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SYLLABUS

This seminar examines the social, legal, political, and ethical controversies surrounding the
HIV/AIDS pandemic in the early twenty-first century. It covers both domestic and international
policy. The seminar is divided into several parts. Part I, AIDS in the Courtroom, covers the major
court cases related to HIV/AIDS in the United States. These cases demonstrate the social impact of
AIDS, the effect of litigation on social institutions, constitutional law, and interpersonal
relationships. Part II, Rights and Dignity, examines the role of international human rights, privacy,
and discrimination. Part III, Policy, Politics, and Ethics, covers the most contentious debates of the
HIV/AIDS epidemic, including testing, named reporting, and civil and criminal confinement. Part
IV, Special Populations, covers the rights and obligations of groups at heightened risk or identified
as having special responsibilities, including perpetrators and survivors of sexual assaults, HIV-
infected health care workers, perinatal transmission of HIV, and injection drug users. The final Part,
AIDS in the World, examines issues central to the global problem of HIV/AIDS: the absence of
political leadership, the international trade system that militates against access to affordable
treatment in poor countries, and the ethics of international collaborative research. 

The AIDS pandemic has reached deeply into all major spheres of modern life, e.g., law,
medicine, economics, and politics. It has transformed society and restructured ethical values. This
seminar provides an account of the major themes of the pandemic during the last two and a half
decades and offers an analysis of contemporary and future policy. Students will be expected to
write a scholarly paper on an area of interest and importance in AIDS law and ethics.

This is a class that will emphasize research and writing.  Consequently, we will devote
considerable time to the research and writing process—in particular, stating, developing, and
defending a thesis as part of a scholarly project.  See below for a detailed description of our
expectations.

I. Seminar Requirements

A. Time and Place.  This three (3) credit seminar will meet once a week on Monday,
from 11:10 am to 1:10 pm in the Hotung Building, Room 5020.  

B. Class discussions showing rigorous thought and an informed understanding of the
subject matter will be an integral part of the learning process.  Please read all of the



assigned materials before class to facilitate discussions. All students will be
expected to actively participate in class discussions.

C. Readings. The Syllabus contains a list of readings for each meeting.  The required
text Lawrence O. Gostin, The AIDS Pandemic: Complacency, Injustice, and
Unfulfilled Expectations (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
2004) is available at the Georgetown University Law Center Book Store.  For an
optional text for students wishing a more in-depth examination of AIDS law in the
global context, see Lance Gable, Katharina Gamharter, Lawrence O. Gostin,
James G. Hodge Jr., Rudolf V. Van Puymbroeck, Legal Aspects of HIV/AIDS:
A Guide for Policy and Law Reform (Washington, DC: World Bank, 2007),
a v a i l a b l e  a t
http://www.worldbankinfoshop.org/ecommerce/catalog/product?item_id=65524
86.  There will also be several handouts throughout the seminar.  

D. Papers and Presentations.  Students will be assigned to make a presentation in
class on a relevant subject in health AIDS law and ethics, which should also be the
subject of the student’s scholarly paper prepared for the seminar.  Presentations
should be thoughtful and well prepared.  An imaginative method of presentation is
strongly encouraged to aid in the pedagogic process.

Dates for submission of a thesis proposal, outline of the paper topic, and the first
draft of the paper are set forth below. Please review these various dates and
requirements concerning the paper writing process.  Students will be expected to
meet all deadlines. The objective is to produce papers of sufficient quality that they
can be published in a law, medical, or health policy journal.  Many students taking
this seminar have published their papers in a scholarly journal.  We are happy to
provide additional assistance for students who wish to have their papers published,
even after the class has ended.

E. Peer Learning.  Students will be assigned to work with one another during the
seminar of the writing process. Student peers should assist each other with the
research and thought processes of their paper topics and be prepared to offer
commentary of their assigned student’s presentation.  Our experience is that peer
relationships are an important part of the learning process. Each student will be
expected to provide written proof of the nature and quality of the assistance provided
and received through the peer learning process.

F. Grading.  The grade for the seminar will be based on class participation, the in-class
presentation of the student’s paper, and your role as a student peer (collectively,
25%); and the final paper (75%). Class participation will be assessed on a qualitative
rather than quantitative basis.

G. Lectures and Discussions.  Most class sessions will be based on lectures, or a
student presentation in the latter classes, followed by class discussion of the issues
raised by the lecture, presentation, and readings.  Note - students who wish to hand
out materials for the class to facilitate discussion of their proposed topics must do so
the week prior to delivering their presentation.  

http://www.worldbankinfoshop.org/ecommerce/catalog/product?item_id=6552486
http://www.worldbankinfoshop.org/ecommerce/catalog/product?item_id=6552486


H. Attendance.  Attendance for all classes is strongly encouraged.  Students must
attend classes in which they are presenting their topics or serving as student peers.

II. Administrative Details

A. Instructor Availability. We want to be fully available to help students whenever
they need assistance with the content and readings in the class, as well as with the
research and writing process. Professor Gostin will hold office hours on Tuesdays
from 10:30 am – 12 noon, and will also be available to students by appointment at
McDonough Hall, Room 508 (Dean’s Office Suite); (202) 662-9038;
gostin@law.georgetown.edu.  Mike Gottlieb will hold office hours on Mondays after
class from 1:10-3:00 in Hotung, Room 5022, and is also available during the week
by appointment, phone (202) 662-9465, and/or email at
mkg36@law.georgetown.edu. 

B.
Final Thoughts.  This is a fascinating subject matter, and we hope that you will

share our enthusiasm for the intellectually challenging ideas presented in the
readings and the class work.  We look forward to getting to know you and to many
thoughtful discussions.  If we can ever be of assistance, please visit one or both of us
at any mutually convenient time. 

III. Advice on Writing Papers 

A. Substance. Your papers need to have a central integrating argument, or thesis, which is
systematically developed throughout.  The thesis should be logically developed,
building up your arguments point by point, and display a critical and analytical
approach to the subject.  Descriptive material should normally be avoided unless it
contributes to the argument or is necessary background.  It is not enough simply to
summarize the collection of books and articles that you have read about the topic.  A
good paper needs to analyze the critical question(s), provide an assessment of the
existing knowledge about the topic, the significant contributions which you have
made to that knowledge through research and analysis, and express your own
original thoughts and conclusions.

It follows that you are required to examine the evidence (normative, empirical, etc.)
critically.  Do not commit the fallacy: the proposition that something must be true
simply because Professor X said it or wrote it.  Nor should you reason by example.
First state the claim, give your reasoning for the claim, and then, if helpful, provide
examples.  Your task as a writer is to examine the evidence and the arguments, and
then provide a orderly analysis and come to your own conclusions.

Your argument must have depth and balance.  Avoid making superficial claims,
which will not stand up to scrutiny.  Do not make the mistake of regarding all
possible counter-arguments as ‘irrelevant’.  Important alternative views must be met.
Refute them if possible.  If not, take them into consideration in your final assessment
and give your reasons for having doubts about their validity.  Similarly, do not

mailto:gostin@law.georgetown.edu


ignore evidence that does not support your case.  Examine all the available evidence.
Superficiality is a common defect in papers.  If you adopt a single perspective, you
must demonstrate a critical awareness of its strengths and weaknesses.

Your paper should be organized systematically: (1) state clearly your thesis (a
proposition laid down or stated, especially as a theme to be discussed and proved, or
to be maintained against attack), (2) explain how you will systematically develop
your thesis (forms of reasoning—e.g., logical argument, empirical evidence, case
studies), (3) provide a roadmap (statement of how the paper will be organized), (4)
proceed to systematically develop the thesis throughout your paper.  Be sure to write
clearly with thesis paragraphs, topic sentences, and transitions—all necessary for
lucid writing.

B. Planning and Guidance.  Plan your research and start your reading and writing well in
advance. This syllabus lists assignments and when they are due.  This is intended to
help guide your approach to research and writing.  You should pick a topic that
closely interests you, but make sure that it fits with the seminar material.
Remember, it is your paper, so we will not propose topics for you.  But we will be
happy to talk with you about your ideas.  You should discuss the general scope and
approach of your paper with us. 

Once you have selected and defined your topic, and done some initial reading, draw
up a draft plan.  In the first instance, the plan is likely to be simply a list of research
questions.  You will add new aspects as you do more research, while others will be
eliminated as irrelevant.  Do not expect your first plan to remain fixed; completing
any project is a dynamic process and it is likely to change as you develop your
reading and research.  Often your paper will develop with a cyclical process: you
begin with a rough idea of what might be found or argued, you modify this idea as
you get into the topic, discard some ideas and concentrate on others, refine the
research question, and so on.

Your thesis statement at the beginning of your paper (which should not be confused
with the “topic” [“This paper discusses…”] or a “roadmap” [“This paper will cover,
first, second…”]) is particularly crucial.  Spend a great deal of your conceptual
efforts in constructing a lucid and well-reasoned thesis statement.

We will help you plan and outline the paper, but the project needs to be an
independent piece of work.  The purpose of the paper is to give you a chance to show
your capacities for independent work, and to contribute to academic discussion and
debate.  It should be your own unaided effort.  You should find the process and
ultimate completion of the paper to be one of the best experiences of your academic
career—something that you can be proud of.

C. Abstract.  At the start of your paper you should include an abstract (approximately 300
words).  The abstract should outline your topic, the main thesis, the methodologies,
and your final conclusion.

D. Length.  The paper can be of any reasonable length, subject to Law Center requirements



(see below).  We are more interested in quality, not quantity.  A good estimation is
25 pages with a maximum of 35 double spaced pages. 

E. Footnote/Endnote Style.  The preferred form is Bluebook (see below), but we will
accept any recognized, consistent style with prior permission—University of
Chicago, JAMA, etc.

F. Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement.  Georgetown University Law Center has the
following requirements: (1) use legal forms of citation unless you get prior approval
(see above); (2) submit an outline and a first draft, in accordance the instructions in
this syllabus; (3) submit a revised final paper based on the Professor’s comments;
and (4) both the first draft and the final paper must be at least 6,000 words
(excluding notes), which is approximately 25 typed pages using customary margins
and spacing.  All work must be yours in consultation with the Professor or must be
cited for attribution to others.

PLEASE FOLLOW ALL THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY
 
Good luck with the writing process, which we hope you will find rewarding.

WEEKLY READING ASSIGNMENTS

The AIDS Pandemic: Complacency, Injustice, and Unfulfilled Expectations [“AIDS”]

Case studies and handouts will be distributed in class

Jan. 14
Class 1

Introduction to the Class                                                     

AIDS: Foreword
Preface 

Jan. 21 **NO CLASS DUE TO MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY**

Jan. 28
Class 2

AIDS in the Courtroom                                                     



 AIDS:

Handout:

Case
Study:

Chapter 3: The AIDS Litigation Project: Privacy, Discrimination, and
Vulnerable Persons

Taylor v. Rice (D.C. Cir. 2006)
http://pacer.cadc.uscourts.gov/docs/common/opinions/200606/05-
5257a.pdf

DKT Intern., Inc. v. U.S. Agency for Intern. Development (D.C. Cir.
2007)

Tort liability and the blood supply.

Feb. 4
Class 3

Rights and Dignity                                                                                                          
                                 
AIDS: 

Handout:

Chapter 4:  Human Rights and Public Health 

David P. Fidler, Fighting the Axis of Illness: HIV/AIDS, Human Rights,
and U.S. Foreign Policy, 17 Harv. Hum. Rts. J. 99 (2004)

Feb. 11
Class 4

Rights and Dignity, cont’d                                                                     

AIDS:

Handout:

Chapter 5: Health Informational Privacy in the HIV/AIDS Epidemic
Chapter 6: Stigma, Social Risk, and Discrimination

Bragdon v. Abbott, 524 U.S. 622 (1998)

Feb. 18 **NO CLASS DUE TO PRESIDENTS DAY**

THURS
Feb. 21
Class 5

 **NOTE THURSDAY CLASS MEETING TIME**              

Policy, Politics, and Ethics       

http://result�����	�	
http://result�����	�	
http://result�����	�	


WR:

AIDS:

Hand-
out:

PAPER TOPIC PROPOSALS DUE:  Students must submit their initial
paper topics for the consideration and approval of the Professor.  The topic
must be relevant to the subject matter of the seminar, touching on health
law and ethics.  Once approved, students are strongly encouraged not to
consider changing the nature of the topic, although changes in the thesis
are expected. 

Chapter 7: Testing and Screening in the HIV/AIDS Epidemic: A Public
Health and Human Rights Approach 

(Chapter 8: National HIV/AIDS Reporting)

Richard Holbrooke, Still Losing the AIDS Fight, Washington Post,
October 9, 2007
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2007/10/08/AR2007100801342.html

Lawrence O. Gostin, HIV Screening in Health Care Settings: Public Health
and Civil Liberties in Conflict?, 296 JMA 2023-2025 (2006).

Daniel Halperin, AIDS Prevention: What Works? Washington Post,
October 23, 2007
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2007/10/21/AR2007102101368.html

Feb. 25
Class 6

Policy, Politics, and Ethics, cont’d    

WR:

AIDS:

Handout:

Case
Study:

SHORT THESIS PROPOSAL DUE: A well-crafted thesis is integral
to the development of a high quality research paper.  Students must
present a written document of several paragraphs stating the thesis which
the student expects to systematically develop through research and
argument.  The thesis is the theory or main idea of the paper—the
principal point the paper advances. The thesis is not the same as the topic
(“this paper will cover X”), but the central theme (i.e., what the paper
seeks to demonstrate, the method of argumentation, and why it is
important).

(Chapter 9: Piercing the Veil of Secrecy: Partner Notification, the Right
to Know, and the Duty to Warn) 

Ian Ayers & Katharine Baker, “A Separate Crime of Reckless Sex,” 72
U. Chi. L. Rev. 599 (2005)

The Power or Duty to Inform Sexual or Needle-Sharing Partners of the
Risk of Transmission

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/08/AR2007100801342.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/08/AR2007100801342.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/21/AR2007102101368.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/21/AR2007102101368.html


Mar. 3 **NO CLASS DUE TO SPRING BREAK**

WR: ASSIGNMENT OF STUDENT PEERS:  Each student is assigned a
“student peer” on the basis of the student’s chosen topic.  Assignments
attempt to combine students with similar topics.  Student peers help each
other with researching and writing throughout the remainder of the
seminar.  They are encouraged to assist with any questions their assigned
peer may have, exchange research suggestions, outlines, and first drafts,
and assist with presentations.

Mar. 10
Class 7

Policy, Politics, and Ethics, cont’d                                   

AIDS:

Handout:

Chapter 10: The Politics of AIDS: Compulsory State Powers, Public
Health, and Civil Liberties 

TBA

Mar. 17
Class 8

Special Populations                                                                    

AIDS:  

Case
Study:

WR:

Chapter 11: Testing, Counseling, and Treatment after Sexual Assault 
Chapter 12: Rights and Duties of Health Care Workers Living with
HIV/AIDS 

A Health Care Worker with HIV Infection 

DETAILED OUTLINE DUE: Although a previous version of the outline
was already constructed to supplement the thesis statement, now is the time
to revisit the outline and strengthen it so that the structure and coherence of
the paper is guaranteed.  A detailed outline finalizes the initial groupings
that were made and re-evaluates whether they will be the best
organizational approach for the paper that is in progress.

Mar. 24
Class 9

Special Populations, cont’d                     
                                                                       



AIDS:

Handout:

Case
Study:

Chapter 13: Perinatal Transmission of HIV: Controversies in Screening
and Policy 
Chapter 14: The Interconnected Epidemics of AIDS and Drug
Dependency

Women’s Health and Human Rights in HIV Prevention Research (361
Lancet 68, Jan. 4, 2003)

Breast-feeding and Vertical Transmission of HIV:  Assessment of Policy
and Research

Mar. 31
Class 10

Student Presentations                                                    

Apr. 7
Class 11

Student Presentations                                     

Apr. 14
Class 12

AIDS in the World                         

WR:

AIDS:

Handou
t

FIRST DRAFT OF PAPER DUE!: Students must bring three copies of
their first draft to class.  These papers should not be partial drafts or mere
extended versions of the outline.  Rather, these drafts should feature
complete analysis of all headings and subheadings and more extensive
footnoting.  These papers allow the Professor, Fellow, and student peer to
fully review the student’s topic and provide meaningful commentary and
suggestions.

(Chapter 15: Screening and Exclusion of Travelers and Immigrants) 
Chapter 16: The Global Reach of HIV/AIDS

Marcia Angell, The Truth About the Drug Companies, 51 New York
Review of Books 12, Jul. 15, 2004
 http://www.nybooks.com/articles/17244
Amir Attaran, How do patents and economic policies affect access to
essential medicines in developing countries? 23 Health Affairs 155 (2004)
http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/23/3/155

Apr. 21
Class 13

Student Presentations

Apr. 28 Final papers due for students graduating in May! Submit papers to
the Office of the Registrar.  No paper extensions will be granted
except in emergency situations.

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/17244


May 13 FINAL PAPERS DUE! Submit papers to the Office of the Registrar. 
No paper extensions will be granted except in emergency situations.
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