
CIRCULAR

TO THE CLERGY AND LAITY OF THE ARCHDIOCESS OF BALTIMORE,

Venerable and Beloved Brethren :

Many of you are aware that, for several years, it has been the object of my most ardent desires to open St. Charles’s
College, for the preparatory education of youths destined to the ecclesiastical state. I am happy at length to announce to you
that the obstacles which have retarded this auspicious consummation have been removed. The debt due on the buildings has
been liquidated, and, through the blessing of Providence, the Institution will, on the first day of November, be ready for the
reception of pupils under the charge of reverend gentlemen, whose piety, zeal, and acquirements are a guaranty of its stability
and successful operation.

While the church is happily extending her boundaries, the number of laborers does not increase in proportion to the
harvest which is spreading and thickening around them. In this Diocess, as elsewhere, numerous Congregations are either
entirely destitute of Pastors, or are visited at distant and uncertain intervals. Not only are we deprived of the means of enlight¬
ening the thousands who know not and therefore blaspheme the spotless Spouse of Christ; but we have not unfrequently, from
the same cause, to deplore the lukewarmness or prevarication of the children of the faith. In fact, were it not for the co-opera¬
tion of devoted clergymen from foreign lands, still more lamentable would be the condition of our Missions. But even from that
source, we cannot expect long to fill up the ranks of the holy ministry. The experience of all ages and Christian countries
proves that a National Church must seek within its own bosom the resources of its own fecundity and prosperity. The Divine
Author of our holy religion fails not to provide fit and abundant instruments for its preservation and propagation. Youth are
not wanting who, at an early period, feel themselves called to the holy ministry. But we have not provided adequate means to
foster and shelter their pious yearnings. The continued contact with those of their own age, but actuated by different views
and sentiments, if not professing a different religion, has, in our best of colleges, proved but too generally fatal to most unequi¬
vocal vocations. St. Charles’s College is intended to supply this vital and primary want of our American church. I commend
it most earnestly to the zeal and charity of the clergy and laity of my Diocess. The Prospectus annexed will explain the
system and regulations of the Institution. The more effectually to promote the important objects contemplated, I request:

First. That the Pastors of the different congregations shall read this Circular to their assembled flocks at the earliest
opportunity, and, on the Sunday following, take up a Collection for furnishing the house, and defraying other expenses of
immediate necessity.

Secondly. That they shall take up, every year, a Collection in their Churches on Easter Sunday, or, when
circumstances require it, on some other Sunday in the Paschal time.

Thirdly. That they shall be careful to find out such boys as show promising marks of a Clerical vocation.
Fourthly. That they shall exert themselves to contribute to defray the expenses of needy applicants.
Fifthly. That the Laity and the Religious Communities will generously co-operate in this highly meritorious work.
The Holy Sacrifice and a general Communion of St. Charles's pupils ivill be offered monthly for the spiritual and temporal

welfare of benefactors.
Given at Baltimore, October 5th, 1848.

j^( SAMUEL, Archbishop of Baltimore.
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ST. CHARLES’S COLLEGE,
NEAR ELLICOTT’S MILLS, MARYLAND.

The object of this Institution is to give a religious and classical education only to that class of youth, whose piety, natural
endowments, and aptitude lor Church ceremonies and functions, give sufficient indications of a vocation to the ECCLESIASTICAL STATE.

These indications are left to the decision of their Confessor, whose recommendation will be required for their reception. If however,
upon examination, any one is found unsuited to the CLERICAL STATE, he will be advised to retire. Every effort will be made to

promote the happiness of those confided to the care of the Institution; to maintain a spirit of piety, and the practice of those Christian
virtues, which will prepare them for becoming zealous and efficient clergymen, and future ornaments of the sanctuary.

STUDIES.

The course of studies will be solid, and sufficiently ample for any state of life, comprising the Latin, Greek, English, French,
and German Languages; History, Geography, Mathematics, Moral and Natural Philosophy. The study of the Catholic
Doctrine, Religious Ceremonies and Singing will also form an essential portion of the education imparted by the establishment.

TERMS.

The terms, for the w'hole year, including Hoard, Education, and all expenses except clothing, are $100; or $130, if clothing be
provided by the College. On account of the lowness of the terms, no student will be admitted whose board is not paid half-yearly in
advance. Towards the close of each semi-annual session, notice will be given of the payments to be made, either by the parents of the
student, or by those who are pledged for his support.

October 5, 18-1S.
Rev. OLIVER L. JENKINS, President.



 



CIRCULAR

TO THE CLERGY AND LAITY OF THE ARCHDIOCESS OF BALTIMORE.

Venerable and Beloved Brethren :

The recent news from the Capital of the Christian World has filled every Catholic heart with grief and
disquietude. The Father of the faithful, the magnanimous and saintly Pius IX, has already seen verified his own

prophetic misgivings, when, amidst the enthusiastic acclamations of a grateful people, he said that Rome might vet
become for him another Jerusalem, and the hosannas of the day give way to the shout of the deluded multitude—
“ Crucify him !—Crucify him !”

The last accounts left him at the mercy of an infuriate and sacrilegious mob; his Ministers had been assassi¬
nated under his eyes; balls had been fired into his own apartment, and his sacred person outraged with insults and
murderous threats. Although he accepts the chalice of treachery and ingratitude, and rejoices to be accounted
worthy to suffer reproach for the Name of Jesus, it is the dictate of filial piety and zeal for the honour of religion,
that prayer should be made, without ceasing, by the Church unto God for him. Thus, may he emulate the glorious
example of the immortal confessors of the faith who had so often honoured the chair of Peter, and may the apparent
triumph of the Powers of Darkness be as brief as we know it to be vain and illusory!

During one month from this date the Rev. Clergy will say at Mass the Prayer for the Pope : “ Deus omnium
fidelium,” &c.; in Religious Communities the Sisters will daily recite the Litanies of the B. V. M., and offer a weekly
communion ; the faithful, in general, are exhorted to perform the same devotions, or others recommended by their
Spiritual Directors.

(This Circular will be read once at Mass.)
Given at Baltimore, December 19th, 1848.

SAM U E L, Archbishop of Haitimore.
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As the time is approaching for the publication of the Metropolitan Catholic Almanac, you will confer
a favor by forwarding to me / S~ /X3 c/j~ , all such information
regarding the^nstitutiomunder your charge as may be interesting to the public, as

1. The name of the superior/
2. The number of professed members, novices and candidates in the community.
3. The names of the clergy in priest’s orders, with the number of those in the inferior orders.
4. The number of pupils in your c~<rXX*-y4
5. The names of those members of the community who have died during the past year, with the date

of their death.

By communicating these particulars, and any other information you may think proper, relative to the

history or improvements of your institution, you will greatly oblige
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