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MK: Martin George is here with us today. Class of ’67. 

MG: Many moons ago and as I said it has changed more than dramatically in terms of the physical 

campus. We were in the E street buildings; they were not very pleasant. I think the one amenity that we 

had was one Mackie machine—a vending machine. That was all. Anyway, I had three things that I 

would like to mention about my experience here. One was I think the best professor that I had was A. 

Kenneth Pie who taught evidence. He taught other things as well, but he taught me evidence. It was 

just a real eye opener in terms of his Socratic method of moving you from straight, then all of a sudden, 

he would say “well if this is true.. then what about this or this” and you would fall off the cliff on this side 

and he would bring you back the other way. He would say “well if you can’t do that can you do this? “. It 

was just an amazing experience to learn who to think and how to anticipate and prepare. He is rumored 

to have spent four hours for every hour of teaching—and it showed. It was an amazing experience just 

to learn. Even if you think you know, you would read another case and all of a sudden you see a 

different perspective if you took the time to prepare and see what others think or what they have said 

about the same subject matter. It was a real eye opener and impressed me on the need to prepare, 

which I think was very helpful. 

MG: The fun part was travelling two and from the school. I was a prefect on the undergraduate dorm 

rooms on the main campus for the undergrads. Four of us used to drive back and forth every morning. 

The fun was that we had one fella in the car that ..frequently we would pass chief justice earl warren 

being driven to the court, so of course, one day the guy made a sign that said “Earl warren uses 

canned briefs” and put it on the side of our car. The chief justice smiled and acknowledged it—that of 

course made our day and it was typical of the kind of things we would do every morning driving to 

campus. 

MG: The other experience was the life changing one. I worked for, in the summer between my second 

and third year, doing surveys about people's impressions about the Miranda decision which was then 

being discussed.  There is a very famous professor, I can’t think of the name, but he is very active in 

pro-bono and training young lawyers in representing defendants. My experience was, I was luckily sent 

in the survey to a relatively upper-middle class section of Washington DC. It was the 16th street old 

Kalorama section near all the embassies and everything, but nonetheless, even at that time an 

integrated area and I had the experience of meeting people who exposed me to the fact that even then 

there are two Americas. When I met minority people who were obviously well educated, well to do, 

sophisticated people. I asked them what they thought about treatment of police in various 

circumstances. They just looked at me and said “that’s the way it is for me” and I just never had 

appreciated that. I think if I would have gone to a poorer neighborhood it would have reinforced my right 

Attila the Hun attitude. I was very conservative and I would have probably blamed it on those people 

somehow or another for not figuring out a way to get out this bad situation. But then when I met people 



who were well educated, large financial means, who had a totally different experience of living in 

American—that just opened my eyes and it has since then. I think I have to thank Georgetown for 

opening my mind in those ways. Those are my experiences that I would like to relate. 

MK: Well thank you very much we really appreciate it. 

MG: Good. I enjoyed it. I enjoyed thinking about these things in advance and recalling some of those 

things. Which was kind of fun. 

Interviewer: 

(inaudible sound) 

MG: Good luck on the rest of your interviews. 

MK: Well thank you and you have a…  

 


