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cirs activities and
achievements 2010-2011
The Center for International and Regional Studies (CIRS) sponsors
major studies of regional and international significance, including research
initiatives in the areas of international relations, political economy, and
domestic politics of the Gulf.
CIRS focuses on two primary areas: research and scholarship and public
affairs programming, including the organization of a variety of intellectuallydriven lectures and events. The following pages outline CIRS achievements
in these areas.

“...a forum for scholarship
& research on international
and regional affairs...”

research and
scholarship
Every academic year CIRS identifies emerging socio-economic and
political trends in the Gulf region, and develops research initiatives
geared towards studying these issues and informing the scholarship.
In the 2010-2011 academic year, CIRS headed four major research
initiatives involving experts and accomplished scholars. CIRS also
hosted a Visiting Scholar and a Post-Doctoral Fellow who worked
under the auspices of Georgetown University’s Qatar campus on a
variety of research initiatives. Three internship positions were also filled.
In addition, CIRS has continued working on its intellectual output by
concentrating on its academic publications and enhancing its regional and
international profile.

WORKING GROUPS
Please see Appendix 2 for a full list of
participants at each event.

As an ongoing part of its research initiatives
program, CIRS organizes several working
groups that convene in Doha to examine a
variety of issues pertinent to the Gulf region
and of significance internationally. The primary
purpose of these projects is to fill in existing
research gaps and to contribute toward
furthering knowledge on prevailing issues
related to security, economic stability, and the
political realm of the Gulf region. Each of
these projects involves prominent scholars of
the Middle East, the Gulf region, and beyond.
The scholars participate by contributing papers
written on a specific topic related to the project.

projects to add to the literature. Under these
broader initiatives, CIRS awards grants and
creates a scholarly forum for studying a variety
of issues related to the Middle East. Through
regular CIRS-sponsored research meetings, the
grant recipients are able to share their research
findings with other academics, policy makers,
and practitioners.
In each of the following working group meetings,
academics and practitioners from the Middle
East region, Europe, and the United States were
invited to Qatar to engage in discussion and
analysis of particular scholarly research projects.

In conjunction with its working group meetings,
CIRS funds empirically-based, original research
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Migrant Labor in the Gulf
October 10-11, 2010

CIRS held its third and final meeting of the
“Migrant Labor in the Gulf ” working group in
Doha, where each participant submitted a draft
paper of their research. The “Migrant Labor in
the Gulf ” initiative was launched in 2008. The
goals of these meetings were for those taking
part to critique each other’s work and give advice
as they prepare their final chapters for inclusion
in the upcoming book.
The working group is composed of experts in the
field of migrant labor who hail from a variety
of different academic disciplines, including
anthropology, sociology, history, and political
science. The working group is also composed
of the CIRS research grant recipients: Andrew
Gardner from the University of Puget Sound,
Arland Thornton, Mansoor Moaddel, Dirgha
Ghimirie, Linda Young-DeMarco, and Nathalie
Williams from the University of Michigan,
Susan Martin from Georgetown University,
Mary Breeding from the World Bank, and
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David Mednicoff from the University of
Massachusetts-Amherst.
Members of the working group adopted
different perspectives on migrant labor. Some
focused on macro trends that drive migration
and define labor patterns within the GCC
and among sending countries, while others
employed ethnographic methods to analyze the
personal and lived experiences of the migrants
themselves.
The working group addressed other significant
issues such as the ‘kefala’ system employed by
many GCC states, human trafficking, illegal
migration, host and sending countries, and
regional regulation efforts. The participants
relied on a variety of data sources, including
in-depth interviews, field observation, survey
research, as well as demographics and other
statistical data. The book will be the first of its
kind to be produced within the region.

The Nuclear Question in the Middle East:
Regional Perspectives
November 7, 2010

CIRS held a second working group meeting
to discuss regional perspectives related to the
ongoing “Nuclear Question in the Middle East”
research initiative that CIRS commenced in
May 2010. The project is designed to look into
nuclear proliferation concerns associated with
the GCC states’ aims of establishing nuclear
power capabilities in the region. Through
close examination of the complex political and
economic issues involved, CIRS aims to bring
new insight into study of the topic.
The meeting was divided into broad thematic
sections, including 1) regional security and arms
control; 2) civilian nuclear energy programs;
3) Israel’s nuclear program and security in the
Middle East; and 4) regional perspectives of
Iran’s nuclear energy program.
The participants began by surveying the security
climate across the region. They noted that the

complexity of arms control and weaponization
in the region is worth further in-depth study.
The participants argued that what is unique
about the state of security in the Middle East
is that, despite always being seriously affected
by foreign influence, many countries in the
region have historically made strategic decisions
against the advice of foreign allies. In the past,
Iraq’s weapons program was closely associated
with Western countries as a buffering measure
against the Islamic Republic of Iran and, yet,
Iraq had its own independent motivations and
initiated various clandestine nuclear programs.
In conclusion, the participants argued that it was
oil and gas prices that have caused the “nuclear
renaissance” in the Middle East. The interest
in nuclear programs is based on actual nuclear
power rather than on the fuel cycle, which may
alleviate fears of enrichment possibilities.
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Political Economy of the Gulf
December 11-12, 2010

CIRS concluded the second session of its
“Political Economy of the Gulf ” research
initiative with a two-day working group meeting
at the Georgetown University in Qatar. Several
experts on the political economy of the Gulf
were invited back to Doha for a second time to
present their chapter submissions and discuss
their original research. CIRS will gather the
chapters in order to submit them for publication
as a book.
The meeting was divided into several sections,
including discussion on the demographic
aspects of the GCC; the GCC monetary union;
the “Dubai Model” of economic diversification;
attempts at establishing knowledge-based
economies in the GCC; the effects of rentierism
on state autonomy; sovereign wealth funds; and
Islamic banking models across the GCC.
The working group participants examined the
fact that over the past few years, the GCC states
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have become increasingly powerful actors on
the global scene, and have become important
markets for foreign investment. In order to
adapt to changes within the global order, the
concept of knowledge-based economies has
become integral to the GCC states’ ambitious
economic diversification attempts. Members of
the working group also looked at the political
and economic possibilities of the GCC states
forming a monetary union and how moving
away from the dollar peg may or may not result
in global imbalances in the value of the dollar.
The participants concluded that many of
the economic and political efforts currently
underway in the GCC fall under a larger plan to
establish the Gulf states as leading international
powers. The GCC states have attempted to
enhance their political stability both regionally
and internationally and to increase their
international bargaining power.

the Nuclear Question in the Middle East:
International Perspectives
January 9-10, 2011

The “Nuclear Question in the Middle East”
working group participants were invited to
Doha to deliver their chapter submissions and
to critique each other’s findings and conclusions.
The papers will be collected by CIRS and
submitted for publication by a university press.
Seven international experts in the field discussed
topics related to the study.
The participants argued that nuclear energy
will always be considered of dual character and
although many countries claim that they will
establish a peaceful civilian program, there always
remains suspicion that the program can be used
for purposes of proliferation. Because a civilian
nuclear program can be modified into a military
one regardless of the original intention, there are
a number of strict international nonproliferation
laws and treaties that countries must adhere to
in order to allay international suspicions.

The nuclear programs of many countries of the
Middle East were presented as case studies,
including Israel, Egypt, Libya, Turkey, Iran,
and the UAE. Countries such as the UAE, for
example, cannot rely on their own oil supplies
for their high energy intensive petrochemical
and water desalinization industries. The energy
and electricity demands in these countries are
extremely high and are only likely to rise in the
future.
The participants discussed some overall themes
that emerged from the meeting, as well as an
overall thematic framework covering the nuclear
issue in the Middle East. In broad terms, the
chapters will address the issue of Middle East
proliferation/nuclearization within the Iranian
and Israeli shadows, as well as the opaque relationship between civilian and security programs,
among other relevant topics.
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research affiliates
In the Fall of 2010, CIRS completed two successful searches for its Visiting Scholar and PostDoctoral Fellow positions. The Visiting Scholar is invited to the Georgetown Qatar campus to
conduct research periodically throughout the year, and the Post-Doctoral Fellowship fully supports
a recent Ph.D. recipient to reside in Qatar and conduct research at CIRS for the period of one
academic year. Both positions are open to scholars in all disciplines working on any area of the Middle
East, with priority given to those working on the Gulf.

Visiting Scholar

post-doctoral fellow

Mary Ann Tétreault

Debra Shushan

Mary Ann Tétreault is the 2010-2011 Visiting
Scholar at CIRS. She is the Una Chapman Cox
Distinguished Professor of International Affairs
at Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas.
Her publications include books and articles
about democratization, social movements,
gender, oil markets, war crimes, international
political economy, world politics, and American
foreign policy.
Her regional focus is the Gulf, with an emphasis
on Kuwait about which she has written many
articles and two books, The Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation and the Economics of the New World
Order and Stories of Democracy: Politics and Society
in Contemporary Kuwait. Her most recent book,
Political Change in the Arab Gulf States: Stuck
in Transition (2011), is co-edited with Gwenn
Okruhlik and Andrzej Kapiszewski.
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Debra Shushan is the 2010-2011 PostDoctoral Fellow at CIRS. Shushan comes to
CIRS from the College of William and Mary
in Williamsburg, Virginia, where she is an
Assistant Professor of Government. The focus
of her research is the foreign policies of Middle
East states.
While at Georgetown, Shushan has been
revising for publication a book manuscript
on Arab foreign policies during the 19901991 and 2003+ Gulf Wars. She and a coauthor submitted for publication an article on
Gulf states as donors of foreign aid, and she
presented a paper on Qatari foreign policy at the
International Studies Association conference in
Montreal in 2011. Shushan will return to her
position as Assistant Professor of Government
at the College of William and Mary in Fall 2011.

cirs research grant Recipients
CIRS launched a grants cycle on “Food Security and Food Sovereignty in the Middle East.” As
part of this initiative, CIRS awarded five grants to support interdisciplinary projects that focus on
examining some of the GCC’s international agricultural and land investments.
1) Industrial Organization of Fresh Foods Value
Chains in the Middle East - Two case studies
from Lebanon and Qatar

2) An Economic Analysis of the Costs of
National Food Sovereignty Policies in the
Middle East: The Case of Lebanon and Jordan

Jad Chaaban, American University of Beirut

Jane Harrigan, University of London

Food sovereignty is challenged by increasingly
globalized supply chains, where international
companies dominate national food markets.
This study aims to examine Middle Eastern
food quality as well as quantity and will address
questions of governance over the food chain.
It attempts to determine what food reaches
consumer markets and at which price, where
the highest profit margins are accumulated. The
researchers will adopt a value chain approach to
analyze the industrial organization of fresh food
markets in Lebanon and Qatar.

This research looks at the economic consequences
of current food sovereignty policies in the
Middle East with case studies of Lebanon and
Jordan. A variety of methodological tools and
techniques will be applied to evaluate each
country’s food security strategy and to assess
the economic costs of the drive towards greater
food sovereignty. Extensive data collection will
take place in each country, in order to quantify
the economic costs and trade-offs involved in
greater domestic food production in the region.

3) External Food Security Strategies: Risks and
Opportunities for the Gulf States

4) Food Security and Food Sovereignty in the
Middle East

Mary Ann Tétreault, Trinity University

Elisa Cavatorta, University of London

Arabian Gulf states are seeking agricultural
land in developing countries. This strategy
offers the possibility of securing reliable longterm food supplies but has been criticized as
risking exploitation of communities in the host
countries. This project will examine two cases
of Gulf-state land investments in developing
country agriculture to develop a long-term
prognosis for this going abroad strategy. The
questions to be addressed are: What risks accrue
to Gulf state investors in pursuing it? What could
increase the likelihood of long-term success?

This project studies the effect of environmental
factors on the spatial patterns of household
food security in the Middle East. It is primarily
aimed at understanding spatial patterns of food
consumption and quantifying the impact of
environmental constraints on food insecurity in
the region.
During the course of this project, two case
studies will be carried out in Syria and the
Palestinian Territories.
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5) Urban Agriculture: A Sustainable Solution
to Alleviating Urban Poverty, Addressing the
Food Crisis, and Adapting to Climate Change
Shady Hamadeh, American University of Beirut
The proposed study will assess existing urban
agriculture in two low-income neighborhoods
in Lebanon and Jordan respectively. The project

will investigate the presence, forms and role of
urban agriculture in contributing to food security,
and to enhancing households’ nutritional and
economic levels. In addition, the proposed
research aims to examine how urban agriculture
may play a role in enhancing environmental
sustainability and helping communities adapt to
the effects of climate change.

research intern
DOAA OSMAN
Doaa is an International Politics major (Class
of 2011) at the Georgetown University School
of Foreign Service in Qatar. She conducts
preliminary research on new projects, assists in
developing profiles of participants in projects,
and helps with research initiatives.

Publication Interns
JIBIN KOSHY
Jibin is an International Politics major (Class
of 2012) at the Georgetown University School
of Foreign Service in Qatar. He worked on
layout and design of publications and assisted
with editing of academic output.

DONIA HASHEM
Donia is a Culture and Politics major (Class of
2012) at the Georgetown University School
of Foreign Service in Qatar. She works on layout
and design of publications and assists with
editing of academic output.
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publications
The Center for International and Regional Studies publishes research and related material in a
variety of formats throughout the academic year. These include, Occasional Papers, Annual Reports,
Newsletters, Books, and English and Arabic language Summary Reports and Briefs. Through its
publications, CIRS provides a forum for in-depth examination of ideas and issues of contemporary
academic and political significance, both in the Gulf region and beyond.
All CIRS publications are available online. To request a free copy of any of the following publications,
contact cirsresearch@georgetown.edu. These publications can also be downloaded as soft copies from
the CIRS website free of charge from: http://cirs.georgetown.edu/publications.

Occasional Papers
The GCC States and the Shifting Balance of
Global Power (2010)
“The GCC States and the Shifting Balance of
Power” maps the changing engagement strategies of the six GCC states in the global order
and examines how they have emerged as powerful global actors in recent years.
The author, Kristian Ulrichsen, is a Research
Fellow on the Kuwait Research Programme on
Development, Governance and Globalization in
the Gulf States at the London School of Economics and Political Science.

Briefs
The Masjid, Yesterday and Today (2010)
Zakaryya Mohamed Abdel-Hady, Associate
Professor of Islamic Thought and Culture at
the Department of Dawa and Islamic Culture
at Qatar University, is the author of “The
Masjid, Yesterday and Today.” This Brief is a
concise academic article that explores the role
of the mosque as a social institution in different
historical and national contexts.

9

Summary Reports
Migrant Labor in the Gulf (2011)
In conjunction with its research initiatives,
CIRS produces Summary Reports that contain
background information on CIRS research
initiatives, collections of paper synopses
delivered at CIRS working group meetings, as
well as participant biographies.
The “Migrant Labor in the Gulf ” Summary
Report details the research findings that were
presented by the “Migrant Labor in the Gulf ”
working group participants during their multiple
meetings in Doha, Qatar.

Newsletters

E-Bulletins

Every academic year CIRS publishes newsletters
detailing all its activities, publications, research
initiatives, and events.

E-Bulletins are periodic CIRS electronic
publications delivered to a comprehensive
international research list-serve.

Both Fall and Spring editions of the CIRS
Newsletter are available in hard copy format as
well as online.

To be added to the mailing list, please contact:
cirsresearch@georgetown.edu
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Arabic Publications
(2011) العمالة المهاجرة في منطقة الخليج

يرسد هذا التقرير املوجز بالتفصيل
النتائج البحثية التي عرضها املشاركون يف
مجموعة عمل العاملة املهاجرة يف منطقة
الخليج أثناء اجتامعاتهم يف الدوحة بقطر
والتي استضافها مركز الدراسات الدولية
واإلقليمية بكلية الشئون الدولية بجامعة
.جورجتاون يف قطر

Books

The International Politics of the Persian Gulf,
published in 2011 by Syracuse University Press,
encompasses various chapters on topics such
as, Saudi foreign policy, the regional effects of
U. S. presence in Iraq, and Iranian regional and
foreign security policies.

Innovation in Islam: Traditions and Contributions,
published in 2011 by University of California
Press, is a book that analyzes concepts of
innovation in jurisprudence, the arts, and social
institutions in the Muslim world.

Please see Appendix 2 for list of contributors and chapter titles.
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public affairs programming
distinguished
lecture series
CIRS hosts Distinguished Lectures featuring respected public figures. Every academic year,
CIRS also collaborates with GU-Qatar faculty to host their annually-appointed speaker.

Zalmay Khalilzad
America and the Middle East:
Future Challenges and Opportunities

December 13, 2010

Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad spoke about
the relationship between the United States and
the Middle East within two different contexts.
The first, he said, “is the framework of thinking
about the Middle East after 9/11, which was a
decisive moment in American history in terms
of its approach to this part of the world” and
the second is the transition to a new approach,
which, he said, was in formation. The word
“transition” implies continuity and change of
current policies as the United States adjusts to
shifts in the global order.
Zalmay Khalilzad has served as the U.S.
Permanent Representative to the United Nations
(2007-2009), U.S. Ambassador to Iraq (20052007), and U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan
(2003-2005).
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Seymour Hersh
The Obama/Bush Foreign Policies:
Why Can’t America Change?
January 17, 2011

Seymour Hersh is a Pulitzer Prize winning
investigative journalist and author on national
security issues for the New Yorker magazine. He
gave a Distinguished Lecture titled “The Obama/
Bush Foreign Policies: Why Can’t America
Change?” before an audience of 800 members of
the community in Doha.
During his lecture, Hersh argued that there was
hope that much of the damage done during
the Bush era would be fixed when the new
administration was sworn in, but, not much
has changed since Obama took office. Many
questionable acts and extraordinary renditions
have continued unabated, he argued. Hersh
expressed his disappointment in what he saw
as Obama’s inability to deliver on his many
political promises.

Karen Armstrong
Faculty Distinguished Lecture
The Core of our Religious Traditions
March 13, 2011

In a joint CIRS and Georgetown faculty
Distinguished Lecture, Karen Armstrong was
invited to share her thoughts on religious
traditions. Armstrong is a former Roman
Catholic nun who left a British convent to
pursue a degree in modern literature at Oxford,
a best-selling author, and UN Ambassador for
the Alliance of Civilizations.
In her lecture, Armstrong defined the
contradictory role of religion in today’s
globalized world by saying that although it
contributes towards the building of a global
community and teaches tolerance among
disparate people, it is also regarded as the main
cause of global violence and conflict. Although
she acknowledged the history of international
conflict based upon religion, she argued that
their specific motivations usually stem from the
more individualistic concerns of a selfish few.

Rashid Khalidi
The Arab Revolutions of 2011
May 22, 2011

Rashid Khalidi, Edward Said Professor of
Modern Arab Studies at Columbia University,
delivered the final Distinguished Lecture of the
academic year on the Arab revolutions of 2011.
Khalidi noted that not enough time has passed
to be able to truly analyze the impact and
consequences of the events, and so he offered
some preliminary observations regarding the
uprisings.
The Arab uprisings, he said, stemmed from
the public’s frustration not only with despotic
Arab regimes, but also with injustices made
global through corporate privatization of public
resources at the expense of social welfare. He
concluded that any new government formed
after the ousting of old regimes must attempt
to fulfill the economic and social needs of their
populaces as they resist Western-style eonomic
globalization practices.
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panels
CIRS organizes a number of panels throughout the academic year featuring distinguished scholars
and experts who offer commentary and analysis on current issues in global affairs.

Iraq in the Balance: Security and Democracy After the U.S.
Troop Withdrawal
Panelists from left: Anthony Cordesman, Rend Al-Rahim, and Laith Kubba

October 19, 2010

In light of the United States’ withdrawal of troops
from Iraq, CIRS organized a panel discussion to
analyze the political upheavals that have taken
place in Iraq and to gauge the possible outcomes.
The panel featured Anthony Cordesman, the
Arleigh A. Burke Chair in Strategy at the Center
for Strategic & International Studies, Laith
Kubba, Director of Middle East & North Africa
at the National Endowment for Democracy, and
Rend Al-Rahim, Executive Director for The
Iraq Foundation.
Discussions and presentations revolved around
issues pertaining to the current security and
military operations in Iraq; the ongoing threat
of violence, the possibility of divisions occurring
amongst the people; democracy becoming the
governing ideology; and the impact that the
withdrawal of U.S. troops will have on Iraq and
its stability.
Cordesman provided an overview of the current
security and military operations in Iraq. In terms
of the ongoing threat of violence, Cordesman
argued that, despite media portrayal, the levels
of violence have decreased and have become
14

concentrated in certain areas. He said that “the
patterns of violence are not easily measurable,”
but, in comparison to Afghanistan, there is
greater stability.”
Al-Rahim gave the second speech in which
she focused on three essential questions. The
first concerns whether Iraq will become divided
along ethnic and religious lines and the second
question wonders whether Iraq will revert to its
historical system of autocratic and authoritarian
rule or whether it will follow democracy as a
governing ideology. The third and final question
she asked was whether Iraq would become a
functional state that is able to maintain security
for its people and deter external threats and
pressures.
The final speaker was Laith Kubba who outlined
the current trends that are driving the Iraqi
political scene, both internally and externally.
He argued that for a combination of economic
and political reasons, the U.S. significantly
reduced its troops. The focus has now shifted
back onto the Iraqi government and its future
responsibilities.

monthly dialogue series
The CIRS Monthly Dialogue Series is designed to present interested community members with a
forum for quiet, thoughtful dialogue with scholars from Georgetown University and elsewhere
about their latest academic endeavors and research agendas. Each month a faculty member or guest
expert is invited to discuss his or her work with the community.

Daniel Westbrook

Education and Market Transition in Viet Nam

August 30, 2010

Daniel Westbrook, an economics professor at
the Georgetown University School of Foreign
Service in Qatar, delivered the August CIRS
Monthly Dialogue lecture. His statistical work
indicates that the impact of education in Viet
Nam is especially significant where labor
market depth is greatest. Thus, he explained
that “education pays off in a big way and this
indicates a very strong incentive to acquire
additional schooling or to invest in the schooling
of one’s children.”

Mary Ann Tétreault

Who Am I? International Education and Identity in the Gulf		

October 4, 2010

Mary Ann Tétreault is the 2010-2011 CIRS
Visiting Scholar. Her lecture was based on the
phenomenon of transplanting foreign universities
into the Gulf. She discussed compatibility
issues between the effects of an American-style
education and the Gulf society into which it is
being transplanted. Long-term issues such as the
question of academic freedom, censorship, and
the role of women in society are just some of the
cultural clashes that are occurring and may have
significant outcomes in the future.
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Miriam Cooke
The Tribal Modern: The Past as Future		
November 7, 2010

		

In her lecture, Miriam Cooke, Professor of Arab
Cultures at Duke University explained that
the historical reference to cultural and tribal
purity, or asala, is a symptom of globalization
and modernity, as nations attempt to rebuild
cultural identities after years of colonial struggle.
She argued that in any of the heritage projects,
whether architectural, sartorial, or linguistic, it is
not an actual tribe that is being revived in many
Gulf countries, but the “idea” of one.

Debra Shushan
Jordan in the Gulf Wars: Foreign Policy and
Regime Survival
December 1, 2010

Debra Shushan is the 2010-2011 CIRS Post
Doctoral Fellow and Assistant Professor of
Government at the College of William and
Mary. Her lecture illustrated key differences
between Jordan’s foreign policy initiatives in the
first and second Gulf wars which, respectively,
occurred in 1990-1991 and from 2003 onward.
In order to explain the drastic change to the
foreign policy stance taken, she stressed the
importance of understanding the regime survival
strategies employed by Jordan.

Thomas Lippman
A Changing Kingdom: Saudi Arabia in 2030
January 10, 2011

Thomas Lippman is Adjunct Senior Fellow
for Middle Eastern Studies at the Council on
Foreign Relations. His lecture revolved around
the likely future shifts in the religious, strategic,
and economic principles of Saudi Arabia. He
argued that over the next two decades, there will
be seismic demographic and economic shifts
that will affect all aspects of life in the Kingdom.
Lippman cautioned that unless serious changes
are made, Saudi Arabia will be overwhelmed by
its own demography, economy, and climate.
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Mohamed Zayani
Transnational Arab Media, Regional Politics and State
Security: Saudi Arabia between Tradition and Modernity		
February 1, 2011

Associate Professor of Critical Theory at the
Georgetown University School of Foreign
Service in Qatar, Mohamed Zayani gave a
social sciences perspective as he delved into
the intricacies of the Saudi media systems.
He explored how the Kingdom came to be an
important media player. “Although lacking
the historical depth which characterizes other
prominent media traditions in the region,”
Zayani noted that “the rise of Saudi media is
remarkable.”

Harold White
The Allure of Mysticism: Kabbalah as Popreligious Culture or Serious Religious Practice?
March 8, 2011

Senior Jewish Chaplain at Georgetown
University, Rabbi Harold White, discussed the
ways in which “Kabbalah” has recently become
popularized. He argued that this trivialized the
mysticism because to truly engage in Kabbalah
one must be a scholar of scripture and familiar
with the history and traditions of religious
practice. Even though we are products of the
modern world, the rabbi concluded, religion
allows us to live a life filled with mystery.

Brendan Hill
Sin and Civil Society: Modernity and Moral
Regulations in 18th Century England
April 6, 2011

Brendan Hill, Associate Dean of Student Affairs
at the Georgetown University School of Foreign
Service in Qatar, argued that the eighteenth
century is widely believed to be a time of
enlightenment and growing secularization
and yet, during this time there was a growing
number of prosecutions for moral offences. His
lecture focused on the jurisdictional shift from
ecclesiastical courts to secular ones and how this
new form of legal control had different effects on
society and individual behavior.
17

focused discussions
Through its Focused Discussions, CIRS provides an intellectual forum for academics, diplomats, and
opinion-leaders to engage with students and community members on a particular topic of interest.

Moderate Islam, the Muslim Community 		
in America, and Inter-Faith Dialogue
Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf

August 24, 2010

Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, a prominent Muslim
leader in the United States and Chairman of the
Cordoba Initiative, visited Qatar during a trip to
the region sponsored by the U. S. Department
of State. He was invited to the Georgetown
University in Qatar campus to talk about
“Moderate Islam, the Muslim Community in
America, and Inter-Faith Dialogue.”

Turkey at the Crossroads: The Last
Referendum and its implications
Birol Başkan

October 6, 2010

Birol Başkan is Visiting Assistant Professor
of Government at the Georgetown University
School of Foreign Service in Qatar. His talk
focused on how the September 12, 2010,
referendum in Turkey left the country at the
crossroads of choice. He questioned whether
Turkey has moved towards a more liberal
democracy or towards religious authoritarianism.
He argued that the decision to vote “yes” or
“no” was considered to be a decision between
“Islamism” and “secularism” in Turkey.
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Time Sticks: Concepts of Time in Islam
Barbara Stowasser

October 25, 2010

					

Barbara Stowasser, Director of the Center for
Contemporary Arab Studies at Georgetown
University, was invited to Doha to talk about the
subject of “Time Sticks” and concepts of time
in Islam to Georgetown faculty, students, and
staff. In her lecture she noted that the concept
of time was essential to the structure of Muslim
communal life. Time of ritual and worship of
Muslim obligation are regulated according to
lunar and solar celestial events.

Researching the Gulf: Thinking Outside
the Box in Qatar
Mehran Kamrava

November 10, 2010

Mehran Kamrava, Director of CIRS and Interim
Dean of Georgetown University in Qatar, gave
a talk at the American University of Beirut’s
Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and
International Affairs. The event was sponsored
jointly by CIRS and IFI. Kamrava discussed
the challenges and opportunities present in
conducting social science research in the Gulf in
general and in Doha in particular, focusing on
projects undertaken by CIRS.

the Results and Consequences of the 		
U.S. Mid-term Elections
Carol Lancaster
November 14, 2010

Carol Lancaster, Dean of the Edmund A.
Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown
University, lectured to a group of Georgetown
faculty and Qatar-based diplomats on the results
of the 2010 mid-term elections. Lancaster argued
that at all presidential elections, the two parties
are regularly being voted in and out. She added
that “it isn’t that they are voting for something;
it is that they are voting against something and
that isn’t a very stable way of governing.”
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Explaining Conspiracy Theories in the 		
Arab World
Matthew Gray		
January 11, 2011

					
Matthew Gray is a Senior Lecturer at the Center for Arab and Islamic Studies, Australian National University in Canberra. He argued that
conspiracy theories are real political language
and are worthy of serious study. Although the
proliferation of unverified stories is a social phenomenon that can easily fall into the exaggerated, these theories remain important indicators
of social fears and can reveal underlying ideas
often ignored by mainstream discourse.

Wikileaks and Intelligence Reform
Carl Ford

January 25, 2011

Carl Ford is a Professorial Lecturer with Georgetown University’s Master of Science in Foreign
Service program (MSFS). He argued that the
freedom of speech principles that Wikileaks is
promoting are naive and impractical in the current political climate. He noted that complete
transparency is an idealistic principle that is sound
in theory, but unsustainable in practice. There are
many incidences where secrecy can and should be
used as leverage to serve national interest.

Popular Uprisings in the Middle East: The
Jasmine Revolution and Its Aftermath
Abdullah Al-Arian, Sharif Elmusa, Daniel Stoll, Mohamed Zayani
February 8, 2011
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CIRS and the faculty of Georgetown University
School of Foreign Service in Qatar held an open
discussion on the political upheavals in Tunisia
and Egypt and the impacts they have on the
Arab world. The discussion featured four experts
from Georgetown’s Qatar campus, allowing
members of the community the opportunity to
ask questions and discuss the events unfolding in
the Middle East.

THE Euro’s Future in the Balance
Ibrahim Oweiss		 				
February 10, 2011

Ibrahim Oweiss is Professor Emeritus of Economics at Georgetown University. His lecture
explored the ways in which the Euro has shaped
and will continue to shape the economies of the
European Union countries. He argued that although the Eurozone is a significant economic
region and has a combined population that exceeds that of the United States, the recent bailouts of Ireland and Greece by Germany have indicated a serious weakness in the zone’s strategy.

Interfaith Dialogue
His Holiness Aram I

February 23, 2011

In collaboration with the Student Affairs department of Georgetown in Qatar, CIRS organized
a lecture where His Holiness Aram I, Head of
the Armenian Church in Lebanon, highlighted
the importance of religion in today’s world. He
argued that globalization and its ensuing pluralism increase the importance of religious participation, rather than decrease it. Religion is part of
the geopolitics of every region, therefore, interreligious dialogue today has become a necessity.

New Geo-Political Realities of the Gulf
Khaled Almaeena
March 22, 2011

Khaled Almaeena, Editor-in-Chief of Arab
News, delivered a lecture in which he explained
the relationship between the Gulf states and
America and how each conducts its foreign
policies. “The main thrust of the Gulf ’s American
relations,” he said, “is based on Saudi-American
relations, which are now like a dysfunctional
marriage” insofar as the two countries get along,
but still do not see eye to eye when it comes to
certain issues.
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Current Events in Cote D’Ivoire, Djibouti, and Sudan
Aly Verjee		
April 10, 2011

						
Aly Verjee, Senior Researcher at the Rift Valley Institute and a specialist on the contemporary politics of Africa discussed current events
in countries in which he has spent significant
amounts of time conducting research. He linked
the countries under discussion by drawing parallels between the ways in which the media has
shaped public perception and response to events
in these places as well as a history of disappointing interpretations of democratic elections,
among other similarities.

A Journey with Islam in the 21st Century
Imam Yahya Hendi
April 18-19, 2011

Imam Yahya Hendi delivered a two-part CIRS
Focused Discussion series taking the audience on
“A Journey with Islam in the 21st Century.” The
lectures were co-sponsored and hosted by the
Museum of Islamic Art in Doha.
The first lecture took place on April 18, 2011,
and focused on “The Paradigms of Islamic Ethics, Human Rights, and Social Justice.” The second lecture highlighted “Women and Gender in
Islamic Religious Texts and Culture.”

Arabs’ Spring: European Insights
H.E. Teodor Baconschi		

April 28, 2011

						
H.E. Teodor Baconschi, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Romania, gave European insights
into the 2011 Arab uprisings taking place in the
Middle East. Attending the lecture were Qatarbased ambassadors and embassy staff, representatives from both regional and international
think-tanks and research institutes, as well as
Georgetown University faculty.
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International Conference
Attendance and Exhibition

middle east studies association (mesa)
San Diego, CA, USA
November 18-21, 2010

Members of the CIRS team traveled to San Diego in November to attend the 44th annual
MESA convention. The convention provided CIRS with a forum to make new professional
contacts with scholars and publishers in the field of Middle East studies and to exhibit CIRS
publications and research initiatives.

doha International Book Fair
Doha, Qatar
November 24-December 4, 2010
CIRS exhibited and distributed its publications and research materials to the local community
and Qatari public at the 21st Doha International Book Fair organized by the Ministry of Culture,
Art and Heritage in Qatar.

international studies association (isa)
Montreal, Québec, Canada
March 16-19, 2011
CIRS attended the 52nd annual ISA convention in Montreal. CIRS exhibited its research
initiatives and distributed its publications and promotional materials to interested academics and
convention attendees.
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appendix 1
cirs staff directory
2010-2011
mehran kamrava
Director
mk556@georgetown.edu

zahra babar
Project Manager
zb36@georgetown.edu

Manages CIRS projects
Initiates CIRS research initiatives

john t. crist
Associate Director of Research
jtc33@georgetown.edu

Develops and oversees CIRS research
initiatives

Assists with layout and design of CIRS
publications

Oversees fellows and grant programs

Assists with editing of CIRS academic
output

Oversees CIRS academic publications
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donia Hashem
Publications Intern
dkh22@georgetown.edu

Jibin Koshy
Publications Intern
jgk32@georgetown.edu

suzi mirgani
Publications Coordinator
sm623@georgetown.edu

Assists with layout and design of CIRS
publications

Writes, edits, and organizes academic
publications and publicity materials

Assists with editing of CIRS academic
output

Manages the CIRS website

Doaa Osman
Research Intern
do66@georgetown.edu

Assists in conducting preliminary research
on new projects
Assists in developing profiles of participants
in projects

Collaborates on CIRS research initiatives

naila habiby sherman
Associate Director for
Administration and Finance
nhs2@georgetown.edu

Manages CIRS administrative operations
Manages CIRS financial operations
Primary contact for vendors

Assists in procuring, printing, and collating
written materials for projects
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Debra Shushan
Post-Doctoral Fellow
dls74@georgetown.edu

Nadia Talpur
CIRS Coordinator
nt257@georgetown.edu

Initiates research initiatives

Provides reception

Maintains CIRS intellectual output

Handles Director’s schedule
Manages contact list

Mary ann Tétreault
Visiting Scholar
maryann.tetreault@trinity.edu

Takes part in CIRS research initiatives
Collaborates with teaching staff

maha uraidi
CIRS and GU-Q Events Manager
mu29@georgetown.edu

Organizes all academic and public events
Primary contact for speakers and event
related vendors
Coordinates with other Education City
event managers
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cirs advisory board
Dr. Sheikha Abdulla Al-Misnad, President, Qatar University
Mr. Alexander Dodds, President and General Manager, ExxonMobil Qatar
Dr. Robert Gallucci, President, John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
Dr. Michael Hudson, Director, Middle East Institute, National University of Singapore
Dr. Stanley N. Katz, Director, Center for Arts and Cultural Policy Studies, Princeton
University
Dr. Carol Lancaster, Dean, School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University
Sir Timothy Lankester, Chairman of the Council, London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, London University
Dr. James Reardon-Anderson, Senior Associate Dean and Director of Undergraduate
Programs (BSFS), School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University
Dr. Gary Sick, Research Scholar, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia
University
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APPENDIX 2
research and scholarship
WORKING GROUPS
Migrant Labor in the Gulf
October 10-11, 2010
Participants and Discussants:
Attiya Ahmad, Wesleyan University
Zahra Babar, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Mary Breeding, the World Bank
Jane Bristol-Rhys, Zayed University
John T. Crist, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Andrew Gardner, University of Puget Sound
Mehran Kamrava, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Pardis Mahdavi, Pomona College
Susan Martin, Georgetown University
David Mednicoff, University of Massachusetts–Amherst
Suzi Mirgani, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Caroline Osella, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London
Filippo Osella, University of Sussex
Kasim Randeree, Oxford University
Hélène Thiollet, Sciences Po
Arland Thornton, University of Michigan
Nathalie E. Williams, University of Michigan
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The Nuclear Question in the Middle East:
Regional Perspectives
November 7, 2010
Participants and Discussants:
Mustafa Alani, Gulf Research Center
Salih Al Mani, King Saud University
Zahra Babar, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Kai-Henrik Barth, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
John T. Crist, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Nabil Fahmy, American University in Cairo
Riad Kahwaji, Institute for Near East and Gulf Military Analysis (INEGMA)
Mehran Kamrava, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Suzi Mirgani, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
   Adnan Shihab-Eldin, Kuwait National Nuclear Energy Committee (KNNEC)
Debra Shushan, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
   Abdullah Toukan, Strategic Analysis and Global Risk Assessment (SAGRA)

Political Economy of the gulf
December 11-12, 2010
Participants and Discussants:
Alexis Antoniades, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Zahra Babar, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
   John T. Crist, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Christopher Davidson, Durham University
Nada Eissa, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Steffen Hertog, London School of Economics and Political Science
Mehran Kamrava, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Fred Lawson, Mills College
   Suzi Mirgani, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
   Djavad Salehi-Isfahani, Virginia Tech University
   Jean-François Seznec, Georgetown University
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    Nadia Talpur, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, London School of Economics and Political Science
Rodney Wilson, Durham University
Mohamed Zayani, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar

The Nuclear Question in the Middle east:
international Perspectives
January 9-10, 2011
Participants and Discussants:
Zahra Babar, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Avner Cohen, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars
    John T. Crist, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Mehran Kamrava, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Mustafa Kibaroğlu, Bilkent University
Thomas W. Lippman, Council on Foreign Relations and Middle East Institute
Giacomo Luciani, Gulf Research Center
Mari Luomi, Finnish Institute of International Affairs
    Suzi Mirgani, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Maria Rost Rublee, University of Auckland
Debra Shushan, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Etel Solingen, University of California, Irvine

research affiliates
CIRS Visiting Scholar: Mary Ann Tétreault, Trinity University
CIRS Post-Doctoral Fellow: Debra Shushan, College of William and Mary
CIRS Grant recipient: Jad Chaaban, American University of Beirut
CIRS Grant recipient: Elisa Cavatorta, University of London
CIRS Grant recipient: Jane Harrigan, University of London
CIRS Grant recipient: Shady Hamadeh, American University of Beirut
CIRS Grant recipient: Mary Ann Tétreault, Trinity University
Publications Intern: Donia Hashem, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
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Publications Intern: Jibin Koshy, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Research Intern: Doaa Osman, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar

publications
Occasional Papers:
“Web Based Learning in Qatar and the GCC States” (2010), by Alan S. Weber, Weill Cornell
Medical College in Qatar
“The GCC States and the Shifting Balance of Global Power” (2010), by Kristian Coates
Ulrichsen, London School of Economics and Political Science

Briefs:
“The Masjid, Yesterday and Today” (2010), by Zakaryya Mohamed Abdel-Hady, Qatar

University

Summary Reports:
Migrant Labor in the Gulf (2011)

newsletters:
CIRS published two issues of its Newsletter: Fall 2010 and Spring 2011.

E-bulletins:
CIRS published several electronic news updates.

Books:
International Politics of the Persian Gulf (Syracuse University Press, 2011). Contributors to this book
are experts on the Gulf and have written on topics including, Saudi foreign policy, the regional
effects of the US invasion of Iraq, and Iranian regional and foreign security policies.
Contributors and chapter titles:
1. The Changing International Relations of the Persian Gulf
Mehran Kamrava, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
2. Sovereignty and Boundaries in the Gulf States: Settling the Peripheries
J. E. Peterson, University of Arizona
3. Security Dilemmas in the Contemporary Persian Gulf
Fred H. Lawson, Mills College
4. Foreign Policy in the GCC States
Steven Wright, Qatar University
5. The GCC States’ Perceptions of Collective Security in the Post-Saddam Era
Joseph Kostiner, Tel Aviv University
6. American Policy toward the Persian Gulf: Strategies, Effectiveness and Consequences
Mohammed Ayoob, Michigan State University
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7. Regional Consequences of Internal Turmoil in Iraq
Daniel Byman, Georgetown University
8. Saudi Arabia’s Regional Security Strategy
F. Gregory Gause, University of Vermont
9. Iranian Foreign and Security Policies in the Persian Gulf
Mehran Kamrava, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
10. China, India, and the Gulf: Converging Interests?
N. Janardhan, Political Analyst, Gulf-Asia Affairs, UAE
11. Political Reform and Foreign Policy in Persian Gulf Monarchies
Katja Niethammer, University of Hamburg
Innovation in Islam: Traditions and Contributions (University of California Press, 2011). This book
contains diverse articles studying innovation in jurisprudence, the arts, and social institutions in the
Muslim world.
Contributors and chapter titles:
1. Contextualizing Innovation in Islam
Mehran Kamrava, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
2. Knowledge and Hermeneutics in Islam Today: Which Reform?
Tariq Ramadan, Oxford University
3. Deconstructing Épistémè(s)
Mohammed Arkoun, La Sorbonne
4. Iranian Shi‘ism at the Gates of Historic Change
Mehran Kamrava, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
5. History from Below, Dictionary from Below
Nelly Hanna, American University in Cairo
6. The Translation of the Qur’an: An Impossible Task, The Classical Lingo-Theological Roots
of the Debate
Nasr Abu-Zayd, University of Humanistics in Utrecht
7.

Towards a new Understanding of Renewal in Islam
Adonis

8. Creation, Originality, and Innovation in Sufi Poetry
Patrick Laude,Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar
9. Innovation in the Visual Arts of Islam
Walter Denny, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

arabic publications:
Arabic translation of Migrant Labor in the Gulf Summary Report
(2011) العمالة المهاجرة في منطقة الخليج
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public Affairs programming
August 2010
Moderate Islam, the Muslim Community in America, and
Inter-Faith Dialogue
Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, Chairman, Cordoba Initiative
Focused Discussion: August 24, 2010

Education and Market Transition in Viet NAM
Daniel Westbrook, Professor of Economics, Georgetown University School of Foreign
Service in Qatar
Monthly Dialogue: August 30, 2010

october 2010
Who Am I? International Education and Identity in the
gulf
Mary Ann Tétreault, 2010-2011 Visiting Scholar, CIRS, Georgetown University School of Foreign
Service in Qatar; Professor of International Affairs, Trinity University
Monthly Dialogue: October 4, 2010

Turkey at the Crossroads: The Last Referendum
and its Implication
Birol Başkan, Visiting Assistant Professor of Government, Georgetown University School of
Foreign Service in Qatar
Focused Discussion: October 6, 2010

Iraq in the Balance: Security and Democracy 			
After the U.S. Troop Withdrawal
Anthony Cordesman, Arleigh A. Burke Chair, Center for Strategic & International Studies
Laith Kubba, Director Middle East and North Africa, National Endowment for Democracy
Rend Al-Rahim, Executive Director, The Iraq Foundation
Panel: October 19, 2010

Time Sticks: Concepts of Time in Islam
Barbara Stowasser, Director, Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, Georgetown University
Focused Discussion: October 25, 2010
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november 2010
The Tribal Modern: The Past as Future
Miriam Cooke, Professor of Arab Cultures, Duke University
Monthly Dialogue: November 7, 2010

Researching the Gulf: Thinking Outside The Box in Qatar
Mehran Kamrava, CIRS Director and Interim Dean, Georgetown University School of Foreign
Service in Qatar
International Focused Discussion: November 10, 2010

The Results and Consequences of the U.S. Mid-Term 		
Elections
Carol Lancaster, Dean and Professor of Politics, Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service
at Georgetown University
Focused Discussion: November 14, 2010

december 2010
Jordan in the Gulf Wars: Foreign Policy and 			
Regime Survival
Debra Shushan,  2010-2011 Post-Doctoral Fellow, CIRS, Georgetown University School of
Foreign Service in Qatar
Monthly Dialogue: December 1, 2010

America and the Middle East: Future Challenges and 		
Opportunities
Zalmay Khalilzad, former U.S. Permanent Ambassador, United Nations
Distinguished Lecture: December 13, 2010

January 2011
A Changing Kingdom: Saudi Arabia in 2030
Thomas Lippman, Adjunct Senior Fellow for Middle Eastern Studies, Council on Foreign
Relations
Monthly Dialogue: January 10, 2011
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Explaining Conspiracy Theories in the Arab World
Matthew Gray, Senior Lecturer, Center for Arab and Islamic Studies, Australian National
University in Canberra
Focused Discussion: January 11, 2011

Obama/Bush Foreign Policies: Why Can’t America Change?
Seymour Hersh, Pulitzer Prize winning journalist, The New Yorker
Distinguished Lecture: January 17, 2011

Wikileaks and Intelligence Reform
Carl Ford, Assistant Secretary of State and Head of the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of
Intelligence and Research under the Bush Administration
Focused Discussion: January 25, 2011

February 2011
Transnational Arab Media, Regional Politics, and State
Security: Saudi Arabia between Tradition and Modernity
Mohamed Zayani, Associate Professor of Critical Theory, Georgetown University School of
Foreign Service in Qatar
Monthly Dialogue: February 1, 2011

Popular Uprisings in the Middle East: The Jasmine 		
revolution and its aftermath
Sharif Elmusa, Daniel Stoll, Mohamed Zayani, and Abdullah Al-Arian: Georgetown University
School of Foreign Service in Qatar
Focused Discussion: February 8, 2011
THE Euro’s Future in the Balance
Ibrahim Oweiss, Professor Emeritus of Economics, Georgetown University
Focused Discussion: February 10, 2011

Interfaith Dialogue
His Holiness Aram I, Head of the Armenian Church in Lebanon
Focused Discussion: February 23, 2011
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March 2011
The Allure of Mysticism: Kabbalah as Pop-religious Culture
or Serious Religious Practice?
Rabbi Harold White, Senior Jewish Chaplain, Georgetown University
Monthly Dialogue: March 8, 2011

The Core of Our Religious Traditions
Karen Armstrong, recipient of the TED prize and columnist for the Guardian newspaper
Joint CIRS and Georgetown Faculty Distinguished Lecture: March 13, 2011

New Geo-Political Realities of the Gulf
Khaled Almaeena, Editor-in-Chief, Arab News
Focused Discussion: March 22, 2011

April 2011
Sin and Civil Society: Modernity and Moral Regulations in
18th Century England
Brendan Hill, Associate Dean of Student Affairs, Georgetown University School of Foreign
Service in Qatar
Monthly Dialogue: April 6, 2011

Current Events in Cote D’Ivoire, Djibouti, and Sudan
Aly Verjee, Senior Researcher, Rift Valley Institute
Focused Discussion: April 10, 2011

A Journey with Islam in the 21st Century: The Paradigms of
Islamic Ethics, Human Rights and Social Justice
Imam Yahya Hendi, Muslim chaplain at Georgetown University
Focused Discussion in collaboration with The Museum of Islamic Art: April 18, 2011

A Journey with Islam in the 21st Century: Women and
Gender in the Islamic Religious Texts and Culture
Imam Yahya Hendi, Muslim Chaplain at Georgetown University
Focused Discussion in collaboration with The Museum of Islamic Art: April 19, 2011
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Arabs’ Spring: European Insights
Teodor Baconschi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania
Focused Discussion in collaboration with the Embassy of Romania: April 28, 2011

May 2011
CIRS Annual Board Meeting
May 8, 2011

The Arab Revolutions of 2011
Rashid Khalidi, Edward Said Professor of Modern Arab Studies,Columbia University
Distinguished Lecture: May 22, 2011
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