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Liberal Studies Degree Program
Course Syllabus BLHV 395-01

Cyberethics

Spring Semester, 2010, Thursdays, 6:15-9:15 PM
January 21-April 22, 2010, No class on March 11th

Instructor: Gladys B. White, Ph.D.
Gladys.White@comcast.net

Course Description

There are a number of legal and ethical issues raised by all of the activities
that occur in cyberspace.  Teenagers’ use of modalities such as Facebook
and My Space, political uses of Twitter and many issues related to the use of
the internet in general, have outstripped the bounds of U.S. case law related
to property, privacy and confidentiality.  In addition, there is a growing body
of information about harms and abuses that take place in cyberspace.  This
new course begins with some basic information about ethical reasoning and
then proceeds to an examination of each of these cyber modalities one by
one.  There will be a careful analysis of the relevant ethical issues in order to
determine how we should respond to the opportunities and challenges
presented in cyberspace.  In addition, legal cases that do exist will be
considered.  The course will have a strong values component, a global
orientation and also provide a lot of opportunity for creative thought on the
part of students.

Course Outline

January 21, 2010 Introduction,  Chapter 1 “The Internet and Ethical
Values,” Spinello, 2006 pp. 1-26, the Reader pp. 1-105.

January 28, 2010 Facebook, My Space and Twitter as social networking
sites, the ethics and the law, additional reading TBA.

February 4, 2010   Chapter 2 “Regulating and Governing the Internet,”
Spinello, 2006 pp. 27-54, the Reader pp. 105-209.
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February 11, 2010  Chapter 3 “Free Speech and Content Controls in
Cyberspace,”  Spinello, 2006 pp. 55-90.

February 18, 2010  Case studies Paper 1 is due.

February 25, 2010 Chapter 4 “Intellectual Property in Cyberspace,”
Spinello, 2006 pp. 91-140, The Reader pp. 210-329.

March 4, 2010  Case studies

March 11, 2010 Spring Break

March 18, 2010  Chapter 5 “ Regulating Internet Privacy,” Spinello 2006 pp.
339-442, The Reader pp. 339-442.

March 25, 2010  Case studies

April 8, 2010  Chapter 6 “Securing the Electronic Frontier,” Spinello  2006
pp. 183-215, The Reader pp. 443-514.

April 15, 2010 Case studies  Paper 2 is due.

April 22, 2010 “Professional Ethics and Codes of Conduct,” The Reader pp.
515-593.  Course Wrap-up.

Required Texts

Spinello, Richard A.  Cyberethics: Morality and Law in Cyberspace, third
edition, Sudbury, MA: Jones and Bartlett, 2006. ISBN-13: 978-0-7637-
3783-2 (pb)

Spinello, Richard A., Tavani, Herman T. (eds.) Readings in Cyberethics,
Boston: Jones and Bartlett, 2001.  ISBN 0-7637-1500-X (pb)

Course Requirements

Students will be required to submit two short papers of approximately 5-7
pages each.  The focus of these papers will be proposed innovation in law
and ethics intended to protect the public from harm, ensure civility in
cyberspace and safeguard personal privacy.  The student may select to focus
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on the Internet in general or on specific modalities such as Facebook, My
Space and Twitter.  In addition, each student is expected to present and
analyze one case study from the assigned readings during classes designated
for this purpose.  Students should attend each class and actively participate
in class discussions.  Each paper will equal 30% of the grade (60% total) and
class participation including case presentation will equal 40% of the grade.

Disability Notice

Please note: If you believe that you have a disability, then you should
contact the Academic Resource Center (arc@georgetown.edu) for further
information.  The Center is located in the Leavey Center, Suite 335.  The
Academic Resource Center is the campus office responsible for reviewing
documentation provided by students with disabilities and for determining
reasonable accommodations in accordance with the American with
Disabilities Act (ADA) and University policies.
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