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Mariah [00:00:01] So my name is Mariah Johnson. Today's date is May 28, 2021. I'm 
interviewing Mannone Butler and I'm interviewing her via Zoom as art of the We Are at 
Georgetown celebrating our Black History Oral History project, which has been sponsored 
by the Georgetown University African-American Advisory Board. Thank you so much for 
being here Mannone, and thank you for your willingness to be a part of We are 
Georgetown.  
 
Mannone [00:00:26] Thank you so much, Mariah. I'm excited to have this conversation 

with you. And as a part of the African-American Advisory Board, this is really special.  
 
Mariah [00:00:34] So if you could tell me a little bit about yourself, including your name, 
your Georgetown classes, because I know you were part of multiple, and your 
undergraduate college.  
 
Mannone [00:00:45] Certainly Mannone Butler. I'm a native Washingtonian. I graduated 
from the business school in 94 and the Law Center in 99.    
 
Mariah [00:00:56] Awesome. So what was it like to grow up in D.C.?  

 
Mannone [00:01:03] It was really special. D.C. is more than just home for me, it is really its 

roots and roots in terms of the way I think and the way I approach the things that are really 
important to me. It really informed and helped to influence the way I've walked or my walk 
today. Growing up; I was a  70's baby. And so just think about a city and it was actually 
Chocolate City. And so being just surrounded and influenced by such incredible folks from 
all walks of life who look like you helped to shape my perception and sense of self, but 
also just what the possibilities looked like it could look like for me. While we also had our 
share of challenges in the district, certainly in the 80s with the crack epidemic late 80s, 
there were still there is still something to be said about having a community that was as 
rich as connected in terms of just who we are, how we operate, how we get down 
professionally, when we play and when we just kick back. I am one of the beneficiaries of 
coming up in the District of Columbia at the time that I did.   
 
Mariah [00:02:40] So with that, like maybe a little more specifically, how did that inform the 
future career you imagined for yourself as a child?  
 
Mannone [00:02:49] Interesting. So growing up, you know, and certainly I went by the time 

I reached high school, I thought I was going to be this international business woman of the 
world, you know, and international, right? But I was just going to be a global force in 
business and ended up attending Woodrow Wilson High School, and it was International 
Studies Program which just further wet  my appetite. But the seeds were planted early on, 
and part of it for me was the notion of my voice mattered. Well, that was really nurtured at 
home for me. You know mom and grandparents and dad, you know, all had a hand in 
helping me really appreciate and understand the power and the importance of my voice. 
And that was something that led me initially to think that I was going to be this global 
business leader, but ultimately then coming to Georgetown and really being influenced and 
informed by just the Jesuit tradition and being able to sit back and really connect with so 
many folks from all walks of life across the globe helped to really cement this notion of 
voice. Because this is the little girl who grew up in Northeast Washington, D.C., found 
herself on Georgetown's campus and able to navigate a system. So to your question, you 
know, it really did. Growing up in this city helped to shape, really helped me to shape a 



strong sense of self. Growing up in the family that I did nurtured my sense of self. And so, 
yeah, that really didn't then influence the way I walked on campus in 1990.  
 
Mariah [00:04:44] Wow. That's awesome to hear that. So then what was the moment? 
Because growing up in D.C., I'm sure you've heard of Georgetown a lot. What was the 
moment where you really started to think, oh,Georgetown is an option for me to go to 
college?  
 
Mannone [00:04:58] Interesting. Well, interestingly enough, Georgetown wasn't front and 

center for me, except for basketball. And you know, and I had not stepped on 
Georgetown's campus at that time. There was minority student weekend, so this was my 
senior year, so I had not even been on Georgetown's campus. I had, however, attended, 
I'm a big sports fan, I had attended a number of Georgetown's games. And you know, you 
had to know who Patrick Ewing was, right? You had to know who our greats were on the 
hardwood. And so, and I share this story with folks, my senior year, I think it was my senior 
year, yes, I took a couple of languages. Don't quiz me on any of them now, but I took, I 
was taking French, an intermediate French course, and so Dikembe Mutombo was one of 
our guest lecturers, and that, like sealed the deal because it was so cool, he was so fluent, 
it was so much fun, helped to energize my thinking about French and again, don't quiz me 
on it. But it was wonderful and that for me helped to just reinforce the fact that you have, 
really a stellar, prominent collegiate basketball player who's also really into his academics 
in a way that you know, and his language faculties were just awesome for me. So that was 
just another cherry on top of the decision, ultimately that I made. But it wasn't because I 
grew up thinking, oh, Georgetown was the space for me. It was because of those 
connections. And again, basketball was an entree for me. I also again, I started with 
thinking that I was going to be a global business woman and I was in international studies. 
And so I thought the business school and because of Georgetown's reputation that I 
ultimately really came to appreciate in the international sphere is what drew me to 
Georgetown.  
 
Mariah [00:07:16] So within the business school, what was your major and why did you 

choose them?  
 
Mannone [00:07:22] So I started off as a marketing major and actually was an INROADS 
intern. And I don't know if you're familiar with INROADS, but INROADS was a program for 
minority students, high school students who wanted to get their foot in business and it 
allowed us to get exposed to business early on in ways that I would not have but for 
INROADS, at least in my senior year at high school. And so I said, I want to do marketing. 
I thought I wanted to do this, but I knew a little bit, and sometimes you know, that's a great 
way to start. And I ended up with a marketing internship at GE, which was fabulous, right? 
So I'm coming in thinking that I am going do marketing. The door was open and I was 
ready to just burst through it. And so I started as a marketing major and funny enough, you 
know, you have these requirements and finance was one of the requirements. I love math. 
I was pretty solid math student. I actually have faculties for numbers. And so I said, you 
know finance, I think I'm going to take over the summer so I can get that out of the way. 
And ultimately took finance class over the summer that changes rock my world. Oh no, 
Mannone is going to be a finance major. So ultimately, I shifted majors, and I think that 
was, yes, between my sophomore and junior year, and I landed with a finance major and 
then a minor in government.  
 
Mariah [00:09:11] That's awesome. So within the business school at the time, what was 

the culture of the school like? And what was it like to be a Black woman within that space?  



 
Mannone [00:09:21] And, you know, so this is pre all of the technology that we have now, 
so we had a computer lab and I starting there because the computer lab was like the 
nucleus for our business school, my business school peers. There were a lot of projects 
that you ended up doing in business at the computer lab, got to know one another. We 
racked our brains with some of the assignments there. But in the business school, that's 
where you found yourself kind of after hours if you weren't doing your work in Lauinger. 
For me, it was really I was oftentimes in my room or in the business, in the computer lab. I 
shared that because it allowed us to really that was probably one of the first experiences 
with really kind of coming together, working on projects with technology that was 
emerging. You know, I had my I can't even remember the computer, but it was the one that 
you know, you had the the the orange dots on your screen. It was really very, very old. I 
mean, it was like a Commodore tool. It was. It was fascinating, as I think about it now and 
the fact that I was you were actually printing it was a mix of a computer and a typewriter to 
to actually crank out papers in the like.  That shaped my experience early on because you 
had to you worked with with your peers and there weren't a lot of Black women. But we 
had a pretty solid group of Black men and women in the business school in my freshman 
class. We were really very tight. I enjoyed being able to navigate the Georgetown 
experience, navigate the business school, and it was pretty, I found faculty to be really 
very engaged. I didn't experience barriers to actually finding my footing, and I say that 
because, you know, I came in with a strong sense of self, although, you know, I'm from 
D.C.. All right. What are we doing here, right? And my first semester in accounting kicked 
my butt, I literally said, "OK, all right now, show up!   Show me what you're working with." 
And I literally was floored a bit. You know, I'm used to doing OK and feeling like I know my 
stuff and accounting tested my mettle. I had a professor, Professor Ross, who literally was 
straight laced, kind of the stereotypical business professional but with this persona.  And I 
stepped up, the professor Ross to say, you know, me and his accounting thing is we're not 
jiving and I was not doing well. And I said, but I need to do well in his class, and he was 
extremely supportive of me. And at the end of the day, I did well in the class. 
 
Mannone [00:12:59] But it was because of two things. One, I think as a freshman coming 

in, there wasn't a door that was closed. If anything, the door was open and it was 
supportive. It wasn't, I'm going to make it easy for you, but I'm going to support you in 
making sure that you're able to get the work done that you need to get done and address 
the challenges that you may have. That was important to me because that experience 
really colored for me, the experience that I had of Georgetown. And so then as a Black 
woman, I didn't feel that there was a barrier or a standard less than because of, you know, 
any challenges. If anything, I knew, all right, you have to step up, you have to speak up, 
and you have to be present. And I found receptivity at every turn.  
 
Mariah [00:13:51] And that's great to hear. So like this accounting class with Professor 

Ross, what were some of the other memorable classes that you took in your 
undergraduate career?  
 
Mannone [00:14:01] Oh, Black Liberation Theology with Professor Hayes. It was such, 

again, coming from DC, I had experiences with Black teachers of all stripes, learn-ed, 
really just incredibly brilliant educators. I come from a family of educators. My mom was a 
teacher, elementary school teacher. My father was, in high school. And, so there was 
certainly expectations of how educators engage students.  But to be exposed to Professor 
Hayes was just, at least life altering for me, and the subject matter was so important 
because coming to Georgetown not Catholic, I'm a Baptist, opened the door to examining 
and interrogating religion in a way that was not what I knew before the class. And so I think 



that was probably one of the most transformative classes, and most important classes for 
me just to help me think and to press issues, specifically those issues that are important to 
me. And so certainly, my spirituality and religion is something that is important to me, and 
it helped me to frame how I approach that. But also, it was transferable. But I just I adored 
Professor Hayes.  
 
Mariah [00:15:47] That's wonderful. And that makes me think what was the religious 

climate of Georgetown at the time?  
 
Mannone [00:15:55] Interesting. I feel it was really very, certainly, we had Jesuits on the 
floors. This is a Jesuit institution, but I did not feel that there wasn't a place for your brand 
of faith, so we had folks of, you know, again from all faith traditions. And it felt welcoming. 
Right, so you knew if you wanted to get down with the gospel choir or the services on 
Sunday, it was a natural so the the communities were there. And it was just really pretty 
easy for from my vantage point to plug in.  And again being from D.C, I could, you know, 
engage in my spiritual growth in life on campus and also do it off campus.  
 
Mariah [00:17:08] So as an undergraduate, this is going back to academic part of your 
career, but were there any other like research projects or study abroad or internships that 
really were memorable in your experience?  
 
Mannone [00:17:20] So I did not engage in study abroad, and that's one of the things that, 
you know, as I think about it today, there's kind of one of those would've, could've 
should've. That's an opportunity that if I had to do it all over again, I would have done. 
Again, I talked about that I had taken Spanish for years and I had really thought about 
doing some study in South America, but just did not. I had, you know, there were a number 
of projects that really required me to work real close with my peers in the business school. 
I am thinking about, actually it was a project that was focusing on operations, and I'm 
blanking on the name now of the course, but it really requires you to dissect the kind of a 
business model and kind of what your approach would be to accelerate the model, to 
benefit from recommendations that you and your team brought to bear. And that type, I 
just say that type of experience and exposure to really practical real life, but very much 
elevated thinking analysis was so very important to me and for me because then I was 
able to, again, all of this to me - the dots that connect that thread, the through line is the 
ability to be a critical thinker, to be able to do it candidly on your feet, and to be able to 
step back and analyze situations. All of that was very much nurtured while I was in the 
business school, and it actually paved the way for me to go to law school.  
 
Mariah [00:19:22] And it's great that you brought that up because I was going to ask, so 

you started out international business woman, that was the goal. How did you get from 
there to attorney?  
 
Mannone [00:19:36] Georgetown, I mean, I don't know about you, but you know, why are 

you on campuses? I don't know if it's osmosis or what it is, but something happens and 
that law school bug just hits you. It wasn't, and it wasn't one thing, Mariah,  right, it was 
being involved in classes. I was a government minor, and so I took constitutional law. But it 
was also just being a part of the community and having certain conversations with my 
peers. I was in residence life, so I was a resident assistant, right? So I mean, and I saw 
that all of those experiences really helped me to hearken back to this notion of voice and 
wanting to be in a place and be the type of person that could be a vehicle for voice. And so 
I had a distant array, a myriad of experiences that kept kind of nagging at me and gnawing 
at me like, you are, you are at Georgetown. You have an opportunity to really make a 



number of, you know, make things happen. And I was continuously being filled with that. 
And I remember having a conversation with then the Associate Dean Renee DeVigne 
because I started to shift from business or this notion of going to Wall Street, you know, as 
a prelude to my global business career and said, you know, I want to get into there's some 
work that needs to be done on the policy front. And I'm trying to decide, do I,  do, you 
know, public policy degree or do I go to law school? And while she didn't answer it for me, 
she helped me to understand if you want to be able to help folks develop their voice it is 
really important for you to be poised and equipped with certain skills. And certainly a law 
degree helps you, right, to certainly make the case to be able to influence policy. And you 
can do that as a lawyer. And so I share that because it was a number of things that really 
gave rise to me, ultimately saying law school was the way for me to go and I could apply 
all of the things that I had learned in the business school to make me a really solid law 
student and lawyer ultimately.  
 
Mariah [00:22:05] So then why Georgetown Law?  

 
Mannone [00:22:09] Why Georgetown Law? Well, two things one. You know, Georgetown 

Law is a pretty prestigious law school, right? Pretty solid law school, had incredible clinical 
programs, which was important to me because that's where I also wanted to be hands on. 
So I was, you know, I was continuously being shaped. I was having exposure to a number 
of internships where I was able to really appreciate and start to to understand the things 
that I was passionate about and lend my time to it.  So Georgetown hit, you know, just met 
all of those things. And let me be real clear, it's really important I realize as a resident 
assistant, I applied to be a resident director. I could pay for law school if I was able to do it. 
So it was like win, win, win, and was able to go in. I was an evening student and was able 
to pay for my law schooling while I worked at Georgetown.  
 
Mariah [00:23:16] Oh, that's awesome.  
 
Mannone [00:23:18] Well, let me just tell you, win, win, win.  
 
Mariah [00:23:20] Shout out to you for the work around. That's the way to do it, for sure.  
 
Mannone [00:23:26] I'm just telling folks there are ways that you can can really accomplish 
and, you know, get the education and also figure out ways to not be saddled, really 
saddled with the debt.  
 
Mariah [00:23:43] Yeah. So at the time entering the law school campus, what was the 
culture of that campus like?  
 
Mannone [00:23:54] So as an evening student, I didn't lean in, you know, especially the 

first year I didn't lean into culture. It was literally, I had a classmate who is literally a rocket 
scientist, right? So we had folks who were working full time and then going to law school at 
night, which was an intense experience. I tend to think that being able to to do both 
prepares you and equips you in ways that are profound. And so I can't say that I 
experienced all of the culture that our day students experienced. I did spend a lot of time in 
the evening at the Law Center, on the weekends at the Law Center. Got to know folks, but 
really within my section. And so there are sections at law school. And so the evening 
section was really pretty tight.  
 
Mariah [00:24:57] That's awesome. And how do you feel like the experience as a law 

student different from your experience as a Georgetown undergraduate student?  



 
Mannone [00:25:05] Hmm. I was even more focused, right? It was very much as an 
undergrad student, I wanted to to do well in my coursework, but I also was a teenager and 
I was coming of age. And so I'm learning about myself, really forging friendships that I 
have to, you know, to the day, really wanting to . . . After I got to my first year in undergrad, 
which, you know, I no longer just DC Mannone because I was one foot off campus, one 
foot on campus, but really committing myself to understanding and learning from and 
giving to the community. I really was a part of the fabric of the community. In law school, I 
was a law student and evening student focused on being able to, especially the first year, 
navigate the law school experience.  And the first year was challenging, but it's doable. 
And I was able to get to the other side, and I say that to you as a Hoya lawyer in the 
making. It really was. I was very much focused.  
 
Mariah [00:26:21] So there is something you said in this response, and this is going back 
a little bit, to your first year at Georgetown, you said you were one foot Mannone, and one 
foot Georgetown Mannone. What do you mean by that?  
 
Mannone [00:26:37] So, you know, coming to Georgetown, it was a new experience for 
me, and there was some culture. There was some . . . it was a bit of culture shock for me. I 
went to a high school that boasted we had 70 countries represented, but a significant 
Black population. And I was in an environment, you know, all day, every day, and I told 
you growing up, it was all Black and there was a certain brand of Black, right in D.C. 
Coming to Georgetown, it was the Jesuit community was different for me, and it wasn't 
that, and you asked the question earlier just about the kind of the religious tone and tenor 
of the campus, so it wasn't like it was pushed upon you. But I I found myself early on 
staying close  to my comfort zone. In my comfort zone was my neighborhood. My comfort 
zone was my people at home or my comfort zone was family, right? And  just the places 
that I would frequent. I realized, though, in order, and it actually was tied to even, and I 
think it was also me being comfortable academically, being able to navigate, like that 
accounting class I talked about, made it clear and plain for me that if you're going to do 
this, you got to be all in. You can't be half foot, you know, home and home not my physical 
home, but in the city and have foot on campus; to do this, you have to be all in.  And after 
feeling, quite frankly supported academically, it was on me to really be a real part of the 
Georgetown community, and making that decision was one of the best decisions I've ever 
made. And it would prompted not just because of my experience with, you know, the 
accounting class or other classes that I had, it  was also because of the friendships that I 
was forging as well. So freshman year can be a time where a lot of uncertainty and getting 
to know yourself and getting to know others. And I was able to hit a place, you know, kind 
of midpoint where I was able to say, all right, both feet on campus.  
 
Mariah [00:29:10] Yeah, OK, that's a great way to think about it. So then when you have 

both feet on campus, what did that mean for you and what type of activities and clubs and 
organizations did you join?  
 
Mannone [00:29:23] So I was a part of the NAACP. I definitely was engaged in and we 

had some groups within our business school. The first year I really wanted to focus 
academically. I then though, raised my hand or actually applied, this is my sophomore year 
to be a resident assistant, that was something that was also really valuable to participate in 
and to be a part of that community. It was a way for me to get a lot of really important 
training on human dynamics, learning about others, but also being a bridge and a safety 
net. A part of the university safety net and to be a Black woman who was a part of the 
safety net was also important for those who looked like us and those who did not look like 



us to be able to be the the keepers and supporters of the sanity in residents' life in the 
residence halls, but also to be an example. I mean, I didn't take it lightly, but I also had to 
walk a certain way and live a certain way as a resident assistant. And I think that was 
important, an important decision that I made early on because it helped me to continue to 
walk in a way that's in keeping with the values that I have. Yeah, I also was, and a good 
friend of mine who's now is a member of the African-American Advisory Board, Willie Tate, 
founded Umoja. So we have so many groups, specifically groups that are for our 
communities of color, right on campus. And what we found is that when we were in 
undergrad, we had 400 plus Black students on campus, but we had a number of of 
organizations. And I appreciate that right. I think you could probably attest the number of 
organizations and I'm always one like, let's coordinate it right now. I head up an agency 
where we coordinate justice issues in D.C. Let's cordinate, if nothing else, we can't have 
five or six events on the same night, and we only had 10 people on campus, right? So let's 
figure out how we can bring it together. So Umoja was really born out of the notion that 
let's bring ourselves, let's come together, organize in ways that we are amplifying and 
leveraging our respective efforts, as opposed to creating chasms or just tripping over one 
another. So that was something that we we thought up and we were able to really support 
during our time at Georgetown. I don't think it lasted because it was really kind of a labor of 
love when Willie and I were there.  
 
Mariah [00:32:34] But I will say that the idea that organization sounds very similar to some 

that have developed, I think, in this current time. So you, you lay the foundation for an 
upcoming thing, which is great.  
 
Mannone [00:32:46] Well, or I think that there is just the need and the notion is there. And 

so I'm really just excited to hear that thinking is a part of our thinking on campus, 
specifically with our students, right? We have to be able, we are so much stronger and 
better and kind of powerful collectively. So that's good stuff.  
 
Mariah [00:33:05] Yeah, it's a wonderful thing. Do you have any particularly special 
memories that you had as an RA or with Umoja, either one?  
 
Mannone [00:33:17] Oh, yeah, so many memories as a resident assistant. With the team, 

you know, of my peers as RA's, we were able to do incredible programing actually being 
able to have a budget that was allocated so you could program with students based on 
what they were interested in to make their transition. I was in the freshman dorm as an RA 
for two years. I was in, I ended up in Harbin and then I was in Village C if not mistaken 
because I was a resident director, so some of of those times are merging together. But to 
be able to to help students their transition, that was really important to me. And so to meet 
students who came in pretty uncertain, pretty nervous all the way across to those who are 
real, bold and at the end of their first semester felt a little uncertain and a little nervous, to 
help all of them meeting students where they were to be a source of support or a source of 
or to provide reality checks. Because we had to deal with a host of issues students who 
drank too much and/or had other substance abuse or substance use issues. Students who 
experienced, who were violated, to be there with those students. Students who committed 
infractions. Some serious infractions to be there as the person really making sure that it 
was clear what the rules of engagement were on the floor, but also being there to support 
folks across the board. That was really an experience that I can't say enough about the 
training that I received. Again, the counseling, the resources that were available on 
campus. One of the things I think is probably not always or widely known as a resident 
assistant, you really are able to you get the roadmap of university operations, which was 
very helpful for me because not only did I use it to the benefit of my floor, my community 



within the dorm that I resided, but also for my friends and my peers, or so I felt I found 
myself being an ambassador in some ways for students who may not know what that x 
service existed on campus, if they were struggling or dealing with something or wanted to 
actually create something,  
 
Mariah [00:36:08] You put it really well and seem that does give you such a roadmap and 
such different way of looking at campus than normally students have. I'm curious about 
how having that road map influenced the way you saw the culture of Georgetown more 
generally being that you saw students go through so many different stages at this 
university?  
 
Mannone [00:36:30] Yeah. Yes, some of my friends, you know, early in as a young 
person, a younger person, young person, I am older now. I was told that I had an older 
soul. Right? And so I think having an appreciation of how the university operates. The two 
things, one, it helped me to navigate and when I can navigate as I see the university, like 
any other system, you know, it is a system. And so with systems, you have to understand 
how it operates. The centers of power, who are the decision makers,where the money is, 
like all of those things are important to understand in order to meet your goals and 
objectives. For me, it was to be a successful student, to graduate, and to be a bridge. I 
always thought it was important. I was not an island at Georgetown. I was a part of a 
community and once again I put those two feet on campus of the part of the community 
and had a responsibility because the other thing that that I carry with me was knowing the 
privilege that I had to be on Georgetown's campus. Didn't come from a family with 
significant means, right? So I was also there was this baton that was passed to me that I 
wanted to to run with and really take it far. And so having access to information was so 
powerful. But it wasn't for me to just keep to myself. It was really to be able to share with 
others so that they could benefit. And so all I took that really seriously. It also helped me to 
appreciate again the power of voice, because when you know when you have information 
and you in a position to exercise what you know, that's critical. And I I found myself in 
positions to be able to exercise my voice while on campus, be it with when there were 
discipline issues with students, be it when we were dealing with a crisis de jure as just as a 
student myself with my peers, you know, my closest friends when we were dealing with the 
personal matters that you deal with, as you know, young women trying to find your way on 
a college campus, you know, with the men you're dating with the you know, the activities 
you want to be engaged in with trying to to figure out what's next. All of that was informed 
for me by being able to know who to talk to, right?  Where are there . . . there are so many 
answers, but there were also so many incredibly important resources that were sounding 
boards and the sounding boards were important. And that was again a part of that fabric of 
the roadmap that I'm talking about.  
 
Mariah [00:39:42] So as a student, both in your undergraduate career and also in your law 

school career, what was the, how did the wider world influence your experience? Were 
there any particular events that you remember being like this really impacted my time at 
Georgetown?  
 
Mannone [00:40:03] So I'm thinking about that question in the context of where we are 
today, and my experience does not did not certainly compare to the experience of students 
today. Right. There were local and national political realities, we are talking about the shifts 
in power from political power on the federal stage. And there were a host of policies that 
had implications for us. I know in law school. one of the kind of the preeminent issues with 
was O.J. Simpson, right? And that was  pretty pivotal for me while in law school, because 
it was the first time that I saw the system play itself out. That the justice system, right, 



played itself out in kind of in living color. Right. And so I would say that that was probably 
one of the moments, one of the national issues or moments that occurred that really bore 
the kind of impact, the way I thought about who we are, what we're doing. Ultimately, I do 
what I did upon, you know, graduated from Law Center, didn't get into justice, ultimately 
landed there. And I can't help but think having been exposed to the trial, the way the 
nation, literally the globe, was exposed to the trial didn't seep in and have some  influence 
on the way I looked at justice and the way justice was meted out.   
 
Mariah [00:41:59] Oh, it's so interesting, especially considering how live and how televised 

that trial was, which I mean now feels normal for my generation, but I know it was a very 
big deal. The fact that you could watch it almost day in and day out.  
 
Mannone [00:42:12] Yeah, I did. I think about, you know, the George Floyd murder and 

social media and again, the events of this past year. That was certainly not my experience. 
There was not the same twenty- four seven focus on any one issue. But the O.J. Simpson 
trial opened the door to really just a concerted focus on . . . And it was race. Right? It was 
our justice system. There were a host of factors that I feel seeded, you know, the soil, if 
you will, for where we are today.  
 
Mariah [00:43:02] Yeah. It's so interesting.  This is I guess, zooming out a little bit, but it's 
relevant to both your time as an undergrad and also at the Law Center, but Georgetown 
being Georgetown, always brings really wonderful speakers to campus. Are there any 
speakers over the course of your time that were really memorable for you?  
 
Mannone [00:43:27] So interestingly enough, one of the speakers and this is, was 

impactful because I also got to introduce the speaker. So the then president, President 
Clinton, was on campus. This was while I was at the law center and he was coming to 
campus to talk about Social Security, the new Social Security platform and focus, and I 
was invited to introduce him. And it was memorable. I have pictures with him and Vice 
President Gore and our our then president at Georgetown,  Father O'Donovan, to to 
memorialize that experience. It was really interesting. This was during the heart of the 
Monica Lewinsky matter. And I just remember when one of our local papers there was a 
picture, I was on the front page of this picture, on this paper with the president, and he was 
leaning over saying something. It was just an engaging experience. It was a wonderful 
experience for me at that time. And I got folks saying, now, you know what's going on, 
what's the deal? It was tongue in cheek, tongue and cheek, but it was an experience like 
none other and I will admit that, while I was just, I keep talking about feeling like, you 
know, growing up in D.C., there's like nothing that, you know, you're not ready for, so while 
not struck by the opportunity, I was just really honored and humbled by the opportunity to 
have that level of that opportunity to connect with the president and the vice president. 
Vice President Gore was, you know, you have one image, he totally made me a fan. He 
was just super smart, super engaging, really funny because, you know, you have Secret 
Service and all that. I mean, like literally, he broke the ice in ways that I was like, I felt like 
he was my home boy. It was so easy, you know, so that was definitely memorable 
speakers and memorable experience.  
 
Mariah [00:45:58] Hmm. That's so cool. What a awesome lifelong memory Georgetown 

gave you. That's excellent.  
 
Mannone [00:46:03] Yes. And at Georgetown, I was afforded that opportunity.  
 



Mariah [00:46:06] So yeah, yeah, it's a special place. Yeah, kind of on another side of 

visitors, were there any particularly noteworthy figures on campus who were not 
professors or not famous people? So university staff or cafeteria workers or GPD officers 
that were really memorable in your experience?  
 
Mannone [00:46:26] My gosh. Cafeteria, and I'm feeling like I'm having these moments 
and then I'm apologizing because I'm not recalling the name. They may come to me, but I 
will say that there were a group of women and men in the cafeteria that made it special. 
And I have to say that, you know, freshman year, you're trying to just figure a whole lot of 
stuff out. You know, when you going to eat. How are you going to eat? You know, I want to 
have pizza. No, you need to eat some food that is, you know, that has some balance to it. 
And having some of the the staff in the cafeteria be an extension of authenticity and in 
home for me was important and special. We had the benefit of, you know, in residence life, 
working with an array of staff from those in the counseling center. And I think it's important 
and I've had conversations with the folks on campus, students around just the need to be 
able to engage all the services. Counseling is one of those services and being able to 
meet with staff, the professional staff, but all who are associated with the counseling 
center was really important as given the work that I was doing as a resident assistant, but 
also just appreciating early on the value of being able to have resources that were made 
available to students. The push was always to make sure the resources for the students 
were culturally available as well for students. But I've found that the folks that I was able to 
engage, connect with were operating from spaces of within the best interests of the 
students. I also say that, you know, there were folks in a bookstore that were really cool. 
Vital Vittles, is Vital Vittles still there? Vital Vittles, like that, I mean, there were folks and I 
know we had students working there, but in the bookstore, there were folks who were from 
the area who were working at the bookstore, who knew you, who were supportive when 
you were trying to figure out how I'm going to get this book right? Really, very, very helpful. 
And last but not least, certainly in the president's office, there was assistance. And I'll have 
to note, Miss Patricia Brody, who was just an amazing, is an amazing woman, and was the 
assistant to the president for actually a couple of presidents. She was just the light of the 
office and just incredibly gracious and kind and loving and helpful for students.  Yeah, very 
special.  
 
Mariah [00:49:53] It's wonderful, and I love that it touches on so many different parts of the 
Georgetown campus, you were able to find help and support from the bookstore and the 
president's office. That's  lovely. This question is kind of about your experience as a D.C. 
native coming to Georgetown. What do you remember the Georgetown neighborhood 
being like and feeling like?  
 
Mannone [00:50:16] Wholly different than where I grew up, to be quite candid. I didn't do 
Georgetown, you know, prior to going to Georgetown. So it was really, it felt as if I was 
going to school out of town. And, you know, the day when I had the opportunity to connect 
with students, spend time with students, I really encourage students to explore DC beyond 
M Street and Wisconsin Avenue.  Georgetown is special, absolutely special to me, spent a 
significant time there; and the city is special. And Georgetown is a part of the city, but is 
one part of the city. And so I just I found myself appreciating and candidly learning a lot 
about wealth and power in the city, quite frankly. And Georgetown represents that.  
 
Mariah [00:51:30] That's wild how it stayed concentrated here for so many of you know, 

my experience or your experience from the other alumni I've spoken to.   
 



Mannone [00:51:40] Well, so as evolution, as you know, though, the evolution was, you 

know, we had enslaved folks, Black and Brown folks were Georgetown prior to this 
evolution that we, you know, prior to the Georgetown that we know today. So I think that 
it's not, it shouldn't be lost on us that the power and the wealth and the Georgetown that is, 
is certainly rooted in the Georgetown that was.  
 
Mariah [00:52:12] Very true. So as a student at Georgetown, particularly the 

undergraduate experience, what were some of your favorite things to do in D.C. if you 
weren't going home, for example?  
 
Mannone [00:52:23] And I said, you make a promise to my family, so I didn't go home to 

wash clothes and eat, although my grandmother, you know, my grandmother was an 
amazing cook. So it was, you know, I was trying to like, you know, put on the big girl pants 
and, you know, make sure that I am taking care of myself and improving myself worthy of 
these independent living that I was now seeking whenever I did leave campus and go back 
home. I enjoyed going to clubs in the city, you know? Then we had Republic Gardens, we 
had all kinds, I mean, the club scene was so much fun on U Street specifically and U 
Street was interesting because, you know, growing up in D.C. and Go-Go was important to 
me. I love Go-Go music. Absolutely say it again I love Go-Go music. And so the scene on 
U Street was also different for me because I was not, that  wasn't something that I did 
growing up, but you know, Georgetown, there was a different flavor on U Street and it 
brought again the college crowd. So definitely hanging out with friends, going to these 
clubs, dancing and enjoying music to wee hours in the morning, finding my way to eat at 
all kinds of diners late at night and able to do that and feel safe to do it. Definitely going to 
games. I love sports, so would go to basketball games, certainly Georgetown basketball 
games, but other basketball games in the area, football games and the like. That's 
something that's part of who I am and what I do so that I remain true to while I was at 
Georgetown.  
 
Mariah [00:54:19] So, yeah. No, go ahead.  
 
Mannone [00:54:22] You know, as I said that it made me think of another experience with 
our, with the students and being able to create opportunities to go to the Carter Barron or 
other places where some of my peers who weren't from D.C., they were interested in 
getting the scene or knowing the scene. So again, ranging from the opportunity to go to 
Go-Go's all the way up to or across rather to going to see a performance at the Carter 
Barron.  
 
Mariah [00:55:04] So these last couple of questions are a little bit about the lasting impact 

of your Georgetown experience. So what have you done since leaving Georgetown, even 
though I know you've had a long and illustrious career, but if you could walk me through it 
a little bit, that'd be great.  
 
Mannone [00:55:19] Certainly, after I left Georgetown Law School, actually served as an 
adjunct, I was the Street Law Fellow.  At the Law Center, Street Law is a clinical program 
where you, high school students are taught, engaged rather than just to be engaged about 
the law and law students teach high school students. So while at law school, I taught at 
Duke Ellington, a group of high school students there. And you wanted your crowning 
activity is the mock trial. So we did a mock trial and had a great time. And then, as the law 
fellow worked with all of the law students who were teaching the high school students in 
preparation for the mock trial. After that, I worked with a nonprofit organization where we 
had sites across the country and working in vulnerable communities. Again, this notion of 



voice like, so you are going to hear some different paths, but the voice, for me, the ability 
to be a vehicle for voice is the through line. So I served as one of the leaders in this 
organization and then with the nonprofit to work in twenty-three vulnerable sites across the 
country or vulnerable communities across the country. And this was funded by the 
Department of Justice and one of the sites was a prison. And so that's where I started 
really getting my feet wet in working in prisons, and I worked at the Eastern Correctional 
Institution working with men who with an eye towards helping them re-engage with their 
children, and then worked with a consulting group and then a small firm. So all right 
Mannone you want to practice some law, you went to law school, what are we doing here? 
Let's figure out how we're going to make this voice, you know, and also practice law. So I 
ended up practicing law. And it was telecom law, and while in law school, there were 
classes, there were a few classes that I absolutely loved. I loved my my family law course. 
I loved my telecom course. I had a sports law course that I loved. I thought I was going to 
be a sports agent, but I put that to the side. I know I have some dear friends who are 
rocking it out, and that's was the ministry for them. But I thought I was going to do that as 
well. I had a health law course that I really enjoyed. All of that served as a kind of fodder 
for me to to explore what I said, all right Mannone it's time to  put your practice hat on, and 
having the opportunity to work with the small firm. And actually the  partner was a 
Georgetown Law alum who had a vastly different experience. Black man who graduated 
from the Law Center in the 70s, who really helped to pave the way so that I could end up 
going to the Law Center, right? So worked with him and learned so much, ended up 
having opportunities to serve clients in the Caribbean and locally. And that was in St. 
Martin specifically. And that experience is with me to the day I learned I cut my teeth, really 
cut my teeth professionally, working and serving the client. And then found my way to the 
Criminal Justice Coordinating Council as counsel and did some policy work initially and am 
currently the agency's director and have been the director for over 10 years now, and the 
agency is established precisely to bring the unique blend of criminal justice agencies in 
D.C. We have both the federal and local complement and to bring the two together to 
address a host of justice system issues for adults and juveniles in the District of Columbia. 
And so that's been my path professionally since Georgetown.  
 
Mariah [00:59:36] It's wonderful. It's such a rich path and seems like you've gotten to do 
so much.  
 
Mannone [00:59:41] And travel too, which is great.  

 
Mariah [00:59:42] Yeah, really cool.  So looking back on that path, how would you 

describe the impact of your Georgetown education on you both professionally, but also 
personally?  
 
Mannone [00:59:54] The Georgetown was so important in helping me to embrace the 

notion that, you know, we are men and women for others, right? So every at every turn, 
I've had the opportunity and candidly seized the opportunity to allow my voice to be a 
vehicle for others, but also to be a vehicle for others' voices. Georgetown helped to really 
firm that for me and solidify that.  Georgetown also helped me to hone my skills in 
navigating systems, because what I just shared with you, host of systems, host of actors, 
host the players and it is not like a straight line. And so being able to understand 
dynamics, being able to understand people, being able to sit back and analyze situations, 
Georgetown really gave me the tools to do that. Georgetown also is really important in 
helping me to appreciate this notion of difference. And we have folks from all walks of life 
with all perspectives, but also understanding the fact that there are, being able to cut 
through all of that understanding where decisions are made and who are the decision 



makers. And it's not necessarily always the folks that are front and center. I learned that 
you have, this is a part of my upbringing, it was reinforced, though, that at the end of the 
day, you have assistants who are working in the president's office, right, or who are 
working, and I actually served, I worked as a sophomore and my work study job was 
working for now President DeGioia, right? I know that the very folks and actually I'm going 
to put a pause on that because there was another person I needed to to mention, and that 
was Dorthea Crenshaw. You asked about staff, Dorthea Crenshaw was the assistant, and 
I don't think that fully encapsulates who she was or is impeccable, taught me so much. 
And that's when I was in student affairs. But also to this day, she just epitomizes and 
exudes excellence and knowledge, and she was a power broker. So but Georgetown 
helped me to appreciate that, to navigate, but also understand dynamics and the folks who 
are really in the positions to make things happen. And it's not you don't get to know, folks, 
just because they can do something for you. But you establish relationships and rapport 
with folks because it's the right thing to do, and from that good stuff happens. Right? So 
Georgetown reinforced that.   
 
Mariah [01:02:55] Such a vital lesson to learn. So as a Black alumnae at Georgetown, 

what is advice that you would give to current Black students, both at the undergraduate 
level and at the law school level?  
 
Mannone [01:03:10] You are here for a purpose and your voice is critical to the trajectory 

of the university, your voice and your presence is critical. So I head up our African-
American Advisory Board, I chair our African-American Advisory Board, and I'm so proud 
to do that, which gives me an opportunity to work with not only an incredible group of 
alums, but also engaged students. And it strikes me that we have to continue to work to to 
ensure that students recognize that there is a whole tribe of alums that exist out here that 
have walked in your shoes, maybe not today's version of your shoes, but have walked in 
your shoes and are on the other side of the experience of studying and navigating all 
things Georgetown. And we're here. So that's one thing, that's another thing rather. And 
also note that, you know, we are stronger together, and so while there are, as in life, 
they're going to be some issues that cause friction or divides, we have to understand those 
ties that bind us. And I'm a big proponent of really figuring out what's the big picture. We 
can make more noise and and more progress collectively. I believe that. 
 
Mariah [01:04:52] I believe that too. So my last question for you is what did it mean to be 

Black at Georgetown for you?  
 
Mannone [01:05:03]  For me, it meant, knowing every day that I stood on incredible 
shoulders, that I had a responsibility to myself and to others to be excellent.  While I wasn't 
excellent every day, I knew I had a responsibility to be excellent. It was, and it is also an 
opportunity; and it's an opportunity to show up, and show out, and blaze a path for others. 
And I feel like it's tied to responsibility, I feel very strongly that as a Black woman who 
navigated and earned my degrees from Georgetown, that Georgetown is a better place 
because of us. And so that's for me what it means to be Black. What it meant to be Black 
at Georgetown.  
 
Mariah [01:06:32] Beautifully said. Is there anything else you'd like to share, any more 

pearls of wisdom that you have for us?  
 
Mannone [01:06:40] Well, the one thing and now is, is my compatriot, like my fellow alum. 
You know, I encourage us to get involved and stay involved. Our experiences at 
Georgetown are not monolithic. And I absolutely understand and appreciate that. I think 



like anything, you know, it's important to get involved, to be a part of the fabric. And again, 
that goes back to my decision in freshman year to put both feet on campus, bring both feet 
on campus. I do that today as an alum.  I want our community to do that, to know that after 
graduating, and while you're getting sea legs professionally or as you're pursuing kind of 
post undergrad degrees or professional experiences as well, I think it's important to stay 
connected to the university. I think it's important to continue to support, push, hold 
accountable the university. And we have the breadth and depth in our community to do 
that. So I want students to know that and to own that. I think that's important.  
 
Mariah [01:08:17] Well, thank you so much for your time, we really appreciate it.  
 
Mannone [01:08:21] Thank you. Mariah, you to me are such an example of excellence. 
This is just been a wonderful opportunity just to get to talk to you. And I look forward to 
talking to you and flipping the tables and learning more about you and being able to ask 
you some of the questions that you asked me.  
 


