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II. STUDIES IN ETHICS, LIFE SCIENCES AND SOCIALITY

The programme of study is intended to provide both a comprehensive academic formation in the
study of applied Ethics in the Life Sciences and the field of Sociality at the undergraduate level and
a basic preparation for dealing with ethical dilemmas in nursing practice. Though the course is an
essential component of the nursing programme, it is believed to be of interest and of practical
relevance to people of any professional or academic affiliation who are concerned with the evaluative
aspects of issues that confront the community as a result of advancements in modern technology, the
biosciences and medicine. 

The course is designed to present units of study that are fundamentally philosophical in conception,
and must be addressed as a part of the process of dealing with ethical problems arising in any
context. The philosophical conception allows for the systematic analysis of ethical principles, rules
and theories coupled with the essential need to examine a wide variety of actual cases. The course
addresses situations where doubt and conflict have arisen in the interest of rendering service to
humanity with full respect for the dignity of the human person.

The situations range from professional responsibility, public and social policy, clinical issues,
experimentation and technological advancement. Without application to cases in these contexts, a
systematic analysis of ethical principles and theories would be disembodied and possibly not
perceived as relevant to either vocational practice or personal choices. The cases selected for analysis
will not only illustrate principles, but also show why and how doubts and conflicts arise in relation
to the principles in hard cases. The selected cases will be as representative of current problems as
possible, some cases will be drawn from the law and ethics not because they are co-extensive but
because legal decisions commonly appeal to moral principles and rules or raise issues that must be
handled at least in part by moral deliberation.

Preferred cases for analysis are those that both capture the working reality of health care, the business
world, professional practice, community life, social and political administration and the ethical
dilemmas, and choices that are forced upon the conscientious person.
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AIMS OF THE COURSE

(1) To sensitise students to the ethical concerns arising from the whole area of modern biosciences.

(2) To promote an increased awareness in students of the ethical dimensions of decision making in
the practice of medicine and nursing.

(3) To introduce students to the ethical dimensions of decision-making in the health care sector from
a legal, economic, political and social perspective. The importance of the conceptual uncertainties
and practices in these contexts will be highlighted.

(4) While not attempting to take substantive positions on specific ethical problems, it is intended to
develop the students intellectual capacity, initiative and creativity with which they can then
recognise, integrate and reconcile the various considerations relevant to the resolution of ethical
dilemmas.

(5) To encourage in students responsible, critical and reflective attitudes, habits of personal research,
and a commitment to the study of. ethics that will continue throughout their lives.

(6) To enable students to participate in raising community awareness of the issues and consequences
of the various alternatives in the face of ethical dilemmas in health care, its delivery and practice.
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ETHICS, LIFE SCIENCES AND SOCIALITY III
THEORIES OF JUSTICE
Semester I

Pre-requisite - Ethics,
Life Sciences I & II 3 Class contact hours
-Communication II 6 week hours

Co-requisite - Legal Studies For Nursing Practice I

OBJECTIVES:
1. To develop the student's understanding of the theories of justice, exploring each theory and
considering the implications for moral problems in health care.

2. To develop student's understanding of the various problems and theories of economic justice, with
emphasis on the major distinctions, principles, and methods of moral argument put forward by
several authors.

3. Students will examine the distinctive features of justice and their special connection with law.

4. Students will examine Justice in relation to rights. 

5. Provide students with opportunities to examine the theories and verbally highlight the advantages
and disadvantages in each system. It is intended the student gain confidence in the experience of
successfully articulating the theories critically.

6. Students will identify specific cases where the different theories have been applied and with what
results.

Content:
1. Theories of Justice: The Libertarian Theory; The Egalitarian Theory; The Utilitarian Theory; The
Marxist Theory. The general principle in the application of the diverse ideas of justice that
individuals are entitled in respect of each other to a certain relative position of equality or inequality.
Natural Justice. 

2. Justice or injustice in the administration of Law. Justice or injustice in the law.

3. A concept of social justice, and legal justice. 

4. The concept of rights. Human rights and their implementation.

5. Justice and right: a study in relationship

6. Justice And Health Care: Historical perspectives.



5

Justice In Macro-Allocation Of Resources:
Health care allocations
Health and society
Level of health and health care resources
Limited resources
Priorities of access to health care 
Economics and human tissue -blood and organs
Cost containment
Health care for the haves and have-nots
Justice and human experimentation

Justice In Micro-Allocation Of Resources:
Appropriateness or inappropriateness of justice applied to bedside decisions
Justice and life -prenatal, defective newborn, the dying, those in need of exotic medical life-
saving therapy

7. Questions to be examined (not exhaustive)
-When justice is defined in terms of 'rights', what does the word 'right' mean?
-What principles, derived from a concept of justice are relevant to discussions as to the
proper way to provide health care in the community?
-How does one rank the value of preventing different kinds of death?
-Does one give priority to preventing early death, natural death, late death?
-When is one living long enough so that one's claim to be kept from death is weakened? 
-How does one rank preventing death vis-a-vis the value of preventing pain or disability?
-How does one rank the importance of curing leukaemia with the importance of blunting the
pains of arthritis?
-Should everyone be brought up to a certain minimum state of health at the expense of
public money?
-Is it an unjust society that makes no provision to help a person contracting AIDS from a
blood transfusion, but expends its funds instead in support of the performing arts?
-Is it reasonable to assume the principle that the State is responsible for the health of the
people, in the sense that it is bound, insofar as the public's resources permit, to see that it is
possible for everyone who needs it to secure health care, medical care, or both?
- Is it unjust to distribute health care as a free market economy? 
-Is it unjust to consider the social utility of patients in distributing scarce medical resources?
-Should disputes about moral dilemmas be decided upon by the courts or handled by a
special system? 
-Do general considerations of justice apply unaltered in health care contexts?
-How are health care needs to be distinguished from health care wants that would justify a
lesser claim on the benefits of social organisation?
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TEACHING AND LEARNING:

Lectures:
Students are required to attend all lectures in Theories Of Justice. The lectures will be taped and held
in Closed Reserve, but this service is regarded as an aid to learning, not a substitute for lectures.
Students will be tested on lecture content.

Tutorials:
Required reading is prescribed for each tutorial. Each tutorial will be preceded by a lecture intended
to highlight and clarify the major principles and arguments in the prescribed reading. The nature of
the dialogue during tutorials is intended to be dialectic, explanatory, questioning, and clarifying, in
a social climate of tolerance and acceptance in the face of conflict and alternative ideas. As well as
becoming informed about the ideas under consideration, the student will be engaged in processes to
develop critical thinking and articulation on evaluative issues. Analogies can be made bet'Neen
concrete cases and those found in literature when explaining the application of moral principles.
Alternative ideas - Formal debate sessions will also be part of tutorial work in this unit. A minimum
of four debates on issues relevant to the course and mutually agreed to by students and teachers. Two
of the debate sessions will be for peers taking the course the third debate will be peers and attendance
by invitation to people selected by the students for example, lecturers health care personnel,
community members, other college students, the fourth debate will be a public debate.

Case Studies:
These will be drawn from personal experience in the health care system or other contexts where the
notion of autonomy, freedom, paternalism, persuasion and coercion can be explicated. The case
study may involve a patient,  a nursing practitioner who is able and willing to participate. The
selection of cases will be a co-operative activity between students and tutor. Abstract analysis is
brought to bear on concrete cases, and comparisons drawn between concrete cases and those found
in literature. 

Assessment:
Tutorials/Debates 25%
Case Studies 15%
Essay 20%
Examination 40%.

The criteria looked for in student performance in preparation and during debate will include:

(i) selection of topic -interest, and relevance to audience
(ii) promotion of debate - 

-identification of the people to invite
-making contact and arousing interest
-organization of correspondence, media, venue, etc
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The criteria looked for in student performance during tutorials and case studies are the knowledge
based on

(i) they can and do articulate logically, coherently and consistently on evaluative issues
(ii) they can and do identify conflicting values, formulate a principled position and support
that position with logical arguments
(iii) literature (and/or drama) has provided them with insights into human values, purpose
and meaning.

Students must be successful in each mode of the assessment.



8

RECOMMENDED READINGS:

TEXTS:
Abrams, N. and Buckner, M.D. ed by Medical Ethics, London: The M.I.T. Press, 1983.

Beauchamp, T.L. et al. Contemporary Issues In Bioethics, California: Wadsworth Publishing Co,
1978

Beauchamp, T.L. and Childress. Principles Of Biomedical Ethics,

Beauchamp, T.L. and Bowie, Ethical Theory And Business, Prentice Hall, New Jersey:
Chapter 9

Gorovitz, S. et al. Moral Problems In Medicine, New Jersey: Prenti-ce-Hall Inc, 1983,
Chapter 5

Hart, H.L.A. The Concept Of Law, Clarendon Law Series 1979, 
Chapters VIII, Justice and Morality, Chapter IX Laws and Morality

Hospers, J. Human Conduct, Hardcourt Brace, 1972 
Chapter 8 Justice

Jenkins, I. Social Order And The Limits Of The Law, Princeton University Press, 1980,
Chapter XIV The Concept Of Rights
Chapter XVIII Social Justice and Legal Justice

Miller, Social Justice.

Nozick, R. Anarchy, State And Utopia, New York: Basic Books Inc, 1974,

Fennis John. Natural Law & Natural Rights, Clarendon Press, 1980.

Melden A.I. Rights & Persons University of California Press, 1977.

Pellegrino, E.D. 'Medical Morality And Medical Economics: The Conflict Of Canons', In Hospital
Progress  ( Aug, 1978). 50-55 and quoted in Pellegrino, E.D. and Thomasma, D.C. (eds) A
Philosophical Basis Of Medical Practice, New York and Oxford: O.U.P.1981. 

Piper Joseph. ‘Justice’ Faber & Faber London

Rawls, J. 'A Theory Of Justice', Oxford O.U.P., 1980

Shelp, E.E. 'Justice And Health Care' Holland: D. Reidel Publishing Co. 1981.
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Encyclopaedia Of Bioethics -Headings:
Justice
Rights 
Health Care

JOURNALS:
Hastings Centre Report
Journal Medical Ethics
New England Journal Of Medicine.

NOVELS: 
Kenneally,  T. ‘Schindler's Ark'
Kafka, F  'The Trial'
Solzhenitsyn, A. 'The First Circle'
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