
William Corcoran 
Narrator 

 
Margaret Krause 

Interviewer 
 

October 20, 2017 
Georgetown University Law Center 

Washington, DC 
 
 
MK: We are joined today by Bill Corcoran, class of ‘67. 
 
WC: Good morning. 
 
MK: And he’s going to share a couple of his memories with us. 
 
WC: Yes, I’m happy to be here. It’s our 50th year out of Georgetown. We didn’t think much 
when we graduated, just hoping that we would make it. We didn’t know where we’d spend our 
careers, but we’re happy to be here and share with you. Georgetown was a big part of my life. I 
come from a Georgetown family- not in law, but in medicine. My father went to Georgetown and 
my brother was ahead of me and my nephews. Georgetown was where I wanted to go and I 
was glad to get here. We all talked about moments of law school that we remember and 
professors who we remember. I never got to know him personally, but I have very fond 
memories of Professor Phil Ryan. He taught us in first year. He was very calm and respectful. 
His classes were pleasant; you looked forward to them. They were not stressful. He had a good 
sense of humor. He was very bright and his classes were well structured. We had a lot of 
professors who were showmen perhaps, but none more than he in terms of how good I thought 
they were. 
 
MK: Interesting. 
 
WC: We have a good turnout for our class here. We have 40-something of us here. So, I hope 
you get a lot of folks to give some part of the oral history of Georgetown Law.  
 
MK: That’s very interesting. 
 
WC: It’s a very good idea, what you’re doing.  
 
MK: Thank you. Thank you. Do you want to share one of your favorite memories of law school 
or even the time? 1967 was quite the time. 
 
WC: It was quite the time. Very much quite the time. We were deferred from the draft. I think I 
was 24 when I graduated and you were subject to the draft until your 26th birthday. There was 



no question for all of us and we had to address that somehow. I took the bar exam here in the 
District of Columbia in July of 1967. I was ordered to my draft physical the following month. I 
had to get in one way or another, so I applied for an opportunity in the Navy, to the Officer 
Candidate School and was accepted. Then, in March of the following year, I went into the Navy. 
Then, I changed to the Judge Advocates General School because I had, in the meantime, been 
admitted to the bar in November. So, I was in the Navy for 3 ½ years during the war. Most of my 
class members would have a similar story. I didn’t serve in Vietnam. My experience was very, 
very good. I have nothing but good things to say about those years and had good friends. 
 
MK: Excellent. 
 
WC: In addition to that, while in the Law School, I worked on the main campus as a dormitory 
counselor. That was a big part of my law school, not only in terms of financial help, in my third 
year, it meant that I got room, board, and tuition. In this day in age, that would be very important 
for a student. More importantly, what it meant was we formed a circle of good friendships with 
other prefects on the campus. Those friendships have remained strong to this day. 
 
MK: Wow. 
 
WC: A good number of our class coming to the reunion comes from that group. So, we have 
something very good to relate to you about law school and memories of very strong friendships. 
 
MK: Excellent. 
 
WC: We’re happy to be here. 
 
MK: Thank you so much for joining us.  
 
WC: You’re most welcome. Very nice. 
 
MK: We really appreciate it. 
 
WC: Thank you. 
 
MK: Thank you. 


