
BIOMEDICAL HISTORY 523
“BIOMEDICAL ETHICS AND THE LIFE SCIENCES”

AUTUMN QUARTER, 1985
WEDNESDAY, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

ROOM T479 HEALTH SCIENCES BUILDING

Instructor: Dr. Thomas R. McCormick
Office: A205 Health Sciences Building
Office Phone: 545-2648
Department Phone: 543-5447

THE PURPOSE of this course is to introduce and examine the ethical theories
which have historically informed us as we deliberate over ethical dilemmas in
the life sciences; to identify the values which we as individuals use in our
decision making process; and to reflect on specific issues of an ethical nature
which confront us in medicine and the life sciences today.

THE FORMAT of this course will be seminar style in which each participant is
encouraged to share his/her ideas and values with other class members.
Selected readings in current ethical issues in medicine are well organized
in the text book, Intervention and Reflection: Basic Issues in Medical Ethics
by Ronald Munson. At times guest speakers will be invited to share their views,
values and perspectives on particular issues. Occasionally films and slides
will be used to illustrate the issues, combined with lecture and discussion.

THE REQUIREMENTS of this course are as follows:

READINGS: (1) All required readings must be completed before the
class period for which it is scheduled in order that
participants may enter into an informed discussion of
the chosen topics. At times class members will be requested
to offer their critique of selected readings in seminar
fashion. Class participation will account for 50% of the
final grade.

TERM PAPER: (2) Each class member will choose an issue in bioethics and
write a research paper of about 10 pages in length. The
paper should clearly present an ethical dilemma and offer
arguments for a particular ethical solution. In formulating
an appropriate defense of your solution, reference should be
made to the basic ethical theories which have been studied
in the course, and the student should be able to identify
strengths and criticisms of the theory or theories which
are used to argue the position. This paper will account
for 50% of the final grade, and it will be due on December
11th at the last class session. The instructor will be
happy to discuss the development of your paper with you if
you so desire.

HONORS: (3) Anyone desiring to take this class for honors must discuss
special honors requirements with the instructor.

TEXT: (4) Intervention and Reflection: Basic Issues in Medical Ethics
by Ronald Munson.



BIOMEDICAL HISTORY 523

CLASS SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

Oct. 2 Session One
Ethical Theories, and Introduction
Film, "Who Shall Survive"

Oct. 9 Session Two
Review Ethical Theories
Abortion and Infanticide
Readings: Munson, pp. 1-99

Oct. 16 Session Three: Guest Speaker, Dr. Bill de Pender, 5:30-7:00
Birth Defects
Readings: pp. 100-141

Oct. 23 Session Four--PAPER TOPIC DUE AT CLASS TIME --(write a brief
paragraph describing your topic and approach)
Euthanasia
Readings: pp. 142-184 Fr. Lawrence Reilly, Ph.D. 7:00-8:30

Oct. 30 Session Five Guest Speaker: Dr. Nancy Stevens, Department of
Family Medicine Case Studies 5:30 -7:00
Paternalism, Truth Telling, and Confidentiality
Readings: pp. 185-238

Nov. 6 Session Six Guest Speaker:
Chairman: Department of Surgery
Experimentation and Informed Consent
Readings: pp. 239-306

Nov. 13 Session Seven
Psychosurgery and Behavior Control
Readings: pp. 307-360

Nov. 20 Session Eight
Genetics: Control, Couseling and Research
Readings: pp. 361-430

Nov. 27 HAPPY THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY NO CLASS

Dec. 4 Session Nine
Competition for and Allocation of Medical Resources
Readings: pp. 431-472

Dec. 11 Session Ten Research PAPER DUE
The Claim to Health Care: Rights, Duties and Distributive
Justice
Readings: pp.473-558
Course Evaluation

(We will not meet during finals week and there will be no final exam in lieu of
the term paper requirement.)
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