
Construction cranes are an everyday sight on the north end of 
Georgetown's campus. The work they're doing has been aided 
immeasurably by a safety device originally developed in the 
Library's Maker Hub.
Dalton Dwyer (SFS’11, L’18) developed CraneCam, a 
trolley-mounted camera that shows crane operators the objects 
they are lifting, after watching construction cranes outside his 
first-year law classes in 2014. “When tower cranes are used to 
build buildings, the operator sits in a cab at the top of the 
crane, and often the things they pick up are out of view,” 
Dwyer said. Instead, operators typically rely on ground 
workers to guide hooks—a potentially dangerous practice. “If 
they swing the wrong way, they could hit something or a 
worker can get caught in the line,” Dwyer explained. 
Dwyer started building CraneCam in the Maker Hub in 

January 2015, and had a working prototype within about six 
months. After another year and a half, it was ready for market. 
He estimates it has been installed on about 80% of cranes in 
the D.C. area, and he started to expand into Baltimore before 
merging with a national crane safety company in California.
“I didn’t have a background in technology, but the Maker Hub 
is a space you can go to tinker around,” Dwyer said. There, he 
used tools like soldering irons, drills, and saws, learned how to 
build radio systems to allow the camera and monitor to 
communicate, and even solved a tricky issue with water getting 
into the system’s ethernet cords.
The Maker Hub also helped him maintain an entrepreneurial 
spirit. “Starting a company alone is stressful,” he said. “Being in 
the Maker Hub where you’re surrounded by people with the 
same mindset, who want to build things, was a big positive.”
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open-door access. Students would meet at Gelardin late at night 
and work on the computers there.”
Rectifying failures of the justice system can be a slow process, 
but the students’ work is having an effect. Several of the subjects 
of their documentaries have received legal representation—in 
some cases for the first time after decades of incarceration since 
their trials. 
One of the documentary subjects, Valentino Dixon, has been 
released from prison, in large part due to the evidence found by 
students. Dixon was arrested and convicted of murder in Buffalo 
in 1991 and sentenced to 38½ years to life in prison—even 
though another man confessed to the crime.
“It speaks to the power we have as students,” said Ellie 
Goonetillake (C ’18), who worked on Dixon's case with Julie 
Fragonas and Naoya Johnson. “You’d think that having no law 
degree or experience, we wouldn’t be able to help someone, and 
that’s not true. I don’t think the people we talked to were clued 
up to how prepared we’d be, even though we were students.”
“The work becomes a part of their life, rather than just a 
project,” Howard added. Many students have gone on to law 
school, including the documentaries as part of their application 
materials, while others are now working for organizations like 
the Innocence Project or in other jobs related to criminal justice.
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VISUALIZING WOODSTOCK'S RARE BOOKS

FROM the 
DEAN
Despite the pandemic's many 
challenges, it also has been a time of 
growth at the Library. We have 
learned new ways to operate and  
serve our community. Staff made critical adaptations to 
library services and access to collections, which proved 
to be invaluable during the months of remote teaching, 
learning, and research. These lessons will continue to 
serve us well, even as we resume in-person activities 
across all of Georgetown.  
In June 2020 the Library created a statement on racial 
justice (bit.ly/GULjustice) and its first Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion Committee to ensure that the Library is 
welcoming to all staff and users. One of our first steps 
was to establish the Anti-Racism Toolkit (bit.ly/
GULantiracism), a resource that is widely used by the 
Georgetown community. 
One of our most recent initiatives is a series of videos 
highlighting library units. The first, on the Maker Hub, 
is available at bit.ly/GULibraryRemote. Future entries 
in the series will be shared on the Library's YouTube 
and Facebook pages.
I extend my sincere thanks to Library Associates for 
your generous support and look forward to seeing you in 
the Library!

Top left: The wrongfully 
accused people whose cases 
Making an Exoneree 
students have investigated. 
Right: Students developed 
skills like crime scene 
construction for their 
videos. 

A new analysis of Woodstock Theological Library’s special collections vividly 
illustrates how the collections developed over time, while also providing insight 
into the proliferation of theological publishing.
The Library used metadata generated last year about 13,000 rare items to visualize 
the collection based on publication dates and places, languages, and subjects. One 
series of maps, for example, shows that Germany, France, and Italy dominated 
theological publishing before 1600, spreading to the United States and China in 
the 17th century and around the world by the 20th century.
"These visualizations can be a real jumping-off point for further inquiries by 
making it easier to notice trends,” said Emily Baldoni, metadata librarian for 
Digital and Special Collections. For example, they reveal that Woodstock holds a 
surprising cluster of German and Italian works on ethics from the 18th century—a 
hard-to-spot but valuable fact to a researcher.
See the full analysis, including dozens of maps, graphs, and other observations, at 
bit.ly/WoodstockAnalysis.

Heat map showing the relative frequency of 
people discussed in Woodstock's rare books. Jesus 
Christ is represented by the largest circle, 
followed by Saint Ignatius of Loyola and Saint 
Mary the Blessed Virgin.

LIBRARY TRAINING AIDS 
STUDENTS WORKING for the 
WRONGFULLY ACCUSED
Making an Exoneree, one of Georgetown’s most remarkable classes, gives 
students the opportunity to work to correct mistakes in the justice system 
and free people who are serving often decades-long sentences for crimes 
they didn’t commit.
In the class, groups of students reinvestigate cases of individuals who were 
likely wrongfully convicted of crimes and who are currently serving 
sentences in prison. “Many of these cases never had a proper investigation, 
and students usually discover facts that weren’t entered into trial within the 
first few weeks,” says Georgetown Professor of Government and Law Marc 
Howard. Howard teaches the class with childhood friend Martin Tankleff, 
who was himself wrongfully imprisoned for more than 17 years. 
Throughout the semester, Howard and Tankleff invite experts to help the 
students identify and understand the errors in the original investigations 
and build the case for their subject’s innocence. Students also create 
documentaries to publicize each case as a first step to helping the 
wrongfully convicted individuals secure legal counsel and ultimately have 
their cases reviewed.
The Library's Gelardin New Media Center provides training in video 
editing to each cohort of students. “I discussed resources that were available 
through Gelardin and I taught students how to edit with Adobe Premiere 
Pro,” said Barrinton Baynes, Gelardin multimedia project manager and 
multimedia specialist. Baynes was also available for follow-up consultations 
as students were working on their documentaries, teaching skills like 
editing out background noise to help the finished films look and sound 
professional.
“I think it’s no exaggeration to say we wouldn’t have had the success we 
have without Gelardin,” Howard said. “Not just the training, but also the 
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A recent gift to Georgetown University Library, now digitized 
and available online in DigitalGeorgetown, provides poignant 
and valuable insight into the Atlantic slave trade.
The Library recently received a logbook documenting the 
journey of the slave ship Mary from Providence, Rhode Island, 
to the west coast of Africa in 1795. It departed Africa with 
142 enslaved individuals and arrived in Georgia on August 19, 
1796.
The logbook offers an important view of the day-to-day life on 
board a slave trading ship. “Documentation about the slave 
trade is pretty extensive, but these records—extant logbooks—
are fairly rare,” said Georgetown University History Professor 
Adam Rothman. There are only about a dozen surviving 
logbooks of slave ships that brought Africans to North 
America.
“Logbooks give a daily record of the routine business dealings, 
and experiences that took place on board a slave ship, 
including episodes of resistance and trauma,” Rothman added. 
While the Mary's shipping records are fairly well documented, 
this logbook is the only original record available from any of 
its journeys.

LIBRARY RECEIVES MELLON GRANT
On These Grounds: Modeling and Sharing Archival Materials 
about Slavery, a collaboration among Michigan State 
University, Georgetown University Library, and the 
University of Virginia, has received a $550,000 grant from 
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. On These Grounds will 
aid slavery reconciliation efforts by developing and testing a 
prototype linked open data model to better describe slavery-
related archival materials and enhance the ability of scholars, 
students, alumni, and descendants to gain new insights and 
understanding of the lived reality of bondage at these 
institutions.
"This project will create a unified framework that enables 
new pathways in describing, revealing, and connecting 
archives of enslaved people held by American institutions 
that have historical ties to slavery," said Harriette Hemmasi, 
dean of Georgetown University Library.
Over the past two decades many institutions of higher 
education have begun to publicly examine their historical 
roles in the injustices and legacies of slavery. While many 
institutions have similar types of records, information 
sources, and data elements, each institution takes its own 
approach to organizing and cataloging the information about 
these materials. Establishing a common framework for 
describing the information found in archival records will 
make it easier for researchers to discover related materials 
across collections and identify social, cultural, and family 
relationships across time and geographic space.
Georgetown’s role in this two-and-half year grant will be to 
help develop and test the data model on slavery archival 
materials held by the University, including the Archives of 
the Maryland Province of the Society of Jesus. On These 
Grounds advances work already being undertaken through 
the support of the Maryland Province, and relates to other 
recent Mellon grants at Georgetown, including funding for 
the Prison Scholars Program and expansion of the African 
American studies department.

The project’s benefits will reach beyond the three universities 
that have received the grant. Volunteer partners from the 
Universities Studying Slavery Consortium and other 
institutions will be invited to test the open data model on 
their archival records related to slavery, and the linked data 
model will ultimately become freely available for other 
institutions to implement.
Sharon M. Leon, an associate professor of history and digital 
humanities at Michigan State University and a 1997 
Georgetown graduate, is directing the project in partnership 
with Hemmasi and Brenda Gunn, associate university 
librarian for special collections and preservation at the 
University of Virginia Libraries.

DONATION to LIBRARY ILLUSTRATES LIFE   
ABOARD a SLAVE SHIP

Rothman is using the logbook in his classes on Atlantic 
history and the history of slavery, and Georgetown students 
have the opportunity to see it in person. Students and 
researchers worldwide can also access the digitized logbook 
for their own research. It is one of only a few existing slave 
ship logbooks that has been scanned and published online.
The gift to the Library was facilitated by Jack Pelose (C'19), a 
family friend of the donor. Pelose built a crate to safely 
transport the fragile logbook to Georgetown.

“Once it arrived, we realized the volume needed the attention 
of preservation specialists,” said Mary Beth Corrigan, curator 
of collections on Slavery, Memory, and Reconciliation in the 
Library's Booth Family Center for Special Collections. After 
preservation work, the logbook is now stored in safe 
conditions so that it will be available to students and 
researchers at Georgetown for years to come,” Corrigan said.
Watch a video about the logbook and its preservation edited 
by student Yasmine Bouachri at bit.ly/MaryLogbook.

Top: Part of a page from the logbook. Right, above: Professor Adam 
Rothman and Alana Hendy (SFS 21) study the Mary logbook. Right, 
below:"Insurrection on Board a Slave Ship," first published in black and 
white in an 18th century abolitionist pamphlet.

Frank Campbell, one of the enslaved people sold by the Maryland Jesuits 
in 1838, in a photo from the early 1900s. The younger girl has been 
identified as Campbell's granddaughter Mary Jane.
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The Library said farewell to several 
longtime employees last fall who retired 
under Georgetown's Special Voluntary 
Early Retirement Program:
• Deputy University Librarian Peggy 

Fry.
• Coordinator of Library Instruction 

Sandra Hussey.
• Bill Olsen, School of Foreign Service 

and Government Liaison.
• Jill Hollingsworth, science liaison 

and reference librarian for Blommer 
Science Library.

• Systems Support Specialist Deb 
Critzer.

• PC Specialist Gene Law.
We thank each of these colleagues for 
their service to Georgetown and wish 
them the best in their retirements. 

The Library filled a major vacancy in 
Spring 2020 when it welcomed Meg 
Meiman as Associate University Librarian 
for Scholarly Resources and Services. She 
will provide leadership and direction for 
the Library's Research Services and 
Copyright and Scholarly Communications 
departments.
The Library is also saddened to report the 
passing of Marty Barringer on February 
25, 2021, after a lengthy hospitalization. 
Barringer joined Georgetown University 
Library in 1970 as founding director of 
the Special Collections Division. Over 35 
years, he grew the Special Collections, 
hired and mentored staff, and established 
new collection areas such as art and music 
to support Georgetown's research and 
instruction. He also curated several 
exhibitions highlighting the Special 
Collections.

Georgetown’s history stretches 
back more than two centuries, 
and a new book by Paul O’Neill 
(C’86) and Bennie Smith (C’86) 
traces that history in text and 
photos.
Making Georgetown’s history 
accessible is one of the goals of 
Georgetown University, part of 
Arcadia Publishing’s Campus 
History series. “It’s a place of 
many firsts—the first Catholic 
school in the nation, the first 

university in the capital, the first school of foreign service, 
and the first Congressional university charter,” O’Neill said. 
“We want more people to be able to understand how 
remarkable the Georgetown story is.”
The book is driven by its images. “It was important to have 
access to as wide a trove as possible,” Smith said. They found 
most of the items in that trove in the University Archives. 
University Archivist Lynn Conway and Assistant Archivist 
Ann Galloway provided immeasurable assistance to help 

them find what was available.
“I don’t know how many documents we looked through, but 
it’s not an exaggeration to say they’ve got a catalog between 
their ears,” O’Neill said. The archivists helped Smith and 
O’Neill to review the hundreds of images and narrow them 
down to what could be included in the book—as well as to 
find and reproduce them digitally.

ONLINE EXHIBITIONS
Library staff have been hard at work this year developing 
online exhibitions of materials from the Library's special 
collections. Highlights from our new exhibitions include:
• "The Quadrangle: A History in Fifty Images," which 

documents the development of the heart of the 
Georgetown campus.

• "Along the Potomac: Vintage Views by Local Etchers," 
rare etchings of the Potomac River, the C&O canal, and 
the surrounding neighborhoods.

• "...As Order Cannot Subsist Without Some Certain 
Fixed Rules... Regulations for the students of 
Georgetown College, 1829," an illustration of the 
regimented life of an early 19th-century student.

• "Reports from a Roving Sketchbook: Selections from 
Don Freeman's Newsstand," an influential periodical 
documenting daily life in New York City during the 
Depression an the Second World War.

• "Gaston Hall: Visitors and Events," a review of the 
eclectic events and speakers held there—from Bruce 
Springsteen to African National Congress President 
Oliver Tambo.

• "Baseball at Georgetown: Selections from the University 
Archives."

See all of the Library's exhibitions at library.georgetown.edu/
exhibitions/online.

Meg Meiman

FAREWELL RETIREES, WELCOME MEG MEIMAN

Old Georgetown Canal, Plate No. 3, by Hirst Dillon Milhollen. From 
the exhibition "Along the Potomac: Vintage Views by Local Etchers."

NEW BOOK of GEORGETOWN HISTORY MADE 
POSSIBLE by ARCHIVES RESEARCH

EXPLORE LAUINGER'S HISTORY
Learn how volunteers helped move nearly half a million 
books to prepare for Lauinger Library’s opening, how its 
collection exploded in size, and how it expanded into virtual 
and augmented reality in a newly available brochure.
The History of Lauinger Library 1970–2020 reviews the 
Library’s history, from its planning and construction to its 
modern services and future evolution. Lau replaced Riggs 
Memorial Library, which had opened in 1891. While Riggs 
was aesthetically magnificent, Georgetown had long 
outgrown its capacity to house books and it was no longer 
well-suited for the university’s evolving teaching and research 
needs.
The brochure contains dozens of photos from the University 
Archive and the Booth Family Center for Special Collections 
that illustrate the Library’s history. It was created by a large 
team of Library staff in recognition of Lau’s 50th anniversary.
Read The History of Lauinger Library 1970–2020 at              
bit.ly/LauingerHistory.
You can also revisit the Library's history in 50 Days of Lau, a 

social media 
series 
highlighting 
some of the most 
noteworthy 
photos and 
artifacts from 
Lauinger 
Library’s history 
that ran last fall. 
For 50 days, from 
November 
12–December 31, 
we featured these items on the Library’s social media 
platforms. Several of these items were also highlighted in 
special videos featuring Library staff discussing the dramatic 
stories behind them. 
Revisit 50 Days of Lau by searching the #50DaysofLau 
hashtag on Twitter, Facebook, or Instagram.

A group of students on a bridge over College Creek in 1889.
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