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The Veteran’s Creed 
1. I am an American Veteran  
2. I proudly served my country 
3. I live the values I learned in the military 
4. I continue to serve my community, my country and my fellow veterans 
5. I maintain my physical and mental discipline 
6. I continue to lead and improve 
7. I make a difference 
8. I honor and remember my fallen comrades 
 
 
The book Supporting Veterans After 50 Years of the All-Volunteer Force and 
20 Years of War: Ideas Moving Forward by Gen. George W. Casey and me was 
published on June 22, 2022, as a Kindle eBook and also soft- and hard- cover versions. 
It is available on the Kindle website here and its description is below.  
 
We also held a Webinar about the book and its contents with former VA Secretaries Bob 
McDonald and James B. Peake on June 22. Here is a link to the recording of the 
webinar. 
Thinking Differently: Veterans After 50 Years of the AVF 
 
. 

 
Book Description 

https://www.amazon.com/Supporting-Veterans-After-Years-All-Volunteer-ebook/dp/B0B4PX7QK3/ref=mp_s_a_1_1?crid=22WJDNSRY8N75&keywords=joel+kupersmith+force+force&qid=1655984022&s=digital-text&sprefix=joel+kupersmith+force+force%2Caps%2C47&sr=1-1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B7ROoH3G1Ruub-ttbg_ejBlqHECiG3Ld/view?usp=drivesdk
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Supporting Veterans After 50 Years of the All-Volunteer Force 
and 20 Years of War: Ideas Moving Forward 

 
On the 30th of June 1973, the government’s authority to induct draftees 
expired.  So began our country’s experiment with the All-Volunteer Force (AVF).  On 
July 1, 2023, we will celebrate its 50th Anniversary. 
 
This book is about the veterans of that AVF.  It reveals a wealth of facts and new 
ideas about these veterans and offers suggestions for how the country can better 
leverage its already significant investment in them for the betterment of both the 
veterans and the country.   
 
The book’s main purpose is to use the occasion of the 50th anniversary is to 
stimulate a national discussion about veterans that can lead to a reshaping of 
veterans’ support and benefit programs in a way that better leverages both our 
significant investment in the members of our AVF and the diverse talents that they bring 
into our society. 
 
The authors are acknowledged authorities on veterans and military 
issues.   Dr. Kupersmith previously directed the VA medical research program and has 
been involved in and written about veterans’ issues. GEN Casey was the 36th Army 
Chief of Staff.  He has considerable expertise on military and veterans’ issues, and he 
lived the AVF from its inception. 
 
The book derives from a workshop of experienced individuals who have 
both formulated and executed veterans’ policy at the highest levels. The 
group included 3 former VA Secretaries, several former and present VA officials, 
members of Congress, executive directors of major veterans’ organizations and leaders 
on veterans’ issues from the private sector, media, and academia. 
 
The book shows how AVF veterans differ from those of the previous 
conscripted force and how military experience has provided a wealth of 
highly transferrable skills to veterans--teamwork, experience in diverse settings 
and in values-based organizations, complex problem solving, technology sophistication, 
fitness, and commitment to life-long learning.  These skills have resulted not only in 
increased wage-earning for AVF veterans relative to non-veteran counterparts, but also 
in increased opportunities for the country. 
 
The book identifies areas where improvements can be made such as in the 
disability system to better empower veterans to live their best lives, and in the transition 
process from active service to help the private sector take advantage of this cohort of 
talented and diverse men and women. 
 
It also sheds light on challenges for veterans such as PTSD, suicide, toxic 
exposures, homelessness, and veteran population shifts and declining numbers that may 
affect their influence. 
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This book is a must read for legislative bodies, government agencies, 
veterans’ organizations or anyone who deals with veterans and the veteran 
experience. 
 
From, David Shulkin, Former VA Secretary 
This unique and important book represents the work of thought leaders who have both 
reflected on the past and proposed reforms and innovations needed to fulfill our 
responsibility to those who serve 
 
From James B Peake, Former VA Secretary 
Dr Kupersmith and General Casey have done an incredible job in this book of surveying 
a subject that goes well beyond just a discussion of the All-Volunteer Force.  The book 
explores the changing demographics of our country, the increased technological base of 
our military, and our nation's commitment to caring for those who have served.  Beyond 
the attention-grabbing headlines of the very real challenges some veterans face, it 
provides references to the personal growth, the increased wage-earning power and being 
employed at higher rates than age-adjusted non-veteran counterparts of our Veteran 
population.   Collectively this book will serve as a rich reference for any who study the 
military, the veteran experience, or the evolution of our nation in respect to the concept 
of Service.  
 
Both General Casey and I have received considerable positive input from knowledgeable 
individuals about this book.  
 
 
Joel Kupersmith, M.D. 
Professor of Medicine 
 
The Listserv is available as an archive on the Georgetown University Library website 
under the title “Veterans Interest Newsletters 
 
 

Stats Section 
Medal of Honor Citations in 4 Wars 

 

https://repository.library.georgetown.edu/handle/10822/1050313
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Note that In World War II, MOHs, like battles entailed storming enemy positions in the face of 
enemy fire as in the Iwo Jima or Normandy landings. In contrast, Vietnam and Iraq/Afghanistan 
were irregular wars where MOHs were awarded more for responding to ambushes. These differences 
may influence public attitudes about the wars. From Wright, Military Times, quoted in Supporting 
Veterans After 50 Years of the All-Volunteer Force and 20 Years of War: Ideas 
Moving Forward 

 

https://www.militarytimes.com/opinion/commentary/2018/09/21/how-modern-wars-are-changing-the-definition-of-heroism/
https://www.amazon.com/Supporting-Veterans-After-Years-All-Volunteer-ebook/dp/B0B4PX7QK3/ref=mp_s_a_1_1?crid=22WJDNSRY8N75&keywords=joel+kupersmith+force+force&qid=1655984022&s=digital-text&sprefix=joel+kupersmith+force+force%2Caps%2C47&sr=1-1

