
PART II: Personal Experience 

Wisconsin Election, April 7 

April 6 

Today is Monday, April 6th. The biggest news in Wisconsin, which has begun to make 
national headlines, is about our election tomorrow. Many other states (Ohio, Louisiana, 
Georgia) have postponed their Democratic Presidential Primary elections as a result of the 
coronavirus pandemic. Wisconsin, it appears, will not be doing that.  

The situation is Wisconsin is different than in those other states, however. For starters, the 
pandemic in WI was not as bad as it was in, say, Louisiana, where New Orleans was one of 
the epicenters in the U.S., and it didn’t really hit WI hard until about a week or so ago. 
Additionally, the election here is not just the DEM primary (which, by now, is mostly 
superfluous anyway). We have important state elections, including many local leaders, 
Milwaukee mayor, and the highly-contested Wisconsin State Supreme Court seat.  

About two or three weeks ago, Gov. Evers (a Democrat) and the WI state legislature (both 
the Assembly and the State Senate are controlled by Republican majorities, and the 
Assembly speaker, Robin Vos, is the Republican representative from my hometown) had 
unofficially agreed that the election was to happen in-person. The election was deemed 
essential, particularly because of the county executive and Milwaukee mayor races, whose 
winners would quickly be needed to lead through the pandemic. Neither the governor nor 
the legislature wanted the bad press of “cancelling” the election.  

About one week ago, Gov. Evers started becoming very concerned about in-person voting. 
He made a couple of important statements: 1. That the state ought to move to heavily 
depend on mail-in voting and the state government had the capacity to manage an almost 
entirely absentee election;  2. That he did not have the authority under the WI state 
constitution (unlike in LA or OH) to cancel, postpone, or otherwise alter an election, 
especially with only one week to go; and  3. That he was calling a special meeting of the 
state legislature to have them use their authority to move the election almost entirely 
absentee.  

The legislature had their special meeting on Saturday. They opened the meeting with roll 
call, a motion was proposed and seconded to adjourn, it succeeded, and the meeting ended 
within sixty seconds. My Assemblyman and Speaker Robin Vos said that it was a protest 
against an illegitimate wielding of force by the governor. Spkr. Vos stated that the state did 
not have the infrastructure to handle that many mail-in ballots, that mail-in elections are 
prone to fraud, that he resented Gov. Evers attempt to force the legislature’s hand, and that 
the election was to continue in-person.  



Gov. Evers then today issued an executive order cancelling in-person voting, despite having 
stated last week that he did not have the authority to do so. The Wisconsin State Supreme 
Court struck his executive order down within hours.  

Let’s talk about the WSSC for a minute. It is currently split 5-2 with a conservative majority, 
with conservative justice Daniel Kelly (appointed by Gov. Scott Walker) up for re-election, 
against liberal justice Jill Karofsky. It is a highly contentious race, and the attack ads have 
been fierce. Liberals are particularly hopeful that they can win this race and the next so that 
they can have a liberal majority take on gerrymandering within the state that has 
historically favored the Republican party, especially after the 2020 census.  

As of today, the day before the election, in-person voting will happen tomorrow. 

 

I am happy to weigh in with my own personal reaction to this development. I would argue 
neither the governor nor the legislature acted perfectly. First, the legislature hosting a sixty 
second meeting was uncalled for and, frankly, stupid. It is their responsibility to protect the 
integrity of elections and the safety of Wisconsinites, and they did neither of those things. 
Vos said that the logistics of doing entirely mail-in simply were not there, but if the election 
was pushed back a few weeks and the legislature really pushed for it, it could have gotten 
done. It is not impossible. Secondly, however, I do not think Evers ought to have issued an 
executive order cancelling the election. He had the moral high ground until he did that, but 
then he made himself look like the bad guy by doing something explicitly unconstitutional.  

 

April 8 

Yesterday was the election. I would have voted, but I am only seventeen. First, I’m gonna 
talk about the state a bit, and then my own personal experience.  

There are normally 180 polling locations in Milwaukee. Yesterday, there were five. Most 
polling workers are senior citizens, and they understandably did not want to come in to 
work this year. City officials stated a few days ago that they did not have enough workers 
and facilities large enough to support social distancing to support more than a handful of 
polling locations. Thousands of people showed up to vote, many with face masks, many 
without. Members of the National Guard were tapped to work polling locations across the 
country.  

There were a large number of people who didn’t vote, unsurprisingly. Mail-in ballots were 
not made available to everyone who requested one (which was a record high number). 
Three tubs of mail-in ballots that were supposed to be sent out in Milwaukee were found 



after the election was over. At the very least, they moved the deadline back from “must be 
received by election day” to “must be postmarked by election day” (for this reason, they did 
not announce the winners until April 13).  

 

 

I included some pictures posted to my town’s Facebook explaining how voting worked. We 
did drive-in voting. Yes. We voted from our cars. I did not go, as I cannot vote and both of 
my parents did absentee weeks ago, but one of my friends told me about his experience. He 
said it went surprisingly smoothly. The election workers were not senior citizens, but other 
members of the community who stepped up (I wish I had thought to volunteer to help 
earlier than a few days ago. I worked the election in Fall 2018 and had a good time doing it, 
and I live in a small enough town that I know the mayor personally and if I had reached out 
I’m sure she could have found some place for me to help). They were all very patient and 
ready to try and make everything go smoothly. My friend said that there was someone in 
the car behind him who tried to get out of his car, and the attendant had to call someone 
over to stop him from coming out. He said the gentleman was in a huff about not having a 
clear view to see the attendant put his ballot in the voting machine, although my friend 
could see just fine. Some people, man.  

Overall, however, the general mood of the town is that the election went just fine for the 
people who voted. There were plenty of people who did not go and vote just because of the 
pandemic, and that is a tragedy. But, for most people in my town, it went surprisingly well. 
We were lucky enough to have enough people working, and patient enough voters that 
everything went smoothly. This was obviously not the case everywhere in the state, but for 
my town, it was alright. It gave people a sense of normalcy and of management. This is a 



situation no one expected to be in and no one knows how to deal with, but for yesterday, it 
felt like we did know how to deal with it.  

 

April 13 

They released the election results today, and Karofsky, the liberal candidate, won. By a LOT. 
A full 10%. This was supposed to be a contentious election, but she blew him out of the 
water. 

Why did this happen? Well, for me, I think it is clear that people were expressing anger at a 
conservative majority that forced this ridiculous situation on us in the first place, namely 
my assemblyman, Speaker Robin Vos. It seems pretty clear that Republicans in the 
legislature were pushing for in-person voting because it would decrease voter turnout in 
urban areas like Milwaukee and Madison that vote Democratic, which seemed particularly 
attractive in an election cycle with a Democratic primary and no Republican primary. The 
fact that this plan backfired so spectacularly is ironic and a bit amusing. 

I have met Robin Vos on multiple occasions. He’s a nice guy. He once bought my pig in an 
auction at the county fair. While he’s not ultra-far right ideologically, he is a politician and 
he is definitely committed to his party.  

 

This is Robin Vos in a photo he posted to Twitter on 
election day. You’ll notice the PPE he has on, 
something that not every election worker was not 
supplied with. 

It’s hard to imagine the cognitive dissonance that 
allows him to both dismiss the coronavirus as not a 
big enough deal to postpone the election, but serious 
enough to warrant full-body PPE.  

 

 

I am amazed by the bravery and determination of 
my fellow Wisconsinites. I am deeply disturbed by 
the fact that we have a state system that forced 

many people to choose between their health and their vote, especially when some very 
simple changes could have been made to the system to help ensure as many people as 



possible were able to exercise their right (including, but not limited to, pushing the election 
date back to give more time to prepare for in-person voting, extending the deadline for 
mail-in voting, putting the full force of the state behind managing absentee ballots, etc). 
However, my heart is warmed to see the people in my community that stepped up to work 
the election, the people who exercised patience and human decency while drive-thru voting 
to keep everything going smoothly, and the resiliency of my state as a whole. And while I 
don’t dislike Robin Vos as a person (I don’t even dislike him that much political-position-
wise), I will admit I was happy to see that his scheme did not bring him a victory.  

 

Wisconsin State Parks 

April 15 

I learned something very interesting today. Since the Governor issued the safer-at-home 
order, all non-essential government employees have been asked not to come in to work. 
This includes state park attendants. The policy that has been in place regarding state parks, 
as a result, is that they are open, free of admission (because there is no one there to take 
your money!). I decided to go for a bike ride at Richard Bong State Park, which is not far 
from my house. It was quite lovely to be outside.  

What was not too lovely, however, was the number of people who were also at Richard 
Bong State Park. The first parking lot I went to was almost full. People were out in full force, 
hiking, biking, playing frisbee, and overall not staying six feet apart. This was perhaps the 
most congested I have seen this park. This is perhaps unsurprising, as today was the first 
warm, sunny day we have had this year, and everyone has been cooped up inside for weeks 
now. Still, it was disappointing to see so many people acting as though being outside made 
them unable to spread COVID-19. I found another spot to go with fewer people, got out my 
bike, and had a very refreshing time.  

[Darn it, I should have taken a picture of everyone crowding around at the state park. That 
would have been a really good primary source. I went back today, April 16, and I just barely 
missed the rain (I LOVE being outside right before it storms; I don’t know why). Here is a 
picture I took today, perhaps you can imagine people less than 6 feet apart in front of me:] 



 

April 20 

We’ve ruined it. 

Gov. Evers announced today that all state parks are closed until further notice. This is 
because people were not social distancing, were not picking up their trash, and were 
vandalizing at state parks.  

This makes me really sad. I am normally very proud of my state and am always pleasantly 
surprised by Wisconsinites. Not today. I feel personally impacted as a state park user, but I 
feel an even stronger impact as a member of species that couldn’t handle staying six feet 
apart and picking up candy wrappers for two weeks without supervision. 

I think this really demonstrates some of the ridiculous consequences of the pandemic. 
Covid caused both the parks to be open for free and the parks to be completely shut down. 
No model would have ever predicted either of those to be consequences of the virus. Yet, I 
feel it has had a significant impact on my quality of life while I stay at home. I was so happy 
to hear I had unlimited access to miles and miles of hiking and biking trails and such large 
amounts of woodlands, much more so than I normally would have been. It felt like some 
small victory, as though the universe was saying, “I know that this really sucks, here is a 
little bit of reimbursement, for your troubles”, only for it to be ripped away (the universe: 
“syke!”). Back inside it is, I guess.  

 


