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The Veteran’s Creed 
1. I am an American Veteran  
2. I proudly served my country 
3. I live the values I learned in the military 
4. I continue to serve my community, my country and my fellow veterans 
5. I maintain my physical and mental discipline 
6. I continue to lead and improve 
7. I make a difference 
8. I honor and remember my fallen comrades 
 
This month’s Listserv includes an Item From Georgetown University Course 
Anthropology 264 Veterans: Hero, Victim, Threat - The First Homeless Veteran; The 
VA and Coronavirus; Suicide in Veterans with Amputations During COVID-19; Army 
National Guard Helps Out in the Pandemic; Veterans and Society; Veteran's Day Events 
in the Era of the Pandemic; Gold Star Families and Veterans Get Free Access to National 
Parks, Refuges and Other Federal Lands; Veterans Unemployment as of October 2020; 
The Army Museum Enterprise is Divesting 
 
Item from Georgetown University Course Anthropology 264 Veterans: 
Hero, Victim, Threat  
The First Homeless Veteran  
Our unique course on veterans’ issues, Anthropology 264 (discussed in Listserv #  45) Is 
going extremely well. The students have been engaged and the discussions very 
interesting.  
 
This item was part of a discussion by Michael Visconage, the Chief VA Historian, who 
participated in designing the course and has been an integral part of it. It concerned the 
first American homeless veteran. 
 
Below is the oldest known portrait of a homeless American veteran, Joseph Winter, who 
fought in the American Revolution. The artist, John Neagle, encountered Winter living 
on the street in Philadelphia on a snowy night December 18, 1829. Neagle took Winter 
into his home and cared for him. The artist learned that Winter had served in the Army 
during the Revolutionary War. A weaver by trade, Winter had grown too old to support 
himself. Without other resources, he had become homeless. Neagle painted Winter’s 
portrait to publicize the plight of America’s first veterans – the veterans of the 
Revolutionary War. Reproduced as an engraving, the portrait circulated widely and 
helped build support for the Pension Act of 1832, which established the first military 
pensions granted without regard to disability or financial distress.  

 

https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/1060510/VeteransInterestNewsletterListserv_Issue45.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/joseph-winter-lone-wanderer/


 
A Pensioner of the Revolution by John Neagle (1796-1865) From Collection of the American  
Revolution Institute of the Society of the Cincinnati)  

 
The VA and Coronavirus 
Here are the coronavirus numbers as of October 27-November 2 as reported by the VA.  
 

VA COVID-19 Care ,  
Up to Week of October 27 – November 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Up to Week of September 1-7 
Up to Week of September 1-7 

Vets and VA Employees Tested 879,457 

VA-Diagnosed Vets with COVID-19 67,905 

COVID-19 Patients Admitted to VA 14,168 

Current COVID-19 Patients in 
hospital 

606 

COVID-19 Patients Reaching 
Convalescence 

57,652 

Total VA COVID-19 Deaths 4,098* 

Weekly Telehealth Visits 181,864 

Increase in Telehealth Visits**  1,525% 

                           *As of November 5. A total of 64 VA employees have also died. 
                               **From Mar 1 to Oct 31. 

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/joseph-winter-lone-wanderer/
https://www.va.gov/health/docs/VA_COVID_Response.pdf
https://www.stripes.com/news/veterans/coronavirus-cases-among-va-patients-reach-an-all-time-high-1.651122


As with the rest of the country, the number of VA cases in the upper Midwest, 
particularly in the Minneapolis and Milwaukee VA Medical Centers, has been 
increasing.  
 
Suicide in Veterans with Amputations During COVID-19  
In a grim reminder of the effects of the coronavirus shutdown, the Washington Post 
writes of suicide in several veterans with amputations. One of the victims, Marine Corps 
veteran Rory Hamill, whose right leg was severed in Afghanistan, had been a 
motivational speaker and advocate for other veterans. He wrote this in a post on 
Instagram just before committing suicide. “My own personal hell has been reignited. 
This pandemic, although viral in nature; alludes to what happens to us as human beings, 
when we are stripped of our outlets, and are deprived of our ability to socialize.” 
 
Army National Guard Helps Out in the Pandemic 
The Army National Guard has been helping considerably in the pandemic and here are 
two examples, one in the U.S. and the other overseas. Task force 46 which was created 
to manage nuclear, chemical and biological warfare is now helping out in the pandemic. 
It has provided direct medical support in a variety of U.S. cities as well as logistics, 
communications, behavioral health support and operations planning.  
 
Twenty-eight medical personnel from the Nebraska and Texas National Guard will go to 
the Czech Republic to provide support. This country has been particularly affected by 
the pandemic in which over 13,200 medical personnel were infected. The pandemic has 
also hit other countries in Eastern Europe particularly hard.  
 
Veterans and Society  
Phillip Klay, a Marine veteran and National Book Award winner, has just published his 
first novel entitled “Missionaries.” which is reviewed here. It involves conflicts in 
Colombia with the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (better known as FARC) 
and the war in Afghanistan.  “Missionaries” makes the case that the wider society back 
home does not appreciate the sacrifices made by the professional military who actually 
experience war. The self-sacrifice of this small proportion of the population deserves to 
be legitimized by those who benefit from their actions. The review ends with this 
powerful quote “--- America’s veterans crave, what would reconnect them with their 
broader society. They want a war fought by the entire American culture, not just its 
army.” 
 
Veteran's Day Events in the Era of the Pandemic  
The Veterans History Project of the Library of Congress is hosting a series of musical 
performances online to inspire conversations about veterans experiences. The events 
will premiere on the Veteran History Project’s Facebook page. The Project records oral 
histories on veterans and is a most interesting website to visit in any case here.  
 
The National Veteran's Day Observance at Arlington Cemetery will be held this year in 
person at 11:00 AM on November 11th with a limited audience of official ceremony 
participants. Others may view the ceremony via live stream link here  
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2020/10/21/coronavirus-veteran-suicide/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2020/10/21/coronavirus-veteran-suicide/
https://www.armytimes.com/news/2020/10/30/army-guard-task-force-preparing-to-deal-with-a-nuclear-strike-instead-responded-to-covid-19/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/coronavirus/2020/10/29/28-nebraska-texas-national-guard-medical-personnel-heading-to-czech-republic-to-help-with-virus-surge/
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/missionaries-from-a-strange-land-veterans-and-the-society-that-sends-them/
https://www.aei.org/op-eds/missionaries-from-a-strange-land-veterans-and-the-society-that-sends-them/
https://www.thedistrict.com/veterans-history-project-celebrates-20th-anniversary-year-with-online-concerts-panels-nov-6-14/
https://www.facebook.com/vetshistoryproject
https://www.loc.gov/vets/
https://www.dvidshub.net/webcast/25131


The National Museum of the Army will have its virtual opening ceremony on November 
11th at 2:00 PM. Link is here  
 
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial will hold a virtual Commemoration at 1:00 PM on 
November 11. Participants can join on the Facebook page or Website. 
 
World War II War Memorial Will hold a Veteran's Day observance at 9:00 AM 
November 11. It can be seen on its Facebook page here  
 
Perhaps the event at the National World War II Museum and Memorial in Kansas City 
beats them all. They will hold a skydiving event (“legacy jump”) in which 20 US veterans 
ages 28-92 will participate. The event will kick off on November 11th at 6:30 AM CT. 
 
See also Listserv #3 for the history of the Veteran’s Day observance in the U.S. 
 
Gold Star Families and Veterans Get Free Access to National Parks, Refuges 
and Other Federal Lands  
Gold Star Families are next of kin of a member of the United States Armed Forces who 
lost his or her life in a war, an international terrorist attack or a military operation 
outside of the United States while serving with the U.S. Armed Forces. 
 
At a ceremony at the Iowa Goldstar Museum in Des Moines, Secretary of the Interior 
David Bernhardt announced that Gold Star families and U.S. military veterans will be 
granted free access to national parks, wildlife refuges and other federal lands managed 
by the Department of interior starting on Veteran's Day this year. This includes about 
2000 public locations with more than 400 acres of public lands with hiking, fishing, 
paddling, biking, hunting, stargazing and climbing. A group of high government officials 
including U.S. senators spoke at the ceremony. The decision by the Secretary of the 
Interior will put this initiative into operation but there is also a bill in Congress to enact 
it into law.  
 
Veterans Unemployment as of October 2020 
The unemployment rate for veterans in October was 5.5%, down from 6.8% in 
September and less than half of this highest point of 11.7% in April. This unemployment 
was also lower than the 6.9% level of comparable nonveterans. Unemployment rate for 
male veterans was 5.6% and women, 5.0%. In October 2019, unemployment rate in 
veterans was 3.0% overall, 2.6% in men and 5.7% in women.   
 
The Army Museum Enterprise is Divesting 
The Army Museum Enterprise, which oversees 46 museums around the world, is 
divesting itself of duplicate artifacts among its 580,000 item collection. The divestiture 
will start in Spring, 2021 and include items from all the museums. The Enterprise “is 
reviewing everything from tanks and howitzers to uniforms and canteens” according to 
Stefan Rohal, the historic materials division chief.  Department of Defense entities, 
including other military museums, can request items through the Defense Logistics 
Agency while other eligible federal and veterans organizations can request items from 
the General Services Administration.  

https://www.dvidshub.net/webcast/25129
https://www.facebook.com/VietnamVeteransMemorialFund/
https://www.vvmf.org/honorservice/
https://www.facebook.com/WWIIMemorialFriends
https://usveteransmagazine.com/2020/10/20-us-veterans-aged-28-92-skydive-national-wwi-museum-memorial-veterans-day/
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/bitstream/handle/10822/1050316/Listserv%203%2011-7-16.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOI/bulletins/2a83640
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.t05.htm
https://www.militarytimes.com/education-transition/2020/11/06/veterans-employment-rates-improve-again-in-october/
https://www.militarytimes.com/education-transition/2020/11/06/veterans-employment-rates-improve-again-in-october/
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.t05.htm
https://www.thenmusa.org/
https://nypost.com/2020/11/04/army-museums-to-give-out-excess-artifacts-including-weapons-historic-uniforms/
https://www.dla.mil/DispositionServices/DDSR/PropertySearch/
https://gsaxcess.gov/


 

 
Types of army museum items that may be available to qualifying entities. From the Army Times. 
 
The Listserv is available as an archive on the Georgetown University Library website 
under the title “Veterans Interest Newsletters”. 
 
Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 
Director, Georgetown University Veterans Initiatives 
Professor of Medicine 

 
Stats Section 
 

From the Anthropology 264 Course:  
Public Perception of The Adequacy of Veterans Benefits 1947 Versus 2012  

 

 

https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2020/11/02/army-museums-will-give-out-excess-artifacts-including-weapons-and-historic-uniforms/
https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1050313


I presented these surveys in a lecture on the status of veterans in our course, 
Anthropology 264. Note that in 1947, just after World War II, most of the public 
considered that benefits for veterans were adequate. In 2012, though benefits for 
veterans had increased greatly, they were considered less than adequate. In World War 
II, military service was considered a part of citizenship while in 2012 we had an All-
Volunteer Force who took the risks for us. Could this explain the difference? From 
Huffington Post . 
 

https://today.uconn.edu/2014/11/a-heros-welcome-the-american-publics-attitudes-toward-veterans/

