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Universi 

University administrators locked up operations for at least 60 days of WGTB 1'1\1 
Georgetowns's alternative radio station. 

Enraged Staffers Plan Rally 
To Protest Station Shut-Down 

by Jack Shea 
In response to yesterday's University 

shutdown of WGTB, station staff members 
submitted a list of demands to a special 
meeting of the University Review Board. 

The staff, which referred to itself as 
"excommunicated," called for the "im
mediate resumption of broadcasting with 
both the alternative format and the staff 
intact." The other demands included the 
establishment of a Board of Review 
composed of listeners, staff and University 
representatives to select a general manager 
for WGTB, and the creation of a binding 
agreement between the University and the 
Committee to Save Alternative Radio. 

In the meantime, the staff is planning a 
rally in support of WGTB this coming 
Saturday, March 20th at 2:00 p.m. at a still 
to be determined site. 

Review Board member Fr. James Walsh 
stated that he did not believe that the 
University would comply with the station's 
demands, but he did say that he "envi
sioned no format changes, just a change in 
quality that would result from a stronger 
sense of professionalism and an elimination 
of lapses in broadcasting judgment." 

Walsh expressed "concern over the 
'our' d' . ra 10 station concept that is 
un,!,ls~keably coming through." Walsh 
mamtamed that this mentality "leads one 
to ask some questions concerning the 
na tu re 0 f a broadcasting license." 

In an official news release, the staff 
members held "the University's legal title 
to the license should not be a license to 
aban~on the broadest public trust." 

Most staff members interviewed yester
day agreed with all the demands, and felt 
that they had to be presented to show both 
their own concern and those of the 
community. 

However, not all station personnel felt 
that the demands would be taken seriously. 
Myron Bretholz, a student staffer, said that 
"we believe that presenting the demands 
can't hurt, but I really don't know how the 
University regards us now." The positions 
of all staff members were terminated by 
the University upon recommendation of 
the Review Board. 

Former station members have been told 
that they all are eligible to reapply after 
the 60-day closing. but many said that they 
would not decide to do so until they can 
determine if the format has been changed. 

Staff members contended that such a 
change could be accomplished without 
closing the station. According to M. J. 
Foley, a GTB disc jockey, "the review 
board never spoke with the majority of the 
staffers. I think that there are more than 
a few of us who are able to conduct 
intelligent discussion. If the University 
wan ted to establish its authority, there 
certainly was more than one way to do it," 
he added. 

One staff member who did not want to 
be identified found fault with both the 
Review Board and some station members. 
"The University cannot expect that a 
.. tation with a 60-mile radius to ignore the 
community, and by throwing in a bunch of 
students and trying to change the format, 
they may do more harm than. good." 

Shuts GTB 
Plans Staff Reorganization 
Hope to Reopen in 60 Days 

by Margaret Henry 
Georgetown's WGTB-FM was shut down 

yesterday by the University in order to 
reorganize, find a new General Manager, 
and technically update the station. 

The radio station will not operat!' for 
anywhere from thirty to sixty days. 

Bill Schuerman of Student Development 
said that the 60 days is th!' targ!'t, but that 
th!'re will be "no constraint" and that it. 
will be an "indefinite period" for renova
tion. 

The University closed the station upon 
recommendation of the GTB Review 
Board, which was established in June of 
'75 by Father Henle. 

The immediate purposes during the 
moratorium are to select a new general 
manager and submit a report of recom
mendations of professional consultants 
regarding procedure, staff, and equipment. 

Among the Board's suggestions are to 
continue operating GTB so that it "reflects 
the tradition of critical inquiry to which 
the University is committed. The Board also 
urges more input by the University 
community into the station's program
ming." 

The decision to. silence the station 
resulted from a history of problems at 
GTB. General Manager Ken Sleeman was 
terminated Dec. 5 for failing to "exercise 
proper control over the operation of the 
station" and "to' comply with policies 
promulgated by the University under its 
obligations as licensee of the station." 
Sleeman appealed his termination to a 
grievance committee which last week voted 
to uphold the University's decision to fire 
him. 

Also, the renewal of WGTB's license 
remains unapproved by the FCC. It 
has not been renewed, according to 
Schuerman, because "the University has 
not proved to the FCC that we can and 
will !'xert the proper control over the 
station. " 

The FCC conducted an inquiry concern
ing the broadcast of William Burrough's 
poetry which used sensitive language and 
was aired in the morning at a time when 
children could be listening. The broadcaster, 
David Selvin, was originally sentenc!'d to a 
temporary suspension. But he is now 
suspended indefinitely after arrival of the 
FCC Letter of Inquiry and a reversal of 
Board d~ision. 

The shutdown of the station, ac
companied by guards posted at the barred 
doors of GTB, a change in the locks, and 
solicited threats directed to the University, 
according to Mary Parrish, acting general 
manager. However, Ronald Arbogast, As
sociate Director of Protective Services, said 
that the guard at Mary Parrish's office was 
not as a result of threats but as a 
precautionary measure. 

MARY PARRISH 
Father Henle reported that one mal!' 

"beha~;ng like a total barbarian" forced his 
way into second Healy offices and began 
screaming about WGTB to th!' secretaries. 
He was "conducted" out. 

Another forced entry was staged 
when former employees of GTB stormed 
into a student press conference h!'ld by the 
Review Board. They accused the Review 
Board of being a "false fac!' of the 
University" and charged that the dis
ruption of GTB "disrupt!'d people's lives." 

'i'he liTH stallers lett with the request 
to speak with the Review Board in a 
conference later that day. 

Discussion also included the demand by 
the WGTB sympathiz!'rs that each Board 
.nember tell "specifically" their objections 
to WGTB. 

Mary Parrish listed "the advocacy 
without balance, terrorist tactics toward 
the University, and th!' encouragement of 
listeners to get th!' licens!' revoked." 
The sympathizers said these were not 
specific enough. 

Rick Haas, student representative on 
the Review Board, complain!'d that GU 
students that he talked to were frustrated 
because they could not get positions at 
GTB. Of the approximately 20 protestors 
present, 4 were students or alumni. 
according to one of the G'fB staffers. 

Father Henle has said that the Univer
sity wants to increase student partici
pation in GTB, but that there have been no 
quotas proposed. 

However, Mary Parrish said that 
eventually the major issue will be money. 
GTB staffers expressed the fear that after 
the shutdown of GTB and the setup of a 
new GTB, listeners will not contribute 
money. 
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Biggest Controversy Since Ryan 
by Barry Wiegand 

Yesterday's climactic shut-down of the 
University's chronically controversial FM 
radio station WGTB threatens to embroil 
the University in the biggest dispute since 
Educational Affairs Vice-President the 
Rev. Edmund G. Ryan, SJ, was canned 
two years ago. 

After threats were phoned into several 
University offices, security guards were 
stationed outside GTB acting station 
manager Mary Parrish's office. Another 
officer was posted by Student Develop· 
ment Vice-President Patricia Rueckel's 
door, with two others standing guard by 
the station's offices. 

Reporters from both metropolitan 
daily newspapers, radio broadcasters and 
tv cameramen swarmed the campus after 
the nine a.m. announcement that the 
radio station would go off the air for at 
least sixty days. 

Feelings on almost all sides of the GTn 
issue ran bitter and deep. A group of star
members broke into a press conference:: 
held by the WGTB Review Board for 
campus reporters yesterday afternoon, 
accusing the review board of "lying to us 
time and again," and "abandoning every 
principle ever heard of." 

One staff member who was asked to 
comment at first refust>d. He later talked 
about the issue after phoning back to 
check if he had really been called by a 
student journalist. Like some other staff 
members, he privately admitted that the 
University was not the villain many GTB 

broadcasts had painted it to be. None 
would agree, to be quoted by name, 

One of the principal sources of the 
bittemess in this dispute stems from the 
images the opponents have of each other 
and themselves. Each side is free in its 
name-calling, with epithets like "fascists" 
or "commie creeps" not uncommon. 

A sizable percentage of the radio staff 
consider themselves part of a "counter
culture in the tradition of late '60s radical 
activism." They strive to keep such ideals 
alive, and to provide a forum for "leftist" 
stands on news items, womens liberation, 
or homosexual rights. 

Several staff members formed an 
organization called the William Notley 
Educational Foundation to try to expand 
alternative radio to the AM band. 

This group grew used to a relatively 
free hand since Ken Sleeman was hired as 
General Manager in late 1971, and 
according to some observers, came to feel 
that it should have the real control over 
station pOlicies and programming. 

Since Sleeman was fired in December, 
the University has started markedly to 
tighten its grip on many aspects of the 
station. Staff members have reacted with 
a barrage of editorials and accusations of 
oppression, repression and fascism. 

On the other hand, several prominent 
administrators have intrigued to get the 
University to sell the station license and 
eliminate an organization that was 
anathema to many alumni, Jesuits and 
University officials. Some of these people 

sought to eliminate a sizable expense 
from the budget; others resented the 
attitude of GTB staffers toward tradi· 
tional ideals and values. 

Those opposed to WGTB held that the 
station was dominated by a clique of 
individuals from outside the University 
community who tried to perpetuate their 
control of the station by purging "anyone 
who deviated from the party line, and 
weeding out applicants who might balk at 
the reigning ideology." 

Caught in the middle of this donny
brook, the WGTB Review Board and a 
number of moderate staff members found 
themselves pawns in a battle marked by a 
Byzantine complex of charges, feints, and 
legal postulation_ 

Some observers even feel that the 
opposing extremes both aimed at separat
ing the University from its FM license, 
suggesting that the William Notley 
Foundation group sought to persuade the 
Federal Communications Commission to 
revoke the license. According to this 
speculation, the Notley group hoped to 
buy the license from the University if the 
Review Board had recommended its sale. 

Some Review Board members believe 
this allegation is true. Before the Spring 
Vacation the Board ordered the station 
staff to route all communications with 
the FCC through the Board or Mary 
Parrish. 

Meanwhile, many staff members, even 
the most moderate, feel the University 
will try to convert the station into a 

public relations machine, abandoning the 
community which has spent as much as 
$32,000 to subsidize WGTB this year. 

Believing that the Review Board and 
many administrators want to punish the 
station for past policies, some GTB fans 
feel that the wide-ranging eclectic pro
gramming, most of which is not con
troversial will be sacrificed. 

Regardless of the truth of various 
charges, the ll'sult has been to erect an 
almost impenetrable wall of mistrust, 
suspicion and venom that may torpedo 
efforts for any solution to the Univer
sity's radio woes. 

Station Closing Stirs Little Protest 
by Anne Hargaden 

When news of the WGTB shake
down had pervaded the Georgetown 
campus late last night, reactions in 
general were rather low-keyed except 
among the combatants. 

WGTB ex-staff members were 
outraged. Three of them who were 
visibly upset disrupted a news 
conference last night between the 
review board and student press, 
pushing their way into the meeting. 

Following the near shoving con
test, one former staff member 
commented, "I am very upset 
because I understood the role of the 
review board, but I didn't feel they'd 
do what they did." 

The University administration, 
however, seemed confident and sup
portive of the shut-down. Daniel J. 
Altobello, vice-president for ad
ministrative services, called the 
action "an efficient and effective 
move." 

Student body leadership also 

appeared to back taking WGTB 
temporarily off the air. 

Student body president Bob Gage 
said he agreed with the board's 
decision because WGTB's format 
does not "reflect the listening desires 
of Georgetown students." 

Admitting that he listens "only 
rarely" to the station-mostly to 
basketball games and open forum 
shows-Gage said, "Our major con
cern is that the station be returned 
to the students. I feel GTB should 
mirror Georgetown University." 

Gage's observations were echoed 
by other Georgetown students who 
apparently consider WGTB ignorant 
of what Hilltop students want. 

One student, Marie Tuite (SLL 
'76) said she was indifferent to news 
of the broadcasting moratorium. "I 
really didn't care, to tell you the 
truth. I never listened to WGTB 
because they're a bunch of wacked
out people down there." 

However, another cooed, Lisa 
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Everheart (C'78), who says she is an 
approving listener, reacted different
ly. "I was really disappointed be
cause Georgetown needs a radio 
station and I thought WGTB was a 
good one." 

For the most part though, a 
random sampling of student opinion 
last night revealed support for the 
board's decision. But students con
tinually emphasized a need for the 
radio station to be reinstated. 

Bill Donnelly (C'77), former sports 
Editor of the Georgetown Voice 
remarked, "It reached a point where 
the University had to do something. 
WGTB had gotten out of control. It 
needs more responsible people." 

One newly excommunicated staff 
member, Joe Haertel, disagrees with 
these criticisms of the station. 
Although he concedes that "the 
format did not appeal to the student 
body in general, it should have been 
continued as a public medium, "be
cause we have a responsibility 
outside of the Georgetown com
munity." 

In the past, one of the bones that 
the University community picked 
with WGTB has been the station's 
alleged lack of student involvement 
and participation. 

Haertel, an alumnus (C '72), says 
he objects mainly to the way in 
which the Review Board handled its 
decision. 

"The Board has been reluctant to 
recieve input from the WGTB staff," 

Haertel explained. 
He continued: 
"And I feel the station was closed 

down at this particular time because 
the basketball team had finished its 
season. Had they continued in the 
playoffs, we'd still be on the air." 

In its decision, the board stated a 
need for University control of areas 
such as "sensitive language." WGTB's 
alleged free-wheeling use of profani
ty and controversial material had 
raised eyebrows and complaints from 
some upper-eschelon University of
ficials. 

But the Rev. Richard McSorley 
S.J., an outspoken Jesuit, said he 
opposes closing down the station on 
these grounds. "It's another illustra
tion to me that a sex-based morality 
leads to all sorts of distortions." 

The struggle between "freedom 
and authority," as McSorley de
scribed it, "over an issue of four
letter words seems sad." 

Despite the pros and cons that 
circulated throughout the campus 
last night, the one person who was 
expected to figure prominently in 
the debate said she heard very little 
comment from students. 

Mary Parrish, chairman of the 
board said, "I have heard virtually 
nothing from students, so this tells 
me that either they haven't heard 
about it, or that they don't care." 

But Parrish said the people she 
did talk with generally asked, "Why 
didn't you do it a long time ago?" 

• 
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WGTB admisistrative assistant Geri Calkins, The Rev. Vince Beatty, SJ. and Assoc. Dpan 
of Students William Schuerman discuss the decision to suspend broadcasting: 

WGTB Future Format Unsure 
After Review Board Shutdown 

by Jim Colaprico 
The future of WGTB appears 

to be unsure and even gloomy 
according to observers of what 
may have been the station's post 
mortem. Most parties agreed that 
the actions of the Review Board 
in closing down the station did 
not, in any way, guarantee that 
the University will be able to 
retain the station's yet unrenewed 
license. Further, there is doubt as 
to what the future format of the 
programming and the composition 
of the staff will be. 

Former GTB Program Director 
Ken Rothchild said that he felt 
that the radio station will lose 
"most of its political outspoken· 
ism." 

"What you'll have is a liberal 
radio station that will be more of 
a national public radio station. 
The content of its programming 
will be light on politics and more 
mellow on political stands," he 
commented. 

The Review Board said that it 
has made no decision on the 
specific programs that will be 
aired when the station reopens. 

Board member Fr. James 
Walsh, SJ explained that "the 
radio station should reflect what 
the University is and does. It 
should do this through critical 
inquiry and discussion of things 
that are controversial. It should 
discuss these things on a philo· 
sophical and ideological basis." He 
cited homosexuality, the situation 
in Portugal, and abortion as the 
type of issues that should be 
addressed in this manner. 

Walsh complained that in the 
past "vested interest and lack of 
procedures to improve" were 
characteristic of the station's 
broadcasting. 

The radio station is expected 
to reopen in anywhere from thirty 
to Sixty days depending on how 
soon the Review Board can select 
GTB's new general manager. How. 
ever the University would give no 
guarantee that the station would 
open again after the sixty days. 

According to Board Chairman 
Mary Parrish, approximately 
twelve applications for the post 
have been already submitted, but 
the Review Board may wait to 
advertise the opening before it 
makes its selection. 

The actual reopening of the 
station and the length of time that 
it will remain open, however, are 
clouded by the uncertainty that 
surrounds the University's ability 
to retain GTB's operating license. 
There are indications that outside 
parties are interested in obtaining 
it. These groups include: the 
Committee to Save Alternative 
Radio, the William Notley Foun· 
dation (which numbers among its 
members many GTB staffers), the 
University of Maryland and Cath· 
olic University. 

The official comment from the 
Review Board was that it had 
Jittle idea of what the future wiII 
bring and that it wiII "just have to 
wait for the FCC (Federal Com· 
mu nications Commission)." 

Rothchild said that hl' be· 
Iieved that "the University did 
just what the FCC had wanted it 
to do." 

"There will be a lot of 
embarrassment and public ex· 
posure of just what the University 
stands for, and, in the end, it will 
be the community that will judge 
the station," he commented. 

The future composition of the 
WGTB staff is another uncertainty 
that the Review Board will have 
to face. In the past, one of the 
chief complaints lodged against 
the station was that its policies 
were heavily influenced by staff 
members who came from outside 
the University. 

Most observers felt that the 
new staff will have a much larger 
percentage of students on it. The 
Review Board has proposed to 
resurrect the University's AM 
radio station. This station. which 
would transmit onl\' to Univpr· 
sity dorms, would' be uSl'd to 
train students who are intl'r· 
ested in obtaining a broadcast 

license. The Board of Review 
has not made any plans to estab· 
Iish any quotas regarding the 
makeup of the staff. 

Review Board Chairman Mary 
Parrish said that there have been a 
number of present staff members 
who have approached her and 
indicated a willingness to remain 
with the station when it returns to 
the air. 

Rothchild, howevl'r, had a 
different view: "Most of those 
who will stay on are those who 
are in terested primarily in the 
music part of the station. I don't 
think that a lot of members will 
come back." 

When asked if he had any plans 
on returning to GTB, he said, "I 
won't come back under these 
conditions. " 
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License Renewal Linked 
To Control, WBAI Case 

by Rod Kuckro 
According to officials of the 

Federal Communications Com· 
miSSion, the primary concern 
facing their Complaint and Com· 
pliance Division about the renewal 
of the WGTB license is "the 
question of the licensee's control 
over the facility." 

In declaring a "period of 
moratorium" by suspending all 
broadcasting the University Re· 
view Board has attempted to 
affirm that control which the FCC 
now believes is suspect. 

Presently the renewal of the 
WGTB license, which was due on 
October 1,1975, is being deferred 
for what the FCC officially terms 
a "special problem." In effect, 
that problem is due to a number 
of complaints concerning WGTB's 
broadcast 0 f sensitive language. 

It is not unusual for a radio or 
television station to have their 
license deferred for I1"newal, for 
periods even longer than WGTB's. 
According to a FCC document 
dated February I, 1976, over 400 
stations are still waiting for action 
on their licenses. Most of these 
licenses have been due for renewal 
in the past three years, but one 
station, W ABC, has had its license 
deferred since June of 1960. 

However, according to Arthur 
L. Ginsburg, Deputy Chief of the 
Complaints and Compliance Div· 
ision, "the WGTB problem should 
be resolved in four to <;ix 
months." 

Ginsburg says that he was 
notified of the shutdown by a 
phone call yesterday mommg 
from University counsel Harold 
Ungar wh told him to listen to the 
Review Board's statement on 
WGTB before they went off the 
air. 

Ginsburg staled that the FCC 
has no special reaction to the 
Review Board's action, although 
he noted that "the problem was 
no deep secret." FCC Broadcast 
Specialist Carroll White echoed 
Gin<;b 

illegal in what they've (Review 
Board) done." 

The only major impediment to 
the resolution of WGTB's license 
is a case pending in the Federal 
Court of Appeals, due to go to 
trial later this month. The case 
involves the Pacifica Foundation 
and their New York station WBAI 
(FM). 

In 1973 WBAI broadcast a cut 
from George Carlin's Occupa tion: 
FOOLE album. The monolog was 
entitled "Filthy Words." The cut 
was precise Iv lind eraDhi('lIl1y 
concerned with certam words 
banned from the public airwaves. 
The piece included such words as 
"f··k " "co·····-er" "shit" "co·t .. 
and '~tits." , , , 

According to Ginsburg," a 
determination by the court on 
this question would be a great 
help to the FCC. It mayor may 
not have a bearing on WGTB and 
future cases." 

"All we have now to base our 
judgments on is one little sentence 
which 'prohibits the utterance of 
any obscene, indpcent or profane 
language.' " 

The forthcoming RIling will s('t 
a legal precedent. Therefore the 
decision in the Pacifica Founda· 
tion case could have a serious 
effect on the WGTB license. If the 
Court of Appeals rules for Pacifica 
th('n WGTB would most probably 
be renewpd without qualification, 
but if thp Court rules against 
Pacifica, the WGTB license would 
be subject to a number of 
alterna tives. 

First, the license could be 
renew('d without stipulation. 
However, this is doubtful if 
Pacifica loses. 

Most Iikl'ly, the license would 
be renewpd on condition, or for a 
short amount of time pending the 
fulfillment of certain FCC direc· 
tives. The licensee could also be 
reprimanded, finpd or any combi· 
nation of the above depending on 
the t of the FCC. 
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SOUPS 

Bowl80z 
Large Bowl 15 oz 
Sampler (four 5 oz servings) 

1.30 
1.75 
2.25 

Served with sour dough. pumpernickle. or seven-grain bread or 
crackers. Extra bread .15 
Seven-grain Loaf 1.25 

SANDWICHES 

Garden Sandwich 
Served open-face on seven-grain bread with: 
avocados. tomatoes. scallions. sauteed 
mushrooms & onions. alfalfa sprouts and our 
house dressing. 

Cheese 
Your'Choice: Valembert. Jarlsberg. Cream 
Havarti or Tillamook Cheddar served on a 
petitt pain with unsalted butter or mustard 
(Moutarde Complete a L"Ancfenne). 

SAlADS 

Garden Salad 
Same ingredients as the Garden Sandwich 
without bread. 

Pineapple Pearl 
Cream cheese. pineapple chunks. rolled in 
fresh parsley served on a bed of lettuce 
with crackers and fresh strawberries. 

House Pate 
Vegetarian lentil-base pate served with green 
pepper. alfalfa sprouts. tomatoes. cucumber. 
radishes. crackers. and house dressing. 

Pecan Patty Plate 
A family recipe (pecans. cream cheese. butter. 
eggs. bread crumbs. and herbs) fried and served 
with greens. tomatoes. avocados. olives and 
house dreSSing. 

Chefs Salad 
Designed to delight and fill you up. Trust us. 

COMBINATIONS 
• 

Bowl 8 oz " Sandwich 
Bowl" Salad (Garden Salad or Pineapple Pearl) 

1.75 

1.50 

1.65 

1.65 

1.85 

2.50 

3.00 

2.75 
2.75 

Freshly Squeezed Juices: 
Orange 
Celery 
Carrot 

BEVERAGES 

Mix (any vegetable & fruit) 

Orange Punch (orange juice. tea & spices) 
Concord Grape Juice 
Pure Apple Juice 
Imported Vernors Ginger Ale glass 

bottle 
Ex Bier (Swiss blend: barley. hops. yeast) 
Perrier & lime 
Milk 
Hot Herb Tea 

(rose hips. orange peel.) 
Bourbon Santos (freshly ground decaffeinated coffee) 
House Blend (barley. chicory. cinnamon. almond. 

carob & cream. It's worth a try!) 

Refills: House Punch. Tea. Coffee 

DESSERTS 

Soft Frozen Vanilla Yogurt 
Regular 
Large 
Choice of Fresh Fruit 
Sundae: Fruits. Nuts & Coconut 
Shakes: 

Strawberry Surprise 
Banana and Pecan 

Almond CrOissant 
• Pain au Chocolate 

New York Cheese Cake (no preservatives) 
With Fresh Strawberries 

Dessert Soup (seasonal) 
Margaret's Bread PUdding (evenings only) 
Cup of Strawberries. Bananas & Coconut in Cream 
Carmen's Cannoli 

ALL ITEMS CAN BE TAKEN OUT 

Thank You For Not Smoking 

.85 

.85 

.85 

.85 

.95 

.65 

.50 

.50 

.50 

.85 
1.00 

.90 

.40 

.50 

.40 

.75 

.25 

.50 
1.00 

.85 
1.25 

.95 

.95 

.50 

.50 

.94 
1.25 

.90 
1.35 
1.25 
.95 

• 


