
B range? How many students have
you run into that feel pretty decent
about their performance and become
devastated once they receive their true
results? How many students don’t
ever feel like they know, we’ll leave it
to the gods? My most mediocre exams
have been in subjects I have felt the
most knowledgeable about. It’s not
just the material. 

Am I naturally not good at law?
All right you fatalist, how many

times have you heard the saying: suc-
cess on law school exams does not
equal success as a lawyer? Ask stu-
dents, teacher and practitioners.  

As Father O’Brien often says in
class, “the road to hell is paved with
good intentions.” Don’t waste your
time going down this road. Let go of
the self-doubt. 

I would argue that the odds are in
favor of the house. I assure you that it
is extremely difficult and systematical-
ly impracticable for a student to

improve during his or her time at
Georgetown for the following reasons
(among others): 

First, during the semester you
don’t apply the material you are lec-
tured about in class often enough. The
only times most students actively
apply the material they are lectured to
and read about are the two times they
are called on in class and the one exam
at the end of the semester. There are
many studies that confirm that this is
not a good way to learn. 

Second, there is too long of a time
lag between applying the material you
learned and assessing how to improve
your application of it. Last year’s
spring exams were not available for
review until this October (for the
majority of us who were not in D.C.
for the summer). By this point you are
not fresh on the material anymore, so
you have lost the ability to critically
assess and defend your thoughts, even
if you were to meet with a professor to
discuss them. Since an overwhelming

majority of tests are left completely
unmarked, you might as well save
your own copy of your ExamSoft
exam and take it to the teacher imme-
diately.

Third, sometimes students need a
little more guidance on how to assess
their work. I know this is graduate
school and we are not babies, but look
at students pursuing masters in other
disciplines, look at PhD students! Why
should there be such a great disparity
with how much attention we get?

In closing, I would like to remind
you that having a brilliant mind does
not translate to receiving brilliant
grades. On the same note, you can get
good grades and improve without
being the sharpest in the school.
Grades are not some esoteric entity,
they are a practical matter. Good
grades simply involve tweaking the
tools of test-taking. We -- the students,
faculty, and administrators -- should
focus on how to get us there.
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