




INTRODUCTION. 

IN no quarter of the globe are the majesty and loveliness of nature more 
strikingly conspicuous than in America. The vast regions which are compri
sed in or subjected to the republic present to the eye every variety of the 
beautiful and sublime. Our lofty mountains and almost boundless prairies, our 
broad and magnificent rivers, the unexampled magnitude of our cataracts, the 
wild grandeur of our western forests, and the rich and variegated tints of our 
autumnal landscapes, are unsurpassed by any of the boasted scenery of other 
countries. Striking however and original as the features of nature undoubt
edly are in the United States, they have rarely been made the subjects of pic
torial delineation. Europe abounds with picturesque views of its scenery. 
From the mountains of Switzerland to the tame level of the English land
scape, every spot that is at all capable of exciting interest is familiar to the 
admirers of nature, while America only, of all the countries of civilized man, 
is unsung and undescribed. 'fo exhibit correct delineations of some of the 
most prominent beauties of natural scenery in the United States is the object 
of the work of which the first number is now offered to the public. Should 
sufficient encouragement be received, it is intended to continue the series and 
to present to the public view most of those spots which are remarkable for 
their historical interest or natural beauty. 
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BURNING OF S .. ~VANNAH-GEORGIA. 

THis calamitous event, the second of the same kind that had taken place 
within a few years, occurred on the night of the eleventh of January, 18!!0. 
The season had previously been uncommonly dry, scarcely a drop of rain 
having fallen for four months; the weather was intensely cold; and a strong 
wind was blowing from the north-west when the flames were first discover
ed. The devouring element flew . from house to house with an eagerness and 
rapidity that seemed to mock at human opposition. Buildings of every de-

. ' 
scription, many of the greatest strength, some supposed to be fire-proof, were 
in a few minutes completely destroyed. In the shoa·t space of six or seven 
hours, four hundred and sixty-three houses were consumed. Hundreds were 
deprived of a refuge, and many respectable families reduced to indigence. The 
positive value of the pa·operty destroyed is said to have exceeded four millions 
of dollars. Liberal subscriptions were made in the principal cities and states 
for the relief of the unfortunate sufferers, but the sums thus contributed re
lieved only a very trifling part of the loss sustained. 
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VIEW ABOVE THE FALLS OF SCHUYLKILL. 

THE river Schuylkill rises north west of the Kittatinny mountains in the 
state of Pennsylvania, and after passing through a romantic and champaigne 
country in a direction nearly parallel with the Susquehanna and Delaware, 
empties into the latter river about five miles below Philadelphia. At about 
the same distance above the city it breaks over a ridge of rocks, forming a 
very pleasing and picturesque scene. The annexed view represents the ap
pearance of the stream a short distance above the falls and near the spot 
where the Wissahiccon creek unites itself to the river. The time at which 
the painting was taken was morning. ..~ clear but mild light was thrown 
over the scene; and the pure water was nnru:Oled, except by the ripple of 
the light bark that had just floated over its surface. 
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.FALLS OF ST. ANTHONY. 

TuE Falls of St. Anthony on the Mississippi, were so called by father 
Hennepin, a French missionary who travelled in North America about the 
year 1680. The whole river, which at a short distance above is about nine 
hundred yards in width, is here compressed into a space of about two hund
red yards, and falls perpendicularly about thirty feet according to Carver, 
and fifteen or sixteen according to lieutenant Pike. The descent continues 
through a succession of rapid.s to St. Peter's, a distance of eleven miles. 
The country around these Falls is said to be exceedingly beautiful. It is 
not an uninterrupted plain where the eye finds no relief, but is composed of 
many gentle ascents, which in the spring and summer are covered with 
verdure, and interspersed with little groves that give a pleasing variety to 
the prospect. 

The view from which the annexed engraving is copied was taken and co~ 
loured on the spot by captain Watson of the British navy. 
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"LYNIIAVE~ IllVER-VIllGINIA .. 

LYNHAVEN bay or harbour is on the coast of Virginia, at the bottom of the 
Chesatleake bay, between the mouth of Jatnes river and Ca1•e Henry. Lyn
haven river flows into it. 'rhe present view was taken from an eminence 
in Princess Anne county, about twelve miles from Norfolk. The surround
ing country is remarkably rich and beautiful; the waters abound with fish; 
and game of every description an•l in great abundance frequent the banks of 
the numerous creeks and inlets belonging to this river. Lynhaven bay be
came famous in the last war as the chief rendezvous of the British fleet in 
the Chesapeake. From this quarter issued those celebrated bands which, un
der the orders and personal guidance of ad1niral Cockburn, carried ruin and 
desolation wherever they went, spared neither churcht~s nor cottages, and 
visited the utmost severity of ,~var upon the unotfending inhabitants. 

At a distance may be seen [Iampton Itoads, with vessels at anchor. 
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VIEW OF 'l~BE SPOT WIIERE GENERAL ROSS FELL. 

ON the 11th of Septeml•er 1814, a British fleet appeared off the mouth of 
the Patapsco, about fourteen miles from Baltimore, and on the succeeding 
day the troops, to the number of about four thousand, were landed, and took 
up their. march for the city. About 10 o'clock in the morning of the'" 1~th, 
general Ross, with an advanced reconnoitring party, fell in with a small body 
of Americans under captain Aisquith. A skirmish ensued, in the course of 
which general Ross was mortally wounded, and the Americans fell back on 
their main body. The engagement that followed at Bear-creek and the re
treat of the invaders to the ships, are too well }{nown to require to be re
counted. 1~he death of general Ross was caused by a rifle, but the exact 
period at which it happened and the circumstances which accompanied it are 
not well ascertained. Antl thus this presumptuous commander, who is said 
to have declared that he did not care "if it rained militia," paid the forfeit 
of bis life for his mistaken contempt of that species of troops. 
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JONES'S FALLS. 

JoNES's Creek, or Jones's ·Falls, as it is termed from its numerous rapids 
or cataracts, is a beautiful stream which rises about fourteen miles above 
Baltimore, and after descending a hilly country, passes through that city 
into the ·Patapsco. It affords perhaps more valuable mill-seats than any 
other stream of the same size in the United States, and abounds in roman
tic and striking scenery. On the 9th of 6~ugust f817, the sudden fall of an 
unusual quantity of rain, caused it to overflow its banks, and precipitated 
its torrent with awful violence. Mill-dams, bri•lges and houses were swept 
away, and part of the city of Baltimore was inundated to the depth of ten 
or fifteen feet. An immense amount of property was destroyed, and. n1any 
human lives were lost on this distressing day. 'rhe annexed view represents 
one of the falls at the ordinary height of the strean1. 
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VIEW ON SPIRIT CREEK-GEOR.GIA. 

SuPERSTITioN, which in all countries has peopled the dark and lonely glens 
with uneart~ly beings, probably gave its present appellation to this secluded 
stream. The names of American rivers and creeks, however, are far from 
indicating, in general, much poetical imagination. The original Indian ap
pellations have been too often discarded for others less sonorous, though 
more intelligible and homely. Sometimes the names of European rivers are 
borrowed, and applied to streams differing in every respect from their for
eign prototy·pes. 

At the moment in which the present sketch was taken, the aspect of the 
heavens seemed to correspond with the gloom of the scenery. Blacl{ and 
solemn clouds overhung the observer's head, rain had begun to fall in broa'd 
and heavy drops, the wind roared through the forest, and the rumbling of 
distant thunder might have been mistaken by the "belated cottager" for the 
hoarse threatening of the spirit of the stream. 
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VIEW ON l"HE WISAHICCON CltEEI{-PENNSYLVA~IA. 

THE Wisahiccon creek rises in ~lontgomery county, about twenty miles 
from I>hiladelphia, and after numerous windings, unites with the Schuyl
kill, a short distance above the falls of that river. Nothing can be more pic
turesque than the scenery through which this 'vild and beautiful stream 
passes. Ilushiug~ as it does, sometimes through dark and romantic forests, 
and then winding through level and verdant landscapes, it presents numer
ous scenes upon which the talents of the poet or the painter might be exer
cised with advantage. 

The present view was ta~ien of a spot about four miles north of the junc
tion of the Wisahiccon with the Schuylkill. The landscape is lighted up by 
an afternoon sun, which strikes it in the centre, through a transient opening 
in the clouds. Bald and broken rocks present themselves on one side, and 
on another are seen long slopes of rich verdure covered with cattle. 
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VIEW OF NORFOLK-VIRGINIA. 

THE borough of Norfolk is situated on the east bank of Elizabeth river, 
eight miles from its entrance into 1-Jampton roads, and thirty-two from the 
sea. It has a safe and comntodious barbour, large enough to contain three 
hundred ships, and is advantageously situated for foreign trade. On the 1st of 
January, t776, Norfolk was bombarded and reduced to ashes by a British fteet, 
and the unfortunate inhabitants deprived of shelter at the most inclement 
season of the y~ar. During the last war with England, they escaped perhaps 
worse outrage, through the bravery of a party of seamen anll militia, station
ed at Craney Island, at the mouth of Elizabeth river, by whom a large force 
of the enemy was defeated in an attempt to advance upon the town. 

']'his view of the port was taken from a spot a little above the navy yard, 
which is indicated by a seventy-four (the Delaware) then building, and since 
lanched. 

. . . 



f'ain<eil Of J.)lww. 

VJrEW JaY MOO JL.IT&JHI1L'\ ID:AR FAYETTE'Vfffi_,;~L.E" 

·r~llbllishea by Mo Ctn·ey \)(Son ]JlUlladelphifU, 
f 

\ 



VIE\V BY MOONLIGHT, NEAR FAYETTEVILLE-N. CAROLINA. 

ON the road from Raleigh to Fayetteville, the traveller passes through long 
tracts of close forest, which even in the day time are sufficiently dark and 
gloomy. At night the dreariness of the scene is occasionally relieved by the 
cheerful blaze of fires lighted. by the farmer on his way to market, and around 
which he reposes with his family. 

Pine trees intermingled with the ash, the swamp white oak, and various 
other trees, among which aa·e cedars of giant size, are seen for fifty miles to
gether, coveret.l with an immense quantity of green moss, which hanging as it 
does, pendant frotn their highest tops, gives the country, otherwise flat and un
interesting, a wild and singular appearance. 
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VIEW NEAR THE FALLS OF SCHUYLI\.ILL. 

THE banks of the Schuylkill are uncommonly romantic and picturesque. 
This beautiful stream sometimes sleeps beneath overhanging and precipi
tous rocks covered with forest trees, under whose shade the original in
habitants of the country may have reposed themselves after the fatigues of 
the chase, and sometimes glides by a sloping and luxuriant plain rich in 
vegetation and the cultivation of civilized man. 1"he present view is taken 
from an opening or lane which leads from the main road to Germantown 
above the Falls; it looks over the river, which is hid in the valley, and the 
eye is chiefly directed to the pleasing effect produced by the light on the 
opposite hills. 





_,• 
/ . 

-:) I 

SEPULCHRE o~~ W ASHJNG'l"ON. 

FHOM A DRA\-VING MADE ON THE SPOT BY CAPTAIN WATSON OF THE BRITISH NAVY. 

A J>AJNTF.R'S license has been taken in regard to the number and size of 
the ~rees with 'vhich the hillock is covered, by anticipating what a few 
years will probably bring about. 

This rude and decaying tomb of the most pure and faultless of patriots 
has long been the subject of reproach to his countrymen. " Shall any fu
ture patriot," it has been asked, "hope to have his memory perpetuated 
while Washington lies neglected. Not a stone tells the stranger where tbe 
hero is laid. No proud column declares that his country is grateful. If but 
an infant perish, even before its smiles have touched a parent's heart, a 
parent's love marks with . some honour the earth that covers it. 'Tis the last 
tribute which the humblest pay to the most humble." The true mo~ument 
however of the patriot is his country. " Si qureris monumentum circum
spice," was inscribed on the tomb of a great English architect, and with 
equal propriety might it be said of Washington; if you would seek his mon
ument look at the country he served, at the republican institutions he loved 
and fostered, and at the humble farm to which he retired when am.bition 
had. no influence and power no charms. 
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VIGNETTE. 

'fHE annexed Vignette, is designed to represent the simple and tasteful monument erected to the me
mory of those \vho fell in the engagement at North-Point, near Baltimore. It is situated about four 
hundred yards from the spot at which general Ross received his mortal wound. 

The repulse of the British troops from Baltimore, and the death of their arrogant and barbarous lea
der, took place on nearly the same day with the retreat of the invaders from Plattsburgh, after witness
ing the surrender of their accompanying fleet to an inferior squadron of Americans. The honour and sa
tisfaction of these triumphs were heightened by the reflectio-n, that in both instances the discomfiture of 
the enemy's d.isciplined troops was mainly ·effected by a s·pecies of force which the regular troops of Eu
rope profess to hold in contempt. The volunteers of Baltimore had newly left their ho1nes, were un
trained in the art of war, and had never heard a hostile gun; but trusting to the goodness of their cause, 
and animated by an ardent love of their country, and a deep sense of the wrongs done her by the inva
ders, their resistance was so stubborn as to convince the enemy he had nothing to hope for from a se
cond attack. It has been appositely said. of the city of Baltimore, that she gives graves to her invaders 
and. monuments to her defenders. The honours she has paid to the memory of those who perished in her 
defence, have arisen from sound views of human nature, as well as from e·motions of gratitude for the 
past. "The storied urn and animated bust," though fruitless as respects the dead, are of incalculable 
value as incentives to the living. Patriotism catches new warmth over the ashes of patriots. Honour, 
though it be posthumous, may inspire some with whom patriotism is not an animating passion. In a com
munity like this, composed in some measure of discordant materials, and apt to be distracted by political 
contests, monuments like these are of singular importance. When they record and extol the devotedness 
of men for whom life and home had abundant charms, the selfish and sordid passions must be abashed, 
and party spirit can hardly fail to lose its bitterness in contemplating the common memorial of men of 
all parties who offered themselves up for the general good . 
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·VIEW OF OYSTER COVE.-LYNHAVEN RIVER. 

THE annexed view •·epresents one of the innumerable little inlets that empty 
themselves into the various rivers by which the great bay of the Chesapeal{e 

is fed. The view of Lynhaven Bay, given in the second number, was taken 
from nearly the same spot but looking in a contrary direction. Oyster Cove, is 

a quiet romantic scene, and well suited to the pencil of the artist. Let the rea
der imagine a smooth bed of bright yellow sand of about forty or fifty acres, 
covered with a pure transparent water, in which as in a mirror, all surround
ing objects are brightly pictured, and on the surface of which an innumerable 
host of wild fowl are scattered. Enclosing the upper end, is an amphitheatre 
of lofty oaks and pines growing close to its bank upon a s·mall eminence, and. 
throwing an agreeable shade over the water. This clear inlet abounds with 
fish which may be seen playing in every direction; and with the different 
species of game that are found here, atford a plentiful source of amusement 
to the sportsman. 
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HELL GATE.-NEW YORI{. 

HuRL Gate, or as it is more commonly termed. Hell Gate, is a narrow strait 
of the East River, formed by a projecting point of Long Island, nearly oppo
site to Haerlem, and eight miles north-east of New York. 

The annexed view was taken from the grounds of Mr. Gracie, which com

mand one of the :finest prospects on the East River. The scene was delineated 
during the rising of a dark cloud which overcast the water and gave it a sin
gular appearance, dividing it by a sharp line into light and shadow. The 
building on the rock to the right hand of the picture, is a fort or block-house. 
The interest of the scene is continually varying, in consequence of the sunken 
rocks which abound in this spot, and give the water a different appearance on 

the return of the tide from that which it exhibits at its setting in. At some pe
riods it boils up and foams, while its tremendous roaring can be heard at a 
great distance; and the frequent whirlpools render navigation dangerous, un
less with skilful pilots. The beauty of the shores of the East River is increased 
by the contrast of their verdure and softness, with its dark and angry billows. 
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VIEW OF PASSAIC FALLS.-NEW JERSEY. 

THE rive•· Passaic, rises from a small lake in Orange County, in the state 
of New York, and pursuing a southerly course, falls into Newark Bay, 
after receiving the Pegannoc and Rockaway rivers, from the west. Its 
length is about eighty miles, but it is navigable only ten miles. 

The fal] of the Passaic, of which a view is given in the annexed plate, is 
one of the most interesiing of the numerous cataracts in the United States. 
It is about eighteen miles distant from New York, and a few hundred yards 
above the village of Patterson, from which place it has sometimes received 
the name of The Patterson Falls. The roads being good, and the country di
versified and picturesque, this cataract is visited by numerous tourists and 
bas become a favourite place of resort for the citizens of New York and 
Philadelphia, during the heat of summer. Above the fall, the river is 
about fifty yards wide. It passes with a gentle and almost imperceptible 
current over beds of limestone, through rich and graceful scenery, till within 
a short distance of a deep cleft in a rock which crosses the bed of the river. 
Down this cleft it is then precipitated in one entire sheet upwards of sixty 
feet, into a kind of basin formed by steep and lofty rocks. The view from 
this height upon the foaming and tossing waters below, is remarkably beau
tiful. Some years since a lady visitant, who was contemplating the scene 
with her husband, became overpowered by dizziness, and fell · into the abyss 
below, from which she was taken out lifeless. 



VlE''\r 01~ PASSAIC RIVE11 BELOW TilE FALLS. 

'l~HE falls of the 1-,assaic may be approached by follo~ring the bed of the 
river from the village of Patterson upward. The tour is attended with some 
difficulty, and ·unless 'vhen the water is very low, the traveller will probably 
meet 'vith the inconvenience of "ret feet; but he will be amply remunerated 
by the prospect around him. 1.,he scenery is beautifully various, and the lover 
of the picturesque will enjoy a rich treat. 1\faterials for the finest pictorial 
or l)Oetic sketches abound in these wild and solitary scenes. 'l,he tourist is 
sheltered too from the searching rays of the sun by the high impending rocks 
which rise above his head, covered with trees and shrubs " of various form 
and d.re;" parts of the scenery resembling in some respects that which has been 
so beautifully described in the Lady of the Lake: 

" Aloft, the ash and warrior oak 
Cast anchor in the rifted rock; 
And higher yet the pine-tree hung 
His scattered trunk and frequent flung, 
Where seemed the cliffs to meet on high, 
His boughs athwart the narrowed sky. 
Highest of all where white peaks glance, 
'Vhere glist'ning streamers wave and dance, 
The wanderer's eye can barely view 
The summer heaven's delicious blue, 
So wond'rous wild the whole might seem 
The scenery of a fairy dream." 

Added to these beauties of scenery, the Passaic R.iver possesses attractions 
for the sportsman in the fish with which i.t abounds. .A. boat is sometimes em
ployed by parties of pleasure, and by a little exertion may gain the basin at 
the foot of the cataract represented in the preceding plate. 
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VIEW ON 1"1-IE NORTH RIVER. 

THE scenery of the North River, possesses great variety and is among the 
most remarkable in the United States. This fine stream contributes greatly to 
the commercial prosperity of the state of New York, in being navigable for 
vessels of any burthen one hundred and twenty-five miles from the sea. But 
to the artist, it affords abundant materials for picturesque delineation. The 
view in the annexed plate is taken from the left bank looking up the stream, 
and not far distant from West-Point. In this part of the river, the breadth of 
the stream alternately contracting and expanding, and the contour of the 
banks changing with it, a very striking effect is ·produced. The deep and still 
water, the lofty cliffs, the black over-arching rocks from which moss and wild 
:flowers hang pendant like streamers, the white sail gliding along the surface, 
and contrasting with the dark stream below it, and the moral associations 
of the spot near which some of the most heroic achievements of the revolu
tionary war were performed, give great interest to the scenery of West-Point. 
A little higher up, the river suddenly expands to the breadth, and bas the fea
tures of a lake. Sloping and verdant banks covered with the fruits of human 
labour and cultivation, succeed to the rugged and sterile rocks, and the idea of 
savage strength and sublimity and desolation which the spectator receives 
from the scenery he has just passed, is exchanged for one of soft and pic
turesque beauty. 

The ·present view is taken at a contracted. part of the river, but we shall 
in the progress of this work, endeavour to gratify the public with a se1·ies 
of views of this stream, exhibiting the contrast we have just described. 



> 

rr=========================================================================-=~~-=-==~~-·---
.---------------------------------

I' 
I 

I 
II 

I 

'I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
' 

~~~~~============================~=======-=- - -=-====~-=-~- =- ==============================~==~·· !tun lui ~~ ~ · f..-.·ft,,r. f.'(lfltn·ul /~, . :Ju'lf 

\ ;; T Yj\<J~ \T > 
\ L 1.1 1h .. \ o 



VIEW OF BOLLING'S DAM NEAR PE1.,ERSBURG.-VIRGINI .. 4. 

IT is the common habit of tourists, to estimate the beauty of cascades by 

the height from which the water falls, and to overlook those, however well de
serving of attention, which approach to the character of mere rapids. If we 

were to judge, however, from the system of the greatest masters of delinea
tion, in selecting objects for the exercise of their pencil, we should be war
ranted in coming to a very different conclusion. Poussin, Ruysdeal, and Wil
son, have seldom selected subjects where the water has the appearance of 

falling more than ten or fifteen feet. They thus obtain a command over the 

distant country, and are able to render their landscape more complete as a 
whole. 

1'"be fall represented in the annexed plate, has very much the appearance 

of a natural cataract, and exhibits features of considerable antiquity. The 
dam .was made, however, only a few years ago by the person whose name it 

bears, and at a great expense. The loose and broken rocks which are seen in 
the middle of the stream, and lie scattered on its bank, produce a pleasing ef
fect. Great quantities of shad are caught here in the s·pring, principally by 

means of a small scoop net fixed on a hoop at the end of a pole. 
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