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ABSTRACT  

In this paper, I argue that the Somali-American immigrant population in Minneapolis is 

subject to the processes of gentrification. As an economically and culturally marginalized 

population, Somali-American immigrants have faced adversity and unique challenges as a result 

of gentrification in the Ward 6 district of Cedar-Riverside, Minneapolis. I conducted a series of 

focus group interviews with the Somali-American residents in Cedar-Riverside and the findings 

indicate that the Somali-American families that can withstand living in gentrifying areas like  

Ward 6 may find themselves further marginalized, both economically and 

socially.    
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS  

(1) Why do Somali-American families decide to remain in gentrifying areas?  

(2) Are gentrification and immigrant displacement linked in Minneapolis and Saint Paul 

neighborhoods?  

(3) What urban planning tools are available to local public officials to help create a positive 

future for Somali immigrants?  
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1  

Introduction  

This study centers on Somali-American communities and the framework of economic 

displacement and gentrification in the Minneapolis-Saint Paul community, with a particular focus 

on the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood. The Cedar-Riverside neighborhood in Minneapolis has 

been referred to as “Little Mogadishu,” due to the significant Somali-American presence in a 

primarily white municipality. With a large population of Somalis, the Cedar-Riverside 

neighborhood is home to “the largest population of Somali-American immigrant residents in the  

United States and the ninth-largest population of East-African immigrants nationwide.”1  

  

  
Figure 1. Three generations of a family: Sahro (left), Ikhlas (middle), and Mulki (right).   

Source: Winnipeg Free Press.  

 

 

 

 

 

1 . C. Cumming, “Remittances Cut, Somalia & U.S. Politicians Demand Action,” 

American Banker 1, no. 307 (2015): 37.  
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Unsurprisingly, Cedar-Riverside functions as a hub for Somali culture, however, in recent 

years it has been seeing the gentrification processes that adversely affect and threaten the  

  
residential security of preexisting low-income residents. Gentrification is a process by which 

urban neighborhoods, regions, and districts are improved to conform to middle-class tastes. This 

process generally results in an influx of affluent residents, increased rental and home prices, and 

displacement of low-income residents. The problems related to gentrification have been 

highlighted by local media, including Adam Belz, who covers Minneapolis City Hall for the Star 

Tribune: “Minneapolis and Saint Paul have both gentrified significantly over the past fifteen 

years, with rent outpacing income and more wealthy people attracted to the center of  

Minneapolis and nearby neighborhoods, and blocks along the Green Line in Saint Paul.”2  

 Overall, Somali-American families that can withstand living in gentrifying areas like 

Minneapolis Ward 6 may find themselves further economically and publicly marginalized,  yet 

not all low-income populations have been disadvantaged by gentrification; indeed, some 

communities benefit from the revitalization and renovation of low-income communities. These 

trends lead to the research question: What happens to Somali-American families that decide to 

remain in gentrifying areas?   

This project is close to my heart and particularly important to me as a Somali-American 

resident of the Minneapolis metro-area. Even though I grew up in a small city (Owatonna) in 

southern Minnesota, Cedar-Riverside is the heart of Somali identity in Minnesota, and I often 

 

2 . Adam Belz, “Gentrification Accelerates in Minneapolis and St. Paul; High Apartment 

Rents Are Outpricing Homes and Pressuring the Poor,” Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN), Nov.  

19, 2016, accessed April 6, 2018, http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1470957803.html?refid 

=easy_hf.  
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spent time in this area connecting with my community and culture. Furthermore, CedarRiverside 

is well known to the Somali diaspora around the world and has been the neighborhood 

destination of choice for many Somali immigrants due to the vibrant cultural and entrepreneurial  

  
events taking place in the one-half square mile that constitutes “Little Mogadishu.” It is a piece 

of home, so-to-speak, in America.   

Furthermore, one member of the research focus group stated that the neighborhood is 

becoming gentrified, its identity is shifting, the cost of living is rising, and there is growing 

concern that some Somali immigrants will soon be priced out of the area altogether. One member 

of the research focus group stated that after eight years in the same modest apartment in 

Minneapolis, she and her children were forced out of the neighborhood in 2017 due to 

gentrification. According to focus group member, numerous other long-time residents, many of 

them Somali-Americans who pay on average around $800 per month for a modest two-bedroom, 

one-bath unit are living at or below the poverty line Often, income from two or more jobs is still 

so low that this population is effectively being priced out of Ward 6 neighborhoods. Some 

residents make $12 per hour as full-time factory workers, and some have additional jobs, adding 

another 15 to 30 hours on top of a 40-hour work week. The economy in the neighborhood is only 

improving for some within the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood. While real estate and apartment 

prices rise, incomes stay the same, meaning that Somali-American residents find themselves 

among the ranks of the working povert.  
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Literature Review  

Recent Gentrification Trends in the United States  

The overarching goal of national economic development and urban growth is the 

sustained improvement of citizens’ standard of living, together with opportunities for upward 

mobility and security from external threats, with a focus on bettering the quality of life for all 

people.”3 For instance, the World Economic Forum indicates that the ultimate goal of economic 

development is sustained improvement of living standards and is “a concept that incorporates 

wage and non-wage income, including all economic opportunity, security and quality of life. And 

the development of depressed neighborhoods”4 The economic development of depressed 

neighborhoods is consistent with this objective. However, it is problematic when this 

development displaces lower-income residents, and the circumvention of potential economic 

improvement for those populations is a potential negative by-product of gentrification. 

According to the legal definition provided by Black’s Law Dictionary, gentrification is “a term 

used in land development to describe a trend whereby previously underdeveloped areas become 

revitalized as persons of comparative affluence invest in homes that involves the purchase, and 

begin to upgrade the neighborhood economically.”5 For example, research has shown and 

demonstrates how gentrification and urbanization displaces certain communities, this research 

paper addresses why Somali-Americans choose to stay in neighborhoods that are experiencing 

gentrification.   

 

3 World Economic Forum, “The Inclusive Growth and Development Report,” (Geneva: World  

Economic Forum, 2017),  

4 . World Economic Forum, “The Inclusive Growth and Development Report,” (Geneva: 

World Economic Forum, 2017), 4.  

5 . Black’s Law Dictionary (St. Paul, MN: West Publishing Co., 1990), 657.  
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Although this definition of gentrification connotes a benign and even beneficial process 

of economic development, critics contend that gentrification processes have seen many 

lowerincome Americans displaced from neighborhoods that were historically home to vibrant 

minority communities. Moreover, processes of gentrification have emerged in cities across the 

country,  

  
and a growing body of evidence indicates that lower-income residents are being targeted by land 

developers whose intent is to gain profits through the gentrification of depressed neighborhoods.6 

In recent years we are detecting a a similar trend that are taking place in other countries around 

the world, gentrification has become especially pronounced in the United States over the past 

decade.7  

The concept of gentrification that is most relevant to this research emerged during the 

latter half of the twentieth century, early tenth and final century of the 2nd millennium, and refers 

to the use of urban renewal to revitalize economically depressed communities.8 Since the 1960s, 

gentrification in some North American cities has accelerated, garnering increasing focus from 

critics who maintain that the process invariably disadvantages lower-income residents. A 

growing body of scholarship on the topic has explored the phenomenon whereby this population 

 

6 . Susan J. Harden, Ennis Davis, and Lisandro Orozco, “It’s Complicated: Placemaking 

and Gentrification” (presentation, 2018 National Planning Conference, New Orleans, LA, April 

23, 2018), 3, www.planning.org/events/nationalconferenceactivity/9140536/.  

7 . Michael Janoschka, Jorge Sequera, and Luis Salinas, “Gentrification in Spain and Latin 

America — a Critical Dialogue,” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 38, no.  

4 (2013): 1234.  

8 . Elizabeth Kirkland, “What’s race got to do with it? Looking for the racial dimensions 

of gentrification,” The Western Journal of Black Studies 32, no. 2 (2008): 19.  
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is involuntarily displaced due to the lack of viable, low-cost housing available as gentrification 

drives rent increases.9 Indeed, some critics of gentrification maintain that the term  

“gentrification” is simply a more refined and less threatening way of referring to  

“displacement.”10 It is important to reference, however, that processes of gentrification vary  

  
based on geographic location, and it is thus important to consider the social, cultural, historical, 

and political context of the gentrifying neighborhoods.11 To provide background on the topic, the 

next section introduces the primary arguments in favor of and against gentrification.   

There is evidence to demonstrate that not all low-income minorities have been 

disadvantaged by gentrification, nor are all individuals/families displaced when areas undergo 

processes of gentrification. In fact, there are some cases in which the process has benefited 

minority residents of revitalized communities by improving area amenities, boosting local 

businesses, improving safety, and reducing crime.12 In some locations—including San Francisco, 

California, Portland, Oregon, and Brooklyn and the Bronx, New York—“mixed income 

communities” are considered “positive gentrification,” which means that public policy opens the 

 

9 . Ute Lehrer and Thorben Wieditz, “Condominium development and gentrification: The 

relationship between policies, building activities and socio-economic development in Toronto,” 

Canadian Journal of Urban Research 18, no. 1 (2009): 140.  

  

10 . Suleiman Osman, The Invention of Brownstone Brooklyn: Gentrification and the 

Search for Authenticity in Postwar New York (New York: Oxford University Press, 2009), 37.  

  

11 . Mark Davidson, “Spoiled Mixture: Where Does State-led `Positive’ Gentrification 

End?” Urban Studies 45, no. 12 (2008): 2385-405.  

  

12 . Mark L. Joseph, “Cityscape Mixed-Income Symposium Summary and Response: 

Implications for Antipoverty Policy,” Cityscape: A Journal of Policy Development and Research 15, 

no. 2 (2013): 215-22.   
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door for the private market and capital firms to develop low-income areas to attract higher 

income residents to live side-by-side with the initial community. This helps to deconcentrate 

poverty, disrupt poverty ghettos, and increase positive interactions across socioeconomic lines.13    

Despite this, there are numerous criticisms concerning gentrification. For instance,  

Chaskin and Joseph argue that conflicts around gentrification are “between integration and  

  
exclusion, use value and exchange value taking of one thing of value neighborhood and built 

environment; appropriation and control, poverty, health and social community development.”14   

  

Evaluations of gentrification involve subjective assessments, and the points of view that 

are advanced depend on who benefits and who is harmed. For investors and minority members in 

gentrifying communities who are sufficiently affluent to remain there, the process is inherently 

beneficial, because it improves the quality of life through the introduction of amenities that were 

previously unavailable, enhancing property values and attracting more investments in the 

process.   

However, as economic development improves the attractiveness of a previously 

marginalized area, there are distinct impacts on the initial population. Many low-income minority 

 

13 . Stuart Cameron, “Gentrification, housing redifferentiation and urban regeneration: 

‘going for growth’ in Newcastle upon Tyne,” Urban Studies 40, no. 12 (2003): 2367–82.  

14 . Robert J. Chaskin and Mark L. Joseph, “‘Positive’ Gentrification, Social Control and 

the ‘Right to the City’ in Mixed-Income Communities: Uses and Expectations of Space and 

Place,” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 37, no. 2 (2013): 480–502.   
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residents of gentrifying communities are unable to afford the skyrocketing mortgages and rents 

that result, which forces them to search for another affordable location, even if it means 

relocating to a community with inferior living conditions.15 Typically, this displacement occurs 

when poor, working-class areas of cities are developed and refurbished via an influx of 

investment from private capital, transforming previously unattractive neighborhoods for 

middleclass renters and home buyers and triggering an “exodus” of original inhabitants.16 Since 

the “exodus” from affected communities is typically composed of lower-income minority 

members, and the influx of new inhabitants is generally white and middle-class, the process of  

  
gentrification also involves fundamental changes in the socio-demographic characteristics of 

targeted communities.17  

Thus, many commentators agree that current trends of gentrification negatively affect 

low-income minority communities. It is hard to spot a specific motivation behind these 

processes, as gentrification is driven by the private sector. A lack of protection through laws 

including rent ceilings or community measures such as land trusts18 accelerates the displacement 

process. Moreover, gentrification disburses previously concentrated minority populations to other 

locations, where they are less visible and therefore less influential in the political sphere.19 Yet 

 

15 . Lance Freeman, There Goes the ‘Hood: Views of Gentrification from the Ground Up. 

(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2006), 122.  

16 . Micahel T. Maly, Beyond Segregation: Multiracial and Multiethnic Neighborhoods in 

the United States (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2005), 240-41.  

17 . Dana F. Keene, Mark B. Padilla, and Arline T. Geronimus, “Leaving Chicago for 

Iowa’s ‘fields of opportunity’: Community dispossession, rootlessness, and the quest for 

somewhere to ‘be OK,’” Human Organization 69, no. 3 (2010): 276.  

18 . David Madden and Peter Marcuse, In Defense of Housing (New York: Verso, 2016).   

19 . David P. Varady, “There goes the ‘Hood: Views of Gentrification from the Ground 

Up,” The Town Planning Review 78, no. 4 (2007): 544.  
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another problem arises when government officials are either complicit in or ignorant of the 

machinations of investors who seek to achieve these types of outcomes at the expense of 

lowerincome minority members who lack the resources or expertise necessary to “fight city 

hall.” The role of race and power within decision-making about development leads some critics 

to point to  

“white privilege” and regard gentrification as an effort by municipal policymakers to 

disempower local minority communities.20   

Even otherwise well-intentioned urban designers have been implicated in the 

gentrification debate, with some observers suggesting that the process ignores the long-term 

societal benefits of the target communities’ rich cultural offerings in favor of more immediate 

return on their investment. For instance, Dwyer emphasizes that “Many real estate developers, 

longing for profit, utilizing their rich network model of investors, to buy properties with the real  

  
promise of upgrading and revitalizing the community and improve housing conditions that 

benefit local residents. However, many real estate developers they ignore the fact that those 

displaced people and old buildings once constituted a community that, though poor and in 

decline, had cultural and individual value.”21   

  

Within the framework of this backdrop, low income residents from gentrifying 

neighborhoods across the county complain that the economic displacement process has been used 

to intentionally displace low-income folks from affordable and lower-cost housing option was 

 

20 . Varady, “There Goes the ‘Hood,” 544.  

21 . June Dwyer, “Reimagining the Ethnic Enclave: Gentrification, Rooted  

Cosmopolitanism, and Ernesto Quinonez’s ‘Chango’s Fire,’” MELUS 34, no. 2 (2009): 126.  
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available to them, and to replace those lower-cost housing option with more affluent, and often 

white, residents. For instance, Minneapolis-Saint Paul neighborhoods Cedar-Riverside and Ward 

6, the areas of focus for this study, are currently home to a large portion of SomaliAmerican 

immigrants, and are undergoing processes of gentrification, as discussed in the next section.   

Somali Populations in Minneapolis-Saint Paul Neighborhoods  

As addressed in the introduction, most of the 25,000 Somali immigrants in Minnesota 

live in Minneapolis, representing the largest concentrated population of Somalis in the nation and 

the largest outside of Africa.22 While it is interesting that this many immigrants who hail from a 

country where the climate is consistently hot and humid found themselves in a state where the 

climate is so dramatically different, the people of Minnesota in general, and Minneapolis-Saint 

Paul in particular, have a long tradition of welcoming newcomers, regardless of their points of  

  
origin.23 This welcoming attitude has resulted in a steady influx of refugees fleeing the political 

and military turmoil that has wracked their country for decades. As a result, Minneapolis’s Ward 

6 district is characterized by a large population of Somali immigrants, as shown in Figure 2.  

  

 

22 . Cumming, “Remittances Cut, Somalia & U.S. Politicians Demand Action,” 37.  

23 . Eric Boehm, “Nothing Good to Eat? Blame Immigration Restrictions,” Reason 49, no. 

7 (2017): 39.  



11  

  

Figure 2. Typical Cedar-Riverside neighborhood demographics in Minneapolis. Source: Star 

Tribune.   

  

This exodus from Somalia to Minneapolis began in the early 1990s, when the U.S.  

government agreed to accept refugees from the country following the collapse of Somalia’s 

government during a bloody civil war that claimed the lives of hundreds of thousands of civilians 

and caused the displacement of millions of Somalis.24 This migration was fueled by expansion in 

Minnesota’s manufacturing, meat-packing, and processing industries, which drew many Somali 

immigrants who would work for minimal wages. The meat-packing industry—an important 

provider of entry-level opportunities for low-skilled workers and new immigrants to the  

  
country—was ideal for Somali immigrants. In time, Somali-immigrants designed and formed 

tight-knit communities where many succeeded as small business owners in a variety of service 

industries throughout Minnesota. In this, Minnesota appears to be a welcoming state for 

immigrants, with concentrations of Somali immigrants evident in certain areas. Although other 

 

24 . Ibid., 40.  
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parts of the state—including Mankato, Owatonna, Rochester, and Saint Cloud—also have 

pockets of Somali immigrants, the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood, which is located between the 

University of Minnesota’s main campus, the Mississippi River, and downtown Minneapolis, has 

been the destination for the vast majority of these immigrants.25  

Somali immigrants often settle in localized areas in order to live close to each other, 

feeling more secure and at ease when surrounded by other Somali immigrants and other 

immigrants from around the world. Tight-knit immigrant communities are also able to pool 

resources; for example, the presence of dense communities of Somali immigrants in apartment 

blocks means cars can be shared when an immigrant does not own a vehicle but needs a ride to a 

grocery store or hospital. This is an important need because nearly 45% of Cedar-Riverside 

residents do not own a vehicle.26  

The idea to want to live in close proximity to one’s cultural group offers one explanation 

for the high concentrations of Somali immigrant populations in Minnesota. Other explanations 

include the availability of low-wage, less desirable, and sometimes risky jobs. For example. 

Immigrants without college education are often unable to access higher-wage jobs and are thus 

less affluent and socially mobile than native populations.   

  
In spite of the differences of culture, religion, language, and social customs, significant 

numbers of Somalis who have flocked to Minneapolis over the past 25 years have trained and 

educated themselves, secured meaningful employment, and established small but thriving 

 

25 . Ibid., 41.  

26 . “Cedar-Riverside neighborhood,” Minnesota Compass, accessed April 1, 2018, 

https://www.mncompass.org/profiles/neighborhoods/minneapolis/cedar-riverside.  
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businesses. Despite the success of many Somalis in Minnesota, a large majority still struggle 

economically. Nevertheless, the immigrant population has generally been well received by the 

larger, mainstream Minneapolis population. What is especially noteworthy about the Somali 

population in Minneapolis, though, is just how well these individuals have succeeded in 

overcoming challenges to become hard-working, contributing, and motivated members of 

Minnesota society.   

Despite this, the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood faces numerous social problems, 

including a higher a crime rate than that found throughout Minneapolis in general. Further, the 

unemployment rate for the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood (about 13%) remains twice as high as 

that of the city as a whole.27 Most recently, as this research demonstrates, Somali immigrant 

areas face a process of gentrification similar to that experienced by millions of similarly situated 

lower-income urban residents throughout the United States, most of whom are minority 

members.   

Gentrification in Cedar-Riverside  

While gentrification has affected other neighborhoods throughout Minneapolis, the issue 

is especially pronounced in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood, because it has been the 

destination of choice for many Somali immigrants. According to Belz: “Minneapolis and Saint 

Paul have both gentrified considerably over the past fifteen years, with rent outpacing income 

and more wealthy people attracted to the center of Minneapolis and nearby neighborhoods, and  

  
blocks along the Green Line in Saint Paul.”28 The Minnesota Daily has also indicated that recent 

development connected with the expansion of the Green Line light-rail is steadily improving the 

 

27 . Boehm, “Nothing Good to Eat,” 41.  

28 . “Gentrification Accelerates in Minneapolis and St. Paul.”  
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neighborhood’s attractiveness to developers and, along with it, the potential to force out 

immigrant business owners as rents increase.29 With regard to these developments, the  

Minnesota Post indicates that only 21% of proposed and constructed housing is classed as  

“affordable,” demonstrating an immediate shift in what is accessible to low-income Cedar- 

Riverside populations.30   

While the media has recorded the development connected with gentrification, the issue of 

whether the phenomenon is actually occurring is a complex one. This paper will present an 

analysis of key economic statistics to quantify the argument that gentrification is indeed 

occurring in Cedar-Riverside, and combine this analysis with the voices of the local population to 

comment on its impact on the Somali community there. Based on media reports, 

SomaliAmerican families who withstand the gentrification process and stay in Ward 6 may find 

themselves economically and publicly marginalized.    

These trends are especially troubling given the otherwise vibrant and thriving cultural life 

in “Little Mogadishu.” Moreover, some of the younger Somalis in Cedar-Riverside have lived 

there for all or most of their lives, and have strong ties to the community. For example, according 

to one Somali resident in Cedar-Riverside: “We have so much history here. We were raised in  

  

 

29 . Kelsey Shirriff, “Debating the right use for ‘Lot A’: Residents are concerned about 

gentrification in Cedar-Riverside” The Minnesota Daily, last modified March 28, 2013, 

https://www.tcdailyplanet.net/debating-right-use-lot-residents-are-concerned-aboutgentrification-cedar-

riverside/.   

30 . Marlys Harris, “Tracking the Green Line: Will urban renewal by transit turn into poorpeople 

removal?” Minnesota Post, last modified May 16, 2014, 

https://www.minnpost.com/cityscape/2014/05/tracking-green-line-will-urban-renewal-transitturn-poor-

people-removal.  
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this neighborhood.”31 Likewise, Michael Tolan, an official with the Preservation Alliance of 

Minnesota, suggests that the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood is a natural cultural enclave given its 

geographic organization and proximity to the rest of the city. On this subject, Tolan expression 

indicates that: “separated from the rest of Minneapolis by the Mississippi River and two 

freeways, Tolan suggested the neighborhood operates like a self-sustaining village.”32  

Notwithstanding these strong cultural ties and community factors, though, the residents of 

Little Mogadishu are increasingly confronted with the same gentrification trends that have been 

reshaping the American urban landscape in recent years, and many residents are left wondering 

what will become of them once their neighborhoods become too expensive. In order to gain fresh 

insights concerning Somali-Americans’ views about gentrification and its effect on them and 

their families, this research project surveyed a number of Cedar-Riverside neighborhood 

residents. After providing a detailed description of the research methodology, this chapter will 

address the results of this survey.   

Economic and Demographic Indicators in Ward 6  

To understand the data collected, this section first considers relevant key economic and 

demographic indicators to provide evidence of gentrification in Minneapolis Ward 6 

neighborhoods, including Cedar-Riverside. This analysis includes a wide range of metrics 

associated with gentrification and economic displacement for the period from 2000-2010, 

including income levels, racial transition, poverty, displacement, home ownership, house values, 

rents, and affordability of the housing stock.  

  

 

31 . Shah, “Go Inside.” 

32. Ibid.  
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The results of a 2011 study of the Cedar-Riverside community by Berg, Keynan, 

Laskowske, and Lawson33 confirms that residents are marginalized in a number of ways that 

affect their ability to secure and maintain affordable housing. For instance, Berg et al. sums up 

the argument and draws a conclusion, and the report finds that the [Cedar-Riverside] 

neighborhood is the most-diverse neighborhood and has the largest immigrant and youth 

populations. in Minneapolis. According to report, Cedar-Riverside has high unemployment rates, 

lower educational attainment, and a majority of the population living in poverty.”34   

  

A further breakdown of relevant key metrics reflecting the gentrification and economic 

displacement trends that have characterized the Cedar-Riverside community during the period 

from 2000 to 2010 is provided below.  

  

Area of Study  

The Cedar and Riverside neighborhood, also known as the West Bank, or simply little 

Mogadishu, the neighborhood is named “after the crossroads of the two main avenues of the 

neighborhood, Cedar and Riverside: Its boundaries are the Mississippi River which runs on the 

east side, Minnehaha Parkway on the west side of the river, Interstate 35W on the west side, and 

Interstate 94 on the south side.”32  

  
33. Cassandra Berg et al., Workforce Development in Cedar-Riverside: Challenges and 

Opportunities (The University of Minnesota Digital Conservancy, 2012).  

34.  

 

32 https://archives.huduser.gov/healthycommunities/indicator-breakdown/146135.html  
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https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/11299/123919/Berg_Workforce%20Development 
%20in%20Cedar%20Riverside%20Challenges%20and%20Opportunites.pdf;sequence=1 Ibid.,  

5.  

Cedar-Riverside features a community center, a number of parks, dozens of shops and 

libraries, and numerous bars and restaurants featuring ethnic cuisine; in addition, the 

neighborhood also includes the 1,303-unit affordable housing complex, Riverside Plaza.36 

CedarRiverside also hosts a K-8 community school, the Cedar-Riverside Community School, the  

University of Minnesota (West Bank), St. Catherine University, Stonebridge Community School, 

Noble Academy, Southside Family Charter School, and the West Bank School of Music.33  

  

  

Figure 3. Area of study. Source: Open Data Minneapolis, City of Minneapolis.  

  

  

 

33 https://www.mpls81.com/neighborhood-tour-recaps/cedar-riverside-neighborhood-tour  
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The Berg et al. study also included a focus group of Cedar-Riverside residents, who were 

asked what they viewed as their major impediments to securing meaningful employment. The  

  
36. “Cedar-Riverside Neighborhood.”  

following factors were identified as the most challenging: language barriers, lack of basic 

computer and technology skills, lack of job experience, lack of resume, transportation 

difficulties, and greater competition for jobs in the struggling economy.34 These findings 

underscore the need for community-level job training programs and incentives for local 

employers to hire disadvantaged residents. One of the major factors that exacerbates the 

persistent high unemployment rate in Cedar-Riverside is the lack of employment opportunities 

within Ward 6, with large numbers of workers being forced to commute long distances to 

Minneapolis suburbs, including Lakeville, Edina, Eden Prairie, and Burnsville, if and when 

public transportation is available. These issues exacerbate the gentrification process as it 

becomes more economically beneficial for communities to leave areas when employment is high 

and job opportunities are low, coupled with long travel to potential jobs.   

Taken together, the problems facing the residents of Cedar-Riverside are severe and 

multifaceted, and many residents are forced to leave the area. This, however, ignores the reality 

of the values and ethics held by the residents of this community and their resilience. It also 

ignores that this community has opportunities to live in government subsidized housing in the 

area, and does not account for the resources that emerge when the community comes together to 

support one another. Indeed, the Cedar-Riverside community can be regarded as a living human 

resource that only needs some assistance to attain the work experience and skills necessary to 

compete in the twenty-first-century marketplace.  

 

34 . “Cedar-Riverside Neighborhood.”  
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Research Methodology  

Research Design  

  
This study draws on the review of the relevant secondary literature, together with primary 

data obtained from a focus group, which is presented later in this section. In addition, I have 

developed summaries of the structured interviews conducted with several prominent 

SomaliAmerican civic leaders, national politicians, and statesmen concerning their 

recommendations for addressing the problems associated with gentrification and economic 

displacement in the  

Cedar-Riverside community.   

Data Collection  

I recruited the focus group members from the population of local medium- and long-term 

(i.e., more than five years) Somali residents in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood through word 

of mouth sampling. The diverse focus group of people was conducted at a local conference room, 

with the permission of its owners. A total of twenty-one participants were recruited and 

participated in the two-hour focus group.  

In addition to the focus group findings, I used geographic information survey (GIS) maps 

using various socio-demographic overlays to highlight the relatively lower income levels and 

higher unemployment rates for the Cedar-Riverside community. Furthermore, the research paper 

presents a summary of the research in the concluding chapter, together with recommendations 

based on these findings concerning future gentrification plans for this community. Finally, the 

results of the face-to-face and telephone interviews with prominent Somali-American civic 

leaders, national politicians, and statesmen are introduced and summarized.  
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Research Findings  

Findings Part 1: Existing Conditions   

Today, the Cedar-Riverside area is home to 8,000 residents—including the nation’s 

largest Somali diaspora—according to the Star Tribune. 35Even for those who do not live there, 

the place has become a symbol for the Minnesota Somali community. “It has become the place 

where people congregate36,” said Mohamud Noor, who lives next door to the iconic Riverside 

Plaza towers. “You get a sense of belonging. You don’t feel as if you’re an outsider. Everything 

that connects to the community happens here.”37 These strong cultural ties have been further 

reinforced by some members of the community coming together to create social centers 

specifically intended to promote a sense of camaraderie and inclusiveness among the Somali 

residents of the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood.   

Affordability of Housing   

In 2011, there were 3,116 total housing units in Cedar-Riverside, accounting for 1.7% of 

the total housing units in Minneapolis. Of these, 2,852 were cost-burdened households, which are 

defined as those paying 30% or more of their gross income for housing, property tax, and home 

insurance payments. This definition of housing affordability is officially recognized by the 

housing industry. The housing costs for homeowners in this analysis include real estate property 

taxes, mortgages, and utilities; the housing costs for renters include rent, utilities, and fuel in 

those cases where the renters are required to pay these fees.38  

 

35 https://www.startribune.com/inside-little-mogadishu-no-one-is-an-outcast/414876214/  

36 https://www.startribune.com/inside-little-mogadishu-no-one-is-an-outcast/414876214/  

37 . Ibid.   

38 . “Cedar-Riverside profile.”  
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Income Levels  

  In 2011, the median household income for all Cedar-Riverside residents was $18,543 

compared to $45,625 for Minneapolis, placing half (50.1%) of Cedar-Riverside residents below  

  
poverty level.39 By 2017, the median household income for all Cedar-Riverside residents 

increased slightly to $19,214, compared to $58,323 for Minneapolis.    

 

39 . “Cedar-Riverside profile,” Minnesota Compass, accessed April 1, 2018, 

http://www.mncompass.org/_pdfs/neighborhood-profiles/Minneapolis-CedarRiverside102011.pdf.  
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Figure 4. Percentage of people below the poverty level. Source: U.S. Census Bureau,   

Census 2010 Decennial Census.40   

  

Racial Transition  

  In 2011, the racial breakdown of the Cedar-Riverside community showed that 37.1% of 

the residents were white, 45% were black or African American, 10.9% were American Indian or 

Alaska Natives, 3.4% were Hispanic or Latino, and 3.0% reported two or more races or another 

unlisted race. By 2016, 35% of the Cedar-Riverside community was white, 48% was black or 

African American, 3% was Hispanic or Latino, and 4% reported two or more races.41Over half of 

the population in the Cedar-Riverside area was African American/Somali by 2016. These trends 

suggest that there has been a minor increase (around 3%) for blacks or African Americans in the  

 

40 . The Cedar-Riverside neighborhood’s percentage of people living below the poverty 

level is 40.6-76.4%.  

41 . “Cedar-Riverside neighborhood”.  
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Cedar-Riverside community, a percentage that was almost precisely offset by a corresponding 

decline in the number of white residents.  

  

  

Figure 5. Percentage of people of color by census. Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census  2010 
Decennial Census.42   

  

 

42 . The percentage of people living under the poverty line directly correlates with the 

racial demographics in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood.   
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Unemployment  

  In 2011, the unemployment rate in Cedar-Riverside was 10%, compared to 7% for 

Minneapolis (Figure 6). By 2017, however, the unemployment rate had increased to 11%, 

compared to just 6.8% for Minneapolis.  

  

  

  

Figure 6. Employment status for Cedar-Riverside population 16 years and over, 2011.  Source: 

Berg et al., “Workforce Development,” 12.    

  

  

Rents  

  The median monthly rent in Cedar-Riverside in 2011 was $433 compared to $761 for 

Minneapolis, a 56.8% difference.43 By 2017, the median monthly rent in Cedar-Riverside 

increased to $538 versus $920 for Minneapolis, representing a 58.4% difference and an increase 

 

43 . “Cedar-Riverside profile.”  
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of 16% from 2011 to 2017.44 In Figure 7, the neighborhoods in yellow represent areas where the 

change in median rent from 2000-2010 was above 35%. The Cedar-Riverside neighborhood falls 

in the yellow.   

  

  

  

Figure 7. Change in median rent from 2000-2010 compared to Minneapolis city median.  Source: 
U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 2010, American Community Survey- 2010, Decennial 

Census- 2000.  

  

  

    

 

44 . “Cedar-Riverside neighborhood.”  
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Figure 8: “income spent on rent” from 2000-2010. Source: U.S.   

Census Bureau, Decennial Census- 2010, American Community Survey-2010, Decennial 

Census-2000.  

  

Findings Part 2: Focus group findings  

  The key findings that emerged from the 21 participants in the focus group are 

summarized below. It is important to note that some of the focus group members responded to 

questions, while others either did not contribute or agreed with a previous statement; therefore, 

the totals below do not always add up to 21.  

    

Table 1. Cedar-Riverside focus group results.  
1. What are the community areas(s) in which you have most actively been involved/ participating?                                
Count  

 
 Participant in the Cedar-Riverside Neighborhood Revitalization program   1  
 Volunteer at middle school   4  
 Member of the West Bank Community Coalition   3  

2. How has the neighborhood changed since you first moved? And, how have these changes affected you and your   

household?  
 More expensive  5  
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 Scarce affordable housing  7  
 Fewer local jobs  5  
 There is more underemployment and less disposable income available now  3  
 The neighborhood has tried to stay culturally relevant in spite of the hardships, resulting in stronger family bonds   3  

3. Have you seen any changes in the community in terms of a new investment/urban development over the past 

three to five to ten years? How have these changes affected you and your household?  
  

There seems to be more public-private sector interest in neighborhood revitalization efforts to preserve existing affordable 

housing   
2  

Many residents want to help but do not know how  1  
Most new investments seem to have been directed at building or refurbishing existing houses into more upscale housing 

that is beyond the financial reach of many Cedar-Riverside residents   
5  

Some small business owners such as restaurants and bars are making an effort to respond to the gentrification process by 

providing live entertainment and discounts for residents   
1  

The new community housing projects are still unaffordable for far too many residents   2  
This community needs investments in educational resources, especially for younger learners   3  

4. How has the neighborhood changed in the last five or six years? How have these changes affected you and your 

family/community?    
  

Panhandlers have become more aggressive in recent years and even threatening in some cases   1  
The new sidewalks and public spaces were a major improvement   8  
The Green Line light rail service has helped many residents secure better employment in other parts of the city.  0  
There are more food carts serving Somali dishes now and these are highly popular among residents and visitors alike   3  
There are some signs that things are improving   7  

5. What kind of impacts have these changes or new investment/urban development had on the quality of lives for 

you and your family?  
  

Many new investments in housing have ignored the needs of low-income families   7  
Somali-American residents lack an active voice in zoning decisions   1  
6. Have these changes or new investment/ urban housing development displaced you and your family, or other 

Somali-American immigrant residents who have had to move out of the community area?    
  

Yes  12  
We have been forced to move once due to higher rents  3  
We have been forced to move two or more times due to higher rents  4  
One family member has been forced to relocate to less expensive housing  2  
Two or more family members have been forced to relocate to less expensive housing  3  
No  9  
There are more neighborhood cultural events now which have helped to solidify the sense of community among Cedar- 
Riverside Somali-American residents   

2  

Although there are some more jobs available now, far too many of them are minimum wage and/or do not use workers’ full 

range of skills   
3  

7. Do you think Somali-American immigrants and low-income resident groups have been affected more or less than 

other groups?  If yes, how have these Somali immigrant residents been affected differently?   
  

 Most Somali-Americans in Cedar-Riverside do not want a hand out but rather a hand up   1  
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Figure 9.  Focus group Source:   

  

Findings Part 3: GIS Data   

The map in Figure 10 pulls from U.S. Census Bureau49, Decennial Census-201050,  

American Community Survey-201051, Decennial Census-200052 to explore the degree to which  

  
49   
50   
51   
52   



30  

Cedar-Riverside residents will be affected by gentrification. From this analysis of educational 

attainment, race, income, rent, and housing stock, Cedar-Riverside ranks in the highest category 

for displacement risk due to gentrification.  

  

Figure 10: Displacement risk map for Minneapolis. Source: U.S. Census Bureau,   

Decennial Census-2010, American Community Survey-2010, Decennial Census-2000.  

  

  

Findings Part 4: Structured Interview Results   

The following summaries were developed during interviews with Cedar-Riverside 

community leaders concerning the topic of gentrification and economic displacement. These 

empirical observations from long-term community leaders provide a useful framework in which 

to formulate recommendations for local residents. In an interview in Virginia with the current 

prime minister of the Federal Republic of Somalia, conducted the day after he addressed the 
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general debate of the 72nd Session of the General Assembly of the UN (New York, September 

19-25, 2017), we discussed policy recommendations for the gentrification and economic 

displacement of Somali-American communities. He mentioned two different strategies that could 

help mitigate the adverse effects of gentrification on Somali-American communities: 1) 

neighborhood growth programs, and 2) better affordable housing strategies. The prime minister 

recommended the use of neighborhood development programs to assist minority and 

SomaliAmerican immigrants to stay in their homes and neighborhoods. He suggested the 

improvement of neighborhood livability and work to ensure that new development and 

neighborhood growth does not excessively impact on current low-income Somali-American 

immigrant residents. In terms of a housing strategy, he proposed implementing a citywide 

housing strategy, establishing new home ownership opportunities in low-income areas, and 

addressing equity initiatives for low-income and immigrant residents.  

My second interview was with Warfa a member of the Somali parliament, who formerly 

resided in Cedar-Riverside and was previously a candidate for the Minnesota legislature.45 I 

posed the same questions concerning policy suggestions and recommendations for gentrification 

and economic displacement. He offered two proposals: 1) improve local education and economic 

growth initiatives, and 2) ensure inclusive decision-making practices are in place. According to 

this individual, the harm of gentrification in Cedar-Riverside is noticeable and measurable in 

terms of the displacement of Somali-American immigrant individuals to less desirable locations 

in southern Minnesota. The use of neighborhood-based, high-quality education, living wage jobs,  

 

45 . Jon Collins, “Strong showing by Sadik Warfa in SD61 DFL race,” Minnesota 

Independent, last modified September 15, 2011, https://www.tcdailyplanet.net/strong-showingsadik-

warfa-sd61-dfl-race/.  
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safe districts, basic services, cheap and efficient public transit, parks and green spaces, and cheap 

housing options would all allow these groups to stay in their homes and neighborhoods. This 

individual also recommended ensuring that inclusive decision-making practices are in place and 

expanding community-based leadership training programs to build community organizing 

capacity.   

My next interview was conducted via telephone with Abdi Warsame, a Somali-American 

politician and community leader in Minneapolis. According to his Wikipedia page, Warsame 

moved to London as an asylum seeker, and then immigrated to Minnesota in 2006.46 In  

November 2013, he was elected to the Minneapolis City Council, becoming the first 

SomaliAmerican to do so.47  In terms of policy suggestions and recommendations for economic 

displacement, he recommended that mechanisms be provided for low-income residents to remain 

in their homes. Such programs, like the Cedar-Riverside Partnership, currently help low-income 

Somali-American immigrants stay in their homes: “Cedar-Riverside Partnership is a public 

private partnership in Minneapolis committed to investing in the sustainable growth and 

development of the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood of Minneapolis.” 48 He also supports the 

Section 8 ordinance, which prohibits discrimination against Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher 

holders and an ordinance that requires landlords to accept tenants with Section 8 vouchers.49 A 

 

46 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdi_Warsame  

47 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdi_Warsame  

48 . “Home,” Cedar Riverside Partnership, accessed May 04, 2018, 

http://www.cedarriversidepartnership.org/.  

49 . William Bornhoft, “Minneapolis Lawmakers Pass Controversial Housing Ordinance,” 

Patch, last modified March 24, 2017, https://patch.com/minnesota/southwestminneapolis/ minneapolis-

lawmakers-pass-controversial-housing-ordinance  
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large number of immigrants, including Somali-Americans, occupying the city’s rental units 

would be impacted by the ordinance. There are nearly 5,000 Housing Choice Voucher holders in  

  
the city, and an additional 1,500 families on the waiting list. This includes disproportionately of 

people of color (94%), women (77%), people with disabilities (39%), and children (53%).50  

In another interview with an individual who holds a seat on the Parks and Recreation 

Board in Minneapolis, I received similar responses in terms of housing and avoiding the negative 

effects of gentrification. His recommendations for Cedar-Riverside include preserving and 

expanding affordable housing as Minneapolis has eliminated significant amounts of public 

housing over the past decades and there is a growing shortage of affordable housing, especially 

in the city’s gentrifying neighborhoods. Therefore, as my interviewee suggested, CedarRiverside 

should adopt a program like rental assistance to ensure safe rental housing for eligible low-

income and immigrant families, and to provide a range of housing options, from small, single-

family houses to mixed-use apartments for immigrant families. He also suggested holding 

developers accountable and requiring them to set aside a certain percentage of their stock as 

affordable housing. For instance, he suggested providing developers with incentives, on the 

condition that their development include a specified percentage of affordable housing units. 

These incentives could include waiving the zoning ordinance, height restriction, or the gross 

square footage requirement for expansion. He also recommended providing low-income housing 

choice vouchers to Somali immigrant households in Minneapolis. Without these kinds of 

assistance programs, the affordability crisis in Minneapolis-Saint Paul will worsen, and Somali 

 

50 . Ibid.   
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immigrants will likely face a higher rent weight in a tight housing market, particularly in 

gentrifying neighborhoods in south Minneapolis.   

The last interview I conducted via telephone was with Rebecca Noecker a Ward 2  

Councilmember who founded West Siders for Strong Schools, a neighborhood group dedicated  

  
to promoting excellent public schools on the West Side.51 She also served on the Saint Paul 

Planning Commission and the board of the West Side Community Organization. In early 2015, 

she was elected the “first woman to represent Ward 2 on the Saint Paul City Council”52, which 

includes the neighborhoods of West 7th Street, Summit Hill, the West Side, Lowertown,  

Railroad Island, and the Downtown business district in Saint Paul, Minnesota.53   

This councilmember’s priorities are equity as a Ward 2 on the Saint Paul City led 

economic development strategies, which includes economic development, and creating 

opportunities for young people.54 The following are her recommendations for the CedarRiverside 

community’s needs: 1) Inclusionary planning: The current housing market is weak, and the 

community lacks a detailed gentrification plan, which has contributed to increased displacement; 

2) Different strategies for different neighborhoods: St. Paul is dealing with different problems 

than Minneapolis. St. Paul is essentially segregated; some neighborhoods are rich and other 

neighborhoods are poor. Downtown St. Paul is becoming residential as Baby boomers are 

moving in, and there are more residential spaces in the city center. As a result, downtown is no 

longer affordable and local artists are already being displaced; 3) Build more affordable housing 

 

51 https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/city-council/ward-2  

52 https://saintpaulrepublicans-mngop.com/saint-paul-city-government/  

53 https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/city-council/ward-2  

54 https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/city-council/ward-2  
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and apartments: The city of Saint Paul is building a new, affordable housing building in its 

downtown, but far more are needed; 4) Low-income housing tax credits: Credits provide a 

reduction or discount in federal tax liability to owners of qualified and eligible lowincome 

housing for development; 5) Housing code enforcement and implementation: Housing codes 

need to be enforced to preserve the housing supply and to prevent displacement of lowincome 

residents; 6) Affordable housing strategies: More sustainable units of transportation- 

  
efficient affordable housing on currently vacant land are needed to reduce market-wide housing 

pressures and support more low-income households in the future; 7) Mass activism and 

community establishments: Neighborhood organizations need to be organized to influence 

antigentrification legislation at the local level. To address the importance of public housing, the 

organization should partner with other social justice movements at local and state levels; and 8) 

Zoning relaxed and more incentives: Encourage better development of affordable rental housing 

for immigrant households and make more housing units affordable and available for all 

immigrants.  

In general, the public figures interviewed all agreed that gentrification is an issue 

affecting the Cedar-Riverside area. Their solutions to the grievances resulting from gentrification 

processes varied, but most responded that the need for affordable housing must be addressed. 

Potential solutions to inner-city affordable housing are also varied, including offering various 

developer incentives, alternative zoning laws, and increased community engagement. A few 

interviewees addressed economic issues including living-wages, affordable transportation, and 

anti-discrimination practices in housing. In sum, the issue and solutions regarding gentrification 

of the Cedar-Riverside area are multifaceted.   
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Recommendations   

  Based on my findings, the following eight-year comprehensive recommendations are 

provided concerning affordable housing for low-income residents of Cedar-Riverside:   

1. The city must appoint representatives from Cedar-Riverside and other communities 

affected by gentrification to city zoning boards;  

2. Developers and community organizers must ensure compliance with the city’s 

comprehensive zoning plan to revitalize cultural areas and ensure that it is done 

according to the spirit of the document as well as its strict interpretation; and  

3. The city needs to conduct public hearings on any revitalization plan targeting 

impoverished regions of the city to ensure that low-income minority residents are 

afforded the opportunity to present their views and opinions about the process.  

Neighborhood Development Programs  

In addition, some of the most relevant recommendations from the civic leaders and 

national politicians interviewed include using neighborhood development programs to assist  

Somali-American immigrants and other minorities to stay in their homes and neighborhoods.   

High Quality of Life  

The city of Minneapolis must provide residents with a high quality of life (improving 

economic, social, and environmental conditions), without the negative consequences of 

displacement, while working to ensure that new urban development and neighborhood growth 

does not excessively impact on current low-income and Somali-American immigrant residents. 

For example, it is important to ensure inclusion in decision-making and expanding 

communitybased education, leadership, and training programs to build community organizing 

capability and the capacity for people to engage in under-represented and underserved 

communities.   
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Cedar-Riverside Opportunity Center  

The city of Minneapolis must implement programs such as the Cedar-Riverside 

Opportunity Center to help low-income households, Somali-Americans, and other immigrants to 

stay in their homes; this is necessary to buffer the gentrification process.   

Affordable Housing  

The city of Minneapolis must require developers to set aside a certain percentage of 

affordable housing.   

Enforce Housing Codes  

The city of Minneapolis must enforce housing codes to preserve the housing supply and 

prevent displacement of immigrant and low-income residents. Building more energy-efficient 

affordable housing and transportation developments on vacant land, reducing market-wide 

housing pressures, and supporting more immigrant and low-income households in the future is 

also necessary to break the poverty cycle and produce affordable housing for immigrant 

households within the new market-rate.   

Improve the Employment Rate in Cedar-Riverside  

Furthermore, the recommendations developed by Berg et al. to improve the employment 

rate in Cedar-Riverside include: providing low-income youth and young adults with the 

opportunities for “post-secondary credentials that will allow Somali-American to enter and 

advance in career-track employment; working with employers in industry sectors important to 

the region’s economy; maximizing employers’ roles and commitment”; obtaining sustainable 

funding sources to establish workforce development services in the Adult Resource Center in 

Riverside Plaza; establishing collaboration between Cedar-Riverside Adult Education 

Collaborative and Emerge on job readiness workshops; maintaining a monthly updated website 

with employment and educational services available in the community; holding job training 
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programs and education programs; and convening neighborhood educational and language 

programs and work force programs providers into a cross-sector collaborative partnership, to 

improve the employment prospects of adults, youth in the neighborhood.55   

  
Existing community-based tools and resources that can facilitate the implementation of 

these planning recommendations include the West Bank Community Coalition, the Riverside 

Islamic Center, Confederation of Somali Community, African Development Center, Somali 

American Parent Association, and the Pillsbury United Communities. Further, it will be vitally 

important to ensure that the residents of Cedar-Riverside are afforded an active voice in an 

absolutely transparent process. The specific outcomes that are sought include improved 

relationships between the residents of Cedar-Riverside and the citizens of Minneapolis, as well as 

the identification of optimal strategies for this purpose.   

More broadly, the findings that emerge from the implementation of these planning 

recommendations can help other communities with large minority and immigrant populations in 

general—including those with significant percentages of Muslims such as St. Louis, Fairfax, 

Virginia, and Washington, D.C.—forge improved relationships between these immigrant groups 

and their mainstream populations. In addition, by improving the relationships between the 

residents of Cedar-Riverside and the larger Minneapolis population, these planning 

recommendations can also positively affect the growth and character of Minneapolis by raising 

awareness of the unique aspects of the Somalis’ vibrant culture and lively businesses, and 

heightening appreciation for their exotic foods and traditional lifestyles. These outcomes are 

 

55 . Berg et al., Workforce Development in Cedar-Riverside, 7; 15.  
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congruent with the city’s objectives to embrace its diverse population groups and celebrate their 

differences rather than focusing on them as a means of exclusion.  

All of these recommendations have associated financial and labor costs if they are to be 

implemented successfully and unless the processes of gentrification can be mitigated through 

city, state, and community organizing and fair housing practices, this community will likely 

continue to endure increased costs coupled with low working wages. This is a combination that 

has already forced many families out of their communities. Those who are able to stay likely 

pool resources together, have higher paying jobs, hold more than one job, or are recipients of 

assistance from community programs in the area.  

  

Conclusion  

Extant research has shown that gentrification involves different facets, and one major 

byproduct is the displacement of lower-income residents by more affluent members of the 

community. Typically, this occurs without regard to where those who are displaced are to live in 

the event they are unable to afford the higher rents and mortgages concomitant with the 

revitalization process. Although additional research, especially longitudinal work, is necessary in 

this area to determine with precision what happens to displaced residents, it is certain that far too 

many low-income, minority residents are left with few viable housing alternatives. Although 

Minnesota may be livable for most citizens, it is becoming an increasingly challenging place for 

marginalized residents such as the Somali-Americans of Little Mogadishu in Cedar-Riverside.   
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Appendix A: Questionnaire Survey (ENGLISH)  

This questionnaire is part of the Master thesis Design Research, by Abdullahi, Georgetown University.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---   

QUESTIONS FOR FOCUS GROUPS (ENGLISH VERSION)  
Focus Group interview for study on  

Impact of Economic Displacement in Minneapolis (with special attention on the Somali Immigrant Community).  
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INTRODUCTION: I am interested studying on Impact of Economic Displacement in Minneapolis with 

special attention on the Somali Immigrant Community. I would like to talk to you about your community 

and individuals and groups you know in the community that is affected by economic displacement.   

  

  

Let's Introduce Ourselves: You may share your name and where you from if you like, all the 

information I collect will be kept confidential, and will not be used in a way that would be trackable or 

identifiable to any person or individuals I am conducting.   

  

  
Questionnaire:   

   
1. What are the community and public areas(s) in which you have most dynamically been involved?  

  

  
2. How has the neighborhood changed since you first moved? And, how have these ups and downs 

affected you and your household?  

  

  

3. Have you seen any changes in the community in-terms of a new investment/ urban development over 

the past three to five to years? How have these ups and downs affected you and your household?  

  

  
4. How has the neighborhood changed in the last five or six years? How have these ups and downs 

affected you and your family/community?    

  

  
5. What kind of impacts have these ups and downs or new investment/ urban development had on the 

quality of lives for you and your family?   

  

  

6. Has these changes or new investment/ urban housing development displaced you and your family, or 

other Somali-American immigrant residents who have had to move out of the community area?   

   

If no, tell me more, how existing Somali-American immigrant residents benefited/ profited from these 

new investment and housing development?   

   

If yes, tell me more how existing Somali-American immigrant residents been displaced and where did 

they move out of the community?     

   

7. Do you think Somali-American immigrants and low-income residents have been impacted more or 

less than others residents in the area?  If yes, how have these Somali immigrants resident been 

affected differently?   

  

  

8. Do you have any additional comments, questions, or thoughts on the economic displacement 

issues/concern that we have been discussing?  
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Appendix B: Questionnaire Survey (SOMALI)   

QUESTIONS FOR FOCUS GROUPS (SOMNALI LANGUAGE VERSION)  
Kooxda Fokiska- wareysi ku saabsan daraasadda Saameynta Dhibaatada Barakac dhaqaale ee magaalda Minneapolis 

(oo si gaar ah loogu fiirsado Bulshada Soo-galootiga Soomaaliyeed)  

  

  
HORDHAC: Waxaan xiiseynayaa in aan wax ka barto Saameynta Dhibaatada Barakac dhaqaale ee 

Minneapolis iyada oo fiiro gaar ah u leh Bulshada Soo-galootiga Soomaaliyeed.Waxaan jeclaan lahaa 

inaan kaala hadlo bulshadaada iyo shakhsiyaadka iyo kooxaha aad ka ogtahay bulshada ay saameyn ku 

yeelatay barakaca dhaqaalaha.  

  

  

Aynu isbarano dhamaanteena: Waad la wadaagi kartaa magacaaga iyo meesha aad ka timid haddii aad 

jeceshahay, dhammaan macluumaadka aan soo uruurin doono waa qarsoodi, oo aan loo isticmaali doonin 

qaab u noqon karo dabagal ama la aqoonsan karo qof ama shakhsiyaad aan ku dhaqmo.  

  

  

su'aalo / Kooxda Fokiska:   
1. Maxay yihiin meelaha beesha ee aad si firfircoon uga qayb qaadatay / uga qaybqaadatay?  

  

  

2. Sidee ayaa isbeddelka xaafadda tan iyo markii ugu horeysay ee aad u soo guurtay ? Iyo, sidee ayay 

isbedeladaan saameyn ku yeesheen adiga iyo qoyskaaga?  

  

  

3. Miyaad aragtay isbeddel ku yimaada bulshada marka la eego maalgelinta cusub / horumarinta 

magaalooyinka marka loo eego saddexdii sano ama shanti sano ee ugu ee la soo dhaafay? Sidee 

isbeddeladani u saameeyeen adiga iyo qoyskaaga  

  

  
4. Sidee ayaa xaafadda loo badalay shantii ama lixdii sano ee la soo dhaafay? Sidee ayay isbedeladaan 

saameyn ku yeesheen adiga iyo qoyskaaga / bulshadaada?  

  

  

5. Saameyn noocee ah ayaa isbeddelladan ama maalgashiga cusub / horumarinta magaaladu -ku yeelatay 

tayada nolosha adiga iyo qoyskaaga?  

  

  
6. Isbeddeladan ama horumarinta guryaha maaliyadeed / cusub ee magaalooyinka maku barakacayeen 

adiga iyo qoyskaaga, ama kuwa kale ee soogalootiga Soomaalida ah ee Mareykanka ah ee ku khasbey 

in ay ka guuraan degaanka bulshada?  
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If no, tell me more, how existing Somali-American immigrant residents benefited/ profited from these 

new investment and housing development?   

  

  
Hadday maya tahay, i sii sheeg wax dheeraad ah, sida ay dadka soogalootiga ah ee Soomaalida ah ee  
Mareykanka ah- uga faa'iideysteen / ka faa'iideystay maalgashadaan cusub iyo horumarinta guriyeynta?  

  

  
Haddii haa tahay, i sii sheeg wax dheeraad ah, sida ay hadda yihiin dadka soogalootiga ah ee Soomaalida 

oo hada barakacay iyo xaggee bay ka baxeen ama ey u guureen ubulshada dhexdeeda ?  

   

7. Miyaad u maleyneysaa Soomaalida Ameerikaanka ah iyo kooxaha saboolka ah ayaa saameeyay in ka 
badan ama ka yar kooxaha kale loo geystay? Haddii ay haa tahay, Sidee bay noolaashadu waxyeelo u 

gashay?  

  

  
8. Ma haysataa wax faallooyin dheeraad ah, su'aalo, ama fikrado ku saabsan arimaha dhaqaalaha / 

walaaca ee aan ka wada hadalnay?  

Appendix C: Questionnaire Results   

 Figure 12: Focus Group Result  
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Figure 10: Cedar-Riverside focus group results  
1. What are the community and public areas(s) in which you have most dynamically been involved  
?                                                                                                   Count  

 A.  Participant in the Cedar-Riverside Neighborhood Revitalization program   1  

 Volunteer at middle school   4  

 Member of the Community Coalition   3  
2. How has the neighborhood changed since you first moved? And, how have these ups and downs affected 
you and your household?  

 A.  More expensive  5  

 Scarce affordable housing  7  

 Fewer local jobs  5  

 There is more underemployment and less disposable income available now  3  

The neighborhood has tried to stay culturally relevant in spite of the hardships, resulting in stronger family 3 bonds   
3. Have you seen any changes in the community in terms of a new investment/urban development over the 
past three to five to ten years? How have these ups and downs affected you and your household?  
A.  There seems to be more public-private sector interest in neighborhood revitalization efforts to  2 preserve 

existing affordable housing   
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 Many residents want to help but do not know how  1  

Most new investments seem to have been directed at building or refurbishing existing houses into more  5 upscale 

housing that is beyond the financial reach of many Cedar-Riverside residents   
Some small business owners such as restaurants and bars are making an effort to respond to the  1 gentrification 

process by providing live entertainment and discounts for residents   
The new community housing projects are still unaffordable for far too many residents  2 This community needs 

investments in educational resources, especially for younger learners  3  

4. How has the neighborhood changed in the last five or six years? How have these ups and downs affected 
you and your family/community?    

 A.  Panhandlers have become more aggressive in recent years and even threatening in some cases   1  

 The new sidewalks and public spaces were a major improvement   8  

The Green Line light rail service has helped many residents secure better employment in other parts of the 0 city.  
There are more food carts serving Somali dishes now and these are highly popular among residents and 3 visitors 

alike   
 There are some signs that things are improving   7  

5. What kind of influences have these variations or new investment/urban development had on the quality of 
lives for you and your family?   

 A.  Many new investments in housing have ignored the needs of low-income families   7  

 Somali -American residents lack an active voice in zoning decisions    1  

6. Have these new investment/ urban housing development displaced you and your family, or other 
SomaliAmerican immigrant occupants who have had to move out of the neighborhood area?    

 A.  Yes  12  

We have been forced to move once due to higher rents 3 We have been forced to move two or more times due to 

higher rents 4  

 One family member has been forced to relocate to less expensive housing  2  

 Two or more family members have been forced to relocate to less expensive housing  3  

 No  9  

There are more neighborhood cultural events now which have helped to solidify the sense of community  2 among 

Cedar-Riverside Somali-American residents   
Although there are some more jobs available now, far too many of them are minimum wage and/or do not  3 use 

workers’ full range of skills   
7. Do you think Somali-American immigrants and low-income resident have been impacted more or less 
than other resdients?  If yes, how have these Somali immigrant residents been affected differently?   

 A.  Most Somali-Americans in Cedar-Riverside do not want a hand out but rather a hand up   1  

  

  

  

Appendix D: Geography Information Survey  

(GIS) Maps   
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 Figure 24: (GIS) maps using various socio-demographic overlays are also presented to highlight 

the relatively lower income levels and higher unemployment rates for this community.  

  

Map 1: Area of study (Open Data Minneapolis, City of Minneapolis)  
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Map 2: Overlay of percentage of people of color above the Minneapolis mean; higher percentage of 

people below the poverty level than the Minneapolis mean (Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 

Decennial Census)  
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Map 3: Percentage of people of color by census tract (Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Decennial 
Census)  
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Map 4: Percentage of people below the poverty level (Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 
Decennial Census)  
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Map 5: Change in ‘Percent of income spent on rent’ from 2000-2010 (Source: U.S. Census Bureau,  

Decennial Census- 2010, American Community Survey-2010, Decennial Census-2000)  
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Map 6: Change in Median rent from 2000-2010 compared to Minneapolis city median (Source: U.S.  

Census Bureau, Deccenial Census 2010, American Community Survey- 2010, Decennial Census- 2000) 

Map 7: Gentrification risk map, combined factors of: income, percentage of housing stock built in the last 

20 years (Freeman, 2005), race, and change rent prices from the years 2000-2010. (Source: U.S. Census 

Bureau, Decennial Census- 2010, American Community Survey-2010, Decennial Census-2000)  

Appendix E1:  

Photos  
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Abdirahman Yusuf Hussein Aynte, former senior Advisor to the President of Somalia 

 

 

  

Picture 3: Hassan Khayre, the current Prime Minister of Somalia.  



54  

  

 

              Zulhasnan Rafique, the new Malaysian ambassador to the United States 
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 Somali ambassador to the united states: Ahmed Isse Awad 
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Ak hassan, a member of the City of Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, representing District 3 in 

Minnesota. 
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Ernesto Zedillo, former President of Mexico  
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Photo 7: Sadik Warfa, member of the Somali parliament  

  

  
  

 Melvin Carter, Mayor of St Paul and Council member Abdi Warsame, the Minneapolis City Council. 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

Appendix E2: Neighborhood Pictures   
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Photo 11: Kids playing basketball in the Cedar-riverside Apartments, Minneapolis, MN.  
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