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PHILOPATRIAN HALL 211 S. TWELFTH ST.

Dear Sir :

I am directed by the American Catholic Historical Society
of Philadelphia to return you its thanks for your present/of

1 Co

...Criyy~

I am,

Very respectfully, yours,

Librarian and Curator.



110 S. 18th St.,

Philadelphia.

Rev. Joseph Zwinge,

Woodstock College,

Baltimore.

Bear Bather Zwinge

Your correspondent is a George-

toen man living in Philadelphia, and serving as a surgeon to St.

Joseph's Hospital. He has Been commissioned by the Hospital

administration to gather together its historical data. The

Hospital "being founded by the " St. Joseph’s Society for the Relief
of Distressed Immigrants from Ireland and founding an Hospital", which

was organized by Father Barbelin in St, Joseph's Church, Willings

Alley, in 1847 or 1848, Your correspondent applied to his friendf
Father Quill and to Father Cahill and Father Kelly, at St. Joseph's

A*

Church for data* and is indebted to them for permission to trans¬

cribe a printed copy of the Constitution and By-laws of this Society

and also the Board of the Hospital which was the Board of the
0 A.

Society. On their advice wrote to Father Pevitt under the belief foe
A

other archives had been sent to him at Georgetown College. Father

Devitt most kindly searched the archives without result and suggests

that, as he had heard that Father Scully, during hisRectorship of
St. Joseph's Church, had sent the papers of the Church to Wood-

stock College; that all the collections formerly at Woodstock,



(2)

are new transferred to Loyola College at:Baltimore; and that it might

be well to apply to Bather "Joseph Zwinge," who is the Procurator

of the Province, and has charge of the provincial Archives.

I think it has been my privelege to meet you, but you could

be expected to remember me, in either case I am in apology

for troubling you, at least, with the reading of a long winded letter

the purpose of which is to get trace, if possible, of the Minute Bock
of this St. Joseph’s Society for the Belief of Distressed Immigrants

i/i (fj y
or if not, papers relating tfrre-aseto. I have seen Bather Jordan’s* K A
bock of the church and Miss Donnelly’s of Bather Barbelin. May I

trouble you for a word whether it seems to you probable that there

are any records dealing with this matter under your care, and if

so, what would be the probable expense for having search made to

determine the question, so that I may report it to the Hospital?

Thanking you for your patience in reading what must be a

bothersome inquiry, but dealing with the foundation of an In -

stitution exerting great influence for good, and founded by one

of your Order in the parish work of one of your Priests, believe

me,

Very respectfully,

Bebruary 15, 1909,
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ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH, 1732

Saturtiap, ffictober 3t

The Faculty of St, Joseph’s College, distinguished laymen and
the Cadet Battalion will welcome the coming of Monsignor
Diomede Falconio, Apostolic Delegate. His Excellency will
be a guest at the College during Founders’ Week, and will
participate in the various religious and civic celebrations.



CHURCH OF THE CESU

$unt>ap, Octobrr 4tb

10.45 a. M. Solemn Pontifical High Mass of Thanksgiving at
the Church of the Gesu, Eighteenth and Stiles Streets.

Celebrant : His Excellency Monsignor Diomede Falconio, D.D.,
Apostolic Delegate.

Assistant Priest: The Rev. Cornelius Gillespie, S. J-, Rector
of the Gesu and President of St. Joseph’s College.

Officiating Ministers: The members of the Faculty.
The procession from the residence to the Church, headed by the

officers of the Cadet Battalion. A special musical programme
rendered by male voices, under the direction of the organist,
Mr. Francis Joseph O’Brien.

Sermon by the Rev. Aloysius P. Brosnan, S. J., of the Georgetown
University Faculty.

2.00 p. m. Unveiling of the Bronze Memorial Tablet at Old
St. Joseph’s, Fourth Street and Willing’s Alley, under the
auspices of the Knights of Columbus. The College Cadets
will be present at the ceremony. His Excellency, the Apos¬
tolic Delegate, will give the Benediction. Sermon by the
Rev. Joseph M. Woods, S. J., of Woodstock, Md.



ST. JOSEPH'S COLLEGE

S^onDap, SJrtobrr 5tt)

9.00 A. M. Solemn Military High Mass. Cadet Battalion of the
College and members of military organizations present.

Sermon by the Rev. David H. Biiel, S. J.

11.00 a. m. Dress Parade and Military Tactics on the College
Campus.

1.00 p. m. College Battalion will march with military organiza¬
tions.

8.00 p. m. Public Reception in the College Auditorium, Seven¬
teenth and Stiles'Streets. His Excellency Monsignor Diomede
Falconio, D. D., Apostolic Delegate, the guest of honor.
Formal welcome by Michael J. Ryan, Esq. Historical sketch
of the first grant and establishment of Religious Liberty in the
Colonies by the Rev. Edward I. Devitt, S. J., Professor of
Colonial History at Georgetown University, Washington, D.C.



2Tuc0t»ap, October 6tb

9.00 A. M. Solemn Requiem for the Deceased Forefathers and
Early Settlers at the Church of the Gesu, Eighteenth and
Stiles Streets.

11.00 a. m. Literary Exercises in the College Auditorium,
Seventeenth and Stiles Streets, by the Undergraduates.

fl&eDneaDap, October 7tb

9.00 A. M. Mass at the Church of the Gesu.

11.00 A. M. Literary Exercises in the College Auditorium by
the High School Department.

®btir06a?, October 8tb

9.00 A. M. Mass at the Church of the Gesu.

10.00 a. m. Appropriate Exercises by the Pupils of the Gesu
Parochial School in the College Auditorium.



THE COLLEGE BATTALION

For purposes of physical culture and manly training the students
are organized as a Cadet Corps. St. Joseph’s College may well
be proud of its Battalion of cadets, which, under the direction
and skillful guidance of the commandant appointed by the national
government, has achieved its remarkable success and a high
standard of proficiency, which has been manifested on many

public occasions. At no time has the Battalion had a better

opportunity of showing the results of its hard and earnest

endeavors than during this week of public festivities, in which
the Cadets are taking so active and prominent a part.
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11 Mathematics,
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|1 Book Keeping,
|| Standing in the Mathematics or. Arithmetic,..
nm Conduct in the Mathematics or Arithmetic.



 



COMMENCEMENT—1921
June 19th—Baccalaureate Exercises.

Solemn Vespers, Church of the Gesu, 7.45 P. M.

Sermon, Rev. Wm. Norman Killian, A. B., '08.

June 20th—College Commencement, 8.15 P. M.

His Eminence, Dennis Cardinal Dougherty, Presiding.
Address to Graduates, Hon. W. Bourke Cockran-

PRESENT THIS CARD OP ADMISSION AT

Commencement, Junb 20tii
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Centennial Discourse,
DELIVERED JULY 4, 1876,

IN

St. Joseph's Church, Philad'a,
BY

$

OF BALTIMORE.

RATITUDE is one of the first dictates of reason, one

VT of the first duties of religion. From the days of the
Patriarchs to our own, it was a part of divine worship, an

inseparable accompaniment of sacrifice and prayer. Inspired
by the Spirit of God, the prophet Isaiah foretold (51: 3,) that
in the new Sion, the Church of Christ, there should be “joy
and thanksgiving and the voice of praise;” and we, my breth¬
ren, are witnesses and participants of the fulfilment of the
prophecy, not this day only, but every day; for every day
the Catholic priest from the altar, on which is offered the
infinitely precious victim of salvation, says to the faithful:
“ Gratias agamus Domino Deo nostro;" (“ Let us give thanks
to the Lord our God,”) and when they have answered him
through the server or the choir, “Dignum et justum est,"
(“’Tis meet and proper,”) lifting his heart and hands to God,
he exclaims in his own name and theirs, “It is truly meet
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“and just, right and salutary that we should always and
“everywhere give thanks to Thee, O holy Lord, Father
“ Almighty, eternal God, through Christ our Lord.”

When first the world’s Redeemer offered that all-atoning
sacrifice, He gave thanks, as He took bread and wine and
blessed and consecrated them. And the spouse of his bosom
—the Catholic Church, into whom He infused His own Spirit,
and on whom He impressed his own beautiful image—does
this in remembrance of Him; and does it as He did, with
thanksgiving, and such thanksgiving as only she can offer,
because only she is Catholic. Catholic in duration, she has
given thanks “always” from the days of the Apostles to our

own; Catholic in her membership, she has given thanks
“everywhere,” for in obedience to the command of her divine
Founder, she has taught the nations in every part of the
habitable globe, all the things that He commanded, her mis¬
sionaries verifying the words of prophet and apostle: (Ps.
18: 5; Rom. io: 18;) “Their sound hath gone forth into
“all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the whole
“world.” She, and she alone has clasped and enfolded
the whole earth in the golden bands of h^r missions and
the diamond ties of her consecrated altars; on which, by
the hands of her Priests of the order of Melchizedech, is
offered the sacrifice in which this endless thanksgiving is
made. While we and those of the same meridian as our¬

selves commence our sacrifice, the Catholics east of us are

finishing theirs, and while we are finishing, the Catholics west
of us are commencing theirs; and so, in perpetual circles,
the sacrifice of the mass continues its ceaseless march around

the world. Wherever the sun rises—and he is always rising
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somewhere—early as he may leave his gold and purple bed
and kindle his roseate fires, he finds the tapers of the Catholic
altar already lit and the music of its sanctuary bell floating
on the air; and as he mounts, scattering the morning hours
over his fiery path, that sacrifice precedes, accompanies, fol¬
lows him everywhere, the thanks arising from each temple in
turn, blending in grand chorus with those of the proximate
parallels of latitude, and thus forming one uninterrupted suc¬
cession of thanksgiving, one continual round of praise, one
perpetual anthem of exultation, from hour to hour, from day
to day, from year to year, from century to century! Grand,
glorious spectacle! natural enough in a religion of which
God is the authdr, but for which you look in vain among the
sects invented by men.

But extraordinary favors call for special thanksgiving.
Hence, the numerous festivals among the people of God,
both prior and subsequent to the coming of the Saviour; and
hence, our presence here to-day. The centennial celebration
of our existence as a free and independent nation demands
such thanks of us now; and right heartily do we give them,
where we have always given them, at the altar of our God, by
whom those favors are bestowed. To Him be all our grati¬
tude, here and everywhere, now and always.

A descendant of one of the first settlers of Maryland—
Maryland, the cradle of civil and religious, liberty in America;
the day-star of that freedom which reached its zenith in July,
1776, and in whose glorious light now bask thirty-eight
United States—ordained a priest on this very day, the fourth
of July, three and thirty years ago, at the invitation of your
pious Pastor, I come to this the oldest Catholic congregation
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north of the Susquehanna, to unite my. voice with yours in
words of joyous gratitude, and my hands with yours in
throwing to the breeze, side by side, the flag of our country
and the ensign of our faith—side by side, the star-spangled
banner and the cross-emblazoned standard of our religion.
We thank God that we have seen this day and we rejoice in
it; and rejoice the more when we witness the happiness of
our fellow-citizens of every creed, and listen to the shout of
exultation raised in every part of the country and echoed
back from each to all responsive of countless congratula¬
tions.

As Catholics we have special cause for rejoicing : for the
light of our faith was the first to gild with its glory the land
that we love; our missionaries the first to preach here the
name of Christ; our martyrs the earliest to fertilize with their
blood the soil out of which have sprung the thousands of
Christian temples, whose lofty spires we now behold lift
heavenward the glittering emblem of salvation, in every State
and Territory of the Union. Centuries before the great
Christopher Columbus had opened a way through mid-ocean
from Europe to America, our priests, by the authority of the
Roman Pontiff—yes, and our bishops too—had landed on the
shores of more than one of the original thirteen States, had
preached our faith, offered our sacrifice, administered our

sacraments and died martyrs to their zeal for our religion.
These are facts, little known even to the learned until com¬

paratively of late years, when the researches of American

Antiquarian Societies, both here and in Europe, placed
within the reach of the student, the numerous precious docu¬
ments relating to the pre-Columbian period of our history,
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which had long and carefully been preserved in the royal
library at Copenhagen and the Papal library of the Vatican at
Rome.

That long before the ninth century, Catholicity was trans¬
planted from the shores of Europe, Asia or Africa to those of
America, by bold navigators and hardy adventurers is highly
probable. But, interesting as the examination of such a
question might prove, we cannot attempt it now, but must be
satisfied with the statement that, according to the records
which have thus far come to light, the first Christians who
visited this country, came from Greenland and Iceland, known
to geographers as Danish America.

Catholic missionaries visited Danish America in 829,* more

than a thousand years ago. In 834, Pope Gregory IV placed
Iceland and Greenland under the jurisdiction of Ansgar,
Archbishop of Hamburg, whom he appointed his apostolic
legate for the north.f Iceland and Greenland being entirely
Catholic as early as 1004, the interest of religion in those
countries required the erection of Episcopal Sees, and in the
year 1055 Adalbert, Archbishop of Bremen-Hamburg—these
two cities then formed one Archiepiscopal Sec—consecrated

Jon Bishop of Skalholt in Iceland, and Albert Bishop of Gai¬
dar in Greenland.!

Bishop Jon, who was a Scot, after a four years’ residence in
Iceland, came to this country in the year 1059, to convert the
natives and administer to the spiritual wants of the Catholic

* Moosmuller, a Benedictine monk. In his work he has a list of sixty-eight authors who
have treated of the pre-Columbian history of America,
f Papal Bull—Diploma of the Emperor Louis le Debonnaire.
X Adam of Bremen, Historia Ecclesiastica.

2*
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Scandinavian population—colonists from Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, Iceland and Greenland—who from time to time had
formed settlements in what they called Vinland, a tract of
country described in old maps as extending over the entire
eastern portion of Massachusetts and a part of Rhode Island,
commencing at Cape Ann and terminating with Narragansett
Bay. More, then, than eight hundred years ago, and conse¬

quently nearly six hundred years before the Puritan pilgrims
set foot upon Plymouth Rock, the Catholic Church had a

bishop there; yes, and a martyr* too, for the saintly prelate
fell a victim of zeal and charity beneath the deadly arrows of
those for whom he was endeavoring to open the gates of
heaven. More than fifty years before his time, in the year

1003, one of the headlands of Massachusetts, near the present

City of Boston, was called the Promontory of the Cross, from
the grave of Thorwald, a Catholic explorer, whose dying
request, when he had been mortally wounded by the Esqui¬
maux, was that his companions should bury him there and
place a cross at his head and another at his feet.f The first
birth from Catholic parents, and therefore the first baptism in
America, was that of Snorre, who was born in 1009, of Thor-
finn and Gudrida, on the western shore of Mt. Hope Bay, in
Bristol County, Rhode Island. This family returned to Ice¬
land, and thence, after the death of her husband and the

marriage of her son, Gudrida went on a pilgrimage to Rome
and gladdened the heart of the Holy Father with news from

* Mallet, Introduction a l'Hisloire du Dannemarc, t. i, p. 254.—Islands Landmanabok, p.

396.—Th. Torfasus, Historia Vinlandi* Antiq., p. 71.—Gravier, p. 166.
f Rafn, Antiquitates Americanas, pp. 40, etc., 426, etc.—Snorre Sturlesons, C. 108, p. 312.

—1h. TorfECus, Hist. Vinl. Antiq., p. 10.—Gravier, p. 63.
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his children in the new world. Thus you perceive that the
first Catholic mother of America was the first pilgrim from
the western world to the shrine of St. Peter and the Court of
the Vatican—and this more than eight hundred years ago !
A historian, who records this fact, writes: “Rome lent a
“ ready ear to accounts of geographical discoveries and care-
“ fully collected maps and narratives. Every discovery seemed
“an extension of Papal dominion and a new field for the
“preaching of the gospel.”* I might disappoint your lauda¬
ble curiosity, were I not to add that this pious woman re¬
turned to Iceland and ended her days as a nun in a Bene¬
dictine convent built by her son; and that son had among his
grand-children three who were bishops of Iceland.f

The martyr Jon was not the only Bishop who visited what
is now Rhode Island. In the year 1121 Erick, Bishop of
Gardar, in Greenland, went to Vinland, and, like Bishop Jon,
ended his life in this country,t What, more than two centu¬
ries ago, people called “the old stone mill” at Newport, ad¬
mitted by all to be a work of the Norsemen, antiquarians say
was erected about the time of Bishop Erick, and was a bap¬
tistery, built after the style of many of the baptisteries of the
middle ages.§ As the Catholic colonists of America were for
centuries dependent on the Bishops of Greenland and Iceland,
it may be well to remark that these Bishops were, by order of

* Gravier, p. 106.—Beauvois, p. 31.—Torfams, p. 28.—Crantz, Vol. 1, p. 236.
f Magnus Stephensen, Chief Judge of Iceland, who died in 1833, was the last lineal descend¬

ant of Gudrida. The celebrated historian Sturlesons was one of her descendants.
X Rcmbegla, p. 320.—Rafn, Ant. Am., p.261; Dec. de l’Am., p. 50.—Beauvois, p. 66.—

Th. Torfeus, Vin. An., p. 71.

g Similar baptisteries have been discovered in Greenland at Igalikko, Kakortok and Ig-
lorsoit.
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Pope Gregory IV, in 834, suffragans of the Archbishop of
Hamburg; that in 1099 they became suffragans of the Arch¬
bishop of Lund, by order of Pope Urban II; and finally in
1154, they became suffragans of the Archbishop of Dron-
theim, in Norway, by order of Pope Anastasius IV: and
history testifies that from time to time they crossed the ocean

to attend the provincial councils held in those metropolitan
cities.* In 1276 the crusades were preached in Americaf and
Peter-pence were collected here and sent to Rome by order
of Pope John XXI, and subsequently by order of his suc¬

cessors, Nicholas III and Martin V.J Catholicity, in a word,
was in a flourishing condition in Iceland and Greenland, and
consequently we may infer in Vinland, till the middle of the
sixteenth century; when, the northern nations of Europe
having to a great degree apostatized from the faith, King
Christian, of Denmark, in 1540, sent preachers to Danish
America to substitute Lutheranism for the old faith, a substi¬
tution which was inaugurated by dragging off one of the
Bishops of Iceland, Augmund of Skalholt, to a prison in
Denmark, and beheading the other, Jon Arleson of Horlum,
in 1551 ; the people meanwhile protesting against the change
of religion, with the declaration that it belonged not to the
king of Denmark but to the Roman Pontiff to teach them
what they were to believe. §

This adhesion to the teaching of the Roman See character-

* Moosmuller.

t M. P. Riant, Exped. et peler Scandin., p. 364.
J Riant, p. 365.—Th. Torfa;us, Hist. Grond., p. 25.—Kohl, p. 94—Malte-Brun., liv. 18, t. 1,

p. 289.

2 Messenius, Tom. 5, p. 86.
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ized the Greenlanders also, as Pope Nicholas V testifies in a
letter written in 1448; in which he also states that they had
then been Catholics for nearly six hundred years. The last
bishop of Gardar was Vincent, who was consecrated in 1537
—forty-five years, as you perceive, after the discovery of
America by Columbus, and nearly five hundred years after
the erection of that See. We may reasonably conclude that
for several years the divine sacrifice of the mass, with its
inseparable thanksgiving, was simultaneously offered in Vin-
land by the descendants of the Norsemen, and on the shores
of Florida and in the islands off our southern coast, by the
missionaries who followed in the track of Columbus. Finally,
deprived of their pastors, the scattered flock gradually lost
their faith; and now nothing remains to tell of the Chris¬
tianity of Vinland, but the ancient documents from which I
have quoted, the remains of the stone baptistery at Newport,
R. I., which some of you no doubt have seen, and some
tombs of those early adventurers, which are occasionally dis¬
covered, one of which, found in Virginia some fifteen miles
south-west of Washington, besides its Catholic inscription :
“ May the Lord have mercy on her,” bears the date of 1051.*

If I have dwelt long upon the Catholic history of the
Norsemen in what are now the New England States, it was
because I supposed the subject would be equally novel and
interesting. Nor can I leave it without stating that the form
of government in Iceland, Greenland and Vinland was repub-
licanf from the foundation of the respective colonies till the

* In 1776 there was not one Catholic in Rhode Island,
f Gravier, pp. 27, 37.
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year 1261, when they became dependencies of the crown of
Norway. There was, therefore, a little Catholic republic on
this continent seven hundred, perhaps eight hundred, years

ago. Referring to these early republics, Malte-Brun remarks :
“ The genius of liberty and of poetry brought into action the
“ brightest powers of the human mind at the ends of the
“ habitable earth.”f

I need say little of the discoverer and first explorers of
America in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Christopher
Columbus — the hero and saint,—John and Sebastian
Cabot — names embalmed in history, — the noble and chival¬
rous Ojeda, Amerigo Vespucci — from whom the whole west¬
ern continent takes its name of America, — Verazzani— the
first to visit Rhode Island after the extinction of the Norman

colonies, — Nunez and Ponce de Leon, all, as you know well,
were Catholics. It was a Catholic priest — Juan Perez, of the
Franciscan order — whose eloquence removed the countless
obstacles that lay in the way of Columbus; Isabella, the
Catholic, defrayed the expenses of his expedition; and the
morning they were to start on their voyage over the trackless
Atlantic, Columbus and his followers, to the number of one

hundred and twenty men, received holy communion in a

chapel formed of spars and sails on the sea-shore at Palos.
The first missionaries to the Indians of the new world in

the sixteenth century were, of course, Catholic; and among
them seventeen won the crown of martyrdom — Franciscans,
Dominicans, Jesuits, Recollects,—who are no doubt to-day

* Gravier, pp. 27, 37.

f “Le ginie puissant de la Uberte et le genie non moins puissant de la poesie out fait
briller les forces de I'esprit humain aux derniers confins de I'empire de la vie.”
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fervent suppliants at the throne of the Most High for the land
which they watered with their tears, fertilized with their sweat,
and reddened and sanctified with their hearts’ best blood.
Florida, Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico, California, Maine,
New York, Maryland, Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois and
Alabama had their Catholic Indian missions long before
the American Revolution; and several of them echoed with
the sublime chant of the Gloria and the Credo, and witnessed
the almost seraphic fervor of the Indian neophytes, as they
pressed their eucharistic Saviour to their hearts in holy com¬
munion, more than three hundred years ago. These mission¬
aries, too, were the pioneers of civilization, the first explorers
of the lands along our northern lakes, the first to descend the
Mississippi and to ascend the Missouri, the first to penetrate
many a trackless forest where now are populous cities.

Revolutions in Europe, especially that of England in 1688,
the penal laws against Catholics, enforced both in the old and
the new world, to say nothing of the persecution and final
suppression of the Jesuits in 1773, ancl other causes, crippled
and in some cases destroyed our early Catholic missions both
among the Indians and the whites. I he Church was sorely
persecuted even in Maryland, which had been founded and
settled by Catholics, and which had been so appropriately
styled “the land of the Sanctuary;” for there was an asylum
for the oppressed of every clime and every creed — a home
where every Christian was at perfect liberty to serve God
according to the dictates of his own conscience. One century
ago there were less than 30,000 Catholics among the white
population of the thirteen colonies, which then declared their
independence; more than one-half of whom were in Mary-
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land and about one-fourth in Pennsylvania, all depending for
religious succor upon nineteen priests, who without exception
were members of the old Society of Jesus. Even at the close
of our revolutionary war, there were but twenty-five priests
and about 40,000 Catholics in this country, governed by a

Vicar of the Bishop of London; for the United States had no

Bishop till 1790. Now, in our thirty-eight States, we have
eleven Archbishops, fifty Bishops, more than five thousand
Priests, between 6,000,000 and 7,000,000 Catholics, about
nine thousand churches and chapels, sixty-three colleges—to
say nothing of convents, academies, parochial schools, asy¬
lums and hospitals, which we count by hundreds. At the
beginning, then, of this century we were but one-hundredth
part of the population; now we are about one-sixth.

But though the Catholics were but one-hundredth part of
the population in July, 1776, they had their representative
among the fifty-six signers of the Declaration of Independ¬
ence. Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, who was not only a

professing but a practical Catholic, was elected after the
second of July, the day on which the Declaration was

adopted; and took his seat in Congress on the fourth, the day
when it was solemnly signed. He was not bound to put his
name to a bill passed before he was a member; .yet, glorying
in the deed, he signed with the others, some one exclaiming
at the time, “ There go millionsand when another had
remarked, “ There are several Charles Carrolls,” he resumed
his pen and wrote after his name the words, “ Of Carrollton,”
that England and the rest of the world might know who it
was that risked his millions. That Catholic France and Cath¬

olic Spain were the first allies of the colonies struggling for
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independence ; that a Catholic power—France —was the first
to acknowledge that independence and welcome the new re¬
public to the family of nations ; that two Catholics — Daniel
Carroll, of Duddington, and Thomas Fitzsimmons — were
members of the convention that framed the Constitution;
that Rev. Dr. John Carroll, the Jesuit Father, who was after¬
wards the first Bishop of the United States, went on a
patriotic mission to Canada, at the request of the Continental
Congress, in company with his illustrious cousin Carroll of
Carrollton, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania and Samuel
Chase of Maryland; that a Catholic — Barry — won the
enviable title of “ Father of the American Navythat
among all the Catholics of America there was not one Tory,
not one false to his country, are facts too well known to you
to need rehearsal.

Enough, I think, has been said, to show that as Catholics
you have special reasons to rejoice upon this, the first cen¬
tenary of your country. But my task would be incomplete,
were I, in speaking here and to you, not to state, at least
briefly, that besides the motives for joy you have in com¬
mon with your co-religionists and your fellow-citizens of
every denomination, there are others peculiar to yourselves.
St. Joseph’s congregation is older than the Republic. Here,
my brethren — and it is matter of pious exultation — here, the
Gratias agamus Domino Deo nostro, (“ Let us give thanks to
the Lord, our God,”) was said and sung in the holy sacrifice
of the Mass, more than forty years- before the Declaration of
Independence was read in yon State House, on Chestnut
street. For old, old St. Joseph’s was built by Father Greaton,
and dedicated in 1733, upon the very spot where you now
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worship.* The Holy Mass, indeed, had been celebrated in
Philadelphia as early, at least, as 1686; but there is no proof
that any Catholic chapel existed in Philadelphia prior to 1733;
when the whole Catholic population of this City amounted
only to forty persons.

Of the countless sacred and venerable memories which, like
the ivy enveloping some grand old cathedral, clasp and cover
with perpetual verdure the history of this consecrated spot, I
have time to mention only a few. Here, in the year 1780,
after the surrender of Cornwallis, Generals Washington and
Lafayette, and the Counts de Rochambeau and de Grasse were

present at a solemn Te Deum of thanksgiving.f Here in 1781,
upon the ratification of the union of the States, was a similar
service of thanksgiving. “ The Romish Church,” writes an
old chronicler, “the Romish Church of St. Joseph, back of
“Walnut street, was brilliantly illuminated in the afternoon;
“the venerable Father Farmer being the celebrant, assisted
“by Rev. F. Molyncux. Mons. Luzerne, Minister of the
“King of France, with his suite, was present.” When the
whole United States formed one diocese — the diocese of
Baltimore — here its first Bishop, the venerable John Carroll,

* Father Joseph Greaton, S. J,, was a native of Devonshire, England. He was pastor of
St. Joseph’s eighteen years, during a part of which time he had as assistant. Father Henry
Neale, S. J., also an Englishman. Father Robert Harding, S. J., of England, succeeded
Father Greaton, in 1750. Father Ferdinand Farmer, S. J., who came to St. Joseph’s in 1759,
records in one of the registers, that on the Fourth of July, 1776, he married at St. Joseph’s,
Philadelphia, James Welsh and Honora Mullarkey. Father Robt. Molyncux, S. J., estab¬
lished a school at or near St Joseph’s in 1783. In 1799, when Father Leonard Neale, S. J.,
(the second Archbishop of Baltimore,) left Philadelphia, St. Joseph’s passed from the hands
of the Jesuits. It was restored to them in 1833, by Bishop Kcnrick. The present church was
commenced in 1838 and consecrated in 1839.

f De Courcy’s Catholic Church in America, p. 217.
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preached the gospel, administered the sacraments and offered
the august sacrifice of the altar. Here was the Episcopal See
of the first three Bishops of Philadelphia, the Rt. Rev. Doc¬
tors Egan, Conelly and Kenrick; for this then was the Cath¬
edral of Philadelphia. Here the great Archbishop of New-
York, Most Rev. Jno. Hughes, received the holy order of
priesthood and exercised its various functions. And what,
my brethren, shall I say of the Jesuit Fathers, who for more
than a hundred years have had the charge of this church and
congregation ? of those from Father Grcaton to Father Bar-
belin — to say nothing of the living — under whose pastoral,
paternal, pious care this place was for your fathers, your
grand-fathers, and your great-grand-fathers, truly “ the house
of God and the gate of heaven.” Yes, your ancestors clung
to St. Joseph’s, like children to their mother: and you, their
descendants, of the third and fourth generation, true to their
teachings and example, still cling with filial affection to the
dear old hallowed spot. From their seats of bliss, they,
pastors and people, no doubt look down with smiling counte¬
nances upon this scene to-day; share fully in the national joy;
and unite their prayers with yours, that our republic, crowned
with uninterrupted peace and prosperity may mount from
grandeur to grandeur, from glory to glory, the admiration of
men, the favorite of God, till the destiny marked out for it by
Providence being accomplished, its faithful children may meet
around heaven’s high altar for a thanksgiving which shall be
eternal.

My duty, my brethren, as a minister of God, requires me
to remind you, ere concluding, that we have another and an

infinitely better country, above the bright stars, which like
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letters of golden light are an advertisement of the magnifi¬
cence beyond the azure screen, which for a time hides that
country from us. When “the day of eternity” dawns, that
azure vault shall vanish like mist before the rising sun, and
reveal heaven in all its dazzling splendor to our astonished
and delighted gaze. As yet, then, we are, as the Apostle
Peter teaches, “ strangers and pilgrims,” even in the land of
our birth and of our patriotic love. “ We have not here,”
says St. Paul, “a lasting city, but seek one that is to come.”
We are not at home; for heaven is home. Encouraged by
the inspired writer of the book of Ecclesiasticus, we have
indeed to-day “praised men of renown, our fathers in their
generation“ for the glory of children,” says the Holy
Ghost, “are their fathers.” But the same divine Spirit informs
us by the prophet Isaiah, that “all flesh shall wither like the

“grass, and the glory thereof die away like the fallen flower
“of the field.” That glory, then, with which the whole

country is now ablaze, and of which your city is the focus, is
but as a flash of lightning in the night of time. We pause to
gaze at its passing splendor, only to turn more eagerly and
ardently to the “Light of Light eternal;” to cling with fresher,
warmer, stronger, sweeter love to “the figure of the substance
and the splendor of the Father’s glory,” who for our sake
was made flesh, and for more than eighteen centuries has
dwelt among us on our altars, to be not only our companion,
but our food; and har^ thus given us more than liberty, more
than independence, more than a thousand countries, has given
us God, by giving us Himself. To Him be all honor and
glory, from men and angels, now and forever; Amen.



 



 



ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH,
521 Willing’s Alley,
Philadelphia, Pa.

February 4th, 1915.

On Thursday, February 11th, Old St, Joseph’s
will have rounded out the 75th year of its consecrated
existence, and to have had this privilege and honor of
consecration, it was necessary that the church at that
time should have been entirely free from debt. Our
Annual Report for the year ending December 31, 1914,
shows a deficit of $2,036.23, and it is the earnest
wish of myself and the Fathers associated with me,
that we should be able on the approaching Feast of
the Anniversary of the Consecration to put our church
bach in the same financial condition of freedom from
debt that it occupied three quarters of a century ego.

It would be a sorrow, I am sure, to all the
friends of Old St. Joseph’s to see it burdened with a
mortgage to meet the current expenses of a ministry
which extends far beyond the limits of the parish.

May I presume to ask you as one who is known
to be a friend of our dear old church, to make a con¬
tribution to this fund?

Sincerely your3,

The Church celebration of the Anniversary, to
which you are cordially invited, will take place at
10.30 A. M., Sunday, February 14th. There will be
Solemn High Jtfass, with sermon by the Rev. Joseph M.
Woods, S. J., Professor of Ecclesiastical History at our
Woodstock Scholasticate and the possessor of many orig¬
inal documents about old St. Joseph’s.
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St.Joseph's Church,

Fillings Alley between Third and Fourth Streets

Philadelphia,^34-,1915.

Notice is hereby given that a Special Meeting of the male members
of lawful age of the Congregation of St.Joseph's Church, killings
Alley between Third and Fourth Streets,Phi'. eld
on Tuesday, July 13,1915 at 7.30 P.M., in the Rce-tory, No.331 Fillings
Alley, Philadelphia, to take action upon the following matters:

1« To authorize the release, discharge and quit-claim of any

ana all estate, right, title, interest, property, claim and demand
of the Congregation of St.Joseph's Churoh in the property situate
on the West side of Fourth Street between Locust and Spruce Streets,
in the City of Philadelphia, containing in front about Si*ty-three
feet and extending in depth Three hundred and ninety-six feet to
Fifth Street, on which is erected the brick Church edifice known as
St.Mary'3 Church.

2« To choose a proper rerson as attorney in fact to act for
and on behalf of the Congregation and with full power and authority
to make, execute and deliver any and all deeds of release or quit- ^

claim for the purpose of effecting the premises above set forth.



Minutes
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Special Meeting of the male members of lawful age of the Congregation
of St.Joseph1? Church, killings Alley between Third and Fourth Streets,

Philadelphia, held on Tuesday, July 13,1915 at 7.30 P.M., in the

Rectory, No.331 killings Alley,Philadelphia, pursuant to Notice read

from the altar of the said Church at all the morning service* on

was chosen to act as

to act as

Sunday , July 4,1915 and Sunday,July 11,1915«
The meeting was called to order by €** of'P^U-
Mr. ^rfiruChairman/ and lfr. 0

Secretary. U
The object of the meeting was stated by Mr*

The following Resolutions were offered by Mr.

seconded by Mr. (-
adopted:

and unanimously

"RESOLVED,First: That the Congregation of St.Joeeph#s
Church, Willings Alley between Third and Fourth Streets,Phila¬
delphia, hereby authorizes the release, discharge and quit-
olaim of any and all estate, right, title, interest, property,
claim and demand of the Congregation of St .Joseph's Church
in the property situate on the ^est side of Fourth Street,
between Locust and Spruce Street?, in the City of Philadelphia,
containing in front about Sixty-three feet and extending in
depth Three hundred and ninety-3ix feet to Fifth Street, on
which is erected the brick Church edifice known as St.Mary's
Church;

RESOLVED,Secondly: That the said Congregation of St.
Joseph1® Church, Willings Alley between Thirdland. Fourth Streets^.Philadelphia, hereby choose» and appoints ~T§s*-
as attorney in fact to act for and on befmlf of the Congre- ^
gation and with full power and authority to make,execute and
deliver any and all deeds of release orqcvuit-claim for the
purpose of effecting the premises above set forth.

On motion the meeting adjourned.

From the Minutes:
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