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John Thompson, center, waves goodbye to the Madison Square Garden crowd after being presented a commemorative sweater from former St. John’s Head Coach Lou Carnesecca, right, and St. John’s president Donald J. Harrington. 

Legend Passes Torch to Assistant After 27 Years, Thompson Resigns 
Basketball Icon Cites Personal 

Issues For Surprise Departure 
By SEAN P. FLYNN 4 
Hoya Starr Writer   

The news spread like a wildfire on the evening of Jan. 7. The 
future of a Washington, D.C., institution was at stake, but this 

story was not the one people were expecting. 
In a stunning turn of events, at about 10 a.m. on Jan. 8, John 

Thompson resigned from his job as head coach of the 
Georgetown men’s basketball team, effective immediately, due 

to “personal problems” stemming from a divorce from his wife, 
Gwendolyn. 

“I am not retiring,” Thompson stressed at the McDonough 
Arena press conference held in front of a backdrop of the 
jerseys of former Hoyas who have played in the National 
Basketball Association. “I have resigned as head basketball 
coach at Georgetown University. Let’s make that very clear.” 

Taking over for Thompson is Hoya assistant Craig Esherick 
(CAS °78, LAW °82), a former Georgetown guard who was a 
graduate assistant under Thompson from 1979-1981 and a full- 
time assistant since 1982. 

“I haven’t slept a whole lot or eaten a whole lot since,” 
Esherick said at the press conference. “This day is not the type 
of day I thought I’d have when I became a head coach.” 

Meanwhile, the 57-year-old Thompson ended his 27-year 
association as skipper of the Hoyas, a tenure in which the 6- 
foot-10 former backup to Bill Russell on two Boston Celtics 
NBA championship teams transformed a small Jesuit univer- 
sity on the Potomac into a college-basketball powerhouse. 

In an emotional speech, Georgetown President Leo J. 
O’Donovan, S.J., thanked Thompson for his “leadership, your 

vision, your commitment and your integrity. Thank you for the 
innumerable contributions you’ve made quietly, off the court, 
that no one will ever hear about and that no sports statistic will 
ever reflect.” 

O’Donovan was one of many Georgetown luminaries who 
surrounded Thompson at the press conference. Sitting be- 
hind Thompson were members of the current team as well as 
numerous former Thompson players, including Patrick Ewing 
(CAS 85), Alonzo Mourning (CAS ’92), Dikembe Mutumbo 

(CAS °91), Anthony Allen (CAS 91) and Don Reid (COL °95). 

Thompson’s resignation came in the midst of one of 
Georgetown’s worst seasons since he came to the Hilltop in 
1972. The Hoyas were 7-6 at the time of the resignation, 

See THOMPSON, rp. 7   

Georgetown Graduate Esherick 

Appointed New Head Coach 

By Davio Wone 
Hoya Starr WRITER   

A new chapter in Georgetown athletics was opened on 
Jan. 8 as alumnus and long-time assistant coach Craig 
Esherick takes the reins of rs 
Georgetown’s storied men’s basket- : 
ball program. 
Moments after Thompson stunned 

the Georgetown community and col- 
lege basketball world with his resigna- 
tion on Jan. 8, Athletic Director Jo- 

seph Lang introduced Esherick as the 
16th head men’s basketball coach in 
the program’s 92-year history. 
“[Esherick] is the best person to lead 

our basketball program and provides 
us with stability and continuity, a link 
with tradition and exciting possibilities for the future,” 

  

Esherick 

Lang said. “He embodies the values that have made 
Georgetown basketball the living tradition that it is.” 
According to Lang, the university was in the process 

of working out a long-term contract with Esheric. As an 
assistant, Esherick signed one-year contracts whose 
details the university not disclose. Thompson is said to 
have earned around $350,000 last season. 
Esherick played for the Hoyas under Thompson from 

1974-78, starting several games at guard during his se- 
nior season. As a player, Esherick is famous for making 
a40-foot, tying shot at the buzzer against George Wash- 
ington in 1978, a game the Hoyas eventually won in 
overtime. 

Though Esherick has never held a head coaching 
position — he served as interim coach for the five games 
Thompson missed during his tenure — Georgetown 
President Leo J. O’Donovan, S.J. approved his appointed 
Esherick to one of college basketball’s most high-profile 
coaching positions based heavily on Thompson’s rec- 
ommendation. 

“I consider it an honor that Thompson asked Father 
O’Donovan that I become the new head coach,” Esherick 

See ESHERICK ».2 
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“My wife asked me, ‘Why are you so proud of 
’ 

this man?’ I said, ‘You don't know this man’. ” 

— Dikembe Mutombo (CAS 91) 

Atlanta Hawks center 

“A white towel was always over his shoulder, 

but it was never, ever, thrown in.” 

— Bill Lyon 

Philadelphia Inquirer 

“No one — I mean no one — could have made Georgetown 

a national power better than John Thompson did.” 

— Dean Smith 

Former North Carolina coach 

  

Moving Op: 
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rgetown Ushers In Esherick Era 
New Coach Is Former Hoya Player, Assistant Coach, Graduate 
ESHERICK, rroM p.1 

said. “And I also consider myself a complete fool to follow in his footsteps. He 
has done the best that he can to' prepare me for this, and whether or not I do a good 
job, Iknow that I was a very good assistant coach, and I know that I’ve been prepared 
by the man who I think is the best college coach in the country right now.” 
Esherick’s situation mirrors that of current North Carolina Head Coach Bill 

Guthridge, who succeeded the legendary Dean Smith. Guthridge, a long-time 
Smith assistant who never held a head coaching position, was promoted in 1997 

  

after Smith’s surprise retirement. 
Under Thompson, Esherick’s duties included nearly every aspect of the 

team. His emphasis was on recruiting, and was instrumental in helping the 
Hoyas land a heralded class of recruits for next season, including highly- 
touted guard Courtland Freeman. 
“Coach Thompson has let me see every side of the business, from picking 

up basketballs to talking to NBA general managers,” Esherick said. “He has 
shown me every facet of this business. Because of that, it has prepared me 
for the job. 

“I didn’thave the luxury of not getting used to it right away. It’s something 
I had to do.” 
Esherick is expected to retain long-time assistant coach Mike Riley, who was 

a former teammate at Georgetown, and first-year assistant Ronny Thompson. 
Esherick inherits a struggling Hoya team which had lost four of its previous 

five games heading into its toughest stretch of the season. Georgetown faces 
three ranked teams in the next two weeks, all conference games. The Hoyas 
are 12th out of 13 teams in the Big East, but have shown steady progress, 

  

“We’re building. But the bottom line in this 

business is that you do have to win.” 

— Head Coach Craig Esherick 
  

“At the end of the December we were playing better than when we were in 
November. We're building,” Esherick said. “I want us to do the best we can 
and win some games. It’s not going to be easy. 
“But the bottom line in this business is that you do have to win.” 
Esherick graduated from the School of Business in 1978 with a degree in 

finance, and in 1982 earned a law degree from Georgetown Law School. After 
a short stint as an assistant at St. Anthony’s High School, Esherick became 
a graduate assistant with Thompson and Georgetown in 1979 and was hired 
as a full-time assistant coach in 1982. 

A member of the Washington, D.C. Bar Association, Esherick also served 
a a scout for the 1988 U.S. Olympic team which Thompson coached. 

All told, Esherick has been affiliated with Georgetown University for the 
past 25 years. : 

“Craig has spent 17 years coaching at Georgetown preparing for this day,” Lang 
said. “Craig knows X’s and O’s, how to build a team and he has experienced and 
successfully worked through the highs and lows that are an inevitable part 
of life as a coach.” 
Esherick is married to Theo Stamos, assistant commonwealth attorney for   Craig Esherick signals to his players during an 81-79 loss to Syracuse. 

  

Sad Eplilogue to a Great Story 
T LAST MONDAYS GAME AGAINST ST. JOHN’S AT 

Madison Square Garden, former Men’s Basket 
ball Head Coach John Thompson was honored 

in a pregame ceremony with former foe Lou Carnesecca, 
St. John’s head coach during the Big East’s heyday. 
Thompson was presented with a sweater, Carnesecca’s 
signature clothing during his coaching days. 

The gift was a direct reference to one of Thompson’s 
most famous moments, the Feb. 27, 1985, “Sweater 

Incident,” when Thompson 

and now Shernard Long’s transfer to Georgia State. 
The other part of the problem is far deeper — a certain 

arrogance that emanates from the program. So much of 
what happens when it comes to Georgetown men’s 
basketball totally disregards the student body, such as 
the refusal to have a Midnight Madness celebration, the 
playing of games off campus, the perennial scheduling 
of cupcakes like Indiana-Purdue and Grambling State ° 
and the placement of student seating in the endzones. 

Too often it seems like students   

stunned a Madison Square Garden 
crowd by wearing a vintage 
Carnesecca sweater. “I didn’t mind 
him upstaging me,” Carnesecca 
‘says of the game, “but he had to 

beat me, too. He took the crowd 

out of the game and he took us 
out, t00.” Thompson’s showman-       

SEAN P. FLYNN 

Basketball 

are the least important part of the 
Georgetown basketball puzzle. 

In truth, it’s an ends-justifies- 

the-means situation — none of 
these qualms we have with the 
program matter if the team wins; 
but except for the seniors who 
were around to see Allen 

on 

    * ship helped the No. 2 Hoyas easily ; 
avenge an earlier loss to the No. 1 Redmen, as the Hoyas 
won 85-69. Georgetown would beat St. John’s two 
weeks later in the Big East and three weeks after that 
would defeat the Redmen in the NCAA semifinal. 

14 years later, this sweater ceremony represented a 
bygone era, a day and age when Big East basketball 
was fun, when the Garden was always sold out for 
Redmen games, and St. John’s and Georgetown were 
two of the premier programs in the nation. Every battle 
was an epic struggle. Every rivalry was fierce. And 
every game had national implications. Now the Hoyas 
game against the No. 11 Red Storm couldn’t draw 
10,000 fans to the Garden. Back here in Washington, 

student apathy towards Georgetown hoops is as high 
as it has ever been. While Georgetown home games 
used to be a hot ticket on this campus, nowadays the 
Hoyas have trouble getting students to games, even 
after moving to the more convenient MCI Center. 

The last 10 days have been filled with various well- 
deserved tributes to Thompson. To the black commu- 
nity, Thompson’s impact is immeasurable. Black 
coaches owe their current jobs in large part to what 
Thompson’s success did for them. To Thompson’s 
players, he was an authority figure who made sure that 
they had an education coming out of college. For all 
black players, Thompson was a spokesman, highlighted 
by his boycott of two games in 1989 due to freshman 
eligibility requirements that he found discriminatory. For . 
Georgetown the institution, Thompson’s presence has 
allowed it to hit the bigtime, specifically in college 
basketball but also academically. As applications 
increased because of the basketball team’s success, 

Georgetown began to gain a higher stature as a school. 
But because Thompson’s impact on the country has 

been so widespread, lost in the mix is what the current 
Georgetown: students have thought. As Georgetown 
has struggled, the students stopped showing up. 

Part of the problem is a series of embarrassing incidents 
in the last two years. News surrounding the team 10 years 
ago usually involved who it beat or how far in the NCAA . 
Tournament it was going to go or even about the social 
issues Thompson was championing. But ever since 
Georgetown lost to UNC-Charlotte in the NCAA 
Tournament first round in March of 1997, good news has 

‘been replaced by embarrassing news. Victor Page’s early 
departure; Ed Sheffey’s marijuana conviction in 
Landover, Md., transfer to New Mexico and car wreck in 

West Texas; Kenny Brunner’s disappearance, transfer to 
Fresno State and arrest for assault with a samurai sword; 
Kevin Millen’s (GSB °95) arrest for stalking Thompson 

Iverson, most of the current 

student body has seen more scandal than success. 
In its heyday, the arrogance of the Georgetown 

basketball program was endearing to Hoya fans. From 
Thompson’s outspokenness on controversial public 
issues to the wearing of gray uniforms at home and the 
accusations of “Basket-brawl,” being a fan of the team 

that everyone loved to hate was fun. 
But for a junior like myself, Georgetown basketball 

just hasn’t been fun. While the arrogance persisted, 
and the basketball team became more and more 
removed from the rest of the student body, the losing 
and scandal became too common and being a 
basketball fan here became a nuisance. Why should 
the students go out of their way to support a losing 
team that hardly anybody gets to know while they go 
off and embarrass us? 

The saddest part of it all is that in the end, this is 
the atmosphere in which Thompson departed. For a 
man who is among the most important figures in 
Georgetown’s history, whose name is synonymous 
with Georgetown basketball and who is such an 
important history in all of college sports to go out on 
such a low note is a tragedy. While North Carolina 
legend Dean Smith was able to depart a winner, 
Thompson left in the middle of his worst season in 25 
years, and thus may not have gotten the respect from 
this student body he once did. 

For the future of basketball at Georgetown, there is 
hope. The Garden battle against St. John’s was 
reminiscent of the day when Chris Mullin and Patrick 
Ewing (COL ’85) faced off and the New York fans had 
no mercy for their hated opponents from Washington. 

Saturday’s game against Syracuse was maybe the 
most intense home game ‘since the Iverson era. The 
student section was as large as it has been in three years, 
the crowd was loud and one of Thompson’s greatest 
legacies — the Syracuse-Georgetown rivalry — was alive 
and kicking as if Rony Seikaly and Sherman Douglas were 
still battling Alonzo Mourning and Dikembe Mutumbo 
for East Coast bragging rights. And it seems that for the 
first time in a long time, the Hoyas’ Big East meetings are 
not the sloppy, mistake-plagued games of recent years, 
but instead 40-minute, down-to-the-wire wars, where big 

men dominate as much as guards and the word “offense” 
peacefully coexists with “defense.” 

Thompson cast a shadow over the game and 
Georgetown longer than his 6-foot-10 frame, and last 
week’s games, proves that. But sadly, we're only in 
college for four years, and the only legacy that matters to 
us is what happens while we’re here. 
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Junior guard Shernard Long (right), academically ineligible last semester, left Georgetown for Georgia State on Jan. 15. 
  

Another Guard Bites the Dust: 
Long Gone for Georgia State 
By Davipo Wone 
Hoya Starr WRITER   

Three weeks after being declared “out.indefinitely” by 
then-Georgetown Head Coach John Thompson, junior 
guard Shernard Long transferred to Georgia State Univer- 
sity on Jan. 15, becoming the third guard in two seasons to 
transfer from Georgetown and the sixth in three years to 
leave school early. 

Long, who was academically ineligible for the first half 
of the men’s. basketball season, 
was due to return to the team in 
time for Georgetown’s Jan. 8 game 
against the University of Miami. 
But on Dec. 29, the University 
released a statement from then- 
Head Coach John Thompson that 
Long was “out indefinitely. Pe- 
riod.” 

Long is currently living in At- 
lanta, Ga. with his sister, who told 
THE Hoya that Long’s decision 
to leave Georgetown came after a 
meeting with university athletic 
officials and Thompson. 

The 6-foot-4 shooting guard emerged as the Hoyas’ 
most potent offensive weapon last season, averaging 24.8 
points over the final seven games, including a 30-point 
effort against Boston College. Long was expected to join 
highly-touted freshman point guard Kevin Braswell as one 
of'the Big East’s most talented and promising backcourts. 
But the Long-Braswell tandem never emerged, as the 
lingering academic problems that sidelined Long for the 

Long 

    

first half of this season and threatened to cost the junior a 
year of collegiate eligibility spurred his transfer to Georgia 
State. He joins coaching legend Lefty Dreisell, who in 
November became the 11th coach in Division I college 
basketball to earn 700 victories. Long is scheduled to 
become eligible to play in the spring semester of the 1999- 
2000 season. 

“‘Landing a player like him is tremendous for our program 
and the city of Atlanta,’ Driesell, who was the victim of a 
profane tirade by Thompson during a game in 1979, told The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution. “I think he’s going to be a 
great asset.” » 
Georgetown defeated Georgia State 83-68 on Nov. 18 in 

Dreisell’s first bid at win No. 700. 
Long’s departure marks the third guard to transfer from 

Georgetown in two seasons. Last February, point guard 
Kenny Brunner left the Hoyas for Fresno State after suffer- 
ing what school officials called “some emotional difficul- 
ties.” And in January, sophomore point guard Ed Sheffey 
transferred to New Mexico Junior College after pleading 
guilty to speeding and reckless driving. 
Georgetown guards Allen Iverson (1996) and Victor Page 

(1997) entered the NBA Draft as sophomores. 
Long returns home to Tucker, Ga., a suburb of Atlanta, 

where as a senior he led Tucker High School to the Class 
AAA state championship and was named DeKalb County 
Player ofthe Yearin 1996. 

Shernard Long’s Career Statistics 
  

  Yr. G Min. FGM FGA Pct. 3PT 3PA Pct. FT FTA Pct. APG AVG 

‘96 30 502 49 142 3456 33: 1.182 32: 1545, 593-10 4.5 

#497.29 812° 149 332 .449.30 .729:2.2 13.1 8.0: 378.°51 +7.0 

  

    

  

    

The immediate question that came to the 
minds of many Hoya faithful after the resig- 
nation of John Thompson was whether the 
much-ballyhooed recruiting class of 1999 
could stay intact. Would the players change 
their minds now that Thompson would no 
longer be coaching the Georgetown Hoyas? 

In many cases, it is common for players to 
attend a school solely based upon the head 
coach. This past year, Florida was able to 
sign two McDonald’s All-Americans, Ted 
Dupay and Mike Miller, based largely on the 
fact that Billy Donovan was the coach. 

Miller said that people want to play for 

father ‘to his team. 

Victor Samnick. 

Donovan because “he’s young and we can 
relate to him.” In the same manner that 
Donovan plays the role of an older brother to 
his players, Thompson played the role of 

As far as the Georgetown class of 1999, the 
players who have already signed their letters 
of intent in the fall say that they will not 
change their minds. The five recruits who 
Georgetown received signatures in the fall 
from are Courtland Freeman, Wesley Wil- 
son, Lee Scruggs, Demetrius Hunter, and 

Courtland Freeman is considered to be the 
most-prized recruit by most experts. He is a 
6-foot-8 forward from Myrtle Beach; S.C., 

since his sophomore year. 

Coaching Change Doesn’t Phase Recruits 
By JosH Hsu 
Hoya STAFF WRITER who has been ranked among the top 100 high 

school seniors by most ‘recruiting experts 

Wesley Wilson and Lee Scruggs, two 6- 
foot-10 post men, have also decided to keep 
their commitments with Georgetown. 

the backcourt. 

Lee Scruggs will be transferring from 
Daytona Beach, Fla. Community College. 
Both Hunter and Samnick will provide help in 

Michael Sweetney, a junior from Oxon Hill, 
Md., who gave Georgetown a verbal commit- 
ment earlier in the year, said that he also 
would not change his mind in the next two 
years. But he is not bound to Georgetown 

  

    
  

  

 



  

999 

Wh 

ith 

1ch 

e in 
can 

ein 

fter 
me 
red 

ved 

the 

ang 
and 

art 

for 

  

Pd
 

Ed
 
A
d
 

C
R
 

  

  
  

Tuesday, January 19, 1999 THE S PO RTS... Page 3 

  

“Whether you agreed with his stance, I always respected 

that he stepped forward and expressed his opinion.” 

— Mike Krzyzewski 

Duke coach 

“It wasn t so much what he did for D.C. but what he did 

for college basketball, particularly the impact that 

African-Americans have in the coaching fraternity.” 

— Mike Jarvis 

St. John's head coach 

“Our fans would rather lose any coach but John 

Thompson...It changed from where they hated him to where 

they respect him and love to see him come in the building.” 

— Jim Boeheim 

Syracuse head coach 

  

  
      

Where will this imposing figure show up next? 

  
Hoya Fire Prono 

  

Commentary 

Old Hoyas Don’t Die — They Disappear 
By DasH RoBINSON 
Hoya Starr WRITER 
  

create. 
After 27 years, 597 victories, twenty NCAA tournament 

appearances and seven conference titles, Thompson will, at least 
temporarily, disappear into the murky haze of past basketball glories. 
He may return to the college ranks or to the NBA in some capacity in 
the near future, but his retirement as head man at Georgetown 
completes a cycle of obscurity and renown that befits a man of his 
commanding influence. 

The view from the Hilltop when Thompson took the reins in 1972 was 
not a particularly pleasant one for Hoya fans. The Hoyas had just 
endured a 3-23 season and were mired in the depths of college basketball . 
purgatory. Name recognition as we know it now was non-existent. The 
Hoyas wallowed in anonymity, the kiss of death in college athletics. 

Thompson’s rebuilding began almost immediately, though, and the 
Hoyas were in the NCAA Mideast Regional in just his third year. Nine 
years later came the national title, and now, after a quarter of a century, 
Thompson’s tale is complete. 

Along the way, the coach intertwined the subtleties of basketball with 
the realities of life, and made men out of the players he guided on the 
hardwood. He was the consummate father figure, and 97 percent of the 
“children” he raised earned their degree from Georgetown University. 

Thompson, though, did more than give his players a new lease on life. 
He made the truly great ones into legends, creating an aura of invincibility 
around his program that has only recently been diminished by a string of 
bad luck and countless unrealized expectations. Players like Patrick Ewing 
(CAS ’85), Alonzo Mourning (CAS 92), Dikembe Mutombo (CAS 91) 
and Allen Iverson carry with them an enchanting aloofness that could 
only be borne out of Georgetown basketball. 

News of their visits to campus spreads quickly. “Where’s *Zo? What 
kind of car is he driving? How many gold chains does Allen really 
have?” They are equal parts man and myth, and can disappear into the 
stillness of a D.C. night just when you were ready to catch a glimpse. 

Thompson created these legends but, until now, was never com- 
pletely one himself. While fans could search in vain for Patrick or 
Dikembe somewhere in the crowd, come game time one would always 
know where to find coach Thompson. He prowled the sideline, scream- 

J THOMPSON HAS BECOME ONE OF THE LEGENDS HE ONCE HELPED 

ing out instructions, living and dying with his team’s fate that particular 
night. Win or lose, Thompson was always there, a spectacle unto 
himself who was exposed for a couple hours a few times a week. 
Exposed to adoration in victory, wrath in defeat, but exposed nonethe- 
less. You could count on that. 

Now, though, he will follow the same path as his players, disappearing 
into nowhere, unaccounted for, leaving Georgetown without an icon 

when perhaps we need one the most. This, though, is not to say that 
Thompson owes us anything. His personal issues need to be attended to, 
if that’s the story you choose to believe. Whatever his motivation for 
doing so, Thompson departs, leaving a void where there has not been 
one in 27 years. 

Legends are funny things because they ripen and come of age when 
no one is really paying attention. They become most visible when no one 
is looking for them, or expects them to make an impact at that time. The 
old adage that says we don’t know what we have until it is gone, is the 
stuff of legends, because that is what legends are for — they come back 
and remind us of all that they have done when we have almost long 
forgotten. 

Only now do we fully appreciate the legacy that Thompson will leave 
here at Georgetown. Over the past year and a half, it has been easy to 
make him the object of our ire rather than our praise, and this is prob- 
ably logical. Sports fans are notoriously forgetful. That is our right. 

Now, however, the accolades pile up as Thompson makes his 

departure, and I for one am sad to see him go. Thompson always excited 
me; he always made me think that we had a shot at winning and even if 
we did not. He was larger than life, and I could count on seeing him do 
what he does best whenever tip-off time came around. 

But now it is time for Thompson to disappear into the mist from 
whence he came, to peek his head in and out of the caverns and corners 
of MCI Center and McDonough Arena and make some unsuspecting 

fan yelp with joy: 
“Yo, Thompson’s here! John Thompson!” 
And then he will disappear again, before any of that lucky fan’s friends 

can see him, too. He will prowl the corridors of basketball arenas, and 

sneak up upon someone not prepared. 
“Did you get a picture of him?” 
“No, I didn’t know he was gonna just walk right in front of us!” 
That is the stuff that legends are made of, the stuff with which John 

Thompson worked throughout his whole Georgetown career. 

Analysis 

On and Off the Court, 
Timing Is Everything 
Depite Reservations, Thompson Siezes Moment 

By Davio WonG 
Hoya Starr WRITER   

Asacollege basketball icon, John Thomp- 
son has long been hailed as a man of courage 
and strength, anger and compassion, fear 
and love. To this list, he now adds impec- 
cable timing. 

By abruptly announcing his immediate res- 
ignation ‘as head coach of Georgetown’s 
men’s basketball team, Thompson signaled 
the end of a distinguished 27-year tenure in 
which he led an obscure basketball program 
to national prominence, culminating with an 
NCAA championship in 1984. During a re- 
markable run of success in the 1980s, Thomp- 
son graduated a host of athletes from 
Georgetown and many more into the National 
Basketball Association. 

But over the past seven seasons, Thomp- 
son saw the powerhouse he built erode into 
mediocrity. Despite 14 straight NCAA tour- 
nament appearances, Georgetown was not 
invited in 1993 after posting its first losing 
conference record since the inception of the 
Big East. Three years later, Allen Iverson 
became the first Thompson-coached Hoya 
to leave school early for the NBA draft. In 
1997, Georgetown went 16-15, Thompson’s 
worst finish since his first year. And this 
season, the Hoyas under Thompson posted 
a paltry 7-6 record against relatively weak 
opponents and an 0-4 mark in Big East con- 
ference play. 

Relief would not be in Georgetown’ s imme- 
diate future. In the coming weeks, 

Georgetown would embark on the toughest 
stretch of its schedule, including a show- 
down with top-ranked Connecticut. Beyond 

that, next season’s recruiting class, though 
one of Thompson’s most promising in recent 
years, does not come close to the talent 
Georgetown used to draw. 

So, amid personal problems and facing his 
worst season in 25 years, Thompson stepped 
down in the same fashion he stepped in — 
quietly, yet gracefully. Thompson, who cited 
personal issues raised by his pending di- 
vorce as the reason for his departure as head 
coach, spoke with his usual bridled passion 

during a press conference at McDonough 
Gym on Jan. 8. 

“I am going through a divorce which has 
become a problem, and I have to address 
that,” Thompson said. “I could not do my job 
the way I was supposed to because of my 
personal problems.” 

At first, the timing was unsettling, even to 
Thompson. 

“Ididn’ "tplan it. Had I planned it, itwouldn’t 
- be now,” Thompson said. 

But the timing was right. After a National 
Championship, three Final Fours and 26 sea- 
sons, Thompson had reached the pinnacle 
and was beginning to see the other side. 
Suddenly his team wasn’t climbing anymore, 
but rather sliding. 

For a man who had prided himself on 
discipline and perseverance, stepping aside 
couldn’t have been easy. For the coach who 
consistently preached the evil of quitting, 
the decision to resign must have been diffi- 
cult. For Thompson, the resignation 
couldn’t have come at a worse time, for a 
worse reason. 

But like it or not, Thompson made the right 
choice. 

At the right time. 
  

What They Said in 1972... 

Thompson Brings Promise 
To Struggling GU Program 
Editor's Note: The following column 

appeared in the March 17, 1972 edition of 

The Hoya and is written by former Sports 

Editor Dave Kopech (CAS 73). 

‘By Dave KopPecH 
Hoya Starr WRITER   

With the naming of John Thompson as 
Head Basketball Coach, Georgetown has taken 
a bold step to remedy one of the many prob- 
lems of the past few months. Thompson 
seems to be the type of person who will be 
able to cut through the rhetoric and problems 
that plagued Jack Magee as coach. 
Thompson will mostly bring a new dimen- 

sion to Georgetown basketball. He is a strict 
disciplinarian who will not tolerate anyone 
who does not give his all. Discipline is one of 
the things many found lacking in the team 
this year and in the past. Usually the team 
could be found spending more time at 
Chadwick’s than in the gym. 
Judging by Thompson’s reputation at St. 

Anthony’s, the Hoya hoopsters better do 
their boozing this summer because Thomp- 
son maintains that,” they’ll never last through 
practice if they go drinking the night before.” 
This seems to be just what the doctor or- 
dered, since the Hoyas were anything but 
disciplined this year. 
Thompson's basketball career began here 

in Washington when he starred for three 
years at John Carroll High School. He was 
All-Metropolitan there for three years while 

* Carroll won 56 straight games (including a 
victory over the Georgetown freshman.) 
There is a good reason why Thompson is 

a strict disciplinarian. As a player he played 
for two of the most disciplined coaches in 
basketball, Providence College’s Joe 
Mullaney and the Boston Celtics’ Red 
Auerbach. 
Mullaney’s influence on Thompson is ex- 

tensive. He compiled the second-best all- 
time win-loss percentage in college basket- 
ball. His best teams were those which “out- 
defensed” their opponents. While under the 
expert coaching of Mullaney, Thompson and 
the Friars went to.two National Invitation 
Tournaments. 
From Providence, Thompson traveled 40 

miles north to the Hub. While there, he was 
a substitute for superstar Bill Russell. At 
Boston, Thompson was coached by 
Auerbach, who was considered one of the 

toughest to play for but whose record is 
fantastic. Under Auerbach’s leadership, the 
Celtics were the perennial National Basket- 
ball Association champions. While Thomp- 
son was with the Celtics (1964-66), he played 
on two World Champion teams. 
From his past experiences, one can'see why 

Thompson has compiled such a tremendous 
record at St. Anthony’s (122-28). Thompson 
has always been connected with winners. 
The Georgetown job is his first engagement 
with a proven loser; hopefully Thompson 
will be able to change all that. 
Among the many things Thompson learned 

from Mullaney and Auerbach was that a team 
without pride is a team that cannot possibly 
win. Thompson’s biggest challenge will be 
to instill pride into his team. This year, the 
Hoyas were beaten so badly early in the year 
that they were never really able to play the 
type ofbasketball they were capable of play- 
ing. Part of the reason was that the team 
suffered a psychological letdown. Thomp- 
son will have to teach and refresh his team 
with pride in both their team and in them- 
selves as individual ballplayers. 
Another of the problems that Thompson 

must face at Georgetown is his lack of knowl- 
edge of the school both physically and inter- 
nally. Since Thompson is not acquainted 
with too many students or faculty, itis thought 
that he will hire at least one assistant that 
could serve as liaison in those areas. 
Assistant Coach Ed McNamara would seem 

to be an ideal choice since not only does he 
have coaching experience, but he was also a 
player and a student at Georgetown, which 
would enable him to serve as both coach and 
liaison. 
Thompson does have some things to work 

with. His coaching and playing reputations 
are well known both here in D.C. and in the 
New York-New England area. He also will be 
able to garner the aid of friends to help with 
recruiting. It has been reported that Thomp- 
son has already asked for Bill Russell’s aid in 
this regard. 
John Thompson has proven thus far in his 

sports career to be one to rise to any chal- 
lenge that avails itself upon him. Georgetown 
and its basketball program is by far the great- 
est challenge Thompson has ever had to 
face; but judging from the past one can only 
conclude that the future should bring suc- 
cess not only to Thompson but to 
Georgetown basketball as well.
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“John is one of my heroes in life. I absolutely 

love the man. He's been a great friend. He's been 

a great mentor.” 

— David Falk 

Thompson's agent 

“He should be condemned for shielding his 

players from life's experiences...and from 

walking away from his current team. 
» 

— John Rowe 

Bergen County (N.J.) Record 

“John Thompson is to’ black basketball coaches what 

Martin Luther King was to his people during his time.” 

— Nolan Richardson 

Arkansas head coach 

  

With Craig Esherick 
Tur Hoya sat down with new Head 

Coach Craig Esherick Thursday af- 

ternoon in McDonough Arena. The 

following are excerpts from his con- 
versation: 

THE Hora: What are your goals in the 
long-term? 

Craig Esherick: 1 want the people that 
watch us play, that have kids that are of 
age to go to college, I want them to think 
that they would like to send their kids to 
come play for me. I would want the 
alumni who watch us play to be proud of 
the university still, and 1 would want 
alumni that have kids that are college age 
to want to send their kids to play for me. 
I also I want to win, and | want our players 
to do well academically and I want them 
to graduate. I want them to be able to 
represent Georgetown as well as Coach 
Thompson’s players did. 

TH: How did Thompson prepare for 
this job and how prepared were you 
when the news came? 

CE:That’s two different questions 
and [ can tell you that when the news 
came [ was not prepared at all. He called 
me Tuesday night [Jan. 5], late, before 
the press conference, and told me he 
was coming over to my house. Now 
he’s been over to my house to drop me 
off when we’ve been on recruiting trips, 
but he’s doesn’t just pop. into people’s 
homes, he’s not that type of person. 
That’s when he said that he was leav- 
ing, and 1 was very shocked when he 

told me that. I attempted then to talk him 
out of it, I attempted the next day to talk 
him out of it, I attempted the next day to 
talk him out of it and I was less success- 
ful each time I brought the subject up. 

In relation to being prepared for the 
job, this is my 20th year of coaching. I 
was an assistant coach for a high school 
in Washington, D.C., when I graduated 
from college. And when I was here at 

school, the assistant coaches at the time 
would bring players, and I would be the 
one to take the players around. Just like 
we'll have a recruit coming in and one of 
our players will show him around cam- 
pus, I was recruiting when [ was playing 
here [from 1974 to 1978]. So, I learned a 
little bit about the business while I was 
playing, in terms of the recruiting, and I 
can remember a lot of the guys that we 
ended up getting, a lot of guys we did not 
get, ended up staying with me when they 
visited the school... 

...He has shown me every aspect of 
this business in some way shape or form. 
Given me some responsibility, given me 
a lot of responsibility, in every facet of 
this business. And I think because of 
that, because of what he has enabled me 

to do when I was an assistant here, the 

job was fun but it also has prepared me 
for the job I have had here. 

TH: What were your family’s thoughts 
about the new job? 

CE: They were shocked. My parents 
were happy, but they were surprised. 
They live in Florida now, my father’s 
retired, and they both moved to Florida, 
live in Naples — and they were worried 
because they’ve been around college 
basketball and they know the pressures 
that a head basketball coach is under. 
They’re not only happy but also worried 
about their son, and whether or not he 

was going to be okay. My wife probably 
felt the same way, I met her when I was an 
assistant basketball coach, so she’s 

known nothing else, and she under- 
stands a little bit about the pressures of 
coaching, and she certainly understands 
the time problems, but they all were 
‘happy. My two boys don’t know what’s 
going on. They know something’s hap- 
pening. My oldest, Nicholas, is 6, young- 
est Zachary is 2. They know something 
is going on, they know that their father’s 

pictureshas been on television a little bit 

  

more than normal and the picture’s been 
~ in the paper a couple of times and that 

people are saying things but they’re not 
certain exactly what is going on. 

TH: What do you think about the 
current team’s young players? 

CE: [Guard] Kevin [Braswell], [guard] 
Anthony [Perry] and [center] Ruben 
[Boumtje-Boumtje] — Ruben, I know, 
played five games last year — but all 
three of them are in their first years of 
college basketball, in a very competitive 
conference. And we have not had one 
freshman, including the No. 1 pick in the 
draft a few years ago, Allen Iverson, 
including the No. 1 pick in the draft a few 
years ago, Patrick Ewing, that did not 
have to go through an adjustment pro- 
cess. So they are going through the same 
adjustment process that all the freshman 
that we’ve had were going through. In a 
lot of ways they have to go through it 
while they are playing, in front of people 
on television, in front of their friends, in 

front of their fellow students... 

TH: When you took over the team, 
the Hoyas were 7-6, 0-4 in the Big East. 

CE: Don’t remind me. 
TH: So, what are your short-term goals 

for this team? 
CE: On the short term, I want us to do 

the best we possibly can. I want us to 
win some games. On the short term 
that’s what I want to happen. It’s not 
something that is going to be easy, 
when you start the Big East at 0-4, but 
we are playing better. In the end of 
December we were playing better than 
we were at the beginning of November. 
The Maryland-Eastern Shore game we 
played well, the second half of the Mi- 
ami game we played well, the second 
half of the Connecticut game we played 
well, for three-quarters of the Seton Hall 
game we played well. Now we only won 
one of those games, but we were play- 
ing better. We were building to-the 
point where we could win a game like the 
Providence game, we were building to 
the point where we could have won the 
St. John game. The bottom line in this 
business is that you have to win. But we 
are definitely playing better now. 
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TH: How about the recruits for next 
season—are they all going to come to 
Georgetown? 

CE: They all seem fine. They all loved 
Coach Thompson, but they all have 
made a commitment to stick to. their 
commitment. 

TH: What about Thompson himself? 
What are you looking for from him in 
terms of support? Like his appearance 
in the skybox at the Providence game, 
it seems that Thompson still lurks. 

CE: 1 am hoping that he lurks here as 
long as possible. I'm hoping he’s around. 
I think he’s a great sounding board for me, 
to help me do my job and to help me do a 
better job as a head coach. I think he’s a 
great sounding board for the other coaches 
here, and he’s a tremendous resource for 

the former players and a tremendous re- 
source for the current players. The one 
thing I know, and I will always know, is 
that I don’t care if he’s here or wherever 
he is, he’s a phone call away. I hope that 
he is able to lurk as long as he can around 
here, to help get this going. 

TH: Can you describe your relation- 
ship with Thompson? 

CE: 1 can attempt to. He was my coach 
when I was here in college. He was my 
teacher when I was here in college. And 
he also has taught me everything that I 
currently know about college basket- 
ball. Not only college basketball as a 
player or college basketball as a coach. 
He has taught me the business of college 
basketball as well as the coaching of 
college basketball. He’s taught me about 
the university, about how college bas- 
ketball fits into the university. He’s taught 
me about some of the things that differ- 
ent players may go through depending 
on different circumstances that they 
come from — where they were born, 
where they went to high school, things 
like that. He didn’t have to do that, it took 

effort sometimes, and he was patient 

with me. He devoted an awful lot of time 
to do that. And for that I’m grateful. 

And he’s a friend. When I’ve had 

problems and I needed to talk to some- 
body I knew that I could talk to him 
about anything. 

   

  

  

Thompson’s Absence 

Doesn’t Affect Hoyas 
By MicHAEL MEebici 
Hoya Stare WRITER   

When people think about 
Georgetown basketball, John Th- 

ompson will always be there. Un- 
deniably, all of the fruits resulting 

from the men’s basketball team 
came because of the man. He was 
Georgetown basketball. Like Dean 
Smith at North Carolina, Bobby 
Knight at Indiana and John 
Wooden at UCLA, Thompson 
single handedly brought his pro- 
gram to dominance and kept it there 
year after year. 

But now, he’s gone. The pro- 
gram, however, continues. The 
players who came to the hilltop to 
play for the legend Thompson now 
must battle as he sits and views 
the game as a fan, sans towel. 

And battle they have. The team, 
obviously fueled by the emotion 
of the rather sudden decision, has 

come to the floor with inspiration 
and drive their three times out 
since Thompson left. 

One day after he left, the team, 

under new head coach Craig 
Esherick, beat a solid Providence 

team at MCI Center 75-70 on Sat., 

Jan. 9. Two days later, the team 
traveled up to Madison Square 
Garden in New York and nearly 
stole one from the then-11th- 
ranked team in the nation, but fell 
just shy in losing 71-69. 

Esherick said following the game 
that it was the Hoyas best rebound- 
ing performance of the year. The 
team then capped off their whirl- 
wind week by losing to No. 18 ranked 
Syracuse by two. Fighting and 
scratching all game, the team just 
couldn’t muster the necessary bas- 

kets down the stretch. 
So, player reaction seems to 

have been somewhat positive, 
however suprising and confound- 
ing that might be. Thompson will 
forever be known as the devel- 
oper of dominant big men. Ewing. 
Mourning. Mutumbo. The big men 
of this years team have especially 
stepped it up since Thompson left. 
Just look at the numbers. 

In the Hoyas’ first four Big East 
games, all under Thompson, senior 
Jameel Watkins and Sophomore 
Ruben Boumtje-Boumtje combined 
at most for 16 points. Against Provi- 
dence, Boumtje-Boumjte scored 10 
points and ripped 13 boards alone. 
St. John’s saw the two combine for 
25 and Watkins led all players with 
12 rebounds. 

Against Syracuse, the two shot a 
combined 10-for-17 and scored 24 
points. At a critical moment late in 
the second half, Boumtje-Boumtje 
sent shot-block specialist Etan 
Thomas’s two-handed dunk attempt 
to the rejection pile himself. Tho- 
mas killed the Hoyas last year at 
MCI Center, but this time around 

could only manage four field goals 
and scored nine points. 

Playing with take-care-of-busi- 
ness attitude on the floor, the play- 
ers have been talking in much the 
same fashion. 

“We have to put this behind us, 
the incident that happened, we 

have to stay focused,” said Nat 

Burton following the Providence 
victory. “Throughout the season 
there will be challenges and ob- 
stacles that you have to face and 
the only way you can get through 
them is by focusing.”     

JAE GH 

    

   
Thursday, January 21,1999 > 8 PM - 1 AM 

  
Casino > Free Pizza Glass Harpist 

Jazz Band Free Massages Float Parade 
Step Team > Ballroom Dancing King Cake 

Free T-shirts » A Cappella Groups > Karaoke 
  

Sponsored by the Georgetown Program Board, Office of Student Programs, Office of Student Affairs, Office of Special Programs, 

Leavey Center Advisory Board, Student Activity Facilities/Leavey Administration, Auxiliary Services, Residence Life, The Hoya, 
GU Conference Center, Dining Services, Center for Minority Education Affairs, MBNA Career Center, GU Bookstore, 

Office Alumni and University Relations, Office of Performing Arts, The Corp, University Printing and Graphics, Campus Ministry 
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Joseph E. Bankert 

Edward Baran 

Robert Baumiller 

Charles P. Carroll 

Bruce Casner 

Mary Hewitt Casner 
John Coleman 

Richard Coleman 

John Connor 

Hoya Hoop Club Executive Committee 

' Robert Couhig 
Wayne F. Cyron 

Ralph Dalton 

Abigail Dillon 

C. Michael Foster 

Joseph Gomez 

Paul Goodrich 

Robert Hammond 

Robert J. Hohmann 

Sam Jefferson 

Michael E. Karam 

John F. Kelly 

Cliffe Laborde 

Francis Lacey 
Joseph Lonardo 

Joseph H. McGuiness 

Charles Melone 

Michael P. Meotti 

Jack Mitchell 

John Montgomery 

Arthur Murphy 
Raymond O’Brien 
J.M. O'Donoghue 
William D. Owen 

Joseph Riggs 

Ronald S. Rizzo 

Rick F. Regensburg 

  
William Rich 

Kenneth Roden 

Philip Rodilosso 

Ronald Schiraldi 

John Tuccillo 
Debbie Volpicell 

A. Robert Walsh 

Stephen Wilkins 

Richard P. Williams 
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“He took over a program that had never had much 

prestige and built it up into a national power. He put 

  

OHN THOMPSON'S 

CAREER RECORD 

Georgetown on the map.” 
— Lefty Driesell 

   
  

  

* Hoyas joined Big East in 1979-80 

season. 

Season Big East* Overall 

1972-73 = Nore 

1973-74 — 13-13 

1974-75 —- 18-10 

1975-76 = 21.7 

1976-77 — 19-9 

1977-78 ES 23-8 

1978-79 = 24-5 

1979-80 5-1 26-6 

1980-81 9-5 20-12 

1981-82 10-4 30-7 

1982-83 11-5 22-10 

1983-84 14-2 34-3 

1984-85 14-2 35-3 

1985-86 11-5 24-8 

1986-87 12-4 29-5 

1987-88 9.7 20-10 

1988-89 13-3 29-5 

1989-90 11s 24-7 

1990-91 8-8 19-13 

1991-92 12-6 22-10 

1992-93 8-10 20-13 

1993-94 10-8 19-12 

1994-95 16-2 21-10 

1995-96 13-5 29-8 

1996-97 11:7 20-10 

© 1997-98 6-12 16-15 

1998-99 1-6 7-6 

Total 231-119 596-239 

Georgia State head coach 

JOHN THOMPSON'S CAREER TEAM-BY-TEAM COACHING RECORD 

Alabama 

Alabama-Birmingham 

Alabama ,State 

Alaska-Anchorage 

"Alcorn State 

American 

Arizona 

Arizona State 

Arkansas 

Army 

Assumption 

Bethune-Cookman 

Boston University 

Bowie State 

Brigham Young 

BYU-Hawaii 

Bucknell 

Cal-Irvine 

Central Michigan 

Chicago State 

Cleveland State 

Colgate 

Columbia 

Dartmouth 

Dayton 

Delaware State 

DePaul 

Detroit 

Dickinson 

University of D.C. 

Drake 

Duke 

Duquense 

Eastern Kentucky 

Fairfield 

Fairleigh Dickinson 

Florida 

Florida A&M 

Florida Atlantic 

Florida International 

Florida State T 4 

1-2 

1-0 

2-0 

1-0 

1-0 

12-2 

1-2 

1-0 

1-2 

1-0 

0-1 

3-0 

3-0 

3-0 

1-0 

1-0 

. 1-0 

2-0 

0-1 

2-0 

2-0 
1-0 
0-1 

2-0 
2-0 
12-5 
2-1 

5-0 
3-0 

1-1 

1-0 

1-0 

2-3 

2-0 

2-0 

2-0 

1-0 

2-0 

0-2 

| 

| 

Fordham 

Fresno State 

Gannon 

George Mason 

George Washington 

Georgia 

Georgia State 

Georgia Tech 

Grambling 

Hartford 

Harvard 

Hawaii-Hilo 

Hawaii-Loa 

Hawaii-Pacific 

Holy Cross 

Houston 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iona 

Towa 

Jackson State 

James Madison 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Lafayette 

LaSalle 

Lehigh 

Long Beach State 

Louisiana State 

Louisville 

Loyola (Cal.) 

Loyola (Ill.) 

Loyola (Md.) 

Manhatten 

Marshall 

Maryland 

Maryland-Baltimore County 

Maryland-Eastern Shore 

Massachusetts 

Memphis 

Mercer 

5-2 

2-0 
0-1 
1-0 
7-4 
1-0 

2-0 
2-1 
4-0 
1-0 

1-0 
5-0 
8-0 

5-0 
6-2 
3-0 
1-1 
1-1 
4-0 

0-1 

1-0 
0-1 
1-0 
1-0 
1-0 

1-0 
1-0 

2-0 
2-2 
1-0 
1-0 

2-1 
3-0 
1-4 

1-0 
3-6 
1-0 

5-0 
1-1 
5-1 

1-0 

“He’s not sick of basketball. I think in the future, 

you might see him coaching again.” 

Princeton assistant coach and John Thompson's son 

  

Miami (Ohio) 

Michigan State 

Minnesota 

Mississippi Valley State 

Missouri 

Monmouth 

Morgan State 

Navy 

Nevada-Las Vegas 

Nevada-Reno 

New England College 

New Mexico 

Niagara 

Nicholls State 

North Carolina 

North Carolina A&T 

North Carolina Central 

North Carolina-Charlotte 

North Carolina State 

Northeastern 

Northern Iowa 

Ohio State 

- Old Dominion 

Oral Roberts: 

Oregon State 

Pacific 

Pennsylvania 

Penn State 

Princeton 

Purdue 

Quincy 

Randolph-Macon 

Rice 

Rider 

Roanoke 

Robert Morris 

Sacramento State 

St. Bonaventure 

St. Francis (Pa.) 

St. Joseph's 

— Stats CompiLeD BY SEAN P. FLYNN AND SARAH WALSH 

“I think it’s a great loss to young people who never 

really got a chance to know what this man has 

. given to all of us.” 
—John Thompson III —John Chaney 

Temple head coach 

ALL-TIME GEORGETOWN COACHING RECORE 
  

  

  

  

1-0 St. Leo’s 17-0 Coach Seasons (Years) W-L Percentage 

0-1 St. Mary's (Md.) 2-0 Maurice Joyce 4 (1907-11) 32-20 615 

0-1 St Peter's 5-2 James Colliflower 4 (1911-14, 21-22) 43-20 683 
1-0 Samford 1-0 3 

John O’Reilly 11 (1914-21, 23-27) 87-47 .649 
1-0 San Diego State 1-0 
2.0 Sate 1-0 Jock Moony 1 (1922-23) : 8-3 “727 

12-0 Shenendoah 1-0 Elmer Ripley 10 (1927-29, 38-43, 46-49) 133-82 .619 

4-2 Siena .1-0 Bill Dudak 1 (1929-30) 13-12 .520 

6-2 South Carolina 1-0 John Colrich 1 (1930-31) 5-16 .238 

0-1 South Caroling Ste 1-0 Fred Mesmer 7 (1931-38) 53-76 411 
1-0 South Florida 2-1 

Ken Eagles 1 (1945-46) 11-9 550 
3-0 = Southern Connecticut 4-0 ” 
1-0 Southern Thiinke 1-0 Buddy O’Grady 3 (1949-52) 35-36 .493 

1-0 Southern (Baton Rouge) 2.0 Harry Jeanette 4 (1952-56) 49-49 .500 

1-3 Southern (New Orleans) 6-0 Tommy Nolan 4 (1956-60) 40-49 .449 

1-0 Southern Methodist 1-0 Tom O’Keefe 6 (1960-66) 82-60 .578 

3-0, Southwest Louisians 0-1 Jack Magee 6 (1966-72) 69-80  .466 
0-1 Stonehill 4-0 : 

John Thompson 26 (1972-99) 596-239 .714 
1-1 Temple 2-2 ’ 
1-0 Touiesdes Staic 1-0 Craig Esherick 1 (1999) 1-2 +333 

1:0. Texns-Bl Paso 2:2 JOHNTHOMPSON'SPOST-SEASONRECORD 
1-2 ~~ Texas Southern 2-0 > 

1-1 Texas Tech 2-0 = Season Tournament Record [987-88 NCAA 1-1 

1-21 Upmb 30 1974.75 NCAA 0-1 1988-89 NCAA 3.1 
1-0 US International 1-0 

0-1 Virginia 1.3 1975-76 NCAA 0-1 1989-90 NCAA 1-1 

2-1 Virginia Commonwealth 0-1 1976-77 NIT 0-1 1990-91 NCAA 1 

3-1 Virginia St. 1-0 109775 NIT on 

1-0 Virginia Tech 2.7 1991,92 NCas I 

0-1 Vanderbilt 1-0 1978-79 NCAA 0-1 1992-93 NIT 4-1# 

1-0, Wagner 2-0 1979.80 NCAA 2-1 1993-94 NCAA 1-1 

1-1 Wake Forest 0-1 
3.0° Washburn 1-0 1980-81 NCAA . 0-1 1994-95 NCAA 241, 

1-0 Weber St. 1-0 1981-82 NCAA 4-1# 1995-96 NCAA 3:1 

i W. t 5 0-1 estern Kentucky 3-0 1982-83 NCAA 1-1 [B960% NOAA oi 

1-0 ~~ Whelling 4-0 

1-0 Wisconsin 1-0 1983-84 NCAA 5-0* 1997-98 NIT 1-1 

4-3 Wyoming 1-0 1984-85 NCAA 5-1# Total 41-24 
6-2 Xavier (La.) 1-0 

: 1985-86 NCAA 1-1 i i 5.3 Xavier (Ohio) 141 * National Champion 

3-1 1986-87 NCAA # Tournament Runner-up 
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‘THE TOMBS 
would like to offer our 

Congratulations 
to 

Kestaurant 
& | 

> 4 

Liz Sorenson 

For winning The TOMBS Scholarship 
Fund for Outstanding Academics 

and On the Job Performance 
at The TOMBS. 

~~ 

Liz is Awarded a $750.00 
Scholarship for the Fall 

Semester of 1998. 

\_ 
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Do you loathe Syracuse? 

Do you hate UConn? 

Was John Thompson your hero? 

   sociation 

of Geor ecl@licated 

to foste participation 
eC" 2a DESEO We are cur- 

rently seeking new members and will be hav- 

ing a general meeting Tuesday, January 26 at 8 

pm in White-Gravenor 202. If you have any 

questions, call Trevor Rusin at 337-0492. 

  

  

Come and support the Hoyas vs. UConn on 

Monday, J anuary 25! FREE t-shirts for all 

students at the game! 
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“Few loomed larger over the college basketball 

landscape than Thompson.” 

— J.A. Adande 

Los Angeles Times 

“I think it’s a great loss it young people who 

never really got a chance to know what this man 

has given to all of us.” 

— Mike Tranghese 

Big Ean Conference Commissioner 

“A real coach doesn t run off and leave his team in the 
lurch when the going gets tough.” 

— Bill Livingston 

Cleveland Plain Dealer 
  

THOMPSON, From Pp. | 
including an 0-4 record in the Big East, 
with all of the wins coming against mi- 
nor-conference teams. After beating 
Maryland-Eastern Shore on Dec. 22, 
Thompson’s Hoyas had lost three games 
inarow: a64-63 nailbiter to Miami at MCI 
Center on Dec. 30, a 87-64 blowout at 

Connecticut on Jan. 2 and a 72-61 deci- 
sion to Seton Hall at Continental Airlines 
Arena in East Rutheford, N.J., on Jan. 4. 
But Thompson as well as Athletic Direc- 

tor Joe Lang insisted that the Hoyas’ 
recent woes had nothing to do with the 
resignation. 

“I want to be clear that this is John’s 
decision and we support him fully in his 
decision,” Lang said. 

“There are things that I need to give 
attention to in my personal life,” Thomp- 
son said. “What kind of educator am I if 
I don’t make a young person understand 
that the teacher has things he has to 
address also?” 
Thompson filed for divorce in 1997 

but has been separated from his wife 
since 1996. Thompson said the di- 
vorce proceedings were taking their 
toll on him. 

“It left me with no attention to coach- 
ing here,” Thompson said. “I do not 
have the ability, at this time, to address 

the things in my personal life and do my 
job at the level of excellence I feel it 
should be done.” 

In a written statement released by her 
lawyer and obtained by the Washington 
Post, Gwendolyn Thompson said: “I am 
saddened that John felt it necessary to 
resign. I am also saddened to hear that 
this process is taking such a toll on him. 
But John filed for the divorce — not me.” 

Many close to Thompson were 
shocked by his decision and many tried 
to convince Thompson to reconsider, 
but it was to no avail. 

“When the news came, I was not 

  

prepared at all,” the 42-year-old Esherick ° 
said in an interview with THE HovA on 
Thursday afternoon. “He called me Tues- 
day night late, before the press confer- 
ence, and told me he was coming over to 

e-1 
  

  

my house ... He doesn’t just pop into 
people’s homes, he’s not that type of 
person. That’s when he said that he was 
leaving and I was very shocked when he 
told me that. 

“I attempted then to talk him out of it, 
[ attempted the next day to talk him out 
of it, I attempted the next day to talk him 
out of it, and I was less successful each 
time I brought the subject up.” 

Thompson said that friends and 
Temple Head Coach John Chaney tried 
to talk him out of quitting in favor of a 
sabbatical. 

“A sabbatical was discussed,” Th- 

ompson said. “But that would be unfair 
to Craig. You can’t lend a coaching job. 
You don’t share it. It’s like a toothbrush.’ 

It’s either mine or it’s yours. It’s not 
ours.” 

With the pleas of his colleagues un- 
successful, college basketball, the Big 

East and Georgetown lost a legend and 
one of the most important coaches of the 
last quarter century. 

On the court, many of his tactics have 

changed the game. He popularized the 
frequent, non-stop substituting of play- 
ers during the game. His Hoyas per- 
fected the press defense and proved that 
defense did win championships. The big 
men he recruited made an impact at 
Georgetown and still haunt the NBA. 

On a higher level, his Georgetown 
successes, often just single games, led 

to the elevation of the Big East and even 
all of college basketball into the big time. 
In 1980, Georgetown stunned No. 3 Syra- 
cuse 52-50 in their last game at Manley 
Field House, thrusting Georgetown into 
the mainstream, creating one of the great- 
est rivalries in college hoops and certify- 
ing the Big East as a conference that 
deserved recognition. In 1983, 
Georgetown and Ralph Sampson’s Vir- 
ginia clashed at the Capital Centre in the 
“Game of the Decade,” a game televised 
by TBS in the first cable television event 
of this magnitude. This, as well as a Big 
East contract with fledgling ESPN, al- 
lowed the Big East to become one of the 
premier conferences in the nation as well 

to an information session 

with the 

Economic Analysis Group 
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January 20, 1999 
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“People are our greatest asset. 

Find out why tomorrow’s leaders set the standards here.” 
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regarding Career Opportunities 

in the Leavey Conference Center 

as perhaps the most visible. 
While Thompson is known for his 

winning ways, including the 1984 NCAA 
championship, his losses may be even 
more famous. In the 1982 NCAA final, 

Georgetown lost to North Carolina in 
what some consider the greatest college 
basketball game ever. After freshman 
Michael Jordan hit a go-ahead jumper 
with 16 seconds left, Georgetown’s Fred 

Brown mistakenly threw a pass to North 
Carolina’s James Worthy and the title 
was the Tar Heels’. Thompson’s sup- 
portive hug of Brown remains one of the 
enduring images in basketball history. 

Villanova’s “Perfect Game” against 

the Hoyas in the 1985 NCAA final is 
possibly the biggest upset in college 
basketball history. The No. 1 Hoyas . 
were supposedly unbeatable, but 
Villanova shot an ungodly 78.6 percent 
from the field, missing just one shot in the 
second half, and making of 22 of 27 shots 

from the free-throw line to pull off the 
impossible in Patrick Ewing’s last col- 
lege game. 

To some, the most disappointing loss 
in Thompson’s career was when he was 
héad coach for the 1988 U.S. Olympic 
team. The only U.S. men’s basketball 
team not to earn a gold besides the 1972 
debacle against Russia and the 1980 
boycott, Thompson’s squad was upset 
by the Russians in the semifinal and had 
to settle for third place. Thel988 team 
was the last American team supplied 
with no professional players. 

Despite the great games, Thompson’s 
off-the-court stances against key issues 
may have given him the most notoriety. 
Thompson was an outspoken and highly 
respected leader of the black community 

for a number of reasons. Thompson’s 
success opened doors for black coaches. 
When Thompson got the Georgetown 
job, there were four black coaches in 
Division I; today, there are more than 80. 

Thompson’s recruiting methods were 
largely directed towards the inner cities 
and giving a chance at a good education 
to black kids about whom quality educa- 
tion was said to be impossible. Thomp- 

y i     

‘Personal Problems’ Force Thompson Out 
son was often criticized for being a racist 
and using lenient academic standards 
for basketball players as compared to 
rest of the school. Nevertheless, 75 of 
the 77 Thompson pupils who stayed 
four years graduated. Patrick Ewing, 
whose acceptance into Georgetown drew 
the ire of some in 1981, is now the head 

of the NBA Players Association. Alonzo 
Mourning has found success in life de- 
spite problems with drugs and gangs in 
high school. In one of Thompson’s most 

. famous public appearances, a 1989 edi- 
tion of Nightline, he described to the 
world how he brought one of the most 
powerful gang leaders in the Washing- 
ton area into his office and told him to 
stay away from Mourning. In January of 
1989, Thompson boycotted two games 
in protest of new freshman-eligibility 
rules that he found discriminatory. His 
symbolic gesture was one of the reasons 
those rules were repealed a year later by 
the NCAA. 

“Him breaking the color barrier here, 
thathad amajorimpactonalotofpeople’s 
lives,” Mourning said. 

But in the last several years, 
Thompson’s successes have been fewer 
and further between at Georgetown. The 
only top-of-the-line recruit to come to 
Georgetown since Alonzo Mourning 
was Allen Iverson, who fell into his lap 
after Iverson’s mother pleaded with Th- 
ompson to take her son. Since 1996, 
Iverson, Victor Page, Eric Myles, Jerry 

Nichols, Shamel Jones, Ed Sheffey, 

Kenny Brunner and Shernard Long have 
all left Georgetown early. Iverson be- 
came the first Thompson player to leave 
early for the NBA in 1996. 

At the same time, the quality of 
Georgetown’s play slipped. Last season 
the Hoyas were 15-14 in the regular sea- 
son, barely qualifying for the National 
Invitational Tournament. This season, 

the Hoyas under Thompson did not beat 
a major-conference opponent and al- 
most suffered an embarrassing defeat 
against lowly Bethune-Cookman Nov. 

30. : 
Winning or losing, the torch is now 

passed to Esherick. 
yi Ti. i 1a32 va a3 sano; J} 2¥a%f not happy for myself,” Esherick 

said. "But I"m Tooking forward to the 
challenges of this job.” 

Spring SE    

Home to the "Sunbreaker" 
Cancun'’s only party 

package with over 75 hours 
of open bar and 2 T-shirts!   

  
Hoya FILE PHOTO 

John Thompson and Patrick Ewing (CAS 85) talk outside Healy Hall in April 

of 1985 after losing the NCAA Final to Villanova. 
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Round trip Air 
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21 Hours of Free Drinks AN 
14 Free Meals lh 

By Sean P. FLYNN 
Hoya Starr Writer 
  

Everything looked the same. The play- 
ers and coaches sat in the same places 
on the bench. Academic adviser Mary 
Fenlon was still in the second seat from 
the right. And on the court, the Hoyas 
were much the same, still playing their 
trademark unforgiving defense and still 
missing 50 percent of their free throws. 

But 26 hours after John Thompson’s 
abrupt resignation as head coach of the 
basketball team, looks were deceiving. 

1271 Twenty-six hours after Thompsét quit}! 
the world got its first glimpse of the new 
picture of Georgetown basketball — simi- 
  

Many 

Thanks to 

   

  

John Thompson for all 
the Great Seasons he gave    to Georgetown! 
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Spacious luxury suites with 
special amenities and fully 
equipped kitchens 

* Minutes from The Gere 
Washington and Georgetown 
University campuses 

Foggy 
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On Day After, Thompson Sees GU Win 
lar to its appearance for the last 27 years 
yet remarkably different — when the 
Hoyas played the Providence Friars at 
MCI Center on Jan. 9. 

The team and new Head Coach 
Craig Esherick were given little time to 
gather all their emotions from the loss 
of their mentor, yet it may have been 
those emotions that helped the Hoyas 
overcome a. second-half deficit and 
upset the Friars 75-70 for their first Big 
East win of the. season. 

For Esherick, who declined to be 

named during introductions as a way 
‘to honor Thompson, itwas a nice way 
to-start-his regime: 

“It was very tough for me to contfdl 
my emotions when that happened,” 
Esherick said after the game. “There’s 
an awful lot he’s done for me. He’s my 
friend, he’s been my teacher, and it 

would not do justice to attempt to 
explain to you what he means to me.” 

Esherick had been worried about 
how some of the players would react 
to the resignation, and was pleased at 
how poised they played, namely Nat 
Burton. It was Burton’s defense 
against Jamel Thomas that held the 
Friar star to 0-for-7 shooting in the 
first half. And it was his consistent 
offense (20 points) that helped 

- Georgetown pull off the win. 
“The one player that I was most 

worried about, when Coach Thomp- 
son talked to the team was Nat, be- 

cause of how emotional he is and his 
closeness to Coach Thompson.” 
Esherick said. “He just came out and 
played great on both ends of the 
court, on offense and defense.” 

The Hoyas were behind for most of 
the second half, trailing by as much as 
six with seven minutes remaining. But 
a pair of threes and a free throw by 
freshman guard Kevin Braswell sand- 
wiching a Justin Farley jumper al- 
lowed the Hoyas within one point 
with 4:52 left. : 

After trading baskets and getting a 
free throw from sophomore swingman 
Nat Burton to tie the game, a jumper by 
Braswell, a Providence turnover and a 

layup by Nat Burton put the Hoyas up 
for four with 1:24 left. Providence never 
got closer than three, and the Hoyas 
earned their first league win. 

In support for the “Georgetown 
family,” several former Hoyas sup- 
ported Esherick behind the bench. 
Patrick Ewing and Ralph Dalton ac- 
companied the team from the locker 
room before the game, and were joined 
behind the bench by the likes of 
Dikembe Mutumbo, Alonzo Mourn- 

ing, Jahidi White and agent David 
Falk, who represents numerous 
former Hoyas as well as Thompson. 

Thompson himself watched the 
game from a skybox in the endzone on 
the Georgetown side of the court. He 
received an ovation after his service 
to the university was noted after in- 
troductions, but it was not until the 

end of the game that most crowd of 
9,502 found Thompson up in his perch. 
Thompson and Esherick made eye 
contact and Thompson signaled his 
approval to his successor, pumping 
his fist in the air. 

“At the end, I definitely wanted to 

let him know I knew where he was 
sitting,” said Esherick. “I was coach 
today, but I think there is no question. 
that this was Thompson’s victory.” 
  

Intramurals: Wiffleball and 

basketball applications are 

due Thursday.      
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Georgetown — 
we list online the b 

your professors 
‘require! 

e Only $4.95 shipping ... no 
matter how many books ordered 

e Guaranteed 30-day, no-hassle 

return policy 

eo Fully secured transactions 
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