
Lauinger Library is one of several Georgetown University 
sites displaying art from “Environmental Graphiti—The Art 
of Climate Change,” a series of abstract digital paintings by 
artist Alisa Singer.
Environmental Graphiti derives its images from charts, 
graphs, maps, words, or numbers related to key 
environmental facts or data. The art is designed to function 
as a gateway to the science of climate change, focusing 
interest and awareness on the factors that have contributed 
to warming the planet over the past two hundred years. The 
pieces displayed in the Library examine misinformation and 
the role we all play in mitigating the impact of global 
warming by seeking out current and accurate information.

The installation is part of a walking tour coordinated by the 
Earth Commons—Georgetown’s Institute for Environment 
and Sustainability. Pieces are displayed in the Gelardin 
Center on the first floor of Lauinger and in the Pierce 
Reading Room on the third floor, as well as in the Earth 
Commons area in Regents Hall, the Car Barn, and the sixth 
floor of the Intercultural Center. The exhibition will be on 
display throughout the year, and the Library also will create 
booklists and host related programming.
Learn more about the project and see additional pieces at the 
Earth Commons website, earthcommons.georgetown.edu.
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LAUINGER HOSTS ENVIRONMENTAL ART

Above: "Global Carbon Emissions by Source" from Environmental 
Graphiti by Alisa Singer.
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MAKER HUB INVENTION 
AIMS to SOLVE 
COMPOSTING CHALLENGES 
Composting can have significant environmental benefits, including 
reducing both the amount of kitchen waste sent to landfills and the 
production of harmful methane gas. But it can be a challenging practice, 
particularly for people in small living spaces without a dedicated yard.

“I’ve been composting since about 2014 with my family, but when I 
tried to introduce it to my roommates when I came to Georgetown, 
everyone struggled with it,” said Gracey Owen (B’22). Existing countertop 
receptacles can attract bugs, and require special liners or charcoal filters to 
prevent odors—gear that costs money and can be difficult to find and use. 
“There’s a lot of consumer error, but if consumers are consistently misusing 
a product, then it’s really a product issue,” Owen said.

Owen’s idea to counter these issues is Compost’d, a silicone composting 
container that can be stored in a freezer to minimize those issues. 
Compost’d is also flexible and collapsible, so it can fit into any size freezer. 
After developing the idea, she created renderings in TinkerCAD and 3D 
printed prototypes in the Library’s Maker Hub. The Maker Hub’s 3D 
printers allow for printing in a variety of materials and colors. “We actually 
printed Gracey’s final prototype with a flexible, rubber-like material, since 
she intends the final product to be made out of silicone,” said Maker Hub 
Manager David Strout.

Owen also entered pitch competitions through the McDonough School 
of Business to refine her idea and gauge interest in the product. “It was 
absolutely terrifying at first,” she said, even the relatively small in scope 
competitions like Rocket Pitch, which focuses on short elevator pitches 
for early-stage ideas. The response she received showed that a lot of people 
were interested in the product.

More recently, Owen competed in the 2021 Bark Tank pitch competition, 



FROM the 
DEAN
It has often been said that the library 
is the heart of the university. Your 
generous support helps the 
Georgetown University Library live 
up to that ideal every day. The library ignites and 
advances the academic life of the university by helping 
students and faculty access information, develop 
necessary technical skills, gain new intellectual 
perspectives, and build vital connections on the Hilltop 
and beyond. I am immensely grateful for your support, 
and the many ways in which your gifts make our efforts 
possible.
This year has been particularly exciting as we have 
resumed in-person services and a variety of stimulating 
in-person events that give students and other 
Georgetown community members opportunities to 
expand and apply their learning. Nearly 250 people 
attended the Library’s Tanous Family Endowed Lecture, 
featuring former U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert M. 
Gates in conversation with Georgetown President John 
J. DeGioia in Gaston Hall. A Wikipedia edit-a-thon 
gave students the opportunity to learn about D.C. Poet 
Laureate Dolores Kendrick as well as other poets of 
color, and then share that knowledge with Wikipedia 
users worldwide. The new “Lattes and Lit” book club 
was launched with a spirited discussion of Kazuo 
Ishiguro’s Klara and the Sun, and has already spawned a 
dedicated cadre of students who plan to continue 
meeting over the summer and into the next academic 
year.
As a library fully engaged with contemporary modes of 
digitally-enabled teaching, research, and learning, we 
recognize the need to provide services that combine 
traditional research functions alongside digital tools for 
analyzing, visualizing, and presenting information. We 
have begun the process of reconceiving the physical 
spaces and functions of Lauinger Library and look 
forward to sharing more with you about the future of a 
reimagined Lau.
Your support remains invaluable to the Library’s ability to 
foster student success and faculty teaching and research. 
We are ever grateful for the lasting impact of your gifts 
on the lives of students and faculty at Georgetown.

winning the competition’s People’s Choice award and $25,000 
to help launch her business. Owen hopes to bring the product to 
market this year.

Owen credits the Maker Hub with helping to accelerate 
development of the product. For-profit makerspaces typically 
require monthly subscriptions, usage fees, and costs for training 
or hiring expert engineers. She estimates prototypes could have 
cost $5,000 each, a prohibitive cost for her current cash flow. 
“The Maker Hub has been different, because people just want 
you to create,” she said. “It helped me to move so much faster.”

80 YEARS of HOYA 
HISTORY ONLINE

The final phase of a project to digitize and post all issues of 
The Hoya student newspaper in DigitalGeorgetown is 
complete.
Staff from the Booth Family Center for Special Collections 
and the Library’s Digital Scholarship and Technology Services 
teams have worked for several years to provide digital access to 
The Hoya Archives. Over the past year, the final batch of 
issues—including newspapers published in the 1940s, 50s, 80s, 
and 90s—have been digitized and can now be searched, 
browsed, and downloaded. With the completion of these 
decades, the archive includes every issue from The Hoya’s debut 
in 1920 to 2000. Issues from the late 1990s to the present can 
be accessed on The Hoya's website.
This digitization project was funded in part by donors and the 
Hoya Digitization Fund.

Left: Gracey Owen with a recent Compost'd prototype.
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The Corp, Georgetown’s student-run nonprofit organization 
that operates the Midnight Mug on Lauinger’s second floor 
and several other storefronts on campus, celebrates its 50th 
anniversary in 2022. A recent exhibition in Lau and online 
traces The Corp’s history, from its beginnings in the wake of 
the university’s response to Vietnam War protests to 
becoming the world’s largest entirely student-run nonprofit 
organization.
Officially known as Students of Georgetown, Inc., The Corp’s 
mission is “Students Serving Students.” Its business ventures 
over the years have met Hoyas’ shifting demands in many 
ways, from selling Coca-Cola and yogurt out of a New South 
closet to booking spring break trips to operating a summer 

storage service. The exhibition includes posters, photos, and 
news stories from The Corp’s 50 years in business.
Corp members and alumni also gathered in the Booth 
Family Center for Special Collections on February 18 for an 
open house and pop-up exhibition of dozens of additional 
artifacts related to The Corp from the Georgetown 
University Archives.
The Archives is seeking additional materials related to The 
Corp's history. If you have documents or other materials you 
are interested in contributing, please contact University 
Archivist Lynn Conway at Lynn.Conway@georgetown.edu.
The exhibition is available online in perpetuity at the Library 
website, library.georgetown.edu/exhibitions.

Clockwise from above: Corp member Nina Yee (C'23) pours a drink at 
the Midnight Mug on Lauinger's second floor; Corp members Tanya 
and Sharon at work in the Cone Zone in 1985; and Corp alumni 
explore the pop-up exhibition of Corp artifacts during an open house 
February 18.

EXHIBITION HONORS 50 YEARS of THE CORP
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The widespread restrictions of COVID have caused us to 
appreciate in-person gatherings in new and sometimes surprising 
ways. Georgetown alumnus and Library Board member Herb 
Gstalder (C’65) relates the following story about his family’s 
decision to postpone the annual lecture established in honor of 
Herb and Bobbi’s daughter, Ellen Catherine Gstalder (C’98).

We decided to suspend the Ellen Catherine Gstalder Lecture 
on Social Issues of Current Significance in America during 
the pandemic. The personal interaction between the 
Georgetown community and the lecturer and the issues 
presented are so valuable and just can’t be communicated in 
the same way through Zoom. We look forward to renewing 
the series in 2023 when we can once again meet in person. 
Until then, I’d like to share Ellen’s story and how we feel her 
presence in the energy of the lecture series.
From an early age, Ellen gravitated to helping others—
especially the children in her class who were struggling. 
When she was in first grade, we received a note from her 
teacher that she was being held in from recess, as she had not 
completed her “seat work.” After investigating, we learned 
the reason: Ellen was spending her time trying to comfort a 
classmate who had difficulty adjusting to school and was 
crying in class. Ellen could not bear seeing another child in 
such pain.
This focus only grew as Ellen became more aware of and 
appalled by the poverty and racism in our country. At Horace 
Greeley High School in Chappaqua, New York, Ellen 
regularly volunteered with Midnight Run, an organization 
that distributes food, clothing, blankets, and personal care 
items to people experiencing homelessness in New York City. 
Ellen and her fellow students embraced Midnight Run’s 
mission to not just distribute aid but also to meet the people 
receiving it and build connections with them as individuals.
Confronting such abject poverty in the midst of wealth was, 
for Ellen, a life-changing experience. Her commitment to 
work to solve these issues was further nurtured by her four 
years at Georgetown. It was no surprise to us that when she 
graduated in 1998 Ellen made the short move but great leap 
from Georgetown to teaching at Orr Elementary School in 
the Anacostia section of Washington as a Teach for America 
member.   
She taught at Orr Elementary School for two and a half 
years before receiving a scholarship from Les Dames 
D’Escoffier to study at the Institute for Culinary Education 
in New York, where she received her professional chef ’s 
certificate. She was scheduled to pursue her Master’s Degree 

of Public Health at New York University in the fall of 2004, 
but died in May of that year after fighting leukemia for three 
and a half years.
Through Ellen’s lecture series, we envision our daughter 
continuing to interact with the issues of poverty, food 
insecurity, and racism, as well as issues like migration, 
LGBTQ rights and the Me Too movement that have 
emerged in the almost 20 years since she died. Lectures by 
David Simon on the reality underlying The Wire, Father 
James Martin, S.J., on the urgent need of the Church to 
embrace the LGBTQ community, and James Carroll on the 
scourge of anti-Semitism, among others, are a fitting annual 
memorial to our daughter.

Herb Gstalder and his wife Bobbi established the Ellen Catherine 
Gstalder (C’98) Memorial Lecture in 2007.

A LIFE of SERVICE

Ellen Gstalder on her graduation day from Georgetown.
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The Library owes a great debt of gratitude to Joseph E. Jeffs 
(Georgetown ’49), who served as University Librarian from 
1960–90.  During his tenure, Jeffs not only oversaw the 
building of Lauinger Library, he also was instrumental in 
enabling the expansion of staff, services, and collections.  
Distinguished by initiatives and accomplishments that 
proved critical to Georgetown students and faculty at the 
time, Joe Jeffs’ leadership continues to have an impact on the 
academic opportunities available at Georgetown today and 
into the future.        
In his most recent book, A Graham Greene Memoir (2021), 
written with his wife Jeannine, Joe Jeffs recounts the growth 
of a collection and a friendship. The Memoir’s narrative is 
revealed through reprinted letters between Jeffs and Greene, 
along with selected reminiscences drawn from Jeannine’s 
faithfully recorded diaries.  From the 61 letters in the book 
that Jeffs and Greene exchanged between 1979 and 1991, we 
see an evolution from strictly professional communications to 
a more personal set of messages, though always with a focus 
on building Georgetown’s Greene collection.  Letters from 

Greene’s sister, Elisabeth Dennys, and his partner, Yvonne 
Cloetta, round out the story of friendship.   
Henry Graham Greene (1904-1991), an acclaimed English 
writer and journalist, was known for his thrillers as well as his 
Catholic novels, in which he explored life’s conflicting moral 
issues set within the political context of his time.  Eager to 
add to Georgetown’s primary source collections, Joe Jeffs first 
wrote to Greene in 1979 about the possibility of acquiring 
his remaining manuscripts, correspondence, and other 
personal papers.  “I’m afraid that you have come a little late 
on the scene,” Graham wrote back, as the University of Texas 
had already purchased most of Greene’s manuscripts.  
Undaunted by this response, Jeffs continued to pursue 
building the Greene collection at Georgetown.  Initially 
Greene offered Jeffs a collection of letters he had received 
from Edith Sitwell, and a collection of postcards and letters 
from Evelyn Waugh.  Through Joe Jeffs’ determination and 
charm, much more would follow.    
Over the years, Jeffs visited Greene several times in England 
and also at his flat in Antibes, France, to review items that 
Greene was ready to sell. These collection-building trips were 
followed by extensive conversations between Jeffs and the 

GROWING GEORGETOWN'S GRAHAM 
GREENE COLLECTION

Nicholas Scheetz (right) shows the Library's original manuscript of Tom 
Sawyer to (from left) Joseph Jeffs, Jeannine Jeffs, Graham Greene, and 
Yvonne Cloetta.
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library’s trusted Curator of Manuscripts, Nicholas Breier 
Scheetz (C’74)—to whom the Memoir is dedicated.   
Together, Jeffs and Scheetz would discuss the value of 
Greene’s materials from both a financial and scholarly 
perspective.  What was the cost?  How well would the items 
fit with other parts of Georgetown’s special collections?  How 
might the items be used then and through the years by 
students, faculty, and visiting scholars?  Based on the results 
of their discussions, Jeffs would negotiate the final purchase 
with Greene.  This cycle of tripartite exchanges occurred 
repeatedly through more than a decade of interactions with 
Greene.    
In 1985 Joe and Jeannine Jeffs hosted Graham Greene and 
Yvonne Cloetta for a five-day sightseeing tour of Mount 
Vernon, Harpers Ferry, the Smithsonian, and other notable 
locations in and around Washington, D.C. Jeffs also invited 
Greene to give a lecture at Georgetown, where he addressed 
a standing-room-only crowd in Gaston Hall.  During 
Greene’s visit, Nick Scheetz provided the author with a tour 
of the library’s Special Collections unit.  Greene expressed 
delight in the meticulously indexed and archived collections 
acquired from him, which at the time included several 
manuscripts, correspondence with notable writers, and 
various other materials.  
Even as Joe Jeffs built a very significant Graham Greene 
collection at Georgetown, he and Jeannine also amassed a 
fine personal collection of first edition books (many of them 
signed), along with other materials by Greene.  In honor of 
the library’s bicentennial, Joe and Jeannine gifted their 

collection to Georgetown.  Likewise, Nicholas Scheetz’s wife, 
Diana Pearson, recently donated Nicholas’ personal collection 
of books and manuscripts by Graham Greene and his 
biographer Norman Sherry, along with materials by Greene’s 
large circle of literary friends including Shirley Hazzard and 
Michael Richey.  Nicholas, who passed away in 2016, 
established a trust to coordinate donations of his collections 
of more than 20,000 rare books and manuscripts.  Trust 
donations to Georgetown have been made in honor of 
Nicholas’ Georgetown mentors: Professor John Hirsh, Jeffrey 
von Arx, and Joe Jeffs.  
Nicholas’s siblings, Frederick Scheetz ’69, Raymond Scheetz, 
and Elizabeth von Doemming also have helped establish a 
fund in Nicholas’s name to support the expansion of special 
collections, as well as support for exhibitions, publications, 
fellowships and lectures.  We are grateful for the generosity 
of Georgetown library donors and for the richness that their 
gifts extend to others.   
It is with deep admiration and 
appreciation that we honor Joseph E. 
Jeffs’ leadership and lasting influence 
on the Georgetown Library, the 
University, and the broader research 
community, and we thank him for 
his ongoing scholarly work.    

To order a copy of A Graham Greene 
Memoir, please contact Diana Pearson 
at pearsoninc@gmail.com.

ARCHIVES INSPIRE AWARD-WINNING COMPOSER
Georgetown Department of Performing Arts Assistant 
Professor Carlos Simon commemorated the GU272 with the 
new composition “Requiem for the Enslaved,” which debuted 
at the Library of Congress in November 2021. 
Simon learned about the GU272 during his interview 
process before joining Georgetown in 2020. He visited the 
Georgetown Slavery Archive and met with members of the 
Descendent community, and—as the pandemic set in—
began composing.
"Requiem for the Enslaved" blends African American 
spirituals and hip-hop with Catholic liturgical musical forms. 
Video of the premiere performance by the Hub New Music 
ensemble and spoken word artist and Georgetown Hip Hop 
Artist in Residence Marco Pavé, featuring Simon on piano, 
Jared Bailey on trumpet, is available at bit.ly/SimonRequiem.
A new video, published on the Spirit of Georgetown site at 

bit.ly/Simon272, discusses how Professor Simon created the 
piece, including how his research visits to the Booth Family 
Center for Special Collections helped to inform his process. 

Carlos Simon
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