
The United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women, 
hosted in Beijing in 1995, was one of the largest multilateral 
events ever convened, and then-First Lady Hillary Clinton's 
"Women's Rights are Human Rights" speech helped to build 
a lasting constituency committed to advancing global 
women's issues.
The Library’s newest exhibition, “Women’s Rights are 
Human Rights: The United States and the U.N. Fourth 
World Conference on Women,” tells the story of the United 
States' preparation for and participation in the conference, 
and the conference's legacy.
The exhibition includes more than 100 photos, documents, 
conference materials, media coverage, and other items that 
illustrate the United States’ preparation for and participation 

in the conference, and the conference’s legacy. Many of the 
objects in the exhibition come from the archives of 
Ambassador Melanne Verveer, chief of staff to First Lady 
Hillary Clinton and the first ambassador-at-large for global 
women’s issues, and have never been published before. 
Verveer generously donated these items and other materials 
to the Booth Family Center for Special Collections, where 
they will be made available for research, instruction, and 
public programs. There are also some items loaned by Theresa 
Loar, former director of the U.S. State Department's global 
conference secretariat. 
View the exhibition at library.georgetown.edu/exhibitions. It 
was guest-curated by Verveer and Rebecca Turkington 
(F’17), and produced by Library Art Curator LuLen Walker.
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LIFE-SAVING DEVICE 
INVENTED in MAKER HUB 
PREPARES for LAUNCH
The hills of Georgetown posed a particular and potentially deadly challenge 
for Shavini Fernando (G’18). She lives with severe pulmonary hypertension 
due to Eisenmenger’s Syndrome, and doctors recommended against living 
alone or in areas with lots of hills and steps. While she was on campus, she 
experienced several cardiac arrests due to sudden drops in oxygen levels. 
“I’m used to it and know how to stay calm,” Fernando said, and she knew 
the technique to administer self-CPR to restart her heart when it 
happened.
But she realized that a better device for monitoring oxygen levels could be a 
valuable, potentially life-saving tool for herself and people with a host of 
conditions, including sickle-cell anemia, COPD, and cystic fibrosis. “If you 
monitor oxygen levels, you can predict things like seizures that can trigger a 
stroke or cardiac arrest,” she explained. Existing pulse oximeters perform 
that function, but they take the form of bulky finger cuffs. Fernando 
decided to create a smaller, wearable device that could take measurements 
continuously.
Fernando was a regular user of the Maker Hub for both coursework and 
personal projects while she was a student in the Communication, Culture, 
and Technology program, so it was an obvious choice to work on OxiWear 
there. “I was a software developer, and I had no clue how to do this,” she 
said. But in the Maker Hub she learned soldering to create the electronics, 
and 3D printing to develop models. 
With training and the collaborative environment of the Maker Hub, she 
had created her first prototype of a basic sensor, worn over the ear, by the 
end of the semester.
Fernando didn’t start developing OxiWear with the intention of turning it 
into a business. But she entered and won the SFS Global Impact pitch 
competition, which gave her an opportunity to craft and refine a business 
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Top left: Shavini Fernando giving a presentation about OxiWear. Below: 
Fernando in the Maker Hub.

FROM the 
DEAN
It is our pleasure to share this issue of 
the Library Associates Newsletter, 
which recounts some of the 
meaningful ways Library staff are 
helping preserve Georgetown's past and enable its future.
From working with colleagues on campus to prepare an 
exhibition in the Booth Family Center for Special 
Collections commemorating the UN Conference on 
Women to supporting a student developing a life-saving 
device in the Maker Hub, staff extend their expertise and 
commitment to advancing the impact of teaching, 
learning, and research at Georgetown and beyond.
An increasingly hybrid organization, the library has its 
feet firmly planted in both the physical and digital 
realities of today’s world. Our efforts to acquire, describe, 
and preserve notable records, interviews, art, and other 
materials are enhanced through the use of digital tools 
and methods to make these materials more accessible, 
whether online or in-person.
Your support is invaluable to the Library’s ability to 
address the evolving academic needs of Georgetown 
students and faculty. Our goal is to align the work of the 
Library with the University’s directions and priorities. In 
this time of thanksgiving and Light, we are ever grateful 
to you and wish you the very best during this holiday 
season and throughout the new year.

pitch. She built on that experience when then-Maker Hub 
Manager Don Undeen nominated OxiWear for the 2018 Bark 
Tank competition.
“When I climbed up to that stage, I remember my heart rate 
was close to 200.” Fernando recalls. “I cranked up my oxygen so 
I didn’t go blue on stage.” OxiWear won both first prize in the 
competition and the people’s choice vote, earning $35,000 to aid 
in development.
Since then, she and her team have worked to make the device 
smaller and have added features, including the ability to send 
text alerts to emergency contacts, a synchronized mobile app, 
and a button that can call 911 for assistance.
Fernando also faced business and logistical challenges. As an 
international student, she had to wait until graduation to get a 
work visa. A law firm helped her file patents and trademarks, 
and she also worked with the Library’s Business Liaison and 
Reference Librarian Jennifer Boettcher to prepare a patent 
search—a potentially complicated and pricey process. “I can save 
you money by going to a free source, and I can save you time by 
teaching you how to conduct the search effectively,” Boettcher 
said. She helped Fernando use the U.S. Patent Office’s free 
databases for patent applications and granted patents, and 
shared other marketing resources subscribed to by the Library.
OxiWear will begin beta testing in January 2022, and Fernando 
hopes to launch it for consumers by June. In addition to 
potentially saving lives, Fernando's invention may also reduce 
health care costs for both hospitals and patients by allowing 
doctors to monitor their patients remotely.



ART ACQUISITIONS from 
the FAIRCHILD FUND
In 2020, several historic and contemporary prints with a 
focus on diversity were added to the University Art 
Collection, thanks to the generous support of the Fairchild 
Fund. These pieces expand our holdings of works by women 
artists, African Americana, and the Latinx community. We 
plan to use these items in a variety of courses in history, art 
history, studio art, and women’s and gender studies.
New acquisitions include:
Blackglam Legends: Black Jessye 
Margaret Rose Vendryes
Vendryes’s African Diva Project links African American 
celebrities to their African roots by depicting them wearing 
traditional African masks. This 2019 digital collage re-
interprets a 1992 advertisement for Blackglama mink 
featuring opera diva Jessye Norman.

Phillis Wheatley 
Bernard Lemercier & Cie.
This French lithograph, printed ca. 1834–42 in Revue des 
Colonies, Paris, is one of only two accepted portraits of Phillis 
Wheatley, who is acclaimed as the first African American to 
publish a book of poetry.

Detention at the Border of Language 
Enrique Chagoya
In this print, Chagoya juxtaposes a 
Mayan ceremonial mask with a 
cartoon-like rendering of a 1853 
painting by Karl Ferdinand Wimar, The 
Abduction of Daniel Boone’s Daughter, as 
a "...reminder that all nations in the 
Americas were created by 
undocumented immigrants from 
Europe.” This print will be included in 
the forthcoming Booth exhibition, "Art 
of Homage."

Mom in Harlem 
Judy McReynolds Bowman
While an art student at Morris Brown 
College and Clark Atlanta University, 
Bowman contributed to the decoration 
of the Interdenominational Theological 

Center's Martin Luther King, Jr. Library and met Dr. King’s 
wife Coretta and his mother Alberta, which had a formative 
impact on her career. Mom in Harlem reflects on Bowman’s 
childhood and stories of her mother.

Harriet Tubman and The Compass 
Winifred Milius Lubell
Lubell grew up in a family which had friendships with many 
of the prominent artists of her time. She wrote and illustrated 
over fifty books, many of which advocated women’s rights 
and racial equality. These rare woodcuts are a tribute to the 
heroism of Harriet Tubman, who led some seventy enslaved 
people out of captivity via the Underground Railroad. 

Above: Mom in Harlem. Below, clockwise from top left: Phyllis Wheatley, Blackglam Legends, 
Harriet Tubman, The Compass, and Detention at the Border of Language.
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SHARING the STORIES of WOMEN PEACEMAKERS
How can a fashion show help to end a civil war? That’s one 
of the many stories told in the Profiles in Peace Oral History 
Collection, now available in DigitalGeorgetown.
Profiles in Peace is a project of the Georgetown Institute for 
Women, Peace, and Security. Over the past three years, 
GIWPS has been working with oral historian Maggie 
Lemere to collect in-depth oral histories from women about 
their experiences and work to bring about peace.
Nobel Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee’s oral history, for 
example, describes how her early work with the Women in 
Peacebuilding Network included organizing “resocialization” 
activities—including the aforementioned fashion show—that 
helped women realize they did not need to limit their 
potential. That experience helped her develop into an activist 
who, a few years later, led a successful protest by women who 
threatened to remove their clothes if negotiators couldn’t 
come to an agreement in peace talks during the Second 
Liberian Civil War. 
The Library’s involvement is an important component of the 
project. “Often people collect interviews, but they’re not 
archived and the potentially valuable material gets lost,” 
Lemere said. GIWPS worked with Library Head of 

Information Technology Suzanne Chase and Assistant 
Archivist Ann Galloway to formalize archiving standards for 
the project. 
“Preserving the Profiles in Peace oral history collection 
enables the University Archives to meet our mission of 
collecting and preserving material of enduring value 
produced by the extraordinary staff and researchers at 
Georgetown,” Galloway said.
Profiles in Peace currently has fifteen oral histories, and the 
collection will grow as GIWPS conducts more interviews. 
Access the collection at bit.ly/ProfilesInPeace.

LIBRARY HELPS BUILD AIDS RESEARCH DATABASE
A collaboration between the Library and the Georgetown 
University Medical Center will facilitate access to data and 
findings from a study about psychosocial resiliencies–"healthy 
aging"–among men living with and without HIV.
The Multicenter AIDS Cohort Study (MACS) has studied 
the treatment and prevention of HIV among 7,357 sexual 
minority men since 1984. Dr. Michael Plankey, a clinical 
infectious disease professor in the Department of Medicine, 

Division of General Internal Medicine at Georgetown 
University Medical Center, is a MACS co-investigator and 
co-principal investigator of the healthy aging sub-study.
Dr. Plankey worked with staff in the Library Information 
Technology department to develop the MACS Healthy Aging 
Database (bit.ly/3HUBNpd). “I’m an epidemiologist, and I 
have an idea of how data can be stored and held, but I don’t 
have a lot of knowledge about information dissemination and 
display,” Plankey said. “The Library had the skill to make that 
happen for me.”
The site will make it easy for researchers to identify and 
request available data sets, and encourage further research 
using the information. It also serves as an information portal 
for study participants, who are too often overlooked in the 
information dissemination plans of research studies. The 
participant portal includes several infographics, brief videos, 
and other media to help explain the study findings.
“This project is a great example of the utility of digitally 
enabled scholarship,” observed Megan Martinsen, the Library’s 
Digital Scholarship Librarian. 



More than 20,000 pages documenting the history of the 
Maryland Province have been digitized and are now available 
in DigitalGeorgetown. The Archives of the Maryland 
Province of the Society of Jesus represent a crucial primary 
source for the study of the Jesuit Order from the mid-17th 
century to the 20th, and, more broadly, for the study of 
Catholicism in America. The archive also documents the 
history and development of Georgetown University. As such, 
they are a valuable and high-interest research collection.
Subseries 1.1 comprises correspondence related to the 
provincial, or head, of the Maryland Province from 1805–
1883. It contains 430 folders of documents, including 
materials related to the 1838 sale of 272 enslaved people. The 
addition of this subseries to the repository represents a 
significant milestone in a project that began with 
recommendations from the University's Working Group on 
Slavery, Memory, and Reconciliation over five years ago. The 
full archives are being re-processed, and all materials from 
before 1900 will be digitized and made available online. 
Additional series and subseries will be added to 
DigitalGeorgetown as they are completed.
The Archives of the Maryland Province of the Society of 

Jesus includes materials from 1634-1995, although the bulk 
of the materials date from 1800-1875. Subseries 1.1 includes 
materials from and related to Ignatius Brocard, Angelus M. 
Paresce, Burchard Villiger, Charles H. Stonestreet, and 
Francis Dzierozynski, among others.

FIRST SUBSERIES of MARYLAND PROVINCE 
ARCHIVES AVAILABLE in DIGITAL GEORGETOWN

NEW WEBSITE COMING
The Library will launch a redesigned website in the winter intersession 
period after final exams.
The website was last redesigned in 2013. Its content management system is 
nearing the end of its lifespan and will no longer receive security patches 
next year. Upgrading provides an opportunity to refine the site’s look and 
navigation, and to meet changes to the University’s accessibility and visual 
identity policies that have been implemented since the last redesign.
Highlights of the new design include:
• Workshops and speakers, exhibitions, and notable collections will be 

featured on the front page.
• Library hours will be easy to find in a prominent position.
• A redesigned mobile version, with larger buttons and menus, will make 

browsing easier on smaller screens.
• Account logins and catalog, database, and journal searching will remain 

conveniently located at the top of the page.
A committee of Library staff has been working since October 2020 to 
identify user needs, review the websites of peer institutions for best practices, 
conduct usability testing, and iterate new designs.

Segment of an 1821 letter from John W. Beschter about procuring a 
painting for St. John's
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In recent months, the Library has welcomed several new staff 
members in a variety of critical positions. Please welcome:
• David Strout joined the Library as Maker Hub manager 

September 7. 
• Cindy Bowen joined the Library IT department as 

systems librarian September 1.
• Ben Cushing started as access services specialist August 

23.
• Anna Lacy became metadata project coordinator for 

archival collections in Metadata Services August 23.
• Clarissa Ihssen joined the Library as science librarian 

October 1.
In addition, two Library employees have taken on new roles 
in the organization. 
• Dana Aronowitz was promoted to resource sharing 

services supervisor August 23. 
• Emily Guhde was appointed director of organizational 

effectiveness and planning August 1. 

WOODSTOCK PROJECT 
PROTECTS HISTORIC 
BROSNAN PHOTOGRAPHS
Thousands of glass plate lantern slides created by an early Jesuit 
photography expert, held in storage for nearly a century, will be 
preserved for future researchers thanks to a Woodstock Theological 
Library project.
Glass plate lantern slides were an early form of photography, and 
were used for both entertainment and education. Most of the more 
than 3,000 slides in the Woodstock College Archives were shot, 
developed, and hand-colored by John Brosnan, S.J., the Maryland 
Province’s resident photographer. Brosnan was renowned for his 
skills, publishing articles on the process for the Bulletin of the 
American Association of Jesuit Scientists. 
The slides form a disparate collection. Brosnan documented the 
people and places of the Maryland Province, and was particularly 
enamored of the wildlife around Woodstock, Maryland. The 
collection also includes a small number of slides from outside photo 
companies. Many were used for class lectures on the Middle East, 
China, geology, botany, and astronomy.
These beautiful slides also contain a wealth of information for 
scholars on the Maryland Province and Jesuit pedagogy. But most of 
the slides are more than 100 years old, and like all early photo material, they could suffer irreversible deterioration if not cared 
for properly. 
The slides' original wooden storage boxes could, over time, threaten their condition. Wood is slightly acidic, and those acids 
can eventually deteriorate the slides. To prevent that, Woodstock Theological Library Archivist Adrian Vaagenes is rehousing 
the slides in specially created, acid-free paper enclosures, which are themselves stored in chemically safe cardboard boxes. This 
is a slow and delicate job, because some of the slides have cracks or chips from poor handling in the past. 
The Library is also creating a spreadsheet with the details about each slide, such as its subject, creator, and creation date. The 
spreadsheet will make it easier for future scholars to use the collection. 

NEW LIBRARY STAFF

One of the slides taken, developed, and hand-colored by John 
Brosnan, S.J.
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