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Student Bar Association elections begin Cancelled 
class strands 

students 

Compiled by 
Justin Waddell, 2L & Adaku Onyeka, lL 

Law Weekly 

Student Bar Association elections are 
upon us and to help you perform your 
civic duty in voting, The Law Weddy has 
this helpful guide to candidate plat
forms. Visit gulawweekly.org to view a 
"Meet the Candidate" survey candidates 
filled out for extra credit. Cast your vote 
at law.georgetown.edu/sba anytime 
between Feb. 14 and 17. 

PRESIDENT 
Darryl Hazelwood, 2L 

I am asking for your vote because I 
want to create a more responsive and 
proactive student government. My prior 
experience as SBA Treasurer allowed me 
to interact with all of the various student 
organizations on campus and better 
assess the needs of the student popula
tion. While I had to resign my SBA posi
tion for family reasons, I am currently 
involved in various school-wide policy 
matters, serving as a member of three 
student-faculty committees (Finance 
Committee, Student Travel Committee 
and the Teaching Committee). S A 
president I hope to use the knowledge 
and connections that I have gained work
ing with students, faculty, and adminis
trators to create a more effective student 
government. 

If elected, I will: 1. Focus on 
Externship Opportunities. As president, 
I will work with the administration and 
faculty to improve our externship pro
gram to allow more students to take 
advantage of these opportunities. 2. 
Improve Communication and 
Transparency. Students deserve an SBA 
that is both transparent and responsive. 
If I am elected president, I will make it a 
standing policy that resolutions and min
utes of all SBA meetings are posted to the 
SBA website within 48 hours. 3. 
Strengthen Relationships with Alumni: 
As President, I will work with the alum
ni office, Career Services, Office of the 
Dean of Students, and student organiza
tions to connect students with 
Georgetown alumni. Our alumni are a 
strong and invaluable resource that we 
should be utilizing to help students 
obtain employment and better under
stand what we can accomplish with a 

Georgetown Law degree. 

Chris Morgan-Riess, 2L 
SBA should look to the future of our 

students and our institution. As SBA 
president, I will fulfill both of these man
dates: your concerns will be my agenda. 
SBA has great latitude to address existing 
issues and novel concerns, from Bar 
Review to reviewing for the Bar. This 

Photo courtesy of Austin Tice, 2L. 

Representatives from Subway and Georgetown Law commemorate the opening of the 
new Subway in Courtside on Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2012. 

year, students recognized problems with 
the grade-distribution policy and the 
quality of Wi£i on campus; as president, I 
will ensure that these and other concerns 
are resolved. No reasonable calls for 
change will go unanswered. 

o ar a iu1.i . will o at 
I can to ensure that career counseling is 
tailored not only to the individual stu
dent but also to the ever-changing job 
market. Next year will bring a new OCS 
director and opportunities for new ideas 
and approaches. As president, I will 
ensure that our input is not marginal
ized: it is our careers that are ultimately 
on the line. I will reach out to our neigh
bors, be they firms, non-profil'>, or gov
ernment agencies - all with an eye 
towards increasing our options and 
prospects for success. 

As Attorney General of the Student 
Bar Association, I oversaw the re-draft
ing of SBA's constitution and bylaws. As 
a result, I know SB A's structure and func
tions intimately. Given my experience 
and dedication to the GULC community, 
I am uniquely qualified to lead SBA. 

It has been an honor to serve as a 
delegate and as Attorney General during 
the last two years, and with your support 
I will continue to serve you as President. 

Charlie Pfeifer, lL 
(No statement submitted) 

Shaun Zhang, 2L 
I am rutming for president to ensure 

that the Student Bar Association contin
ues to serve you, the students. 

As president, I will improve your 
accessibility to SBA so we can better 
w1derstand your needs. Working on var
ious committees, I have served for two 
years and have experience in both policy 
and programming initiatives. For exam-

ple, I introduced online ticketing for Fall 
Float and Barristers' Ball as Special 
Events Chair in response to student feed
back. 

In addition to SBA, I have served my 
fellow students as Peer Advisor, AP AL
SA s tu ent Ambassadors 
Chair, and Home Court Sponsors Chair. 
I earned a record of generating results 
and gained valuable experience working 
with students, faculty, and administra
tors to accomplish student initiatives. 

The Student Bar Association is about 
you, and no one will work harder than 
me to make your vote count. 

As president, I will: 1. Work for Your 
Needs. I'll seek student input for new ini
tiatives whether it is improving our wire
less network or securing more desirable 
vendors. 2. Focus on Jobs. I'll work with 
OCS to improve reporting of law firm 
interview statistics, particularly on fac
tors outside of GP A. 3. Increase 
Organization Interaction. I'll promote 
more organizational input in SBA, partic
ularly by encouraging groups to discuss 
and defend their submi ttcd bills. 4. 
Improve Accessibility. f'll work to 
increase SBA pres nee on campus and 
public knowledge of our policies. 5. 
Expand Student Resources. I'll continue 
to build SBA's course guide and outline 
bank to ensure they ar up-to-date and 
relevant. 

DAY VICE PRESIDENT 
Alexis Kellert, lL 

My name is Alexis "Lexi" K Hert, 
and I am running for day vice president. 
As a 1 L delegate and member of the 
Career Services uh-Committee, I was 
able to observe experienced members of 

See ELECTIONS, page 3 

by Justin Waddell, 2L 
Law Weekly 

Can a course be cancelled after 
the add/ drop deadline? Four 3Ls at 
Georgetown Law have unhappily 
discovered that the answer-yes. 

Alexandra Valenti registered for 
a 2-credit seminar on Constitutional 
Property Law to be taught by Prof. 
Robert Meltz and Judge Nancy 
Firestone of the Court of Federal 
Claims. According to the descrip
tion accompanying the course list
ing, the course promised a "unique 
teaching approach." "In lieu of a 
paper and presentation require
ment, students will be required to 
submit briefs on a takings fact pat
tern. Students will then have the 
opportunity to argue the briefs . . . 
before judges of the U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims and Court of 

pp als for e Federal Circuit." 
"Needless to say, I was really 

looking forward to this experience," 
said Valenti. But on Wednesday, 
Feb. 01, eight days after the 
add/ drop deadline, she and her 3 
remaining classmates received an 
email from Assistant Dean for J. D. 
Academic Programs Sarah Hulsey 
stating that the faculty members 
were cancelling the class due to low 
enrollment. Hulsey told The Law 
Weekly that the professors felt that 
the course could not continue with 
such a low numbers. They did, how
ever, offer to continue working with 
the students on a supervised 
research paper on similar subject 
matter and for the same number of 
credits. 

The affected students were sub
sequently informed that they could 
not switch into any classes that had 
met two or three times. Considering 
the late cancellation of the course, 
this effectiv ly eliminated the 
majority of courses worth 2 or more 
er dit . 

Hulsey and Dean Juli 
O' ullivan told the I aw Weekly that 
this particular restriction was the 
re ult of ABA accreditation stan
cicuds. Standard 304 requires a min
imum number of in-class minutes 
per year, and that each chool "shall 
r quire regular and punctual class 

See CANCELLATION, page 3 

.GuLawWeekly.org 
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■ ■ ■ 
MEETING: Law Weekly 

On Sunday, Feb. 26 at 1 p.m., in 
Hotung 1009, the Law Weekly will host 
a weekly planning, layout, and editing 
session. Writers, photographers, and 
bloggers wanted. All are welcome; no 
experience necessary. Food and bever
ages will be provided. For more infor
mation, show up at the meeting. 
Seriously. 

■ ■ ■ 
DEBA TF/P ANEL: Constitutional 

Originalism 

On Tuesday, Feb. 14 from 1:30-
2:30 p.m., in McDonough 201, the 
Georgetown Law American 
Constitution Society and Federalist 
Society will co-host a debate on consti
tutional interpretation. The debate 
will feature two speakers who will 
represent an originalist viewpoint ver
sus a living constitution viewpoint. 
GULC Professor Lawrence Solum will 
debate Northwestern Professor Robert 
Bennet. The professors have co-writ
ten a book as a point-counterpoint on 
originalist interpretation. The debate 
will be moderated by GULC Professor 
John Mikhail. Complimentary lunch 
will be served. For more infromation, 
contact Katie Santmyer at 
kms283@law.georgetown.edu. 

■ ■ ■ 
SBA CANDIDATES 

OFFICERS 
President I 

Darryl Hazelwood, Christopher Morgan-
Riess, Charlie Pfeifer, Shaun Zhang 

Day VP 
Alexis Kellert, Edward Williams, Alyssa 

Wootton 

Evening VP 
Tommy McDonnell, Milla Savelieff 

Secretary 
Sarah Danley, Parker Schnell 

Treasurer 
Erin Dexter 

DELEGATES 
2L 

Andrew Adelman, Shahzadi Ahmed, 
Alex Bergjans, Ashley Binetti, Erin 

Dexter, Keith Howell, 
Jake Itzkowitz, Alexis Kellert, Tiffany Li, 
Jessica Montello, Jessica Ornsby, Parker 

Schnell, Daniel Smith, Nicole Smith, 
Margaret Sopher, Edward Williams, 

Alyssa Wootton 

2E 
Kukui Claydon, Allyson Poulos 

3L 
Zach Bench, Zac Garthe, Elizabeth Hira, 
James Hunsberger, Arthur Kim,Kristin 
Leighton, Shaun Lyons, Varoon Modak, 

Christopher Morgan-Riess, John 
Rothman, Matt Schafer, Julia Sferlazzo, 
Matthew Smith, Bruce Strong, Lauren 

Sugarman, Daniel Tavakoli, Austin Tice, 
Justin Waddell, Shaun Zhang 

3E 
Anthony Campau, Sarah Danley,Claire 

Frezza, Melinda Lewis, Tommy 
McDonnell 

4E 
Chad Seibel 

Joint Degree 
Greta Matessich, Alexa Sendukas 

http:/ /www.gulawweekly.org 

■ ■ ■ 
FOOD/PHILANTHROPY: For the 

Love of Chocolate 

On Wednesday, Feb. 15, from 
3:30-6 p.m., in the McDonough Chapel 
area, a chocolate-themed baking con
test and tasting will be held as a 
fundraiser for the Bettina Pruckmayr 
Award. Prizes will be given to top 
entrants in each category. Students are 
welcome to visit the tables and taste 
for a fee. The event is sponsored by the 
Human Rights Institute, Amnesty 
International, the Professional 
Development Committee, and the 
Office of Student Life. For more infor
mation, contact Amy Garrison at 
aeg48@law.georgetown.edu. 

■ ■ ■ 
ENTERTAINMENT: GG&SS 

Present Winter Play 

From Wednesday, Feb.15 through 
Satruday, Feb. 18, the Georgetown 
Gilbert and Sullivan Society will pres
ent Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are 
Dead, a comedic take on the well
known Shakespearean duo. For tickets 
and more information, please visit 
http://www.law.georgetown.edu/studen
torgs/ggss/ or contact Christina 
Postolowski at 
cdp36@law.georgetown.edu. 

■ ■ ■ 

■ ■ ■ 
PANEL/NETWORKING: Women's 

Rights Career Panel 

On Thursday, Feb. 16, from 6-8:30 
p.m., in McDonough 201, the 
Georgetown Women's Legal Alliance 
will host a panel on careers in 
women's rights law. Speakers will 
include attorneys from the National 
Women's Law Center, the National 
Partnership for Women and Families, 
EMILY's List, and the D.C. Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence. 
Complimentary food and beverages 
will be provided. For more informa
tion, contact Naima Farrell at 
nlp@law.georgetown.edu. 

■ ■ ■ 
CONFERENCE: Rebellious 

Lawyering, Yale Law School 

From Friday, Feb. 17, to Saturday, 
Feb. 18, the Georgetown Human 
Rights Action (GHRA) committee of 
Georgetown Law's chapter of 
Amnesty International will be visiting 
the 18th annual Rebellious Lawyering 
("RebLaw") Conference, held at Yale 
Law School. GHRA will be funding 
some travel fees to the conference. 
More information is available here: 
http: / / www.yale.edu/ reblaw / . For 
transportation and registration reim
bursements, RSVP to Elana Baurer at 
eJanabaurer@gmail.com 

■ ■ ■ 

SPORTS: Women's Basketball 

On Saturday, Feb. 18 from 9:30-
11 :30 a.m., the Georgetown Law 
Women's Basketball Club will host an 
open gym session on the 4th floor bas
ketball courts of the Sport & Fitness 
Center. These open gym pick-up 
games will occur every Saturday 
morning at the same time and place. 
"Women from all over D.C., come to 
play with us. All abilities welcome!" 
For more information, contact Tiffiney 
Camey at tifftney.carney@gmail.com. 

■ ■ ■ 

■■■ 

Have a student event? 
Letusknowr 

E~mail information about your 
student event to 

events@gulawwekly.org 
and we'll print an 

announcement right here! 

■■■ 

This is a "Non-Consecutive 
Spider Sudoku." Have fun. 
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From ELECTIONS, page 1 

contribute my own ideas to the organiza
tion. 

1hroughout my term I have identi
fied several goals that I plan to address if 
elected - distributing syllabi prior to the 
semester through email; unifying 
Courseware/TWEN etc.; publishing 
which courses that prohibit laptops; 
developing consistent note-taking servic
es in laptop-prohibited courses; improv
ing exam collection for lLs-but I also 
recognize the value of collaborating with . 
others, and I always welcome sugges
tions from fellow classmates. I would be 
honored to continue to serve on the SBA, 
and I hope to represent your collective 
interests as effectively as possible in the 
coming semester. Thank you for your 
support. 

Edward Williams, lL 
Dear Georgetown Law Community, 

It is my pleasure to seek your sup
port to be the next day vice president of 
the Georgetown Law Student Bar 
Association. Presently, I am a lL and one 
of the Section 3 Delegates. Over the 
course of this year, I have sought to 
improve the Georgetown Law 
Community by doing the following: 1. 
Co-sponsoring a resolution to support 
the GHRA/ Amnesty International peti
tions to re-institute the Human Rights 
Fellowships 2. Co-sponsoring a resolu
tion to end the mailing of midterm 
grades in year-long courses 3. Assisting 
with the rewrite of the SBA Constitution 
as a member of the Judiciary Committee 
4. Assisting with the execution of supple
mental funding and spring budget 
requests as a member of the 
Appropriations Committee 

The experiences throughout this 
year have given me a unique perspective 
on ways to improve our community, and 
I hope to continue to serve our commu
nity diligently next year. As day vice 
president, I will be working toward a 
few goals: 

Technology Improvement: better 
technological resources; better wireless; 
printing options. 

Career Focus: working with Career 
Services to make sure that Georgetown 

From CANCELLATION, page 1 

attendance." This is also why a 
professor that notices frequent 
absences may have the student with
drawn from a course. 

This limitation left Valenti and her 
classmates with two options: write a 
supervised research paper with the 
original professors- not a brief with 
oral argument-or switch into one of 
the relatively few partial-semester 
courses that have yet to begin. 

The partial-semester course option 
presented its own set of problems. To 
start, these courses .:ire overwhelmingly 
one-credit offerings, and at least one of 
the affected 3Ls needs two credits to 
graduate. These one-credit courses also 
tend to cover specialized subject matter 
and often require prerequisites, some of 
which are rather uncommon. TI1e few 
three-credit courses that fall into the 
partial-semester category are negotia
tions and mediation seminars that run 
on we 'kends. Unfortunately for Valenti 
and her classmates, there is only one 
seminar that has yet to begin and it is 
full. fhey were informed that "no 
exceptions" could be made to increase 
enrollment in the course. 

The affected students are not happy 
with the situation. "We're not happy 
either," said O'Sullivan. Calling the sit-

Law students are in the best possible 
position to launch their careers. 

Accountability: public committee 
reports from SBA Committees; student
faculty committee reports to SBA 

Student Advocacy: using technolo
gy to open the lines of communication 
between SBA and the student body. 

I look forward to meeting you all 
throughout the week. 

Regards, Edward Williams 

EVENING VICE PRESIDENT 
Tommy McDonnell, 2E 

For those of you who have chosen to 
rerr,ain in the evening program, it would 
be an honor for me to represent you on 
the SBA this year. My priority is to 
ensure that evening students are able to 
participate in and enjoy as much of the 
GULC experience as possible, despite 
our often hectic schedules. Being in the 
evening program doesn't have to mean 
that our time consists of work and class 
and nothing else; for those who are so 
inclined, I'll do my best to maximize the 
social and academic integration of 
evening students into the GfilC com
munity. 

Milla Savelieff, 3E 
My name is Milla Savelieff and I am run
ning for evening vice president. I am cur
rently in my third year in the evening 
program and serve as the 3E representa
tive. I have enjoyed my time as a part of 
the SBA and can use that experience 
towards serving as evening vice presi
dent. I would like to spend next year 
focusing on both social activities and aca
demic concerns. Socially, evening stu
dents range from people who are single 
and prefer happy hours to those who 
have families and would also enjoy 
events learning children. I would 
work with my fellow evening represen
tatives to plan a variety of events along 
these lines. Separately, I know that I 
came to Georgetown because of its excel
lent academics above all else and so I 
would like to focus on student questions, 
suggestions, and concerns with the pro
gram. Most importantly, I would be hon
ored to serve as an advocate for evening 
student concerns overall. 

uation "unprecedented," neither she 
nor Hulsey could recall any instance of 
a course cancellation after the 
add/ drop period. Enrollment is moni
tored prior to the start of any given 
semester and is checked daily during 
add/ drop. According to Hulsey, the 
course at issue was not identified as "at 
risk" in early review. O'Sullivan added 
that this course has been offered sever
al times in the past without enrollment 
issues, and that the professors them
selves were somewhat perplexed by the 
rapid drop in registrants that occurred 
toward the end of the add/ drop period. 

If an adjunct prof ssor feels for 
pedagogical reasons that a course can
not proceed without a certain number 
of students, then he or she is fr e to can
cel that course. In fact, adjunct profes
sors have no contractual obligations to 
teach courses at all. The only penalty is 
that they are not paid. Full-time faculty 
memb 'r , on the other hand, are con
tractually obligated to teach a certain 
number of units and as such are unable 
to cancel courses. O'Sullivan noted that 
no professor, fu11-time or adjunct, likes 
to have a course cancelled because of 
the large amount of time that must be 
invested in preparation. 

While disappointed, Valenti doe 
not blame the administration or profes
sors for what happened. She made a 
point to express how sympathetic and 
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TREASURER 
Erin Dexter, lL 

Hello, Georgetown! I am running for 
Treasurer and 2L delegate after serving 
on the Appropriations and Judiciary 
Committees. Having navigated the 
Appropriations labyrinth, I aim to make 
the funding experience as efficient and 
transparent as possible. Goals include: 
cutting catering costs, offering compre
hensive budget guidance, and imple
menting flexible procedures for inde
pendently-raised funds. Groups should 
have all the resources they need, but 
there must be accountability in using 
appropriated funds only for stated pur
poses. I look forward to working openly 
and closely with all student organiza
tions and each of you as I continue in 
service to this vibrant student body! 

SECRETARY 
Sarah Danley, 2E 

Hi! I'm Sarah Danley, and I'm run
ning for the position of SBA secretary. I 
am currently at 2E student, and I trans
ferred to GULC this past fall from Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Now that I pretty much 
know where the bathrooms are and how 
to get out of the parking garage and have 
generally acclimated to D.C., I thought I 
should take this opportunity to get 
involved and use my previous experi
ence and skills to represent my fellow 
classmates at GULC. 

During my undergraduate career at 
the University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
(UALR), I had the opportunity to serve 
as President, Vice president and Chief 
Justice of the Student Government 
Association. These experiences were 
invaluable and life-shaping. While serv
ing in these roles some of the activities of 
which I am most proud include: sharing 
the stage with the governor to success
fully speak out against a proposed state 
amendment that would drastically cut 
funding for higher education and 
arranging for a televised debate for our 
senatorial candidates at the time. I take 
service to the community and to my 
classmates very seriously. 

Upon graduation, I worked at 
UALR as a campus life specialist, where 
I advised the fraternity and sorority 

helpful that Hulsey had been in recent 
days. 

Asked what message students 
should take from this ordeal, O'Sullivan 
was quick to reassure that this was a 
one-of-a-kind circumstance. She 
stressed that if a student has questions 
about his or her schedule or is nervous 
about a particular course, J.D. 
Academic Services is the place to go. 
"Go early," said O'Sullivan, "there is no 

Photo by Austin Tice, 2L. 

groups, served as the women's advocate 
for the university, and taught classes for 
entering freshmen. I was also able to 
complete my MBA while working at the 
university. I believe that my extensive 
experience in student services and pas
sion for giving back make me an excel
lent candidate for SBA. 

Parker Schnell, lL 
As a lL delegate, I've had an amaz

ing year so far representing Section 1. As 
a member of the Campus Services 
Committee, I've been able to be involved 
in crafting a new bicycle policy to make 
more storage on campus, working to 
change the hours of the campus food 
services during finals week, and bring
ing the concerns of members of my sec
tion to the larger student government. 
While I've greatly enjoyed my time 
working to represent my section, I hope 
to have the chance to serve the greater 
student body, and this is why I am run
ning for Secretary of SBA 

As secretary, I will help facilitate 
meetings for the entire student govern
ment. I will be responsible for ensuring 
that the agenda is set, that the delegates 
have the most up-to-date information 
and resolutions, keeping track of the pro
ceedings, and communicating SBA' s 
actions to all students. 

As someone who is reliable, detail
oriented, and very friendly, I am well
equipped to perform these tasks. I also 
think that new ways to communicate 
from SBA to all the students using social 
media could improve the relationship 
between representatives and their con
stituents. I am looking forward to a great 
rest of this year at Georgetown and hope 
to help make next year even better! 

For 2L 2E, 3L 3E, 4E & 
Joint Degree Delegate 
Statements, & more SBA 
election coverage, visit 
www.gulawweekJy.org! 

one better situated" to help or answer 
questions. There are few at the Law 
Center that know as much about cours
es, professors, and curriculum planning 
than Assistant Deans Hulsey and Sally 
McCarthy. 

Hulsey (sjh52@law.georgetown.edu) 
and McCarthy 
(sem35@law.georgetown.edu) are avail
able for personal advising by 
appointment. Both are located in 

Amanda Monaco, 1 L, moderates the Committee on Human Rights in Latin America 
(CHARlA's) "Ethically Impossible: A Panel Discussion on Non-Consensual Medical 
Research in Guatemala, Africa, and the United States" on Thursday, Feb. 9, 2012. Panel 
participants (L·R): Keenan Keller, Dr. David Gisselquist, Alex WeDerstein, Piper Hendricks, 
and Dr. Cassie StaMo Bevan. 

http://www.gulawweekly.org 
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New- Knick Point Guard: All He Does is Lin, Lin, Lin for New York 
by Tiffany Li, lL 

Law Weekly 

Wow. Thanks a lot, Jeremy Lin. 
Now I have to root for the Knicks. 

As a general rule, I only follow two 
teams: my alma mater's (Go Bruins!) 
and the Lakers. Neither team has been 
particularly exciting these past few 
years. Don't even mention CP3; every
one knows there's only one basketball 
team in L.A. Los Angeles isn't a football 
town, and UCLA isn't a football school 
(Sorry, Bruins), so it's been fairly simple 
to live a life of limited sports consump
tion. 

Until recently, Jeremy Lin was only 
well-known in Asian-American com
munities. Chinese and Taiwanese press 
have been tracking his career for years, 
but nothing much came of it. Undrafted 
after college, Lin shuffled between vari
ous teams. He scored single digit points 
in every game he played. He's been in 
and out of the D-League. He's only 6'3". 
His contract with the Krricks wasn't 
even guaranteed until last week, so Lin 
has been sleeping on his brother's couch 
in lieu of securing permanent housing. 

Of course, after last week's crazy, 
career-making games, Lin is no longer 
exclusively a matter of Asian media 
speculation. As of last Friday, Lin has 
helped the Knicks to four back-to-back 
wins, with new career highs every 
night. No NBA player ever scored more 
in his first three starts than Lin did this 
week. He's been compared to Steve 
Nash. He scored more points than Kobe 
in a game everyone incorrectly predict
ed the Lakers would win. Lin's surprise 

success has started a media frenzy, 
which some have termed "Linsanity." 
Everyone loves an underdog, and Lin's 
path to the NBA is definitely an unusu
al one. 

Lin is the first American-born NBA 
player of Chinese or Taiwanese descent, 
and only the fourth ever Asian
American. Lin's career may not be the 
typical NBA story, but it does seem to 
follow the formula for youx average 
inspiring documentary /biopic. Lin's 
father immigrated to the United States 
with two goals: to get a PhD and to 
watch the NBA. He taught himself the 
game by studying VHS tapes of late-
70' s NBA greats. When his sons were 
old enough, Lin's father took them for 
90-minute practices three times a week 
at their local YMCA. 

All three of the Lin brothers played 
ball at school, but Jeremy stood out. 
Senior year, he led his high school team 
to a 32-1 season and a state champi
onship. However, even with his proven 
track record, no major universities were 
willing to give him a shot, not even in 
his home state of California. Lin was 
forced to settle for Harvard (poor guy), 
where he excelled, setting records for
his university and for the Ivy League. 
He also graduated with a 3.1 and a 
degree in Economics. 

1 look forward to seeing the 
inevitable film about Lin's life and 
career, provided Lin continues defying 
the odds, even in the face of rising 
expectations. Lin's newfound fame 
means he won't be able to rely on the 
element of surprise much longer. 
Opposing teams will learn to work 

Photo Courtesy of DvYang's stream on fllckr.com. 

Mike D'antoni said he's riding Lin "like 
freakln' Secretariat!" 
against him, though the Wizards' 
attempts to double-team him on 
Wednesday didn't exactly work out for 
Washington (and the accelerated sched
ule gives teams less time to adjust). Lin 
doesn't have extraordinary size or 
extraordinary speed. But he has the 
most important Captain Planet value of 
them all: heart. He's a team player, and 
you can tell his recent performance has 
energized the once-struggling Knicks. 

It really is a good story. An under
dog, in the face of adversity, challenging 
stereotypes and defying odds. Add to 
that the religious element. Lin's Twitter 
profile photo is a cartoon featuring 
Jesus, and his devoutness has landed 
him comparisons to Tim ''3:16" Tebow. 
In post-game interviews, he thanks his 
teammates and God equally. Hopefully, 
Asian austerity will stop Lin from 
developi...-rtg a trademark move or draw
ing religious symbolism on his face. 

The best quirk Lin's exhibited so far 
has to be what one reporter termed "the 
nerdiest handshake in NBA history." 

Lin and teammate Landry Fields ( a 
Stanford graduate) mime opening a 
book, putting on glasses, and then tuck
ing said imaginary glasses into pocket 
protectors. 

Nerdy pre-game handshake 
notwithstanding, Lin has managed to 
maintain humility in the face of huge 
crowd support and growing media 
attention. 

They used to make fun of him in the 
stands, calling out "sweet and sour 
pork" and various racial epithets. Now, 
people are yelling, "MVP." In a culture 
where Asian-American men face nega
tive stereotypes regarding masculinity 
and athleticism, Jeremy Lin has already 
become a national hero. It's time to see 
how he fares in the eyes of the world at 
large. 

Ticket sales for the Knicks have 
already gone up manifold, and America 
is watching. From drills with his broth
ers at the local Y, to starting (and win
ning) at Madison Square Garden, 
Jeremy Lin has given us more than just 
a string of Krricks wins and an infusion 
of new blood to a fairly routine season: 
a story to believe in - a long shot, dark 
horse, underdog story- that we can all 
follow from oux seats in front of the T.V. 

This is the stuff that basketball leg
ends are made of; this is why we watch 
sports. For a few nights a week, players 
like Jeremy give us a good story, and we 
can lose ourselves in the age-old narra
tive of David v. Goliath, of the individ
ual against the world, of one man doing 
what he loves and finding success by 
working hard and persevering and 
never giving up. 

Manned spaceflight is back in business. to L an eyond. 
by Kevin Sarra, lL 

I.aw Weekly 

While some mourned the loss of 
the Space Shuttle program last year, I 
celebrated it. Because I think it's irre
sponsible to spend government 
money on ego-boosting projects like 
sending people into space when we' re 
trying to fight off systematic unem
ployment, a double-dip recession, and 
multiple wars. · 

The real reason I don't care about 
the Space Shuttle program is that it 
wasn't ambitious enough. After the 
Apollo program was cancelled in the 
mid 1970s, the government wanted to 
cut back NASA funding but knew the 
public would get upset if it eliminated 
the program completely. So it com
promised and birthed the Shuttle 
Program. Ostensibly, the program's 
goal was to make space flight cheap 
and routine, which is slightly less sexy 
than the Kennedy-era ambitions. 
However, the real goal was much 
worse even than that: NASA needed 
to spend enough money to seem like it 
was doing something. 

With slightly more funds or 

Photo Courtesy of NASAblueshift's photostream on 
Fllclcr.com. 
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even less frequent but more ambi
tious trips, we could easily have sent 
someone to Mars by now. Instead, 
we sent people up all the time to do 
experiments thought up by elemen
tary school kids ( often literally). 
"But we learned about the effects of 
long term space flight." You mean 
when you don't use your muscles at 
all for six months you're liable to get 
a little weaker? No way! 

To be fair, we've discovered some 
problems, especially relating to solar 
radiation, that we haven't figured out 
how to solve yet, and would be a pre
requisite for any trip to Mars that 
wouldn't inflict permanent harm on 
all the astronauts. However, it isn't 
surprising that we haven't solved the 
problems, since we haven't really 
tried. And if you honestly don't think 
there are lots of qualified candidates 
who would risk cancer for a chance to 
be the first person on Mars, then, well, 
you and I disagree. People shorten 
their lifespan all the time to hit a ball 
with a stick or win a bicycle race. I 
think we could find somebody willing 
to risk it for eternal glory. 

This weekend NASA unveiled 
ideas to make manned trips to "L2," 
the point almost one million miles 
from earth (in the direction opposite 
the sun) at which the combined gravi
ty of the earth and the moon, would 
essentially keep a spacecraft in orbit 
around the sun with the earth. The 
idea is exciting because it merges 
NASA's manned and unmanned 
ambitions. L2 would be a relatively 
ambitious challenge for manned 
spaceflight, testing whether NASA's 
new Orion spacecraft can shield 
astronauts from the increased radia
tion beyond the moon while simulta-

Photo Courtesy of Wlldmedla Commons. 

NASA is planning to use its new Orion spacecraft to send astronauts to L2 as a 
staging ground for deeper exploration. 

neously being an excellent place for 
a telescope and a phenomenal stag
ing ground to put another telescope 
on the far side of the moon, which 
would be constantly shielded from 
earth's light pollution. 

In December, NASA's Kepler 
mission discovered a new planet, 
Kepler-22b, which orbits its star in 
the "Goldilocks Zone." The 
Goldilocks Zone is the area around a 
star in which the surface tempera
ture of a planet could support organ
ic life of the type we know on Earth 
(it's called the Goldilocks Zone 
because it's not too hot or too cold, 
it's just right). The Kepler mission 
also identified more than 1000 
potential planets, 54 of which may 
be in their respective Goldilocks 
Zones (Kepler-22b is the only one 
confirmed so far) . 

With the flood of planets now 

being discovered, the likelihood that 
we are truly alone in the univers is 
shrinking rapidly. Someday, very pos
sibly in our lifetimes, we will learn 
that is a planet similar to ours that is 
home to a species with which we 
could probably communicate. When 
that day comes, we will have to ask 
ourselves if we want to knock on our 
neighbor's door with a batch of cook
ies or close the blinds and pretend 
we're not home. 

Furthermore, the Earth will not be 
a habitable planet forever. Whether 
through our own stupidity, an aster
oid collision, some unforeseen event, 
or the death cycle of the sun, the sur
vival of our species will eventually 
depend on our ability to relocate. 

But the best reason for continuing 
to explore space is the one given by 
the immortal Sir Edmund Hillary: 
"Because it is there." 

T 
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Tina Talks: 
Special Guest Edition 

This week I got together a Jew of my friends to help you out with 
your problems. Let's see how they did! 

Dear Tina, 
I'm trying to plan a Valentine's Day date. What is 

the most romantic way to spend Valentine's Day? 

- Sincerely, Legal Lover 

Amy: The most romantic way to 
spend Valentine1 s Day is defi
nitely eating a taco bowl in the 
GULC cafeteria together. Maybe 
with a little Con Law on the side. 
Valentine's Day will be on Taco 
Tuesday! 
Stacie: That's super funny, 
Amy! Can we think of a roman
tic case for them to read out loud 
to each other? Like Loving v. 
Virginia? Are there any others 
that are remotely romantic? 
Emily: The Con Law case where 
the SC justice was riding circuit 
and there's a crazy attempt on 
his life on a train from Fresno to 
LA. Ha ha ha. That crazy 
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Top Ten Things to Do on Your 5 (or 6) Day Weekend 

1. Sleep. Seriously, channel your inner Rip Van Winkle. 
2. Outline. Not because you want to get ahead, but because you want to not have to 

do anything on spring break. 
3. Cut your toenails and attend to personal grooming you may have been neglecting. 

4. Spend time with the pet you've practically abandoned. You can never be sure 
whether your cat is still glad to see you, or secretly planning your death. 
5. Find out how many licks it takes to get to the center of a Tootsie Pop. 

6. Travel somewhere sunny. If you can't afford to travel somewhere sunny, spread a 
beach towel on your living room floor and point all the lamps in your house at it. 

Mix yourself a pifia colada and don sunglasses. 
7. Call the friends from whom you've been too busy to take calls. Spend the whole 

time complaining about law school. Let them have the last minute to talk about their 
lives, so they know you still care. 

8. Spend quality time with your significant other without secretly stressing about the 
studying you should be doing the whole time. Trust me, they can tell the difference. 

9. Clean out your refrigerator. It's amazing how much space is actually in there when 
you get rid of the rotting vegetation. 

10. Write a hilarious article for Law Weekly and submit it to 
Christine.Sigurdson@gulawweekly.org. 

woman got two men to fall for Top Ten this week by Prudence Juris. 
From the top, clockwise: her hard enough to do crazy .__ ___________________________________ --..1 

Amy, Stacie, Emily, things . xkc d 
Elena, and Tina. 

Tina: You mean In Re Neagle? 
Emily: Sometimes the most romantic date is one that's also 
efficient, especially for a law student. And what's more 
romantic than letting your valentine utilize his or her 
Tuesday night to finish some of that reading that's been 
piling up since the semester started in January? The couple 
that studies together stays together. 

Are you buying that? Yeah ... I wasn't either. And the 
argument falls apart if the object of your affections isn't 
attending the super-romantic institution that's law school. 
However, there's still a way to do this. All you have to do 
is tum to the most romantic casebook you have: Con Law. 
After all, who can beat a ca e like Lovin v. Vir inia, where 
a couple was willing to take on a state's anti-miscegena-

fHING'S SE01 (JNRfAL. 
/lr1. I. £VtN NAt<.E..? 
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tion laws so that they could have a legally recognized mar- L--... ____ .., 1-__,...,.1. _______ -' ._ ______ __. 

ital union? Or you can turn to the backstory in In re Neagle. ft }d 
Sure, the case is about presidential authority, but the real a S0 er W0f 
point is that David Terry's undying love for his wife and 
former client, Sarah Althea Hill, got him to go after Justice 
Fields on a train in California. 

So light up a few candles, open your casebook, and 
read those cases in a soothing voice to your loved one. 
Happy Valentine's Day! 
Dear Tina, 
Hulu is ruining my life, or at least my grades. Help! 

-Addicted to Hulu 

Elena: I suggest taking your laptop to a public place and 
not bringing your headphones with you. Then you can still 
watch Hulu, but the dirty looks from other people there 
might be enough to overcome your addiction, at least for 
that day. 
Tina: l have to interject here. There are tons of people for 
whom receiving dirty looks det rs nothing. Don't watch 
T.V. or listen to music in the library, and if you do, turn the 
sound down! Headphones are not magical sound-block
ing devices that kc p you from annoying your classmates. 
Have some' shame. 
Elena: ff the problem is really bad, you could have a friend 
change the password on your wifi at home, and not tell 
you what it is. 
Tina: ood thought, Elena. 'Th.is, lso works with Facebook 
and Netflix passwords. 

Your advisors were Amy Cheung, Elena Eggers, 
Reimer Smith, and Emily Wu. 

Comment So, apparently c1 whole bunch of people mic;understood my 
Jac;;t column. The question was not about ing able to gu s a person's 
rntionality. lhe question was about wh n a pe n mistak · one indi
vidual of Asian thnicity for another individual who also happen lo , 
of Asian d~ent. I ,ikc.• if you walk up to Sal1y and say, "hi Marcia," but 
it's not M, rda, it's Sally, and the only thing Marcia and Sally have in com
mon is that they arc both of Asian hcrit.age. Get it? Yes, tru t's tot: lly 
me;sed up, and the mes._,;ed up nature, of that was th point. If you actu
ally n ad my column all thcwaythr ugh, I'd hope you'd see that that was 
the only context in which my , nswer made sense. But alas, I know we 
students don't always have time to read closely. And ·nee we acciden
tally got on tlw nationality topi , assuming all people of Asian descent are 
Ounese, etc., Le;; also ignorant and offensive. 

b t I can't tell "I • 

The Quotable ... 
"As a matter of law, the house is haunted." 

Do you think you know the opinion this quote is from? Leave the answer in a comment on the 

website. Be the first person to get it right and you could win something. 

Rend or overheard anything funny, ridiculous, or scandalous lately? Send your Quotables to 

Christine.Sigurdson@lawweekly.org. 

http://www.gulawweekly.org 
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United States v. Blueford: how much formality required for jury verdicts? 
by Aaron Rabinowitz, 21 

Law Weekly 

On February 22, the Court will 
hear oral argument in Blueford v. 
Arkansas, a case concerning the appli
cation of the Double Jeopardy clause 
to a case in which the jury dead
locked on a lesser-included offense 
but unanimously voted against the 
greater offense. 

Alex Blueford was charged with 
capital murder. Blueford was left 
with the two year old son of his live
in girlfriend while she went out. 
Shortly thereafter, Blueford took the 
child to the hospital, he had sus
tained massive trauma to the head 
and was in cardiac arrest. Blueford 
stated at the hospital that he did not 
know the cause of the injuries but 
that the child had been jumping 
around his room beforehand. The 
state at trial argued that Blueford had 
purposely abused the child by slam
ming him into the floor. 

The jury deadlocked on the less
er-included offenses of manslaughter 
and negligent homicide, but deter
mined that he was not guilty of capi
tal murder and the lesser-included 
offense of first-degree murder. 
Specifically, after the jury was unsuc
cessful at agreeing in deliberations, 
the trial judge asked them the ratio 
of votes for each offense. 

After the court declared a mistri
al, Blueford filed motions before the 
court, arguing that the statements of 
the jury during their colloquy with 
the trial judge constituted an acquit
tal as to the two greater offenses. The 
trial judge denied Bluefords 1motion 
after stating that, although the jury 
unanimously voted against the 
offenses "there were no 'findings' or 
'verdicts' as intended by the law. The 
jury was unable to complete its delib
erations and this Court had to 
declare a mistrial." 

The case revolves around the 

Supreme Court's test for permitting 
subsequent prosecution after court 
has declared a mistrial. Retrial is per
mitted only in cases of "manifest 
necessity," which a deadlocked jury 
is ordinarily considered to have cre
ated. 

The Arkansas Supreme Court 
affirmed the lower court, holding 
that a deadlocked jury constituted 
grounds to permit a subsequent pros
ecution regardless of the additional 
circumstances here. The court stated 
that "it is axiomatic that a judgment 
is not valid until entered of record .. 
. a judgment rendered in open court 
is not controlling until entered or 
filed of record ... the mere reading of 
the jury's verdict in open court does 
not constitute an acquittal." 

The court further recognized that 
"a general verdict is not actually 
required to be in writing, but may be 
announced orally." But stated that: 
"[h]ere, however, the jury fore
woman was not making a formal 
announcement of acquittal. She was 
engaged in a discussion with the cir
cuit court about the jury's delibera
tions and the jurors' inability to agree 
on a verdict. Thus, this is a not a situ
ation where a formal verdict was 
announced or entered of record." 

Before the Supreme Court, peti
tioner Blueford advances three rea
sons that the Double Jeopardy Clause 
acts to block subsequent prosecution 
on the capital and first degree mur
der charges. First, that the Court, in 
United States v. Martin Linen Supply 
Co. has previously held that "what 
constitutes an 'acquittal' is not to be 
controlled by the form of the ... 
action." But by whether it "actually 
represents a resolution ... of some or 
all of the factual elements of the 
offense charged." 

Second, that deadlock on a lesser 
included offense in and of itself 
establishes acquittal on the greater 

Court Reports in Brief 
The following is a collection of 

cert. petitions before the Court. 

Bogan v. City of Chicago 
Issue: Does the "basic principle of 
Fourth Amendment law ... that 
searches and seizures inside a home 
without a warrant are presumptive
ly unreasonable," recently reaf
firmed in Kentucky v. King (2011), 

http://www.gulawweekly.org 

apply to civil damage actions 
brought under 42 U.S. C. § 1983 to 
place on defendant police officers 
the burden of persuading the finder 
of fact that their warrantless search 
of a dwelling was justified by exi
gent circumstances? 

urr 
... 

•• ;! 
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Whether Alex Blueford will face a new trial turns on the deadlocked jury's mid
deliberation colloquy 

offenses. Petitioner relies on cases in 
which the court has implied verdicts 
from jury action, as where a jury 
returns a guilty verdict as to two 
charges but is silent on a third, which 
was the case in Green v. United States. 
Third, that there are no II extraordi
nary circumstances" justifying per
mitting subsequent prosecution as to 
the greater offenses because the jury 
did not deadlock as to those offenses. 

The State puts fourth four argu
ments. First, that this is a simple case 
of a deadlocked jury and the state
ments by the forewoman were a mid
deliberation colloquy that did not 
amount to a verdict. Second, that the 
jury forewoman's declarations lacked 
the assurances required of a ver ic . 
There is no confirmation that her 
statements actually represented the 
votes of the jury. Furthermore, her 
statements occurred mid-way 
through deliberation, at a point after 
which many juries alter their votes, 
especially where, as here, the trial 
court had encouraged the jury to 

E.R.G. v. E.H.G. 
Issue: Whether under the Due 
Process Clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment, grandparents who 
seek court-ordered visitation with 
their grandchildren must prove that 
a compelling circumstance necessi
tates visitation, or whether constitu
tional requirements are instead sat
isfied where the court considering 
the visitation request applies a pre
sumption in favor of the parents' 
wishes and places on the petition
ing grandparent the burden of 
proving that visitation is in the chil
dren's best interest. 

Janssen Bioteclz, Inc. r._1. Abbott 
Laboratories 

Issue: Whether Section 112 of the 
Patent Act, which requires the spec
ification of a patent application to 
11 contain a written description of the 
invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in 
such full, clear, concise, and exact 
terms as to enable any person 
skilled in the art to which it per
tains, or with which it is most near
ly connected, to make and use the 
same," forecloses the Federal 
Circuit's written-description man
date, which in implementation (i) 
has required a heightened, actual 
reduction-to-practice standard for 
biotechnology patents, (ii) has 
licensed de novo appellate review 

attempt to reach a unanimous ver
dict. 

Third, this circumstance did not 
constitute an implied acquittal 
because the fact that the jury dead
locked on manslaughter does not 
establish that they completed their 
deliberations as to the greater offens
es. Respondent distinguishes those 
cases of implied verdict cited by 
Blueford on the grounds that in those 
cases there was some form of express 
verdict by the jury, whereas a dead
locked jury provides no verdict 
whatsoever. Fourth, the petitioner 
waived any challenge to the court's 
sua sponte declaration of a mistrial 
by failing to object at the time. Thus, 
the petitioner is "essentially arguing 
that the Constitution mandates par
tial verdicts, and, thereby urges a 
striking and unjustified departure 
from the longstanding practice of 
requiring only general verdicts in 
criminal cases." 

of what the Federal Circuit labels a 
fact question, and (iii) has led to 
substantial unpredictability and 
instability in patent protection. 

Peninsula School District v. D.P. 
Issue: (1) Under the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA), what is the test for deter
mining whether a plaintiff is "seek
ing relief that is also available 
under [IDEA]," lh rcby triggering 
the Act's requirement that the 
plaintiff exhaust administrative 
remedies before filing suit? (2) 
When a plaintiff is in part" seeking 
relief also available under [IDEA]," 
must that plaintiff first exhaust the 
administrative remedies availabl 
under IDEA before pursuing any 
federal claim? (3) May a court reject 
a properly supported summary 
judgment motion and allow the 
non-moving party to amend its 
complaint to assert facts that con
tradict sworn deposition testimony? 

Greenberg Traurig, L.L.P. v. Conwill 
Whether petitioners lacked standing 
to appeal the dismissal without 
prejudice of a claim brought against 
them when they will incur substan
tial attorneys' fees in defense of the 
refiled claim and a favorable deci
sion on appeal would have ended 
the litigation between the parties. 
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WLA celebrates contraception regulation 

Kelly Percival, 2L 

for the pill through an override 
process, but only if it is necessary for 
medical reasons other than the pre
vention of pregnancy. However, this 
override process has failed time and 

Georgetown's Women's Legal again. As a result, students have 
Alliance applauds the Obama admin- struggled to find affordable birth con
istration's commitment to ensuring trol and have even undergone pre
that all women who want it, have ventable surgeries. 
access to free birth control. As stu- One GULC alumna with polycys
dents at a Jesuit university, we are tic ovarian syndrome was unable to 
thrilled that we will have affordable use the override process and unable 
accesr to a basic healthcare service at to afford birth control out-of-pocket. 
last. As a result, she ended up losing an 

Under the Affordable Care Act, ovary while undergoing emergency 
preventive services must be covered surgery during final exam period. 
free of charge - no copays, no Her ability to have children is unnec
deductibles. On Jan. 20, the essarily in peril because of our stu
Department of Health and Human dent health policy. 
Services announced that contracep- The hardships produced by the 
tion would be included as one such current plan's failure to cover contra
preventive service and that all ception fall exclusively on female law 
employers would have to cover the students. That is why the WLA, as an 
service. While the regulation con- organization committed to ensuring 
tained an exemption for religious women's equality in the legal profes
employers who employ primarily sion, champions the HHS regulation. 
people of their same faith, such as As older students, many mem
churches, the exemption did not bers of the GULC community can no 
cover religious institutions like uni- longer remain on their parents' health 
versities who have more diverse pop- plans. The student plan is likely the 
ulations. only affordable option we have for 

As soon as HHS announced the health insurance. But it is not actually 
rule, conservative and religious coali- that affordable when you end up pay
tions, lead by the U. S. Conference of ing $3,600 for birth control over three 
Catholic Bishops, voiced vigorous years in law school. We should not 
opposition to the regulation, claiming have to face extra medical, financial, 
that requiring contraception coverage and emotional hardship simply ----------..,..,...;........ ....... ....,... _ _,;;; __ __,,_ _____ _ 

Photos courtesy of http://www2.tbo.com 
Percival argues the new legislation will finally bring change to Georgetown's student 
health policy of not providing access to free birth control. 

was an as~ault on their freedom of 
conscience. ln effect, they assert that 
Catholic and Jesuit hospitals, univer
sities, and charities have a con titu
tional right to ensure that employees 
and students at their institutions fol
low the teachings of the church. 

I agree with the opponents about 
one thing - that regulation is about 
conscience. It is about my conscience 
as a woman choosing how to take 
care of my own body. It is about both 
a woman 's and a man's conscience 
deciding if and when to become par
ents. At the core, it is about our socie
tal conscience in ensuring that 
women's equality is a reality. 

Currently, Georgetown's student 
health insurance plan does not cover 
any form of contraception. Under the 
policy, students can get a prescription 

because we are students, we are 
women, and we are attempting to be 
responsible. 

We know that Georgetown Law is 
committed to women's equality. The 
school has fully supported the WLA' s 
activities, and we have two excellent 
clinics dedicated to women's rights, 
to name a few examples. But the stu
dent health plan is in tension with 
valuing women's rights. In fact, the 
administration has been very clear 
that, in spite of the fact that 98% of 
Catholic women use some form of 
contraception during their lifetimes, 
it will not change its policy until there 
is a legal mandate to do so. 

Thus, the WLA is delighted that 
such a mandate has arrived to ensure 
that GULC will have to change its 
policy to align with the 77% of other 

Catholic and Jesuit law schools that 
already cover birth control. 

There are caveats to the mandate. 
For it to apply to students, a separate 
student insurance regulation still 
needs to pass. If it does, students will 
have the right to free contraception 
just like employees under the 

"I agree with the oppo
nents about one thing -
that regulation is about 
conscience. It is about 
my conscience as a 
woman choosing how to 
take care of my own 
body. It is about both a 
woman's and a man's 
conscience deciding if 
and when to become 
parents." 

employer insurance regulation. 
Moreover, Georgetown will not actu
ally be the one making our contracep
tion free. 

There are two reasons for this. 
First, the university does not subsi
dize student health plans; students 
cover the full cost of insurance. 
Second, last Friday, Feb. 10, as a result 
of political backlash, the Obama 
administration announced a change 
to the original employer insurance 
regulation. 

Now, religious institutions like 
universities are no longer required to 
pay for contraception coverage. 
Instead, the cost has been shifted to 
insurers, who are required to provide 
free birth control to individuals they 
insure. The funny thing is, the insur
ance companies do not mind this new 
rule because it is actually cheaper for 
them to provide birth control than to 
not, since it is cheaper than childbirth 
and abortion. In fact, one study has 
shown than adding contraception 
coverage can lower premiums by 10 % 
or more. 

It is not clear exactly what the 
new student health plan will look 
like, but it is clear that Georgetown 
will finally have to offer students 
health plans that cover birth control 
at no charge. And WLA will be pay
ing close attention when the regula
tions go into effect on Aug. 1, 2012 to 
see how Georgetown's policy changes 
to comply with the new law. 

President Obama declared that 
denying access to birth control 
amounts to gender discrimination 
when he stated, in support of the con
traception requirement, "A law that 
requires free preventive care will not 
discriminate against women. 
Discrimination against women on 
account of our healthcare needs is 
wrong, and GULC students have suf
fered the severe consequences of it for 
too long. WLA sees the new law as a 
great leap toward both combating 
gender discrimination and valuing 
women's rights. 

Kelly Percival, 3L,is Publicity Chair 
of the Women's Legal Alliance. She can 

be reached at 
kmp 79@law.georgetown.edu 

http://www.gulawweekly.org 
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Advocating for change, pragmatism, and Ron Paul 

Abrar Qadir, 3L 

I am very invested, if not in a Ron 
Paul 2012 victory, than in Ron Paul's 
candidacy for President. The momen
tum Ron Paul has can be utilized to 
give voice to debates on a mass scale 
which for far too long have remained 
boiling under the surface. 

I have identified four principles 
advanced by Rep. Paul's candidacy 
which warrant public support, and 
will comment on each in turn: 

1. Opposition to the prison 
industrial complex 

2. Opposition to the military 
industrial complex 

3. Equality of peoples, not just 
individuals 

4. The understanding of "per
petual growth" as a fallacy 

The prison industrial complex can 
be referred to as a descendant of Jim 
Crow. Certain special interests utilize 
mechanisms · keeping disenfranchised 
and bereft populations, known in 
anthropology as the subaltern, in a 
cycle of poverty and incarceration. 
The primary means by which this has 
been accomplished in America is the 
"war on drugs." 

Under the guise of removing the 
threat of intoxicating substances from 
the inner city, public prisons, private 
prisons, prison guards, and police 
have entered into a shadowy dalliance 
with our legislatures: state as well as 
federal. In exchange for "tough" laws 
targeting highly concentrated popula
tions of colored, poverty-stricken city
dwellers, our Congressmen receive 
large sums in campaign donations. 
This allows private prisons to operate 
at a profit, prison guards to keep sta
ble jobs, and our police force to main
tain relevancy. For good measure, the 
CIA has made sure, in the past at least, 
to transport drugs from Latin America 
into our inner cities. 

In contrast to all other major can
didates, not only does Rep. Paul not 
speak to lobbyists, he advocates 
strongly for an end to the "war on 
drugs." He has called it out for what it 
is, a wolf in sheep's clothing. It is 
astounding that the candidate speak
ing most vociferously for a repeal of 
the most destructive policy for poor 
minorities in our recent history has 
been labeled an "anti-poor racist." 
America has the highest incarceration 
rate in the world, last estimated in 
2009 at 743 prisoners per 100,000 
Americans. Let us work towards the 
problems of why people turn to drugs 
with sincerity, not by pandering to the 
interests of law enforcement and 
prison lobbyists. 

Closely related in theory is the 
military industrial complex. This 
refers to the mechanisms by which 
certain special interests keep 
Americans afraid of foreign "ene
mies," in order to receive our repeated 
acquiescence to vast resources being 
funneled into the creation of weapons. 
Correlated to the creation of weapons 
is the use of weapons, and highly 
organized, very wealthy, and remark
ably detached people and corpora
tions make sure that Americans fear 
men such as Saddam Hussein, 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and Mullah 
Omar, in order that American tears do 
not turn to protest when our uni-

http://www.gulawweekly.org 

formed children return home in cas
kets or in such withered condition that 
they spend their life in wheelchairs, 
begging on the comer of Wall Street. 

The national security apparatus is 
then able to support companies who 
create technologically advanced intru
sive devices which keep a close eye, or 
at least camera, on Americans. Our 
civil liberties are at risk by legislation 
such as the indefinite detention provi
sions of the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) precisely 
because of our aggressive posturing 
abroad. Foreign leaders and Muslim 
populations are portrayed as cartoon 
villain-like forces of perpetual threat 
because they are sufficiently 11 other" 
for rich men who will never see the 
bloodied dirt of a battlefield to play on 
the racist potential of popular fears, 
ensuring the continued profitability of 
their guns and bullets. 

One reason many Americans are 
unable to understand foreign frustra-

willing to stand up the built-up war 
machine. Ron Paul is, and has been for 
years. While most in the 1990' s were 

. sufficiently distracted by good eco
nomic conditions and Monica 
Lewinsky, failing to take particular 
note of President Clinton's continuous 
bombing of and sanctions on Iraq, 
Rep. Paul was standing on the floors 
of Congress, reminding his fellow 
congressmen and women that their 
policies were literally the cause of 
thousands of Iraqi children starving. 
He has routinely shown a basic 
respect for the life and dignity of peo
ple abroad, which brings me to my 
next point. 

Ron Paul's candidacy stands for 
the equality of all peoples, not simply 
individuals. While our country has 
been a leading advocate of individual 
rights around the globe, we have also 
showed remarkable disdain for the 
rights of other societies. You will not 
find Rep. Paul pontificating about 

l~C>l1 l>alll 
l~i :l~/t)~i lJ·r1<)1 I 

Photo courtesy of http://www.odams-wollpapers.com/dota/medla/26/ron-poul-revolutlon.png 

Qadir argues Ron Paul brings a different, if not radical, approach to the presi-
dential race than the other candidates. 

tion with America is because so much 
of our meddling has been the under
cover work of the CIA One finds the 
same cognitive dissonance among 
Pakistanis and Israelis, for example, as 
to the work of their CIA counterparts, 
the ISi and Mossad. Voters should be 
delighted that someone with a nation
al audience has been very upfront and 
honest about the ClA's role in top
pling legitimate governments, partic
ularly in Latin America and Iran and 
the Arab world. News personalities 
interviewing Dr. Paul arc often put in 
the uncomfortable position of having 
to acknowledge that the Shah's reign 
in Iran was the direct result of secre
tive CIA operations, while somehow 
denying that it serves as a plausible 
basis for anti-American sentiment in 
the Muslim world. His call to termi
nate the CIA may well be unrealistic, 
but for their budget (never fully dis
do ed) and operations to even be put 
under the public microscope is a 
development of immense importance. 

Although President Obama has 
been a step in the right direction in 
terms of foreign relations posturing, 
he has proven repeatedly that he is not 

divine favoritism towards America, 
the way our "American exceptional
ism" rhetoric pushes politicians to do 
routinely. So it is, most argue, 
Am rica's right and duty to police the 
world, and decide who can or cannot 
enjoy the privileges of sovereignty. 
Rather, Dr. Paul famously asks, "What 
if?" 

When he recently said that we 
should apply the golden rule in for
eign policy, asking ourselves, "Would 
we like it if China d cided to deploy 
troops and set up bases on our land?" 
he was booed. H receives even more 
boos when he adds, "lf every devel
oped country in the world has consid
ered it a right to develop nuclear tech
nology, why would or should Iran not 
also be afforded such deference?" As 
our country experiences deja vu with 
repetitive and blatantly false propa-

. ganda gearing our population up for 
war with the Islamic republic, it is 
important that at least the discour of 
equal international footing be put on 
the public policy table. 

Finally, I aim to extract laudable 
principles from Rep. Paul's economic 
thought. To many, Rep. Paul's obses-

sion with having American currency 
be backed by the gold standard is sim
ply the quirky musing of an old man. 
However, it speaks to his realistic 
understanding of wealth potential. 
What the gold standard requires is 
that currency be backed by actual 
reserves of gold and silver. This is in 
contrast to our current system of fiat 
money, which means that the value of 
money is derived from government 
regulation or law. 

Thus the Federal Reserve :!)Tints 
money or restricts the supply of 
money at its own discretion, essential
ly creating money out of thin air. Like 
all things that sound too good to be 
true, this system's benefits are as well. 
Thus, Henry Ford, the famous 
automaker opined, "It is well that the 
people of our nation do not under
stand our banking and monetary sys
tem, for if they did, I believe there 
would be a revolution before tomor
row morning. 

Opposition to the gold standard 
rests in large part on the idea that 
growth is slower and restricted under 
the gold standard. We have been 
seduced by the idea that an economy 
can grow perpetually, undeterred by 
the finite nature of resources. When 
home prices were going up daily 
about 10 or 15 years ago, few, except 
Rep. Paul, stopped to think, "This 
obviously cannot literally continue 
unabated." And our ability to simply 
print money at our will contributed to 
this malaise in thought. 

Rep. Paul pleads repeatedly, "Let 
us live within our means." Many 
assume he is simply speaking to our 
poor, asking them to continue to make 
sacrifices. Rather, he is speaking to 
our financial institutions, and to our 
profiteering addiction. The monetary 
system he supports is one which 
allows less room for speedy growth, 
but much less susceptible to topsy
turvy market cycles. Those who run 
our financial institutions are well 
aware of the constant insecurity 
attached to our monetary and banking 
system, but have enough money in 
reserve to continue playing their 
games without putting their actual 
livelihood at risk. For all the talk of 
Ron Paul not being a friend of the 
poor, what is Jost in translation is that 
he is advocating for a system under 
which the rich do not have the incen
tive to toy with middle class money 
under the guise of "investing sav
ings." 

ln short, despite the potential dan
gers attendant to Ron Paul's states' 
rights advocacy, support for Ron 
Paul's candidacy, or at least vocal 
acknowledgment of his policy 
str ngths, can be a very powerful tool 
to put ideas into the main tream 
which strike at the very roots of 
American decline . 0th ~r politicians 
may advertise more obviously charila
ble ideJls, but do so without acknowl
edging the institutional barriers to 
progre ·s. As long as our resources are 
funnel d into the maintenance of pris
ons at home and military bases 
abroad, th~ poor in our country h, v 
no chance for meaningful advance
ment. States' rights in 'Xchange for 
bringing our soldiers home should be 
een as a bargain . 

Abrar Qndir, 3L, can be reached at 
aq32@law.ge0rgetown.ed11 
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