
Course #GE160, School of Medicine

Genetics and New Reproductive Technologies:
Ethical and Social Issues

Description

Rapid developments in the fields of genetics and reproductive
technology raise numerous moral and public policy questions about
the application of knowledge in these domains. This course will
begin with an examination of the use of genetic information for
testing and screening individuals and populations. Questions about
the aims of medicine with respect to the treatment of disease and the
enhancement of human function will be examined along with ethical,
legal and social issues pertaining to value neutrality, informed
consent and personal privacy. These topics will be followed by an
examination of the ethical issues regarding human experimentation
and eugenics raised by the emerging technique of gene therapy. The
last part of the course will examine new reproductive technologies
by looking at some recent developments with respect to
contraception and birth control. The morality of designing our
descendants through the creation of babies by the use of new genetic
knowledge in conjunction with assisted reproduction will be the final
topics considered.

Faculty Preceptor

Arthur L. Caplan, Ph.D. (349-8618 Until 10/21/94)



Format

Each of the six sessions will last an hour and a half. The format
will be lecture in conjunction with class discussion and debate.
Students are welcome to bring their dinner to the class if they wish.
Participants in the seminar will be graded on a pass/fail basis based
on attendance and class participation. To earn a pass students may
only miss one session. Those seeking honors must write a five to ten
page paper (typed, double-spaced) to be submitted at the latest one
week after the final class session. University community is welcome.
There is no maximum enrollment.

Tentative Schedule (All classes start at 5PM except 5:30 on Oct. 3 )rd

Sept. 21 (CRB Auditorium) Ethics and human experimentation

Sept. 27 (Lect Room B) Mapping the genome, genetic testing and
John Morgan counseling

Oct. 3 Disease, disability, health and normality

Oct. 26 What is Wrong with Eugenics?

Nov. 2 Controlling reproduction

Nov. 8 Should we allow women to give birth to babies?

Required texts: Arthur Caplan, Moral Matters, John Wiley & Sons, 1995
       Arthur Caplan. If I Were A Rich Man Could I Buy A Pancreas?

Indiana Univ. Press, paperback, 1994.
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Course Readings

Required Texts:

Arthur Caplan,   Moral Matters, John Wiley & sons, 1995
                         If I Were A Rich Man Could I Buy A Pancreas?, Indiana Univ.
                         Press, paperback edition, 1994

Sept. 21 If I Were A Rich Man, Chapters 1,2,6
Moral Matters, Introduction

Sept. 27 If I Were A Rich Man, Chapter 8

Oct. 3 If I Were A Rich Man, Chapter 12
Moral Matters, Chapter 6, pp.111-117.

Oct. 26 Moral Matters, Chapter 7

Nov. 2 Moral Matters, Chapter 1

Nov. 8 Moral Matters, Chapter 2
If I Were A Rich Man, Chapter 7
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