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FOREWORD

HE Law School of Georgetown University
was founded in June, 1870, as announced

by Reverend Bernard A. Maguire, S.J.,
President of the University, at the Com
mencement Exercises, on June 30 of that

year: "I am happy to announce to the
audience that we are about to enlarge the functions of
the Institution by the establishment of a law depart
ment." Associate Justice Martin F. Morris, of the
Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia, in his
address at the opening exercises of the Law School
session of 1891-1892, gave the following brief account

of the foundation of the School: "In the early spring
of the year 1870, three gentlemen met, as they frequently
did, at the hospitable home of Dr. Joseph M. Toner, in
this city. Dr. Toner, as is well known, is and always
has been an earnest and devoted friend of the University
of Georgetown. The conversation turned upon the
institution. Dr. Toner suggested that it ought to have
a law school. The School of Medicine had been in

operation about twenty years, and had been quite suc

cessful ; and a department of law was needed to complete
the recognized course of university studies. It was this

suggestion that led to the establishment of our law school.
Dr. Toner's two friends" (Mr. Hoffman and Judge
Morris himself) "to whom the suggestion was addressed,
were lawyers, although only one of them was in the
active practice of the profession. It was resolved to

proceed at once to give effect to it. Rev. Bernard A.
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Maguire, the silver-tongued and eloquent, was then

President of the University, or of Georgetown College,
by which name at the time it was better known. He

was an earnest, progressive, energetic American gentle
man. To him the suggestion was broached, and he

entered at once into the spirit of it."
Believing that the growth and work of the Law

School justified the celebration of the fiftieth year of its

existence with special ceremonies, Dean George E. Ham

ilton addressed the following letter to the Alumni of

the school, under date of October 12, 1920:

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

HE year 1920 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the
��� foundation of the Law School of Georgetown Uni

versity. From its modest beginning in 1870, this Depart
ment of the University, through its excellent curriculum
and thoroughness in instruction, prudently directed always
by an able and devoted Faculty, has developed with
the years, growing in usefulness and in the esteem and
confidence of the people, until it now enjoys the distinc
tion of having, and of having maintained for the past ten
years, the largest enrollment of any law school in the

country.
During its fifty years of life and effort, increasing its

facilities and advancing its standards to meet the growing
demands for thoroughness in legal education, the Law
School has graduated 4,877 men, qualified and well pre-

Dean's Office
School of Law

October 12, 1920

To all Georgetown Law School Men:
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Dean of the Law Faculty, and Professor of



 



pared to enter upon the practice of the law. These have
established themselves in every section of the country,
and by their energy and accomplishment are enriching
the citizenship of the Republic, whose institutions

depend upon the rule of a law equally applied and cour

ageously maintained.
At the Bar, on the Bench and in high official position,

the men of Georgetown, recognized by their moral worth
and love of justice, are working for the country's good
and the honor of the profession. Their honorable
achievement is the greatness of our School; their devo
tion to our Government and its institutions is the pride
of the University; their record of work and worth was

in the mind of Mr. Wickersham, then Attorney General
of the United States, when, in his address on May 4,
1912, on the occasion of the unveiling of the statue of

John Carroll, founder of Georgetown College, he said:
"Both the Founder and Washington himself would have

rejoiced mightily at the great sphere of usefulness
attained by this Law School."
To commemorate its past achievements, and to make

more certain the promises of the future, the University
has determined to signalize with appropriate ceremonies
the fiftieth anniversary of the birth of this Department
of Law, and to this end invites all Georgetown Law
School men to register at the Law School for Saturday,
December 4, to Monday, December 6, 1920 (both inclu

sive), and by their presence aid in making the celebra
tion worthy of the School and of those who, honored by
her Degrees, are now reflecting honor upon their Alma
Mater. On your coming depends the success of the
celebration which we desire to make an event in the

history of the School, and we urge that you do not fail us.

Come, and see to it that other Georgetown Law men

register as requested.
[ 3 ]



I am enclosing herewith a paper descriptive of some
of the events and ceremonies that will be included in
the celebration of the Golden Anniversary of the Law
School of Georgetown University.

Sincerely yours

The several events in the exercises were listed as

follows in the program, which accompanied Dean Hamil
ton's letter:

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1920

4 P. M.�Varsity football game, probably with the

University of Detroit. Harry Costello and other
famous stars will be on the field.

8 P. M.�Formal opening of the new Law School

Library. The Library will contain about 15,000
law books, will be equipped with all modern library
devices for the comfort and convenience of readers.
A prominent legal scholar will deliver an address.
Graduates of the Law School whose business calls
them to Washington will be welcome in the new

Law Library, which is at their service.
8.30 P. M.�Informal reunion of classes at the Law

School. This will be one of the most interesting
sessions of the Celebration.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1920

10 A. M.�Religious services consisting of a Military
Mass, to be celebrated in Dahlgren Chapel, George
town College, in memory of the Georgetown Law
School men who lost their lives in the service.

4 to 6 P. M.�Reception at Georgetown College by the

[4]



Members of the Law Faculty, to visiting George
town men, students of the Law School, their parents
and friends.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1920

4.30 P. M.�Academic celebration at Gaston Hall,
Georgetown College, at which a prominent member
of the Judiciary will deliver an address, and at

which honorary degrees will be conferred upon

prominent Georgetown Law School graduates.
8 P. M.�Banquet, at which prominent Georgetown

men will deliver short talks, recalling their student

days at the Law School.

COMMITTEE IN GENERAL CHARGE

Religious Exercises
Rev. John B. Creeden, President, Chairman

Academic Ceremony
George E. Hamilton, LL.B., 1874

Dean

Reception
Jas. S. Easby-Smith, LL.B., 1894

Reunion

D. W. O'Donoghue, LL.B., 1899

Banquet
Frank J. Hogan, LL.B., 1902

Football Game
G. Conrad Reid, LL.B., 1905

Library
Hugh J. Fegan, LL.B., 1907

Assistant Dean
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1870 1920

THE RECTOR AND FACULTIES OF

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

HAVE THE HONOR TO ANNOUNCE THE

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THEIR

SCHOOL OF LAW

THE OCCASION IS DEEMED AN APPROPRIATE ONE

ON WHICH

TO DRAW INTO YET CLOSER UNITY OF PURPOSE

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING

AND ACCORDINGLY

YOU ARE INVITED TO SEND ONE OR MORE REPRESENTATIVES

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE

ACADEMIC EXERCISES

TO BE HELD IN GASTON HALL

AT FOUR O'CLOCK

ON THE AFTERNOON OF DECEMBER SIXTH

NINETEEN HUNDRED AND TWENTY

GEORGE E. HAMILTON JOHN B. CREEDEN
Dean of the Law School Rector of the University
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Among others, the following responses were received
from Harvard University and the University of Penn

sylvania :

THE PRESIDENT AND FELLOWS OF
HARVARD COLLEGE

TO THE RECTOR AND FACULTIES OF
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

GREETING:

HARVARD UNIVERSITY sends its congratulations
to the Rector and Faculties of Georgetown Univer

sity upon the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary
of the establishment of their School of Law, Monday,
December sixth, nineteen hundred and twenty, at

Washington, D. C.

GLADLY availing themselves of the invitation to

be represented at the ceremonies, the President
and Fellows of Harvard College have appointed Eugene
Wambaugh, A.M., LL.B., LL.D., Langdell Professor

of Law, as their delegate and have charged him to

convey their felicitations.

GIVEN at Cambridge on the twenty-second day
of November, in the year of Our Lord the nineteen

hundred and twentieth, and of Harvard College the
two hundred and eighty-fifth.

A. Lawrence Lowell,
President.
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UnbtH, Viri Illustrissimi, gratiam habemus maximam

quod, Scholae vestrae Jurisprudentiae natalem quinqua-
gesimum celebraturi, nostram quoque Scholam, quasi
sororem maiorem, immo maximam natu quippe quae,
anno Salutis MDCCXC a Jocobo Wilsonio, Tribunalis
patriae nostrae Summi Judice Principali, condita, rursus
anno MDCCCL restitueretur�laetitiae vestrae sol-

lumniumque participem esse siumma voluistis benevo-
lentia. Perlibenter enim vincula agnoscimus quibus
omnes nostrae patriae academiae, sicut unanimae sorores

"segnes solvere nodum" inter se coniunguntur.
Idcirco Universitas nostra, voluntati vestrae liben-

tissume obsecuta, Facultate Scholae Jurisprudentiae
elegit Viros iros eminentissimos

Legum Professorem nec non Facultatis illius Decanum, et

(gmtelniutrt % Slngii, KM., ffiiC.l.

Legum Professorem, qui feriis vestris adsint et gratula-
tiones nostras ob annos quinquaginta feliciter ac summa

cum iaude confectos ad vos preferant.
Nos autem omnes spem fovemus certissimam fore

ut Schola vestra illustrissima per multa saecula gloria
semper crescenti floreat.
Valete.

Datum Philadelphiae,
A. D. X. Kal. Dec. Anno Salutis MCMX
E. W. MUMFORD JOSIAH H. PENNIMAN
Ab Epistulis. Propraefectus.

[9]



I
FOOTBALL GAME ON VARSITY FIELD

Georgetown v. Bethany

EMULATING the example set by the ancient Greeks
in their Olympic games, when athletic prowess

vied with rhetorical skill and poetic achievement for the
favor of the people, Georgetown most fittingly opened the

Jubilee Celebration with a well-played and interesting
football game on the afternoon of Saturday, December
4th. After considerable difficulty in obtaining a foe-
man worthy of our team, owing to the aversion to post
season games, the management succeeded in arranging
a game with Bethany College, of West Virginia, whose
team had made an enviable reputation during the season.

out-playing Washington and Jefferson and holding West

Virginia State to a single score. As Washington and

Jefferson and Pittsburgh fought each other to almost an

even break, and as Pittsburgh ranked with the best
teams in the country, on the somewhat uncertain basis
of comparative scores, Georgetown seemed to be in for
a very hard game. Alumni of the Law School made
themselves heard early and late, cheering the big Blue
and Gray team. The Bethany team appeared to be

lighter than the Georgetown team, but they were sturdy
and experienced players.
After the first minute of play, the result was never in

doubt for an instant. Georgetown with a driving,
powerful attack took the offensive at once, and retained
it throughout the game. Short gains through the line
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and off tackle, with now and then an end run, carried
the ball into Bethany territory, where it remained during
the game. While unable to gain against the heavier and
more aggressive Georgetown line, Bethany never flagged
for a moment in the defense of its goal. Men like

Flavin, Leighty, Ward and Malley, who had run wild
against other teams, were repeatedly downed by the

splendid tackling of the Bethany ends and secondary
defense. Georgetown had to fight bitterly for every
point, and the final count of 17 to 7 is a tribute to the
spirit and grit of the West Virginia eleven. Coach
Exendine and his band of stalwart players are to be con

gratulated upon the football knowledge displayed by the
entire squad. It was good to see a carefully built and
coordinated team. The West Virginia team deserves
great credit and held the fast Georgetown backfield men

again and again, much of the time in the shadow of
their goal-posts.
Not the least attractive feature of the affair to the

visiting alumni was the splendid cheering. The cheer
leaders gave an exhibition of how cheers should be led,
and seemed to be possessed of limitless enthusiasm. Our
well-earned victory became an auspicious omen for the
success of the entire celebration and added another

trophy to the collection to which the Law School has so

materially contributed.



II

FORMAL OPENING OF THE NEW LAW

LIBRARY

HE growth of the School required the erection of an
*� annex to the Main Building in 1913, which doubled
the space available for classrooms; this annex also con

tained a large auditorium, with a seating capacity of 825,
suitable for debates, special lectures to the entire student

body, and other assemblages. The law library continued
to be located in the Main Building; before long, how
ever, shelf room and the space for readers were so

cramped that some rearrangement was imperative. It
was hard to sacrifice the beautiful new auditorium, but
the Faculty believed that the demands of the Library
came first. Furthermore, the Freshman classroom, seat
ing 450, was available for debates and other meetings.
Accordingly, in the summer of 1920, it was decided by
the Faculty to remodel the auditorium and convert it
into a library. This work was completed by the opening
of school on October 1, 1920, but it was decided to make
the formal tender of the new library a part of the exer

cises commemorating the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
Foundation of the School. The new library was form

ally opened at eight o'clock p. m., Saturday, December
4, 1920. The library contains all the American and

English Reports, in addition to digests and encyclopedias
and standard text books, amounting approximately to

15,000 volumes; it is being enlarged at the rate of about
1,500 to 2,000 books a year. About 250 readers may be
accommodated. The room is equipped with all modern
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library devices, being lighted by a combination of
indirect illumination and desk lamps. It is 5,020 square
feet in extent and the ceiling is 50 feet high. Portraits
of distinguished graduates of the School are hung in the

Library, and the Senior Class is collecting a fund to erect

a memorial tablet to the Georgetown Law School men
who gave their lives in the World War; it will be placed
in the center panel of the South Alcove.
The program of the exercises in the Library was as

follows :

PROGRAMME OF THE EXERCISES
Formal Opening of the New Law Library, 8 o'clock, p. m.

DEAN George E. Hamilton, LL.D., ,will formally tender the new

law library containing approximately 15,000 volumes, to the President
and Directors of Georgetown College.

Reverend John B. Creeden, S. J., President of Georgetown University,
will accept the library on behalf of the President and Directors of

Georgetown College.
Honorable James Brown Scott, A.M., J.U.D., LL.D., Secretary of

the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Lecturer on Inter

national Relations, School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University,
will deliver the principal address.

Joseph Antoine Cantrell, of New Jersey, a member of the Junior Class

of the Law School, will speak on behalf of the student body of the Law

School.

In the presence of an audience consisting of the Presi
dent of the University, the Law Faculty and the other
Faculties of the University, Alumni, students, represen
tatives of other Law Schools, and friends of the School,
which filled every part of the large Library, Dean Ham
ilton arose and delivered the following address:

REVEREND Rector:�I am directed by the Faculty
to tend and turn over to the Corporation of the Pres

ident and Directors of Georgetown College the new Li

brary extension building, fully completed and today
formally opened to the students of our School of Law.
The space allotted to library occupation in the plan
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of this building, erected in 1911, because of the unprece
dented growth in our student population during the last

few years, became suddenly overcrowded, and to relieve

the congestion, this, our commodious assembly hall, has

been reconstructed for library use and occupation.
I am glad that the opening of this Library comes at

this time, when we are gathered here to celebrate the
Fiftieth Anniversary of the establishment of this Law
School. I am glad, because all of us, especially those

coming from a distance, will see by this sign a certain

proof of our great growth not only in numbers but in
facilities given to the students for their solid advance
ment and instruction.

If, sir, high accomplishment, and not years, is the
true measure of greatness, then must the Law School of

Georgetown be numbered among the great law schools
of this country, and we, who have through the years
gone forth as the product and exponents of this School,
its system and teachings, returning now to celebrate its
Fiftieth Birthday, may with pardonable pride pause for
a moment in this time of rejoicing to review its past of

struggle�ending always in success, to appraise its

present greatness and to pledge ourselves to the future
advancement of this School of Law.

The announcement of the organization of the Law

Department of Georgetown University was made in

1870, and from that time until this day, through struggle
and through difficulty�but always with courage�it has
advanced until today it is the largest school of law in
this country and perhaps in the world, and when I say
to you that it is the largest school of law I do not mean

that its largeness is contained in numbers, but I mean to

say that from the very beginning and on through the
years of trial and struggle and on through the years of

[14]



 



Reverend Bernard- A. Maguire, S. J., Pres
ident, Georgetown University, 1866-1870.

Hon. Martin F. Morris, Associate Justice,
Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia.
Professor of the History of English Law, and
Constitutional Law.

Reverend Patrick F. Healey, S. J., Pres
ident, Georgetown University, 1873-1882.

Joseph Meredith Toner, M. D., One of the Hon. Charles P. James, Associate Justice,
Founders of the Law School. Supreme Court of the District _of Columbia.

Professor of ReaL and Person



successful accomplishment, it has grown strong in all

that makes it a well ordered and well directed American
School of Law.
I would ask you now to go back for a moment to the

time when this Law School was organized and the con

ditions that surrounded it. At the time this country was

just emerging from the long, difficult and bitter period
of reconstruction, which had brought to the people of
this country a new and different order. It was a time
of unrest. The thoughts, conclusions and conduct of

men, based upon long accepted principles, were super
seded, or being superseded, by new and strange doctrines,
theories and policies that tended to create social, moral
and political unrest. Out of these conditions came

problems that might be only dealt with through educa
tion. Education in the south had been suspended; edu
cation in the east and west had been checked by the
shock of the Civil War, but the people needed education;
they needed a moral education, a liberal education, and
the duty to give what the people desired and needed was

upon the universities of this country.
Georgetown, which had been founded in 1789 and by

its Founder dedicated to the youth of America, saw the
need and prepared to meet it by enlarging its buildings,
by adding new buildings, by strengthening its curricu

lum, by extending its courses and creating new depart
ments. Under such conditions the Law School of

Georgetown University came into existence; its estab
lishment was announced in June of 1870 by the Rev.
Bernard A. Maguire, then Rector of the University, and
was the result of the suggestions and advice of the Rev.
P. F. Healey, Richard T. Merrick, Martin F. Morris,
Dr. Joseph M. Toner and Charles W. Hoffman, all of
them honored citizens of Washington, friends of educa
tion and Georgetown's devoted sons. Its first Faculty
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was composed of men of unusual ability and unselfish
devotion�Associate Justice Samuel F. Miller of the

Supreme Court of the United States, Judge Charles P.

James and J. Hubley Ashton, of the District of Colum

bia, General Thomas Ewing, Jr., of Ohio, and Charles
W. Hoffman of the District of Columbia. Later on,
Richard T. Merrick and Martin F. Morris were added
to the Faculty, and brought to it additional ability and

strength. These men knew the need of educated lawyers
and they knew that the lawyer must be morally fit as

well as mentally trained, and because of their love for
their profession they devoted themselves to the education
of the lawyer. The work begun by them has through
the fifty years of our Law School's life been carried on

by men of like ability and devotion,�men who should
live forever in the thought and affection of the sons of

Georgetown,�Stephen J. Field and Henry B. Brown,
Associate Justices of the Supreme Court of the United
States, Jeremiah M. Wilson, Joseph J. Darlington,
Harry M. Clabaugh, Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of the District, Judges Andrew C. Bradley and
Charles C. Cole, of the same Court, Chief Justice Seth
Shepard of the Court of Appeals of the District of

Columbia, R. Ross Perry, Holmes Conrad and others of
that older time, equally as learned, equally as distin
guished and equally as interested in the teaching of the
law. Recently we have been called upon to mourn the
death of Daniel W. Baker and Charles J. Murphy, who
gave unstintingly their time and services to the School
they loved so well. From the beginning and through
the years the work of these great men was aided, and
its result made greater by the direction and counsel of
the successive rectors of Georgetown University, we

love to dwell upon the names of Healey, Doonan
Daugherty and Whitney, conspicuous for their interest

[16]



Hon. Seth Shepard, Chief Justice, Court Jeremiah M. Wilson, Professor of Real
of Appeals, District of Columbia. Professor Property, Evidence and Wills.
of Corporations, Equity and Constitutional
Law.

Hon. Harry M. Clabaugh, Chief Justice
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia.
Professor of Common Law Pleading and
Equity, Pleading and Practice.

Daniel William Baker, formerly U. S. Charles T. Murphy, Professor of Torts,
Attorney for the District of Columbia. Pro- Wills, and Bills and Notes.
fessur-uMteM^perly, EvideTice^and Crim
inal Law.
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in the School, and who have gone to their long reward,
and we love to dwell upon the names of Richards, Him-
mel and Donlon, who still live and are rejoiced to see

the success of this Department of Georgetown University.
The ability and devotion of the present Faculty we all

know, and to name them would be a useless task; known
and loved by us all they are working with wholehearted
interest and energy for the greater good and the greater
glory of the Law School of Georgetown University, and
in their great work they are led, aided and encouraged
by our present beloved Rector, Father Creeden, who in
this day of Georgetown's greatness and progress is ably
bearing the burden of its direction.
Under such splendid direction this School, organized

in 1870, has in the fifty years of its life grown from
small beginnings to a present greatness which is, when
we consider the difficulties that beset its way, almost

amazing. In its development in excellence and in solid
usefulness it equals, if it does not exceed, anything in
the history of university extension. The efforts of its

great organizers and Faculties of the earlier days of its
life are now productive of splendid results. Under the
direction of the present Rector, the Rev. John B.

Creeden, whose administration is an inspiration to the
Faculty, to Professors and Instructors, its curriculum has
been enlarged and developed, its enrollment increased
and its usefulness extended. Strong now in its location,
its home and equipment, strong in its position and influ

ence, our School of Law has on this its Fiftieth Birthday,
called together her devoted sons to rejoice in her great
ness, to strengthen the ties that bind and to encourage
and aid their Alma Mater in her future efforts to enrich
the profession of the law and the citizenship of our

country by her labors in the education of lawyers. It
has often been said, and it may be repeated, that the
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new and dangerous conditions now confronting us must

be met and overcome by an enlightened, moral and edu
cated citizenship. In this, as in other conditions of

difficulty and danger, the lawyer must bear his part, and
that part is a great one. Our institutions of Government
are founded upon justice and the stability of this founda
tion depends upon the right administration of law and
the respect of the people for law and its administration.
The need, therefore, is not for lawyers but for good
lawyers, and this need must be supplied in large measure

by the schools of law, whose systems are founded on

principle, directed and enforced by moral teaching and
in every degree and from every angle American. Let us
all unite in the endeavor to make Georgetown foremost

among such law schools.
This celebration would indeed be incomplete and

unsatisfactory without a word from our Assistant Dean,
whose untiring and well directed effort in behalf of the
School has been a large and most important factor in its

great growth and development. I ask that a few
moments of my time be granted to Hugh J. Fegan.

Remarks of Hugh J. Fegan, A. B., A. M., LL. B.,
Ph. D., Assistant Dean of the Law School

D EVEREND Rector, Dean Hamilton and Fellow-
*� Georgetown Men:�I appreciate greatly the word of
commendation from Dean Hamilton. Praise from him is

something I always covet, not because it is deserved,�
it is not,�but because it shows the partial judgment of
kindly feeling, from one who has made such a deep
impression upon the School, as student, professor and
Dean. I am very much gratified, too, by the generous
response you have made to his remarks. If I have been
able to accomplish anything in the School, it is due to
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President, Georgetown University, 1912-191S.



the fact that I have had the splendid leadership of men
like Father Donlon, Father Creeden, and Dean Hamil

ton, but I have done it only as one member of a numerous

Faculty, and with the support of the student body.
From where I stand I observe a number of library

signs bearing the word "Silence." I shall heed that

injunction, and be brief, because I believe the time Dean
Hamilton has kindly allotted me will shortly expire.
While I have been sitting here, I could not help

remembering the last time this room was used for an

assembly of this kind. That was when the Provost
Marshal General called a meeting here of the Bar of the
District of Columbia, and of the students of the Law

School, in order to explain to them the regulations just
issued under the Selective Service Act. It was at the
time of our entry into the World War. It seems to me

very significant that the next time we use this room

should be when the new Law Library is formally ten

dered to the President of the University, and thrown open
to the student body. That is a fine symbol of the renewal

of legal scholarship in the School, following the War.
After every Crusade in Europe, there was always a

revival of learning. Sick of the brutality of war, men

turned with a new freshness and vigor of interest to the

things of the mind. And surely no Crusaders ever went

forth with a finer purpose of faith and of achievement,
than did the students of the Law School when they
entered the service of their Country. They have shown
that the law books they studied never were larger in

their minds, than the principles of justice which lay
beneath them. It was their privilege not merely to study
the rules of law, but to aid in restoring the rule of law
to the World. With the spirit of the returned Crusader,
therefore, the students of the Law School have taken up
their books once more, and they are giving to the study
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of the law, the hours which other young men spend in

leisure and recreation. How is it possible for us, the

Alumni of this School, to withhold from them our sym

pathy and our admiration!
No lawyer can look upon these rows on rows of law

books, without feeling,�without sensing the peculiarity
of our judicial system. We boast a system of judicial
precedent, which grows from age to age, keeping pace
with the new, but guided always by the wisdom of the

past. The industry of the old reporters,�Coke and

Plowden and Burrows and Strange, and of their modern

successors, has preserved for us the very words of gen
erations of judges. It is inspiring to think that the work
of the School brings hundreds of young Americans into

contact with the best minds of the legal world, with the
wide experience in affairs which is stored up in the law,
and that it does this under the auspices of a University
like Georgetown. But while giving precedent its place,
let us remember that the richest inheritance of the
American Bar and Bench has not been precedent, but

principle,�not citations, but the spirit of justice, which
is based in the end, as it must be, upon the moral law.
It is the tradition of the School that the law should be

studied and taught in that spirit. May every generation
of Georgetown men add to the strength of that tradition!

Address of Rev. John B. Creeden, S.J., Ph.D., D.D.,
President of Georgetown University

GENTLEMEN of the Faculty, of the Alumni, and
of the undergraduate body of the Law School:�

I remember very distinctly in the year 1911 that there
were held very solemn ceremonies commemorating the

opening of this building in which we are tonight, and
I distinctly recollect that on that occasion there was a

very great burst of oratory and that one of the features
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which occasioned the most fervid oratory was the descrip
tion of the splendid auditorium that was capable of

seating at one time the one thousand students which were

within the law school. That seemed to be the great
glory of the institution. It was, therefore, with a certain
amount of surprise that I heard a proposition made at a

faculty meeting last summer to convert the great audi
torium into a library for the students. I put the question
very timidly to the assembled faculty, and with the recol
lection of the pride of nine years ago in the auditorium;
I had very little hope the project would be approved.
To my great gratification, they were all ready to sac

rifice the auditorium because they wanted to have a

library where it would be possible to store more books,
and above all, where every student of the Law School

might have facilities for special study and for learning
to use properly the books of law.

I am not an expert in law, but I have spent a great
deal of time in studying general pedagogy, and in trying
to teach various subjects other than law, and I am pretty
well convinced of this one principle, which is placed in
letters of gold over the reading desk of one of the
libraries at the College: "Haurit aquam cribro, qui vult
discere sine libro"�"To try to learn without a book, is
like trying to carry water in a sieve." I know there are

many exponents of pedagogy who will not admit the

universal application of that principle, and I know one

eminent professor of law in the United States who has

said that a lawyer can be trained without any book at

all; that by means of the Socratic method of question
and answer you can train a man to be an expert lawyer.
But even this expounder of the Socratic method, admitted
that he would be a lawyer in theory only, that unless

he had acquired facility in the use of books it would be

impossible for him to develop into a practical lawyer.
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But the general opinion of every man who has written
on the conduct of a law school is that one of the most

important parts of its equipment is a properly selected

library. Therefore, Mr. Dean and members of the

faculty, it affords me very great pleasure to accept the

proffer made of this splendid room with the appliances
for use as a library. A very short time ago a prominent
Alumnus of the Georgetown School of Law stood at the
door and looked in as sixty or seventy young men were

busy over their books, and he said, "I have seen very

many improvements in the Law School since I first
entered as a student, but this is the greatest improvement
of all. It is the beginning of real progress." There

fore, my dear young men and members of the Law

School, I am sure that you will show a proper appre
ciation of this splendid library that has been put at your
disposal. It will be quite impossible for you to know

everything that is contained within the covers of all these
volumes. No man can absorb the contents of even a

small library. But one of the important things that any
man gains from contact with a library is that he learns
how to use books and, like using any other tool in life,
the only way of learning how to use books, is by constant

use of books. It is only a repetition of acts that will
form a habit, and it is only by repeatedly using the books
of the library that you will acquire the habit of using
those books well. Thefefore, I urge upon you most

seriously the cultivation of a habit of reading. In later
busy life it might be very difficult to acquire that habit.
Here you have the opportunity. If it were possible,
there is one improvement that I would suggest in this
library, and that is the taking down of that railing, so

that every student could wander through the stacks,
inspect the covers, open the books and examine the con

tents, so that at least, he would have a geographical
[22]



knowledge of the books of the library and would have
some knowledge of the contents. I remember, however,
a great organizer of a library saying that where you
had more than one hundred men in any school this sys
tem of displaying a library in public was impracticable,
because it would be impossible to keep proper track of
the books, and to distribute them to those who were in
need of them. Having in mind the impossibility of the

system that I would desire to put in practice, it was

most gratifying to me to hear at a meeting recently thai
a system is to be adopted which, I think, will be of very
great benefit to all of the law students, and that is the

system of taking men of the various classes in small

groups, bringing them into the library and teaching
them by concrete examples how they ought to use books.
I know of no recommendation in pedagogy which is
more useful than this and I shall be most gratified to

see that suggestion put into practice. Therefore, let me
again thank in the name of the University, the Dean of
the Faculty of Law and the Assistant Dean, who have
labored so earnestly in having this room prepared for
the use of the students and the other members of the

Faculty, for the part that they have taken in giving to

the Georgetown School of Law a library which we hope
will develop into one of the great law libraries of the

country.
I remember reading the story of a man who was not

renowned for sanctity of life, but who, after he had
reached the age of about thirty-five, began to read the
Stories of some of the great saints of the Middle Ages,
and as he read them over he suddenly got the notion
that he ought to get somewhat pious himself. So he
said to himself, "Well, if these men can do those things,
why can't I do them?" That, my dear friends, is an

example of what inspiration will do. Now, we are not
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down here tonight exactly to get pious, though piety
is always useful, but we are down here to get inspiration
on another subject, and that subject is the knowledge
and use of books. The faculty of law has provided
you, young men and old men, with a source of inspira
tion in the speaker that it has selected for this evening,
who, as you know, is a man who not only knows books,
but who produces books, and I could offer no greater
wish for the success of this Library than to express the
hope that we are going to develop a great many students
who will do as much for the literature of the law as

the speaker of the evening, Dr. James Brown Scott.

Speech of the Honorable James Brown Scott,
A.M., J.U.D., LL.D.

1 ENTLEMEN :�It is, I assure you, not only a very
V-X great pleasure to be permitted to be with you this

evening, but to be permitted at the same time to express
the hope that this beautiful Library, which is, I under
stand, merely a beginning, will be open to the students
of this Law School; that its treasures will be always at

their disposal, and that from the study of the concrete

cases contained in these volumnes, lawyers will be grad
uated, grounded in principle and in precedent, who will
be called upon to advise their clients accurately as to

their duties, as well as to their rights, and, as members
of the bar to participate in the Administration of justice.
A law school without a library is really unthinkable,

because whether or not books are brought together in
a particular place, the law is contained in the books,
and it must be learned from the books. It is a printed
science, and, whether it be taught as a series of principles
by the lecture method, whether it be taught by the text

book and selected cases,�in each of these methods the
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teacher must resort to the adjudged cases. The lecturer
can only hope to produce the perfect product if he him
self has tested the principles which he professes, by the

adjudged case. The textbook is only valuable in that
it sets forth the principles to be derived from the cases.

And the precedents from which the principles are

drawn, the textbooks composed, and which are them
selves cited in Courts and applied to general statements
of facts, are to be found in the volumes which you here
see assembled. To ask that the learning of the law be

acquired without books, is to ask the impossible task of

making bricks without straw.

You have doubtless heard the warning, "Beware of
the man with one book." Yet, here there are many.
The meaning of this is not that we should confine our

selves to one book, and master that, but that we should
master thoroughly the subject in hand, whatever that

subject may be. And the only way to master the science
of law is to master those principles which have stood
the test of time, the test of argument and discussion, and
the test of application. They are here in great quan

tities; they are here, we might say, in a great profusion.
Now a library, whatever else it may be, is, as far as

the law is concerned, a laboratory. Every young man

who comes into this room sees before him these books.

Every student who is minded to turn their pages and to

read a case, has before him a concrete statement of

facts. He has the arguments for and against; he has

the judgment of the Court. He sees how the case pre
sents itself; he sees how distinguished counsel have laid

it before the Court, and he sees how the judicial mind
applies the principle to a given state of facts. By the

study of the adjudged case, and by an examination of

the concrete statements of fact, he perfects himself in
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the profession which later, as a practitioner, he will be
called upon to exercise.
Whether we are advocates of the lecture method of

instruction, or of the textbook method, or of the case

system, of this, gentlemen, you may be assured�no client
will ever knock upon your door and present himself to
ask the views of Blackstone or of Story, of Kent or of
Cooley, or the views of any other writer to be found in

any renowned text or commentary. Rather will he

lay before you a statement of facts, which you will have
to elaborate by cross-examination, and upon this con

fused, and often inaccurate, and at any rate, inadequate
statement, he will ask you his rights in the premises.
Therefore, it behooves you while still young, while

beginning the study of your profession, and before you
assume its practice, to acquire the habit, as the Rector
has said, of consulting the volumes contained in this

library; or reading them, of mastering their contents, so

that when you are permitted to exercise your profession�
which is not merely an honorable profession, but a

learned one�you shall have acquired the habit of going
to the source of authority, which is the adjudged case,
and you shall have trained yourself in applying the
abstract principle of law to the concrete state of facts.

In a library, however, you should have more than
the reports of adjudged cases. You have the great text
books and treatises, as well as the precedents. At the
same time, you will doubtless find upon the shelves,
various works that throw a sidelight, as it were, upon
your profession. You will find among the books

biographies of distinguished lawyers. Read them.

Nothing could be more enlightening, nothing could be
more encouraging, nothing could be more stimulating
than to read Lord Campbell's "Lives of the Lord
Chancellors." Nothing could be more interesting than
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to read his "Lives of the Lord Chief Justices of
England." No book upon the shelves could be read with
greater pleasure and with a greater degree of profit than
Foss' "Lives of the Judges." And if I recommend
what you may be enclined to consider a literary exercise,
or a form of pleasure or relaxation from the study of
your texts, or the cases themselves, I do so with a very
distinct purpose in mind. There are cases and cases.

There are judgments and judgments. There are lawyers
and lawyers. You should read cases which stand out
In the history of the law, and which have made the fame
and fortune of counsel. You should come in contact
with the judgments of the great minds which have
adorned the bench. By the reading of such books as

Lord Campbell's "Chancellors," or Lord Campbell's
"Chief Justices," or Foss' "Lives of the Judges," you
will inevitably familiarize yourself with the manner or

life and the habit of thought of the leading men in

your profession; you will be taught to discriminate
between cases, and to prefer the judgments of the great
judges, such as Lord Mansfield in the Common Law,�
to speak only of the later judges of England�of Sir
William Scott, later Lord Stowell, the greatest of English
authorities in Admiralty and International Law, and of
his distinguished brother, Lord Eldon, equally great in

Equity. By so doing, you will increase your knowledge,
you will enlarge your outlook, you will broaden your
interests. You will, unconsciously perhaps, be led to

select a great lawyer or judge as a model. You will be
led to discriminate between cases and judgments, and

instinctively to choose those that are the greatest, because
they bear the impress of the greatest minds.

Make of your study a duty, and by broadening it,
make of it a pleasure, and in both you will have a profit,
and a greater profit by combining them.
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Your Dean has spoken of our form of government
and of its great influence. Its influence is perhaps
greater than you may think at first sight because we

generally think, at least in first instance, in terms of our

own country. Ours is a government of laws, not of men.
To understand our government and to measure our

rights under it, we must know the laws. We must

familiarize ourselves with the principles underlying
them. This we must do as citizens of these United
States. But if we look beyond our ample boundaries,
we will find that the Constitution of this More Perfect
Union of ours is exercising an influence, and a greater
influence than those who framed it dreamed, great as

their expectations were of the growth of the country.
Last summer, at The Hague, a Committee of Jurists�

ten in number�of which Mr. Elihu Root was the
American member, sat together in the Peace Palace at

The Hague for a period of six weeks, to consider how
it was possible to draft a Court of International Justice.
With much good will, and because of a spirit of com

promise, they reached certain unanimous conclusions,
which they embodied in a project for the establishment
of a Permanent Court of International Justice.
Now I am sure that you will be very glad to learn that

in many ways the Committee profited by the experience
of the American bench, and of the American bar. And
it is not too much to say that a method of appointing
the judges was hit upon, acceptable to every member
of the Committee, because of the meeting of that Federal
Convention in Philadelphia, in the summer of 1787,
which framed what we lovingly and reverently call the
Constitution of the United States.

If you will bear with me a moment, sir, I would like
to explain how that happened.
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What had always stood in the way of forming an Inter
national Court of Justice, was the difficulty of appoint
ing the judges. Every nation which expects to be a party
litigant before that Court wishes to have a judge of its

nationality seated upon that bench, or at least, it wishes
to be on an equality with all other nations, in the trial
and disposition of cases. Now a man is, and must be,
a national of some one country, and as he does not cease

being a citizen of that country because of his appoint
ment to an international bench, it follows necessarily that
there must be some countries which will have judges
upon that bench. In other words, some persons will
have to be drawn from different countries, and as there
are approximately forty-five or fifty nations recognized
as members of the Society of Nations, and a Court to

be serviceable should not have more than nine or fifteen

judges, it follows necessarily that some nine or fifteen
nations will be preferred. Which are to be preferred?
The large nations insist that their representatives shall

be chosen; the small insist that theirs shall be chosen, or
that theirs shall not be discriminated against. The con

flict between the large States on the one hand, and the
small States on the other, proved the stumbling block of

the Court. The inequality has been the rock upon
which the Court has split.
When the other members of the Committee had spoken,

it became Mr. Root's turn to speak, for they spoke in

alphabetical order.
He said that in 1920, they found themselves face to

face with the problem which had, in 1907, baffled the

members of the Second Hague Peace Conference,�the

conflict between the large States and the small States.
"Let me suggest," he said in effect, "a method which has

been tried, and which has not been found wanting, and

which may perhaps be of service in this matter." He
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called the attention of his colleagues to the fact that in
1787 the Delegates of the free and sovereign States of

America, met in conference in Philadelphia, that they
found themselves divided into two groups, the large and
the small ; that the large States wanted a greater repre
sentation to protect their greater interests; that the
smaller States were unwilling to concede his, but that the
"difficulty was solved by creating a legislature of two

chambers. In one, the Senate, he said, large and small

had an equal representation. In the other, the House of

Representatives, each State was represented according to

its population. Mr. Root further called attention to

the fact that in the Council of the League of Nations
the large States have a preponderance, whereas, in the

Assembly of the League, each State has an equal vote.
He said that in the matter of legislation, the concurrence

of each House was necessary; that if there were a dead

lock, a Conference Committee of equal number was

chosen from the Senate and House of Representatives;
that the members of this Committee met and considered
the matter and reported to each House a compromise.
This compromise, he informed them, is agreed upon
under the pressure of public opinion, so that legislation
which the States require, is passed.
He therefore suggested that the method devised in the

Conference of the American States in Philadelphia, be
taken bodily from the Constitution, and that it be applied
to the matter before them. He therefore proposed that
in the appointment of judges, the interests of the large
as well as of the small States should be considered;
that the judges should be elected by the concurrent,
separate, independent action of the Council, representing
the larger States, and of the Assembly, representing the
smaller States upon a footing of equality, that if they
should fail to agree, a Committee of three members

[ 30 ]





 



from each body should meet as a Conference Committee,
and agree upon the names of the persons to be recom

mended to each of the bodies for appointment as judges.
This method, taken bodily from the great American
example, was unanimously accepted. It gives to each
body an equal share in the appointment of judges, and it
gives to each body a veto upon the abuse of power by
the other.

The method found acceptable to the members of the

Committee, has since been adopted by the Council of
the League of Nations, to which the project was sub

mitted, and it has only the past few days been accepted
by the Assembly of the League of Nations, at its first
session in Geneva, so that if the judges of this Permanent
International Court of Justice be appointed, and if the
Court itself be established, it will be because of the
Federal Convention of 1787. It will be because of the
American experiment and the lessons to be drawn from

its successful working. The framework already existed;
the structure of the Court was there. It needed only
the doors of the Temple of Justice to be opened, in order
that the judges might enter. This they are now able
to do, because America has been, and is.

Finally, gentlemen, if litigating nations appear before
the bench of this Court, when established, and if it

succeeds in administering justice between nations, it will
be because of another American experiment, of which
we are justly proud,�the Supreme Court of these United
States. For the first time in history a tribunal of States,
considering themselves to be free, sovereign, and indepen
dent, was appointed, in which State could sue State, and
justice be administered in suits between States, as justice
is administered in a Court of Justice between man and

man. The advisability and the feasibility, the won

derful success of a judicial tribunal in the midst of equal
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States, to ascertain their rights, to prescribe their duties.
have been made manifest by the Supreme Court of these

States, which has rendered decrees in no less than eighty
cases in suits to which the States of the American Union
have been parties.
If the judicial settlement of disputes between nations

is to be crowned with success, as we all hope that it will

be, it will be due to the fact that for more than a hun

dred years, the Supreme Court of the United States has

been in being, to accept and to decide controversies

brought to it by States of the American Union, and the

most persuasive and the most faultless examples of

decisions between States will be supplied by the judg
ments of the Supreme Court in such matters, to be found
in the official reports of this august tribunal.
But it is not only in these eighty cases that Interna

tional Law has been applied. Professor Eugene Wam-

baugh, who graces this occasion with his presence, has
made a very careful examination of the Supreme Court

Reports in order to ascertain to what extent International
Law has been applied by that Court in its decisions. He
informs me that in no less than two thousand, seven

hundred cases, passed upon and decided by the Supreme
Court of these United States, International Law has
either been in whole or in part, the basis of decision, or
that principles of International Law have been invoked
and considered.
The example of the United States, in which each State

renounced diplomacy and a resort to war, shows that if
this agency is a Court of Justice, created by the States,
for the settlement of their disputes which diplomacy has
failed to adjust and which, if unsettled, may lead to

war�if this example can be followed (and it can) and
if it is followed, as it is likely to be, the principles of

justice contained in these Reports which you see before
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you will, in the course of a few years, find a larger appli
cation, in this Permanent International Court of Justice.
and the rules of law obtaining in our Union, composed
of forty-eight States, will obtain in the Society of

Nations, composed of approximately an equal number,
administered in a Court created by them for this very
purpose, following in this respect the example of the
States of the American Union.
It is a wonderful prospect and proud we may Well be,

that not merely in the field of business, not solely in inter
national competition, not only upon the field of battle,
but in this larger and broader field, the domain of jus
tice, the More Perfect Union of the United States has
furnished the example which, if followed, will do right
between nations without prejudicing the just claims of

any nation; without a resort to force, without the sacrifice
of human life.

Address of Joseph Antoine Cantrell, Junior Class
of the Law School

DEAN HAMILTON, Reverend dear Father,
honored guests, members of the Faculty, Alumni,

students, and friends of Georgetown Law School:�

With these exercises, Georgetown men begin the cele
bration of the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of

the School of Law. Established in eighteen hundred
and seventy,�the School completes fifty years of life .in

nineteen hundred and twenty. Eighteen hundred and

seventy�nineteen hundred and twenty. It is significant
that these fifty years mark the period from the day when
the government of Prussia was exalted, to the present
moment when that government is humbled in the dust;
beginning with the Treaty of Versailles, after the
Franco-Prussian War, the proposition that "might is

[33]



right" was enthroned in international affairs,� in nine

teen hundred and twenty that proposition is discredited
before the world. It is no mere accident that this

period of the law's advance in ethical and moral

tone coincides with the foundation and growth of the

Georgetown Law School.
The Kingdom of Prussia has been swept away; it was

founded upon principles opposed to human liberty.
The Law School endures,�founded in the spirit of

democracy, its aim to preserve liberty through the study
of the law, and at the same time to encourage respect
for law by training young men for the honest and effi
cient administration of justice.
The whole struggle of society has been to express its

experience in permanent form, to bequeath to genera
tions yet to come the sum of human thought and expe

rience, in applying natural justice to the every-day
affairs of men. It is only when the judge and lawyer of
today has the benefit of the wisdom of judges and law

yers of the past at his command, that he can do justice
as between man and man, according to an organized
plan of law. As litigant after litigant appeals to the
Court for a decision, and as ruling after ruling is made,
the body of judicial precedent accumulates. The lawyer
of today may summon to his aid the robust common

sense of natural leaders like King Alfred; he may call

into council the ripe wisdom of the Roman praetor; he

may draw upon the shrewd and constructive genius of
the Norman Sergeants of the law; while nearer home
he finds the pure spirit of Marshall, and the inspired
learning of Story, Webster and Shaw. But all of this
is not enough. The best library in the end may be

nothing more than the largest collection of books. To
fulfill its office, the law of a country like ours must be
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a living force, it must obey the laws of life, it must have
a soul.
And the soul was implanted in Georgetown Law

School, as it was in Georgetown College, by the hand
of its Founder, Carroll. He saw clearly, as did Wash
ington and Franklin, his friends, that the great need of
their day was individual liberty. But the liberty for
which they longed, they knew also if it was to endure,
must be liberty under the law, liberty that would be
assured to the country by an organized machinery of

government. While the Fathers founded the State,
therefor, Carroll founded a great College to support and
sustain the State, to be a nursery of principle and of
honor. To the study of government in his College he
added the one thing necessary,�the study and teaching
of the moral law,� without which education and
law alike are vain. This great conception of Car

roll, his great idea of a University, could never have
been complete until there existed in the University
founded by him a school where young men might be
trained in a knowledge of the laws of our country,�
and in the interpretation of those laws upon the rules
of ethics as a basis. In the Law School of a University
founded by Carroll, therefore, the law is but a means,�

justice is the end.
The American lawyer of today looks out upon a field

crowded with problems which do not greatly differ
from those of Carroll's time. To meet such problems
and carry on our government as in the past we must

grasp the three-fold principle of personal initiative,
personal responsibility, and personal obligation, which
it is the purpose of this School to instil.
Our experience of the last few years makes the

blood of the students of Georgetown warm with

pride. As citizen-soldiers, the students of the Law
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School responded gallantly to their country's call
when in those dark days of nineteen hundred
and seventeen the clouds of war hung dark and

threatening against our free institutions founded on

right and justice; and the defenders of human liberty
who had through three bitter years opposed their bodies
to the onward sweep of autocracy, saw their powers
waning,�and the only succor, which in their extremity,
they dared hope might reach them,�was here in these
United States. The genius of America bridged the

Atlantic, and out of the halls of Georgetown her sons

marched gladly to strike a blow for democracy, and in
defense of free institutions of liberty and justice.
Crusaders, fired by the same zeal that sent men to the
defense of the Holy Sepulchre, our boys went forth. As
Crusaders they fought,�as heroes they died,�but not

in vain. It is with pardonable pride that we men of

Georgetown glory in the fact that this Institution born
in eighteen hundred and seventy, sent her sons to the
forefront of that splendid army which turned the tide
of war, and forever blotted from the earth the principle
that "might is right,"�and vindicated the honor of
even-handed justice.
Let us profit by this example, and take heed of the

warning. No more can the spirit of injustice prevail
in international affairs than it can in the conduct and
actions of the individual. A search of the records of
past events would have revealed time and time again
that whenever the principles of Divine Law were

opposed by any insidious motive,�the law must prevail.
To equip students for future difficulties and dangers,

the School has placed at our disposal this armory of
legal precedents. The aim of the Law School to extend
the boundaries of legal knowledge awakens instantly the
sympathy of every thoughtful man. Students, however.
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who seek to add to the sum of human knowledge must

learn first what is already known. Realizing the

greatness of that profession for which we are preparing,
and the responsibilities we must assume, the Faculty of

Georgetown Law School, prompted by a sense of duty,
have furnished, expanded, and now place at our dis

posal this magnificent repository of the stores of legal
learning. Poring over volume after volume, and stand

ing on the shoulders of earlier scholars, we gain a wider
outlook and a broader view; our powers of reasoning
become animated with the thrill of independent
thoughts and efforts; new and original principles and
ideas are developing in our minds, during our course

of preparation for the law; and we yearn the day when
we commence our careers, with indomitable spirit and

unconquerable will, to apply the training of the years
well spent at old Georgetown.
May this library ever be a source of knowledge,

inspiration and power, that shall continually furnish high
ideals and lead to large and noble achievements. May
all who drink at this fountain of jurisprudence imbibe

freely of that, which in the language of a lawyer of the
older day "has stood the test of long experience,�a

body of digested rules and processes, bequeathed to us

by all the ages of the past. The inspired wisdom of the

primal East, the robust genius of Athens and Rome,�
the keener modern sense of righteousness are in it. The
law comes down to us a mighty and continuous stream

of wisdom and experience, accumulated, ancestral,
widening and deepening and washing itself clearer as

it runs on,�the agent of civilization, the builder of a

thousand cities. To have lived through the ages of

unceasing trials, with the interests, passions and affairs
of men; to have lived through the drums and tramplings
of the conquest; through the revolution and reform and
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all the changing cycles of opinion ; to have attended the

progress of the race, and have gathered unto itself the

approbation of civilized humanity, is to have proved
that is carries with it some spark of immortality."
This* just tribute to the law should awaken in us a

desire and determination, by professional practice, pre
cept and example, to teach the great truth that in the
rule of law lies the people's hope.
Many of us may, we hope, one day administer the

law,�when we leave the walls of this splendid and gen
erous institution with its many volumes of legal lore

behind, and scatter out to various cities in every portion
of the Republic, in the true spirit of the doctrines here

inculcated,�and succeeding throngs of ingenuous youth,
will, I trust, be here imbued with the same spirit, as

long as our government remains, as it always will, a

government of laws.
And, in closing,�to you, beloved members of the

Faculty, who nave so fittingly provided this library for

us,�it is our earnest wish, that when another half cen

tury shall have passed,�when your heads have silvered
in the service of this, our Law School,�that we may
take our place in the vast army of Georgetown's illus
trious Alumni, and come back once more into the
extended arms of a still greater, better and brighter
Alma Mater,�and with gratitude and affection, greet
you with that greatest of all benedictions: "Well done,
thou good and faithful servants."
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Ill

REUNIONS OF LAW SCHOOL CLASSES

PON the conclusion of the exercises in the Library,
^�s the Alumni and their friends went to the different
classrooms of the Law School Building, where informal
reunions were held of the classes from 1872 to 1920,
each class, even the earliest, being represented by a num

ber of members. The classes were grouped and each

group was assigned to a classroom. In that room the
class pictures of the classes meeting there had been hung.
The President of the University had designated a Law
School graduate to preside at each reunion, for the pur
pose of calling the meeting to order, obtaining additional
information about Alumni, particularly in respect of
addresses. These informal class reunions were among
the most delightful gatherings of the entire celebration.
The organization of the class groups for these reunions
was as follows :

1872-1884�Graduate Class Room, 1st Floor, Main
Building. Associate Justice Ashley M. Gould,
Class of 1884, Chairman.

1885-1892�Hall Number Five, 1st Floor, Main Build
ing. Thomas Bryan Huyck, Class of 1892, Chair
man.

1893-1898�Hall Number Seven, 3rd Floor, Main
Building. James A. Toomey, Class of 1901, Chair
man.
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1899-1904�Hall Number Eight, 3rd Floor, Main

Building. Daniel W. O'Donoghue, Class of 1899,
Chairman.

1905-1908�Hall Number Six, 3rd Floor, Main Build

ing. James S. Easby-Smith, Class of 1893, Chair
man.

1909-1912�Hall Number Four, 2nd Floor, Main Build

ing. Thomas J. Fitzgerald, Class of 1911, Chair
man.

1913-1915�Hall Number Three, 2nd Floor, Main

Building. Jesse C. Adkins, Class of 1899, Chair
man.

1916-1918�Hall Number Two, 2nd Floor, New Build

ing. Joseph D. Sullivan, Class of 1899, Chairman.
1919-1920�Hall Number One, 2nd Floor, New Build

ing. Arthur A. Alexander, Class of 1902, Chair

man.

The following reception committee, in cap and

gown, was in charge, representing the Senior Class of

the Law School. Every State in the Union and the

Territories were represented by a student from the

Senior Class:

Law School Reception Committee for Jubilee
Celebration Representing the Senior Class

John Marshall Karns, Illinois, President Senior Class, Chairman
Ward Hunt, Washington, President, Hamilton Law Club
Maurice Holohan Lanman, Chancellor, Carroll Law Club
Bazil Bryan Mulligan, Massachusetts, President, Gould Law Club
Frank William Cullen, New York, President Senior Debating

Society
Thomas Hazard Gardiner, Rhode Island, President, Junior Debat

ing Society
Paul Anthony Sweeney, Oklahoma, Dean, White Senate, Delta

Theta Phi Fraternity
Thomas Sullivan, Chancellor, Gamma Eta Gamma Fraternity
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Joseph Aloysius Mark, "A," Georgetown Chapter, Delta Chi
Fraternity

Simon Hirshman, Chancellor, Phi Alpha Fraternity
Charles Edward Royer, Chancellor, Sigma Nu Phi Fraternity
James Leslie McNamara, Justiqe, Phi Alpha Delta Fraternity
Clopper Almon, Alabama
John Russell Renoe, Arizona
Donald Blount Gatling, Arkansas
Brian Eugene Gagan, California
Charles Sterne, Colorado
Lewis Edwin Hoffmann, Connecticut
Guilford Stanley Jameson, Delaware
William Curtis Brooker, Florida
Esmond Hughes Callahan, Georgia
George Ainslie Nugent, Idaho
James Bazil Wagstaff, Indiana
Edward Bernard Dunn, Iowa
Charles L. Carson, Kansas
John Joseph Cooney, Kentucky
Lawrence Albert Moloney, Louisiana
Edward Joseph Callahan, Maine
Dan McIntyre Vann, Maryland
Jacob Ark, Massachusetts
George Washington Carr, Michigan
Maurice Joseph Mulvahill, Minnesota
Frank Marion Weaver, Mississippi
Lloyd W. Holmes, Missouri
William Patrick Donnelly, Montana
Edward Austin Jones, Nebraska
Joseph Aloysius Stuckey, Nevada
Emmet Donald Borden, New Hampshire
Reynolds Corson Massey, New Jersey
Gilberto Antonio Espinosa, New Mexico
William Alonzo Dyke, New York
Walter Emmanuel Eliff, North Carolina
Sigurd Nelson Ostrem, North Dakota
Thomas Edward O'Hern, Ohio
Robert Arnold Burns, Oregon
Samuel Mutchler Shipman, Pennsylvania
Lawrence Joseph Hogan, Rhode Island

Harlan Wood, South Carolina
Wellington George Brown, South Dakota

Oliver Kenneth King, Tennessee

William Jarrel Smith, Texas
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Jesse Kimball Smith, Utah
James Harry Welch, Vermont
William Nicholas Manger, Virginia
Joseph Lyle Shifflette, West Virginia
Raphael McNulty O'Hora, Wisconsin
Walter Dyer Hays, Wyoming
Thaddeus Green Benton, Washington, D. C.
Louis Camilo Trigo, Porto Rico
Agaton Rolloda Yaranon, Philippine Islands.
Charles Bishop Dwight, Hawaii
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IV

THE MILITARY MASS

SUNDAY morning Georgetown's Blue and Gray
mingled with the folds of Old Glory as hundreds

of alumni attending the Golden Jubilee Reunion bowed
their heads in prayerful tribute to the fifty-four gradu
ates of the University who died in the World War.
Headed by Chief Justice White, of the United States

Supreme Court, and Dean Hamilton of the Law School,
the procession marched to Dahlgren Chapel in the Col

lege quadrangle, where an impressive military Mass
was held in honor of the dead heroes. At the solemn
moment of consecration three volleys were fired in slow
salute by two cadet companies of the Reserve Officers'

Training Corps, commanded by Major William H.
Hobson. Then the clear strains of the soldier's "taps"
sounded the note of requiem. As the choir of Trinity
Church sang "America," the assembly marched out of
the Chapel to the College halls. They passed between
the rows of cadets who stood at military salute. The
sermon for the occasion was preached by the Rev.
Thomas I. Gasson, S.J., Dean of the Graduate School.
The celebrant of the Mass was the Rev. Vincent S. Mc-

Donough, S.J., assisted by the Rev. Francis R. Donovan,
S.J., deacon, and Rev. Anthony Guenther, S.J., sub-
deacon. Arrangements for the Mass were in charge of
President John B. Creeden, while the reception com

mittee was composed of Col. James S. Easby-Smith,
chairman; Maj. Adolph A. Hoehling, Maj. Thomas

Ruffin, Maj. Charles T. Hendley, Maj. Richard R. Farr,
Maj. William L. Browning, Capt. Hugh J. Fegan,
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Capt. Charles E. Roach, Capt. Frank Sprigg Perry,
Capt. William W. Bride, Capt. Leo P. Harlow, Lieut.
Richard O. Sanderson, Lieut. Francis W. Hill, Lieut.

Raymond J. Abbaticchio, and Lieut. Lucien H. Van
Doren. Special music for the Mass was arranged by
Herbert Wells, organist of Trinity. Miss Agnes Whe-
lan was the soloist.
The following sermon was delivered by Rev. Thomas

I. Gasson, Dean of the Graduate School of George
town College.

� SERMON�

"THOU shalt sanctify the fiftieth year
* * *

because it is the year of Jubilee."�Lev. XXV, 10.

WELL nigh four thousand years have passed since
this proclamation was made by a profound philosopher,
a wise legislator and a remarkable leader of a gifted
people, and since that time thoughtful men have always
regarded the fiftieth year as a noteworthy landmark in
the existence of any form of human organization,
whether literary, intellectual or national. It is a time
in which to pause, as it were, and to reflect upon the
dreams of the past and the achievements up to the pres
ent, it is a time to plan for broader and more enduring
efforts in the days to come. In keeping with this time-
honored custom, the Law School of Georgetown Uni
versity, which is now rounding out five decades of
beneficent activity, has decided to commemorate the
event with marked and appropriate ceremonies.
Now in this celebration it is eminently fitting that

religion should lend the sublimity of its public worship
and the splendor of its fullest ritual to the solemnity of
the occasion, thus emphasizing the deep importance of
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the anniversary and the practical lessons to be gleaned
therefrom. It is eminently fitting, I say, that religion
should have a share in this celebration, for between the
Law and Religion there is so intimate a connection that
both must be regarded as natural co-workers in the all-

important work of directing and of safeguarding the
members of the human family. Is it not the province
of Religion to make known to men the purpose of our

existence, the final destiny in the drama of life, the laws

by which that purpose is accomplished and that destiny
reached? Does not religion draw back the curtain
that hides the future from us? Does it not take the
keenest delight in disclosing to us dazzling visions of

entrancing happiness, thus urging us on to lead noble
and blameless lives? In other words, Religion is the

supreme moulder of man's spiritual nature, the secure

guide of the pilgrim of time to his eternal home.

In like manner the Law is man's trusted guide in all

that concerns his temporal welfare, for it points out in

emphatic terms the paths of human integrity, and it

indicates in stern language the devious and treacherous

byways which must be avoided, if moral destruction is

to be escaped. The laws of a country may well be
labelled "guides along the paths of personal and civic

uprightness," and every man who conscientiously and

constantly follows these guides must grow in moral grace
and vigor. It is true that Religion penetrates into the
inmost sanctuary of the heart, whereas the Law remains

reverently without; it is true that Religion challenges
the motive and the mainsprings of action, whereas the
Law deals with the external deed�but both unite in

toiling unceasingly for the welfare of the human race;
and the best interests of humanity are most effectively
served when both work together in complete and

unfeigned harmony. Hence the province of the Law is
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to mould man's outer life, to raise him to the plane of

dignified human activity and to save him, if possible,
from falling below the horizon of a sound moral code,
of a safe moral standard.
But there are occasions when civil law and the mem

bers of the legal profession are raised to a dignity far

beyond that occupied by a mere guide of the human

family. Those summoned and elevated to active mem

bership in our legislative assemblies are called to share,
in a sense, the throne of the Master of the Universe.
The making of Laws is God's inviolable right. It is

His prerogative to write on the hearts af mankind the
fundamental principles of the great Law of Nature�

that law which rests upon the essence of things and their

necessary relations of one with the other�that law which
binds by force divine and from which no exemption can

ever be granted. But this Law, being for all times and
for all circumstances, is not always clear as to its appli
cation in many of the complex activities of man; thus
the rightfulness of self-defence in case of unlawful attack
is clear to every normal being, yet it is not always clear
that certain acts of resistance are acts of self-defence
and for the lifting of all doubt in such cases we must

rely upon the wisdom of the human legislator. Is not

this a power beyond all description?
But not only in cases involving obscurity is the human

legislator granted a share in the world's government.
The precepts of the Natural Law are couched in general
terms, they are not specific in expression or definite in
form. They tell us, for example, that crime must be

punished, but they do not define either the nature or the
duration of the punishment. Hence there is another

weighty reason why we must appeal to the human legis
lator to draw up a code of punishments which shall
exercise a deterrent influence upon the wayward mem-
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bers of society. Furthermore, the Natural Law does
not always vindicate itself in this life, it speaks of splen
did rewards and of dire punishments in the life beyond
the grave. Lawless and depraved men are frequently
willing to risk the future under the goadings of wild and
insatiable passions. To hold them in check, to prevent
them from wrecking the temple of civilization, human

legislators must devise and enact those material penalties
and those physical chastisements which will be effective

weapons against the assassins of humanity. In very
truth the dignity of the legislator, resembling as it does,
the work of the Creator, is worthy of our unbounded
admiration and respect.
Let me also recalli to your minds that just as no form

of religion can claim the allegiance of intelligent beings,
unless it can submit incontrovertible proofs of its divine

origin, unless its credentials demonstrate without the
least shadow of a doubt that it is a message from the

Deity, so must the law show conclusively that its com

mands are in strict keeping with the dictates of the great
Law of Nature which can be traced back to the Supreme
Lawgiver and his incomparable Wisdom. If the voice
of man is at variance with the voice of God, if the
human command violates the principles of right and

equity, if man in arrogant despotism seeks to crush his
victim under legislative burdens which cannot possibly
be borne, then the human lawmaker cannot expect
either respect or obedience. Only when his legislation
can vindicate for itself the sanction of the Law of Nature
and consequently, in the ultimate analysis, of Eternal
Wisdom itself, can the human legislator be regarded as

justly exercising the power of sovereignty that has been
vested in him.
Permit me also to place before you the fact that just

as religion answers to the deepest cry of the human soul
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so does the law, in its judicial capacity, answer to the

deepest cry of the human heart. Man's soul craves for

knowledge of the Supreme Being, it yearns for union
with the Infinite, and to this cry true religion furnishes
a satisfactory answer. Now man's heart craves for jus
tice and it turns to the law to have that yearning met

and satisfied. It might, perhaps, be thought that the
most intense cry of the heart is for bread�but a

thorough search into the records of history will convince
all reflecting men that deeper than the prayer of the

starving toiler for bread, more piercing than the moan

of the thirst-tortured desert-wanderer for water is the

prayer and the moan of wronged humanity for justice.
Read the annals of human suffering and note the many
instances in which men and women have preferred to

die by starvation than to acquiesce in the evil machina
tions of the unjust. "Give us justice," was the urgent
appeal of the Barons and people of England, led by the
heroic archbishop of Canterbury, at Runnymede in 1215,
and the Magna Charta was reluctantly and sullenly
signed by King John. "Give us justice" was again in 1689
the urgent appeal of the English people, and the Bill of

Rights was signed. "Give us justice" was the reechoing
demand of the American Colonists, and the refusal to

answer that demand led to the Declaration of Indepen
dence and to the establishment of a people vowed to

render justice at every cost and peril and today from one

quarter of the globe to the other we hear the reverberating
shout of millions of enchained peoples, "Give us jus
tice"�for only when justice reigns will peace and

security and prosperity abound among the nations.
Now the ministers of justice are chosen from the mem

bers of the legal fraternity, and we look to them for

protection against the marauder, the robber, the destroyer
of society. "The judge," said one of the wisest of the
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ancients, "is justice personified." See to it, then, that
the white robe of justice be not soiled or bespattered
by the foul marks of brutal wrong. Decisions which
are not rooted in the eternal principles of justice are not

the verdicts which will win the approval of Heaven,
but they are shackles forged by unprincipled tyrants.
destined to transform inoffensive people into gangs of

pirates and bands of rebels.
These points of similarity between Religion and the

Law distinctly exhibit the sublime dignity of the legal
profession and the eminent character which its members
are called upon to sustain and no Law School is worthy
of the name unless, in union with its lectures upon the
various Codes of a country, it impresses constantly
upon its students the high rank and the lofty dignity
of the jurist. To the glory of the Law School of

Georgetown University be it said that this solemn teach

ing has never been overlooked; its professors have

always striven, not to give their students a mere smatter

ing of codes and precedents, it has always striven
not to make their students mere lispers of legal phrase
ology, mere prattlers of legal lore, but they have bent

every faculty, they have consecrated all their energies
to the teaching of law as an ennobling profession and to

the inculcating of those principles of conduct which
tend of themselves to build the lofty character of the

genuine jurist. Now deeds are the test of character, and
just as religion in the individual is of little value, unless
it becomes an active formative principle in the life of
the individual, so the votary of law does not merit recog
nition, unless he translates into personal integrity and

loyal service to citizens and to country the dignity and
the principles of the legal profession. Judged by this
standard the Law School of this University may well be

proud of its past and present student body. In every
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State of the Union we find the graduates of this school,
quitting themselves as true men and true citizens, men

whose personal lives one may examine and not have to

retreat before a maimed or fragmentary manhood, men

in whose home life one detects all the glamor of abiding
domestic happiness, men who are never lacking either
in generous help to their fellow-countrymen or in

unfaltering loyalty to their country.
In the recent world crisis when all civilized nations

reeled under the shock of Titanic powers, an appeal went
forth from our Chief Executive for workers in the cause

espoused by our country, and the students of the George
town Law School rallied 'round the Flag of Freedom
with enthusiastic generosity, delaying not a moment in

passing from the classroom to the barracks, exchanging
the text-book for the rifle and bayonet, and the civilian

garb for the accoutrements of war. Who shall ade

quately describe their achievements in the camp and on

the battlefield, in the trenches and on the seas, fighting
in the clouds and fighting in the blood-reddened lines of
close battle? Never was a Georgetown man known
either to hesitate even for a moment at the post of immi
nent danger, or exhibit even the shadow of a craven

manhood, but one and all went forth joyously to give
proof of the sturdy mettle of Georgetown bravery and
the unquestionable fire of Georgetown patriotism.
Would that time permitted me to depict for you some

of the inspiring scenes furnished by Georgetown men in
those gigantic struggles! Picture to yourselves the wild
and bleak stretches, the shifting morasses of Northern
Russia and behold there Georgetown men leading fear
less American soldiers in dashing onslaughts; picture
to yourselves the snow-clad heights of the Italian Alps
and behold the intrepid Georgetown scholar, John J.
Buckley, a champion pilot of our air squadrons, receiv-
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ing his death-wound in an heroic attempt to overcome

the enemy's air fleet; picture to yourselves the gallant
William Sheehan, another Georgetown student, shot to

pieces in the Argonne, while he was leading his com

pany "over the top;" picture to yourselves the unselfish

John Mahlum, the hero of many a football triumph,
with limbs shattered by cruel shells while his life-blood

slowly oozed away in a hospital tent in Northern France;
picture to yourselves the war-wrecked streets of towns

in Flanders and there behold the Georgetown men in

lonely sentry duty at the points of danger; picture to

yourselves a bloody encounter between the opposing gun
crews on the fierce waves of the turbulent Atlantic and
there behold the last scene in the life of the chivalrous
and dauntless John Ahern as a well-directed shell from
the foe shivers into atoms the body of this genuine leader
and of his courageous men.

Gentlemen of the Law School of Georgetown Uni

versity, you are privileged to be trained in legal lore
by men who have the loftiest concept of their profession
and who, in consequence teach law in the highest pos
sible way; you are privileged to have before your eyes
in the lives and memories of Georgetown's noble and

lion-hearted sons, stirring examples of exalted character

and of inspiring patriotism. You are the inheritors of

grand traditions and you enjoy the rich legacy of unblem
ished lives and of golden deeds. On this fiftieth anni

versary let me urge you all to be true to the principles
inculcated in this school and to the glorious traditions

of this venerable University. Stand as an impregnable
force for the security and dignity of personal upright
ness, stand for the security of the home against the malign
powers that are seeking to destroy it, stand for the

security of Society against the piratic hordes that are

toiling for its annihilation,�and stand for justice,�
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should any unjust thought strive to gain entrance into

your soul, refuse it admission,�should any unjust word
tremble on your lips, throttle it, before it is given expres

sion,�should any unjust deed be suggested to you, hurl

the suggestion from you with righteous indignation, and
thus keep forever unsullied the white ermine of legal
and judicial integrity. Join hands with Religion in her
beneficent efforts to lift our race to the highest plane of
Christian civilization, and stand before the world as a

guardian-angel of Humanity's noblest aspirations, its

highest aims and its loftiest welfare.
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Charles M. Hoffman, Esq.,
One of the Founders of the Law School

and its First Secretary.



 



V

Reception

In the afternoon at four o'clock the President of the

University and the members of the Law School faculty
held an informal reception at the College in the Riggs
Library in honor of the visiting alumni. They were

assisted by Mrs. George E. Hamilton, Mrs. James S.

Easby-Smith, Mrs. Ashley M. Gould, Mrs. Daniel W.

O'Donoghue, Mrs. Charles E. Roach, and many young
ladies from the Georgetown Visitation Convent. An
orchestra furnished the music for the occasion and
refreshments were served. Members of the Senior
Class acted as ushers and escorted many visitors through
the College buildings.
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VI

THE ACADEMIC EXERCISES

AT four o'clock on the afternoon of Monday, Decem
ber 6, 1920, a formal session of all the Faculties of

Georgetown University was convened by the President
of the University in Gaston Hall, Georgetown College.
The program of the exercises was as follows:

"

Sanctificabisque annum quinquagesimum * * *

Revertetur homo ad possessionem suam et unusquisque
rediet ad familiam pristinam.
"Quia jubilaeus est et quinquagesimus annus."

Levit. xxv, 10.
ACADEMIC EXERCISES

Commemorating the Fiftieth Anniversary
of the Founding of

THE LAW SCHOOL OF
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

December 6th
MCMIXX

At 4 P. M. in Gaston Hall
The Order of Proceedings

Delegates from institutions of Learning, Members of
the various Faculties of the University, Invited Guests
of Honor and the distinguished Alumni upon whom
degrees are to be conferred will assemble in the several
designated rooms, whence they will proceed in proces
sion to Gaston Hall.
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The Dean of the Law School, George E. Hamilton,
LL.D., will open a formal convocation with an address

commemorating the fiftieth year from the Founding of
the Georgetown Law School.
The President of the University, the Reverend John

B. Creeden, S.J., Ph.D., D.D., will respond.
Music�Overture Flotow
The Deans of the several Departments will propose

to the University that Honorary Degrees be conferred
on certain distinguished Alumni who have merited well
of Georgetown University and the persons on whom

they are to be conferred will be presented to the Presi
dent of the University in the following order:

Doctors of Law

George McNeir, LL.B. '81, LL.M. '82, of New York.
Hon. Ashley M. Gould, LL.B. '84, of the District of

Columbia.
Hon. David C. Westenhaver, LL.M. '84, of Ohio.
J. S. Easby-Smith, LL.B. '93, LL.M. '94, of the Dis

trict of Columbia.

John J. Fitzgerald, LL.B. '95, LL.M. '96, of Rhode
Island.

Martin Conboy, LL.B. '98, LL.M. '99, of New York.
Daniel W. O'Donoghue, LL.B. '99, LL.M. '00, of the

District of Columbia.
Hon. Thomas J. Spellacy, LL.B. '01, of Connecticut.
The Alumni and Undergraduates will sing in unison

"Sons of Georgetown."
Music�March, "Georgetown University" Lent
The Honorable Willard Bartlett, former Chief Jus

tice of the Court of Appeals of the State of New York
will deliver the closing address.

Recessional
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Among the distinguished judges, lawyers and scholars

present were the following: The Honorable the Chief

Justice of the United States, Edward Douglas White;
The Honorable A. Mitchell Palmer, Attorney General
of the United States; Reverend John B. Creeden, S.J.,
Ph.D., D.D., President of the University; Dean George
E. Hamilton, LL.D., Dean of the Law School; Honor
able Constantine J. Smythe, Chief Justice of the Court
of Appeals of the District of Columbia ; Associate Jus
tice Charles H. Robb and Associate Justice Josiah A.
Van Orsdel, of the same Court; Honorable Henry S.

Boutell, Former Minister to Switzerland, Professor of
Constitutional Law, Georgetown Law School, and the

following Professors of the Law Faculty: John J. Ham
ilton, A. A. Hoehling, Jesse C. Adkins, Honorable John
E. Laskey, U. S. Attorney for the District of Columbia,
William J. Hughes, Thomas Ewing, Hugh J. Fegan,
Assistant Dean of the Law School, Francis S. Maguire,
Reverend Thomas I. Gasson, Dean of the Graduate

School, Joseph D. Sullivan, H. Prescott Gatley, Rudolph
H. Yeatman, Howard Boyd, A. A. Alexander, Thomas
J. Hurney, Charles E. Roach, Edmund Brady, Robert
A. Maurer, James A. Toomey, William E. Leahy, J.
Julien Southerland, Ralph B. Fleharty, F. Sprigg Perry,
Frederick Stohlman, Seth Shepard, Sidney E. Talia

ferro, William J. Kavanagh, Edwin J. McKee. Among
the delegates of other colleges and learned societies were

the following: Professor Eugene Wambaugh, Harvard
Law School; William E. Mikell and William H. Lloyd,
of the University of Pennsylvania Law School; Homer
Albers, Dean, and Associate Justice Wendell P. Staf

ford, Boston University Law School; Doctor Peter J.
McLaughlin, Vice Dean, Catholic University Law
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School; Harlan F. Stone, Dean, Columbia University-
Law School, and Ralph Giffard, Columbia University
Law School; Reverend George A. McGovern, Regent
of Detroit Law School; Reverend Francis P. LeBuffe,
Regent, Fordham Law School; Reverend Paul R. Con-

niff, President, Gonzaga College; Max Schoetz, Dean
of Marquette University Law School; Paul E. Schorb,
North Dakota University Law School; Senator Selden
P. Spencer, Washington University Law School ; Charles
Noble Gregory, University of Wisconsin Law School;
Hon. Albert A. Reed, Cornell University Law School;
Ellen Spencer Mussey, Dean Emeritus, and Emma M.

Gillette, Dean, Washington College of Law; Hayden
Johnson, National University Law School; Merton Le-

Roy Ferson, Dean, George Washington University Law
School. Mrs. Annette Abbott Adams, Assistant Attorney
General of the United States, University of California;
Professor William H. Holmes, Director, National Gal
lery of Art, Smithsonian Institution; Duane E. Fox,
University of Michigan Law School; Hon. Matt. I. Sul
livan, Dean, St. Ignatius University Law School; Hon.
Wm. L. Frierson, Solicitor General of the United States ;
Rev. Michael Kenny, S. J., Regent, Loyola University
Law School; Hon. Joseph F. O'Connell, Suffolk Law

School; Rev. James A. Gaaffe, S. J., St. Joseph's College,
Philadelphia.

Address of Reverend W. Coleman Nevils, Dean of

the Department of Arts and Sciences

HONORABLE delegates, on the part of the Presi

dent and Directors of Georgetown College; on

behalf of the Faculty of our School of Law, and of the

students of the Law School, eleven hundred strong, it
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gives me great pleasure to bid you welcome, and to

assure you that now, as ever in the past 131 years of our

establishment, our sister colleges are still bound to us

by esteem and affection.
It is gratifying to note that distance has been no bar

rier to your graciousness�the western shores are rep
resented here, as are the most distant parts of the south
and the central west.

The schools in our midst have clustered about us and
have joined us to make this a festivity of heartfelt
enthusiasm.

The senior class of our Law School this year has a rep
resentative from each of the 48 states ; fit, then, is it that
our delegates should come to us from all parts of these
United States. We are pleased to know, too, that our
oldest college is represented; that we have also a rep
resentative from the first that was officially called a

university. We greet, with loving affection, too, the

youngest of America's law schools.

Welcome, then, honorable delegates, and I trust that
each one of you will express to your Alma Mater our

great gratitude for your coming, and our heartfelt wish
that the ties of friendship, which we have always had
and have now, may never be broken.

Address of George E. Hamilton, LL. D., Dean of the
Law School

LADIES and Gentlemen, Distinguished Delegates
from Sister Universities, Reverend Rector of George

town University and Gentlemen of the Faculties:�

The School of Law, on this, the Fiftieth Anniversary
of its organization, now firmly established in the con-
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James S. Easby-Smith, A.B., '91, A.M., '92, Hon. David C. Westen havek, LL.M., '84,
LL.B., '93, LL.M., '94, of the District of of Ohio

Columbia.
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fidence of the people, proud of its past and determined
to realize the great promise of the future, desires to

submit today a record of its effort and accomplishment
in the field of legal education.
The record to be presented will disclose advancement

through struggle, sound development and amazing
growth�all inspired, nourished and directed by the

spirit of service to country inherited from the parent
institution�the University of Georgetown.
The School of Law is a part of the plan of George

town's Founder, the Priest and Patriot, John Carroll,
the associate of the leaders of the Revolution, the makers
of the American Republic.
The foundation of Georgetown was coincident almost

with the birth of the Union, and was conceived in the
heart and brain of a man who saw, and foresaw, that
the safety and stability of a government by the people
would depend upon the morality and education of that

people.
Even in its beginnings, the great experiment in popular

government was brought face to face with the possibility
of failure because of the indifference and ignorance of
its electorate regarding the duties and obligations of

citizenship.
The love of liberty that had welded the Colonists

into a united army of patriots and led them through
years of war to victory and independence, seemed,
when the tension of battle had ended, scarcely strong
enough to hold and pilot them through the difficulties
and dangers that confronted the Union of States in its
formative period.
Nor was this to be wondered at. The war had

seriously disturbed, if not destroyed, the business, com

mercial and financial life of the Colonists, and the new
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Republic, with an empty treasury, a credit to be estab
lished and a co-ordination in operation to be constructed,
was powerless for a time to reassure the people or to

remove at once the causes of disaffection.

The passing from autocracy to self-government was

sudden; the Colonists knew the evils of the one, but had

yet to learn the blessings of the other, and thus, lacking
the power of self-control, and uninstructed in civic

direction, became the easy prey of the agitator, who
even at that early day was present and prompt to work

upon the passions, the ignorance and the selfish ambi
tions of a people, weakened by a wasting war, harrassed

by present want and without a clear understanding of

the future's promise.
To bring order out of confusion, to steer the ship of

state through the narrows of doubt and conflicting
views, through the cross-fires of selfish aims, of political
and personal prejudices, into a channel of safe direction,
taxed�and taxed severely�even the almost superhuman
wisdom, patriotism and courage with which God, in
His providence, had endowed the builders of the
American Republic.
They saw the institution of their creation and love,

the greatest experiment in human government ever con
ceived by man�a government of the people, by the

people and for the people, threatened, attacked and
strained�even to the breaking point, and for a period
short, but bitter, it seemed doubtful if the masses could
control themselves or be controlled in peace, even by the
master minds that had led them through the fires of a

terrible war to victory and freedom.

Fortunately for America and fortunately for the

world, love for the new Republic was as strong in the
hearts of the Revolutionary patriots as was hatred to
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oppression, and their courage, endurance and leadership
in war was equaled, if not surpassed, by their forti

tude, statesmanship and direction in peace.
With matchless wisdom they gauged, met and over

came the great spirit of popular unrest, a condition due
to the violent reaction of the revolutionary struggle ; and

by example, precept and teachings from pulpit, forum
and platform, through the press and by personal touch
they taught the people to know the security, the bless

ings and dignity of self-government, and brought to

them a realization of the great truth that obedience to

law is liberty.
This crucial time, so full of doubt, difficulty and

dangers happily overcome, was nevertheless one of the
most constructive periods in the country's history. It
was the supreme test of the newly-established Govern
ment. The conditions then faced were fruitful in les
sons of useful meaning in the science of popular
government, and these, forcefully impressed and wisely
applied, have since constituted a chart and compass in
Federal direction.
One of the most important of the truths then made

evident was that a government by the people must

depend for its stability, its perpetuity and progress upon
the education and morality of that people, and that the

great need of the moment was to provide for the educa
tion of the masses, that ignorance might be dispelled and

passions controlled.
The conditions of the then present spoke most force

fully of this great future need and argued most elo

quently that steps be taken to meet that need.
The education of the people was a dominant thought

in the minds of the sponsors of popular government,
and found frequent expression in the speeches and letters
of the strong men of every section.
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At this time the universities and colleges of America
were few in number�Harvard, Yale and Princeton

leading in prominence, and of these the greatest was

Harvard, which then stood, as she stands today, pre
eminent among the universities of America and in the
foremost line of the universities of the world. These

institutions, however, were located in the East, and were

open only to those seeking higher education.
To meet the pressing needs of the new-born Nation

required the establishment of universities in the South,
more colleges in the East, and sufficient schools of useful
instruction throughout the States.
The great impediment to action, however, grew out

of the impoverished condition of the people and of the

Government, the inevitable result of a long and wasting
war, which had left the people and the new-born Union

bankrupt, save only in courage, patriotism and the deter
mination to survive.

Washington dreamed of a great National University,
to be located at the seat of Government, but never saw
the fulfillment of his dream, and to the discredit and
detriment of our country the University of Washington's
desire and planning was never established.

Jefferson, in 1779, offered a scheme of public educa

tion, which included a University. His plan was not

then acted upon or afterwards developed along the lines
intended by its author, but from Jefferson's subsequent
labors and direction the University of Virginia was

finally chartered by the Virginia Legislature and estab
lished in 1825.
While Washington and Jefferson and others almost as

great, hampered by political and financial conditions,
were planning to safeguard the Nation by providing for
the education of future generations, John Carroll, the

pioneer of Catholic education in America, animated by
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the same desire, guided by the same foresight, poor, and
with no endowment to bestow save only the loyalty and
devotion of his Brothers of the Society of Jesus, erected
in 1789 on this site Georgetown College, the beginning
and foundation of the University of Georgetown.
The step taken was a bold one, but Carroll, who had

served the Colonists in their struggle for freedom, was

intent only on the preservation of the blessings and bene
fits of the free government that had come through that

struggle, and accordingly and by this foundation dedi
cated himself and his Brothers of Loyola to the service
and protection of the Republic through the right edu
cation of the people.
With Carroll, action swiftly followed conclusion,

and the modest college building which was to be the
corner stone of a great University, was erected on the
banks of the Potomac, and within the territory destined
to become the seat of the Federal Government.

Confronted by poverty, by popular indifference and
even by active opposition of some of his more timid

brethren, Carroll held steadfastly to his purpose, and to

objectors and critics, in words worthy of the great
Patriot and Priest, replied :

"I will consecrate my time, my energies and my
talents to the prosecution of this work in the cause

of Christian education, and with God's blessing it
shall succeed,"

and through the compelling force and faith of this
"Great American who lived for God and native land,"
and whose courage could not be daunted, it did succeed.
Carroll's prophecy has come true, and under a kindly

Providence his school has grown from its modest begin
nings into a University whose combined schools of Arts

[ 63 J



and Science, Medicine, Law, Dentistry and Foreign
Service, give it a place among the foremost institutions
of learning in the land.

Measured by years, from 1789 to 1920 is not a very

long period in the life of a nation or in the life of a

University, but measured by the great events and con

ditions that have been crowded into the history of a Nation
and into the history of Georgetown, we must stand
amazed that so much of great moment, extraordinary
happenings and of splendid accomplishment could be
contained in the short space of 131 years.

Time does not permit me to dwell upon the marvel
of all ages, the rapid rise to greatness and to supremacy
of our glorious Republic, or tell of her unprecedented
growth and upbuilding, of her marvellous progress, her
power, influence and place among the nations of the
world, of her peaceful conquests in science and art, in
invention and discovery, her triumphs in war and diplo
macy through which the God-given rights of life, liberty
and property have been preserved and saved to men and
to nations, and the blessings of democratic institutions
extended almost over the civilized world.

Let me say only that the great experiment in Govern
ment conceived, planned and established by the Fathers
of the Republic, has become and is today a vital, saving
and controlling force in the progress, direction and free
dom of men on earth, in the advancement of civiliza
tion and the security and happiness of mankind.

If time permitted it would be interesting to review
the record of Georgetown's accomplishment during the
same period, and which throughout are entwined with
the Nation's growth and needs, but of this I will only
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say that the foundations laid by Carroll were wide, deep
and enduring, and their upbuilding was committed by
him to men as strong in religious zeal, in patriotism and
the spirit of service, as was the Founder himself.

Indeed, his successors in direction seem to have inher
ited those qualities of mind and heart that made Carroll

conspicuous even in the age of great men.

In the warp and woof of Georgetown's being, from
the beginning, through struggle and in progress, down
even to this day, is interwoven the devotion, the sacri

fices, the courage and abilities of the great order of
educators to whom were committed the destinies of

Georgetown University.
Each successive administration, from the Rectorship

of Robert Plunkett to the Rectorship of John B. Cree

den, is an illuminating milestone marking the broad

highway of Georgetown's progress through the valleys
of struggle onward and upward to the higher levels of

certain success.

To name these men of noble deeds and to pay to them
a grateful tribute may not now be done, but their impress
is stamped imperishably upon the institutions of George
town, and they will live in our memories forever.

In 1815 Carroll's College, under the name of the

President and Directors of Georgetown College, was

incorporated, and authorized to confer the usual aca

demic and college degrees, and the powers thus con

ferred were by the subsequent act of 1844 further

enlarged and more fully expressed.
In 1851 the Medical Department of the University

was established, and steadily advancing to meet the devel-
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opments and requirements of a progressive age, it has

maintained a standard of excellence second to none in

this country. It has contributed to the profession men

of the highest order of ability, training and influence,
and under the direction of Dean Kober, physician,
philanthropist and educator, it will make even larger
contributions to the science of medicine.

Out of this Department has grown also a well-organ
ized and well-equipped School of Dentistry.
After the Civil War and when our country was

emerging from the violent reaction which was necessarily
a sequel to that great struggle, the necessity for the lib
eral education of the people was again forcefully im

pressed upon all educators and thoughtful men.
Georgetown, because of its location and traditions,

seeing, perhaps with a clearer vision, this need of educa
tional extension, prepared to meet it, and in 1870
entered upon the period of its greatest activity and
advancement.

In June of that year the then Rector, Rev. Bernard
A. Maguire, announced the establishment of the Law

Department, its opening to be held in the October fol

lowing. While this announcement was made by Father

Maguire, and the organization of the School of Law

completed under the Rectorship of the Rev. John Early,
its establishment was first conceived in the mind of the
Rev. P. F. Healey, then Director of Studies, and who,
a few years later made Rector of the University, through
out his notable administration labored with well
directed energy and splendid results to the upbuilding
of Georgetown and its Department of Law.
When his suggestion of the addition to the University

of this Department had been approved, Father Healey
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called in council Richard T. Merrick, Martin F.
Morris and Dr. Joseph M. Toner, all Alumni and
devoted friends of Georgetown.
As a result of the deliberations of these men the first

Faculty of the Law School was created, consisting of

Mr. Justice Samuel F Miller, of the Supreme Court

of the United States; Judge Charles P. James, then a

practicing lawyer and afterwards one of the Judges of

the Supreme Court of the Dictrict of Columbia; the
Hon. J. Hubley Ashton, Assistant Attorney General of

the United States; Gen. Thomas Ewing, Jr., of Ohio,
and Charles W. Hoffman, of Washington.
Very soon afterwards additions were made to the

Faculty, the most notable being Richard T. Merrick
and Martin F. Morris, both of the Bar of the District

of Columbia.
The progress of the Law School during the earlier

years of its existence was slow, and in its pathway at times
beset with difficulties, but these difficulties were success

fully overcome by ability, prudent direction and self-

sacrificing service.

Fifty years have come and gone since this School, in
a rented room in the old Colonization Building at the
corner of 6th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, opened
its session with an enrollment of twenty-five students.

Like its parent university it was without endowment,
and its only capital consisted in its relationship to

Georgetown University and in the ability and devotion
of its Faculty. Soon, however, the good will and con

fidence of the people were gained, and steady advance
ment in courses, standards and in enrollment marked
the growth of Georgetown's great contribution to legal
education, to justice and its administration.
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During the first twenty years of its life, four temporary
buildings were occupied, each removal made to accom

modate the increasing number of students, and in 1891
it took possession of a building of its own erection on

E Street between 5th and 6th Streets, its present home,
which was thought at the time to provide ample accom

modations for present needs and future growth.
In 1910, however, this new building proved entirely

insufficient, and it became necessary by further construc
tion on the same site to secure additional space to

accommodate the rapidly increasing number of its
students.
A century of progress and centuries of growth have

been crowded into the short span of fifty years, and this

through the genius and devotion of the makers of the
Law School of Georgetown University�Maguire,
Early, Healey and Doonan, Rectors of the University;
Justices Samuel F. Miller, Stephen J. Field and Henry
B. Brown, of the Supreme Court of the United States;
Chief Justice Shepard and Associate Justice Martin F-

Morris, of the Court of Appeals; Chief Justice Cla

baugh and Justices William M. Merrick, Andrew C

Bradley and Charles C. Cole, of the Supreme Court of
the District of Columbia; Richard T. Merrick, J. Hubley
Ashton, R. Ross Perry, Joseph J. Darlington, Jeremiah
M. Wilson and Holmes Conrad, who were leaders of
our local Bar and lawyers of national repute�these
honored Rectors, great judges, able lawyers and excel
lent law educators, have all passed over the Great
Divide, but in life, out of their great love for their great
profession, they labored mightily to build up and main
tain a school of such excellence as to command the con

fidence of the people, and to draw to its halls of

instruction students of law from every State, Territory
and possession of this wide land.
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Of those who followed and of the present Faculty,
known, admired and loved by us all, I will only say that

fhey, taking up the work laid down by their predeces
sors, are prepared and determined to carry it forward
to even higher heights of usefulness and renown.

The student roll which in 1870 was only 25, now

numbers 1,100; the teaching corps which in the begin
ning consisted of 5 professors now numbers 40, and from
its doors the School in its life of fifty years has sent forth
as its contribution to good citizenship and service 5,000
men, imbued with love of country and love of justice;
and by their training prepared as citizens and as lawyers
on bench and at the bar to uphold our country's laws
and to maintain its institutions. Of these some are dead,
but are with us in spirit, and in spirit rejoice at the com

ing of this day, and we, who are living, rejoice that the
direction of our School is under the guiding hand of a

man so thoroughly enlightened, so thoroughly disci

plined and so liberally educated and of such broad, com
prehensive and far-reaching views as is the present Rec
tor of Georgetown University.

Keeping pace with the educational developments of

the times our courses have been increased, the entrance

requirements raised, the standards advanced, the hours
of attendance lengthened, we are passing from night to
day instruction and full-time professors are being
secured.

Thus equipped, your School of Law, Rev. Rector, is

prepared to give aid and support to your great purpose
which is to re-dedicate at this time of world-wide

unrest, of social, political and moral disorder, George
town University, already dedicated by Carroll to the

service of God, our country and humanity.
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The World War, whose fires are yet smoldering, has

brought to us a period of universal upheaval. "The
old order changeth, yielding place to the new." We

may not yet fully gauge the great and dangerous prob
lems that confront us, but we do know that conditions

threatening good order and even the life and safety of

our institutions of Government are plainly apparent or

sufficiently foreshadowed.
A growing spirit of resistance to control, of a lessen

ing in the minds of men of respect for law and its even

application and just enforcement, is breeding in our

midst aims, policies and propaganda dangerous and un-

American.
To meet these conditions, to remove these dangers, to

eradicate the false and bring back the true; to over

come the influences at work; to reach the reason and
sense of the people disturbed by agitation and misled

by false argument; to teach them that restraint under laws
made by and for the people is liberty, that respect for
law and government is the great present need of our

country�this is the duty that must be performed by the

universities, the colleges and schools of America and
even in larger degree by the schools of law.

In this time of need the administration of law requires,
and the people demand of the lawyer, the largest prep
aration and the highest equipment, and these the schools
of law must provide, and Georgetown is providing.
Led by the flame of patriotism lighted in 1789 and

kept burning through the years, Georgetown University
is laboring today, as she has labored in the past, to work
the complete fulfillment of Carroll's dream of educa
tion in America.
In the establishment of the New Department of

Foreign Service, which seems Minerva-like to have
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sprung from the brain of John B. Creeden and Edmund
A. Walsh, armed and fully equipped for useful direc

tion; by the additions to, and the enlargement of, the

scope, faculties and standards of all the Departments of
the University, and in the construction of new buildings
for student occupation, you, Rev. Rector, with the cour

age and patriotism and high courage of a second Car

roll, have dedicated your time, your energies and your
talents to the problem and purpose of remedying, through
education, the evils of our times.

In this worthy effort rest assured that you will have
the loyal support of an army of Law School Alumni,
"learned, patriotic and useful, cherishing the good of
their country as an object of loftiest effort, and deem

ing their contribution to good citizenship a supremely
worthy use of the education they have acquired within
these walls."

Address of Reverend John B. Creeden, S.J., Ph.D.,
D.D., President of the University

MR. DEAN, Members of the Faculty, Honorable

Guests, Delegates from Sister Universities, Ladies
and Gentlemen:�The story of achievement as told by
Dean Hamilton cannot fail to delight the souls of those

who are familiar with the history of Georgetown as it

tells of the translation into living reality of a century-
old dream. For one hundred and thirty-one years ago

a pamphlet was issued announcing the establishment of

a school at Georgetown on the banks of the Potomac.

The signers of the pamphlet headed by John Carroll.

priest, patriot and prelate, had been educated in Europe
during the closing decades of the eighteenth century
when people were beginning to realize that government
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was made for man, not man for government. At the

first tidings of the Battle of Lexington they hastened to

their native Maryland and took a leading part in the

struggle for independence. When freedom was won

and union accomplished, they assembled at Whitemarsh
and asked the question "How can we best serve the new

country." We read their answer in their pamphlet:
"By training youth in polite letters and by instilling

in them such principles of conduct and such reverence

for authority that they may be useful and law-abiding
citizens and wise guides of the people."
They had witnessed in France the preliminary symp

toms which resulted in the excesses of the French Rev
olution and the temporary establishment of Democracy.
They had listened to the teachings of various doctrines

regarding the origin and the sanction of law and the

principles of authority. They had seen in practice the
weakness of such sanction as mere conscience of the
social obligation of the Germans, of the social compact
of the French. They had been trained in the principles
of government established by Bellarmin the intrepid
champion of the rights of the people against the theory
and practice of Divine Right of Kings as advocated by
James I and of Suarez who is now being accorded by
scholars the honor which of right belongs to him, a

foremost place among the founders of modern inter
national law. The returned to do their part in the estab
lishment and the development of the new republic with
this settled conviction that no country can long endure
unless the authority that stabilizes its government and
the laws that guide its people are based upon a founda
tion that will not be shaken by the tyrrany of rulers nor

by the changing mood of the people. They believed
that such systems as the Autonomy of Reason would
bring any government to ruin, that if reason were its

[72]



own law, and judge and headsman, our cities would
teem with cut-throats, thieves and assassins, that the con

sciousness of being out of harmony with nature would
have no deterring influence on a man who was bent on

murder, theft or treason. From the first day they
taught that the only true source of Authority is God,
that civil law is to be obeyed because it is merely the
divine law promulgated to God's rational creatures,�

that to rulers are due reverence and obedience not

because they are Whigs or Federalists nor because they
are endowed with human or divine gifts but for this

only�that they are in place of God and have authority
from him who says "He who heareth you, heareth Me."

They taught the existence of a law born in man imper
atively ordering the fulfillment of all justice, impera
tively forbidding the doing of evil; that disobedience
to properly promulgated law is sinful and subject to the
same sanction as the violation of the Ten Commandments.
The founders of Georgetown had lived in monarchies

where the will of the ruler regulated the nature, char
acter and extent of Government. In the new Democracy
where they founded their school the regulation of
Government depended upon the people themselves. In
such a government it was clear that there must be abso
lute reverence for the Law. It is the very foundation
and basis of its existence.

The traditions of the founders passed to their suc

cessors and it was but natural that when the opportunity
presented itself they should establish a school in which
with the principles of law there should be inculcated

that reverence which is due to what is but a participa
tion of the Eternal Law of God. Thus was taken an

important step in securing the original purpose of our

school which was and is to serve the new country by
establishing reverence for authority; for in the words of
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the Preamble of the Canon of Ethics of the American
Bar Association, "In America where the stability of the
courts and of all departments of government rests upon
the approval of the people it is peculiarly essential that
the system for dispensing and establishing Justice be

developed to a high point of efficiency and so maintained
that the public shall have absolute confidence in the

integrity and in the impartiality of its administration.
The future of the republic depends to a great extent on
the administration of Justice pure and unsullied. It
cannot be so maintained unless the conduct and motives
of the members of our profession are such as to merit
the approval of all just men." They realized as did a

recent President of the United States, that the country
must find lawyers of the right sort and the old spirit to
advise it or it must stumble through a very chaos of
wild experiment. It never needed lawyers who are also
statesmen more than it needs them new�needs them in

its courts, in its legislatures, in its seats of executive

authority�lawyers who can think in the terms of Society
itself.
It was to train men of this character by teaching them

that in administering the Law they were in a true sense

the ministers of God that the Law Department of

Georgetown was founded.
At a meeting of educators of the Middle States and

Maryland during the past week, it was said by one of the

leading educators of the East: "The best endowment
of a school is the old fashioned endowment of brains and
character." If ever a school was blest with such an

endowment, it was the incipient School of Law of

Georgetown University. Morris, Merrick, Ashton,
Hoffman and James were scholars, who had but one pur
pose in the teaching of Law�the training of men who
could administer Law and Justice with integrity and
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impartiality. They and their associates, Talmadge,
Dennis and Lowndes and Hanley, neither looked for nor
received any compensation other than the consciousness
that they were training men who would prove useful to
the country and that they were building on solid founda
tions a School of Law that would develop from year to

year in numbers and in efficiency.
The record of the first decade is a story of brave strug

gle. One of the world's greatest workers has said : "The
successful overcoming of initial difficulties is one of the
best indications of future success." If the pioneers of

the Georgetown Law School were conscious of this prin
ciple they might with assurance look to the day of the
Golden Jubilee for the fulfillment of their expectations
and hopes. On this day when we celebrate the comple
tion of fifty years of successful endeavor I feel that it is
our solemn duty to pay a tribute of respect to the mem

ory of those whose unselfish devotion enabled their
successors to develop the School until today it is the

largest in the United States, increasing every year in
influence and in efficiency. They and their successors

Brown, Wilson, Shepard, Darlington, Perry, and many
others, kept in mind the high purpose of the founders
and sent forth each year a body of men who had been

taught to keep justice pure and unsullied.

Today in every State of the Union and in each of our
territorial possessions the graduates of the School are an

honor to the bench and to the bar. In every city they
are gaining distinction by the successful application of

legal principles to the proper conduct of modern busi
ness. In every branch of Government they are found

proving by their devotion that the purpose of the
founders has been accomplished, that men have been so

trained that there has been instilled in them such prin
ciples of conduct and such reverence for authority that
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they prove to be useful citizens of the nation. When
the voice of our Chief Magistrate summoned men to the
defense of the nation, nowhere was there a quicker
response than among the alumni and students of the Law
School. Young and old, they enrolled themselves for
service and the record of citations for bravery and for

efficiency will be forever one of the glories of the Uni

versity. In the midst of our Jubilee Celebration it is

fitting that we pause for one moment to pay a tribute
of gratitude to those sons of the Georgetown Law
School who in the land of the stranger are sleeping in
a patriot's grave. While we are rejoicing today, their
sacred remains are resting in the deep bosom of the

ocean, in the mountains of Italy, on the plains of

France and Belgium and in the frozen soil of Russia.
In the annals of the University their names will be writ
ten in letters of gold. God grant that the prayer we

made at the memorial service yesterday may be ful
filled�that they may enjoy the reward promised to

those who give to God, to country and to fellowmen,
the great proof of unselfish love.

Having in mind the present prosperity of the School
of Law, I wish to thank in the name of the University,
the Dean, who, as student, or professor has been asso

ciated with the School for forty years and the other mem
bers of the Faculty for the share they have taken in

realizing the great dream of Miller, James, Morris,
Ashton, Pain and Merrick. God grant that you and

your successors in the School of Law may bear in mind

always that you are training those who are to safeguard
the interests of the nation by the wise administration
of law�that in a true and real sense you have the affairs
of Christendom in your hands; God grant that in you
may be fulfilled the noble prayer by which Grotius con-
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eludes his great book on Law: "May God write these
lessons He Who alone can, on the hearts of all those
who have the affairs of Christendom in their hands, ana
may He give to those persons a mind filled with respect
for rights, human and Divine, and lead them to recol
lect always that the ministration committed to them is
no less than this�that they are the governors of man�

a creature most dear to God."

Thereupon the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws
was conferred upon the candidates presented to the
President of the University. Following is a transcript
of the wording of the diploma granted to each candidate :
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PRAESES ET PROFESSORES
CONLEGII GEORGIOPOLITANI

OMNIBUS PRAESENTES LITERAS VISURIS
SALUTEM IN DOMINO

Quum per longam annorum seriem mos invaluerit ut haec Universitas
nostra Georgiopolitana peculiari amore de filiorum actis rite et sapienter
perfectis summopere gaudeat et quos videat proficientes sapientia et gratia
apud Deum et homines, decorandos curet, dignum praemio supremo decernimus
Georgium McNeir. Jam decennium quinquies elapsum est quum primum puer
in Senatu sese gesserit; quem studiis perfectis Anno Domini MDCCCLXXXII
Legum Baccalaureatu et propediem Magisterio insignitum esse voluimus. In
urhe celebri et copiosa Minneapoleos magnam sibi famam forenses causas

vindicando adscivit; tandem vero aliquando a metropolitanis mercatoribus

deposci et expeti videbatur et in clarissimo foro venalium versabatur.

Quoniam industria in agendo, integritas in conficiendo, consilium in provi-
dendo multum in homine negotiali valet, certe nemini dubium est quin eis
rebus hie filius dilectissimus plurimum possit. Testes sunt de eius sagacitate
et integritate omnes alii viri qui in quaestu sunt versati; testes sunt societates
illae quibus foenore dato de dammis et jacturis resarciendis praecaventibus
integerrime praesedit; testes iterum et saepius sunt omnes eius socii qui sese

huius tutelae in rebus turn adversis quum secundis commendaverunt. Hac
aurea luce Scholae Iuris omnes filios in negotio versatos qui antehac legali
sese communire voluerint, Alma Mater hoc nostro filio laudando honestari
videtur quapropter, auctoritate qua pollemus,

GEORGIUM McNEIR
Jurisprudentiae laurea insignitum volumus eumque LEGUM DOCTOREM
pronuntiamus. Utque haec jura sarta ipsi tectaque adserventur, literas hasce

Conlegii nostri signo notatas et manu ipsa nostra subscriptas ei dedimus.
a.d. VIII Id. Dec. MCMXX
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Ever has this our venerable University of Georgetown watched with tender
love and heartfelt gladness her sons waxing strong in spirit, filled with wis

dom, in favor of God and man ; she cherishes with a mother's undying favor
her chosen children who have known the way of wisdom and have followed
the path of integrity. Not the least among these shines the name of
GEORGE McNEIR. Two score and ten years have passed since a youth of
ten small years he started upon his life's career as a page in the revered hall
of the Senate. In the year of our Lord 1881 he had grown to man's estate

and was found worthy by us to be decked with the laurels of a Bachelor of
Laws; in 1882 there followed in course the Mastership. In the prosperous
city of Minneapolis he stirred the thriving West by a wise and skilled practice
of law�till the great metropolis called for a leader in the realms of business.
That our son has rung true to the proof of wisdom and the test of integrity,
we appeal to the many institutions of trade and industry to which he has
been a most wise Director and a most able Executive; we appeal to the houses
of finance and havens of insurance over which he has presided with an eye
to righteousness and a heart full of the love of law; we appeal to that trust
of his fellows for whom he has ever been in weal or woe a surety. In sooth,
upon the golden jubilee of our Law School as we see so many who in the

land of traffic have found legal training a lamp unto their feet and a light
unto their path, we are glad to mark in a special way this our son so eminent.

Wherefore, in virtue of the authority vested in us by the Congress of these
United States of America, we have decreed that the laurel of Jurisprudence
be conferred upon

GEORGE McNEIR
and we hereby pronounce and create him DOCTOR OF LAWS.
In testimony whereof, we hand him, with congratulations, these letters

patent signed by our own hand and sealed with the great seal of the

University, on this, the sixth day of December, in the year of Grace, one

thousand nine hundred and twenty.
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Reipublicae nostrae non modo securitatem sed etiam societatis civilis
salutem in aequa legum disciplina esse positam inter omnes constat. Sublata
enim aequitate, ruit fides inter homines,�actum est de pace domestica, de

prosperitate omnium et tranquillitate publica. Quapropter omni ratione

colendos esse ducimus lectos istos viros qui, jure prope divino constituti, hoc
lumen non exstiguendem recti supra fucos strepitusque quotidianos rerum

custodiunt araeque inserviunt Justitiae. Par constituendorum judicum fuit
causa ac regum.
Inter tales legum propugnatores juvat hodie cum plausu insignire judicem

nobilissimum vinculo non uno cum hac alma Universitate conjunctum
ASHLEY MULGRAVE GOULD

qui inter Scotos novae terrae natus et apud Amherstenses educatus jurispru-
dentiam Georgiopolitanam ut calleret juvenis hue properavit. Legisperitus
factus et laureatus, ingenio maxime exculto, probitate et sollertia mox ita

inter pares eminebat ut dignus sit habitus qui tam legum lator in statu Mary-
landiae quam earum vindex publicis in Districtu Columbiae eligeretur. Iterum

quoque in sinum matris Georgiopolitanae reversus hie fere vicesimus annus

est ex quo professor desideratissimus Facultatis Juris has aulas decorare

coepit animos discipulorum nostrorum ad justitiam erudiendo et simul

severitatem sale Attico temperando. Fastigium demum honoris est adeptus
quum, duodeviginti abhinc annis, magistratui supremo hujus municipii eleva-
tus est ubi ita aequo se gerebat animo ut in tuenda sanctissima legum maj es
tate nemo alias callidior, probrior, judicio sedatior evaserit. Neque unquam

patrimonium justitiae cuipiam eripi patiebatur.
Quum igitur hie filius dilectissimus, matris decus, dotibus suis egregie in

bonum publicum usus sit, uberrimum est argumentum cur senatus academicus
ei lauream Jurisprudentiae quae pignus sit honoris aliisque virtutum incita-
mentum decreverit. Potestate proinde qua praediti sumus, vi decretorum

Congressus Foederalis, creamus et salutamus praedictum ASHLEY MUL
GRAVE GOULD

LEGUM DOCTOREM.
In cujus testimonium utque omnia jura et privilegia huic gradui adnexa ei
carta tectaque servarentur has praesentes dedimus literas nostra exaratas

manu et sigillo Universitatis munitas die sexto mensis Decembris anno

reparatae salutis millesimo nongentisimo vicesimo.
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The common experience of mankind confirms the incontrovertible truth that
neither this beloved Republic of ours nor Civil Society itself can long endure

unless builded on the sure foundation of law, wisely interpreted and impar
tially administered. Where Justice languishes mutual faith perishes;�there
is an end to domestic peace, universal happiness and public order. Hence it
is that communities regard with veneration those chosen citizens who, vested
with authority next to God's, heedless of voices that corrupt and passions that

obscure, guard the never dying flame that burns upon the altar consecrated to

human rights. Monarchs and judges rule from equal thrones.
This ancient University points with pride today to a distinguished jurist

who bound to her by many a tie, is such a staunch bulwark of the law,
ASHLEY MULGRAVE GOULD. While yet a youth, he left his native
land of Nova Scotia and after successfully completing academic studies at

Amherst College, entered upon his preparation for the legal profession at

Georgetown Law School. Graduated thence with honor over a quarter of a

century ago, he soon so excelled his fellows in keenness of intellect, personal
integrity and versatility that he was first chosen to be a legislator for the
State of Maryland and later entrusted with the responsible office of United
States Attorney for the District of Columbia.
Then it was that he returned, as Professor of Law, to his Alma Mater

whose lecture halls he has graced for twenty years and where he still inspires
student minds to love of justice, temporing the while judicial severity by a

native geniality of speech and disposition.
Elevated eighteen years ago to the high dignity of a member of the Supreme

Court of the District of Columbia, he has administered that sacred trust with
such balanced judgment, profound wisdom and moderation that, though com

pelling absolute obedience to the majesty of the law, he has never suffered any
man to depart from his tribunal robbed of his natural patrimony of justice.
Since then this well beloved son has brought consolation to his Alma Mater

by nobly dedicating his endowments to the service of Humanity, it is emi

nently fitting for the President and Directors of Georgetown to bestow upon
him the laurel of JURISPRUDENCE both as a token or honorable achieve
ment and as an encouragement to other men in the practice of like virtues.
In exercise, therefore, of the power delegated to us by Congress we create

and proclaim the said
ASHLEY MULGRAVE GOULD

DOCTOR OF LAWS. In testimony whereof and that all right and privi
leges attaching to this degree be preserved unto him, we have issued these

letters patent from our own hand, sealed with the great seal of the University,
on this, the sixth day of December, in the year from the birth of Christ one

thousand nine hundred and twenty.
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Quoniam apud omnes cultas nationes annus quinquagesimus modo speciali

celebratur et quoniam solent societates academicae, recurrente quovis quinqua-
gesimo anno, viros doctrina et virtutibus eximios praemiari, idcirco dignum
et justum est ut, adveniente luce quinquagesima ex qua fundata est Schola

Juris Universitatis Georgiopolitanae, Alumnis quibusdam vitae integritate,
legum doctrina et virtutibus civicis conspicuis dignitares quaedam academicae
conferrentur. Inter quos jure adnumerandus est praeclarissimus vir,
DAVID C. WESTENHAVER. Natus fuit hie civis celeberrimus die tertio
decimo mensis Januarii, anno millesimo octingesimo sexagesimo quinto in Status
Occidentalis Virginiae. Studiis fundamentalibus ibi feliciter confectis hue se

contulit ad excolenda studia juridica. Quibus ex omnium judicio laudibiliter

exactis, partes advocati, in urbe Martinsburg tam feliciter egit ut a civibus
non semel sed pluries honoris testimonia accepit. Ad altiora et ampliora
vocatus perrexit anno millesimo mongentesimo tertio ad urbem maxime

populosam et florentissiman, nomine Cleveland, ubi merita ipsius statim sunt

perspecta atque recognita et quidem non tantum a civibus sed etiam a summo

Moderatore horum Statuum Foederatorum a quo die undevicesimo mensis
Februarii, anno millesimo nongentesimo septimo decimo creatus est Judex
Foederalis partis septemtrionalis Status Ohionensis. Etenim DAVID C.
WESTENHAVER est vir summa prudentia, eximia doctrina, maxima

humanitate, et auctoritate paene incredibili in omnes cives. Dignus ergo est

qui ob haec et alia merita hocce tempore universalis gaudii honoribus aca-

demicis afficiatur. Quapropter nos Praeses et Professores Universitatis

Georgiopolitanae facultate a suprema auctoritate Reipublicae conlata, hunc

eumdem DAVIDEM C. WESTENHAVER, LEGUM DOCTOREM cum

omnibus juribus et privileges huic gradui annexis creamus et annuntiamus.

Utque haec jura sarta tectaque adserventur literas hasce manu nostra sub-

scriptas et sigillo Universitatis munitas ei dedimus plaudentes.
a.d. VIII Id. Dec. MCMXX
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Whereas all civilized peoples have always celebrated the fiftieth year with

special ceremonies and whereas academic bodies are wont at each recurrent

fiftieth year to bestow their honors upon those citizens who have surpassed
others in learning and virtue, it is eminently fitting that Georgetown Univer

sity should mark the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of its Law Depart
ment by due recognition of the merits of certain Alumni, who, by their

uprightness of life, their knowledge of law and by their civic virtues, have
won the highest regard of their fellow-citizens. Among men of this stamp
we may justly place that worthy Alumnus, DAVID C. WESTENHAVER.
He was born in Berkeley County, West Virginia, on the thirteenth of January,
1865. Having brilliantly completed his preparatory training in his native
state, he decided to devote himself to the study of jurisprudence in our Law
School. A capable, earnest, thorough student, he won the respect, both of
professors and of the students, and he was, in 1886, unanimously awarded
the degree of Bachelor of Laws. Thus equipped with legal knowledge and
having the sanction of legal authorities, he began his career as an attorney in
the prosperous town of Martinsburg, West Virginia. His unusual merits
were soon recognized and he was called to take an active part in the admin
istration of municipal affairs. In 1903, a wider field for his abilities and

energies was opened in the prosperous and populous city of Cleveland, in the
State of Ohio. His sterling character, his broad and comprehensive knowl

edge of the law, his fervid patriotism, his calm, balaaced judgment and his
rare tact brought him honor after honor, until all previous rewards were

surpassed by the President of these United States, who, on the nineteenth of

February, 1917, elevated him to the important dignity of United States Judge
for the Northern District of Ohio. On account of his personal worth and
for his splendid services to his country and to his fellow-citizens, we, the
President and Directors of Georgetown University, have, in conclave, decided
to give public expression to our deep regard by conferring upon him the

degree of Doctor of Laws.

Wherefore, in virtue of the power given us thereto by the Supreme author

ity of our Republic, we hereby confer the degree of DOCTOR OF LAWS

upon the aforesaid
DAVID C. WESTENHAVER

and we publicly announce that he is invested with all the rights and entitled

to all the privileges thereto annexed.
In testimony whereof or hereby, with words of sincere congratulations we

place in his hands a formal document duly signed by the President and

sealed with the great seal of the University on this eighth day before the Ides

of December in the year of our Lord one thonsand nine hundred and twenty.
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Quo quis in humani ingenii gestis maporibus excelluerit, clarioremque in

studiorum diversitate famam sit adeptus, ilium eo magis Almae suae Univer

sitatis plausibus honestetur oportet. Quamobrem gloriatur de his quos habuit

Phoebus in deliciis, quorum celeber est Georgiopolitanus chorus; delectatur

eximiis professoribus variis in disciplnis, sive qui eruditione et eloquentia
auream justitiae aetatem protrahere, sive qui vitam corporum mortalium Aes-

culapii opera aevum in extremum extendere conantur. Porro eminet inter

ceteros Georgiopolitani studii conlegas Tribunus Militum JACOBUS STAN-

IELAUS EASBY-SMITH. Is jam a teneris annis Uteris addictus, plures
gradus academicos assecutus, in Anglicanum Parnassum transtulit Sapphonem
et Alcaeum commentariis adornatos; annales nostros centenario jubilaeo
redactos ulterius produxit. In egregium professorum conlegium cooptatus,
auditores juris animat, incitat, laudemque numerumaue scholae adauget.
Inter bis mille filiorum quibus Georgiopolis subolem animosque atque victricem

patriae Americanae in bello omnium maximo corroboravit. Tribuno nostro

nullus erat praestantior, quippe qui implicato et immenso delectus nationalis

negotio praepositos duces consilio suo legali dirigebat et adjuvabat. Qua-
propter honorificentissima citatione, quae sonat, a reipublicae magistratu est

ornatus. Auctoriatate igitur nobis commissa,
JACOBUM STANISLAUM EASBY-SMITH

Jurisprudentiae laurea insignitum volumus et LEGUM DOCTOREM renun-

tiamus eique gratulamur. Ut haec jura sarta ipsi tectaque adserventur, literas
hasce conlegii nostri signo notatas et manu ipsa nostra subscriptas ei dedimus.

a.d. VIII Id. Dec. MCMXX
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The more numerous the spheres in which her sons have achieved greatness
and success, the more fervent the gratification of Alma Mater. For is it not
her scope and purpose to cultivate in their entirety all the faculties of man?
Georgetown boasts of poet sons, favorites of the Muses, in which she has
been pre-eminently fortunate; she is proud of her historians who have cele
brated her other sons, and she glories in her professors of Medicine and
Jurisprudence, who, by their ability and devotion, strive each in his appointed
place to prolong the golden age of justice on the earth. When these titles
to renown are crowned with true patriotism and this in an unwonted form and
to an extraordinary degree her joy is unbounded. To such feelings she
rejoices to give expression, especially on so auspicious an occasion as this
Golden Jubilee of her Law School by conferring the highest testimonial in
her possession.
She is happy to have among her gifted sons one whose record is brilliant

with these several facts of merit, reflecting great deed6 in the public service
and notable intellectual achivements in letters and fine arts. COLONEL
JAMES STANISLAUS EASBY-SMITH, after obtaining the customary
degrees in our schools, now stands forth as the type of worthiness which this
University loves to honor. The leisure left him from his duties as advocate
he has devoted to enriching the English Parnassus with versions of Sappho
and Alcaeus adorned with commentaries. He continued the centennial annals
of our University up to recent date, and published other historical works.
Elected to the distinguished faculty of our School of Law, he holds and

inspires its students, and thus augments the usefulness and reputation of this

Department. Among the several thousand sons of Georgetown who marched
to the great war as valiant sons of Freedom, none did abler service. For, in
the huge and complicated mechanism of the selective draft, with its four
million conscripts, he was the directing legal genius in the office of the Judge
Advocate General. To the fulfillment of the important duties of that trust
he brought an indefatigable energy and rare, unselfish devotion that merited
honorable citation for distinguished service from the Secretary of War of
the United States-
Wherefore in virtue of the power granted us by the Federal Government,

we confer, with congratulations, the laurel of Jurisprudence on

JAMES STANISLAUS EASBY-SMITH

hereby creating and declaring him DOCTOR OF LAWS. And that all aca

demic rights and privileges be safeguarded, we deliver to him these letters of

our own hand, sealed with the great seal of the University, on this eighth
day before the Ides of December in the year of Grace one thousand nine

hundred and twenty.
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Quum perspectum nobis planeque probatum sit JOANNEM J. FITZ
GERALD Juris et Legum scientia adprime instructum, magnam sibi famam
forenses causas vindicando adscivisse, id honoris et laudis ipsi tribuendum
censemus quo studia et scientias honestari cautum sit Ipsum filium jurisperi-
tissimum concives passim aeclamantes haec venerabilis Universitas Georgio-
politana congaudens, et plaudens alma mater auscultavit Et quidem oppor
tune convenit. Elabante enim anno argenteo vicessimo quinto quo hunc
filium delectissimum et dignissimum Baccalaureatu Legum insignire voluimus
honore altiore et longe ementiore coronatum hac auspicatissima luce decerni-
mus. Auctoritate igitur nobis commissa.

JOANNEM J. FITZGERALD
Jurisprudentiae laurea insignitum volumus et LEGUM DOCTOREM renun-
tiamus eique gratulamur. Ut haec jura sarta ipsi tectaque adserventur,
literas hasce conlegii nostri signo notatas et manu ipsa nostra subscriptas ei
dedimus.

a.d. VIII Id. Dec. MCMXX
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As it is truly clear to us and has been shown to all that JOHN JAMES
FITZGERALD has outstripped his fellows in the mastery of law and in the

practice thereof, that he has indeed won unto himself a great name in the
courts of justice, ever mindful of the righteous, ever unflinching in the defence
of the innocent, we have thought it well that he receive from our hands that
guerdon of praise and glory, the which it is our wont to give to those who
have made themselves fit and meet for the same. With heartfelt joy has this
our venerable University of Georgetown heard the voices of his fellow-
citizens acclaiming our son a learned advocate and a brilliant pleader. Indeed,
the time is fit for he himself this very year celebrates the silver jubilee of his
first laurels received at our hands; Alma Mater would thus amid the golden
triumphs of our Law School sing in silver notes the successes of his five and

twenty years and in a twofold jubilation bestow our highest and most coveted
honor upon a son so true and so deserving.
Wherefore, in virtue of the authority vested in us by the Congress of these

United States of America, we have decreed that the laurel of Jurisprudence
be conferred upon

JOHN JAMES FITZGERALD
and we hereby pronounce and create him DOCTOR OF LAWS.
In testimony whereof, we hand him, with congratulations, these letters

patent signed by our own hand and sealed with the great seal of the

University, on this, the sixth day of December, in the year of Grace, one

thousand nine hundred and twenty.
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Elabante anno aureo et auspicatissimo quinquagesimo quo prima Scholae
Iuris nostrae Universitatis Georgiopolitanae fundamina locavere patres,
placuit Rectori et Moderatoribus huius venerabilis Universitatis laeta fasta

quo possunt dignissimo modo celebrare desiderantibus uti lecti viri ex omnium
civium ordine iuris prudentiae periti legumque fautores insignes, huiusce
faustissimae lucis gratam quotquot eant anni, foveant memoriam. Accedit
nomen MARTINI CONBOY quei expletis studiis liberalibus in Conlegii
Gonzagensi nobis vinculo amoris arctissimo devincto legum turn Baccalauretu

quum Magisterio imo et Philosophiae Doctoratu a nobis libentibus est insig-
nitus. Iuris et Legum scientia adprime instructus magnam sibi fama causas

vindicarido adscivit atque bono publico se penitus dedit, tempore pacis Rei
Publicae fuit praesidio, tempore belli invictissimo propugnaculo. Nam sur-

gentibus belli undis militum delectum fortiter egit et illam navem omnium
bonorum Rem Publicam consilio sapientissimo gubernavit. Tranquilla Re
Publica atrociores hostes in civitatem machinantes et semina socialismi vel

per ipsam aulam inviolatam legislatorum spargentes et statum Rei Publicae
labefactantes robore quodam incredibili profugavit. Quae officia omnibus

plaudentibus et gratiis agendis et gratulationibus habendis et omni sermone

celebrantibus haec alma Universitas de filio obmutescere nequit. Quapropter
auctoritate qua pollemus ilium

MARTINUM CONBOY
Iurisprudentiae laurea insignitum volumus eumque LEGUM DOCTOREM

pronuntiamus. Utque haec iura sarta ipsi tectaque adserventur literas hasce
Universitatis Nostrae signo obfirmatas et manu nostra subscriptas ei dedimus

plaudentes.
a.d. VIII Id. Dec. An. MCMXX
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Upon this happy completion of the fifty golden years since the Fathers of
the venerable University laid the foundation stone of our Law School, the
President and Directors in their eagerness to commemorate in a manner most

worthy this festive occasion, have thought it meet that from her chosen sons

famed for their legal learning and their staunch defence of right some deserve
in a special way to cherish the memory of this most happy jubilee. There
came before us the name of MARTIN CONBOY, trained as he was in the
liberal arts at Gonzaga College, so dear to us in brotherly love, he was upon
the fulfillment of the courses prescribed adorned by us with the laurels of
the Bachelor of Laws and Master of Laws; indeed, he was deemed worthy to

receive the coveted palm of a Doctorate in Philosophy. Fully fortified with
the helmet of knowledge and the breastplate of jurisprudence, at the courts of
justice he has won for himself undying fame by his indefatigable defence of
right. Ever has he been devoted to the public weal, in peace a protection, in
strife a champion. For when the waves of war rose high, he it was who

bravely saw to it that our defense should lack not numbers and by his most

wise counsel he steered the ship of state aright. In the day of peace when
the more cunning enemy was plotting against our country, scattering the tares

of socialism even in the inviolate field of the law givers, he quickly put them
to flight by the sterling strength of his character and his keen-sighted wisdom.
While these deeds are winning in all sides merit and praise, while the lips of
all tingle with thanks, Alma Mater cannot be still.

Wherefore, in virtue of the authority vested in us by the Congress of these
United States of America, we have decreed that the laurel of Jurisprudence
be conferred upon

MARTIN CONBOY
and we hereby pronounce and create him DOCTOR OF LAWS.
In testimony whereof, we hand him, with congratulations, these letters

patent signed by our own hand and sealed with the great seal of the

University, on this, the sixth day of December, in the year of Grace, one

thousand nine hundred and twenty.
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Quos genuit aluitque caros alumnos Nostra Universitas Georgiopolitana
araantissime invigilat filiorumque acta materno suo effectu semper conservat

uti elapsa iam centesima et tricesima luce ubique terrarum Alma Mater iure
ac merito habita sit Quae solicitudo materna alias prorsus perspicua maxime
docet uti alumni quei doctrinam et disciplinam in his aulis traditas ore et

gestis confirmaverint, aliis turn admirationi quum aemulationi sint proponendi.
Quocirca inter haec festa aurea Scholae Iuris Nostrae quae dignissimo modo
haec venerabilis Universitas celebrare desiderat, praemio supremo decorandum
decernit filium delectissimum DANIELEM GULIELUM O'DONOGHUE
qui liberalibus studiis summa cum laude perfectis et praemiis eruditionis et

eloquentiae obtentis, adde et nummos in sui memoriam signatos omnibus
approbantibus meritus est Iamiam gaudens Artium Magisterio, Philosophiae
Doctoratu et Legum Magisterio assiduo et diuturno docendi munere in
Schola Iuris Nobis carissima functus Iuris-Prudentiae se penitus dedit atque
celeriter antecellere omnibus et ingenii gloria et legum scientia et virtutum
eminentia contigit Quapropter auctoritate qua pollemus

DANIELEM GUIELMUM O'DONOGHUE

Iurisprudentiae laurea insignitum volumus eumque LEGUM DOCTOREM

pronuntiamus. Utque haec iura sarta ipsi tectaque adserventur literas hasce
Universitatis Nostrae signo obfirmatas et manu nostra subscriptas ei dedimus

plaudentes.
a.d. VIII Dec. Id. MCMXX
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THE PRESIDENT AND FACULTY OF
GEORGETOWN COLLEGE

EXTEND TO ALL WHO SHALL BEHOLD THIS DOCUMENT
GREETINGS IN THE LORD

It is a cherished principle of Georgetown University, evidenced by a con

tinuous tradition of over one hundred and thirty years, to follow with tender
and affectionate solicitude the career of her beloved sons, and thus give con

crete proof that she is in reality, and not in mere name, their Alma Mater;
and in no direction has this principle had more conspicuous illustration than
in her practice of honoring and holding up for admiration and imitation those
of her sons who have distinguished themselves above their fellows in character
and achievement. It is, therefore, in keeping with a long-established principle
that she has decided on this solemn occasion of the Golden Jubilee of the
Law School to give public and emphatic expression by the highest honor
within her gift to the satisfaction and pride which she feels in the moral
integrity and intellectual attainments of her dear son, DANIEL WILLIAM
O'DONOGHUE. Having distinguished himself during his undergraduate
years by his scholarship and eloquence, as is attested by the medals which he
won and the reputation which he achieved as an acute and fluent debater, and
having secured in rapid succession the degrees of Master of Arts, Doctor of
Philosophy and Master of Laws, and having devoted himself to the science
of jurisprudence of whose principles he showed himself a brilliant exponent
both in active practice and from the professor's chair, he quickly attained to a

position in the forefront of his profession and became widely recognized as a

man of lofty ideals, of unswerving fidelity to duty, and of eminent distinction
in learning and ability.
Wherefore, in virtue of the authority vested in us by the Congress of these

United States of America, we have decreed that the laurel of Jurisprudence
be conferred upon

DANIEL WILLIAM O'DONOGHUE
and we hereby pronounce and create him DOCTOR OF LAWS.
In testimony whereof, we hand hira, with congratulations, these letters

patent signed by our own hand and sealed with the great seal of the

University, on this, the sixth day of December, in the year of Grace, one

thousand nine hundred and twenty.
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PRAESES ET PROFESSORES
CONLEGII GEORGIOPOLITANI

OMNIBUS PRAESENTES LITERAS VISURIS
SALUTEM IN DOMINO

Dignissimum plane et justissimum est ut haec venerabilis Universitas
Georgiopolitana, cultrix omnium virtutum et scientiarum et Alma Mater
civium probatissimorum et de Re Publica bene meritorum alumnos muta ex

studiis disciplinaque hie traditis ad communem adferentes fructum hos dies
festos et sollennes ceelbrans coronare velit.
Quum igitur nobis perspicuum est THOMAM JOSEPHUM SPELLACY

juris civilis peritia laborisbusque multis et variis pro Patria nostra perfectis
praeclarum sibi nomen comparasse et amplissimus honores turn ex populo
sui clarissimi Status Connecticutensis quum ex nostro supremo Gubernatore
adeptum fuisse, placuit nobis, Praesidi et Moderatoribus Conlegii Georgiopol-
itani hunc filium dilectissimum jam Legum Baccalaureatu a nobis insignitum,
hoc aureo anno Scholae Juris laurea jurisprudentiae condecorare. Quaprop-
ter auctoritate per summam Rei Publicae postetatem conlata eundem

THOMAM JOSEPHUM SPELLACY
tanto conventu hominum congaudentium et frequentia LEGUM DOCTOREM
creamus et renuntiamus. Utque jura omnia et privilegia huic gradui adnexa
sarta ipsi tectaque adserventur literas hasce manu nostra subscriptas et sigillo
Universitatis munitas ei dedimus plaudentes.

a.d. VIII Id. Dec. MCMXX
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THE PRESIDENT AND FACULTY OF
GEORGETOWN COLLEGE

EXTEND TO ALL WHO SHALL BEHOLD THIS DOCUMENT
GREETINGS IN THE LORD

It is truly meet and just that this our venerable University of Georgetown,
ever loving all virtue and favoring all knowledge, the fond mother of so many

sons, staunch defenders of right, true and loyal to their country, should be
made glad upon the celebration of this jubilee to cherish in a special way
those of her children who have directed to the common weal the studies and

discipline taught within these ancient walls. Seeing then that it is clear to
all that THOMAS JOSEPH SPELLACY, by his learning of law and his

many patriotic deeds in the courts of justice, has won for himself name and
fame. Hs has been hailed by his fellows in the illustrious state of Connecti
cut as a champion of right and of law ; nay, even by the highest authority of
our country has he been summoned to the Department of Justice in times
most trying as the assistant to the Attorney General, it has seemed well to the
President and Directors of Georgetown College, at this, the golden year of

jubilee of our Law School, to set forth his most worthy praise and to bestow
the laurel of Jurisprudence upon our son who has already been crowned by
us as a Bachelor of Laws.
Wherefore, in virtue of the authority vested in us by the Congress of these

United States of America, we have decreed that the laurel of Jurisprudence
be conferred upon

THOMAS JOSEPH SPELLACY
and we hereby pronounce and create him DOCTOR OF LAWS.
In testimony whereof, we hand him, with congratulations, these letters

patent signed by our own hand and sealed with the great seal of the

University, on this, the sixth day of December, in the year of Grace, one

thousand nine hundred and twenty.
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Speech of President Creeden Introducing Honor
ableWillard Bartlett, Former Chief Judge of
the Court of Appeals of the State of New York

HEN we were considering a speaker for this
VV occasion, I asked a prominent Alumnus of New
York City if he would indicate the names of some who
would be proper speakers for the occasion, and he said:
"There is a man here who belonged to one of the

great law firms; who had been a member of the courts

of New York; who was editor of a law review, and
who was a professor of law, and if you can get him to

go to Washington he will be just the right man for the
occasion." It gives me great pleasure to present him

tonight in the person of Honorable Willard Bartlett,
former Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals of the
State of New York.

Address Delivered at the Celebration of the Fif
tieth Anniversary of the Foundation of the

Law School of Georgetown University, on
Monday, December 6th, 1920, by Wil
lard Bartlett,. Chief Judge of the
New York Court of Appeals,

Retired

]W[R. PRESIDENT, Ladies and Gentlemen:�I deem
1V1 it a high privilege to have been invited to join
with this distinguished company in commemorating the
Fiftieth Anniversary of the foundation of the Law
School of Georgetown University. I congratulate all
those who have been concerned in bringing the institu
tion to its present high estate. Their notable achieve
ments in the half-century just completed give prophetic
assurance of its future prosperity.
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Half a century seems incredibly short in retrospect;
and I find it difficult to realize that my own admission
to the bar antedates by two years the establishment of
this Law School. Thirty-three years out of the 52 which
have elapsed since I was admitted to practice have been

spent in the service of the State of New York on the
bench of its higher courts,�the last 11 of these in the
Court of Appeals in Albany. That tribunal�our court

of last resort�has supervision over the State Board of
Law Examiners and prescribes the rules and regulations
for admission to the bar. In the exercise of this power,
the Judges of the Court of Appeals almost necessarily
become, to some extent at least, experts in legal educa
tion; and I suppose it is largely on account of the

special interest in the subject thus acquired that I have
been selected as a fit and proper person to say a few
words to you this afternoon, on this auspicious occasion.
At no time in the history of this country have the

educational responsibilities of our American law schools
been more worthy of serious consideration than they are

today. Let me invite your attention to them for a few
moments :

According to the last Federal census, there are

114,000 lawyers in the United States. A large per
centage receive their professional education in whole or

in part from law schools. Considered as a class, the
members of the bar constitute the most influential body
of men in the country, with the possible exception of
ministers of religion. The old-fashioned law office in

which students destined to future distinction were said
to "read law" and thus prepare themselves for the bar,
is a thing of the past; and the great mass of American

laymen gain such acquaintance with the law as they
ever come to possess through intercourse with lawyers
trained at American law schools. The public also
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acquires many ideas about law by observation of the
activities of lawyers in court and as legislators ; but most
of all by participating as jurors in the actual adminis
tration of justice. The law schools have, however,
become the primary fountains whence flow such ideas of
the law as ultimately permeate the minds of the people;
and it would seem to follow "as the night the day" that
these sources of supply should be pure and undefiled.

They are not always so. Only four years ago, on his
return from the Senate to the bar, Elihu Root called the
attention of the New York State Bar Association to the
existence of some colleges and law schools, "where
there are many professors who think they know better
what law ought to be and what the principles of juris
prudence ought to be, and what the political institu
tions of the country ought to be, than the people of

England and America, working out their laws through
centuries of life. And these men who think they know
it all," said Mr. Root, warningly, "these half-baked

theorists, are teaching the boys in our law schools and
in our colleges to despise American institutions."
I would respectfully suggest that a grave responsi

bility devolves upon every worthy law school in the land
to counteract such teaching to the extent of its ability.
No one has spoken or written more wisely concerning

the functions and aims of a great law school than Mr.

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes�who is as distin
guished in the law today as his father of the same name

had become in medicine and literature, fifty years ago.
A law school, he says, does not undertake to teach suc

cess. The combination of tact and will which gives a

man immediate prominence among his fellows comes,
not from instruction, he thinks, but from nature. On
the other hand, he declares that the business of a law
school is not sufficiently described when we merely say
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that it is to teach law or make lawyers. "It is to teach
law," he says, "in the grand manner; and to make great
lawyers."
Twenty-five years from now, the men who will give

tone to public opinion in the United States concerning
questions of international, constitutional and municipal
law will be the men who are being trained in our Amer
ican law schools today. From among them will have
been chosen the judges who will administer the law of
the land through the courts; many of them will have
become makers of statute law in the several states or

in the halls of Congress here in Washington; and a

select few will have risen above their fellows into the

atmosphere of statesmanship. The teachers of these

men, it is true, cannot endow them with the attributes
of success, which are alone derivable from these elements
of character which nature bestows upon us; but the
teacher can awaken in the student a love for liberty,
right, order, justice and the land of his birth or choice,
which will imbue him with a desire for the attainment
and maintenance of high ideals in his profession and
the public's service. Good tendencies constitute the best

gift which any school can confer upon its pupils. To
teach law in the grand manner contemplated by Mr.

Justice Holmes is to instil into the law students by exam

ple, in addition to precept, a devotion for the law in its

higher aspects which will make them broad-minded
members of a noble profession rather than mere laborers
for hire less worthy of respect than hewers of wood
and drawers of water. Teachers like Langdell of Har
vard, Dwight of Columbia and John Norton Pomeroy
of New York University, will be remembered by some

of those present as teachers who exerted the sort of influ
ence which I have in mind as essential to the highest
success in teaching law,�an indefinable influence akin
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to that which radiated from Arnold of Rugby over the

public school life of England.
At this fiftieth milestone in the onward path of the

Georgetown University Law School, a thoughtful per
son is naturally prompted to inquire what it is that makes

an institution of learning famous? The answer would
seem to be twofold: the ability of the teachers and the

subsequent greatness of the students whom they send
out into the world. It has often been intimated that

great men, like poets, are born�not produced by edu

cation; but the pride which every university, college,
or professional school feels in the success of its distin

guished graduates shows unmistakably the prevalence
of a general belief that something helpful in his career

is derived by the ambitious student from the institu

tions, where he has received his education. This

belief, I think, has a substantial basis in fact. Many of

the great men whose names light up the Alumni lists
of our universities would doubtless have attained dis
tinction in any event; but I feel equally confident that
in many cases their success in life may be traced in part
to the inspiration of their academic experience. So
there is a logical warrant for the gratification felt by
the Alumni of Georgetown that the present honored
and beloved Chief Justice of the United States was

once a student here ; and by the same token I rejoice that
the name of Chief Justice Jay appears in the catalogue
of my own university�Columbia.
The political, economical, social and industrial prob

lems which beset the country, partly in consequence of
the great war, call for unwavering steadiness on the part
of our law schools in promoting the development of the
law in accordance with the great principles upon which
our system of government is founded. I have no fear
of any departure therefrom by Georgetown University.
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Attachment to time honored principles is apt to be
denounced in these days as reactionary; but, more often
than not, to say of a man that he is a reactionary is to

say that he is right. The community, however, must

be on its guard against those law schools mentioned by
Senator Root,�fortunately few in number�that sanc

tion the teachings of "half-baked theorists" which have
the effect of leading their students to despise American
institutions. The members of the bar which they let
loose upon the public hide under their tongues a venom

which is deadly to the American body politic. Some
of them seem to cherish a malignant hatred for our

priceless heritage of the common law. Another class
of law graduates, less venomous but still harmful in
their careless talk, deny the right of the courts to uphold
the fundamental law by annulling State and Federal

legislation enacted in violation of the Constitution; com
plain that the writ of habeas corpus is too readily
obtainable in this country; and finally, advocate the
abolition of the system of trial by jury!
These intellectually arrogant critics apparently fail

to appreciate that the power to enforce the prohibitions
and limitations contained in a Constitution regulating
the exercise of legislative authority must reside some

where; otherwise the restrictions would be futile. The

legislature itself could hardly be trusted to pass upon
the validity of its own acts; and unless jurisdiction to

invalidate unconstitutional enactments be vested in the

Judiciary, a large portion of every Constitution would
be a dead letter. The jury system is not perfect; no

human institution is. It has been my fortune, however,
to preside over hundreds of jury trials; I estimate that
I have come into personal touch with more than 12,000
jurors; and my conclusion is that, under the guidance
of a competent judge no better method has yet been or
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is at present likely to be devised for the determination
of issues of fact in common law cases, than is afforded

by the system of trial by jury. Mistakes will be made

by juries, of course�even judges have been known to

err,�but in 12 years' constant trial of jury cases, I can

not recall half a dozen instances in which I felt con

strained to set aside the verdict because the evidence
did not support it. In regard to the proposed limita
tions upon the right to sue out the writ of habeas corpus,
I have only this to say : Read what has been so eloquently
written by Professor F. J. Stimson of Harvard Uni

versity, now our Minister to the Argentine, on the
difference between the legal remedies available to a

person suddenly arrested without a warrant in Berlin
and to one similarly taken into custody in this country.
It is the difference between irresponsible tyranny and
the liberty of the citizen protected by law. I may add
that few persons who have observed the autocratic ten

dencies of legislation and administrative procedure in
this country since we went into the war will be willing
to lessen any existing guarantee of personal liberty.
I would not have it supposed for a moment that

because I believe in the power of the Judiciary to annul
unconstitutional statutes, and in such old-fashioned insti
tutions as trial by jury and the writ of habeas corpus, I
am opposed to any and all reforms in the law�far from
it. Just at this time, however, I have desired to empha
size what I regard as the paramount duty of our

American law schools�the inculcation among the
future lawyers of this country�more than 100,000 in
number�not only of sound principles of the law as they
have been developed with the aid of modern historical
research, but also an intelligent devotion to the distinct
ive principles which form the basis of our system of
free government. That system has assured us pros-

[100 J



perity and happiness in the past, but is now threatened
by insidious teachings, designed to destroy justice by
destroying liberty.
With these suggestions, I bid the Law School of

Georgetown University, its President, Faculty, Alumni
and students Godspeed for the future!
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THE BANQUET

THE celebration was concluded by what has been

pronounced by many the most remarkable and

important gathering of the Alumni of Georgetown ever

held. In the large ballroom of the New Willard Hotel,
which was beautifully decorated for the occasion, four
hundred of the graduates of the Law School, most of
them distinguished in professional and business life,
attended the banquet on Monday evening, December 6,
1920. There was displayed a remarkable spirit of

loyalty and an enthusiasm and mirth which made the
occasion an event in the annals of the Georgetown
Alumni. Everyone present had an enjoyable time.
Frank J. Hogan, LL.B., '02, presided at the speaker's

table and with his brilliant wit and apt remarks in

introducing speakers, and commenting upon their

speeches, constantly evoked the laughter and applause
of his auditors. Each of those upon whom a degree had
been conferred that afternoon responded to the call upon
him for a short address and in each instance the speech
was a real gem. Seldom have after-dinner speakers
been favored with more attentive and appreciative audi
ences. Mr. Justice Gould was especially happy in his
remarks and in his delightful way recounted many very
human and amusing instances of his early practice.
Martin Conboy made a lively and entertaining talk, and
Mr. George McNeir gave a beautiful tribute to George
town. Mr. Justice Westenhaver, Daniel W. O'Dono-

ghue, Thomas J. Spellacy, Col. J. S. Easby-Smith and
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John J. Fitzgerald added to the pleasure of the even

ing by happy expressions of their feelings upon the
occasion. At the close the President of the University,
Reverend Father Creeden, made an informal but in

spiring address expressing his gratification at the splen
did success of the gathering.
Many musical numbers were rendered during the

evening by soldiers from Walter Reed Hospital and
students of the Law School, and George O'Connor,
A.M., '16, as entertaining as ever, was compelled to

respond to a long series of encores. The event was more

than ordinarily successful. The remarkable spirit of

goodfellowship was noticeably present and there was a

unanimous opinion that the evening was exceptionally
enjoyable.
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Among the telegrams received were the following:

Dean George E. Hamilton,
Georgetown Law School.

I regret pressing official duties prevent attending Ju
bilee Celebration Georgetown University Law School
and particularly Banquet this evening, where so many dis

tinguished Alumni will assemble. In the name of Alum
ni Oklahoma, of whom there are many, I send congrat
ulations and best wishes for future growth and pros
perity.

Matthew J. Kane, Chief Justice,
Supreme Court of Oklahoma.

Dean George E. Hamilton,
Georgetown Law School.

Congratulations from New York Alumni on our Fif
tieth Anniversary of our Law School and your wonderful
work in connection with same.

J. Lynch Pendergast,
President New York Alumni.

Dean George E. Hamilton,
Georgetown Law School.

Georgetown University Alumni in banquet assembled
at Nayasset Club, Springfield, celebrating Law School
Golden Jubilee, congratulate whole university on this
great occasion and repledge loyalty to Alma Mater and
her aims. . � _

A. P. Conner,
President Georgetown University Club of Western
Massachusetts.
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Dean George E. Hamilton,
Georgetown Law School.

My dear Dean Hamilton: The Massachusetts Alumni
of the University congratulate the Law School on its

fifty years of remarkable growth and success due largely
to your efficient leadership, now for enlarged quarters
and teaching staff adequate to train increasing numbers
in the science of law and prepare them to meet the prob
lems of tomorrow as lawyers 'and as citizens.

Charles A. DeCourcy,
Associate Justice, Supreme Court of Massachusetts.

Dean George E. Hamilton,
Georgetown Law School.

We Alumni in Missouri send cordial greetings and as

surance of our confidence in and loyalty to the George
town Law School, the best Law School in America. We

heartily congratulate the School and join in celebrating
its Fiftieth Anniversary. May its days be many and its
beneficent influence cover the earth. THOS jj ALLEN

Dean George E. Hamilton,
Georgetown Law School.

The Georgetown Alumni Association of California

sends greetings and congratulations to the Georgetown
School of Law upon its half century of devoted service

and distinguished achievement. Neal Power.
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Rev. John B. Creeden, S. J.,
President, Georgetown University.
The officers and members of the Georgetown Univer

sity Club of New England extend to mother Georgetown
heartiest congratulations on the Golden Jubilee of the
Law School of Georgetown University. May Alma
Mater continue its glorious growth and grand achieve-
ments-

I. X. Cuttle,
President, Georgetown University Club of New England.

Dean George E. Hamilton,
Georgetown Law School.

Proud of her record and grateful for the impress of
her hand, the Kentucky Alumni of Georgetown Law
School congratulate their Alma Mater on the celebration
of fifty years of distinguished service.

Wm. Rogers Clay,
Associate Justice, Court of Appeals of Kentucky.
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