
ETHICS OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH CARE
Dr. Bruce Reichenbach

Weekend College/ Winter 1996

TEXTS: Munson INTERVENTION AND REFLECTION (M)
Reichenbach ON BEHALF OF GOD (R)

I. INTRODUCTORY ISSUES
A. What is Ethics?
B. Absolutism vs. Relativism
C. Components of an Ethical Theory

II. ETHICAL PRINCIPLES
A. Teleological Theories M 1-10.
B. Deontological Theories M 11-21.
[to be completed by January 6]
C. Natural Law Theories M 25-31.
D. Major Moral Principles M 31-46; R ch. 2.
[to be completed by January 13]

III. HEALTH-CARE PROVIDER/CLIENT RELATIONSHIP
A. Paternalism & Treatment by Consent M 259-69, 278-88.
B. Truth Telling M 269-72, 288-97.
C. Confidentiality M 272-75, 298-307.

IV. IS ADEQUATE HEALTH CARE A RIGHT?
A. What are Rights? M 610-31; R ch. 5.
B. The Right to Health Care M 631-45.
[to be completed by January 27]

V. SOCIAL JUSTICE AND HEALTH CARE
A. Distribution of Health Care M 553-73.
B. Allocation of Scarce Resources M 573-82; 587-88.
C. Application to AIDS M 205-30; R 330-42.
[to be completed by February 1 0) ~:

VI. HUMAN EXPERIMENTATION
A. Defining Experimentation
B. The Experimenter-Experimentee Relationship M 323-56; 412;

M 362-71. R ch. 8.
C. Free, Informed Consent M 356-62, 371-3.
D. On Whom Can We Experiment? M 377-81; 385-9.

VII. GENETIC ENGINEERING
A. Genetic Screening M 423-55.
B. Ethics of Eugenics M 455-60; R ch. 7.
[to be completed by February 24 --MIDTERM EXAM]

VIII. REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY
A. Assisted Reproduction M 489-521; R ch. 6.
B. Surrogacy M 526-33; 537-44.



IX. ABORTION
A. Pro-Life M 47-69.
B. Pro-Choice M 69-80; R 160-8.
C. Points of Significant Discontinuity M 80-88; 97-102.
[to be completed by March 9]

X. EUTHANASIA
A. Voluntary Euthanasia & Suicide M 148-71, 180-7.
B. Non-voluntary Euthanasia: Defective Newborns M 108-35.
C. Active & Passive Euthanasia M 171-80.
[to be completed by March 23]
[Final Exam --March 30]

PURPOSE OF THE COURSE:

We explore in a systematic way how moral values are involved in our beliefs about and in
our practice of health care. To do this, we will first sketch out several ways in which one
might think about moral values, emphasizing the contrasting approaches of teleological
(end) and deontological (duty) ethical systems. Then we will explore various issues in
health care, beginning with issues specifically related to the administration of health care
and proceeding on to issues of more general social interest. In doing so we will elucidate
what role these ethical approaches might have in resolving or informing our opinion
about these issues. The course will encourage you to develop and analyze your own
ethical system, and using this to systematically consider how it informs your decisions
regarding a variety of issues. Though you will begin with the ethical principle or
perspective with which you think you now function, during the course your opinion is
likely to change and you are welcome to alter your views. My goal is not to have you
think in a certain way or to resolve the issues from a particular perspective, but rather to
bring you to the point where you see what value presuppositions are involved in
discussion of problems in health care and where you can defend your own views in a
consistent and logical fashion. In short, the course will help you discover not only what
you believe but why you believe it.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

A. THOROUGH reading and preparation of the assigned readings BEFORE class. This
means that you should KNOW the main themes that the author presents and be able to
give the major arguments used by the author to support them. I WILL ask for this on the
tests. To accomplish this, as you read the material write the major themes on a separate
sheet of paper and give the arguments used to support them. After you have completed
the reading, rewrite what you have written to consolidate the themes and organize and
prioritize the arguments. Also be sure to discern from the reading whether the author is
adopting a teleological, deontological or natural law approach to the health care issue.

B. Active, informed participation in class discussion will be a factor in my grading. By
entering my class, you are expressing your willingness to dialogue with me, to ask



questions and to be asked questions, and to be requested to defend or give reasons for
your position. In short, you are willing to DO philosophy with me. Regular class
attendance is expected. 

Each missed session after the first absence will result in a .5 reduction of the final
grade.

C. Written completion of study questions that are either handed out or from the text. No
late papers will be accepted.

D. One position paper, of approximately 9 to 12 pages in length, on a topic of your
choice. The paper is due at the last class session; NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE
ACCEPTED. The paper should
   1. State your own ethical principle/perspective and explain it in some detail. The
explanation will tell me what criteria for evaluating moral actions you believe are true
and why you believe them to be true. For example, you might complete the following,
"That act is right which..." by providing certain duties you feel are incumbent upon
human persons, by noting which ends humans ought to achieve, or by a combination and
prioritizing of these.
   2. State clearly the health care issue you intend to address, noting specifically what the
problem is and why it is a problem.
   3. Apply your principle to the issue, showing how it resolves it. Note also the
ramifications of your solution. For example, what other positions might you be
committed to if you proceed in this fashion? Your position should take into account
arguments presented by others, either in agreement or disagreement. It is important that
you carefully argue for your position. Since this is a position paper, I will not grade you
on the position you take but on the clarity of your presentation, the consistency with
which you work out your ethical principle, your insight into the complexities of the issue,
your awareness of possible difficulties and ramifications, integration of research, readings
and lectures, and creativity. Research should be reflected in your discussions and in your
bibliography. Correct grammar and spelling are essential ingredients of a good paper.
Grade penalties will be assessed for excessive grammar and spelling errors. When using
the words of another, quotation marks must be used and the source acknowledged.
However, quotes should be minimal; Put the material in your own words. Quote only
where absolutely necessary.

E. A midterm and a final exam of approximately equal weight. only with prior
notification will make-up tests be given. These tests will be essay. The questions
frequently will ask you to compare and contrast positions taken by the authors in the text.

F. I reserve the right to change the syllabus, including I assignments and requirements at
any time during the term. You are responsible for any changes announced in class.



GRADING
In my grading I take the standards set by the catalog seriously.

4.0: Achieves the highest standards of excellence.
To me this means mastery of the material, both lecture and reading.

3.0: Achieves above basic course standards.
To me this means that you have a good grasp of the material, that you
know more than the basic requirements and have some understanding how
the ideas fit together.

2.0: Meets basic standards for the course.
To me this means that you have a generally accurate understanding of the
material, but that it is most basic.

1.0: Performance below basic course standards.
To me this means that you have at best a vague idea of what you have
studied.

OFFICE: My office is Memorial 322. My work phone is 330-1094; home phone 484-0876. Feel
free to call me if you need help.

HONESTY POLICY
Honesty involves assuming responsibility for one's own work, not taking materials

improperly from others, and where borrowing is legitimately done properly acknowledging the
sources. 

Plagiarism is the use of other persons' ideas or words as your own, without giving them
proper credit in a footnote. Changes of words in a quote do not free you from the necessity of
acknowledging the original source. Materials found to be plagiarized will be failed, and
additional penalties will be assessed.

In the position paper I want very few, if any, quotes; always put the material in your own
words. However, you should document ideas where appropriate.

Tests are taken on the honor system. Turning in a test is your word that the work is your
own and the answers are not borrowed.

Please sign the following statement.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

I have read and understand the policies of Augsburg College regarding academic honesty. I
understand how they apply to this course, and I pledge myself to abide by the policies and work
to create an atmosphere of academic integrity on the campus.

____________________________
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