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WELCOME

This report presents CIRS activities over the 
2020-2021 academic year, and highlights the 
institution’s three areas of focus: 

1. Regional Studies
2. Environmental Studies
3. Race & Society

© 2021 CIRS. All Rights Reserved.



About Georgetown University in Qatar (GU-Q)

About the Center for International and Regional Studies (CIRS)

About Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development

Established in 1789, Georgetown University is one of the world’s leading academic and 
research institutions, offering a unique educational experience that prepares the next 
generation of global citizens to lead and make a difference in the world. 

Georgetown University in Qatar (GU-Q), founded in 2005, empowers students and shapes 
the human capacity that the MENA region needs for the 21st century, providing a holistic 
educational experience built upon the highest academic standards. GU-Q’s Bachelor of 
Science in Foreign Service (BSFS) stresses multidisciplinary studies in a global context. It is 
the same globally respected program and curriculum offered at the Georgetown University 
Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service in Washington D.C. The BSFS degree is 
offered in one of four majors: International Economics, International Politics, Culture and 
Politics, and International History. Students can also pursue a certificate in one of three 
concentrations: Arab and Regional Studies, American Studies, or Media and Politics. 

GU-Q provides an excellent space that serves as the foundation for learning, research, 
and community engagement. The university hosts state-of-the-art auditoriums, immersive 
classroom instruction facilities, a dedicated staff and internationally renowned scholars and 
teaching faculty, as well as the region’s leading library for international affairs. 

To learn more about GU-Q’s exciting events and programs, or to benefit from its wide array 
of research, please visit qatar.georgetown.edu.

Established in 2005, the Center for International and Regional Studies (CIRS) at 
Georgetown University in Qatar is a premier research institute devoted to the academic 
study of regional and international issues through dialogue and exchange of ideas, research 
and scholarship, and engagement with national and international scholars, opinion-makers, 
practitioners, and activists.

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and Community Development (QF) is a private, 
non-profit organization that supports Qatar on its journey from a carbon economy to a 
knowledge economy. It does this by unlocking human potential for the benefit of not only 
Qatar, but the world. Founded in 1995 by HH the Father Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al Thani, former Emir of Qatar, QF is chaired by Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser. 
QF carries out its mission via three strategic pillars: education, science and research, and 
community development. For more information, please visit www.qf.org.qa.

This publication is made possible by the generous support of Qatar Foundation for 
Education, Science and Community Development.
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“...a forum for scholarship
 & research on international  
and regional affairs...”

The Center for International and Regional Studies (CIRS) focuses 
on research and scholarship, publications, faculty engagement, 
community outreach, and student enrichment. Guided by the 
principles of academic excellence, forward vision, and community 
engagement, the CIRS mission revolves around five principal goals:

• To provide a forum for scholarship and research on 
international and regional affairs;
• To encourage in-depth examination and exchange of ideas; 
• To foster thoughtful dialogue among students, scholars, and 
practitioners of international affairs; 
• To facilitate the free flow of ideas and knowledge through 
publishing the products of its research, sponsoring public 
lectures, and holding working groups designed to explore the 
complexities of the twenty-first century;
• To engage in outreach activities with a wide range of local, 
regional, and international partners.

 CIRS Activities and  
 Achievements 2020–2021

The Center for International and Regional Studies (CIRS) 
organizes its work under three areas of overarching thematic 
focus that significantly expand the scope of its research agenda. In 
addition to maintaining a stream of research devoted to the Gulf 
and the Middle East under a Regional Studies theme, the center has 
launched two vital and timely thematic areas on Environmental 
Studies and Race & Society to support faculty whose research 
addresses important knowledge gaps in other geographies, 
whether regional or international. While the primary goal is to 
work closely with scholars to produce rigorous academic work on 
these topics, CIRS aims to engage broadly with our community 
and public audiences, and to contribute knowledge dissemination 
to multiple local and international stakeholders and communities 
of interest.
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Regional Studies

Since its establishment in 2005, CIRS has sought to enhance knowledge 
production and to provide original, interdisciplinary analyses of the 
Gulf and Middle East. This region’s geopolitics continue to unfold at 
remarkable speed, with ruptures in traditional regional and international 
alliances and the emergence of new political arrangements, and will 
remain a central point of interest for CIRS research. Under this thematic 
cluster, CIRS also considers a range of research efforts that provide deeper 
insights into historical, social, economic, and cultural developments in 
the region.

 Thematic Research Clusters
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1. Building a Legacy: Qatar FIFA World Cup 2022
 Faculty Lead: Danyel Reiche, GU-Q 

The Qatar FIFA World Cup in 
November and December 2022 will 
be the first such tournament in the 
Middle East. This CIRS research 
initiative provides a platform for 
academic engagement with the 
event. Under the guidance of GU-Q 
Visiting Associate Professor Danyel 
Reiche, the initiative examines 
the implications of staging “the 
world’s greatest sporting event” on 
the social, political, and economic 
development of Qatar as well as on 
regional and global affairs. 

This CIRS project builds on the 
center’s previous research initiatives 
related to sports and society in the 
region. “Sport, Society and the State 
in the Middle East” and “Football 
in the Middle East” both resulted in 
edited volumes containing original 
research: Sport, Politics, and Society 

in the Middle (Oxford University 
Press/Hurst, 2019) and Football in 
the Middle East (Forthcoming).

This research initiative takes a 
multidisciplinary approach to 
studying Qatar, sport, and society, 
and also includes comparative 
analysis between the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup and previous ones. The 
research initiative webpage houses 
a variety of academic research and 
scholarly commentary on all issues 
related to the Qatar FIFA World 
Cup 2022 tournament, including 
expert blog posts and analytical 
articles by the center’s network 
of regional and global scholars 
as well as a podcast series and 
interviews with major stakeholders 
involved in global football and in 
the organization of the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup in Qatar.

  Qatar FIFA World Cup 2022 Podcasts

In this inaugural episode of the CIRS Qatar FIFA World Cup 2022 Podcast 
Series, GUQ Dean Ahmad Dallal interviews Professor Danyel Reiche, the 
project's Faculty Lead, about the aims and objectives of the research.

Professor Danyel Reiche spoke to Monika Staab, former coach of the 
national teams of Bahrain, Pakistan, and Qatar, about the status of women's 
football in Qatar, the Middle East, and around the world.

Abbassi is the Executive Director of Competitions & Football Development, 
Qatar Stars League. He spoke to Professor Danyel Reiche about the history 
of football in Qatar and the ongoing developments leading up to the World 
Cup tournament in 2022.

These podcast episodes contain interviews with experts who provide 
insights into various aspects of staging the FIFA World Cup 2022 in Qatar. 
Moderated by Professor Danyel Reiche, Georgetown University in Qatar, 
these informal conversations reflect on how the World Cup impacts the 
social, cultural, and political fabric of Qatar.
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David Harding, International Editor for The Independent and former AFP 
bureau chief in Doha between 2015 and 2019, spoke to Danyel Reiche 
about how the local and international media have covered issues related to 
the World Cup 2022. 

Nasser Al Khori leads the local and international programmes division of 
Generation Amazing, a legacy programme of the Supreme Committee. 
Professor Danyel Reiche spoke to Al Khori about the Generation Amazing 
program and its commitments related to the legacy of the World Cup.

In this episode, Professor Danyel Reiche interviewed Ahmed Hashim, a 
football writer based in Doha, about how fans and spectators engage with 
football in the context of Qatar.

Anne and Adam Sobel spoke to Professor Reiche about their documentary 
The Workers Cup and their experiences living in Qatar. Anne Sobel is a writer 
and producer, and Adam Sobel is an Emmy-nominated filmmaker.

Dedicated to the experiences of Qatari women footballers, Professor Reiche 
interviewed current and former students at Georgetown University in Qatar, 
Haya Abdulrahman, Haya AlKaabi, Maryam Al-Saiqal, and Dana Darwish.

Houtan Homayounpour, head of the International Labor Organization 
Project Office for the State of Qatar, spoke about the recent labor market 
reforms in the country and the role that the ILO played in this process.

This episode is about how more women in Qatar are entering in sports  fields 
that were previously male dominated. Professor Danyel Reiche interviewed 
football coach Hajar Saleh and basketball referee Amal Mohamed Saleh.
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Faras Ghani is a Digital Editor at Al Jazeera English and a multimedia 
journalist focusing on human rights, migration, and the sociopolitical 
impact of sports on society. He spoke to Professor Danyel Reiche about Al 
Jazeera’s reporting of the FIFA World Cup 2022. 

Professor Valter Di Salvo, Director of Football Performance and Science at 
Aspire Academy, spoke to Professor Danyel Reiche about the development 
of football talent in Qatar.

Professor Amal Mohammed Al-Malki, Founding Dean of the College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences at Hamad bin Khalifa University, spoke 
with Professor Danyel Reiche about the development of women's rights 
ahead of the World Cup 2022.

  Qatar FIFA World Cup 2022 Blogs
In this blog series, CIRS invites scholars and experts to write accessible 
online articles about important issues related to the Qatar World Cup 2022.

  Blog no. 1: Danyel Reiche
 Avoiding White Elephants: Why the Education City   
 Stadium is Built to Last
 October 2020

In this inaugural blog, Professor Danyel Reiche, 
Georgetown University in Qatar, argues that the 
Education City Stadium, which was officially 
opened in June 2020 and will host matches at 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, is setting an 
exemplary standard for legacy management after 
the mega-sporting event.

  Blog no. 2: Ross Griffin 
 National Identity in the Qatar Men’s National Football Team
 October 2020

Ross Griffin, Assistant Professor of Postcolonial 
Literature at Qatar University, discussed notions 
of belonging regarding foreign players in the 
Qatar men’s national team. He noted that the 
specter of national identity has lingered more 
intensely over Qatar’s national football team 
than any other national team in recent years.
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  Blog no. 3: James M. Dorsey 
 The Qatar World Cup: Dreaming of Bridging the Gulf Rift
 October 2020

James M. Dorsey, Senior Fellow, Nanyang 
Technological University’s S. Rajaratnam School 
of International Studies; National University of 
Singapore’s Middle East Institute, explained 
how the Qatar 2022 World Cup fits within the 
geopolitics of the region.

  Blog no. 4: Charlotte Lysa
 FIFA World Cup 2022: Increased Opportunities for Qatar’s  
 Women Footballers?
 November 2020

Charlotte Lysa, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 
Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, University 
of Oslo, examined how the Qatar women’s 
national football team is unsuccessful, despite 
the fact that football is arguably the most popular 
sport in Qatar among women. However, Qatar’s 
World Cup football tournament might pave the 
way for increased inclusion of women in the sport.

  Blog no. 5: Simon Chadwick 
 The Qatar World Cup 2022 Stadiums are Built, but will  
 Pandemic-Era Fans Still Come?
 November 2020

Simon Chadwick, Director of Eurasian Sport, 
Professor of the Eurasian Sport Industry and 
Director of the Centre for the Eurasian Sport 
Industry, at Emlyon Business School, discussed 
how the coronavirus pandemic has affected 
football fandom. Having built iconic stadiums 
and impressive accompanying infrastructure, the 
government in Doha needs to ensure, rather than 
assume, that fans will come.

  Blog no. 6: Nadim Nassif 
 How Powerful has Qatar become in Elite Sport?
 December 2020

Nadim Nassif, Associate Professor of Physical 
Education and Sports, Notre Dame University–
Louaize, explained why, despite the large funds 
Qatar is investing in the organization of mega-
sport events and naturalization of athletes, the 
country's national teams have not performed 
well in international competitions. 

  Blog no. 7: Craig L. LaMay 
 Why Media Liberalization in Qatar Would Serve an   
 Important 2022 Legacy
 December 2020

Craig L. LaMay, Professor at Northwestern 
University in Qatar, Dean and Director of the 
journalism program, argues that of all the legacies 
one might hope for after the 2022 World Cup, 
one would be media liberalization in Qatar. Media 
liberalization is not an end in itself but is key to 
ensuring other social legacies of the tournament 
to which Qatar and FIFA have committed.

  Blog no. 8: Paulino R. Robles-Gil Cozzi
 The Ongoing Struggle for a Qatar 2022 Narrative
 January 2021

Paulino R. Robles-Gil Cozzi, a PhD candidate 
at the Gulf Studies Center of Qatar University, 
examines how, as the tournament approaches, 
international focus on Qatar’s 2022 World Cup 
has intensified, and how all kinds of explanatory 
discourses have multiplied in popular media, 
academic research, and political rhetoric.
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  Blog no. 12: Gijsbert Oonk
 Can Qatar Show FIFA the Way? Towards More Flexible  
 Eligibility rules in International Football
 February 2021

Gijsbert Oonk, Founding Director of the Sport 
and Nation network, argues that at the 2022 
World Cup, Qatar may take the lead in a debate 
about the legitimacy of foreign-born players 
representing the country. He encouraged FIFA 
to create more flexible eligibility rules for players 
and national teams, especially for small states 
with limited talent-pools.

  Blog no. 13: Danyel Reiche 
 Why the FIFA World Cup 2022 in Qatar Should Not 
 Be Boycotted
 March 2021

Danyel Reiche, Visiting Associate Professor 
at GU-Q, highlights how there are growing 
international calls for a boycott of the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 in Qatar. However, he argues, 
the international media campaign against Qatar  
might actually serve to undermine the country’s 
ongoing reform process in the labor market. 

  Blog no. 14: Eddie Kolla 
 Citizenship vs. Identity: What a Passport or Football Jersey  
 Can and Cannot Show
 March 2021

Eddie Kolla, Associate Professor at GUQ, 
examines how the complex notion of identity is 
undermined by simplistic nationality rules in sport. 
Every country enjoys a prerogative to determine 
how it recognizes and accords citizenship, and 
sports organizations such as FIFA and the IOC 
have established criteria to regulate who may 
represent which country at their events.

  Blog no. 9: Kristian Coates Ulrichsen 
 The Impact of the Lifting the Blockade on the Qatar World Cup?
 January 2021

Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, Fellow for the Middle 
East at Rice University’s Baker Institute for 
Public Policy, argued that while Qatar’s hosting 
of the 2022 World Cup was neither a stated 
cause of the decision to launch the blockade 
nor appeared among the sweeping 13 demands 
put to Doha by the blockading quartet in June 
2017, the tournament nevertheless loomed large 
during the 43-month GCC standoff. 

  Blog no. 10: Hilal Khashan
 Not the 2022 World Cup, Joe Biden Paved the Way for   
 Ending the Qatar Blockade
 January 2021

Hilal Khashan, Professor of Political Science at 
the American University of Beirut, argued that 
ending the blockade and resuming diplomatic 
ties are welcome developments, but alone they 
are unlikely to resolve the GCC countries’ 
recurring problems. Such a momentous task 
requires political maturity, vision, and economic 
integration, not rivalry. 

  Blog no. 11: James Lunch
 Qatar’s 2022 World Cup has Put the Spotlight on Migrant   
 Workers, but What Legacy will it Deliver?
 February 2021

James Lynch, Director of FairSquare,  argued 
that when Qatar won the right to host the World 
Cup in 2010, there was little awareness—outside 
the Gulf and workers’ countries of origin—of the 
problems associated with migrant workers’ rights 
in the Gulf. FIFA’s decision changed this almost 
instantly, drawing a global spotlight onto the 
issue and the now notorious “kafala” system.
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  Blog no. 18: Natasha Vincent 
 Qatar Airways’ Football Sponsorships as a Foreign Policy Strategy
 May 2021

Natasha Vincent, incoming Investment Banking 
Analyst at J.P. Morgan in London, argues that 
the 2022 World Cup is a catalyst for sports 
sponsorships. Such strategies are a means to 
place Qatar in the global football network as 
a proactive investor, which in turn allows for 
greater visibility of Qatari corporate entities, 
such as Qatar Airways, and of Qatar as a whole.

  Blog no. 19: Kamilla Swart
 Leveraging the opportunities from Qatar’s 2022 FIFA World  
 Cup: Lessons from the 2010 South Africa FIFA World Cup
 June 2021

Kamilla Swart, Associate Professor at Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University, argues that Qatar faces 
different brand challenges related to the FIFA 
bribery and corruption scandal regarding the 
awarding of the World Cup and concerns about 
worker rights and calls to boycott Qatar 2022. In 
order to address some of these challenges, there 
are lessons to be learned from the tournament in 
South Africa.

  Blog no. 20: Mashael Muftah
 The Dichotomy of Qatari Women’s Education and Qatar’s  
 World Cup 2022 Branding
 June 2021

Mashael Muftah, a Georgetown University in 
Qatar alumna, argues that Qatar's hosting of 
the 2022 World Cup has instituted a variety 
of reforms, including bettering the conditions 
for women. She explains, however, that there 
continues to be an imbalance between women's 
education and their status in society, an issue 
that still needs to be addressed in Qatar.

  Blog no. 15: Andreas Krieg
 Qatar’s Labor Rights Legacy: Between a Rock and a Hard Place
 April 2021

Andreas Krieg, Assistant Professor at King’s 
College, explains how constructive criticism of 
the labor rights situation in Qatar is a necessary 
by-product of the run-up to the Qatar World 
Cup. It helped pressure Qatar to push through 
important labor reforms in the country. The 
majority of analysts oppose the current campaign 
to boycott the World Cup as it is believed to 
undermine the important ongoing reform efforts.

  Blog no. 16: Geoff Harkness
 Qatar’s Empowered Sportswoman Narrative May Obscure  
 Inequalities
 April 2021

Geoff Harkness, Assistant Professor at Rhode 
Island College, argues that by painting an overly 
positive picture of female athleticism, narratives 
of empowerment can reinforce the inequalities 
they aim to reduce. The empowered sportswoman 
narrative acknowledges the hard-won battles of 
Qatari female athletes and fitness enthusiasts, 
but such motifs can also obscure the underlying 
realities for women.

  Blog no. 17: Katrin Scholz-Barth 
 How the World Cup Impacts Sustainability in Qatar:   
 Which Challenges Remain after the Tournament?
 May 2021

Katrin Scholz-Barth, Principal of Katrin 
Scholz-Barth Consulting and President of 
SustainableQATAR, argues that the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup in Qatar was bid and awarded on the 
premise that it would be the first-ever carbon 
neutral World Cup. She examines how Qatar is 
implementing its Sustainability Strategy in the 
lead up to the World Cup 2022.
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   Qatar's Football Journey: From First Games on Sand to  
 Hosting the World as Asian Champions
 Matthias Krug
 November 16, 2020

Matthias Krug is an author and journalist who was born and raised in 
Qatar, where he lives with his family. For over eighteen years, Krug has 
written extensively about football, society, politics, and culture for some 
of the biggest publications around the world, including the BBC, CNN, 
ESPN, The Huffington Post, The Irish Examiner, Al Jazeera English, 442, 
El Pais, Arts Monthly Australia, and many others. His most recent book 
titled Journeys on a Football Carpet, published by HBKU Press in Qatar, 
won awards at the International Book Awards and Living Now Awards. 
His creative short stories have been published in literary magazines across 
numerous countries.

In this online lecture, Krug argues that international critics often say that 
Qatar has no football history. During the talk, Krug debunks that often 
touted myth by sharing the inside story of the country’s most cherished 
football players and sporting moments over the past six decades. Krug 
explained that “Qatar has become a capital of world sports, which will host 
global football fans in 2022. So, in order to gain a full understanding of 
this development, it is important to look at the history and where this rapid 
development and incredible sports vision has come from.”

    Qatar FIFA World Cup 2022 Lecture Series

The Qatar FIFA World Cup in November and December 2022 in Qatar 
will be the first such tournament in the Middle East. The Qatar FIFA 
World Cup 2022 Lecture Series will cover the implications of staging one 
of the world’s largest sporting events on the social, political, and economic 
development of Qatar as well as on regional and global affairs.

   The 2022 World Cup in Qatar in Historical Perspective
 David Goldblatt
 October 6, 2020

David Goldblatt is an honorary fellow at the International Centre for 
Sports History and Culture, De Montfort University, Leicester, United 
Kingdom. He teaches for the Geneva based Football Business Academy, 
and is a visiting Professor at Pitzer College, Los Angeles British sociologist, 
journalist, and bestselling author. 

Goldblatt delivered the inaugural online lecture for the CIRS project 
on the Qatar FIFA World Cup 2022. During the talk, he surveyed the 
economic, political, and urban development projects that have accompanied 
the upcoming event and compared them to past World Cups. He also 
conducted a live question and answer session with the audience, who tuned 
in from countries all over the world. The project's faculty lead, professor 
Danyel Reiche, moderated the discussion.
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   The FIFA World Cup: Football, Citizenship, and National  
 Identity 1930-2022
 Gijsbert Oonk
 March 21, 2021

Gijsbert Oonk is the founding director of the Sport and Nation network. 
He is interested in migration, citizenship, and national identity. During 
the online lecture, he discussed his study exploring the relationship 
between national belonging, acquiring citizenship, and migration. Taking 
high-profile examples from international sports events, he unveiled the 
complexities behind the question: who may represent the nation? The 
lecture was moderated by Danyel Reiche, Visiting Associate Professor at 
Georgetown Univerity in Qatar, and faculty lead of the CIRS research 
initiative on "Building a Legacy: Qatar FIFA World Cup 2022.

Oonk holds the endowed Jean Monnet chair on Europe in Globalizing 
World: Migration, Citizenship and Identity. This chair promotes education 
and research in the field of Global history, European studies, and national 
identity. The Jean Monnet chairs are an initiative of the European 
Commission to promote education, research, and reflection in the field of 
European integration studies at higher education institutions. The Sport 
and Nation research program at Erasmus University Rotterdam focuses 
on talented athletes with a migrant background within football and the 
Olympic Games in the context of changing citizenship, multiple citizenship, 
and elite migration.

   The Away Game: Qatar’s Search for Football’s Next Superstars
 Sebastian Abbot
 February 14, 2021

Sebastian Abbot is the author of The Away Game: The Epic Search for Football’s 
Next Superstars. The book was a finalist for The Telegraph Football Book of 
the Year and the PEN/ESPN Award for Literary Sports Writing. Prior to 
publishing the book, Abbot spent over a half dozen years working as a foreign 
correspondent for The Associated Press in the Middle East and Asia. He 
worked for over a decade in investment banking and private equity for firms 
like J.P. Morgan and Affiliated Managers Group. 

During the online lecture, Abbot discussed the story of a group of boys 
discovered in what may be the largest talent search in sports history. Over 
the course of a decade, an audacious program called Football Dreams held 
tryouts for millions of 13-year-old boys across Africa looking for football’s 
next superstars. Led by the Spanish scout who helped launch Lionel Messi’s 
career at Barcelona and funded by the State of Qatar, the program chose a 
handful of boys each year to train to become professionals—a process over 
a thousand times more selective than getting into Harvard, he noted. Abbot 
followed a small group of boys as they are discovered on dirt fields across 
Africa and who were invited to join the academy in Doha where they train 
and compete for the chance to gain fame and fortune at Europe’s top clubs.
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Middle East and Islamic Studies Program, and other academic institutions, 
launched a year-long set of events, reflections, and conversations. The aim of 
the project is to produce resources for educators, researchers, students, and 
journalists to understand the last decade of political upheaval historically 
and in the lived present.

CIRS is part of the Ten Years On consortium that includes over a dozen 
academic institutions and research centers. CIRS’s involvement in the 
consortium’s activities is guided by a TYO Oversight Group led by 
Georgetown faculty members:

CIRS Oversight Group
• Abdullah Al-Arian, Associate Professor at GU-Q.
• Mohamed Zayani, Professor at GU-Q.
• Noha Aboueldahab, Adjunct Assistant Professor at GU-Q.
• Sami Hermez, Associate Professor in Residence, Northwestern   
 University in Qatar.
• Zahra Babar, Associate Director for Research at CIRS-GU-Q.
• Ahmad Dallal, Dean of Georgetown University in Qatar.

Consortium Partners
Georgetown University (Center for Contemporary Arab Studies), American 
University of Beirut (Asfari Institute), Arab Council for the Social Sciences, 
Brown University (Center for Middle East Studies), UC Santa Barbara 
(Center for Middle East Studies), Harvard University (Center for Middle 
East Studies), University of Exeter (Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies), 
Birzeit University (Department of Political Science), University of Chicago 
(Chicago Center for Contemporary Theory), Stanford University (Program 
on Arab Reform and Democracy, Stanford University), AUC Affiliates, 
Georgetown University-Qatar’s Center For International And Regional 
Studies (CIRS), The Global Academy (MESA Affiliated), Institute of 
Palestine Studies, Bard College, UC Los Angeles, University of Pittsburg 
and UC Santa Cruz.

Project Organizers
• Bassam Haddad, Arab Studies Institute and George Mason’s   
 Middle East and Islamic Studies Program.
• Amaney A. Jamal, Princeton’s Arab Barometer.

2. TEN YEARS ON: MASS PROTESTS AND    
 UPRISINGS IN THE ARAB WORLD

December 17, 2020 marked the 
tenth anniversary of the start of 
the Arab uprisings in Tunisia. 
Beginning in 2011, mass uprisings 
swept North Africa and the Middle 
East, spreading from the shores 
of Tunisia to Egypt, Libya, Syria, 
Yemen, Bahrain, and the Eastern 
Province of the Arabian Peninsula. 
A “second wave” of mass protests and 
uprisings manifested during 2019 in 
Sudan, Algeria, Lebanon, and Iraq. 

The persistence of demands for 
popular sovereignty even in the face 
of re-entrenched authoritarianism, 
imperial intervention, and civil strife 
is a critical chapter in regional and 
global history.

In an effort to mark, interrogate, 
and reflect on the Arab uprisings, 
the Arab Studies Institute in 
collaboration with Princeton’s Arab 
Barometer, and George Mason’s 
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   The January 25 Uprising at Ten: Incomplete Struggles and  
 Evolving Trajectories in Egypt
 February 12, 2021

To mark the 10-year anniversary of Egypt’s January 25 Uprising and 
the ouster of Hosni Mubarak, this panel examines the trajectory of 
authoritarianism in the country over the past decade. The panelists 
reflect on a variety of questions including: How have political 
developments in Egypt and elsewhere in recent years informed our 
understanding of the January 25 Uprising and its significance? In what 
ways have authoritarian institutions adapted in the aftermath of the 
2011 uprising and how have they shaped the prospects for political 
change and/or stability? Where are the sites of political contestation 
and resistance in today’s Egypt?

Speakers:
• Joel Beinin, Stanford University.
• Amr Hamzawy, Stanford University.
• Nancy Okail, Stanford University.

   Reflections on Mass Protests & Uprisings in the Arab World
 January 25, 2021

This was the first in a year-long series of events and knowledge production 
by the collective. Each of the panels addresses reflections by the speakers 
on the politics and knowledge production related to the uprisings during 
the past ten years. This first event was intended to herald the year-long 
conversation/activities.

Part I Speakers:
• Amaney Jamal, Princeton University
• Asli Bali, University of California, Los Angeles
• Rochelle Davis, Georgetown University
• Ahmad Dallal, Georgetown University in Qatar
• Ziad Abu-Rish, Bard College
• Lina Abou Habib, American University of Beirut.
• Adam Hanieh, School of Oriental and African Studies
• Rashid Khalidi, Columbia University
• Moderator: Bassam Haddad, George Mason University

Part II Speakers:
• Bassam Haddad, George Mason University.
• Sherene Seikaly, University of California, Santa Barbara.
• Rabab Al-Mahdi, American University in Cairo.
• Muriam Haleh-Davis, University of California, Santa Cruz.
• Amr Adly, Carnegie Middle East Center.
• Nadje Al-Ali, Brown University.
• Lisa Wedeen, University of Chicago.
• Mohammed Bamyeh, University of Pittsburgh.
• Moderator: Amaney Jamal, Princeton University.
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   Teaching the Arab Uprisings
 February 25, 2021

In this second part of the panel discussion, the speakers covered a range of 
ideas and reflections related to pedagogy and teaching the Arab uprisings. 
This discussion was presented by the Middle East and Islamic Studies 
Program (GMU), Arab Barometer (Princeton), and Arab Studies Institute 
(ASI), and moderated by Amaney Jamal, Princeton University, and Bassam 
Haddad, George Mason University. 

Speakers:
• "Addressing the Unanswerable Question: Why Rebellions Occur?"  
 James Gelvin, UCLA.
• "Teaching the Uprisings in the Sudan," Khalid Medani, McGill  
 University.
• "Chronologies, Contexts, and Pedagogies on Ten Years On," Sarah  
 Shields, University of North Carolina.
• "Teaching and Theorizing the Arab Uprisings: Challenges and  
 Lessons," Ali Ahmida, University of New England.
• "Media Studies and the Arab Uprisings," Hatim El-Hibri, George  
 Mason University.

   Teaching the Arab Uprisings
 February 25, 2021

The panel on "Teaching the Arab Uprisings" gathered together several 
academics to share their experiences over two separate sessions. The 
panelists discussed a range of ideas and reflections related to pedagogy 
and teaching the Arab uprisings. This discussion was presented by the 
Middle East and Islamic Studies Program (GMU), Arab Barometer 
(Princeton), and Arab Studies Institute (ASI), and moderated by 
Amaney Jamal, Princeton University, and Bassam Haddad, George 
Mason University. 

Speakers:
• "Teaching Creative Insurgency: From Beirut to Philadelphia,"  
 Marwan Kraidy, Northwestern University in Qatar.
• "Teaching Protest and Possibility in the Classroom," Nadya  
 Sbaiti, American University Beirut.
• "Teaching the Algerian Hirak: Trajectory, Specificities, and  
 Promises," Thomas Serres, University of California, Santa Cruz.
• "(Re)presenting the Uprisings in the Classroom: Fault-  
 lines and Dilemmas," Rabab El-Mahdi, American University of  
 Cairo.
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   Archives, Revolution, and Historical Thinking
 March 26, 2021

This roundtable marks, interrogates, and reflects on the uprisings in MENA 
over the past ten years. Featuring a collection of scholars from a variety of 
disciplines, this event placed emphasis on the relationship between archives, 
historical thinking, and revolution—both in the past and present. The panel 
was moderated by Sherene Seikaly, UC Santa Barbara.

Speakers:
• Reem Bailony, Agnes Scott College.
• Rosie Bsheer, Harvard University.
• Muriam Haleh-Davis, University of California, Santa Cruz.
• Pascale Ghazaleh, American University in Cairo.
• Sara Pursley, New York University.
• Nadya Sbaiti, American University of Beirut.

Building on a critical environmental security perspective, Marwa Daoudy, 
Georgetown University, challenges core assumptions behind the climate-
conflict hypothesis. Her book, The Origins of the Syrian Conflict: Climate 
Change and Human Insecurity (Cambridge University Press, 2020) offers 
a new conceptual framework to analyze the interactions between human 
insecurity, climate security, and political and economic structures.

   The Origins of the Syrian Conflict: Climate Change and  
 Human Security
 April 9, 2021

   Disciplinary Woes and Possibilities: Political Science in the  
 Context of the Uprisings
 April 27, 2021

This panel explores how the example of the Arab uprisings can be brought 
to bear on the production of general knowledge in political science. Viewing 
the uprisings as complex processes of sociopolitical transformation helps 
avoid the problems of teleology that have bedeviled the study of politics.

Speakers:
• Nathan J. Brown, George Washington University.
• Laryssa Chomiak, Centre d`Etudes Maghrébines.
• Amaney Jamal, Princeton University.
• Lama Mourad, Carleton University.
• Jillian Schwedler, Hunter College.

   Women of the Midan
 March 5, 2021

This book talk was a collaboration between Brown’s Center for Middle East 
Studies and the Association for Middle East Women’s Studies (AMEWS). 
Based on interviews collected over a five-year period with women from 
various class and religious backgrounds, Sherine Hafez's book aims at 
redressing the imbalance of a male historical gaze that obscures women. 
Hafez is professor and department chair of Gender and Sexuality Studies at 
University of California Riverside. 

   Syria Ten Years On: Art, Journalism, and the Struggle over Narrative
 March 18, 2021

This panel presented a conversation among three artists-journalists-curators 
who participated in the Syrian revolution: Mohammad Al Attar, a Syria 
Playwright; Alma Salem, an independent curator and cultural advisor; and 
Lina Sinjab, a Syrian journalist. The topics discussed include the relevance 
of different forms of artistic and journalistic expression (filmmaking, visual 
arts, theater, curation, reportage, and cultural critique) and more general 
reflections on the relationships between aesthetics and radical politics. The 
panel was moderated by Lisa Wedeen, University of Chicago.
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   Islamists and the Arab Uprisings
 June 2, 2021

Abdullah Al-Arian, Georgetown University in Qatar, traced the evolution 
of Islamist thought and activism from its tentative embrace of the nation 
state to its wholehearted entry into national party politics. He argued that, 
by the eve of the uprisings, the posture of Islamist movements reflected a set 
of political commitments that had emerged largely at the expense of their 
ideological program and social mission. While the “Islamist idea” is likely to 
endure its current bout with state repression, its survival as a political force 
in the future will depend on its determination to complete this evolution, 
a process that was both accelerated and interrupted during the critical 
moments of the Arab uprisings.

   Year III of the Hirak Between Repression and Optimism  
 Revisiting the Algerian Uprising
 May 7, 2021

What are the current obstacles faced by the Hirak, both given the political 
configuration in the country and regionally as well as internationally? How 
can we better understand the movement in light of the War of Independence 
as well as the Civil War, both of which continue to structure imaginaries of 
revolution and violence?

Speakers:
• Muriam Haleh-Davis, University of California, Santa Cruz.
• Thomas Serres, University of California, Santa Cruz.

   Exploring the New Regional Dynamics of the Middle East
 May 26, 2021

This event was co-sponsored by the Arab Council for Social Sciences 
and the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter, and 
explores some of the implications for how we understand the Middle East 
as a "region." 

Speakers:
• Seda Altug, Bogazici University.
• Olfa Lamloum, Tunisia Country Director, International Alert.
• Maziyar Ghiabi, University of Exeter.
• Arang Keshavarzian, New York University.
• Rima Majed, American University of Beirut.
• Rafeef Ziadah, SOAS, University of London.

   Media Framing of Political Events in Lebanon: 
 From Uprising to Blast & Aftermath 
 June 11, 2021

Combined with the coronavirus pandemic and deepening political 
gridlock, the residents of Lebanon are experiencing acute economic 
dislocation, political alienation, and daily hazards to their lives and 
wellbeing. The October 17 Revolution and August 4 Beirut Port explosion 
simultaneously—albeit different—reflected and added to the underlying 
features producing such crises. This panel aims to explore how the Lebanese 
media are dealing with this turmoil, shedding light on the framing of 
events based on political agendas.  The panel was moderated by Maria Bou 
Zeid, Associate Professor at Notre Dame University-Louaize (NDU), and 
Adel Iskandar, Assistant Professor of Global Communication at Simon 
Fraser University, served as a discussant.

Speakers:
• Hatim El-Hibri, George Mason
• Ayman Mhanna, Samir Kassir Foundation
• Dima Issa, University of Balamand
• George Eid, Al-Arabiya News Channel-Dubai
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Race & Society

Critically important for geopolitics, there is a range of social 
undercurrents and phenomena that require in-depth examination. 
CIRS aims to enhance our understanding of race, ethnicity, religion, 
and cultural and national identity and belonging in multiple global 
contexts and geographies, including the Middle East. 

Through this thematic focus on Race and Society, CIRS supports 
original research production on diverse topics such as citizenship, 
migration, labor and employment, the family, education, technology and 
communication, as well as arts and cultural production.
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1. Economic Migration to the United States

The United States has more immigrants than any other country, with every 
nation in the world represented among its immigrant population. While 
Mexico is one of the major countries of origin for migrants coming to 
the U.S., there are also large numbers from China, India, the Philippines, 
and El Salvador. Migrants have cited various reasons factoring for their 
move to a particular host country, including higher income levels, better 
personal safety, and living conditions, short distance to home countries, and 
established immigrant networks. 
Economic theory and econometric literature prominently highlight 
international labor mobility (both low and high skilled) that stems from 
wage differences and variations in GDP levels between host and source 
countries. The form of migration impacts education levels, ages, and tenures 
of immigrants, and, consequently, their probable assimilation. When 
migrants have the power to choose, the nature of the migration also impacts 
the host country selected. 
The project brings together a group of scholars to identify core areas of 
research that need to be undertaken to deepen our knowledge of the 
phenomenon, including: the fluidity of migration categories, changes in 
U.S. immigration policy, employment in the U.S., the H-1B visa program, 
international student mobility and gender, among other topics. 

      Participants and Discussants

• Maram Al-Qershi, CIRS – Georgetown University in Qatar
• Zahra Babar, CIRS – Georgetown University in Qatar
• Payal Banerjee, Smith College
• Misba Bhatti, CIRS – Georgetown University in Qatar
• Ahmad Dallal, Georgetown University in Qatar
• Katharine M. Donato, Georgetown University
• Catalina Amuedo-Dorantes, University of California, Merced
• Anatol Lieven, Georgetown University in Qatar
• B. Lindsay Lowell, Georgetown University
• Suzi Mirgani, CIRS – Georgetown University in Qatar
• Sangay Mishra, Drew University
• Silvia Pedraza, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
• Elizabeth Wanucha, CIRS – Georgetown University in Qatar
• Terry Wotherspoon, University of Saskatchewan
• René Zenteno, The University of Texas at San Antonio
• Min Zhou, University of California, Los Angeles

  Working Group Meetings
 October 19-20, 2020

During this second working group meeting, the scholars presented draft 
papers on immigration reform, transnationalism, education, and labor 
market participation. Several papers provided case studies of economic 
migrants from particular regions such as South Asia, East Asia, and 
Latin America.
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2. The Gospel of Work and Money: Global
  Histories of Industrial Education
  Faculty Leads: Karine Walther (GUQ) & Oliver Charbonneau (University   
   of Glasgow)

Beginning in the early nineteenth century and continuing through the 
twentieth, industrial education programs developed by European and Euro-
American policymakers and educators spread across the globe through 
myriad nation-states and empires. The goal of industrial schools was not 
to change the second-class status of people of color, the poor, and the 
colonized, but to instruct them to serve as docile, obedient, and productive 
laborers while maintaining their civil and political disenfranchisement. 
In the U.S. context, industrial schooling conditioned African Americans 
to dedicate their physical labor to the American economy and accept their 
inferior status under white rule. Following imperial capital exploitation in 
the colonized world, it became entwined with civilizing missions of various 
stripes and was deployed to service empires’ labor regimes.
The industrial education movement is understudied as a global phenomenon 
beyond individual empires and nations. Under the leadership of GU-Q 
Associate Professor Karine Walther and Dr. Oliver Charbonneau of the 
University of Glasgow, CIRS has launched this project with the aim to build 

on emerging scholarly work in global and imperial history, the histories of 
childhood and education, the expansion of racial capitalism, and the uneven 
spread of colonial modernities. 
Through a series of workshops over the course of six months, scholars worked 
towards an edited volume that will advance a cross-disciplinary research 
agenda attending to global webs of exchange and bring hitherto disconnected 
historical topics into conversation with one another, connecting national 
and imperial histories to macro-historical themes of capital, labor, race, 
class, education, and imperially driven globalization.
This project is an important contribution under the CIRS research cluster 
on Race & Society and covers such topics as:

• Origins of industrial forms of education in the UK and Europe
• Industrial education programs among African American and   
 Indigenous populations in the 19th and 20th centuries

• Industrial education as it developed between the US and Africa
• American industrial education schemes in a Southeast Asia/trans-  
 Pacific context

• Emergence of industrial education programs in India under British  
 colonial rule

• Industrial education in the Ottoman Empire from the mid-19th   
 century and beyond

• Industrial education programs in Latin American during the 19th   
 and 20th centuries

• Post-WWII development of industrial education in the Middle East
• Industrial programs in the USSR and post-Soviet Russia during   
 the latter half of the 20th century

• Decolonization of Native American education and industrial   
 schooling in Native American schools
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The primary purpose of CIRS research initiatives is to fill in existing 
research gaps and to contribute towards furthering knowledge on the 
prevailing issues related to the topic. During several working group 
meetings over the course of six months, authors received feedback on 
their abstracts, engaged in group discussions on the broader thematic 
framework for this book project, and discussed how the various chapters 
speak to each other. 

• Working Group Meeting 1
 March 22, 2021

• Working Group Meeting 2
 May 25, 2021

• Working Group Meeting 3
 June 8, 2021

• Working Group Meeting 4
 June 29, 2021

  Working Group Meetings
 March 22-June 29, 2021

Over the course of several months, CIRS organized four virtual working 
group meetings in which the fourteen participating scholars presented their 
preliminary chapter ideas. Through their various chapter contributions, 
assembled group of scholars explored industrial education in different 
global contexts from multidisciplinary perspectives. They also presented 
both historical and contemporary case studies related to the topic

      Participants and Discussants

• Elif Ekin Akşit, Ankara University, Turkey
• Maram Al-Qershi, CIRS – Georgetown University in Qatar
• Danya Al-Saleh, University of Wisconsin–Madison
• Lukas Allemann, University of Lapland
• Hossein Ayazi, Williams College
• Zahra Babar, CIRS – Georgetown University in Qatar
• Julia Bates, Sacred Heart University
• Misba Bhatti, CIRS – Georgetown University in Qatar
• Joshua Frank Cárdenas, California Indian Nations College
• Oliver Charbonneau, University of Glasgow
• Ahmad Dallal, Georgetown University in Qatar
• Bronwen Everill, University of Cambridge
• Mishal Khan, University of Texas at Austin
• Arun Kumar, University of Nottingham
• Janne Laht, University of Helsinki
• Laura Mair, University of Edinburgh
• Suzi Mirgani, CIRS – Georgetown University in Qatar
• Dolf-Alexander Neuhaus, Free Berlin University
• Sarah Steinbock-Pratt, University of Alabama
• Karine Walther, Georgetown University in Qatar
• Elizabeth Wanucha, CIRS – Georgetown University in Qatar
• Helge Wendt, Max Planck Institute for the History of Science   
 (MPIWG) Berlin

• Christine Whyte, University of Glasgow
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Environmental Studies

Building on CIRS’s previous record of research and scholarship on 
the topic, this thematic focus area continues to address important 
questions related to the political economy of natural resources and issues 
of ecological concern. Desertification, water, and climate change are 
particularly important issues for the Middle East, with consequences 
that will certainly impact future generations. Climate change at a global 
level is closely linked to world petroleum markets, and some of the 
world’s largest hydrocarbon producers are based in the Middle East. 
CIRS’s goal is to support original research collaborations that produce 
new knowledge. 

This research cluster aims to engage broadly with our community and 
public audiences and to contribute towards ensuring a safer, more 
ecologically sound and sustainable future for all.
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1. Energy Humanities
  Faculty Leads: Victoria Googasian, Trish Kahle, and Firat Oruc (GUQ)

The Energy Humanities initiative is part of the Environmental Studies 
research cluster at CIRS. Led by Georgetown University in Qatar faculty 
Professors Victoria Googasian, Trish Kahle, and Firat Oruc, the initiative 
aims to generate new scholarly conversations on the importance of everyday 
energetic life to the study of energy’s past, present, and future. Through close 
examinations of the relationship between energy, society, and culture from 
a comparative and transnational perspective, this research initiative calls for 
new ways of thinking about how we govern energy, how we communicate 
about it, how we understand the relationship between energy flows and 
social, cultural, political, and economic forms, and how we understand 
ordinary people’s encounters with energy in and beyond the nation-state. 

  Energy Humanities Podcasts

GUQ professors Trish Kahle, Victoria Googasian, and Firat Oruc revisit a 
primary source they use in their own scholarly work. By showing how different 
disciplines interact with texts and sources, they explore points of convergences 
and key interdisciplinary concepts in interpreting everyday energy.

This podcast series aims CIRS explores new ways of thinking about how 
we understand ordinary people’s encounters with energy in various social, 
cultural, and political-economic forms.

  Episode 1: Trish Kahle, Victoria Googasian, and Firat Oruc 
 Ways of Seeing: Tracing Lived Energy in Archive, Film, and Fiction?
 June 2021

CIRS launched the research initiative with this webinar on understanding 
everyday approaches to energy. It was moderated by the project faculty leads, 
and featured Dominic Boyer, Rice University; Sara B. Pritchard, Cornell 
University, and Jennifer Wenzel, Columbia University.

   Everyday Energy: Approaches to Lived Experience
 April 7, 2021

  Energy Humanities Webinar

CIRS hosted a virtual workshop for Professor Sonia Alonso, to support her 
in the identification of potential collaborators for her NPRP-C proposal 
submission. CIRS held a two-hour closed-door, virtual workshop moderated 
by Professor Alonso that was attended by several prominent Qatar-based 
stakeholders with a relevant interest in developing and contributing towards 
climate change solutions for Qatar.

  Game-based Learning and Climate Change in Qatar
 Virtual Working Group
 January 7, 2021
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Firat Oruc speaks with Anto Mohsin, Northwestern University in Qatar, 
on electrical energy in everyday urban life in Doha and its intersections with 
the history, cultural memory, development, and future of the city.

  Episode 3: Anto Mohsin 
 Electricity and Everyday Life in Doha
 June 2021

Trish Kahle speaks with Diana Montaño about how a diverse group of 
Mexicans made sense of a new technology. They also discuss sources and 
methods for conducting historical research at the level of everyday life.

  Episode 4: Diana Montaño
 How Everyday People Electrified Mexico City
 June 2021

Anatol Lieven, Georgetown University in Qatar, sets out a new political 
strategy to mobilize support for the effort to limit climate change. He 
argues that while international agreements are valuable, only states can take 
the measures and mobilize the resources required. 

   A New Political Strategy to Limit Climate Change
 Anatol Lieven
 January 18, 2021

  Environmental Studies Webinars

This panel featured Vaibhav Chaturvedi, Council on Energy, Environment 
and Water, and N.H. Ravindranath, Center for Sustainable Technologies at 
the Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore. The discussion was moderated 
by Anatol Lieven, Georgetown University in Qatar.

   The Impact of Climate Change on Agriculture in South Asia
 April 19, 2021

  Episode 2: Elizabeth Barrios
 Reading for Oil
 June 2021

In this episode, Vicky Googasian speaks with Elizabeth Barrios, Assistant 
Professor of Spanish and Latin American & Latino/a Studies at Albion 
College about Venezuelan oil literature, what fiction has to say about 
everyday energetic life, and why oil industry propaganda is fun.
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2. The COVID Project

This CIRS project provides a focused understanding of how a subset of 
Middle Eastern countries, Iraq and the six Gulf Cooperation Council 
monarchies, are being affected by, and are responding to, the global crisis. 
Our primary goal is to provide updated information on how events are 
unfolding in these seven states. CIRS has so far collected aggregated data 
on each of these countries’ health systems so as to build a profile of their 
health capacity. In addition, we have collated the various policy measures 
states are undertaking to limit the spread of COVID-19 and are providing 
a means of viewing these from a comparative perspective. 
We present timely and thought-provoking discussions on a variety of 
topics, such as: preventative health measures and chronic health conditions 
in light of COVID-19; the challenges for Gulf migrants during COVID; 
religious ceremonies and practices according to Islamic ethics; the impact 
on family life, marriage, birth, and death; and national development plans, 
social contracts, and subsidy reforms in the Gulf.

 Expert Insights

Through the Expert Insights section, CIRS hosts online interviews and 
panel discussions centered on the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as analyses 
of the challenges faced by states in the region.

 Are Single Male Labour Migrants Being Neglected?
 Zahra Babar
 September 9, 2020

CIRS Associate Director for Research Zahra Babar discussed some of the 
social fractures and inequalities that shape the health of international labor 
migrants and that have been heightened due to the pandemic. Babar, along 
with two other panelists explained how poor and crowded living and working 
conditions put labor migrants at higher risk of not only COVID-19, but a 
host of other health issues. 
The panel was organized by UCL Center for Gender and Global Health, 
and is part of a webinar series titled, “Borderings: Migration, Gender and 
Health.” The panelists included Kolitha Wickramage, Global Migration 
Health Research and Epidemiology Coordinator, IOM Migration Health 
Division; Zahra Babar, Associate Director for Research, CIRS; Wafa Aftab, 
Department of Community Health Sciences, Aga Khan University. The 
panel was moderated by Kristine Onarheim, Research Fellow at UCL 
Center for Gender and Global Health.
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 Online Briefs

 How the U.S. Failed to Contain COVID-19
 Mark J. Rozell and Clyde Wilcox
 July 9, 2020

Mark J. Rozell, Dean of the Schar School of Policy and Government at 
George Mason University, and Clyde Wilcox, Professor of Government at 
Georgetown University, argue that while the United States played a vital 
international leadership role in previous outbreaks, it has failed to do so 
in response to COVID-19. The authors note that the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) is a well-funded institution that is equipped 
with the ability to mobilize resources quickly. In the past, U.S. officials 
worked closely with scientists all over the world, cooperated with allies, and 
followed the advice of experts, but has done none of these things in the 
current situation. 

COVID-19 and the global response to the pandemic is impacting multiple 
dimensions of human life and the realities of Middle Eastern states and 
societies. Through CIRS Online Briefs, invited scholars and experts are 
invited to weigh in on some of the important questions around how this 
health crisis is shaping social, cultural, economic, and political dynamics in 
the region and beyond.

 COVID-19 and the Erosion of Europe’s Asylum System
 Amanda Garrett
 July 26, 2020

In this article, Amanda Garrett, Assistant Professor of Political Science at 
Georgetown University in Qatar, explains that "there is still one arena in 
which Europe’s post-COVID response is unlikely to receive praise anytime 
soon: the treatment of asylum seekers. In fact, the sheer proliferation of 
policies that negatively target asylum seekers already in the EU and those 
still hoping to come raises serious doubts about the future of asylum in 
Europe altogether."

 Asymmetric impact of COVID-19 on employment   
 in the GCC
 Bilal Tahir and Misba Bhatti
 August 11, 2020
 
Bilal Tahir, CIRS Research Fellow, and Misba Bhatti, Research Analyst 
at CIRS, discuss the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on workers and 
employees in certain sectors that have been hit harder than those working in 
other areas. The authors explain that "in the GCC this effect is most evident 
in economies that are fueled by tourism, hospitality, and oil and gas due to 
the decreased global demand for these resources."

  What can the theory and philosophy of climate   
    change teach us about COVID-19?
    Victoria Googasian
     August 24, 2020

Victoria Googasian, Assistant Professor of American Literature at 
Georgetown University in Qatar, argues that "the pandemic shares a number 
of structural similarities with the great environmental crises that define 
our time climate change and biodiversity loss—inviting a slew of reasoned 
comparisons between planetary disasters." She concludes that "now is the 
appropriate moment to ask what aspects of our climate predicament have 
been underlined by the events of 2020, to jettison our belief that human 
exceptionalism and technological prowess will win the day, and to begin 
the hard work of adaptation and revaluation that climate crisis necessitates."
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  Faculty Fellow 

 CIRS GU-Q Faculty Fellow  
 Edward Kolla

CIRS provides a number of engagement opportunities for the faculty at 
Georgetown University, including annual fellowships, workshops designed 
for in-depth discussion of a forthcoming publication, grants awarded for 
original research, a lecture series, and other outreach opportunities.

Eddie Kolla was selected as the 
CIRS-GUQ Faculty Fellow 
for the 2020-2021 academic 
year. He has taught history 
for ten years at Georgetown 
University in Qatar. 
Kolla has also held research 
fellowships, most recently, at the 
Institute for Historical Studies 
at the University of Texas at 
Austin and the Max Planck 
Institute for Comparative Public 
Law and International Law in 
Heidelberg, Germany. Kolla's 
work sits at the intersection 
of history, international 
relations, and law and includes 
Sovereignty, International Law, 

and the French Revolution (Cambridge, 2017).
During his fellowship at CIRS, Kolla worked on finishing a book on the 
history of passports. In the study, he argues that people take it for granted 
that they require a passport to travel. And yet, surprisingly, neither the 
form nor function of today’s passport is codified in international law. 
Rather, the story of how these little booklets developed is an incredibly 
idiosyncratic one, in which a number of features of travel documents 
throughout history informally and haphazardly coalesced into the now-
ubiquitous and indispensable passport, issued and accepted by states 
around the world but still lacking a solid foundation in international law.

 The Amazingly Idiosyncratic History of Passports 
 Edward Kolla
 March 29, 2021

During this online lecture, Eddie Kolla argued that, when COVID-19 
hit, many inveterate travelers were dazed by how quickly something we 
took for granted had disappeared. Gone, suddenly, was our ability to 
grab our passport, hop on a plane, and be in a new country—sometimes 
even without the hassle of getting a visa. But something else we took for 
granted, back in those halcyon days, was the very need for passports to 
enjoy international mobility. 
Though ubiquitous and seemingly all-necessary, passports are something 
of a historical fluke. While travel documents of all sorts date back to 
the start of recorded history, the story of how we arrived at these little 
booklets—which, by the way, are totally uncodified in international law—
is quirky, complex, and counterintuitive.
In April 2021, Eddie Kolla conducted an extra recorded Q&A session to 
address all the audience questions that were unaswered during the lecture 
due to the time limit.
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  Publications

CIRS publishes research and related materials in a variety of formats, 
including books, special issues of journals, and Summary Reports. Through 
its publications, CIRS provides a forum for in-depth examination of ideas 
and for issues of contemporary academic and political significance to the 
Gulf region, the Middle East, Asia, and beyond.

 Journal Special Issues

The CIRS research initiative on 
“The Political Economy of the 
Contemporary Middle East” adopts 
a multidisciplinary approach, 
examining a broad range of political, 
economic, social, and geographic 
dynamics in the region. It explores a 
variety of topics, including prospects 
of globalization in the post-2011 
Middle East; neoliberal policies in 
the post-uprisings period; military-
private sector relations; state-business 
relations; development policies; the 
shifting boundaries of economic 
integration; state bureaucracy; 
mechanisms and instruments of 
informal economies; and the dilemma 
of foreign direct investments.

The CIRS initiative addresses these increasingly important, but largely 
understudied, topics in Middle Eastern studies, and invited a number of 
experts to take part in in-depth, critical analysis of these pertinent issues. 
The resulting articles appear in a special issue of The Muslim World 111, 
no. 1 (2021).

 The Muslim World 111, no. 1 (2021)
 “The Political Economy of the Contemporary Middle East"
 Edited by Adel Abdel Ghaffar, GUQ

 Journal of Arabian Studies 10, no. 2 (2020)
 “The GCC Crisis: Qatar and its Neighbors"
 Edited by David B. Roberts, King's College

This CIRS special issue of the Journal 
of Arabian Studies contains research 
articles authored by experts on 
the states of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). Individually, the 
articles explore different aspects of 
the GCC crisis that began on June 5, 
2017, when Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Egypt, and 
Bahrain severed diplomatic ties with 
Qatar. The quartet imposed a land, 
maritime, and airspace blockade 
on the country, and restrictions 
on travels of their nationals to 
Qatar and Qatari nationals to 
their countries. The Maldives, 
Mauritania, Senegal, Djibouti, the 
Comoros, Jordan, the Tobruk-based 
Libyan government, and the Hadi-

led Yemeni government soon joined the quartet, and severed their ties 
with Qatar as well. To better understand the causes and consequences of 
the dynamics at work, CIRS launched a multi-year research initiative that 
examines the social, political, and economic consequences of the ongoing 
GCC crisis. The result is this Special Issue, a set of thoroughly reviewed 
articles that strive to advance the literature on the Gulf monarchies on an 
area of evident and contemporary concern.

This publication brings together articles illuminating hitherto less focused 
upon aspects of the GCC crisis. This is to advance a rounder grasp of the 
conditions that allowed for the blockade to instigate and the impact on 
important issues within the monarchies. The work that emerged from 2019 
and onwards benefit from the extra distance from the crisis. This collection 
similarly prospers from a healthier distance, the stabilization of the crisis, 
more time to reflect upon the resulting impacts, and the ability to build 
upon existing approaches.
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  Research Summary Report

Sites of Pluralism: Community Politics in the Middle East

Edited by Firat Oruc (Oxford University Press/Hurst 2019)
This volume examines the historic evolution of the pluralistic mosaic 
of the Middle East, and how it influences political, economic, and social 
dynamics across the region. Some of the studies focus on the sociopolitical 
understandings of pluralism within the Middle East, and how notions and 
narratives of the term “minority” are themselves conceptually problematic, 
and in fact frequently contested. Other chapters reexamine the role of the 
state in reference to promoting or challenging national diversity, through 
the implementation of homogenizing national narratives, as well as through 
the development of institutional structures of the state that govern the 
economy, political space, education, and other social sectors.

Sport, Politics, Society in the Middle East

Edited by Danyel Reiche and Tamir Sorek (Oxford University Press/Hurst 2019)
This volume integrates different academic disciplines from the humanities 
and social sciences, including business, cultural studies, communication, 
history, journalism, sociology, sports management, and political science. The 

This CIRS Research Summary 
Report highlights four recently 
completed research initiatives 
conducted and completed by the 
center. The publication provides 
full details of the background and 
scope of each completed research 
initiative as well as an overview of 
the aims, objectives, and research 
results of each project. The report 
contains abstracts of the final 
chapters published in the edited 
volumes recently published by 
CIRS as well as contributor 
biographies.

book offers original, in-depth, theoretically grounded, and richly empirical 
content. Some chapters identify common patterns in the historical 
developments of Middle Eastern sports, illustrate the common experience 
of Muslim female athletes throughout the region, analyze the diverse effects 
of regional mega-sporting events on Lebanon, and outline common trends 
in sport business in the GCC states. The contributors share a common 
understanding of Middle Eastern sports as a contested terrain, where 
struggles over resources, meanings, and identities are constantly taking 
place, and there is no inevitable outcome for these struggles.

The "Resource Curse" in the Persian Gulf

Edited by Mehran Kamrava (Routledge 2020)
The debate on whether resource abundance in general, and resource 
dependence in particular, is a curse or a blessing is an old one. Despite a 
recent proliferation of studies on rentierism, the “resource curse” has seldom 
been studied systematically in relation to the Persian Gulf. The chapters 
in this volume address this gap, looking specifically at the historical causes 
and genesis of the phenomenon and its consequences in a variety of areas, 
including human development, infrastructural growth, clientelism, state-
building and institutional evolution, and societal and gender relations. 
Together, the studies deepen our understanding of an important but so far 
understudied phenomenon.

Unfulfilled Aspirations: Middle Power Politics in the Middle East

Edited by Adham Saouli (Oxford University Press/Hurst 2020)
This volume is the first of its kind to interrogate, both conceptually and 
theoretically, the notion of middlepowerhood at the regional level, 
while also examining it empirically in several Middle Eastern contexts. 
The contributions extend the geographical focus of previous studies on 
middlepowerhood, which concentrated on traditional and emerging middle 
powers. Widening the scope of the study of middlepowerhood to the 
Middle East region, which is one of the most strategic and internationally 
penetrated regions of the world, has required conceptual and theoretical 
adaptations. Conceptually, the contributions relocate the analysis of middle 
powers to the regional level, and offer a set of criteria by which to identify 
middle power behavior. The empirical sections of the volume offer a wide 
scope to assess the quest for and limitations to middlepowerhood in various 
case studies.
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 Analytics: CIRS Academic Outreach (July 2020-June 2021)

 Appendix 

USA
24

UK
10

Turkey
1

Singapore
1

Qatar
41

Norway
1Netherlands

1

Lebanon
2

Germany
3

Finland
2

Canada
1

CIRS	Scholars	Engagement	2020-2021Participants in CIRS Initiatives (2020-2021): 87 scholars

5
Working Group 
Meetings

87
Affiliated Scholars

698
Lecture 
Attendees

8
Online Lectures

6
Research 
Initiatives

17
Podcasts

11
Blogs

3
Publications
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 CIRS Publications on Academia.edu (As of June 2021)

Academia.edu
A  CIRS Publications on Academia.edu (As of June 2021)

Academia.edu
A
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  Google Scholar Citations of CIRS Publications

Total Citations (As of June 2021): 4,553

 Top 15 Most Cited CIRS Publications (As of June 2021)

Publication Type of 
Publication

No. of 
Citations

1 Title: Qatar: Small State, Big Politics (2013)
Author: Mehran Kamrava Book 359

2 Title: The Modern Middle East (2013)
Author: Mehran Kamrava Book 337

3 Title: “A Theory of ‘Late Rentierism’ in the Arab States of the Gulf ” (2011)
Author: Matthew Gray

Occasional 
Paper 257

4 Title: “The Arab Spring and the Saudi-Led Counterrevolution,” Orbis (2012)
Author: Mehran Kamrava Journal Article 223

5 Title: Iran’s Intellectual Revolution (2008)
Author: Mehran Kamrava Book 184

6 Title: “Mediation and Qatari Foreign Policy" (2011)
Author: Mehran Kamrava Journal Article 152

7
Title: “Royal Factionalism and Political Liberalization in Qatar,” The Middle 
East Journal (2009)
Author: Mehran Kamrava

Journal Article 145

8 Title: “Workforce Nationalization in the Gulf Cooperation Council States” (2012)
Author: Kasim Randeree

Occasional 
Paper 119

9
Title: Networked Publics and Digital Contention: The Politics of Everyday Life in 
Tunisia (2015)
Author: Mohamed Zayani

Book 97

10 Title: “Britain and the Gulf Shaikhdoms, 1820-1971” (2009)
Author: James Onley

Occasional 
Paper 97

11 Title: Migrant Labor in the Persian Gulf (2012)
Author: Mehran Kamrava and Zahra Babar Book 88

12 Title: “Iraqi Refugees: Seeking Stability in Syria and Jordan” (2009)
Author: Patricia Weiss Fagen

Occasional 
Paper 87

13 Title: Revolution in Iran: The Roots of Turmoil (2017)
Author: Mehran Kamrava Book 85

14
Title: “Why do they Keep Coming? Labor Migrants in the Persian Gulf 
States” in Migrant Labor in the Persian Gulf (2012)
Author: Andrew Gardner

Book Chapter 85

15 Title: Understanding Comparative Politics: A Framework for Analysis
Author: Mehran Kamrava Book 83

 CIRS Website

 Analytics: Communication & Outreach (2020-2021)

 Website Audience Demographics
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 CIRS Website

 Website Acquisitions

 CIRS Website

 Audience by Country

 Most Viewed Pages

 Most Viewed: CIRS Homepage
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 CIRS Twitter Account

 Top Tweet (July 2020-June 2021)

2.5k
All-time Followers 

20k
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 Twitter Activity (July 2020-June 2021)

 CIRS YouTube Channel

 Viewers by Gender

 Top Videos (July 2020-June 2021)
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 Viewers by Age

 Viewer Acquisition

 Viewers by Geography

 CIRS Facebook Account

 Top facebook Post
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 CIRS Facebook Account
 Audience Information

 Followers by Country (July 2020-June 2021)

 CIRS Instagram Page (As of June 2021)
 Audience Information

 Top 5 Instagram Posts
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 Building a Legacy Podcasts (July 2020-June 2021)

 Anchor: Audience Information

Anchor World Cup Podcasts
EpisodeTitle Plays

Episode 9 | Houtan Homayounpour | Labor Market Reforms and the World Cup 2022 | March 2021 84
Episode 12 | Valter Di Salvo | Football Talent Development in Qatar | May 2021 74
Episode 8 | Experiences of Qatari Women Football Players | February 2021 67
Episode 1 | Danyel Reiche | Introduction | Building a Legacy: Qatar FIFA World Cup 2022 65
Episode 7 | Anne and Adam Sobel | Migrant Labor and the Qatar 2022 World Cup | January 2021 64
Episode 11 | Faras Ghani | The Qatar World Cup in the Local Media | April 2021 51
Episode 10 | Amal Mohammad & Hajar Saleh | Women Coaches and Referees in Qatar | April 2021 48
Episode 4 | David Harding | Media and the World Cup | November 2020 40
Episode 13 | Amal Al Malki | The World Cup and Women's Rights in Qatar | June 2021 32
Episode 6 | Ahmed Hashim | Football Fandom in Qatar | January 2021 29

 SoundCloud

 Anchor: Top Episodes
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 Anchor: Audience Information
 Energy Humanities Podcasts (June 2021)

EpisodeTitle Plays
Ways of Seeing: Tracing Lived Energy in Archive Film and Fiction | June 2021 27
Elizabeth Barrios | Reading for Oil | June 2021 17
Anto Mohsin | Electricity and Everyday Life in Doha | June 2021 14
Diana J. Montaño | How Everyday People Electrified Mexico City | June 2021 10

 Anchor: Top Episodes

Ahmad Dallal
Director

Zahra Babar 
Associate Director for Research 

 Initiates, develops, and oversees  
 CIRS research initiatives 
 CIRS-GUQ faculty liaison 
 Contributes to CIRS Publications.

CIRS Staff

Maram Al-Qershi
Administrative Coordinator

 Coordinates logistics for fellows,  
 lecturers, and working groups 
 Handles Director’s schedule 
 Manages CURA student fellows.

Misba Bhatti
Research Analyst

 Conducts background research  
 Tabulates graphs and charts for CIRS  

 web-based projects 
 Manages CIRS online profile and  

 podcast research content.

 Directs all CIRS activities  
 and research initiatives. 
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Adrieann Perez
Office Assistant

Suzi Mirgani 
Assistant Director for Publications

 Manages CIRS publications 
 Manages digital and social media 
 Collaborates on research initiatives

Elizabeth Wanucha
Operations Manager

 Manages grant cycles 
 Organizes working group meetings 
 Assists with planning CIRS   

 research initiatives

 Welcomes guests to CIRS 
 Performs clerical duties 
 Assists with organizing CIRS   

 lectures and events

 CIRS Steering Committee

Uday Chandra
Georgetown University 
in Qatar

Eddie Kolla
Georgetown University 
in Qatar

Reza Pirbhai
Georgetown University 
in Qatar

Sonia Alonso Saenz
De Oger
Georgetown University 
in Qatar

The main objective of the CIRS Steering Committee is to reinforce the 
integration of CIRS and the GU-Q faculty by ensuring faculty input and 
perspective in planning CIRS initiatives and by promoting the activities of 
CIRS among the faculty.
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Main Image used for the CIRS Energy Humanities Research Initiative. 
Amin Roshan, Wandering, 2019. Acrylic and crude oil, silk screen on canvas, 80×110 cm. 
Courtesy of Amin Roshan.

Main image used for the Energy Humanities Research Initiative.
Amin Roshan, Wandering, 2019. 
Acrylic and crude oil, silk screen on canvas, 80×110 cm. 
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Center for International and Regional Studies
Georgetown University in Qatar
Education City, Qatar Foundation
P. O. Box 23689
Doha, State of Qatar

cirs.georgetown.edu
Telephone +974 4457 8400
Fax +974 4457 8401


