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HIST 140: Charlemagne to Napoleon: The Holy Roman Empire, 8 May 2020 
 

Final Project, Option Two: Documenting a World Historical Event: Life in COVID 19, 2020 
 
 
 

Professor Leonard, 
 

I hope all is well, despite all that is occurring around us. For your convenience, below is a 

table of contents by which this documentation can be better navigated. The general order is first, 

primary sources, then secondary sources, and finally a series of journal entries documenting the 

pandemic. The primary sources focus on the numerous emails I received as the University 

decided to move operations to online formats, while the secondary sources are a variety of 

opinion and editorial pieces discussing the implications of the ongoing pandemic. The specific 

pagination is as follows: 

TABLE OF CONTENTS: 

Title and Introduction… ............................................................................................................... 1 

Primary Sources (and Context/Discussion)… ....................................................................... 3 – 17 

Secondary Sources Annotated Bibliography ....................................................................... 19 – 22 

Secondary Sources (in PDF format)… ................................................................................ 23 – 43 

Personal Journal… ............................................................................................................... 45 – 51 
 

I hope you enjoy the following collection and, as always, please do not hesitate to reach 

out to me if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you again for an excellent semester. 

 
 

Until next time, 
 

 
Jacob Hamburger 
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Document 1: Announcing our Transition to a Virtual Learning Environment, President John J. DeGioia 

(March 11th, 2020) 
 
 
 

Jacob Hamburger <jjh154@georgetown.edu> 
 
 

Announcing our Transition to a Virtual Learning Environment 
2 messages 

 

 
Office of the President <presidentsoffice@georgetown.edu> Wed, Mar 11, 2020 at 9:03 AM 
Reply-To: presidentsoffice@georgetown.edu 
To: jjh154@georgetown.edu 

 
 

 

Georgetown University 
Office of the President 

 

Dear Members of the Georgetown University Community: 
 

Over the past six weeks, you have received numerous messages regarding our University’s ongoing 
efforts to grapple with the impacts of COVID-19—the novel coronavirus that first emerged in China 
and has been spreading throughout the world.  I wish to begin by expressing my profound 
appreciation to the members of our community who are working tirelessly to help us respond to 
this challenge. 

 
Throughout these weeks we have been guided by two fundamental commitments: (1) ensuring the 
health and safety of the campus community; and (2) ensuring the continuity of academic 
programs. In recent days, with the spread of the virus in the United States, including in the District 
of Columbia, we have determined new actions that are necessary for meeting these commitments. 

 
Public health experts have provided important perspective on actions that we should take now to 
address the continued spread of the disease and to protect, to the best of our ability, the most 
vulnerable members of our community. It is imperative that we minimize the possibility of 
transmission and limit the possibility of “community spread” on our campuses. 

mailto:jjh154@georgetown.edu
mailto:presidentsoffice@georgetown.edu
mailto:presidentsoffice@georgetown.edu
mailto:jjh154@georgetown.edu
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Two actions that limit the spread of the virus are: first, reducing the density of social encounters— 
by limiting the number of members of our community on campus, especially in the residence halls, 
and reducing the size of gatherings; second, by practicing “social distancing”—ensuring that, in 
our public interactions with one another, we provide sufficient distance between ourselves and our 
colleagues. 

 
No  member  of  our  University  community  has  tested  positive  for  COVID-19.  In  recent 
days   a   small   number   of   members   of   our   community   may   have   been   exposed   to   the   novel 
coronavirus, and have been informed by DC Health about appropriate  steps they must take, given 
their specific circumstances. We informed you on Sunday about a patient being cared for at MedStar 
Georgetown University Hospital who tested positive for COVID-19. Subsequent to this, 
DC Health provided additional information to members of Christ Church, Georgetown, the 
Episcopal church in our neighborhood related to this case. We are monitoring this extremely 
closely. 

 
Our University’s Spring Break is concluding in the coming days, and we are taking the following 
steps at this time: 

 
 

We are moving all classroom instruction for all of our schools to virtual learning 
environments. Beginning Monday, March 16th, we are suspending all inperson, 
face-to-face, on-campus classroom instruction. This will continue until further 
notice. We will communicate updates regularly and will provide additional information on 
an ongoing basis. 

 
 

We strongly encourage undergraduate students to return to their permanent 
addresses while this virtual learning environment is in place. Students should 
avoid returning to campus if possible or return to campus briefly to gather 
necessary items for the completion of academic work before departing to their 
permanent addresses. We understand that for some number of students there 
will be a compelling reason to remain on campus. Campus will remain open and 
key services will be available. 

 
 

We strongly encourage postponement of all gatherings and events. Further 
guidance for each campus will be forthcoming. 

 

We will continue to update you as the situation evolves. These updates can be found on our 
webpage dedicated to addressing COVID-19. 

 
This decision to move to virtual learning is taken after the most careful consideration. Our 
colleagues are working to ensure we can sustain educational continuity and faculty and students 
will be receiving guidance on managing this transition to virtual learning from the leadership of 
each school. I recognize that this transition to virtual learning will be very challenging and I am 
deeply grateful to our faculty for their dedication and commitment to our students during these 
difficult times. 

http://links.georgetown.mkt6170.com/ctt?kn=1&ms=NDE5ODQ5OTIS1&r=ODk3NzYyMjU1MzAyS0&b=0&j=MTcyMTA1NTY3NQS2&mt=1&rt=0
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In addition to the impact on students and faculty, this decision has implications for our staff 
colleagues. We are encouraging teleworking where possible given our current operating status, and 
our campus leadership will be providing additional information on a framework for teleworking in 
this environment. I wish to express my profound appreciation for the extraordinary efforts of the 
members of our staff who are responding with characteristic care for our community. 

 
While sustaining our commitment to the above steps to strengthen our response to this challenge 
in public health, we will work to accommodate those students who have a need to remain on 
campus and will be following up with further guidance. 

 
We recognize that certain members of our community are at higher risk than others from 

 
becoming ill with this virus. All of us need to exercise the strongest precautions to reduce 
transmission. 

 
We recognize that this transition to virtual instruction will introduce new challenges and we are 
putting in place the resources to be of support to all members of our community during this 
process. Following the decisions outlined in this letter, many questions will emerge. Guidance has 
been prepared by our colleagues that is intended to anticipate some of these questions, and will be 
provided in forthcoming correspondence. Answers to some frequently asked questions can be 
found on our website. 

 
We are a global community and the impacts of COVID-19 have affected many aspects of the life of 
our University community. We have confronted challenging moments before, and I am confident 
that, guided by our mission and ethos and the strength of our community, we will work our way 
through this moment with the care for one another and for the common good that has defined us 
throughout our history.  Please join me in keeping those impacted by the virus in our thoughts, as 
we are called to respond with care and compassion for those within and beyond our community. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
John J. DeGioia 

 

Context/Discussion: 
 

With Spring Break beginning just days prior on March 6th, the University was in a precarious position. 

The City of Washington D.C. had yet to issue any official guidance on the viral outbreak, but quarantine 

measures seemed imminent, as multiple members of the Georgetown neighborhood had contracted the virus 

already. This includes a pastor at a church nearby, who interacted with his congregants many times before 

being diagnosed. Georgetown had also become intrinsically involved with treating the virus, as DeGioia 

announced days prior a COVID-19 patient was being treated at the Medstar Georgetown University Hospital. 

Thus, while the move to online learning was shocking, it was not necessarily unexpected. Up until that point, 

the virus had seemed distant. I had only been home three days when this email was sent (I had a mock trial 

tournament at the beginning of Break), never really considering the idea of not coming back to school for a 

http://links.georgetown.mkt6170.com/ctt?kn=2&ms=NDE5ODQ5OTIS1&r=ODk3NzYyMjU1MzAyS0&b=0&j=MTcyMTA1NTY3NQS2&mt=1&rt=0
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prolonged period of time. When I reflect back on this virtual semester as a time period of my life, this email 

sticks out to me as the start of that period. 
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Document 2: [CORPWIDE] COVID-19 Update, CEO Ryan Farrell of The Students of Georgetown Inc. (March 

11th, 2020) 

 
 

Jacob Hamburger <jjh154@georgetown.edu> 
 
 

[CORPWIDE] COVID-19 Update 
1 message 

 

 
Ryan Farrell <president@thecorp.org> Wed, Mar 11, 2020 at 4:30 PM 
Bcc: jjh154@georgetown.edu 

 
Hi everyone, 

We are writing to you all regarding President DeGioia’s message from earlier today 
about Georgetown’s institutional responses to COVID-19. The Corp prioritizes the 
health and safety of all members of the 
Georgetown community and encourages all employees to follow the guidance of 
University officials. That being said, I wanted to highlight a few points about The 
Corp’s operational status for the upcoming weeks. 

First, we are closing Catering, IV,  Hilltoss,  Midnight,  and  MUG  until  further 
notice. All internal service shifts are  to  be  suspended  until  further  notice,  and 
any  essential  personnel  for  ad-hoc  work  will  be  contacted  individually.  For 
now, Snaxa, Vittles, and UG will remain open with modified hours and special 
precautions, including a COVID-specific guideline, to ensure the health and safety of 
employees. We are in close contact with the University and will continue to react to 
future decisions accordingly. 

 
The health and safety of Corp employees and the Georgetown community is our top 
priority. Employees are under no obligation to stay on campus and work Corp 
shifts, and there is no guarantee that services  will  continue  to  remain  open 
while the University is in a “virtual learning environment.” Employees should 
follow University instructions and should NOT return to campus solely due to 
employment reasons, even if their home service is open. 

However, if you are returning to campus and would like the opportunity to work shifts, 
please fill out this form by noon on Saturday, March 14th. If you are not trained at 
Snaxa, Vittles, or UG, we will reach out to you to coordinate training. All employees 
will be given the same opportunity to work shifts, regardless of their home service. 

Second, as to the weeks ahead: we are implementing a Wage-Hour Policy and a 
Health and Safety Policy for all employees. Please review the following information. 

mailto:jjh154@georgetown.edu
mailto:president@thecorp.org
mailto:jjh154@georgetown.edu
https://www.georgetown.edu/news/announcing-our-transition-to-a-virtual-learning-environment/?utm_source=All%2BStudents%2B-%2BMaster%2BList%2Bas%2Bof%2BSpring%2B2020&utm_campaign=0b46508da8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_aebb2a52e3-0b46508da8-130480963
https://www.georgetown.edu/news/announcing-our-transition-to-a-virtual-learning-environment/?utm_source=All%2BStudents%2B-%2BMaster%2BList%2Bas%2Bof%2BSpring%2B2020&utm_campaign=0b46508da8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_aebb2a52e3-0b46508da8-130480963
https://www.georgetown.edu/news/announcing-our-transition-to-a-virtual-learning-environment/?utm_source=All%2BStudents%2B-%2BMaster%2BList%2Bas%2Bof%2BSpring%2B2020&utm_campaign=0b46508da8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_aebb2a52e3-0b46508da8-130480963
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeu1D-bOnqHJZl0papdQv_yxGiK-xG-FZ2AacwQF1BmA61sUw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Wage-Hour Policy 
1. As a general rule, no one should be clocking hours outside of the Corp UM unless it is 

for a shift. 
2. All missed hours must be submitted within the two-week pay period in which they 

were worked. 
3. SUM may clock a maximum of two hours for transitions which should be completed 

between March 16-20th. 
4. Requests to clock hours beyond this should be submitted to cfo@thecorp.org and 

coo@thecorp.org. Failure to do so will result in hours being denied. 
 

Health and Safety Policy 
1. Employees who are even slightly sick must notify their Director and DoP and stay 

home. Employees are not to work until they are free of fever, signs of a fever, and any other 
symptoms for at least 24 hours, without the use of fever-reducing or other symptom-altering 
medicines (e.g. cough suppressants). Be proactive about finding coverage and contact 
your Director/DoP via phone, text, or email if you cannot find coverage. 

2. General Health Code Guidelines: 
a. The COO will work with the Directors of open services to ensure that employees and 

training personnel understand the enhanced sanitation practices that are to be put in 
place effective immediately. All employees are to maintain a clean working 
environment. 

b. All employees must wash hands immediately when coming onto shift, after 
coughing/sneezing, and after using the restroom. 

c. All employees working must wear a hat on shift. 
d. No employees will be allowed to eat in stores. 

3. Any employee not following General Health Code Guidelines will be flag noted 
immediately. 

Third, now more than ever is the time to embrace a ‘One Corp’ mentality and to live by 
our company’s motto of ‘Students Serving Students’. We need to come together as a 
community to support one another whether it is onshift or in casual interactions. The 
Corp is strongest when we are united. We make the Georgetown community a better 
place when each employee is looking out for their coworkers, friends, and customers. 

As a Board, we promise to listen to your concerns, communicate often, and support 
you whenever possible. There will be more information to come as the situation 
progresses so please make sure to be on the alert for communication from the Board, 
the C-Suite, and the Corp Upper Management. 

Thank you for making The Corp a place for all of Georgetown, and we can’t wait to see 
you all back on the Hilltop soon. 

mailto:cfo@thecorp.org
mailto:coo@thecorp.org
mailto:coo@thecorp.org
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/publication/attachments/SIGN%20-%202018%20empl%20handwashing.pdf
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/publication/attachments/SIGN%20-%202018%20empl%20handwashing.pdf
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/publication/attachments/SIGN%20-%202018%20empl%20handwashing.pdf
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/publication/attachments/FS(redtop)%20-%20Hair%20Restraints%202018%20v2.pdf
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/publication/attachments/FS(redtop)%20-%20Hair%20Restraints%202018%20v2.pdf
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/publication/attachments/FS(redtop)%20-%20Hair%20Restraints%202018%20v2.pdf
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/publication/attachments/FS(redtop)%20-%20Hair%20Restraints%202018%20v2.pdf
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/publication/attachments/FS(redtop)%20-%20Hair%20Restraints%202018%20v2.pdf
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/publication/attachments/FS(redtop)%20-%20Hair%20Restraints%202018%20v2.pdf
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Corp Love, 

Ryan, Eliza, Nat, and Andy 

-- 
Ryan Farrell 
President and CEO 
Students of Georgetown Inc. 
(515)-249-4327| thecorp.org 

 
Context/Discussion 

 
A proud employee of the Corp, I was so grateful to had been promoted to General Manager of Internal 

Vending on March 6th, days into Spring Break, and I was excited to get started. Internal Vending is a 

relatively new venture in the Corp, and basically entails making pre-made goods (i.e. sandwiches, parfaits, 

etc.) to deliver to the services the Corp owns (UG, Vital Vittles, Midnight MUG, etc.). Internal Vending was 

only a year old as an operation, and this upcoming year is the first year it will be institutionalized as a part of 

the Catering division (in which I am an employee). Thus, I was nervous about the new role because its 

responsibilities were undefined, and we had yet to truly understand how it would work with the larger Catering 

ecosystem. The Spring is usually the time to iron those concerns out; with the Corp hiring new employees to 

fill management roles from CEO all the way down to Middle Manager positions every year, the newly 

promoted employees often learn in the spring from their predecessors in a workplace environment. It is the 

tried and true way the Corp handles a 100% employee turnover every four years. But with President DeGioia 

closing school until further notice, I knew the closure of the Corp would soon follow. My predecessor was the 

founder of Internal Vending, and I was looking forward to learning all I could from him before the new year 

kicked off. But alas, with the nature of the quarantine, such discussions were confined to Zoom calls, away 

from the kitchen. I am a bit nervous for the start of next year, should we be on campus, given that lack of 

hands-on training. Class, while not as productive, can be held online; working in a kitchen cannot. 

http://thecorp.org/
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Document 3: GOVT 060 game plan: International Relations.Spring2020, Professor Keir Lieber via Canvas 

(March 11th, 2020) 

 
 

Jacob Hamburger <jjh154@georgetown.edu> 

 

GOVT 060 game plan: International Relations.Spring2020 
1 message 

 

 
International Relations.Spring2020 <notifications@instructure.com> Wed, Mar 11, 2020 at 12:51 PM Reply-To: 
reply+98225c9a14840fe5-1913~30652321-1583945498@notifications.canvaslms.com 
To: jjh154@georgetown.edu 

 
 
 
 

Dear Students, 
 

By now you will have received multiple messages from the University leadership about 
moving to an on-line learning environment for the foreseeable future. I am sorry for 
the hardship that this will be causing many of you, but I am writing to give you a sense 
of what I plan to do in the course moving forward. We are expecting the virus to 
spread rapidly in the D.C. area in the coming days, but I want you to know that I am 
committed to teaching you for the rest of the semester. We will make it work! My 
tentative plan is to conduct next Tuesday’s lecture — and possibly all subsequent 
lectures — via Zoom (during our regular class time), so please keep an eye out for the 
official Canvas Zoom invitation. (This will be a real-time virtual lecture, with my 
PowerPoint slides being shown on the computer screen.) Depending on how that 
goes, I may or may not pre-record some future lectures, which I would then post on 
Canvas for your viewing pleasure. Next week’s discussion sections will be held at the 
usual day and time, but via Zoom with your T.A. instead of in-class. As long as you 
have a good internet connection, and once you get used to the environment, these 
Zoom sessions work pretty well for allowing group discussion. We are still deciding the 
status of the second exam. Most likely, we will conduct the exam at the regularly 
scheduled day and time via Canvas. This means you would pledge to follow the GU 
honor code (i.e., commit to taking the exam closed notes / closed book, just as you 
would in person). You would access the exam in Canvas at the start of class, and 
submit your answers in Canvas at the end of class. If the on-line learning policy 
remains in place until the end of the semester — and, of course, we all hope it will be 
lifted if/when the coronavirus outbreak subsides — then we will conduct the final exam 
the same way. Please stay tuned for additional guidance. This on-line thing is a 
bummer, but I and the TAs will do our best to make sure that your experience in the 
course will not suffer. Best wishes, KL 

 

mailto:jjh154@georgetown.edu
mailto:notifications@instructure.com
mailto:reply%2B98225c9a14840fe5-1913%7E30652321-1583945498@notifications.canvaslms.com
mailto:jjh154@georgetown.edu
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View announcement | Update your notification settings 
 

Context/Discussion 

This past spring, I took an introductory course in International Relations with Professor Keir 

Lieber. When the measures were announced by President DeGioia, he sent a message through Canvas 

(present as an email here) detailing how he planned to move forward with coursework. It was clear to me 

that much of Professor Lieber’s message was rooted in what he discussed in class, in terms of how to 

carry on in times of unrest and crisis. His message is an effective example of how professors responded 

to the news, showing how Professor Lieber, like many of my other professors, took incredible initiative 

to ensure that we were still doing our best to learn. I know that the stigma is that students avoid work, 

and professors are but obstacles to their goals, but that commitment meant a lot to me. School kept 

everything grounded, instituting a sense of routine amid the chaos, and my professors’ commitment to 

continue teaching only fostered that. 

https://georgetown.instructure.com/courses/103842/announcements/455791
https://georgetown.instructure.com/profile/communication
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Document 4: Professor Leonard (Charlemagne to Napoleon: HRE.Spring2020) just sent you a message in 

Canvas, Professor Amy Leonard via Canvas (March 12th, 2020) 
 
 
 

Jacob Hamburger <jjh154@georgetown.edu> 

 

Professor Leonard (Charlemagne to Napoleon: HRE.Spring2020) just sent you a 
message in Canvas. 

 

 
Professor Leonard <notifications@instructure.com> Thu, Mar 12, 2020 at 7:42 AM 
Reply-To: Professor Leonard via Canvas Notifications <reply+568b46303b9708c9- 
1913~306973351584013335@notifications.canvaslms.com> 
To: jjh154@georgetown.edu 

 
 
 
 

Our Brave New World 
 

Hello all, 
 

I know you are being bombarded with messages from the university and various 
faculty, all while you’re on spring break; it’s rather overwhelming for us all. I’ll address 
class issues in a minute, but first I just want to acknowledge how absolutely terrible 
this is for you, especially the seniors. I hope the semester isn’t over for you and that 
you can come back to campus to finish your college career the way you were 
supposed to, but sadly we have to prepare for the worst. News is changing everyday, 
causing confusion and anxiety. Make sure you take care of yourselves, both mentally 
and physically. Don’t panic (health-wise, people your age are at a very low risk) but 
also don’t be cavalier; just follow the advice of the CDC and continue about your life as 
well as possible. 

 
Ok, on to class. 

 
HIST 140 will be taught online beginning on Tuesday, Feb. 17 at 9:30 AM. We will all 
have adjustments to make, but we will get through this by working together. I am here 
to help you if you need it, or if you have questions. I will periodically send out 
information as issues arise. Right now here's what I can think of regarding FAQs for 
class: 

 
What does it mean to conduct HIST 140 online? 
It means using Zoom for the lecture on Tuesdays. You will hear me and see the Power 
Point. Right now the course will be offered synchronously, which is a fancy word for 
saying the time of the lecture is 9:30-10:45, east coast time. I will then upload a mp4 of 
the lecture to Canvas which students can watch later (though it will take some time to 
convert, especially with thousands of others doing it at the same time). 

mailto:jjh154@georgetown.edu
mailto:notifications@instructure.com
mailto:1913%7E306973351584013335@notifications.canvaslms.com
mailto:jjh154@georgetown.edu
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There will be many mistakes and glitches – I imagine Tuesday’s lecture will be a 
complete test-run – and if it doesn’t work, I may ditch the lectures altogether and go to 
more reading and writing assignments. 

 
Will I be able to ask questions during the lecture? 
Yes. Zoom allows you ask questions (though keep the mic on mute until you want to 
talk) and there is a chat feature I am hoping to use that I think should make the class 
even more interactive. Online venues tend to be a bit clunky, and the human 
exchange (I find) is slower, but it can be done! 

 
What about the two remaining discussion sections? 
We will still have discussion within the framework of Zoom. It's not as open or free 
flowing as being in a classroom, but it does work. 

 
How do I get onto Zoom? 
Make sure you have the app on your computer – download it from Georgetown's site 
so that you get the right one. You will be using Zoom for other courses, too. It's easy to 
use. 

 
Before each class I will be sending you a Zoom meeting number (I will probably use 
my university Zoom account each time so the number will remain the same.) You 
enter Zoom using your GU ID and your password, and then enter this meeting 
number. It will be an experience for all of us! I will probably be trying a test run before 
Tuesday, so you may get multiple emails from me to join – if you’re available, please 
do it so I can see it if it works; but don’t worry if you’re not – this is only a test! 

 
Will you be around before and after class for on-the-spot questions? 
YES! I will start each class on Zoom about 15 minutes early and stay on Zoom after 
class for as long as you all need me. 

 
Is the second paper still due on March 19? 
NO! I changed the due date for the second paper to March 26, one week later, since I 

 
know many of you might be having to move, get used to online learning, and just 
generally deal with all the chaos. 

 
Will you be available for office hours, including for help on the paper? 
Yes! Anna and I will both be using Zoom or Skype in office hours (my Skype handle is 
aeleonard77 – Anna can send out hers to you later). Apparently Zoom has a waiting 
room so I can talk one on one with each of you, though I haven’t used it yet so there 
will be a learning curve. It is probably easiest to sign up for office hours on my 
appointment calendar (see link on Canvas home page) 

 
Can I contact you using email? 
Always! Probably the best way to contact me. 

 
How do you feel about this move to online learning? 
Exceptional circumstances require us to assume exceptional responsibilities. We can 
do it! It's all in a day's work. I and my colleagues and the administration are committed 
to getting through this period in the best way that we possibly can in order to reduce 
the risk of COVID-19 to the entire community. That's what matters most at this point. 
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This message is the first as we transition to online learning. Do contact me by email if 
you have concerns or advice for what will work best for you and others in the class. I 
am open to any and all suggestions! 

 
Take care, everyone, 

Professor Leonard 

 
 
 
 

Professor Leonard 
 

You can reply to this message in Canvas by replying directly to this email. If you need 
to include an attachment, please log in to Canvas and reply through the Inbox. 

 
 

 
 

View this message in Conversations | Update your notification settings 
 

Context/Discussion: 

I also took a history class this semester, entitled Charlemagne to Napoleon: The Holy Roman 

Empire. I took it as an elective, history was one of my favorite subjects throughout middle and high 

school. The Holy Roman Empire additionally fascinated me, as this entity that seemingly withstood so 

many shifts in the world for so long of a period of time. The class challenged me, but I definitely enjoyed 

it. Here, my professor discusses the future of our class in the new online environment, aptly titled “Our 

Brave New World”. I appreciated her juxtaposition of empathy, followed by academic support, in 

addition to her formatting of her plan as an FAQ section. A similar commitment that Professor Lieber 

shown is present here as well, with Professor Leonard continuing to teach us to the best of her ability 

virtually. This, in combination with the email Professor Lieber sent out, was helpful in allaying my 

worries. They both, in addition to my other professors, eventually hosted live lectures, helping me set a 

defined schedule and routine for myself on a weekly basis. 

https://georgetown.instructure.com/conversations/868780
https://georgetown.instructure.com/profile/communication
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Document 5: COVID-19 Update: Move-Out Process for Residential Life, Provost Robert M. Groves and Senior 

VP/COO Geoffrey S. Chatas (March 13th, 2020) 

 
Jacob Hamburger <jjh154@georgetown.edu> 

 
 

COVID-19 Update: Move-Out Process for Residential Life 
1 message 

 

 
Robert M. Groves, Provost, and Geoffrey S. Chatas, Senior VP and COO Fri, Mar 13, 2020 at 1:00 
<announcements@georgetown.edu> PM 
Reply-To: announcements@georgetown.edu 
To: jjh154@georgetown.edu 

 
If you are unable to see the message below, click here to view. 

Dear Undergraduate Students and Parents: 
 

In the past days, we have seen a rapidly changing environment related to the coronavirus, COVID- 
19. The World Health Organization designated COVID-19 as a pandemic and the District of 
Columbia has declared a state of emergency and public health emergency. Additionally, the United 
States has increased travel restrictions from European countries. And, as President DeGioia 
announced earlier today, we are continuing the virtual student learning environment through the 
rest of the spring semester, including finals. This message outlines how the university will support 
students as they return to their permanent addresses. 

 
Move-out for Undergraduate Students in Residence Halls 

 
We ask that you completely move out of the residence halls, apartments and university townhouses. 
Accordingly, for all students living on campus, we are instituting a spring move-out process from 
Friday, March 13, 2020 to Sunday, March 29, 2020. If you are currently not on campus, you 
should not return until your designated move-out date. In order to reserve a move-out time, 
ALL residential students must complete the Residential Move-Out Form before 
coming to campus and no later than Tuesday, March 17, 2020 at 12 p.m. EST. 

 
This move-out process aligns with the university’s efforts to minimize the spread of the coronavirus 
by reducing the density of social encounters (limiting the number of members of our community on 
campus and reducing the size of public gatherings), practicing social distancing (ensuring that we 
provide sufficient distance between ourselves), and seeks to provide students and their families 
flexibility in making the necessary arrangements. 

 
Please note, any student or visitor returning from a country designated Level 3 by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, including newly designated countries in 
Europe, should not come to campus for move-out before completing at least a 14-day 
self quarantine in an off-campus residence. 
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Undergraduate Students Needing to Remain on Campus 
 

All students are being directed to return to their permanent addresses and to stay there until their 
designated move-out window. However, we recognize that there are a small number of students 
whose personal or family situations make it impossible or impractical to return to their permanent 
addresses. Students with a compelling reason to stay on campus must apply to remain on campus. 
Be aware that, should you be approved, you may need to move to another residential building that 
would be more suitable for social distancing and will need to practice social distancing in all 
interactions on campus. 

 
For undergraduate students who are absolutely unable to return to campus by 
Sunday, March 29, 2020, and pack their items for move-out: 

1. We will ship one small box of essential items (laptop, medication, course materials) to you. If 
you need for us to go to your room, collect those items and ship them to you, sign up via this 
link by Monday, March 16, 2020. 

2. If you are absolutely unable to come to campus and move out by Sunday, March 29, 2020, 
please contact us via this link. We will be developing alternative resources at a later date. 

3. Be assured we will not dispose of your personal belongings. 
 

Summer storage will also be available for anyone who is interested in this paid service. Use the 
following link for more information on storage. 

 
Prorated Rebate for Room and Board 

 
We will not charge undergraduate students for room and board for the portion of the 
semester when they will not be occupying their residence halls or utilizing their meal 
plans, following March 16. In the coming weeks, undergraduate students who vacate campus 
should expect to receive a prorated credit on their student accounts. Since each student and financial 
aid circumstance is unique, we request students' patience as the Finance department and Office of 
Student Financial Services work to process and communicate the impact of prorated 
reimbursements to students’ aid packages. If you have questions about your financial aid package, 
please contact the Office of Student Financial Services at (202) 687-4547. 

 
For All Undergraduate Students who Live Off-campus 

 

The university encourages in the strongest terms all students living off campus to return to their 
permanent addresses. Students should avoid returning to the neighborhood if possible or return 
only briefly to gather necessary items for the completion of academic work before departing to their 
permanent addresses. We would remind all off-campus students to be mindful of the terms and 
conditions of their leases. Services and facilities on campus will be very limited during this time, 
and students should be aware of this in planning for the weeks ahead. 
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During this time, be assured that essential services and emergency response will be the university’s 
priority. The Office of Neighborhood Life is fully operational and will communicate directly with 
off-campus students regarding move out procedures. 

 
We know that many members of our community have friends and family members who may be 
impacted by the virus. We encourage anyone who might need support to reach out to university 
resources, including the Office of Campus Ministry and Counseling and Psychiatric Services 
(CAPS). We appreciate your patience and understanding as we navigate this time with our 
community. 

 
Should you have additional questions, please contact the call center at (202) 784-3510, 
MondayFriday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 
We deeply appreciate your patience and support as we navigate forward though these extraordinary 
times. For more than 225 years, Georgetown has withstood many challenges. Please know that our 
mission as a university and strength as a community will guide us through these challenging times. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Robert M. Groves, Provost 

Geoffrey S. Chatas, Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 
 

Context/Discussion: 

In the two days following President DeGioia’s original message to move all learning to online formats 

until further notice, the World Health Organization deemed COVID-19 outbreak as a pandemic and the local 

authorities in Washington D.C. declared a state of emergency. In light of such events, learning was moved 

online indefinitely and students were told to come retrieve their belongings from their rooms immediately. The 

University was put in a difficult position given those developments, but the timing of their decision-making 

was not exactly ideal. March 13th was the last day of Spring Break, before class began that Monday on March 

16th. They did not move class back; instead, we were expected to come to DC and retrieve our things while 

attending class. In addition to having to pick my own things up from DC, I went to Pittsburgh from New 

Jersey to pick my sister’s belongings up at the University of Pittsburgh. I am grateful that I lived close to 

Georgetown (about a 4 hour drive from my house in New Jersey), and did not have Friday classes this 

semester. Without those two advantages, it would have been much more difficult. Seeing this email initially 

frustrated me, but in hindsight I see the pros of not pushing classes back, as it allowed us to finish the year on 

time. That said, I think it did more harm than good, especially for students who did not live close to campus. 
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Secondary Sources Annotated Bibliography 
 

Friedman, Thomas L. (2020). “Post-Pandemic, Here’s How America Rises Again”. The New 

York Times. Published 14 April 2020. Retrieved 18 April 2020, included in PDF format. 

For good reason, much of Congress’ preliminary efforts towards relief during the 

COVID-19 pandemic has been focused on the economy, more specifically in keeping workers 

employed amid such turmoil. In Friedman’s piece, however, he focuses more on how the United 

States can reform itself in the wake of this pandemic in a way that will strengthen itself in the 

future. Specifically, he believes the United States should invest in alternative energy while the oil 

industry is in decline, expand broadband internet access so more people can work remotely at 

high-paying jobs, and finally to make technology more available so the United States can 

become more self-sufficient as a manufacturer. 

As I have been living through this pandemic, my gaze has been more intently focused on 

the economic ramifications of COVID-19; be it because I am a business student or just a bit 

more near-sighted, living through this event in real time, I never truly considered how we could 

better reform the United States after quarantine ends. Thus, Friedman’s argument is refreshing in 

that regard. That said, it must be noted that many of his proposals lack feasibility. While many 

would agree that switching to more sustainable forms of energy, having nationwide broadband, 

and making technology more affordable would be beneficial, all three of those are lofty and 

expensive goals. Therefore, I appreciated Friedman’s argument as a way of changing my 

perspective, even temporarily, to looking beyond this crisis and toward what will come after. 

While it may not seem to be so, there will be a life after quarantine and Friedman is certainly 

right in thinking the United States should be prepared for that. 

 
 

Sternberg, Joseph C. (2020). “The Coronavirus and Project Fear 3.0”. The Wall Street Journal. 

Published 7 May 2020. Accessed 7 May 2020, included in PDF format. 

In his editorial, Sternberg compares the current political sentiment regarding pandemic 

response efforts by the government to the political messaging against both Brexit in Great Britain 

and Trump in America. The main comparison he draws is that of fear, more specifically the idea 

that the same fear used to persuade voters to not vote for Brexit and to not vote for Trump is at 
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work again by policymakers to scare citizens into not wanting economies to open up again any 

time soon. Sternberg argues that, despite available data proving COVID-19 is not as deadly as 

originally thought, policymakers and the media are continuing to exaggerate the disease’s effect 

as a means of instituting harsh, severe, and absolute lockdowns of places that should be able to 

remain somewhat open. Alluding to the passage of Brexit and the election of Trump, Sternberg 

argues such fear tactics do not usually persuade an entire populace – but of those they do 

persuade, they do so absolutely, making it hard for believers to realize the issue at hand is one of 

policy, not life-and-death. 

Sternberg’s commentary on the ongoing pandemic and the government response to it is 

certainly interesting. I agree with him that fear is playing a role in attempts to regulate a country 

in crisis. That said, I do not see his argument as applying to everywhere in the country; with 

places like New York and New Jersey riddled with confirmed cases, it does not seem like fear- 

mongering to institute harsh lockdowns in those places for the time being. However, in places 

with less cases, I feel his argument holds a bit more merit. As time passes, it will be interesting to 

see if Sternberg’s belief, that fear politics are driving the continuance of lockdowns, is valid. The 

connection between the passage of Brexit and Trump’s election to the pandemic did not seem at 

all clear to me at first, but I think Sternberg’s editorial was successful in drawing that link. While 

his argument hardly applies to the entire country, it is an interesting lens by which to evaluate 

ongoing lockdowns and efforts to reopen some economies. 

 
 

The Editorial Board. (2020). “The Wuhan Lab Theory”. The Wall Street Journal. Published 6 

May 2020. Retrieved 7 May 2020, included in PDF format. 

In my study of infectious diseases in another class I took this past semester, called 

“Examining Crises Through Science”, oftentimes one of the biggest questions surrounding any 

disease outbreak is its origin. This holds true in the COVID-19 pandemic. In this piece, the 

Editorial Board of The Wall Street Journal discusses one of the more controversial theories for 

how COVID-19 first spread: the Trump Administration’s claim that it came from a Chinese 

laboratory. While it is well known where COVID-19 first originated (Wuhan), how exactly it 

was first transmitted to humans is not known. Some believe that it came from China’s wet 

markets, an infamous breeding ground for infectious diseases, while others believe a Chinese 
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laboratory with a documented history of mishandling disease samples is at fault. China denies 

the allegations but refuses to let any countries in to investigate. The Editorial Board argues that 

the theory that COVID-19 was first contracted in a laboratory has merit conceptually but holds 

no ground unless the Trump Administration can produce evidence proving their claim. 

Considering the current state of United States – China tensions, the Board argues that without 

evidence, the theory comes across as just another American effort to discredit China. 

The Editorial Board’s argument is straightforward and fair. Years in the future, I imagine 

this theory will be discussed at length not only as a way of understanding how difficult it is to 

pinpoint the origin of any infectious disease but also as a way to better understand United States 

– China relations at the time. Whether the United States has evidence to support their theory or 

not, the fact that they were willing to publicly say such things indicates how little regard they 

show for China’s public image. Although the novel coronavirus may seem to have only scientific 

implications, it is clear from editorials such as these that it carries serious diplomatic significance 

as well. It will be interesting to see whether the government responds to such requests for 

evidence, or whether this theory will be forever unsubstantiated. 

 
 

Tufecki, Zeynep. (2020). “It Wasn’t Just Trump Who Got It Wrong”. The Atlantic. Published 24 

March 2020. Retrieved 18 April 2020, included in PDF format. 

On a national level, the Trump administration has been largely blamed for the significant 

toll the coronavirus pandemic has had on America, as critics argue they downplayed its 

significance at the beginning of the outbreak and thus caused it to spread faster. They pointed to 

how they cut funding for pandemic response teams such as PREDICT, and how the 

administration was reluctant to respond strongly to the outbreak with closure of businesses and a 

declaration of a state of emergency. While those concerns had merit, Tufecki puts forth in her 

piece that there were larger systemic issues at hand. I first read this source in a science class I 

took this semester, called “Examining Crises Through Science”, where we discussed the 

COVID-19 outbreak for multiple online class sessions following Spring Break. 

At first, I was skeptical of her main idea but as she continued to explain, it clearly had 

merit. For any serious breakdown in affairs such as the one COVID-19 brought on, it is never 
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usually one party’s fault. To support this, Tufecki cites numerous news outlets that downplayed 

the virus’ effects, in addition to the widespread industrial failure to produce the supplies 

necessary to face the virus head on. Seeing this just two weeks into quarantine convinced me that 

we had dug ourselves into a significant hole as a society – and that there will not be an easy, 

expedient way out. While those in power should be held responsible when they mislead the 

public, as the Trump Administration arguably did, this editorial sheds light on how the entire 

system should be held accountable when it fails as well. 
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Post-Pandemic, Here’s How America Rises Again 
Congress needs to invest with an eye on the nationʼs future. 

 
By Thomas L. Friedman 
Opinion Columnist 

 
 

April 14, 2020 
 
 

Hopefully, when Congress gets done allocating several trillion dollars simply to keep the economy afloat, we will be able to have another discussion: 
What should we invest in so we don’t just burden young Americans with a mountain of new debt, but also arm them with the tools to grow out of it 
and still prosper in the 21st century? 

 

These could be the most important and precious dollars we spend, so we need to invest them wisely, as President Franklin D. Roosevelt did in the 
1930s by creating the Works Progress Administration and the Rural Electrification Act — giant infrastructure programs that not only helped lift us out 
of the Depression but also made us more productive to this day. 

 

There are many things that I can think of — surely improved public health facilities will be on the list — but here are three less obvious investments 
that I’m certain would make America more resilient, more prosperous, healthier and more equal in the A.C. — After Corona — era: 

 
More cheap, domestically produced, low- and zero-carbon energy so we become less vulnerable to the oil price manipulations of Saudi Arabia and 
Russia and less likely to court Mother Nature’s next curve ball: climate change. 

 
Expanded high-speed internet connectivity everywhere, but particularly in rural America, so more people can participate in the innovation economy. 

 
Deployment across America of more affordable tools of invention, design and manufacturing — so more people can build more hardware at the points 
of need and help innovate our way out of this crisis — not just wait to be bailed out or for the next shipment from China. 

 

Let me offer examples of each, starting with energy. 

A lot has been going on behind the scenes on the global energy front that actually holds the promise of not only making America more energy 
independent, but doing it based more on clean energy than fossil fuels — if we play our cards right. But Donald Trump has not been playing our cards 
right. Trump has been dancing with Russia and Saudi Arabia — the opposite of investing in a clean energy economy. 

 

For decades now Saudi Arabia has been the world’s “swing producer,” adjusting its oil production to steer the price to the level of its liking — usually 
higher. The Saudis grew comfortable doing this because they viewed their 260 billion barrels of oil in the ground as savings in the bank, so they did not 
care if they pumped a little more or less in any year, as long as they satisfied the needs of their growing economy. 

 

Not any longer. Thanks to much more fuel-efficient cars, many more electric vehicles, the backlash against petroleum-based plastics, the widening 
global consensus on climate change and massive new U.S. oil production, Saudi Arabia is beginning to realize that its oil in the ground is not money in 
the bank. It’s a diminishing asset, possibly a “stranded asset” that someday it may not be able to sell at any price. 

 

As a result, the Saudis have become much more aggressive in securing market share everywhere possible instead of worrying about the price. That 
helped set off the recent Saudi-Russian price war. And while the two countries have apparently reached a truce — to put a floor under collapsing oil 
prices — I wouldn’t bet on it holding. 
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How would a wise president play this? Not how Trump did, which was to beg the Saudis and Russians to cut production and raise oil prices so everyone 
in the world could pay these two petro-dictatorships more money for less oil. How foolish was that? 

 

A farsighted leader, argued Andy Karsner, a former U.S. assistant energy secretary, “could have imposed a variable U.S. tariff or fee on imported oil, 
which would be easily absorbed while prices are now slumping.” Such an import fee “could dynamically and automatically kick in incrementally if prices 
fell below an agreed floor, say $40 to $50 a barrel — the price that U.S. producers need to stay in business and supply America. The fee would 
disappear if prices jump above the agreed level. Brent crude is now around $31.” 

Wind and solar continue to grow as major American energy sources. Cody O'Loughlin for The 
New York Times 
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Zack Wittman for The New York Times 
 
 
 

If we guaranteed U.S. oil producers a predictable price floor to enable the least indebted and most productive of them to survive, Karsner told me, it 
would pay multiple benefits: “It would raise money for us to invest in infrastructure; prevent job losses for skilled engineers and multibillion-dollar 
bailouts for U.S. oil companies; keep manageably low gasoline prices for U.S. consumers; and strengthen our energy security from predatory efforts by 
Russia and Saudi Arabia to wipe out our domestic oil industry.” 

 

But, most important, it would accelerate our clean energy transition, by shielding our electric car industry from foreign-manipulated gasoline prices 
and our wind and solar industries from temporarily suppressed natural gas prices. 

 
 

More from “The America We Need” 
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Who Is Driving Inequality? You Are 
By David Brooks 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Who Has Enough Cash to Get Through the Coronavirus 
Crisis? 

By Alissa Quart and Yaryna Serkez 

 
 
 
 

The Great American Divide 
 
 
 

By Damon Winter 

 
 
 
 

Sal Khan Explains Key Charts About Economic Inequality 
By Kevin J. Delaney 

 
 
 
 

We’ve got some momentum — let’s pile on. As The Times just reported, “Renewable energy sources are set to account for nearly 21 percent of the 
electricity the United States uses for the first time this year, up from about 18 percent last year and 10 percent in 2010.” 

 
Many of our oil companies actually have been surviving on cheap credit, not smart fracking. The average return an oil company can make from fracking 
these days is actually the same as solar and wind in many cases, with a lot less risk. 

Already, “three-fourths of the coal-fired plants in America now cost more just to operate than do brand-new solar and wind farms,” said Hal Harvey, 
chief executive of Energy Innovation. 

 

The best part of using a variable oil import fee to stimulate investment in a U.S. clean energy economy is that it doesn’t require an outlay from the 
Treasury. It actually raises money for the Treasury while, as Karsner put it, “creating the incentives for America’s oil companies to do what they must to 
thrive. And that is evolve into diversified clean energy companies.” 

 
With some policy creativity, one day we could become immune not only to Covid-19 but also to petro-dictators. Now that’s healthy! 

 
But let’s not stop there. Let’s also create tax, regulatory and funding incentives for every community — but particularly the many underserved rural 
communities — to install high-speed broadband and fiber to the home. 

 
“Building fiber infrastructure all across heartland America ensures that high-paying jobs can take place anywhere,” explained Matt Dunne, executive 
director of the Center on Rural Innovation, and it makes the whole country “more resilient to future pandemics and climate change-related weather 
events that require children and workers to stay home.” 

 

High-speed internet basically enables anyone anywhere to get training for a better job, often at low to no cost, from online universities or YouTube 
instructional videos. 

 

And if you connect them, they will invent. I traveled with Dunne in September to Red Wing, Minn., south of Minneapolis, to see the creative ways in 
which small towns were investing in rural broadband to build gigabit networks that support high-tech start-ups and local manufacturers. 

 

My favorites were two Minnesota inventors who came up with a robotic chicken/turkey coop cleaner. It patrols the poultry house for dead birds and 
tills the bedding, but with an unexpected byproduct: The birds exercise more and are healthier, because they are constantly running away from or 
pecking at the robot. It also decreases the pecking order, so fewer birds are picked on and shunned. Mortality decreases and money is saved on feed 
and medicine. It’s called the “Poultry Patrol.” 
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And its inventors were “doing their prototyping in the region because farmers there have fiber to the home,” said Dunne. “While the robots work 
autonomously most of the time, there are significant periods when they need to be remotely operated and receive coding updates from afar, which is 
only possible with very fast broadband.” 

 

What Dunne proposes is that the federal government create a new loan program, reminiscent of the Rural Electrification Act, which would offer 
50year, no-interest loans to communities and co-ops creating rural fiber broadband networks and an easing of regulations to enable public-private 
coalitions to build rural broadband and attach high-speed fiber to existing telephone poles. 

High-speed internet everywhere in the country would allow more people to participate in the innovation 
economy. Jim Wilson/The New York Times 

 

 
This connectivity would also promote another enabling platform we need: manufacturing from anywhere through a network of opensource maker 
spaces. This, too, requires less government funding and more inspiration and imagination to show people what is possible. 

 

Consider Tikkun Olam Makers, or TOM, founded by the Israeli innovation shop Reut and its president, Gidi Grinstein, which now operates in 22 
countries, including America. TOM seeks to take advantage of all the excess 3-D printing capabilities in any town or university or maker space to 
crowdsource the design and manufacture solutions for neglected problems for anyone anywhere. 

 

One small example and one big one. A team of TOM volunteers in Tel Aviv recently created a customizable multipurpose open-source prosthesis, which 
was developed with the TOM community in Singapore. It was then adjusted for a single Israeli girl who wanted to play the violin, and it is available on 
the TOM website via free download. That prosthetic device cost $60 — as opposed to the standard price of several thousand dollars — and can be 
manufactured by maker spaces around the world for thousands of people with similar needs. 

 

Today, though, said Grinstein, TOM is “creating an online library of open-source solutions for Covid-19, and we are working to build a bottom-up army 
of makers to distribute them all over the world. Our mission focuses us on the needs of smaller rural communities with weak health infrastructure and 
on the acute needs of senior homes, prisons and mental health facilities. 

 

“For example, we have face shields and masks that were designed in international collaboration and are now distributed by the thousands in Tel Aviv, 
New York, Mexico City, Melbourne, Miami Beach, Belgrade, Atlanta and Santiago. The list grows every day.” 

 
In the 20th century, added Grinstein, resources were redistributed in our societies through taxation and philanthropy. So, if you were a talented 
person, you could write a check or volunteer at a food bank. 

 

“But now,” he said, “with these new crowdsourcing platforms, we can enable every person to contribute talents to solving our collective problems, 
locally and globally, on a scale that is unprecedented.” 

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. Weʼd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And hereʼs our email: 
letters@nytimes.com. 

 
Follow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Twitter (@NYTopinion) and Instagram. 
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Thomas L. Friedman is the foreign affairs Op-Ed columnist. He joined the paper in 1981, and has won three Pulitzer Prizes. He is the author of seven books, including “From Beirut to 
Jerusalem,” which won the National Book Award. @tomfriedman • Facebook 

 
A version of this article appears in print on April 15, 2020, Section A, Page 22 of the New York edition with the headline: Post-Pandemic, Hereʼs How America Rises Again 
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OPINION | POLITICAL ECONOMICS 

 
 
 

The Coronavirus and Project 
Fear 3.0 
We’ve seen these scare tactics before, in both the campaigns against Brexit and against Trump. 

 

Joseph C. Sternberg 
May 7, 2020 12 44 pm ET 

 

Customers rush to purchase toilet paper in Orlando, Fla., March 19. PHOTO: 
PAUL HENNESSY ZUMA PRESS 

 
Project Fear is back, alas, and it threatens to ruin our post-coronavirus politics for years. 

 
That was the name for the strategy Prime Minister David Cameron deployed in his campaign against Brexit 
during the 2016 referendum on European Union membership. The point was to scare the bejeezus out of 
moderate voters who might otherwise be tempted to take a chance on leaving the bloc. 
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“Remain” advocates produced a steady flow of economic analyses warning of dire consequences if the 
electorate voted for Brexit. The economy would contract and unemployment would spike. Worse, Brexit 
would diminish Britain’s standing in the world. It would signal a form of spiritual and moral decay. In this 
way, Project Fear tried to transform the question of Europe from a policy debate into a moral crusade. 

 
 

Lockdowns Begin to Ease in 27 States 
 

 
00 00 / 23 31 
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Americans have suffered through their own version of this phenomenon in the Trump era. It has never been 
enough to argue that most of his policy ideas are bad. Much of the media and his opponents on both the left 
and right present him as a mortal threat to the republic. Whether they’re ascribing to Mr. Trump 
authoritarian tendencies or accusing him of collusion with Russia, it’s all about stoking fear. 

 
Sure enough, here comes Project Fear 3.0. This column has previously observed that policy makers are 
letting themselves be guided less by “the science”—which remains preliminary and conflicting—than by a 
perceived public clamor for a draconian response to the pandemic. The important word is “perceived,” 
since whatever outcry exists has been filtered through a media eager to hype the fear factor. 

 
The longer the crisis drags on, the less natural that fear seems. We now know the virus is not nearly as 
deadly as early data from China suggested. Doctors are developing more-effective treatment protocols, and 
some drugs have shown early promise. Deepening research into which traits make people more vulnerable 
to the disease allows for more finely honed shielding measures. 

 
All of that should trigger a modulation of the fear surrounding the coronavirus—not a denial of the severity 
of the disease, but an understanding that new insights bring the prospect of new ways to balance risk while 
reopening stalled economies. 

 
That modulation isn’t happening among the media or many political officials, and even some members of 
the public, because Project Fear is too appealing as a means by which to attempt to control public behavior, 
and as a method for virtue signaling. 

https://www.wsj.com/podcasts/lockdowns-begin-to-ease-in-27-states/66481CFA-37E2-44FC-9434-F697A39AA879.html
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In the simplest sense, scare tactics make it easier for policy makers to secure public compliance with 
draconian lockdowns even as the rationale for those policies becomes harder to discern. But this type of 
fearmongering is tickling the mental pleasure centers of its grass-roots participants, too. 

 
We all know people on social media who enjoy decrying lockdown violators and protesters as “covidiots.” 
Project Fear works by appealing to believers’ sense that they are smarter than their peers, better able to 
read the tea leaves to see the impending disaster and also better able to protect society from its more 
benighted members. And don’t discount the joy in the sense of moral superiority when one’s position 
allows one to value “lives” when one’s opponents care only about “the economy.” 

 
This dynamic presents a serious but surprising problem as we inevitably emerge from our lockdowns in 
coming weeks. Superficially one might worry that heightened fear will suppress the economic activity 
necessary for a recovery as people refuse to leave their homes despite a government all-clear. Perhaps. 

 
But fear-based politics has grown less effective in recent years, especially after the world didn’t end when 
voters first rebuffed those efforts in 2016 by choosing Brexit and Donald Trump. It seems unlikely that 
measures so unnatural as the proposed social-distancing standards will embed themselves if, fingers 
crossed, early moves to ease lockdowns don’t lead to a viral apocalypse. 

 
Instead, the problem is that iterations of Project Fear tend not to fail decisively, even when they lose 
potency. Rather than responding to contrary evidence, the fear continues to burn within the minority who 
found it most persuasive. Eventually it engulfs politics. 

 
A YouGov survey in 2019 found that with the passage of time 2016’s Remain voters had grown only more 
convinced Brexit would be bad for jobs, would leave the economy worse off, and would put Britain more 
at risk of a terrorist attack. A separate YouGov poll in January found Remainers making their peace with 
the referendum but only slowly: 38% of them said they were still angry over, in denial about, or 
determined to overturn the Brexit vote. Is it any wonder U.K. politics has become unhinged? The losing 
side of the referendum is only very slowly admitting that what it lost is a policy debate rather than an 
existential struggle. In the U.S., this is the origin of Trump Derangement Syndrome. 

 
Covid-19, a disease that threatens the lives of many vulnerable people, has an existential dimension Brexit 
and the Trump campaign lacked. But the danger of a similar outcome looms. 

 
Once fear infects politics, it tends to linger. 
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OPINION | REVIEW & OUTLOOK 

The Wuhan Lab 
Theory 
If China covered up, as Trump and Pompeo say, release the evidence. 

 

 
By The Editorial Board 
May 6, 2020 7 15 pm ET 

 

An aerial view shows the P4 laboratory at the Wuhan Institute of Virology in Wuhan in China's central 
Hubei province, April 17. 
PHOTO: HECTOR RETAMAL AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE GETTY IMAGES 

 

The evidence is clear that the Chinese Communist Party covered up for weeks the extent of the coronavirus 
outbreak in Wuhan, but what we don’t know is why. One emerging theory is that the virus originated in a 
Wuhan lab. Beijing denies it, but the world deserves a full accounting of what China knew and when. 

 
President Trump and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo have both said in recent days that they’ve seen 
evidence the coronavirus did come from a Wuhan lab. Mr. Trump said it appears to be an accidental 
release. If they don’t want the issue to be dismissed as an anti-China campaign ploy, they should make the 
evidence public. 
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Scientists think the virus was carried naturally in horseshoe bats and jumped to humans for the first time in 
Wuhan late last year. The question is: Under what circumstances did that happen? It could have happened 
at the city’s wet market, though that theory is complicated by a changing timeline and the fact that the bats 
don’t appear to have been sold there. 

 
It could also have jumped from bats to another animal like a pangolin before infecting a person, or patient 
zero could have encountered a bat in the wild. The “lab theory” isn’t that it was a bioweapon gone wrong. 
It’s that a lab worker was inadvertently infected at the Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV) or Centers for 
Disease Prevention and Control, both of which are located near the first reported cases. 

 
This would not be unprecedented. In 2004 two researchers in Beijing working on SARS virus samples 
were infected “in two separate incidents,” according to the World Health Organization (WHO). The WIV 
collected virus samples from wild horseshoe bats and brought them to its lab for study in petri dishes, 
including whether they could infect human cells. The lab’s director insists the coronavirus that emerged in 
Wuhan doesn’t match any of its samples, but that would require an outside investigation to confirm. 

 
The “Biosafety Level 4” lab, which first opened in 2015 and is a mark of nationalist pride for Beijing, did 
not handle deadly pathogens with adequate precautions. The Washington Post reported last month on 2018 
State Department cables sounding the alarm about safety failures. WIV researchers themselves wrote in a 
2019 article that “laboratory biosafety personnel training is relatively lacking,” according to the 
geopolitical consultancy Horizon Advisory. 

 
Beijing reportedly ordered that other labs destroy test samples in the early weeks of the outbreak. And the 
WHO says China has declined to cooperate with an independent probe into the virus’s origins. When 
Australia proposed an independent investigation, Chinese officials threatened diplomatic and economic 
reprisals. 

 
Asked what evidence he’d seen that the virus came from the lab, Mr. Trump said “I can’t tell you that.” 
Perhaps the U.S. intercepted communications or other information that is more conclusive. But Beijing 
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rolled up much of the American spy network in China during the Obama years, and the Administration has 
revealed nothing that isn’t in the public record. 

 
The world has a responsibility to help prevent the next pandemic by understanding how this one started. 
China’s cover-up is cause for suspicion, and Messrs. Trump and Pompeo are right to press the question. 
But until they produce the evidence they’re alluding to, the Wuhan lab theory will remain just that. 

 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2020 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
 

This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. To order presentation-ready copies for distribution to your colleagues, clients or customers visit 
https://www.djreprints.com. 

http://www.djreprints.com/


Hamburger 36 
 

e 

 

CORONAVIRUS: COVID-19 

It Wasn’t Just Trump Who Got It Wrong 
America’s coronavirus response failed because we didn’t understand the 
complexity of the problem. 
ZEYNEP TUFEKCI MARCH 24, 2020 

 

 
CHRISTOPHE ENA / AP 

 
 

Many will be tempted to see the tragic coronavirus pandemic through a solely 
partisan lens: Trump administration spectacularly failed in its response, by 
cutting funding from essential health services and research before the crisis, 
and later by denying its existence and its severity. ose are both true, but they 
don’t fully explain the current global crisis that has engulfed countries of 
varying political persuasions. 

As it turns out, the reality-based, science-friendly communities and 
information sources many of us depend on also largely failed. We had time to 
prepare for this pandemic at the state, local, and household level, even if the 
government was terribly lagging, but we squandered it because of widespread 
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asystemic thinking: the inability to think about complex systems and their 
dynamics. We faltered because 

of our failure to consider risk in its full context, especially when dealing with 
coupled risk—when multiple things can go wrong together. We were 
hampered by our inability to think about second- and third-order effects and 
by our susceptibility to scientism—the false comfort of assuming that 
numbers and percentages give us a solid empirical basis. We failed to 
understand that complex systems defy simplistic reductionism. 

 
Widespread asystemic thinking may have cost America the entire month of 
February, and much of what we’d normally consider credible media were part 
of that failure. 

On January 29, about a week after China’s government shifted from a deny- 
andcensor strategy to massive action and communication, Chinese scientists 
published a signi cant paper in New England Journal of Medicine. paper 

estimated the R0 (the basic reproduction number of an infectious disease) 
from the rst known case of coronavirus in early December through January 4 
to be little more than 2. at means that, left somewhat unchecked, each 
infected person infected two more people. Crucially, the paper pointed out 
evidence of mild and even asymptomatic cases, unlike SARS, which almost 
always came with a high fever. It also con rmed the reports that the disease 
was most dangerous for the elderly or people with underlying conditions. 
paper came out just after China made the unprecedented move to shut down 
all of Wuhan, a metropolis of 10 million people, and also Hubei, a province of 
50 million people. 

 
[ Read: Why the coronavirus has been so successful ] 

 

For people stuck in asystemic thinking, all this may well have seemed like a 
small, faraway threat. If one merely looked at the R0, the virus wasn’t 
outrageously contagious. number was similar to seasonal u, but nothing 
explosive like measles, which has an R0 of 12 to 18—one ill person can infect 
another 12 to 18 people. For an asystemic thinker, it probably didn’t look that 
deadly, either. mortal threat was disproportionately to the elderly, who 

e e 
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already succumb to colds and in uenza at much higher rates than younger, 
healthier people. case-fatality rate (CFR), or the percent of infected people 
who die, for younger people seemed fairly low, perhaps comparable to 
seasonal in uenza, which kills about 0.1 percent of its victims, exacting a toll in 
the tens of thousands in the United States alone. On January 29, the known 
global death total for COVID-19, the disease caused by the coronavirus, was 
still under 200, less than a weekend’s worth of traffic accidents in the United 
States, let alone the u. And to an asystemic thinker, the threat seemed 
remote, unfolding as it was in Wuhan, a place that many people outside China 
may not have heard of. 

 

us from the end of January through most of February, a soothing message 
got widespread traction, not just with Donald Trump and his audience, but 
among traditional media in the United States, which exhorted us to worry 
about the u instead, and warned us against overreaction. It seemed sensible, 
grown-up, and responsible. “Get a Grippe, America,” read the headline of one 
piece that made fun of those worried about this pandemic with a play on 
grippe (French for “ u,” how clever.) title said that the u was a much bigger 
threat “for now.” ere was a New York Times op-ed with a nice alliteration, 
telling us to “Beware of the Pandemic Panic,” again comparing the 
coronavirus to the u, and warning us that overreaction would be worse than 
the pandemic. ( author wrote a follow-up admitting he was wrong, but 
claiming that this was a “black swan” event, something unpredictable, rather 
than what it was: predictable and predicted, a gray rhino). Another New York 
Times op-ed, on February 5, provocatively titled “Who Say s It’s Not Safe to 
Travel to China?” and written by a tourism-industry reporter, claimed travel 
bans were unjust and ineffective, and were racist especially because they 
weren’t issued for u—and, astonishingly, went on to reassure readers that 
most coronavirus victims recovered. 

 
Other media followed suit, in framing the initial response as an overreaction. 
BuzzFeed News ran a piece telling people to worry about the u instead of the 
coronavirus. (It has since wisely changed its headline, though that doesn’t 
erase the damage.) Recode published an article titled “ e Tech Industry Is 
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Terri ed of the Virus,” emphasizing that “public officials in the area say the 
virus is contained”— and even mentioning the eccentric doomsday scenarios 
of tech billionaires. 

 
[ Read: Now is the time to overreact ] 

 

ese pieces were neither exceptional nor exceptionally bad. In fact, they were 
routine examples of the common sentiment among mainstream media. ere 
was coverage of the coronavirus, but we did not have what we desperately 
needed: the clear and loud warning that a tsunami was about to land on our 
shores, and that we needed to start getting ready, immediately. 
appropriate message for a tsunami headed our way isn’t that it’s not a threat 
“for now” or that we should worry about falling in the tub instead. A massive 
reaction would not have been an overreaction at all; it would have been 
appropriate. If nothing else, that China’s efficient topdown regime, which 
highly values its own survival, was willing to take such drastic steps was a sign 
that the coronavirus was a profound threat. 

 

is complacency went on until about early March, when the severity of the 
crisis nally sunk in, seemingly only after Italy started suffering the same kind of 
crisis that had hit Wuhan months earlier. 

Many pieces with these u comparisons usually included discussions of R0 and 
case-fatality rate, but numbers alone do not make science or sensible risk 
calculation in complex systems. We needed instead to think about these 
numbers and measurements in the context of the global system, including 
how epidemics and the health-care infrastructure work, and consider the 
trade-offs between resilience, efficiency, and redundancy within the system, 
and how the second- and third-order impacts can reverberate. 

Let’s then go back to what we knew as of January 29 and think about it from a 
complex-systems perspective. A novel coronavirus (the same family as SARS 
and MERS) had been observed in Wuhan in early December 2019. NEJM 
paper informed us that unlike SARS, this coronavirus included hard-to-detect 
cases. With SARS, the infectious phase reliably came with a high fever, 
allowing airports and health authorities to use temperature checks to quickly 
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nd and isolate affected individuals. And despite being easily detected, SARS 
still threatened to become a terrible pandemic in the much-less- 
interconnected world of 2003. In 2020, Wuhan may seem remote to Western 
audiences, but it’s a bustling, giant city with more than 500 direct 
international ights a day, situated in a country that has made great strides in 
domestic transportation since 2003, with more ights and high-speed train 
lines. Plus, in 2020, China is practically the manufacturing base of the world 
economy—something that had started in 2003, of course, but on a smaller 
scale. 

 
Without using systemic thinking, in isolation, the case-fatality rate may not 
have seemed that alarming, especially because the virus seemed to 
disproportionately affect the elderly. But viewed through a systemic lens, 
even a small fatality rate foretold a disaster. It is true that the u kills tens of 
thousands annually, but the choice here wasn’t between worrying about this 
coronavirus or seasonal in uenza. It was about assessing what adding a COVID- 
19 pandemic on top of a u season would mean—and how it would overwhelm 
health-care systems. 

In complex systems, one can think about linear interactions and complex or 
nonlinear interactions. In linear interactions, we can add numbers to guess at 
combined impact. If the u kills about 40,000 people annually in the U.S., and 
car accidents kill another 40,000 people annually, their combined impact is 
pretty much just that. ey are both predictable events for which we have built 
infrastructure and expectations; our system anticipates both. But adding one 
more u-like illness (as COVID-19 was presented) isn’t a linear event. Tipping 
points, phase transitions (water boiling or freezing), and cascades and 
avalanches (when a few small changes end up triggering massive shifts) are all 
examples of nonlinear dynamics in which the event doesn’t follow simple 
addition in its impacts—that’s why this coronavirus was never just about its R0 
or CFR. 

 

[ Read:  deceptively simple number sparking coronavirus fears ] 
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In many complex systems, efficiency, redundancy, and resiliency pull in 
different directions: More efficient systems, which are cheaper, eliminate 
redundancies, which provide resilience but cost more. For example, 
commercial airplanes always have two or more engines and have a co-pilot, 
even though one pilot and one engine is sufficient to y the plane safely. 
redundancy adds to expenses, but increases safety and resiliency in case 
something happens to one pilot or engine. In fact, commercial aviation is so 
safe because redundancy is mandated by regulation and built into every level, 
but our commercial- ying experience is so miserable because airlines have 
made it as efficient as possible to save money. (If one plane doesn’t arrive on 
time, there is no backup waiting to y instead, for example.) 

Health systems are prone to nonlinear dynamics exactly because hospitals are 
resource-limited entities that necessarily strive for efficiency. Hospitals in 
wealthy nations have some slack built in for surge capacity, but not that much. 
As a result, they can treat only so many people at once, and they have 
particular bottlenecks for their most expensive parts, such as ventilators and 
ICUs. u season may be tragic for its victims; however, an additional, 
unexpected viral illness in the same season isn’t merely twice as tragic as the 
u, even if it has a similar R0 or CFR: It is potentially catastrophic. 

 
Worse, COVID-19 wasn’t even just another u-like illness. By January 29, it was 
clear that COVID-19 caused severe primary pneumonia in its victims, unlike 
the 

u, which tends to leave patients susceptible to opportunistic, secondary 
pneumonia. at’s like the difference between a disease that drops you in the 
dangerous part of town late at night and one that does the mugging itself. 
COVID19’s characteristics made it clear that the patients would need a lot of 
intensive, expensive resources, as severe pneumonia patients do: ICU beds, 
ventilators, negative-pressure rooms, critical-care nurses. 

 

is is why the case-fatality rate for COVID-19 was never a sufficient indicator 
of its threat. If emergency rooms and ICUs are overloaded from COVID-19, we 
will see more deaths from everything else: from traffic accidents, heart 
attacks, infections, seasonal in uenza, falls and traumas—basically anything 
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that requires an emergency-room response to survive. If COVID-19 causes a 
shortage of masks for emergency-room workers, hospitals will stop everything 
that looks “elective” or nonurgent to ght that re, but that means people will 
then suffer and die from things that those surgeries were intended to treat or 
improve. An angioplasty may not be urgent that week, but it is still a lifesaving 
intervention without which more people will die. is is true for even seemingly 
optional health interventions: If people can’t get knee-replacement surgeries, 
for example, they will be less active, which will increase their health risks. 

Nonlinear dynamics and complex-system failures can also come about 
because of tight coupling between the components. Tight coupling means that 
every part of the system moves together, which in turn means that even small 
things can cause a crisis—for want of a nail. For example, COVID-19 testing 
requires skinny swabs that can reach the nasopharynx. Forget the tests 
themselves; we have a shortage of swabs because we didn’t ramp up their 
production when we had time, and now there aren’t enough. Reagents 
required for testing also are in short supply. Addressing these shortages may 
have other nonlinear effects: Medical-equipment producers are being told, 
understandably, to drop everything and produce more swabs. at means 
something else will not be produced, which we might notice as a crisis in a 
year. 

 

phrase atten the curve is an example of systems thinking. It calls for 
isolation and distancing not because one is necessarily at great risk from 
COVID-19, but because we need to not overwhelm hospitals with infections in 
the aggregate. Also, R0 is not a xed number: If we isolate ourselves, 
infectiousness decreases. If we keep traveling and congregating, it increases. 
Flattening the curve is a system’s response to try to avoid a cascading failure, 
by decreasing R0 as well as the casefatality rate by understanding how 
systems work. 

 

[ Juliette Kayyem:  crisis could last 18 months. Be prepared. ] 
 

None of this erases the administration’s failures, which are grave, but the 
painful truth is that we could have tried to do a lot at the local level that 
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would have helped. Not everything had to wait for the government. Hong 
Kong, too, had a largely unresponsive government, but great popular pressure 
and people’s own actions—immediate adoption of social distancing in 
January, universal mask wearing, calling for closures and cancellations even 
when the government dragged its feet—have meant that the city had a very 
low rate of infection until late March, despite its nearness to China and its 
status as one of the most densely populated places in the world. Hong Kong is 
now facing a second wave, but even that uptick, which has caused the anti- 
government and pro-democracy Telegram channels I follow in Hong Kong to 
burst with exhortations to the people not to let their guard down, still brings it 
to only about 360 cases total. at’s a minuscule number compared with, say, 
the more than 15,000 cases just in New York. 

In the United States and Europe, the die is mostly cast for the immediate 
future. 
But understanding our failures leading up to this moment isn’t an abstract 
exercise. Maybe we will muddle through the next few months, at great cost. 
But we will still need all the systemic thinking we can muster to anticipate the 
second- and thirdorder effects that will follow this crisis. And if we hope to 
blunt the impact of others like it, let’s not forget, again, that all of our lives 
are, together, embedded in highly complex systems. 

 
We want to hear what you think about this article. Submit a letter to the 
editor or write to letters@theatlantic.com. 
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Hello, 

 
6 April 2020 

 
 

I’ve never really written a periodical journal like this, but for an event like this, it’s worth 
learning how. The COVID-19 outbreak has turned my life upside down, and even so, I’m grateful to be 
where I am. I could be in a far worse position. It was only a month ago that we were on campus. Between 
class and work, extracurricular activities and friends, I had it all. I was getting better every single day, and 
having fun while I was at it. It’s crazy to think that as we left for Spring Break, my friends and I joked 
that maybe Spring Break would be extended because of the coronavirus. Instead, our year was taken 
away. Half of my freshman year, gone over a few emails. It hurt then, and it hurts now. 

But the best we can do is look on the bright side and stay optimistic. I’m back in New Jersey now, 
staying at home with my family. We’ve taken the “stay at home” order from the Governor seriously; the 
only times I’ve left the house are to play basketball with my siblings, take my dogs for a walk, or go to 
the grocery store. And when I do go out in public, at the grocery store, it’s a scene straight out of a movie. 
I was just there a few days ago. Shelves desolate, purchase limits on essential goods, tape lines drawn 
throughout the store to show where to stop…it’s almost surreal. Everyone is wearing masks and gloves, 
and every trip is a quick one. I took a few pictures when I was there. It reminds me of another crisis, when 
the German Papiermark was inflated so intensely after World War I in the Weimar Republic. People had 
to carry their marks in wheelbarrows because it was so worthless, and even today we see pictures of 
people who used them as wallpaper. This feels like that: a period so surreal that it can’t be a lie. A period 
so insane that it can’t be fabricated. History is being written right in front of my eyes, and I don’t know 
what else to do but watch. Until next time. 

Jake 
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12 April 2020 

Hi again, 

It’s been about a week since I’ve written here, but it certainly doesn’t feel like that. In quarantine, 
the days all blend together – without class, I’m not sure I’d be able to keep track. It’s the same routine 
every single day: wake up, workout, eat, shower, schoolwork, spend time with family, eat dinner, more 
schoolwork, a little bit of Netflix, and then sleep. The same routine, every day. At school, I’d have 
different commitments to split things up: mock trial practices only on Mondays and Wednesdays, early 
morning Catering shifts on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Survivor watching with my friends on Wednesdays, 
etc. But in quarantine, it’s all one in the same. For an energetic person like me, it’s daunting. It’s like I 
was running on a trail before, full of curves and inclines, and now I’m just a hamster running on a 
stationary wheel. There is no beginning or end, just life. 

On a more positive note, I have grown more accustomed to classes. In the few days before Easter 
break, a lot of my classes began to up the bill with more assessments and projects due. While it was more 
work, it was a welcomed sense of normalcy. It was certainly warranted, given the absence of such 
normalcy Easter weekend. Every year, I spend Easter the same way: at my Grandma’s house, with my 
aunt, uncle, and cousins. We have an Easter Egg Hunt, one I still shamelessly participate in, and an 
absolute feast. 

This year, suffice to say, was a bit different. My grandmother is an administrator at a hospital, 
and has been in charge of coordinating deliveries of emergency supplies. My aunt is a nurse, working 12- 
hour shifts on the front lines to care for COVID-19 patients. I am so grateful for their work, but it, in 
conjunction with stay-at-home orders, has made the prospect of seeing either of them or their families 
impossible during this time. It breaks my heart to not be able to spend Easter with them in person, but I 
enjoyed facetiming them earlier with my siblings. 

I primarily spent my Easter Sunday scouring the region for groceries. My dad and I first traveled 
nearly 30 minutes northward, past the border to New York. We had to make an additional trip to another 
store after, as the first grocery store did not have basic produce or protein my family needed for the 
upcoming week. I did not take pictures on our latest grocery trip – I’ve been trying to touch my phone 
less when I have gloves on – but I did take a picture of my dad and I before we went into the store. Rather 
than buying respirator masks, we bought ski masks, using shop towels beneath them as a makeshift filter. 
We wear gloves to pick up items, and wireless headphones to communicate. So far, they have worked 
well. 

I know this will blow over, my brain knows it so, but I do not think my heart is sold on their 
being a light at the end of this tunnel anytime soon. Upon writing this, there have been 9,784 confirmed 
cases in my county (Bergen County, NJ), with 453 deaths and 0 recoveries thus far. The U.S. has about 
557,300 confirmed cases in total, according to Johns Hopkins. Until next time. 

Jake 
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19 April 2020 

Hello there, 

There is not too much more to share this week. I’ve been using my weekly grocery trips to gauge 
our societal progress through all this, as it is really the only way I physically interact with society. This 
week, I’d say it was better than last week but still chaotic. Shelves were still empty, people still walked 
around with masks and gloves, armed like part of a dystopian movie plot. Better but still chaotic; so much 
of the larger situation can be explained that way. Some states are already discussing the reopening of their 
economies, I think I read Florida are among them. Then again, Florida just considered WWE “essential 
business”, so I’m not too sure they’re a great barometer. 

In New Jersey, the picture is a bit bleaker. Everything is still shut down by me – besides a few 
takeout restaurants, grocery stores, and pharmacies. One of my father’s employees, and one of my 
coworkers when I worked at his office this past summer, passed away after contracting COVID-19. 
Peter’s unfortunate death, in a way, made the whole situation graver and more serious. It’s not to say I 
hadn’t been following restrictions. It is to say that COVID-19 had yet to affect someone I knew like Peter, 
someone whose office was just down the hallway from my cubicle over the summer. Someone who 
stopped by to talk about sports and his family. And he’s gone now, from a virus I can’t even see with my 
own naked eyes. It’s jarring in a way. I always knew social distancing was important; I know now it is 
vital. It hurts that he passed, and I now hope I will not have to bear the passing of another person I knew. 
With my grandma helping administer emergency supplies at a hospital, and my aunt working shifts with 
COVID patients, I am so nervous they may contract it. But I know they are making a real difference, and 
that they enjoy it. It’s just the unfortunate nature of this. 

A theme this week for me has been keeping in touch with my friends. I am pretty sociable, but 
I’m not a huge videoconferencing person. That said, it’s the only way to see my friends now, so I have to 
compromise. I have been keeping up a tradition with my friends from Darnall Hall, with us calling every 
Wednesday to recap the Survivor episode we all watched. We used to watch it together at school, and we 
always used to buy bread beforehand. While we can’t do that anymore, we are doing our best to stay in 
contact. I’ve additionally been trying to call my friends from work in the Corp and my friends in Mock 
Trial when I can. Just two days ago, on Friday, I called a bunch of my friends from high school. When 
I’m home, this is usually my time to see them; with this whole crisis, our only means of communication is 
texting and videoconferencing. 

I remember, when this all started over a month ago, people said that remote working was the 
future anyway, this crisis was just an expedited transition. And, to be honest, I believed that. It does not 
make financial sense for companies to have physical offices if their employees can do the same work 
from home. It doesn’t make financial sense for friends, therefore, to physically meet up under this logic. 

But I was wrong. So wrong, as I’m learning from this quarantine. There is something a college 
campus can give you that no online or remote learning platform can. I suppose it’s a kind of immersion, 
within everything you do. At home, it is often so hard to concentrate because there is so much else going 
on. Your family is around 24/7, so are your dogs. They cook dinner, they watch movies, and they expect 
you to, too. It’s a strain on your time and attention like no other. But at school, you are you and you 
absolutely. You indubitably, focused solely on your priorities and your responsibilities. I imagine a 
similar contrast in the workforce, where employees must juggle living in with their children and spouses 
with their remote work. The difference in the ability to concentrate, in my experience, is stark. 
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And from a social perspective, as cliché as it sounds, absolutely nothing compares to in-person 
interaction. Nothing compares to spending time with your friends in person. Nothing compares to going 
to Wisey’s for sandwiches on a Thursday night, or even to my Darnall room for Survivor on Wednesdays. 
No videoconference, no application can replicate the intimacy and connectedness of real human 
interaction, and that’s something I miss everyday. Until next time. 

Jake 
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26 April 2020 

Hello again, 

Another week goes by in quarantine, and another week of the same routine ensues: wake up, go 
to class, workout, eat, shower, work, eat, sleep. It is the same thing, over and over and over again. It has 
been a month and 13 days since President DeGioia announced we would be moving to online formats, 
and it feels as if it has been three times as long. The semester is almost over. I have two finals this coming 
week, and three more finals the following week. But this semester has felt like an eternity. A short sprint 
on campus, and a long walk to the finish from home. 

It’s crazy to think my birthday is in two days. I’m going to be 19 years old. I remember when we 
first realized my birthday was on the last day of class, a birthday I share with one of my closest friends at 
school. I was so excited to get to celebrate with them, at the campus I call home. But alas, we are where 
we are. We have a zoom call planned for my birthday, and I’m looking forward to it. 

They say things will begin to alleviate soon, but it honestly doesn’t feel that way right now. On 
the bright side, my dad has been more successful getting online grocery delivery time slots using a 
program that a Georgetown student made. It’s reduced our grocery trips, which reduces our risk of 
contracting the virus. But even the simple things have become somewhat tough. For example, my family 
typically orders takeout on Fridays. We cook dinner throughout the week, so we treat ourselves on 
Fridays. Normally, that means getting some cheap takeout Chinese food. But the place we normally order 
from, our tried and true favorite, has been closed until further notice for weeks. Just this past Friday, we 
tried ordering pizza, something that is as easy as taking a deep breath in Jersey. There’s a pizza place on 
nearly every corner. In my square-mile town, there’s been as many as three. But it was a nightmare. 
Places were closed; others were so crowded and busy that they could not take an order over the phone. 
We must have tried five or six different places before we found one that could make food for us, my 
normally-sized 5 person family, at 8:30pm on a Friday night. 

I know that is not a grave issue; being able to order takeout is not a matter of life or death. But it 
shows that society is not right, and everything is not okay right now. Despite what all the politicians want 
to tell us to keep their approval rates up, or what CEOs are screaming from the rooftops to support their 
stock prices, all is not well, and all will not be well for some time. We would be better off accepting that, 
believing that, than holding on to these false virtues of “it’s fine, nothing is wrong” and “oh, it’ll just go 
back to normal.” I know it will not, I know that this pandemic will change the way we live. As a student 
of history, I know people do not just forget, do not just turn around and begin to live differently. I just 
wish the people with significant power would be more forthright about that, so as to prevent the mass 
hysteria I’ve seen on the news at protests across the country. 

It will be okay, everything will be okay. But there are more bumps left to navigate. Even when 
this is over, when quarantine is over, there will be a second wave of infections, hospitalizations, and even 
quarantine. Much to my dismay, my father does not think we’ll be returning to school in the fall. But he 
has a point; the existence of a second wave of infections following quarantines is not a belief, but a 
scientific fact rooted in years of epidemiological research. Rather than fearing that, and hoping it just will 
not come to pass, I am going to accept it, and know that there is a real light at the end of this tunnel, past 
these ill-conceived mirages of light we encounter along the way. Until next time. 

 
 

Jake 
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5 May 2020 

So this is it, 

For the latter half of this semester, essentially the past month, I have written here, updating you 
on all that has happened from my humble abode in New Jersey. I know this journal is stagnant, a piece of 
virtual paper I am typing on Microsoft Word. But it feels more like I am talking to a real person, that one 
day someone is going to read this. Maybe they’ll be surprised that my generation lived life this way for a 
while. Or maybe they won’t, maybe their lives will be an extrapolation of the recent quarantine/social 
distancing regulations and this will seem minor to them. 

As classes are coming to a close and I prepare to face the next frontier, the summertime, I have 
thought a lot about the pandemic and how it has changed the way we live. Our society is still democratic, 
but these new regulations have essentially dictated the way we live life. We can hardly leave the house. I 
have even heard some of my friends and family tell me that police officers have gone up to friends 
walking together to separate them and enforce the “6 feet apart” rule. I do not know what it means for the 
summer. As a freshman in the business school, finding summer opportunities was already going to be a 
difficult endeavor; now, that difficulty has multiplied. 

But enough of the negative, it has been important for me to focus on the positive amid all this. 
My birthday was last Tuesday. Normally me and my family go out for a nice dinner someplace, but this 
year we spent it at home. The highlight of it definitely came in the later part of the day, around 5:00. 
Since we were going to spend my birthday at home, I asked my sister if we could bake something. It 
seemed like all day she was dodging me, until I heard honking from outside. I opened the door…and my 
grandma and cousins and aunt and uncle all came by to see me. My sister had planned the whole surprise, 
I was happy to see them. They had been busy amid the pandemic – my grandma and my aunt especially, 
working in healthcare – but they still took the time out to see me. It was surreal, the idea that I couldn’t 
hug my own family, even on my birthday. But we stayed a safe distance away from each other (maybe 8 
feet) and talked for 30, maybe 45, minutes. My family coming was reassuring in a way; it reminded me 
that although everyone is isolating themselves physically, family will always be there. I miss spending 
time with them. I used to go to my grandma’s all the time – my cousins, aunt and uncle live in Staten 
Island, so my grandma’s house in Clifton is a good middle point between their house and my house. I’m 
looking forward to spending time with them, when this whole thing blows over. My little brother and my 
cousin have been bridging that gap by playing videogames together online, but I don’t think anything 
matches face-to-face interaction. 

With my dad securing consistent grocery deliveries, I’ve only been outside for my almost daily 
bike rides and when I walk my dogs. We have two, Danica and Teddy. Danica’s older, the walks are 
mainly to keep her in shape. Teddy is a bit younger, we’re using the walks to leash-train him. The bike 
rides have been nice. The streets are empty, so there is not much car traffic to be mindful of. Amid finals 
and efforts to secure some sort of summer plans, the bike rides have been good ways to clear my head. 

Before this all began, way back in March (we’re six days away from it being two months since 
the university declared online classes for the rest of the semester), I kept thinking it was not going to last 
that long. After all, every infectious disease I’ve lived through in my lifetime (Ebola, swine flu, etc.) 
never really affected the way I live my life. I am grateful for that, but understand that it definitely 
influenced how I perceived COVID-19. First, before Spring Break, my friends and I fully expected to be 
back in a week’s time. Then we figured it would be a few weeks, but we would be back for the end of the 
year. And now, I heard from my sister today that Governor Cuomo did not expect things to go back to 
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normal until Fall 2021. We’re going to be living this way for a long time, and I’ve come to terms with 
that. 

But even after this ends, will things ever really be the same? Will we ever see the world the same 
again? I seriously doubt that we will. My dad referenced the Great Generation a few weeks ago, how their 
living through World War I and the Great Depression taught them to conserve even in the later 1900s, 
when they did not have to conserve as much anymore. Will COVID affect our generation like the war and 
the depression affected theirs? Will people talk about COVID like they do the Spanish flu? 

And how will this affect the way we interact with the government? One of my favorite books I 
read growing up was 1984, and in that book, one of the main ways the government maintains control over 
its people is by constantly being at war. By having an external enemy, the government is able to suppress 
dissent and boost patriotism, coined in the famous adage “War is Peace”. By prolonging the pandemic 
response, is the government instituting their own “War is Peace”? I know social distancing is essential 
now, but what about in a year or even two years from now? Or, on the other hand, will a prolonged 
pandemic response have the opposite effect, angering civilians to band against the government? I have 
already begun reading about protests occurring in states where some citizens want quarantine to be lifted, 
but I think social distancing requirements will have to be in place much longer before we see either a 
“War is Peace” or a revolution. The idea that either possibility, from the pages of an Orwellian novel no 
less, could even occur makes me stand back and appreciate the fact that I am living in a moment in 
history, and the future truly depends on it. 

Thanks for keeping me company, I’ve begun considering whether I should consistently journal in 
light of this. The least I could do amid this pandemic is to cement experience in writing. To all who have 
done so before me, consider this a dedication. And to all who read this, a gift that you can pay forward. 
That’s all. 

 
 

Jake 
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