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MULTILINGUAL
STUDENTS ON CAMPUS

 
INTERNATIONALIZATION
Recent decades have seen a large increase in the number
of multilingual students attending US universities; while
these students are heavily recruited, they often are not
integrated into campus life once they arrive (Geary, 2016).
Colleges and universities are currently confronting the
challenge of internationalizing their campuses. Some of
this work can and should be done in the classroom.

CREATING JUST CLASSROOMS

THE DEFICIT MODEL
Though multilingual students bring with them a wealth
of cultural knowledge, due to linguistic and cultural
differences, they are often viewed through a lens of
deficiency (Rose-Redwood, C.A. & Rose-Redwood, R.,
2018). Much of this deficit model has been rooted in a
"monolingual principle" (Howatt, 1984) that assumes that
a student's native language can only create linguistic
interference. 

MONOLINGUAL PEDAGOGY
Monolingual pedagogy "emphasizes instructional use of
the target language to the exclusion of students' [other
languages]" (Cummins, 2007). This exclusion necessarily
devalues multilingual identities and positions both the
other languages and their speakers as inferior.

MULTILINGUAL PEDAGOGY
While monolingualism assumes and advocates for
replacement, multilingualism encourages cross-cultural
exchanges in the classroom, leading to a deeper
understanding of the material and a greater sense of
community among the students (Garcia & Willis, 2014).
Intercultural fluency fosters a sense of belonging, which
has been shown to increase academic performance and
student persistence at their institutions (Glass &
Westmount, 2014).

LINGUISTIC INCLUSION
Just classrooms celebrate the cultural and linguistic
backgrounds of all students and strive to incorporate
them into the classroom as much as possible. Allowing
students to use their native languages when appropriate
and to discuss their diverse perspectives in class signifies
their voices are valued and cultivates the hope that our
campuses can become communities where all students
find meaning, belonging, and places for growth. 
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Challenging the values, assumptions, and beliefs that
construct language can create a more just campus,
which is integral to the work we do in Jesuit Higher
Education. Additionally, viewing students through the
lens of the unique perspectives, experiences, and skills
they bring the classroom rather than through a deficit
model furthers the social justice mandate to care for the
most vulnerable members of our communities (UAP).


