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The Democratization of News

There has been a lot of handwringing lately about the quality of news and 
information available on the Internet. Mostly, the worries come from traditional print 
journalists and commentators who earn their livings in broadcast and cable news. 
Ultimately, they may be proved justified in their fears, but I do not yet find many of 
their arguments convincing. Here are some of the most common arguments.

First, there is the claim that there is so much unreliable information on the 
Web, and they often cite Wikipedia as an example. But what academics know is that 
standard reference works contain many inadequately supported, false, and partially 
true claims. Such works tell us that Aristotle was the tutor of Alexander the Great, 
but the evidence for the extent of his personal involvement is slim and controverted. 
Locke is said to be a great secular thinker whose theory of government depends on 
no theological assumptions, but the most respected Locke scholars marvel at how 
this patently false claim has survived for so long. What will matter in the end is 
how nimble Web sources are in becoming self-correcting and how able information 
consumers become in shopping for information.

Second, Web news is said to be unaccountable, but that begs the question of 
how accountable traditional news sources are – and to whom and for what? Major 
news outlets are corporately owned and increasingly part of large conglomerate 
organizations.  Newspapers have never really shed their partisan role in endorsing 
candidates down to the precinct level, and cable news channels are broken out into 
ideological niches. Who are they kidding?

Third, some fear that the Web panders to non-rational thought and favors parody 
and mockery over serious commentary or engagement with ideas. However, this 
charge misses the mark. Satire has always been an effective and informative way of 
getting people to see matters afresh. Defoe and Swift are paradigm examples. The 
well-crafted masks of political candidates can be stripped away in an instant, often 
by the use of video footage revealing inconsistencies in positions that mainstream 
media are too timid or too lazy to track.

Fourth, Web sources are charged with a lack of due diligence and with failing 
to vet sources properly in advance. However, mainstream media have become 
notorious for the unrestrained use of unnamed sources, and some evidence revealed 
in the “Scooter” Libby trial shows how much these unnamed government  “leakers” 
manipulate the media and get them to do the political hatchet work that they could 
not do on their own or without anonymity. Moreover, many in the mainstream media 
have become complacent and compliant, eschewing the historical role of the fourth 
estate as the watchful interrogator of power. In Washington, one may come to worry 
that many prefer a cozy collegiality that ensures invitation to all the A-list cocktail 
parties to any serious probing of the motives and veracity of their sources.

Fifth, some even charge that the Web bloggers and other Web sources of news 
are dangerous to democracy. The chief complaint by some is that candidates lose 
control of their own message, and so the story becomes what others want to discuss, 
not what the candidates themselves want to put forward. I think that this would be 
an enviable outcome. Candidates have for so long now faced largely unquestioning 
newspaper editors, syndicated columnists who traffic in bromides and platitudes that 
would make a high school civics teacher blush, and the cable news talking heads who 

The Joseph B. Brennan Lecture, 
held January 18, 2007, offered 
a perspective on the war against 
terrorism from a legal scholar at 
Georgetown who is widely respected 
for his stance on constitutional issues 
and his writings on free expression 
and anti-discrimination.  Dr. David 
Cole provoked and worried the 
audience — “Less Safe, Less Free:  
Why We Are Losing the War on 
Terrorism” — and attendees left 
with much food for thought and, we 
believe, a new respect for both the rule 
of law and longer term international 
and national consequences of recent 
political adjustments and exceptions.

“Messianism In An Age of 
Despair” was the topic selected 
by Dr. Kenneth Seeskin, Chair 
of the Philosophy Department at 
Northwestern University for this 
year’s Isaac Franck Lecture on 
March 22, 2007. Co-sponsored by 
the Program for Jewish Civilization, 
we are always pleased to offer this 
lecture at Georgetown and enjoy the 
opportunity to reflect upon a Jewish 
perspective on an important bioethics 
question.

Speaking from the beautiful 
Riggs Library, which is hard to 
top for a solemn sunset site, Dr. 
Seeskin engaged the group in a 
thoughtful discussion.  Dr. Seeskin 
is a Maimonides scholar so it is 
quite fitting for him to present the 
Isaac Franck Lecture, in honor 
of our colleague who contributed 
greatly to the current understanding 
of Maimonides and Spinoza.

Dr. Franck’s widow, Pearl, and 
his son, Walter, were in attendance.

TWO DIVERSE TOPICS,
TWO DISTINGUISHED

SPEAKERS
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IBC 2007 –  
NEW AND IMPROVED

WHAT’S UP WITH  KIE SCHOLARS AND FACULTY

 We hope that everyone received 
this year’s IBC brochure and has had 
a chance to review the great line-up 
for this year’s Intensive Bioethics 
Course, Decisionmaking and Choices 
in the 21st Century, June 4-9, 2007,  
(http://kennedyinstitute.georgetown.
edu/courses/ibc/ibc2007.htm).
 Our opening lecture will be 
presented by the Course Director, 
our own Maggie Little. We are 
also pleased to welcome visiting 
lecturers Robin West, J.D., from 
GU’s law center, who will speak on 
Public Health, Legislative Duties and 
Constitutional Law in Katrina’s Wake; 
Gopal Sreenivasan, Ph.D., Canada 
Research Chair in Justice and Health 
Care at the University of Toronto, 
who will lecture on Justice and Global 
Health; and Jennifer Hawkins, 
Ph.D., also from the University of 
Toronto, who will present a Special 
Topic on Clinical Research Ethics. 
 We will implement a couple 
of other new ideas…two sessions 
of “doubled” small groups to mix 
groups with joint leaders – with 
different styles and perspectives 
on display – and a new afternoon 
session, “Affinity Groups,” that 
will offer three concurrent venues 
(sign-up required) for interactive 
group discussion on three discrete 
areas of ethics: nursing, pediatrics, 
and international perspectives. We 
expect, as usual, a good-sized group 
of foreign participants and we have 

Heartiest congratulations to 
KIE faculty Tom Beauchamp who, 
along with KIE faculty affiliate 
James Childress, is receiving the 
The Benjamin Rush medal from 
the College of William and Mary. 
The medal is awarded annually 
“for significant contribution to the 
betterment of health or bioethics 
rights.” This award marks the first 
time ever that the award is given to 
someone in bioethics. The previous 
three awards went to:  2004: US 
Senator Nancy Kassebaum; 2005: 

been seeking a way to permit them to 
contribute their important stories and 
perspectives to the group at large.
 Our scholarship awards have been 
expanded this year as well, with the 
hope of attracting those most worthy, 
and in need of support to ensure 
their attendance. We believe these 
should be helpful as we encourage 
participation from overseas for those 
who have significant travel costs.
 The library will offer pre-
conference symposia throughout the 
day on Monday, June 4, with a choice 
of either a morning or afternoon session 
for interested parties.  In addition, the 
Center for Clinical Bioethics will host 
a day-and-a-half companion confer-
ence, “Clinical and Organizational 
Ethics” that begins on Thursday, May 
31, for those who wish to expand their 
week even more.  Please see its web-
site for information about CME, fees, 
etc., at http://clinicalbioethics.george-
town.edu.
 We are pleased to announce 
that the IBC has been approved to 
offer 28.5 Category 1 CME credits 
for physicians. Nursing credits are 
awarded through the Maryland Nurses 
Association (42 contact hours).  
University CEUs are also available.
 We’re up and running and ready to 
take your reservation, and we just have a 
feeling that this may be one of the best 
courses ever!  If you would like more 
information, please call Linda (202-687-
6766) or Sally (202-687-8099).

Bioethics Indexing Support 
Terminated
 
 On December 19, 2006 the Kennedy 
Institute received 30 days’ notice from 
the National Library of Medicine 
(NLM) to discontinue indexing 
bioethics literature for PubMed and 
the NLM Catalog. This abruptly ended 
the 32-year Information Retrieval 
Project that provided content analysis 
and retrieval for a broad spectrum of 
highly relevant materials. Although 
bioethics literature will continue to 
be made available in PubMed via an 
automated search strategy maintained 
by the NRCBL staff, the specificity 
and comprehensiveness of retrieval 
will be reduced. For example, journal 
articles in journals not routinely 
indexed by NLM, many books and 
all chapters in books, and most of the 
web-based literature will no longer be 
added to NLM databases.
 We appreciate the continuation 
of NLM support for our reference 
work, which includes the updating 
of the local bibliographic database 
ETHXWeb. However, ETHXWeb, 
though more wide-ranging in scope 
and content, cannot provide the depth 
of subject analysis provided via 
indexing.
 There is one exception to the 
diminished level of service: thanks 
to a grant from the ELSI Program 
of the National Human Genome 
Research Institute (NHGRI), the 
indexing of the genetics literature will 
continue, and be made available in the 
future at no cost by the GenETHX 
database. Details will be posted at 
the library website as new data are 
available. With NHGRI support, we 
have already updated the Bioethics 
Thesaurus genetics terminology, 
drafted a hierarchical display – a 
genetics “tree” – and begun indexing 
the recent literature.

We Need Your Help

 Building on our new work with 
genetics, we want to move forward 
with a renewed effort to distribute 
well- and efficiently-indexed content 
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Dr. David Kessler, former FDA 
Commissioner, and Dean of the 
University of California Medical 
School; and 2006: NY Governor 
Eliot Spitzer (Attorney General at 
the time).

Maggie Little has been on the 
road, attending an international 
workshop at Duke University on 
ethical issues in maternal birth trauma 
in developing countries.  A major 
focus was the plight of desperately 
poor women with little to no access 
to emergency Caesarean surgeries.



KIE BOOKSTORE ORDER FORM

TITLE     AUTHOR    PUBLISHER     

MEMBER’S 
DISCOUNT

PRICE 

NON-
MEMBER 

PRICE QTY     AMT     TOTAL

This is a partial list of currently available books from KIE faculty scholars.  
TOTAL NUMBER OF BOOKS:  ____________________

  TOTAL COST:  $ ____________________  
 ADD: 7% SALES TAX  $ ____________________
 ADD: S & H*   $ ____________________ 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ __________________

(US:ADD $3.50 FOR ONE BOOK & $1.00 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL BOOK

FOREIGN: WILL BE CALCULATED BOOK RATE & ADDED TO YOUR TOTAL) 

Abortion, Doctors and the Law Keown Cambridge U. Press     $20.79 $22.00

Applied Ethics in Animal Research: Philosophy, 
Regulations, and Laboratory Applications

Gluck, DiPasquale, 
Orlans

Purdue Press $18.91 $24.95

Bibliography of Bioethics, Vol. 32 Walters, Kahn, 
Goldstein, eds.

KIE $56.00 $70.00

Bioethics Searchers Guides: Using Databases of 
the National Library of Medicine and National 
Reference Center for Bioethics Literature

NRCBL KIE $28.00 $35.00

Case Studies in Nursing Ethics Veatch Jones & Bartlett $41.40 $44.95

Christian Virtues in Medical Practice Pellegrino GU Press $20.67 $29.79

Contemporary Issues in Bioethics, 6th ed. Beauchamp, Walters Wadsworth $70.15 $81.95

Cross-Cultural Perspectives in Medical Ethics Veatch Jones & Bartlett $37.38 $40.95

Disrupted Dialogue, Medical Ethics & the 
Collapse of Physician-Humanist 
Communication (1770-1980)

Veatch Oxford $45.95 $49.95

Ethical Issues in Death and Dying, 2nd ed. Beauchamp, Veatch Prentice Hall $50.03 $58.00

Euthanasia, Ethics and Public Policy Keown Cambridge U. Press $21.74 $23.00

Euthanasia Examined Keown Cambridge U. Press $33.08 $35.00

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, A Moral Vision for 
America

ed: Langan GU Press $13.08 $18.95

Medical Ethics, 2nd ed. Veatch Jones & Bartlett $56.35 $61.95

Moral Acquaintances Wildes U. Notre Dame 
Press

$18.40 $20.00

Moral Particularism Hooker, Little, eds. Oxford $50.60 $55.00

Principles of Biomedical Ethics, 5th ed. Beauchamp, 
Childress

Oxford $42.80 $46.50

Social Justice: The Moral Foundation of Public 
Health and Health Policy

Powers, Faden Oxford $41.40 $45.00

Source Book in Bioethics (paper) Jonsen, Veatch, 
Walters

GU Press $29.33 $42.50

The Basics of Bioethics Veatch Prentice Hall $23.98 $27.80

The Ethics of Human Gene Therapy Walters, Palmer Oxford $36.11 $39.25

The Patient-Physician Relation: 
The Patient as Partner, Part 2

Veatch Indiana U. Press $23.10 $29.95

The Story of Bioethics, From Seminal Works to 
Contemporary Explorations

Walter, Klein, eds. GU Press $23.90 $29.95

Transplantation Ethics Veatch GU Press $20.67 $29.95

The Philosophical Foundation of Medicine: 
Essays by Dr. Edmund Pellegrino

Bulger, McGovern, 
eds.

Carden Jennings 
Publishing Co., Ltd.

$20.75 $26.00

PLEASE FILL IN PAYMENT & MAILING 
INFORMATION ON NEXT PAGE



MY CHECK IN THE AMOUNT OF ___________________ PAYABLE TO THE KENNEDY INSTITUTE OF ETHICS IS ATTACHED.
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PRINT YOUR NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD: _______________________________________________
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      CITY: ______________________________ STATE: ________________ ZIP CODE: _____________________________
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tailor their scripts in predictable, safe 
ways because they themselves are but 
one foot out the door from the last 
campaign and one step away from 
joining the next.

There is a lot of garbage out on the 
Web, to be sure, and some of it comes 
from the same old news outlets that 
have been serving it up in traditional 
venues already. We should welcome 
more aggressive, less beholden sources 
of news, opinion, and yes, unsparing 
satire.

Madison Powers

Bioethics Indexing
continued from page 2

of ALL the bioethics literature to 
bioethics scholars and the broad, 
often international audience we serve. 
To that end, we are exploring funding 
opportunities and asking for your ideas 
and support, which may range from 
buying a library T-shirt to sponsoring 
a developing country library in our 
international program (IBEP), to 
sharing your ideas for endowment. 
 We would like very much to know 
what services of the library have 
been especially helpful to you.  Your 
feedback will help us go forward 

with planning for our future. If you 
are willing to write a general letter of 
support for library activities and for 
indexing in particular, please direct 
it to my attention. We will use such 
endorsements in our efforts to obtain 
new funding. 
 
 With sincere thanks, 
 Doris M. Goldstein
 Director, Library and Information  
   Services
 goldstdo@georgetown.edu.
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