
The promise of democracy project aims
to integrate and gradually enhance civic learning
and engagement on the promise of democracy
into coursework, curriculum, student
programming, and faculty and staff professional
development for its alignment with the
University’s mission and the objectives of its new
Magis Core. 

Funding from the Davis Educational Foundation
has supported new courses and course modules
on the promise of democracy in the American
experience and comparatively across the world
both historically and today in such fields as
Anthropology/Sociology, Communication,
English, History, International Studies, Modern
Languages, and Politics.

Mission

Middle: Dr. Sandy Pope (Director, Center for Civic Reflection, Salisbury Uni.) led a Civic Engagement training workshop for more than 20
faculty, staff, and students at Fairfield University in January, 2020.
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Right: Participants responded to "The Role of News
in Our Democracy",  a virtual  discussion by  Leonard
Downie, former Executive Editor of the Washington
Post, in October, 2020.

Under the leadership of the College of Arts
and Sciences, the Davis grant has supported
Fairfield University’s mission to educate
students on community formation,
productive engagement in differences,
discerning responsibilities beyond
themselves, and building collective civil life--
values informed by Fairfield’s Jesuit mission.
At a time of increasing polarization, civic
decline and challenges to democratic norms
and practices, such engagement is vital for
educating a new generation to carry forward
and expand upon democracy.
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Civic Reflection

Train the Trainers
Dr. Sandy Pope (Director, Center for
Civic Reflection, Salisbury Uni.)
conducted in-person and
online training to a total of 38 faculty,
staff and students in 2020 and 2021. 

Student-led Engagement
Office of Student Diversity and
Multicultural Affairs and the CARE
Team

“Are Boundaries Borders?”
on Jennifer Lopez and Shakira’s
2020 Superbowl Halftime
performance
“Creating Unity During Isolation”
on pandemic-induced xenophobia
"Health Care Inequities" on
vaccine-related equity issues 

Collaborative Engagement
MLK Celebration Committee and the
CARE Team

“Borderlands and Constructions
of Latinx Identities in the U.S.”
Virtual Civic Reflection of excerpts
from Gloria Anzaldua
"Democracy and 1619?” In-
person Civic Reflection on
the 1619 Project

Civic Engagement AppFaculty Learning Community

Pedagogical tool - The web-based app is
designed for inviting and facilitating classroom
discussions.
Invitational Questions - Four faculty members
developed more than 120 questions covering
history, political science, and media literacy for
classroom use.
Instant Feedback - The app provides instant
visualization of student responses for
discussion.
Content Management - Instructors can reuse
and revise banked questions to customize their
question sets quickly.
Expanding Content - FLC participants are
asked to develop new questions for the
app based on their specialty.

Student
Leaders

23 faculty members
participated in FLC dedicated to the theme
of “Civic Education through the Promise of
Democracy.”

13 new courses
relating to civic education and the promise
of democracy have been created including
“Free Speech: From philosophical origins
to digital debates” and “Democracy in
Black Voices”.

6 course modules
have been created including “Democracy
from a Sociological/Historical Perspective”
and "Culture and Refugees".
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