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In Healy Hall room 102, Georgetown
students may find themselves bumping
shoulders with scholars from South
Africa or South Carolina, or anyone else
discovering the “mecca of bioethics
research,” also known as the National
Reference Center for Bioethics Literature.

Researchers come to the Hilltop from
all over the world to find information on
the ethical dilemmas that vex science and
society — abortion, stem cell research,
the privacy of genetic records, cloning,
human gene therapy, euthanasia and other
issues.

Georgetown’s Kennedy Institute of
Ethics developed the reference center of
the past three decades to supplement the
bioethics collection of the National
Library of Medicine, which recently
awarded the institute an $8 million, five-
year contract to continue the project.

“This is a great partnership because
we are able to complement their efforts,”
says LeRoy Walters, the Joseph P.
Kennedy Professor of Christian Ethics.
“The new contract symbolizes the
National Library of Medicine’s commitment
to the Kennedy Institute as its principal
partner in the gathering and dissemination
of bioethics information.”

BIOETHICS LIBRARY

GETS A BOOST

continued on back page

Federalism and Bioethics

The arguments for and against the centralization of political power have remained largely the
same over the last several hundred years. Only the proponents of each position have changed.
Opposition to a strong federal government was once the hallmark of cultural conservatives and
powerful economic interests who generally  believed they stood a better chance of prevailing within
the courts and legislatures of the various states than by surrendering the fate of their political aims
to a central political authority of the federal government.  State preeminence was argued for on
matters ranging from the requirements for marriage, race relations, regulation of health insurance
and employee benefits, and determination of eligibility for Medicaid and other forms of public
assistance. Political progressives, by contrast, eagerly sought the assistance of the federal courts and
the Congress in the hope that a national majority on some matters would counteract the power of
provincial cultural and economic forces that were effective in blocking reform.

Although Hume, Montesquieu, and others provided many early arguments on the subject, few
documents offer as many considerations in one place as the Federalist Papers. The anti-federalists
were fearful of undue centralization, and they argued for constraint on central authorities by a national
bill of rights. In addition, some structural division of labor between federal and state authority was
seen as a crucial factor in combating tyranny and ensuring greater acceptance of and adherence to
policies adopted. James Madison and Alexander Hamilton argued that the risk of tyranny by passionate
majorities was reduced in larger republics where sub-units of shared interest could and would check
each other. Madison supported placing some authority with sub-units since they would be best fit to
address “local circumstances and lesser interests” (Federalist 37). With decentralized power, the
people would maintain stronger “affection, esteem, and reverence” towards the government and
deliberations would better reflect local values (Federalist 17).

Some matters by nature were felt to be better left to federal authority, however. Authority for
national defense and interstate commerce necessarily had to be vested in the federal government, as did
authority for dealing with any other problem that required coordination among the several states, such
that the very nature of some problems meant that local solutions always would be inadequate (Federalist
11, 23).

The civil rights movements of the 1960s and early 1970s, and later advocates for economic
justice for systematically disadvantaged groups, put their faith in greater federal authority, both judicial
and legislative. Opposition to greater control by either federal branch grew fierce among cultural and
economic conservatives. For example, a call for the abolition of the U.S. Department of Education
became a rallying cry among the latter, much as they had complained about activist judges a decade
earlier.

Much has changed. Judicial activism now has a conservative flavor. President Bush sought
and obtained the No Child Left Behind legislation that created an unparalleled degree of federal
oversight of public education. The more conservative wing of the U.S. Supreme Court has placed
new limits on the use of the Commerce Clause as a basis for overriding state legal regulations.
Progressive proponents of health care insurance reform want greater state latitude to craft their own
solutions for regulating the insurance industry, while conservatives want broad waivers for reshaping
the state Medicaid programs. Opponents of gay marriage want a federal constitutional amendment
in order to block unwanted trends among the states, while advocates of medical marijuana  and
proponents of physician-assisted suicide for the terminally ill argue for greater deference to the
values of local majorities. Some states have decided to go their own way in advancing stem cell
research, just as opponents seek federal and international bans on related activities.

Perhaps extended reflection will reveal some coherent pattern that might account for the seemingly
bewildering variations in federalist and anti-federalist positions. Alternatively, it just may be that many
of the commitments, now and several decades ago, are heavily driven by a strategic calculus of what
is most likely to advance the respective political aims. Many of the more compelling  arguments
available to any of the partisans remain ones contained in the Federalist Papers.

Madison Powers

IBC 2005

We have a great line-up for this year’s
Intensive Bioethics Course, June 7-12,
2005, for those who may not have
attended in a few years and wish to
refresh (or rejuvenate) their thinking
about a number of the bioethics issues of
the day.  Our guest lecturer is Carlos
Gomez, M.D., Ph.D., Associate Director

IBC continued on next page



WHAT’S UP WITH KIE SCHOLARS AND FACULTY

MEMBERS’ DAY EVENT, APRIL 7, 2005
At last! The schedule is set for our Annual Member’s Day symposium and we

are delighted to host Lainie Friedman Ross, M.D., Ph.D., a pediatrician and
bioethicist from the University of Chicago as our Hellegers lecturer.  Her talk will
be on “The Ethical Limits in Expanding Living Donor Transplantation.”  Dr.
Ross is nationally known for her work on research involving children. LeRoy
Walters will speak on “Current Developments in and Perspectives on Stem Cell
Research”, expanding upon his recent article that was published in the KIE
Journal (14), March 2004.  Margaret Little will give a talk on “Pregnancy,
Delivery, & Distortions of Risk”, from work resulting from her new project with
the OB-GYN Risk Group (see below).

The event begins at 1:30 p.m. in the ICC Auditorium.  Georgetown’s President,
John J. DeGioia, and Provost James J. O’Donnell will close our event at 5:00 p.m.
with a special honorary award presented to a longtime member of the Institute for
valuable contributions to the University’s academic and scholarly life.  (Sssssssh—
it’s a surprise! call Linda Powell at 202-687-8099 if you want to be let in on the
secret!).  We will be hosting a special reception in Healy Hall following the
formal presentation and hope that all of our Institute members and affiliates will
join us on this important day!

ISAAC FRANCK LECTURE

Maggie Little has recently
co-founded the OB-GYN Risk Group, an
interdisciplinary team comprised of clinical
epidemiologists, OB-GYNs, philosophers,
feminist scholars and medical sociologists
to look at how risk gets framed in
pregnancy. The group’s members include
scholars from Princeton, Duke, UCSF, and
the University of Michigan. The group’s
mission is to explore how perceptions of
risk can get distorted in pregnancy and
to offer guidelines that are science-based
and woman-centered. Amongst the issues
the group is looking at are elective c-sections,
use of anti-depressants during pregnancy
and breastfeeding, and maternal age-
based prenatal genetic screening. They
held their second meeting at Georgetown

in February.
In May 2005, Bob Veatch will

deliver the keynote lecture at the Catholic
University of Korea for its 150th
anniversary celebration, followed by two
lectures in Taiwan,  including the
Conference  for  Eth ics  of  Cl in ica l
Medicine. He also has authored a new
book, Disrupted Dialogue: Medical Ethics
and the Collapse of Physician/Humanist
Communication (1770-1980) that will be
published by Oxford University Press.

John Keown presented a talk at St.
Michael’s College, University of Toronto,
in March on the legalization of voluntary
euthanasia. His paper on the Council of
Europe and euthanasia has also been
accepted by the Journal of Medical Ethics.

IBC 2005
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of Capital Hospice, who will give the
Pellegrino Lecture,  “The Ethics of
Lamentation:  Moral Discourse at the End
of Life.”  Dr. Gomez is a wonderful speaker
and well-known for his work in palliative
and terminal care.

In honor of Dr. Edmu d Pellegrino’s
85th birthday, we’ll close the IBC on Sun-
day, June 12, with a special honorary
luncheon in the historic Riggs Library for
IBC attendees and other Institute mem-
bers who wish to attend.  For information
and to RSVP, please contact Sally
Schofied at (202) 687-8099.

Beyond our ‘pillars of bioethics’ talks
on the podium (autonomy, justice,
beneficence and non-maleficence), we’ve
added a plenary lecture to be presented
by Tom Beauchamp on animal ethics that
will delve into areas of how humans use
animals.  This will include the latest
research that he and the Institute’s long-
time faculty affiliate, Dr. Barbara Orlans,
are directing to incorporate into a new
edition of their landmark book, The
Human Use of Animals, that will be
published in the near future.

Following the successful schedule of
the past few years, we’ll open the IBC on
Monday evening with a Preconference
ProSeminar presented by the Institute’s
library staff, with an alternate session also
offered Tuesday morning.  These sessions
will include an introduction to the
National Reference Center for Bioethics
Literature’s resources, demonstrations of
search strategies, and hands-on assistance.

Two more Preconference Symposia
are on offer for Tuesday morning and
afternoon — Organizational Ethics and
Institutional Integrity, and Clinical Ethics.
These are hosted by the Center for Clinical
Bioethics under the direction of Carol
Taylor, and they have been designed to
include overviews of the current state of
the art in each area, their methods and
tools (ethics committees, consult teams,
and the like).

Four special topics are on offer for
this year’s participants and are included
in the course credit calculation:
Futility,  Research Ethics, Teaching
Ethics and Feminist Bioethics.

If you know of a group or candidate
for scholarship that you’d like to recom-
mend our course to, please tell them to
call for more information (202-687-8099)
as some limited special rates are available.

We are pleased to announce that the
IBC has been approved to offer 32
Category 1 CME credits for physicians,
and 42 contact hours for nurses.  University
CEUs are also available for participants.

Georgetown’s Program in Jewish
Civilization of the Edmund Walsh School
of Foreign Service joined the Institute in
welcoming Arthur Caplan, Ph.D., the
Director of the Center for Bioethics at the
University of Pennsylvania, for a thought-
provoking and informative lecture on
March 2, 2005.  The annual Franck
Lecture honors Isaac Franck who was a
Senior Research Scholar at the Kennedy
Institute of Ethics from 1979 until his
death in 1985.

Caplan reviewed present-day
experiments that some characterize as
Nazi-type actions but demonstrated why
the charge is not apt.  He argued that while
a “Nazi analogy” is used frequently in
bioethics to decry unethical research,
those who make that charge often fail to

confront, in any substantive way, the ethical
arguments offered by physicians and
scientists for their participation in the
research programs of the Third Reich.  These
arguments should be considered because
they continue to be used as powerful
motivations to action even today.  Some
of the arguments made by Nazi physicians
during their trials were (1) that their
research did no additional harm to the
concentration camp inmates because the
inmates were doomed to die in any case;
(2) that the usual  norms for the conduct of
research can permissibly be waived during
wartime; and (3) that the benefits of the
research to the nation or to humanity out-
weighed the harms to the individual
research subjects.

Audiotapes may be ordered for $15 each.



Abortion, Doctors and the Law Keown Cambridge U. Press $20.79 $22.00

Applied Ethics in Animal Research: Philosophy Gluck, DiPasquale, Orlans Purdue Press $18.91 $24.95
Regulations, and Laboratory Applications

Bibliography of Bioethics, Vol. 29 Walters, Kahn, Goldstein, eds. KIE $56.00 $70.00

Case Studies in Nursing Ethics, 2nd ed. Veatch Jones & Bartlett $41.40 $44.95

Christian Virtues in Medical Practice Pellegrino GU Press $20.67 $29.95

Contemporary Issues in Bioethics, 6th ed. Beauchamp, Walters Wadsworth $70.15 $81.95

Cross-Cultural Perspectives in Medical Ethics Veatch Jones & Bartlett $37.38 $40.95

Disrupted Dialogue, Medical Ethics & the Veatch Oxford $45.95 $49.95
Collapse of Physician-Humanist Communication

  (1770-1980)

Ethical Issues in Death and Dying, 2
nd

 ed. Beauchamp, Veatch Prentice Hall $50.03 $58.00

Euthanasia, Ethics and Public Policy Keown Cambridge U. Press $21.74 $23.00

Euthanasia Examined Keown Cambridge U. Press $33.08 $35.00

In the Name of Science: Orlans Oxford $20.19 $21.95
Issues in Responsible Animal Experimentation

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, ed.: Langan GU Press $13.08 $18.95
A Moral Vision for America

Medical Ethics, 2nd ed. Veatch Jones & Bartlett $56.35 $61.95

Moral Acquaintances Wildes UNotreDame Press $18.40 $20.00

Moral Particularism eds: Hooker, Little Oxford $50.60 $55.00

Principles of Biomedical Ethics, 5
th
 ed. Beauchamp, Childress Oxford $27.55 $29.95

Source Book in Bioethics (paper) Jonsen, Veatch, Walters GU Press $29.33 $42.50

The Basics of Bioethics Veatch Prentice Hall $23.98 $27.80

The Ethics of Human Gene Therapy Walters, Palmer Oxford $36.11 $39.25

The Human Use of Animals; Orlans, et al. Oxford $27.14 $29.50
Case Studies in Ethical Choice

The Patient-Physician Relation: Veatch Indiana U. Press $23.10 $29.95
The Patient as Partner, Part 2

The Story of Bioethics, From Seminal Works eds: Walter, Klein GU Press $23.90 $29.95
  to Contemporary Explorations

Transplantation Ethics Veatch GU Press $20.67 $29.95

The Philosophical Foundation of Medicine: eds: Bulger, McGovern Carden Jennings $20.75 $26.00
Essays by Dr. Edmund Pellegrino Publishing Co., Ltd.

KIE BOOKSTORE ORDER FORM
TITLE AUTHOR PUBLISHER

MEMBER’S

DISCOUNT

PRICE

NON-
MEMBER

PRICE
QTY AMT TOTAL

This is a partial list of currently available books from KIE faculty scholars.

Mail:    Georgetown University, Kennedy Institute of Ethics Bookstore
               4th Floor Healy Hall, 37th & O Streets, NW, Washington, DC 20057
Phone: 202-687-8099   Fax:  202-687-8089
Email: kicourse@georgetown.edu
Website: http://kennedyinstitute.georgetown.edu

      TOTAL COST OF BOOKS: $ __________________
              ADD 7% SALES TAX OF COST: $ __________________

                       ADD S & H*: $ __________________
  TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ __________________
*(US:ADD $3.50 FOR ONE BOOK & $1.00 FOR EACH ADDTL. BOOK,
FOREIGN  (INCLUDING CANADA) WILL BE CALCULATED BOOK RATE & ADDED TO YOUR TOTAL)

PLEASE FILL IN PAYMENT & MAILING INFORMATION ON NEXT PAGE
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MY CHECK IN THE AMOUNT OF   $ ____________________________ PAYABLE TO THE KENNEDY INSTITUTE OF ETHICS IS ATTACHED.
**OR*  PLEASE CHARGE MY          MASTERCARD    OR     VISA    (CIRCLE ONE)  IN THE AMOUNT OF $ ___________________
CARD NUMBER _________  / _________   / __________  / ___________  EXP. DATE _________ / ___________
PRINT YOUR NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD: _______________________________________
SIGNATURE: ____________________________________________________ EMAIL: ______________________________________

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________
CITY: ____________________________ STATE: ___________________   ZIP CODE ______________________ COUNTRY: ____________________________

SHIP TO:

MAIL YOUR ORDER TO:
Georgetown University, Kennedy Institute of Ethics Bookstore, 4th Floor Healy Hall, 37th & O Sts., NW, Washington, DC 20057

$8 Million Dollar, Five Year Contract Award

Bioethics Library
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As the reference center, the general
public has access to more than a quarter
million books, articles, legal documents
and government reports. The center
houses most of the world’s literature on
bioethics, says Walters, who served as the
institute’s director from 1996 to 2000 and
is active with the project.

“Most of the visitors are doing
in-depth research and stay for a few weeks
or even a month,” he says. “But we’ve had
some people spend the better part of a year
going through our information.”

For those who can’t make it to Healy
Hall, much of the center’s material is

accessible online, says Doris Goldstein,
director of library and information services
at the Kennedy Institute. The website is:
http://bioethics.georgetown.edu.

“We count more than a million
accesses annually to our database, and
thousands of searches are carried out each
month,” she says. “We’re pleased that we’ll
be able to continue to provide information
on a wide variety of bioethics issues and
to continue this important collaboration.”

Contrary to reports in the mainstream
media, the 1996 cloning of a sheep named
Dolly did not provoke the need for bioethics
as a field of study. For centuries, Walters
says, major religious traditions have been
conf ron ted  wi th  e th ica l  ques t ions

surrounding the medical and nursing
professions.

“In some ways, it’s a field as old as
human life and culture,” he says, though
he adds that many bioethical issues only
began to gain widespread public attention
in the 1960s. Events such as the Nuremberg
trials following World War II reminded
people that doctors could be as inhumane
as they were humane, he says, and
eventually ethical controversies began to
percolate to the masses.

“Bioethics became a field of discourse,
not just about religious links, but about
problems all people face,” he says. “It’s
really an international field now that covers
everything from fertilization to death.”

MEMBERS’S DAY

APRIL 7, 2005


