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SESSION 1 Introduction to Medical Ethics January 7,1986
Schneiderman, Snyder, Friedmann

SESSION 2 Abortion and Genetic Screening January 14,1986
Schneiderman

Mrs. E. DeLemma, a 39 year-old woman is pregnant. She and her
husband have several children and do not want to take the risk of
having a baby with Down's syndrome. She wishes to have amniocen-
tesis and chromosome characterization of the fetus and plans an
abortion if the fetus is abnormal. The father also wants to
abort the pregnancy if the fetus is female. The DeLemma's are on
welfare however and the only obstetrician in the area who will
accept MediCal is opposed to abortion for religious reasons.

Participants: Mrs. DeLemma, Mr. DeLemma, Obstetrician, Director
of State Public Health Department.

SESSION 3 Defective Newborns January 21,1986
Friedmann, Snyder

Mrs. DeLemma delivers a son, Donald, with a large spinal cord
defect (myleomeningocele) and several associated defects inclu-
ding sphincter paralysis, hydrocephalus and urinary tract
anomalies and infection. The doctors tell Mrs. DeLemma that
Donald will always have severe physical handicaps despite
extensive surgery and may end up with mental retardation. They
advised that when the child develops the inevitable infection he
should not be treated.

Participants: Mrs. DeLemma, the doctor, nursery nurse, and
member of federal “Baby Doe Squad.”

SESSION 4 Autonomy vs Paternalism January 28,1986
Snyder

Donald is now 14 years-old and develops acute lymphoblastic
leukemia. The prognosis under appropriate treatment is good but
unfortunately it puts Donald and his parents through considerable
suffering and anxiety. In the midst of the treatment, the
parents become discouraged and decide to take Donald to Tijuana
for unconventional dietary and drug therapy. Donald's doctors
seek to force them to return to allow Donald to continue the
standard effective chemotherapy lest Donald go into a fatal
relapse.

Participants: Mr. DeLemma, Hematologist, Tijuana therapist,
Donald.
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SESSION 5 Truth Telling and Confidentiality February 4,1986
Schneiderman

Donald now 16 years old has developed severe chronic renal
failure. He doesn't understand the gravity of the situation and
instead of spending his allowance money on things he enjoys, he
has decided to bank it all in preparation for college. Donald's
father has warned the doctors not to tell the boy how serious the
illness is because “he will lose all hope.” At the same time the
father confides to a psychiatrist that he is thinking of doing
something to “put Donald out of his misery.”

Participants: Mrs. DeLemma, Mr. DeLemma, Donald's doctor,
psychiatrist.

SESSION 6 Informed Consent February 11,1986
Snyder

By now Donald's father has become so severely depressed he is
unable to make rational decisions and requires hospitalization.
Donald's renal disease has progressed to the point where his
doctor suggests a renal transplant. The doctors discover that
the father is the best potential donor on the basis of tissue
typing. When Donald’s father learns of this he is determined to
donate one of his kidneys. Although he is apparently lucid, his
wife feels that he does not understand what he is doing and is
afraid to allow the only breadwinner in the family to jeopardize
his life.

Participants: Mr. DeLemma, Mrs. DeLemma, Donald's doctor, Mr.
DeLemma's psychiatrist.

SESSION 7 Rationing February 18,1986
Schneiderman

Donald undergoes renal transplantation and his hospitalization is
prolonged and complicated by rejection episodes and recurrent
infection. Soon the cost of his care soars above the federally
mandated (Diagnostic Related Group) allocation for his condition.
The hospital administrator fears that the cost of Doinald's care
will put an end to the hospital's transplant program. In view of
Donald's severe congenital spinal cord defect and his possible
risk of future malignancy (associated with treated leukemia) the
administrator demands that Donald be discharged to give other
needy patients a better chance to be treated.

Participants: Donald DeLemma, another patient, Donald's doctor,
Hospital Administrator.
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SESSION 8 Terminating Treatment and FEBRUARY 25,1986 
Euthanasia

Schneiderman

Donald now 19 years old suffers a massive stroke because of his
hypertension. He remains comatose and suffers repeated cardiac
and pulmonary arrests. In each instance he is resuscitated and
maintained on life support systems. Mr. and Mrs. DeLemma ask the
doctors to cease life support measures, but the doctors refuse
since the prognosis, although almost hopeless, is not certain.

Participants: Mrs. DeLemma, ICU doctor, Donald's girlfriend,
hospital director.

SESSION 9 Distributive Justice March 4, 1985
Mendeloff

After a miraculous recovery Donald DeLemma campaigns successfully
for the United States Senate. He thereupon sets about to promote
health legislation which will guarantee “a kidney machine in
every home.” Using his own life story as an example, he urges
that Congress appropriate a multibillion dollar budget because
“in a great county such as ours no one should ever have to die of
kidney failure.” His archrival, a reformed smoker, claims that
more lives would be saved if the money were spent on an anti-
smoking campaign. The Dean of a famous Southern California
medical school thinks they're both wrong and urges that the money
be spent on basic research.

Participants: Senator DeLemma, Senator Archrival, Dean,
TV interviewer (e.g., Ted Koppel).

SESSION 10 Summary and Discussion March 11,1986
Schneiderman, Friedmann, Snyder
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