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PREl~ACE 

TO TOMLL TS' FIRST EDITIO ·. 

THE utility of a Dictionary, containing not only a de
finition and explanation of the terms used in the sci
ence of the English law, bnt also a general summary 
of the theory and practice of the law itself, having been 
so fully evinced by the success of ten editions of the work 
on which the volumes here presented to the reader are 
founded; any observations upon that subject would be 
superfluous : something, howeyer, is requisite to intro
duce the following sheets ; as clue both to the proprie
tors and the editor of this General Law-Dictionary; 
which is oflered to the attention and patronage, not only 
of the profession, but of all who wish to obtain a know
ledge of the duties imposed upon them, and the rights 
secured to them, by the laws of their country. 

It is now more than four years since the proprietors 
of Jacob's Law-Dictionary (the last edition of which 
was published in the year 1782) applied to the present 
editor, to prepare the work for republication. This he 
very cheerfully undertook ; imagining at first that no
thing more could be required than to employ his atten
tion on such statutes and reports as the course of time 
had produced since that edition : little aware that a tho
rough rc...-isal of the whole had become absolutely ne
cessary, from the numerous improvements in our law ; 
which had by no means been sufficiently attended to, 
either in that, or even in the preceding edition. 

A cursory perusal of Jacob's Dictionary soon con
vinced the writer, that, to render the work really useful 
to the profession and the public, in the present ~tate 
of the law, much labour, time, and study must be em
ployed; that unremitting diligence alone could collect 
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and digest the materia~s for such a, com_pi!ation ; an~ 
that strictlv keepin()' 111 v .ew Jacobs ongmal plan, It 

' J b . t•f would demand 1;ome judgment so to atTa112;e, s tmp 1 y, 
and methodize the information obtained, as to preserve 
the general characte; of the. work, and yet to introduce 
every proper correctiOn and ~mproveme!1t. . 

To this task, then, he scnously applted himself. He 
firs t carefully examined the text, as it stoo_d in the tent!t 
ed1tion. Here he found much sound learnmg on the on
gin and antiquity of our law, defaced wilh unskilful in
terpolations : innumerable statutes, long repealed, de
tailed at larr-e as ex isting laws : * the other statutes 
quoted througl1out the work, (by continued errors of the 
press through various editions,) incorrectly cited : except 
in some few instances, a want of method, and poverty of 
language, pervading the whole body of the work: and 
the improvements of our law, during the last thirty 
years and more, either wholly passed over, or very super
ficially noticed. 

His next step, therefore, was to correct the errors 
which appeared. Solely to perform this was a long and 
tedious labour. Every statute quoted has been ex
amined; and it is by no means an cxaggeralion to say, 
that many thousand erro1·s, in this pa1 ticular alone, have 
been detected and amended. To erase whateva was su
perseded or contradicted by modern laws or determina
tions, was next requisite. And when thus much wa.s 
performed, a vast void remained, to be fil led up with a 
summary of. the st::tte of the lm~·, as at present ex isting. 

In many mstances, where the law relative to one sub. 
ject was scattered through the book, the whole has been 
brought together under a single title, consolidated, re-ar
ranged! and ~nlarged ; and the proper references made 
from ti.tle to title. t In some few others, it was founcl 
convcment to remove the whole of a title, as it stood in 
the forn~er work ; an~ to supply ils pla~c by a Hew abridg _ 
ment of the law on tnat 1;articular subject. ~: In no case. 
however, has any alterauon been made, without matur~ 

~· Titles Ilighways, T u rnjd!.:cs, and others. 
t A war d, A l"iJit t·atiou , I fomicide, J1[urde r, Jl'fan8 tau"hte

1
• E' 

t A I . • n '> ) .C· 
rru or, .nr.mzmat1·ato1·, .o:dvo ;.uson, ]Jr Pscntatirm , U&urjwtion ·l 
very many othe rs. ' anc 

t. llankruf!t, Bill of Exc!;ang e, Iiigln•m;s, T/ 'i/{8 , c.;-·,, 

~--------------~--------- [ _________________ , _____ _ 
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consideration, and a sincere wish for the improvement 
of the \Vork, and the instruction of the reader. 

In the next plar,e, the editor considered himself called 
upon to introduce many new titles ; some on the ori
gin and antiquity of otir law;·* and several connected 
with the commercial concerns of the country ;t which 
had fo1· the most part been entirely omitted, or at best 
very slightly referred to, by Jacob or his continuators. 
These additions, it is believed, do not make less than 
one fourth jJart of the present volumes. 

To enable himself to perfect the plan which his mind 
soon formed, in the order above stated, the editor has 
applied to all such publications as seemed more imme
diately adapted to his purpose. 

The str..tutes have been perused with peculi:~r care ancl 
diligence : almost all which are material, even to the end 
of the session of parliament in 1796, are introduced; 
and throughout the work it is believed, that none are omit
ted to be noticed which passed before the thirty-third 
year of the present reign. The long time which the Dic
tionary has taken in going through the press, has there
fore, it is hoped, on the whole, operated rather to the be
nefit than the prejudice of all who may have occasion to 
consult it. 

To the excellent series of modern term reports in the 
courts of Westminster-Hall, which have appeared within 
the last ten years ; to the various new editions of former 
reports, and other law books of long established reputa .. 
tion; in alluding to which, it would be injustice not to 
particularize the Coke upon Littleton, Peere !Vi/limns's 
Reports, and Ifaw!cins's Pleas of tlze Crown: together 
with many other smaller volumes well deserving notice, 
as including systems of particular branches of the law; 
to all these recourse has been had; and the information 
contained in them has been applied to the present pu!-posc, 
with a c.:re and attention which, the editor trusts, have not 
been totally fruitless. 

But above all, the Commentaries of the learned Black
stone have been fully and freely applied to, and the most 
material parts of them adopted; sometimes abridged; but 

* Tenures, c:tc. 
t East-India Company, Na-r_.igation Act.~, Insunmcr, c:fc. b'c. 
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more frequently enlarged by additiot:s. from the va.r~ous 
sources above alluded to. The ed1t10n last published 
has been used whenever the term of its publication al
lowed; and m;ny of the new notes t1.1ere ~ntroduced have 
been added to the mass of modern mtelhgence here pre
sented to the reader. 

Whenever in consultinO' any of the above authorities, 
' t> ·tr. r 

the writer of this had occasion to question or dwet~ m~m 
the positions there laid down, he intended to state lns cll~· 
sent with modesty and candour. To error e~ery author 
is liable ; opere in Iongo jhs est. Many mtstakes ha~e 
been silently corrected in all the books consulted on this 
occasion. The editor seeks only that indulgence which 
he has bestowed, with a liberality more unbounded than 
can well be imagined. 

Systematical rules, and their exceptions, seem in gene
ral of more consequence than a multiplied variety of cases. 
Rules give the effect of cases, without the tediousness of 
their detail. It has been said by a very eminent lawyer, 
"that precedents are frequently rather apt to confound; 
that every case has its own peculiar circumstances, and 
therefore ought to stand on its own bottom." On this 
maxim chiefly are all the additions to the work compiled, 
and the whole re-digested. The deviations from it, where 
they still occur, have frequently arisen, rather from a de. 
ference to the names of former editors, and from a de. 
sire of not making alterations which might be thou()'ht 
merely capricious, than hom a conviction of the ne~~s
sity or pr?pr.iety of such a mode. of compilation. 

The prm~tple, theref?re, of th1s Dictionary, thus en
larged and tmproved, IS to convey to the uninformed a 
c~mpetent general knowledge of every subject connected 
W.1th the LAW, TRADE ~n.d G 0 V E R N l\f EN T, of these 
kmgdoms : to show the ongm, foundation, progress, and 
prcsen! state of.our POLICY m;d JURISPRUDENCE. In
formatiOn of this nature must mterest every man "Of l'b 

1 d 
. . h , 1 e. 

ra e ucat10n m w atever sphere : to magist1·ates 1 
h . b d' . . , w le-

t er supenor or su or mate, 1t will be found partictl ·1 
useful: by lawyers it will, doubtless, be a1)plied 1

1

0
m. Y 

d. f l . . l b . ' as a 1gest ~ e~r~1mg previOus y o tamed ; and an index 
to further mqmnes on the theory and l)ractice of o··1r 1 . 11 . . c aw m a 1ts vanous branches. ' 

In endeavouring to complete an undertaking of SlJt'h 
2 "-



PREFACE. Vll 

lenoth and importance, the editor is fully conscious that 
ma~y errors and inadvertencies must,· even yet, have 
escaped; omissions, he hopes, there ~re now but few; and 
for the inconsistencies which must inevitably appear, he 
relies for pardon on the good sense of all who are com
petent to judge on a work so multifarious and extensive. 

It was impossible to enter into the great variety of sub
jects contained in these volumes, without being occasion
ally led into observations, which apply rather to the sys
tem of politics, and the general theory of government, 
than to the confined question of law. This license was ne
cessarily taken by former editors of Jacob; and was 
useq, to some extent, by Cowell in his Interpreter. 

The true interest of nations would best be consulted 
by preserving the greatest harmony between those, whom 
it seems to be the business and the pleasure of political 
(at least of party) writers, " more studious to divide than to 
unite," to set at variance. Government has no rights, 
and the people have no duties, inconsistent with the true 
welfare of each other : the reciprocal conditions of their 
friendship and security may be comprised in two words; 
PROTECTION and OBEDIENCE. Jt has beentheconstant 
wish of the editor, in compiling the following sheets, to 
place in the strongest light every argument and decision 
which may tend to show, what care the laws and consti
tution of G1·eat Britain have progressively taken to enforce 
both those principles, and to guard Britons against the 
fatal consequences which must attend a violation of either. 

The indulgence of the reader is yet a little longer re
quested, to a few words, which the editor hopes to be 
excused for stating respecting himself. 

Anxious, from very early youth, to become a member 
of the profession to which he has the honour to belong, 
it was his misfortune to be compelled, by certain unto
ward circumstances, to enter into that profession, and 
into life, prematurely ; without either education or expe
rience sufficient to enable him to perform the duties im
posed UJ.?On hi~ bY: such a situation. He very soon per
ceived h1s defic1enc1es, and endeavoured to supply them 
by dilia-ent study and observation. A few years brought 
him n~ar the point at which he aimed: but at the mo
ment when assistance was most wanted, he was disap
pointed 0f F'r-e iYing it; through his mm neglect, in 
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omitting to apply to those who were really capable and 
desirous to have afforded it. He retired, for. a while, 
from his public practice at the bar ; and betook him
self to more silent, but not less laudable, employments. 
He found friends ; where indeed he least expected them ! 
He has since succeeded in life beyond his merits, 
~lmost beyond his hopes. His former literary efforts 
have not been thought wholly unworthy approbation ; 
on the present he rests with somewhat more confidence, 
though with no small portion of fear ; since his future 
fc'lte and pursuits may depend on its success. On the 
candour of the public (more particularly of the profes
sion) he relies; and whether he shall retain the pen, or 
resume the gown, in public or in private, it shall be 
his unceasing study to deserve that encouragement. 
which seldom fails to await on well-meant endeavours, 
and honourable e-xertions. 

:t>OCTORS'-COMMONS, 
Jan. 23, 1797. 

T. E. TOMLINS. 
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T 0 T 0 l\I LIN S' SEC 0 N D E D I TI 0 X. 

-·-
IN the Preface to the former Edition of this Work, ·-. 

published by the present Editor in the year 1797, the er-
rors and deficiencies of preceding Editions qf the Law
Dictionary, founded on that originally compiled by Giles 
Jacob, were very fully pointed out; as also the method 
pursued in amending those errors, and supplying those de-
ficiencies : these it would be useless here to recapitulate. 
The Work, as then published, has met with much indul
gence and encouragement : The new impression now call
ed for is improved by the addition throughout of the Sta
tutes to the end of the Session of Parliament 46 Geo. III.; 
and in all instances where it was possible, the Acts passed 
during the time the Work was in the press, as late as those 
qf 48 Geo. IlL have been noticed: Such modern decisions 
qf the Courts of Law and Equity have also been inserted 
as appeared to be qf importance in explaining or elucidating 
the general System qf Law, or any of the particular Sub
jects treated qf. 

The Dictionary has hitherto been confined to the Defi
nition qf the Terms, and the History qf the Principles and 
Practice, of the English Law. The Law of Scotland, 
in its Terms, and in many qf its Principles, dijfers materi
ally from that of England. Into Ireland the Doctrines qf 
the Common Law of England were early introduced; and 
many of the provisions qf English and British Statutes have 
been from time to time extended to Ireland by Acts made 
in the Parliaments held there. The Legislative Union be
tween England and Scotland, which took place at the 
beginning qf the eighteenth Century, and that between 
Great Britain and Ireland, which distinguished its close, 
seem to call for information how for the Laws and Sta-

2 
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tutes of the various parts qf the United Kingdom agree 
with each other. As the first step for the purpose qf af
fording such information, many qf the Terms qf the Law 
of Scotland ha:ve been inserted in these Volumes, with such 
explanations qf them as it was in the power qf the Editor 
to afford, from resources not very extensive : The imme
diate effects also produced by the respective Unions, to
gether with instances in which the Laws now in force in 
Scotland or h·eland accord with, or differ from, those of 
England, have been occasionally stated and explained. 

T. E. T. 
Hilary Vacation, 

1809. 
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