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Course Description 
 
Medicine is a long-standing profession which centers around the basic virtues of 
care, commitment and compassion. Today, physicians find themselves facing 
more controversial issues than ever before. Issues such as informed consent, 
confidentiality, end of life care, organ donation, abortion, allocation of resources, 
maternal/fetal rights, euthanasia, medical futility, and others will be discussed in 
an attempt at helping you deal with them with courage armed with moral 
wisdom.  
In addition, this course will increase your awareness of the broad range of ethical 
issues that you might face at the bedside, will allow you to examine the strengths 
and weaknesses of numerous possibilities of dealing with them and will 
reinforce your personal sense of compassion, commitment and care that will help 
you become the physicians you aspire to be.  
 
In PPS2, you will be attending lectures, partaking in discussions, dealing with 
real case studies and watching documentaries. Most importantly you will learn 
the skill of ethical decision making at the bedside. 
 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: 
 
1. Knowledge 
By the end of the course the student will be able to: 

• Realize (recognize) the important ethical issues that arise in the practice of 
medicine 

• Become familiar with ethical, legal, and policy considerations pertaining 
to a number of issues related to health-care 

• Become familiar with the various approaches to ethical decision making 
• Understand why others hold different positions and opinions.  
• Recognize the value of meaningful communication among physicians and 

patients in the clinical setting  
• Appreciate the importance of ethical principles that govern the doctor 

patient relationship e.g. confidentiality, beneficence, justice, truth-telling, 
admission of errors 

 
2. Attitude 
By the end of the course the student will: 

• Be sensitized to common ethical dilemmas during their clinical practice 
• Appreciate the nature of moral dilemmas in general and moral issues that 

are encountered in clinical situations in particular. 
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• Realize the importance of team work among different health-care 
professionals. 

• Develop awareness of, and respect for, the values and perspectives of 
others. 

 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
 
Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to: 
 

• Analyze ethical issues and dilemmas that might arise in a clinical 
encounter 

• Discuss the major ethical, legal and policy considerations pertaining to 
issues related to health care. 

• Provided with a case, discuss major ethical theories  
• Articulate your views in group discussions, being respectful of the 

positions that others may hold. 
• Describe the value of meaningful communication among physicians and 

patients in the clinical setting. 
• Discuss the importance of ethical principles that govern the profession of 

medicine. 
• Demonstrate ability to work in teams with different members of the health 

care team. 
• Defend (Justify) the ethical position that you take vis-à-vis a certain ethical 

controversy that you might face in the clinical encounter 
 
 
COURSE POLICIES & PROCEDURES: 
  
GENERAL COURSE POLICIES: 
 

1. Attendance & Tardiness: You are expected to attend all scheduled 
activities and to be on time. Attendance will be recorded via a sign-in 
sheet.  Note that it is your responsibility to make sure that your 
attendance is recorded on each day’s sign-in sheet.  Attendance, including 
punctuality, is part of your evaluation for professionalism. Negative 
evaluations may result in reduced grades and, in serious cases, referral to 
the Medicine III Class Teaching Committee. 

 
 

2. Communication by way of E-mail: You were each given an AUB email 
address. Please make sure you check your e-mail regularly for messages 
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or announcements pertaining to the course. You are responsible for all the 
information that is sent to you in connection to this course.  

 
3. Academic Integrity:  Academic Integrity is based on recognizing 

individual achievement that lies at the core academic culture. As such, 
each and every faculty member and student belongs to a culture where 
academic integrity is essential. The AUB has set standards of academic 
conduct, procedures and sanctions available at 
http://pnp.aub.edu.lb/university/handbook/158010044.html . Make sure to 
familiarize yourself with them.  Any violation of academic integrity will 
not be tolerated and will result in significant repercussions. The Faculty of 
Medicine has its own policy on academic integrity which you can also find 
at the end of this syllabus. 

 
4. Evaluation: At the end of the year, you will each be asked to fill a course 

evaluation form.  Please make sure to fill out the forms with objectivity. 
Filling this form is essential in order to modify, improve on or keep the 
course as is. If you have any additional comments, please feel free to send 
them to the Medical Ethics Course Coordinator Dr. Thalia Arawi 
(ta16@aub.edu.lb) and to the Assistant Dean for Medical Education Dr. 
Ramzi Sabra. (rsabra@aub.edu.lb). Information received via email will be 
treated confidentially. 

 
ASSIGNMENT POLICIES: 
 

1. Papers: Each student will have to submit 2 short papers (Font 12, Times 
New Roman, Space 1.5 and submitted on Moodle). More information will be 
given on Moodle in due time. 

a. Paper 1 : In this paper you will select an actual case from you 
experience during your clerkship and you should be prepared to 
discuss the case upon request. The case should be one which poses a 
significant ethical dilemma. The paper has to conform to the 
following instructions: 

 The ethical dilemma must be recognized and explained 
clearly 

 The role of the various parties involved in the case must be 
clearly explained 

 The case should be analyzed with the goal of resolving the 
dilemma by giving a recommended alternative course of 
action 

 The relevance of values and value judgments should be 
clearly indicated 
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 Notions learned in Biomedical Ethics must be used while 
discussing the dilemma. 

 Names of health care professionals and patients involved 
must remain confidential and hence should not be reported. 

 

b. Paper 2: In this paper, you will be required to write an op-ed (editorial) 
article, suitable for publication in a newspaper, in which you represent your 
own personal view to the public or to policy makers on an ethical issue related 
to medicine (e.g. ethical codes, medical practices, laws, court rulings, 
controversies, recent issues in the news, recent developments in technology, 
etc). The essay should be approximately 500-600 words long.  Make sure to 
address the following points: 

 What is the issue?  
 Why is it relevant?  
 What ethical issues are at stake?  
 Who are the stakeholders affected by it?  
 Where do you stand vis-à-vis this issue?  
 Justify your position (this is the most important part 

of the editorial).  
 Make sure you reference your information using 

correct citation styles.  
= 

2. Late work: Due dates are set as stated.  Incomplete or late assignments 
will be penalized out of fairness to those who complete the assignments 
on time. The penalty will consist of 5 points (out of 100) if the work is 
submitted within one week after the due date. Beyond that, no work is 
accepted unless there are serious extenuating circumstances. You will 
have to defend your case to the Course Coordinator and to the Assistant 
Dean for Medical Education.   

 
Assignment Policies for PPS2: 
 

1. Examinations:  One multiple choice will be given at the end of the course.  
Students are expected to take the quizzes on the assigned date.  Make-up 
exams are given if and only if the reason of being absent is deemed valid by 
the Course Coordinator and the Assistant Dean for Medical Education.  

 
2. Readings: There are no required textbooks for this class. Selections from 

books, journals and the internet will be posted on Moodle. Students are 
encouraged to read the assigned materials for each session before coming to 
class.   
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STUDENT ASSESSMENT: 
 
Grading Criteria:  
 

Attendance & Participation 20% 
 Papers 50% (25% each) 
Quiz  30% 

 
 
The papers as well as the quiz will be evaluated by the Course Coordinator and 
another faculty member.  
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
 
PPS2 consists of large lectures clustered thematically given by faculty members 
from different specialties and invited speakers. These lectures are followed by 
small-group case discussions. 
 

• Requirements: 
The content of PPS2 (informational modules, readings, links and some 
presentations per Unit) will be posted on Moodle. 
Modules will be developed for every unit which consists of fairly short readings 
posted by the lecturer. Students are expected to read what is posted on Moodle 
and to use the readings in the discussions.  
 

• Readings: 
There are no required textbooks for this class. Selections from books, journals 
and the internet will be posted on Moodle. Students are encouraged to read the 
assigned materials for each session before coming to class.   
 
Proposed Outline and Schedule for PPS2: 
 

Schedule for Physicians, Patients and Society 2 
Unit Group 1 Group 2 Lecturer 

Welcome & Course Overview 

Sept 19 26 

 
Philosophical Bioethics: How to deal 
with cases  
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End of Life Issues 
Ethical Issues in Internal Medicine 
 Oct3 10 

 

  

Ethical Issues in Surgery 
17 24 

 
  

Ethical Issues in OB/GYN 31 Nov7 
 
 

Ethical Issues in Psychiatry 14 21 
 
 

Ethical Issues in Pediatrics 28 Dec 5 
 
 

 

Paper 1 due Submit by Jan 2 
 
 

Organ Donation & Allocation of 
Scarce Health Resources Dec12 19 

 
 

Physicians and other members of the 
Health Care team Jan 2 9 

 
 

 

The Lebanese Code of Medical 
Ethics 16 23  

Truth Telling and Medical Errors 30 Feb 6 
 
 

Ethics and Genetics 13 20 
 
 

Ethical Dilemmas Facing Medical 
Students 27 Mar 6 

 
 

Research Ethics 13 20 
 
 

Physicians & the Pharmaceutical 
Industry 27 Apr 3 

 
 

Final Quiz April 24  
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Medicine III students will be divided into 2 groups, Group A and Group B.  Each 
topic will be covered over a period of two weeks, one group at a time.  Thus each 
student will have a PPS2 session once every two weeks. 
 
 
 


