
PHILOSOPHY 407 BIO-MEDICAL ETHICS (1-1/2)

Section 001 FALL TERM

Section 002 SPRING TERM

Th 3:30 -5:30

E. Winkler

This will be a course in ethics which is centered on contemporary moral
issues arising in the biological and health sciences. We will study
issues in three main areas:

1) Problems concerning life and death: abortion; infanticide;
euthanasia

2) Physician/patient relationship: paternalism; deception, and ‘the
right to know’; informed consent; right to refuse treatment;
patients' responsibility for health.

3) Problems on a social scale: allocation of scarce medical re-
sources; behaviour control; biomedical research, organ transplan-
tation, genetic intervention and engineering.

The course requires no prerequisites and is designed for those who want
to develop some understanding of the systematic structure of moral
reasoning and argument in relation to the kinds of substantive moral
issues mentioned above.

The assignments will include two papers approximately 2,000 words
each. There will probably be several short quizzes, but no final
exam. The primary text is the following:

Beauchamp and Walters: Contemporary Issues in Bioethics (2nd ed.)

Suggested reading: Peter Singer, Practical Ethics.



I. Main Texts

1)Beauchamp and Walters, Contemporary Issues in Bio-ethics, 2  ed.nd

2) Peter Singer, Practical Ethics (recommended).

Supplementary Reading: several books placed on reserve at Sedgewick.
These may be found useful but this is entirely optional.

II. Assignments:

1) Approximately 5 short quizzes based on readings and totaling 15 points. These will be
unannounced and are intended to encourage timely reading, attendance and participation.

2) Two papers approximately 8-10 pages each, double-spaced, one about the middle of the term
and one at the close. One is to deal with the issue of abortion or with euthanasia; the other with
any topic of your choice from among the main issues of the course. These papers will be
weighted equally at 30 pts each.

Here a word of explanation: The aim of this course is to try to systematically develop an
understanding of the variety of positions which can be rationally and sensitively held on the main
issues of bioethics. The reason that the topics of abortion and euthanasia are given central place
is that they involve very fundamental concepts and principles which demand philosophical
analysis and treatment. However, a careful development of these problems yields basic results
that are powerfully relevant in the study of other bio-ethical issues, such as the professional/client
relationship, experimentation, genetic screening, rights to health care, and so forth. So the
personal resolution one reaches to the fundamental issues connected with abortion and euthanasia
will greatly affect how one sees and structures many of the further issues of bio-ethics.

III. Rough Outline of the Course:
A) First, one week on the general structure of morality and moral reasoning. Here we are
particularly concerned with the nature of morality as a social institution or phenomenon, and with
the question of the limits of rationality and objectivity in moral inquiry.

Readings:
1) Singer, chapters 1 and 2.
2) Beauchamp and Walters, chapter 1.

B) Abortion issue

Readings:
1) Relevant chapters of Practical Ethics.
2) Relevant articles in Beauchamp and Walters, to be assigned.
3) Mirkler, “Abortion and Victimizabilty”.
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C) Euthanasia

Readings:
1) Again, relevant chapters of Singer
2) Relevant articles in Beauchamp and Walters to be assigned.

D) KCTS series “Hard Choices”: This is a video series of 6 (50 min.) programs on various issues
in bio-ethics including genetic screening, experimentation, death and dying, rights to health care
and behavior control. These are excellent programs and we will try to see all of them with
discussions following.

Readings: There are selections in Beauchamp and Walters that relate to each of the program
topics. I will assign some of these readings in anticipation of each program.
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