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Veterans Studies Interest Group Listserv 

Issue #45 September 2020 
 
The Veteran’s Creed 
1. I am an American Veteran  
2. I proudly served my country 
3. I live the values I learned in the military 
4. I continue to serve my community, my country and my fellow veterans 
5. I maintain my physical and mental discipline 
6. I continue to lead and improve 
7. I make a difference 
8. I honor and remember my fallen comrades 
 
This month’s Listserv includes Anthropology 264; VA Care for COVID-19; Veteran 
Unemployment Rates Are Falling and Still Below Non-Veterans; Tech Industry “New 
Collars” Workers Movement; Military Experience of Steven Spielberg’s Father; Capture 
of Tojo; and, Medal of Honor Winner on 9/11 
 
Anthropology 264 
We at Georgetown University have initiated a course on veterans entitled Veterans: 
Hero, Victim, Threat.  The course is part of our continuing effort  to foster academic 
studies regarding veterans (see also Listserv #43,). Unlike military studies, veteran 
studies have not been a common subject for academic studies at major universities.   
 
The course is being given in the Anthropology Department (Anthropology 264) and will 
cover anthropology, history and policy. It started on August 27th and will run through 
the fall semester until December 3rd. Dr. Andrew Bickford, Professor of Anthropology is 
the Course Director and he, I and, Michael Visconage, the Chief VA Historian put the 
course together. In addition, several influential individuals on veterans’ issues in the DC 
community are participating, including from the VA.  
 
Topics include the influence of the change to the All-Volunteer Force on veterans; VA 
health and benefits systems and their history; ethnography and oral history related to 
veterans; veterans in literature; race class and gender; death and commemoration; 
effects of  PTSD and other veterans conditions on life after the military; veterans as 
hero, victim or threat; and, the future of America and its veterans. 
 
I believe this is a rather unique effort for a major University and will have implications 
beyond Georgetown. The first few sessions have been most interesting, with students 
contributing excellent questions and ideas. We all look forward to this being an 
important step to foster a field of academic studies on veterans’ issues. 
 
VA Care for COVID-19 
VA COVID-19 care numbers for enrollees up to the week of September 1-7 are follows:  

https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1059382
https://www.coursicle.com/georgetown/courses/ANTH/264/
https://www.va.gov/health/docs/VA_COVID_Response.pdf
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VA COVID-19 Care Numbers  
Up to Week of September 1-7 

 
 

Up to Week of September 1-7 
Up to Week of September 1-7 

Vets and VA Employees Tested 632,372 

VA-Diagnosed Vets with COVID-
19 

54,240 

COVID-19 Patients Admitted to 
VA 

10,416 

Current COVid-19 Patients in 
hospital 

317 

COVID-19 Patients Reaching 
Convalescence 

41,820 

Telehealth Visits 169,271 

Increase in Telehealth Visits (Mar 
1-Aug 29) 

1,412% 

                              From VA 

 
VA has been able to deal with COVID-19 which has accounted for roughly 3.6% of its 
admissions. Its well-developed telemedicine capability has been used extensively (a 
1,412% increase as shown above.) Also, VA also acts as a backup for civilian healthcare 
in times of crisis (called its “4th mission”). In the coronavirus pandemic, it has cared for 
several hundred civilian patients and supplied PPE in a number of states. 
 
Veteran Unemployment Rates Are Falling and Still Below Non-Veterans 
Unemployment rate among veterans, which moved from 7.9% in July to 6.4%,in August 
remained below comparable non-vets who were at 8.5% in August and 10.3% in July. 
African American veterans had more striking differences between groups with an 
unemployment rate of 6.2% in veterans as against 13.4% for comparable non-veterans. 
The numbers for Hispanics were 6.4 and 10.6%. 
 
Tech Industry “New Collars” Workers Movement 
In a possible lasting change via a trend that has developed over many years, tech 
companies such as Google, Apple and IBM are dropping the college degree prerequisite 
for hires. An Op-Ed piece in Military Times discusses these “New Collar Workers” 
(neither blue nor white collar), a term coined by IBM CEO Ginni Rometty. Instead of a 
degree, the veterans have certification training to get through the pipeline. For them it is 
a boon as they are generally older, have less time to develop CVs, already have high tech 
skills from the military and find this approach easier in making a successful career 
transition to a job rich tech industry. Many universities already offer this type of 
training.  
 
Military Experience of Steven Spielberg’s Father  
A Wall Street Journal story tells us about the life of famed film director Steven 
Spielberg’s father, Arnold, who died at age 103 on Aug 25th. After signing up for military 
service following Pearl Harbor, the elder Spielberg was sent to India as a radio operator 
for the Army Air Force Bomber Squadron. He discovered his ability to fix radios and 

https://www.va.gov/health/docs/VA_COVID_Response.pdf
https://ivmf.syracuse.edu/article/the-employment-situation-of-veterans-august-2020/#_ftn1
https://ivmf.syracuse.edu/article/the-employment-situation-of-veterans-august-2020/#_ftn1
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with the GI bill went to study electrical engineering at the University of Cincinnati after 
the war. This brought him to jobs at major tech companies of the era (RCA, General 
Electric, IBM and Unisys) where he led the design of various technologies including a 
system of electronic cash registers that kept track of sales and inventory (but crashed 
too frequently to be used). Like so many who have been in the military in that and this 
era, he developed tech skills which changed his life.  
 
Capture of Tojo 
Interesting story in the Washington Post about the capture of Hideki Tojo, the Japanese 
Prime Minister and symbol of World War II evil along with Hitler and Mussolini (many 
ditties were written about the three of them, often profane). Tojo had been one of the 
architects of the Japanese expansion in the 1930s and was riding high after Pearl 
Harbor. However, his fortunes reversed with the Japanese loss at the Battle of Midway 
and other defeats. He was forced to resign as Prime Minister in 1944, after which his 
wife began getting anonymous calls asking if he had committed suicide yet. 
 
 On September 11th, 1945 (interesting date), nine days after the Japanese formally 
surrendered to General MacArthur on the USS Missouri, Tojo was living freely in his 
suburban Tokyo home, a fact that would have horrified the many U.S. citizens who lost 
loved ones in the war. Two intelligence officers, Maj. Paul Kraus and Lt. Jack Wilpers Jr. 
were assigned to capture him and when they approached his house, they heard a 
gunshot. The officers rushed in, Wilpers with gun drawn, crashed through furniture 
barriers into Tojo’s study and found him standing with his gun in hand. Tojo had tried 
to commit suicide by shooting himself the chest but failed. He looked at the two officers 
as they came in, dropped his gun, and fell into an easy chair behind him with blood 
spread over his white shirt. The two officers were followed by a flurry of newspaper 
reporters who heard about the possible capture and one of them, George Burns of Yank 
Magazine snapped the picture below. According to two Japanese reporters, Tojo said "I 
am very sorry it is taking me so long to die…I wished to commit suicide but sometimes 
that fails” 
 
Other reporters who were there, like Cornelius Ryan and John Toland, later became 
famous writing books about the war. Tojo lived on to be hanged on December 23, 1948 
after a war crimes trial by the International Military Tribunal for the Far East.  He never 
denied responsibility.  
 
Though Lt . Wilpers was a central figure in this historical event, like many World War II 
vets. he did not talk about it. He had been recommended for a Bronze Star but only 
received it in 2010, after the bureaucratic obstacles were dissolved.  
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/09/10/tojo-suicide-japan-surrender/
https://www.amazon.com/Rising-Sun-Decline-Japanese-1936-1945/dp/0812968581
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                         Lt. John J. Wilpers, Jr with gun in hand standing over Tojo who had just shot himself   
                         1n the chest From the Washington Post.  

 
Medal of Honor Winner on 9/11 
On 9/11, President Trump awarded the country’s highest military award, the Medal of 
Honor, to Sgt. Maj Thomas “Pat” Payne for his role in a rescue mission that freed 70 
ISIS held hostages awaiting execution. It was the first such award to a living member of 
the generally secretive Delta Force Team. As a First Sergeant, he  had been  personally 
responsible for liberating 37 of those captured in the predawn hours of October 22, 2015 
during a contested raid in which 20 ISIS fighters were killed.. The Delta Force worked 
alongside elite Kurdish Peshmerga soldiers, liberating the hostages from burning prison 
buildings in which they were held. So many hostages were released that the Chinook 
helicopter going back to freedom had standing room only.  At the time, the Islamic state 
controlled large portions of Iraq and Syria and held the hostages in the northern Iraqi 
town of Hawijah. 
Sgt. Payne, a native of South Carolina, had been on 17 deployments and received a 
Purple Heart when a grenade shattered his knee in Afghanistan. He is the only living 
Delta Force soldier to receive a Medal of Honor though two awards were given 
posthumously to Master Sgt. Gary Gordon and Sgt. 1st Class Randall Shughart for 
recovering wounded soldiers in the “Black Hawk Down” battle in Mogadishu, Somalia.  
 
The Listserv is available as an archive on the Georgetown University Library website 
under the title “Veterans Interest Newsletters”. 
 
Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 
Director, Georgetown University Veterans Initiatives 
Professor of Medicine 
 

Stats Section 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/09/10/tojo-suicide-japan-surrender/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2020/09/11/medal-of-honor-payne-trump/
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/11/912076657/soldier-awarded-medal-of-honor-for-hostage-rescue-mission
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/11/912076657/soldier-awarded-medal-of-honor-for-hostage-rescue-mission
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2020/09/11/medal-of-honor-payne-trump/
https://mohmuseum.org/payne-thomas-p/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/legacy-black-hawk-down-180971000/
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1050313
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Homelessness 
 

 
Substantial (50%) drop in homelessness over the last 9 years from 74,087 to 37,085 In 2019. This 
was a result of a concerted effort led by VA Secretary Eric Shinseki and the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. Homelessness numbers are determined in a nationwide survey on a single 
day in January. In 2019 homelessness rates were equal at 17/10,000 in both veterans and non-
veterans (though there may be upticks on both sides since COVID-19). See also Listserv #25. From 

HUD. 

https://files.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/2019-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
https://files.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/2019-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/1052765/Veterans%20Interest%20Newsletter%20Listserv_Issue%2025.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://files.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/2019-AHAR-Part-1.pdf

