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AI university, like any living organ
W ism, must respond and adjust to 

• its environment. The ecological 
- pressures are as acute on educa-

tional institutions as on all other forms of 
life and, in some cases, even more urgent. 

Georgetown University provides an ex
cellent example of an institution attempt
ing to make these responses in the most 
creative and effective way. It finds itself 
involved in the activities of communities 
at the global, national, regional and local 
level, and it cannot dodge the respon
sibilities imposed upon it by any of 
what modern jargon has come to label its 
"publics." 

This process of adjustment and response 
is continuous and sometimes even auto
matic, but it was much in evidence this 
past summer on the campus. The campus 
in summer, contrary to the usual vision 
of an institution gone dormant, is in some 
ways alive with more activity than in 
winter. At least that activity is more 
varied and involved with more disparate 
audiences. Some cases in point are listed 
below and at other points in this issue of 
Georgetown: 

w At the global level, summer courses 
in the University's School of Foreign 
Service and in four special programs 
abroad (at Salzburg, Dijon, Guadalajara 
and Tokyo) provided instruction both 
theoretical and applied in this country's 
relationship with the other peoples of the 
world. In addition, the work of George
town's widely publicized Center for Stra
tegic Studies continued to probe into the 
complexities of international politics 
through seminars, lectures and special pub
lications such as a recently released and 
highly praised examination of last year's 
D ominican Crisis. 

w The summer session revolved upon a 
theme of social action, concentrating most 
of its special programs and seminars on 
the nature of America's urban problems. 
Most of the special programs such as the 
College Orientation Program for disadvan
taged high school youths and a traveling 
workshop on interpersonal relationships 
were designed to bring a flavor of social 
consciousness to a campus with a tradi-

tiona! involvement in social action. 
w Regionally-if the Washington, D.C. 

area could be considered Georgetown's 
region-development of the Washington 
Consortium, an effort to pool certain of 
the graduate education facilities of the 
District's five major universities, was pro
ceeding at an accelerated pace, with many 
of the troublesome details (one example: 
mutual recognition of each school's library 
cards) being eliminated. A joint appoint
ment in mathematics between Georgetown 
and Catholic University was yet another 
evidence of the growing vitality of the 
Consortium. 

w At the local level, officials of the 
University and the various civic associ
ations of the town of Georgetown reached 
an arbitrated settlement on a long-standing 
dispute concerning University use of land 
outside the campus gates, and a tentative 
groundbreaking date was set for the Uni
versity library (now 3 0 years in the plan
ning stages) as approval of the chosen site 
was given by the District's Board of Zon
ing Adjustment. A more harmonious 
University-town relationship appeared to 
be in the making as both sides met and 
discussed what had been at times emotion
laden issues in an atmosphere of calm and 
reason. 

These topics and others are treated in 
various portions of this issue of the Alumni 
Association's magazine. That treatment, if 
it is all that it should be, will give those 
interested in the growth and development 
of the University some vision of what 
Georgetown was like during this particu
lar time and place. 

Each of these levels of adjustment and 
response reveal how the University is react
ing to its environment, or environments. 
Hopefully, the journalistic reflection of 
these responses provided in various por
tions in this issue of Georgetown will be 
an accurate, informative and, at least to 
some extent, an entertaining one. This and 
future issues of the publication will be 
designed to do just that-show Georgetown 
University at this critical mid-twentieth
century juncture in its existence as it meets 
and creates its own challenges. 

-foe! Bagby, Edito1• -<:::>-
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covER-Georgetown's atmosphere has led more than one 
writer to label it not so much a town as a state of mind. 
The reflective beagle pictured by photographer Jon Schoonmaker 
epitomizes the sense of grace and style which pervades 
the National Capital's most lively historic artifact. 





The town of Georgetown has s~rviv.ed plagues of 
wolves and wild horses, absorptiOn mto a Federal 

City whose birth it helped midwife, a 50-year-long 
economic slump and, most recently, invasion by those 
seeking Washington's most prestigious address. 

It has been successively a prosperous t0bacco port, 
a major shipping point for the goods produced by a 
thriving young country, a sort of mother hen to a 
struggling national capital notable only for its half
finished buildings and morasses, a partisan southern 
city Aanked by a northern stronghold, an out-and-<>ut 
urban slum populated by impoverished freed slaves 
and equally impoverished Irish families, and a hotbed 
of New Deal, Fair Deal, New Frontier and Great 
Society thought. 

Throughout these vicissitudes, it has remained a 
quiet vi llage of sturdily built homes for families pro
ducing generation after generation of stable upper
middle-class Americans, an enclave of peace and con
tinuity in the middle of one of the nation's most 
frenetically bustling and most-given-to-change cities. 
It has maintained a gentility, a certain sense of style, 
a tradition of quality that reAects what can only be 
characterized as a transcendent set of values. 

Gentility, continuity, stability-these are the words 
that best characterize Georgetown, but above all gen
tility, a little out-at-the-elbows at times, perhaps, but 
all-pervading and inherent. 

Surviving alongside this sometimes anachronistic 
village has been Georgetown University. It has been 
faced with sometimes parallel, sometimes divergent 
problems and has attempted to face them with the 
same grace and dignity of its neighbor to the East. 
The town (founded 1751 ), and the School (founded 
1789) have grown old together, but lately have grown 
querulous with each other like an aging couple shov
ing one another for their share of the bed. 

Perhaps a student of social trends of an earlier day 
could have predicted that such falling out was inevi
table. Georgetown the town is a prisoner not only of 
its geography-it is surrounded on two sides by the 
District of Columbia, on another by Rock Creek and 
on the fourth by the Potomac-but of its traditions. 
It has been history's handmaiden, and intends to 
remain so. Georgetown the University, on the other 
hand, while necessarily a respecter and a purveyor of 
hi story, has found itself under heavy pressure in a 
new era of higher education. Spiraling enrollments, 
expanded building programs and the demands for 
new approaches to learning have forced the Univer-

sity not only to revere the past but to give a great l 
dool of tho,ght to tho futm'Gentee Georgetown 
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The dynamics of the University and the quiescence 
of the town were bound inevitably to conflict. And 
they did . What began as a simple disagreement over 
zoning about eight years ago has become a major 
discussion of the role of the University, its rights and 
responsibi lities in the community, and even its status 
as an integral part of that community. 

There have been few antecedents fo r any conflict. 
For most of the 177 years since the fou nding of the 
University, the town and college have existed quietl y 
side by side, hardly taking notice of each other except 
with a ki nd of understated sense of regard. The tow n 
was more involved with its struggle with its economic 
problems, the University with both its economic and 
educational ones. 

The vi llage of Georgetown "almost certai nly rose 
on the ashes of the Indian village of Tohogae" at the 
confluence of the Potomac R iver and Rock Creek, 
the Maryland hi stori an Scharf writes. It was first dis
covered by an English explorer, Sir H enry Fleete in 
1634 as his vessel worked its way up the Potomac 
toward the Little Falls. 

As settlers began drifting into what were then the 
back country areas of Virginia and Maryland, the 
Georgetown area's value as a port soon became 

apparent. Before the official chartering of the Village 
of Georgetown in 1751, fa irs were held on the site 
and several tobacco warehouses were built to store 
what was becoming the region's big-money crop. 

In this era, Georgetown was a part of Frederick 
(later Montgomery) county. The area was largely 
wilderness and suffered, one hi storian notes, from a 
si ngular combination of evi ls- wolves and wild 
horses. In 1750, a year before the official chartering 
of Georgetown, the Maryland legislature passed an 
act for destroying the wolves, which were said to be 
"so numerous and mischievous that if not timely 
prevented, they will not only infect that county, but 
the whole province .. . . " 

When the Maryland legislato rs first g ranted the 
charter to the village, two men held deed to most of 
the land upon which the town would be built. These 
were George Gordon and George Beall, both of 
whom had inherited large holdings from earlier 
settlers. Beall held the tract called the Rock of Dun
barton and, as the oldest settler, had the first choice 
of lots in the embryonic village . 

When the time came for redistribution of the land , 
Beall evidenced a considerable reluctance to g ive up 
any part of hi s holdings. 



. ''M:y acceptance of the course pursued," he wrote 
tn a note of protest, "shall not debar me from further 
r:dress from the commissioners or others. I have the 

~ht of a British subject. I ask no more. God save 
ng George!" 

.
1
Earty historians speculated that the name of the 

~tlage honored this independent and vocal inhabi

~a~t, but most evidence indicates the village fathers 
0 0Wed the prevailing 18th-century custom and 
!larned the town for George II. 

!he town at this point was bounded on the east by 
lli,tat . 
lv{ 1s now 30th Street and on the north by present 
( Street with the Potomac on the other two sides. 
Just east of Rock Creek, another early area settler 

~tned Funk had settled most of the laad which was 
ter to become the F ederal City.) 
Georgetown even at this stage was building its 

~Plltation as a gracious and sprightly city. In 1755, 
..,~neral Edward Braddock, on his way to die in the 

tlds of Western Pennsylvania, reported to friends 
England: "Never have I attended a more complete 

•nquet or met better dressed or better-mannered 
Pie than I met on my arrival in Georgetown, 

\ohich is named after His Gracious Majesty." 
. Shortly after Braddock's visit, surveyors were mark
lllg out streets in Georgetown, and commerce was 
lito · ~ Vtng through town by land as well as by the river. 

he main road through the borough was the western 
!e . 
~ Ctton of the Georgetown-Bladensburg post road . 

t's thoroughfare passed through town near the foot 
~ \V~sconsin A venue and led down to the ferry across 
C VIrginia. Although the post road crossed Rock 

reek by a ford, the early significance of the com
lttunity was pointed up when the area's first bridge 

~as built over Rock Creek on a line with present 
Street . 

. Still, the river was the most important factor in the 
Vtllage's economy. Commerce of all kinds entered 

~d left the region through this port. Tobacco was 
e chief export, along with fish and lumber. The 

sPecial shipping advantages possessed by the town 

~ere stressed in a 1790 petition submitted by a num

her of Georgetow~ businessmen. oflering land t~ey 
,~d nearby as a s1te for the proJected Federal Ctty: 

here is seldom any swell at Georgetown, never one a 
quarter of a mile above it. The vessels therefore 

lvh· 
a tch bring the produce down the rive r can empty 
~ Georgetown, which from their construction and 

e swell in the river, it is thought they can never do 
llluch below." 

Although the Revolutionary War itself hardly 
'~ected the community, the economic benefits of the 

~st-war boom were widely felt. Indeed, it was during 
toe I>eriod from 1780 to 1810 or 1820 that the George
~vn economy had its soundest base, the contem-

rary real estate boom not excluded. 

5 
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It was during this period also that Father John 
Carroll, the first American Bishop, began to consider 
sites for what would be the first American Catholic 
College, "the object nearest my heart," as Father 
Carroll wrote. 

Mainly through the initiative of Father Carroll, 
action on establishing a college was taken as early as 
1786. At a meeting of the general chapter of Jesuits 
(then still under Papal suppression) it was decided 
to provide for erection of such a school and money 
was appropriated to be raised by sale of land in 
Maryland belonging to the Society of Jesus. 

Thus by 1788 Father Carroll and a committee of his 
fellow priests were considering sites in the George
town area. Considered but rejected by Father Carroll 
was a spot then known as Jenkins Hill, which was 
thought to be "too far from town [Georgetown]" 
and was too wild and heavily wooded. This site later 
was the one chosen by Pierre L'Enfant as the best 
available for the capitol building. 

In 1789, Father Carroll and his committee com
pleted their negotiations with two Georgetown busi
nessmen, Col. Deakins and John Threlkeld, and pur
chased a site of about one-and-a-third acres for approx
imately 75 pounds. The first structure begun on the 
site was Old South, and Father Carroll wrote in 1791, 
"I trust Georgetown Academy will be opened in a 
few months ... . Congress has decided to make that 
neighborhood and perhaps that town their seat." By 
September of that year, the building was completed, 
and on October 4, 1791, the following notice appeared 
in the Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser: 

The Academy lately erected at Georgetown, Poto
mac, will be opened before the end of this month 
and admits scholars provided they have received 
some instruction in reading and writing from 
which state of education they will be conducted 
through the several branches of useful and classical 
learning till they be fitted to proceed with advan
tage to the higher sciences in the university of this 
or those neighboring states. 

The community was taking little notice of the pro
gress of the building on the bluff. It had more urgent 
matters to consider. By 1790, it was apparent that the 
Georgetown area was one of those being seriously 
considered as the location for the new Federal City, 
and several of the citizens of Georgetown had pur
chased considerable farm land to the east of Rock 
Creek in what was called Hamburg or Funkstown 
in the anticipation that it would, indeed, be selected. 
T he Times and Patowmack Pac!tet, the village's re
cently founded newspaper, reported that President 
Washington came to Georgetown on October 15, 
1790, and that the next day he "with the principal 
citizens of this town and neighborhood set out to 
view the country adjacent to the River Patowmack 
in order to fix on a proper selection for the Grand 



Columbian F ederal City ." Although Washington 

soon departed to explore the possibilities of Frederick 

as the capital's site, the editprs of the Times and 

Patowmack Packet were sanguine about their town's 

chances. "We are informed that since the arrival of 

the President in our parts, bets respecting the election 

of Georgetown ru n high in favor of Georgetown. By 

the time of the return of the President, we hope to 

have it in our power to lay a circumstantial account 

of this important matter before the public." · 

Their optimism was justified. The site proposed 

by the Georgetonians, just east of Rock Creek, was 

chosen, but the Georgetown landholders never real

ized the profits they had anticipated from the sale of 

the land to the federal government, and some filed 

for bankruptcy soon thereafter. 
Nonetheless, the establishment of the Federal City 

proved to be an economic and social boon to the 

citizens of Georgetown. The well-established city 

with its population of some 3,000, its congenial social 

structure and its efficient transportation system soon 

became a haven for the officials and visitors who 

moved to the area. A popular Georgetown gathering 

place, the Union T avern, became the hub of govern

ment activity and discussion, and such luminaries 

as President Jefferson, Talleyrand, Jerome Bonaparte, 

and most of the members of Congress frequented its 

tables. 
Gracious living was still the keynote. Sir August 

Foster, an attache to the English Embassy, wrote in 

1805: "There is no lack of handsome ladies for the 

balls of Georgetown, drawn from the families of the 

members and others who come for the season: I 

never saw prettier, more lovely or better-tempered 

girls anywhere." 
In the meantime, the struggling educational institu

tion west of town had begun to work itself out of its 

early difficulties . James Kent, a New York attorney 

traveling through the area in 1793, noted: 
They have an academy here under the direction of 
a President and Vice-President who are Romish 
Priests. The house now used is a large square 2-
story brick buildi ng on a most salubrious and com
manding eminence at the west end of the town. A 
new building [Old North] is begun near the same 
place .. .. Though the academy is of but two years 
old, they have now between 80 and 90 scholars 
drawn from all quarters and principall.Y from 
Roman Catholic fami lies. T he Protestants don't 
relish it. This academy contemplates to give de
grees. It gives great attention to the scholars; a 
physician visits them daily. 

The enrollment in 1796 of Augustine and Bushrod 

W ashington, nephews of the President, reflected the 

College's growing status, and a visit that same year 

by the President h imself confirmed it. Officials of the 

college seemed to be aware of the advantages in-

herent in their location and made the most of it in 

student-recruitment broadsides. In one such adver

tisement, President William DuBourg, pointed out 

that the school was "situated on one of the healthiest 

spots and commanding one of the most delightful 

prospects in the United States, and that it is so near 

to the City of Washington, which being the centre 

of the Federal Government, will offer the best ex

amples of incentives to attain literary eminence." 

The British didn't reach Georgetown (anxious 

Georgetowners had put up barricades against that 

eventuality) when they burned the still only partially 

completed Federal City in 1814, but Dolly Madison 

passed through the town and stayed overnight after 

her hurried withdrawal from the White House. Fol

lowing the burning, officials of the College offered Old 

North-by then the largest building still standing in 

the area-as the seat of government, but the leaders 

of Congress thought the morale of the people could 

be strengthened by their continuing to meet in the 

least-burned-out of the District's structures. 

Georgetown's economic decline had begun most 

subtly shortly before the War of 1812. A fall in the 

area's water table and a subsequent silting up of the 

Potomac were leading to the city's harbor becoming 

less accessible. The bridge-building going on in the 

District accelerated the process, and it was not long 

before large vessels began to seek other ports. As early 

as 1807, Georgetown residents reminded Congress of 

the problem. They later reported, in a petition filed 

in 1836, that $180,000 in town funds had been spent 

for harbor improvements. 
Considerable Georgetown funds also were poured 

into the abortive Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Pro

ject, which, its proponents argued, would provide 

the inland access needed so badly by the town. Begun 

in 1828 in an atmosphere of great optimism and high 

hope and seen as a rival of the great canals being built 

elsewhere in the eastern United States, the water

way reached its halfway mark at Cumberland, Mary

land, in 1850, but was never completed. The canal, 

one of contemporary Georgetown's most popular 

landmarks, has been preserved, but commercial traffic 

was discontinued in 1924. 
The decline of the town continued in the middle 

years of the 19th century. By the time of the Civil 

W ar, the village's genteel traditions were primarily 

carried on by a few of historic families, the Peters, 

the Bealls and others. Perhaps the most genteel of 

these traditions was the town's vision of itself 

as a distinctly Southern town. Many of the citizens 

owned slaves and almost all lodged their sympathies 

with the Southern states as the geographic and socio

logical discussion grew more heated. 

In this respect, the town and the College presented 

a united front . In the late 1850's, young men of both 

7 
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the College and the town were called out in a display 

of the capital's militia power. The nervousness of Dis

trict officials regarding the city's military vulnerability 

would have only been increased if they could have 

foreseen that the vast majority of the Georgetown de

tachments marching in that review would later fight 

for the Confederacy. 
During the early years of the 19th century the 

prospects of the University had been greatly rein

forced, first in 1814 by the lifting of the Papal sup

pression of the Jesuits and then in 1815 by the granting 

of the first Congressional charter to an American col

lege to sanction the awarding of degrees. Still, though 

the University had become a vital force in the lives of 

its students, it had little impact on the surrounding 

community. This was partly attributable to the com

monly held idea that the College was primarily a 

seminary and partly to some public disillusionment 

that Georgetown-even after the Congressional char

tering-had not assumed the role of a federally en

dowed national university many had envisioned for 

it in the 1820's. 
Its observatory, built in 1844, had sparked a region

al revival of interest in astronomy, but, although that 

science became an important field of research for 

schools in the District, it remained a little arcane to 

the mass of residents in either Georgetown or Wash

ington. Pulitzer Prize-winning Washington historian 

Constance McLaughlin Green notes that Georgetown 

and the other district colleges "didn't touch the lives 

of most district residents." 

By the end of the Civil War, the effects of George

town's economic breakdown were most apparent. 

Many of the slaves freed in 1863 stayed in the com

munity for lack of a better place to go, and several 

waves of Irish immigrants had moved into the area 

seeking cheap but durable housing (causing the town 

to be labeled "Holy Hill"). Many of the great estates 

fell apart, and the homes were largely uncared for 

and untenanted. The panic of 1873 hit the town's 

unsteady economy particularly hard and, by the time 

the borough had been legally absorbed as a part of 

the District in 1878, its traditional gentility was worn 

pretty thin. 

Yet, as current town chroniclers are quick to 

point out, many of the town's finest families stayed 

on and carried on the traditions which had given the 

village its quality and atmosphere. 

One thread of continuity, even in the town's bleak

est years, was the Georgetown Assembly. Begun 

shortly after the Civil War, it held a major social 

event for members of Georgetown's "finest families" 

every year except for three during World War II and 

in 1912, when the members cancelled the ball after 

falling out over whether the Turkey Trot should be 
allowed. 

The University in this period was the most via~!r 
part of the community. As Georgetown histor~ 
Reverend Joseph T. Durkin, S.J., points out, "In 

second half of the 19th century, the University becaJlir 

the primary intellectual resource of not only Georf 

town but of the entire Washington area." The CJ 
centration of scholars on the campus made the Sch . 

a valuable resource and a symbol of GeorgetoW
01 

former status. & 
Its physical face was changing also under the J~a 

ership of Reverend Patrick Healy, S.J. The prt~ 
campus landmark, Healy, whose Flemish Goth~ 
spires have since distinguished both the town and~ 
University campus, was completed in 1878. In ad , 

tion, the Uni.versity had begun a Medical Sch~ 
(1849) and a Law School (1870) and had placed aP 

unusual-for its time-emphasis on the sciences. . 

Georgetown's historic reputation still attracted dl~ 
tinguished visitors in these years. Charles Dick~n; 
found the town preferable to Washington's burn100 

heat and "insalubrities," and Viscount James BrY~ 
whose penetrating evaluations of the structure ~ 
the American commonwealth were to outlive hil 

fame as a diplomat, wrote of the pleasure he took 00
: 

of ad miring the spires of Healy "in the sylvan sett1°D 

of N Street." 
In 1895, the town suffered the ultimate indignit.i 

when the District commissioners renamed its histofl' 

streets in accordance with the District plan. Thus tht 

colorful colonial names disappea red from the stre!
1 

signs to be replaced by numbers and letters, a proceSS 
which proved most distressing to the few Old Georg'' 

town families still residing in the area . 

It was not until the end of the second decade of tht 

20th century that the community began its agon~t; 
ingly painful recovery. Although still a "residen113 

swamp" on the road to the more desirable suburbS 
ta' of Bethesda and Chevy Chase, Georgetown's repu d 

tion for housing the leaders of the government helP' 

attract Wilson's secretary of war Newton D. Bak~ 
and the then assistant secretary of the Navy, Frankhn 

D . Roosevelt. 
Gradually other families began to rediscover th' 

area. Among the early immigrants were the pead 
Achesons, the Robert Wood Blisses (who purchase. 

and later gave to Harvard University the hisror1
' 

Dumbarton Oaks estate) and others, all of wh0J11 . ~ 
were willing to renovate rundown and deteriorat1110 

homes to take advantage of Georgetown's nea rness 
10 

Capitol Hill and its historic addresses. 
0' 

A good example of what could be done with re!l 

vation of 18th-century homes was provided beginnin$ 

in the 1920's by the plans for the Rockefellers' resto.ra~ 
tion of colonial Williamsburg, a development wh1C 

had a pronounced effect upon the attitudes of rhos' 

who saw Georgetown as a potential Williamsburg• 



only better-a li ving, functioning historic artifact. 

The virus of civic action must have been in the air 

even then, perhaps spurred by rising property values. 

the Georgetown Citizens Association, formed in 

1878 primarily by M Street businessmen to help bol

ster the town's sagging economy, became the vehicle 

for a major zoning fight by the older Georgetown 

farn ilies and the more community-minded new

corners. In the first of what was to be a series of such 

struggles, the Association successfully fought off the 

'ncursions of developers who, sensing a trend toward 

a Georgetown revival, had wanted to construct apart

ment buildings in the area. By successfully pushing 

through zoni ng reg ulations limiting the height of 

new buildings, the Association won a m ajor victory 

and set an important precedent: the residents of the 

cornmunity could, by presenting a united fro nt, con

trol the nature of their environment. The lesson was 

nor lost on succeeding generations of Georgetown 
dwellers. 

Lhe trend toward restoration continued into the 

i930's and was greatly accelerated by the di scovery 

of Georgetown's charm by the cerebral types being 

attracted to Washington by the New Deal. Presi

dential adviser H arry Hopkins moved into a George

town home as did a Aood of other Roosevelt aides, 

and late-evening discussions in the community soon 

~ook on a new Aavor of social consciousness and 

I nowledgeability of the mechanics of inAuencing 
egis !arion. 

Mrs. Green, herself a one-time Georgetown resi

dent, perhaps best describes the renovative period in 

the second volume of her Washington history: 

The convenience of the location of the yeast of the 
abiding charm of the shabby little vi llage had be
gun to work in the late 1920's. The remodeling 
sta rted then had proceeded slowly during the depths 
of the depression, but about 1934 sudden ly gained 
rnomentum. New Dealers moved into the cramped 
restored little houses. Tiny, fenced-off patches of 
ground at the rear, recently littered with rubbish, 
agai n turned into gardens and patios ... . Every 
rejuvenated spot inspired the redemption of 
others .. . . 

y .. )!'Y the e~d of World War II, a whole host of 
ashmgton s most powerful residents had George

town addresses and a series of magazine articles be

&an, belatedly, to notice what had long been a definite 

~ttern. By 1948, when the Progressive Citizens Asso

c,~tion-a feminized version (founded in 1926) of the 

Sttli existing Georgetown Citizens Association was 

~agin-? perhaps the town's most militant zoning 

ij ght, ItS membership included many of the most in-

l.lentia} names in the District. This time the struggle, 

again based on what the residents considered faulty 
<:onin d " d . . . 

. g, was trecte at restncting commercial enter-
Prise w· · s to iSCOnsm Avenue and M Street. Again, the 

CIVIC assoc1at10ns succeeded in effecting a zoning 

change. Their success encouraged them to attempt 

their next campaign, perhaps the most meaningful 
one of all-to push through passage of the Old 

Georgetown Act. 
This historic piece of legislation, finally passed in 

1950, was to become the principal means by which 

Georgetown's historical authenticity was to be insured. 

It set the boundaries of the town, restrained home

owners and business operators in the area from mak

ing any changes in the exteriors of their homes or 

businesses without approval of the Fine Arts Com

mission, restricted new building to structures approved 

by that same commission and permitted the town to 

post, beneath the district designations, the Old George

town names for the streets. 

There was some question, as the boundaries were 

being determined, whether the University should be 

included. Its interests had become rather more nation

al and global than communal, the Georgetown lead

ers reasoned, and its contributions were more in those 

areas than to the borough itself. It was included, 

however, primarily through the inAuence of Rever

end Edmund A. W alsh, S.J., and other administrators 

who had been acti ve in the affai rs of the town. The 

close interrelationships of more than 160 years 

weighed more heavily than any mid-20th century 

d ifferences over the University's mission. 

With its identity restored and its historical integ

rity guaranteed, the town was well on its way to a 

new and vastly imposing economic boom. Its popula

tion had grown to 30,000 and its 10-block square area 

was called by some "the most powerful square mile 

in the wo rld." Property values soared as more and 

more celebrated figures moved into the area . By 1952, 

the well-known residents included Justice Felix Frank-

9 



10 

furter, U.S. Senators Robert A. T aft and Henry Cabo' 
Lodge and newsmen Joseph and Stewart Alsop, AI· 
fred Friendly, Drew Pearson and Charles Colling· 
wood. The trend held throughout the Eisenhower ad· 
ministrations and, by the late 1950's, CIA Direct~ 
Allen Dulles, Secretary of State Christian H erter, an 
Senators Richard Neuberger, John Sherman CoopC1• 

Stuart Symington, Ralph Yarborough, Joseph Clark· 
H enry Jackson and, perhaps most notably, John f. 

d 'I Kennedy all had moved into the borough. Kenne Y 

move was perhaps the most publicized, particularl1 
since his wife took advantage of the nea rness of tht 
School to enroll in a history course. 

The University, during all this revival and reno~a· 
tion, had been responding to its own particular cha~ 
lenges . The questioning of previously unchallenged 'I 

values in the first 30 years of the century had cau~ 
the University to re-emphasize what Father Durk'0 , 

refers to as the "foundations that had formed Western 
Civilization." The seminal parts of the new thinking, 
nonetheless, had to be incorporated into the Univef' 
sity curricula, and the humane tradition of the classici 
blended with the humanistic tradition of the inno~a· 
tors. It was a time of reappraisal and reconsideration 
on a campus dominated by the Ratio Studiorium· 

New pressures in the world and the highly signif· 
icant work done in the area of international relations 
by Father Walsh were factors in the formation of a 
new school, Foreign Service, and the contributi0°

1 

made in thi s discipline by the University soon becaflle 
so well known as to make Georgetown a world ceO' 
ter for such study. 

On a less philosophical level, the school had coO' 

tinued to expand its physical plant. The original acre 
and a third had grown to over 100 acres and even tha; 
space was being rapidly filled by the construction ° 
new buildings to meet increased needs. The Georg'J 
town gates on 37th Street, traditionally the eastwaf 
limits of the University, were bypassed in the earl1 
fifties by the move of the Foreign Service, Busin~ 
:md Graduate Schools to the old University Hospi13 

building area at 36th and N Streets . 
The post-World W ar II years continued to prolifeT' 

ate the problems which the University faced. The en' 
rolling veterans, the rapid escalation of knowledg'' 
the complex iss ues facing society (most of which deJ 
manded intense University involvement), all forced· 
the institution to look forward as well as backwar r 

Reverend D aniel Power, S.J., University director ~ 
public affairs, points out that from 1817 to 1929, t ; 
College (later the College of Arts and Sciences 
awarded 1,800 degrees, but that from 1930 to 1957, rll' 

· ef' 
College, by then only a part of a burgeoning Un1v 
sity, granted 6,000 degrees. ,,·s 

"What it amounted to," Father Power explains, 
1 



that the nice little country school up on the hill had 
become something of a giant." And giants weren't 
totally compatible with the confined nature of the 
borough of Georgetown. 

In addition, the University in the 1950's had ac
celerated its property acquisition program in the 
blocks just east of the main campus with a view 
toward constructing residence halls and classroom 
and office buildings on these sites as the need for such 
structures developed. These purchases came at a time 
when the civic associations of Georgetown, fresh from 
their successful promotion of the Old Georgetown 
Act, were feeling most strongly about their crusade 
to preserve the heritage of their 18th-century enclave. 

The issues thus joined, though complex, have be
come fairly apparent. They are based on such ques
tions as what responsibilities does an urban university 
have to the community in which it is located; how 
can such a university, enclosed as it is in an urban 
envelope, find room for new construction needed to 
effectively meet its challenges; and what priority 
must the same university place on the demands of its 
own faculty and students and those of its community, 
Particularly when those demands conflict. 

In recent years, these questions have taken on new 
importance in the dialogue taking place between the 
town and University. To an extent, they are ques
tions held in common with almost every other urban 
llniversity and its own community. Yet they become 
even more urgent when the urban area being affected 
by University expansion plans is one which has at
tained Georgetown's status of a "living historical 
monument." By provisions of the Old Georgetown 
Act, the physical face of the town must remain largely 
unchanged-at least no change can be effected with
out permission of the Fine Arts Commission. 

Clouding the issue still further are the basically 
good intentions of both part icipants to the discussion 
and the worthiness of both their causes. The senti
ments of a public which gives wholehearted endorse
ment both to education and historic preservation must 
necessarily be mixed when the two pursue collision 
courses in their planning. 

The principal voice for the town of Georgetown 
during the discussions of the last decade have been 
the citizens' associations. Both the Georgetown Citi
Zens Association and the Progressive Citizens Asso
ciation, although founded on different principles- the 
former as largely a businessmen's group, the latter 
basically as a homeowners' forum-have fou nd tom
tnon cause in their resistance to any eastward expan
sion by the University. 

This commonalty of interest has been particularly 
strong since the merger of the two groups in 1963 into 
the Citizens' Association of Georgetown (CAG), 
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presided over by Captain Peter Belin. 
And perhaps the most effective-at least the best 

known-voice for the associations has been that of 
Mrs. H arold B. Hinton, a Georgetown resident since 
1933, past president of the Progressive Citizens Asso
ciation and zoning and planning chairman of the 
CAG, who has carried on her late husband's over
riding interest in the community and has made a 
lifetime crusade out of preservi ng what she call s "the 
interests of the individual home owner aga inst com
mercial uses and the expansion of over-large institu
tions in residential zones. 

"Like all institutions which have sound goals," 
Mrs. Hinton declares, "Georgetown tends to disre
gard the interests of its immediate neighborhood. 
Universities usually seek calm and secluded neigh
borhoods to take advantage of the benefits of that 
calm and seclusion, and then the schools proceed to 
shatter the very atmosphere which attracted them 
here in the first place." 

Furthermore, she points out that "this is fa r more 

serious in Washington than elsewhere as the Capital 
is an area limi ted by the Constitution. And an enor
mous amoun t of its potentially taxable land is pre
empted by tax-free institutions." 

Mrs. Hinton, who has become expert on zoning 
laws and the mechanics of the District of Columbia's 
multiplicity of authorities, boards and commissions 
during her many campaigns on behalf of the town, 
maintains that the universities and other tax-free 
institutions take advantage of their tax-free status in 
the community to buy land developed for homes, thus 
removing it from residentia l use and the tax rolls. 
("It should be pointed out," says Father Power, "that 
the University pays taxes on all properties acq uired 
whether rented to others or not. Only at such time 
as a property is converted to permanent University 
use does it apply fo r exemption from real estate taxes 
since the property in effect has become part of the 
University's educational plant. As a matter of fact, 
the University is one of the biggest taxpayers in the 
Georgetown area.") 



Mrs. Hinton and other leaders of the Citizens 

Association of Georgetown have a suggestion which 

they project will ease the tensions between the Uni

versity and the town. 
"The University owns much valuable residential 

property outside its gates," Mrs. Hinton states. "That 

property owned by the University in the three blocks 

from P Street to Prospect, and 36th to 37th Streets is 
assessed at $1,122,000, according to studies made of the 

tax rolls by the CAG. And this is not the full extent of 

its residential off-campus holdings in Georgetown, 
east of 37th Street." It is the suggestion of the citizens' 

group that the University sell this property, returning 
it to residential use, and take the proceeds of these 

sales to build any needed structures within the limits 

of the present campus. "The land studies presented to 

the National Capital Planning Commission by the 

University show that such a plan would still leave 

enough undeveloped land west of 37th Street for play
ing fields over and above the buildings they require," 
explai ns Mrs. Hinton. 

While respecting Mrs. Hinton's genuine interest 
in preserving the historic value of Georgetown, Uni

versity officials hardly feel that citizens' group's esti
mate of the value of the property held by the school 

~utside the gates is an altogether accurate one, even 
111 the current market. 

In addition, they state, a modern university without 

adequate recreational space for its students is severely 

handicapped as it attempts to provide physical as well 

as mental development for its enrollees. Even in a 

Master Plan for 1985, developed from 1958 . on by 

University planners, enough area for intramural and 

intercollegiate athletics was considered essential. 

"It would hardly seem feasible for . us to eliminate 

or to separate from our main campus the facilities 

needed for athletic and recreational activity," Father 
Power explains. 

The area which has become something of a battle

ground for the two institutions has been the fo ur

block square bounded on the north by P Street, the 

west by 37th, the south by Prospect Street and the 

east by 35th. This zone, a sort of buffer between the 

two, is further broken off to provide expansion room 

for the University into the two blocks immediately to 

the east of the campus between P and N Streets. 

In this area, the University owns approximately 85 

percent of the land and presently uses about 60 per 

cent of it for educational purposes. When the master 

plan was first conceived, it was thought that dormi

tories and classrooms would be built in these blocks. 

Acquisition of land in this area was a part of the 

growth projected in the master plan which was pre

sented to the National Capital Planning Commission 

(NCPC) in 1964. Expansion into this area, however, 

has been steadfastly resisted by the citizens partly 

because residents feared building in this buffer zone 

would only be the beginning of an invasion which 

some thought would go as far east as Wisconsin 

Avenue, and partly because many felt the historic 

atmosphere of that portion of Georgetown would be 

considerably diluted by the construction of academic 
buildings on those sites. 

A recent note of hope for settlement of the dispute 
came when a member of the National Capital Plan

ning Commission requested that Reverend T. Byron 

Collins, S.J., University vice president for planning, 
meet with representatives of the associations to "in

vestigate avenues of rapprochement." 
On July 13, a statement jointly approved by Father 

Collins and Noel Macy, attorney for the CAG, was 

released which stated that: 
in the [contested] area, houses found to be struc

turally sound would remain intact insofar as the 

facade design could be retained and these buildings 

would be adapted for University uses; further, the 

University stated that houses found to be structur
ally unsound would be replaced by academic build

ings conforming to the zoning regulations appli

cable to private homes in the area. 

On July 22, with this statement as a springboard, 
the NCPC arrived at a decision which established the 

University boundaries so as to include most of the 
four squares in which the University has substantial 
holdings east of 37th Street, with the proviso of a set
back line protecting the facades of existing houses. 

Both the parties to the dispute and observers felt 
that the statement and ensuing commission defini

tion of boundaries signaled a slight thaw in what had 
previously appeared to be some intransigence on both 

sides. 
The future significance of this new accord can only 

be guessed. Father Collins states that the spirit of 
cooperation evidenced in reaching this agreement will 
continue as a new plan is developed within the Uni
versity's 1985 boundaries set by the National Capital 

Planning Commission. The mere fact that the two 

sides met in an atmosphere free from emotionalism 

and agreed to a compromise solution to the immediate 

problems was indeed a hopeful sign, most participants 
and observers agree. 

It was also a sign that two long-lived American in

stitutions, one a historic town, the other a historic 
University, had perhaps rediscovered some of the 
rapport which had once existed before the two began 

to pursue sometimes conflicting goals. It is possible 
that tradition, which brought the two into conflict in 

the first place, may very well be the instrument of 

reconciliation. Those of good will on both sides hope 
so.-Joel Bagby.-<::> 
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TH~ 
CITI~S 

THERE ARE those voices abroad in the land which 
today seem to be saymg that the democratic city is 

a myth. After all , the Founding Fathers were rurally 
oriented and many of them did, in fact, fear and 
despise the city. Maybe it is that cities were never 
really part of America at all, or at least not designed 
to share the original American constitutional dream. 

That sort of argument begs all the issues. The 
plain facts are that we are an urban people, and we 
are a people who articulate a faith in, and dedication 
to, democracy. But if this ideal of demoracy cannot 
work in the cities, and for all peoples, then it hasn't 
really worked anywhere. 

What is happening in the cities right now is not only 
the crisis of our time. It is the critical moment in 
the .evolution of the democratic ideal. If our cities 
cannot function as the great engines of democracy, 
and indeed be made to work more effectively than 
ever, then the past 200 years, for all the passing glories, 
have not been the landmarks in the civilizing of man 
we have been led to believe. 

President Johnson recently described the goal: "A 
city must be a community where our lives are en
riched. It must be a place where every man can 
satisfy hi s highest aspiration. It must be an instru
ment to advance the hopes of all its citi zens. That is 
what we want our cities to be. And that is what we 
have to set out to make them." 

Great Cities, cities of quality, cities of promise
those are the ideals we have set before us. And today 
we are bending the weight of society's grea t institu
tions to attempt to realize those ideals. The church 
is one such institution. Government is another. This 
conference, in which the views and problems of these 
two great institutions can be merged and sharpened, 
is tremendously valuable in the total effort. 

The goals we have set for urban America are the 
most ambitious in our history. The times call for in
ventiveness and ingenuity to match the welter of 
change boi ling in and around our great metropolitan 
areas. Indeed, none of our institutions is likely to be 
the same by the time this century draws to a close-

Democracy's 
Crucial 
Test 
by the time we have built another urban America. 

Thomas Jefferson--{)ne of those Founding Fathers 
I mentioned at the outset-was suspicious of cities. 
He was a gentleman farmer at heart, although cer
tainly the most urbane farmer in this or perhaps any 
nation's history. But Jefferson did understand change, 
and the necessity for adapting to it. And he once 
described change in a democratic society in terms 
which come strikingly close to defining what we now 

call creative federalism: 
Laws and institutions must go hand in hand with 
the progress of the human mind. As that becomes 
more developed, more enlightened, as new dis
coveries are made, new truths disclosed, and man
ners and opinions change with the change of 
circumstances, institutions must advance also, and 
keep pace with the times. 

Before I speak about program changes, innovations 
in solving those problems of our enduring slums 
and burgeoning metropolitan areas, let me say some
thing about changes in that vital institution, govern

ment. 
Obviously, if we are to realize our goals, govern-

ment must respond to urban needs more quickly 
and effectively than it has. And by government, I 
mean city, county, state and even special district 
government, as well as the federal government. 
For all of these have a hand in the development of 

our cities. 
The President has called for creative joint ventures 

in government to stimulate needed changes. And he 
has given a key role to the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development in this effort. That role in
volves establishing and maintaining a high level of 
coordination among federal agencies and depart
ments as well as between federal and other levels of 

government. 
This, plus organizational changes in HUD itself, 

will greatly strengthen the effectiveness of federal 
programs for cities, and provide city governments 
with a higher caliber of assistance at each level. 

These steps for stronger cooperation between levels 

The presence, in late August, of the Vice President of the United States, a U.S. Senator and the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development at a Georgetown-sponsored conference only served to reemphasize the 
great advantages enjoyed by a university in the District of Columbia. Vice President Humphrey, Senator George 
McGovern (Democrat, South Dakota) and Secretary Robert Weaver all attended and addressed the National 
Catholic Social Action Conference held on the campus to examine "The Church in the New Society: Secular 
Challenge and Christian Response." The immediacy of their comments and the knowledgability they brought 
to bear on the problems they discussed provided an unequaled opportunity for those on the campus this summer 
~o gain new insight into such problems as peace in a nuclear world and the problems of cities. Reprinted here 
IS the text of Secretary Weaver's address, which reveals the urgency of our urban problems. Noted Negro author 
R~lph Ellison recently testified before a Senate subcommittee that "The Impression seems to be that what's wrong 
;vlth the American city is the Negro. Actually," he declared, "what's wrong with the Negro is what we've done 
111 the American city." The same could be said for all segments of American society, none or which is untouched 
by the urban dilemma-<:an our cities continue to grow in an uncontrolled manner without stifling themselves 
and their inhabitants? 15 



of government, and the vast expansion-still under

way-of federal funding for urban programs, all 

point to the same fundamental objective: enriching 

the quality of life for all urban America . And, of 

course, this involves many things and it implies ac

tions in all parts of the urban complex. But, today, 

we are faced with a crisis in the heart of our cities. 

And, while we concentrate upon it, we do not, and 

we cannot, neglect the total process of urbanization. 

Thus, while I shall speak primarily about our urban 

blight, I am not unmindful of the other problems. As 

a matter of fact, unless and until we have better land 

use patterns, adequate and effective urban transporta

tion, a much higher volume of residential construc

tion, greater utilization of technological innovations 

in home building and all of urban technology, we 

cannot hope to wipe out our slums. 

O
ver five million families live in poverty in our 

cities, and many more are disadvantaged, if not 

in terms of income, in terms of race or oppor

tunities for employment and decent housing. This is 

precisely where many of our efforts to make govern

ment more responsive to urban-and democratic

needs focus. The real test is in the great urban slum, 

with its concentrations of the poor and socially dis

advantaged. 
I recognize, and you know, that we don't have all 

the answers. But we know we must strengthen the in

stitutions of government if we are to reach our goal. 

And we know that, to find answers and workable 

solutions, we must be willing to experiment and 

demonstrate and, on the sound basis of viable and 

effective programs, commit sufficient resources to do 

the job. For it is the job which must be done if we 

are to win the ultimate struggle to prove that democ

racy is more than a concept, more than an ideal or 

creed. Our challenge is to demonstrate that it can be 

made a reality and that in this nation it has a personal 

significance for all our people. 

In August, the Senate passed a landmark bill in 

the history of the American city. It is referred to as 

the Demonstration Cities bill, and it epitomizes the 

new and revolutionary sort of institutional reorienta

tion needed to make cities work. It is, at this critical 

point in time, our best chance for developing truly 
democratic cities. 

In Demonstration Cities, local officials, with the 

fullest possible participation of residents of the Tar

get Area, will develop a plan for revitalization. In 

evolving this plan, the city will be encouraged to use 

the full range of federal grant-in-aid programs, for 

physical and social development. These would in

clude public health programs, vocational rehabilita

tion, community action programs, special training and 

manpower utilization programs, library services and 

all HUD programs. 
Most important, this proposal reflects three decades 

16 of experience in attempting to effect slum clearance. 

It reflects our full realization that human renewal il 

as important as physical renewal. 
The Demonstration Cities program will be con· 

cerned with the rehabilitation of whole neighbor· 

hoods. It will address itself to the restoration of hous· 

ing, the upgrading of public facilities, and the pro

vision of adequate and effective services. But it will 

also do more, for it is no less addressed to the re· 

habilitation of human beings. 
It recognizes that people who have long been neg· 

lected and discriminated against cannot lift thelll' 

selves by their bootstraps. Some don't even have bootS· 

Rather it would provide attractive physical sur· 

roundings, adequate community facilities and needed 

social services. It is designed to give hope to the 

hopeless and to assist them in fuller participation in 

their urban environment. In short, it is more than ~ 

real estate operation. 
One of the vital elements in this effort is the rent 

supplement program. This idea grew out of our 

Low-Income Demonstration program, and has been 

developed as part of the very successful mortage ill' 

surance program for moderate-income families. There 

have already been applications for some 10,000 units 

of such housing, much of it sponsored by non-profit 

groups, including churches. So far, churches have 

sponsored one quarter of all that housing provided 

through non-profit sponsorship, and I hope to see 

the ratio rise. 
Church sponsorship is particularly critical, for 

several reasons. As many of you know, the urban 

church has been undergoing a revolution along with 

the city itself. The form and character of parishes baS 

often been drastically altered. In the shifts of popu· 

lation to the suburbs and new in-migration to older 

city areas, churches have often found themselves fac· 

ing a set of circumstances for which they were hardlY 

ready. 
Many have joined the middle class in an "escape'' 

to the suburbs. A few have surveyed their setting and 

tried to serve the new populations. Some have re· 

tained their ties with the areas where they long func· 

tioned. These churches are often sponsors of noJI' 

profit, moderate-income housing or rent supplemel11 

projects. They have also been effective instruments 

in securing a concern, at the local level, for humall 

values in urban renewal. 
Another program of vital interest to the Demofl' 

stration Cities proposal is that for neighborhood cefl' 

ters . Despite the fact that this program was only verY 

recently funded, it has generated a tremendous re· 

sponse from cities throughout the nation. One of the 

first grants went to Marin City, California, for a cefl' 

ter to serve low-income public housing families, as 

well as moderate-income families living in a nearbY 

FHA-i nsured development. 
These tools give us new and badly needed fleJ<i· 

bility in upgrading housing and in infusing neW• 

critically needed services into slum areas. 



Demonstration Cities will help cities plan and carry 
0Ut comprehensive developments large enough to 
ehminate blight throughout whole neighborhoods. 
'fhe supply of housing for low and moderate-in
come families would be substantially increased, both 
through new housing and rehabilitation. Demonstra
tion Cities will give us, for the first time, the com
Prehensive sort of program we need to reclaim our 
largest urban slum areas. Of course, there are those 
who say this is just another example of gilding the 
ghetto, and that there must be more of a push to 
smash the ghetto open and give its residents fuller op
Portunities for housing and jobs and schools else
where. 

There is no real conflict here. We cannot and will 
not neglect our democratic purpose for the sake of 
merely building new community centers or of demon
strating dramatic technological innovations in re
claiming slums, as important as that might be. 

While we upgrade drastically the areas now occu
Pied by the poor and the disadvantage, we must at 
the same time press for our objectives in achieving 
0pen occupancy patterns. 

In 1962, President Kennedy issued an executive 
order banning discrimination in all new construction 
benefiting from direct federal assistance or FHA 
mortgage insurance. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
?f 1965 requires open occupancy in existing as well as 
tn new public housing and strengthens enforcement 
of non-discrimination requirements in any housing 
dtrectly assisted by the federal government. None of 
us should rest on this issue until open occupancy and 
maximum opportunities for housing is a fact in every 
Part of this nation. 

II ow, in my opinion, is our last and best chance to 
produce. Already there is hopelessness in our 
areas of low-income concentration. In urban 

An1erica, the majority of these areas are also racial 
ghettos. The latter epitomize the challenge and the 
threat to contemporary American society. 

This is a nation which accepts the Christian ethic 
~nd articulates the concept of equal opportunity. In 

0 th of these we have made notable progress. But our 
relative successes render our obvious failures more 
~Pparent-and dangerous. Those who today live in 
t?e pockets of poverty know that others who had 
81milar deprivations found in the New World an op
~Ort~nity for social and economic advancement. Their 
arners to similar upward movement therefore, be

Came all the more pronounced. 
w ~he situation is accentuated by the general affluence 

htch has eluded the disadvantaged. The mass un
employment of the Great D epression was a national 
Cftastrophe, but still was not so frustra ting as the 
~ ~ss unemployment which endures in today's society 
"tth its generally high standards of living. 
I We need not face the peril of this potential class 

c eavage. For we have the economic capacity required 

to wipe out poverty and neglect. We have also an 
enormous store of technological know-how in in
dustry and the physical sciences. What we lack are 
two elements : techniques to coordi 1ate human and 
phys ical rehabilitation and the will to achieve our 
full potential. 

Let us start today to develop these missing ingredi
ents required to make real the promise of America. 

One first line of offense is in our neighborhoods 
and local institutions. The Catholic Church has often 
recognized this. It has-increasingly in recent years
demonstrated a real concern for social issues. At one 
time this took the form of support for decent working 
conditions and support of organized labor. Later it 
was expressed in a long and effective advocacy and 
championing of low-income public housing. In the 
trying days of controversy relative to school integra
tion, Catholic schools assumed a leadership role and 
opened their doors to minority groups. In some 
localities, your Church was, and is, in the forefront 
in the advocacy of open occupancy in housing. 

So, the subjects I have discussed are not new to you. 
But, since you are indigenous to America, you share 
with the rest of us the problem of translating state
ments of policy into reality. Today, more than a 
verbal commitment is required. And I know you 

recognize this. 
Thus I salute you for your past achievements, but 

I add that the time has come for a new demonstra
tion. We in government want to demonstrate that 
our slums and ghettos can be made attractive, eco
nomic and most important, these neighborhoods can 
be rebuilt to provide the proper fr~mework for in
stilling new hope and aspiration to all of their resi
dents. In that effort we shall need all the support and 
cooperation that is possible. It will involve local, state, 
and federal government. It will call for private as 
well as public involvement. And there will be a major 
role for non-profit and religious organizations. I in
vite you to join in this vital and exciting program for 
the revitalization of our cities and the eradication of 
the pockets of poverty and human despair that still 

exist.-Robert C. Weaver~ 

The first Negro ever appointed to a cabinet-level posi
tion, Robert C. Weaver has built a professional reputa
tion as a government administrator in areas which had 
little to do with race. He received undergraduate, mas
ter's and Ph.D. degrees all from Harvard University and 
entered government service in 1933. Since that time he 
has served in a variety of positions for local, state and 
national agencies and has been a lecturer and visiting 
professor at Northwestern University, Teachers College 
of Columbia University and the School of Education of 
New York University. He was appointed to head the 
newly created department of Housing and Urban Develop
ment last January after a five-year term as administrator 
of the Housing and Home Finance Agency. Secretary 
Weaver is the author of The Urban Complex (1964) and 
Dilemmas of Urban America (1965). 17 
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EDWARD BENNEIT WILLIAMS, L'44, is an articulate, 
urbane, highly intelligent Washington, D .C., 

attorney. His life has been a continuing success story. 
He has defended such an unlikely array of clients as 
the late U.S. Senator Joseph McCarthy, James Hoffa, 
Frank Costello, Adam Clayton Powell, Bobby Baker 
and Confidential Magazine. He has won at least moral 
victories for almost all of them. He has become 
famous as a champion of lost causes, defender of the 
seemingly undefendable and as the best example of 
American jurisprudence's adversary system. 

His latest worthy cause, the Washington Redskins, 
however, has not achieved the success customary for 
Williams' clients. In fact, there was a period last 
year in Williams' first season as president of the Wash
ington National Football League franchise, in which 
it became evident that Williams would, for the first 
time in his life, become a loser. The Redskins lost 
their first five games, won six of their last nine, but 
ended the season with a six-won, eight-lost mark. 

"I have some kind of a crazy notion that I'm a win
ner," he told Sports Illustrated's Robert H. Boyle 
in a recent interview, "and, by God, I'd go out there 
and the Redskins would get shellacked every Sunday. 
I didn't believe it!" 

In the depths of the team's slump, the Redskins' 
fans clamored for Coach Bill McPeak's dismissal and 
displayed signs reading "We want Louis Nizer." 

Williams, while unused to losing, is at least used to 
the vagaries of public opinion. His particular combi
nation of intelligence and willingness to apply him
self usually have resulted in his overcoming that 
opinion. His success in gaining a hearing for un
popular clients also has led to hi s acquiring a reputa
tion as something of a miracle man. 

Described by former Yale L aw School Dean Eugene 
V. Rostow as being "a legend in the line that includes 
Clarence Darrow, John Adams, William H . Seward, 
Rufus Choate and many another tough, worldly (and 
usually soft-hearted) knight-errant of the bar," Wil
liams has long been a firm believer in the right of any 
accused no matter what his reputation to the best 
legal counsel avai lable. And he has provided that 
counsel for a succession of defendants whose most 
obvious common quality was extreme public dis
favor. There is some evidence that Williams even 
relished hi s numerous encounters with public opinion, 

which almost inevitably has associated the attornel 
with the defendant, the advocate with the cause. 

d' re· 
That a man who has generally chosen to 15 !d 

gard public opinion in pursuit of principle shotJ\iC 
now court the favorable opinion of that same pub ~ 
for such an enterprise as a football team is at onc~e 
contradiction and yet characteristic of Will iams. 
abounds in the unexpected. d 

Forty-six this yea r, Williams was born and reate~ 
in H artford, Connecticut, where his father w~s 

5 
floorwalker in a department store. At eight, Wi!II~~e 
gave first evidence of athletic interests when ht 

. t 
served as a bat boy for the Hartford Senators Ill n 
Eastern League. The young Williams was thus ill ~1 • 
excellent position to idoli ze at close range the sen•d 
tors' stellar battery of pitcher Van Lingle Mungo 3n~r 
Catcher Paul Richards, both of whom built gr~e· 
major league reputations. A teenager during rhe 

0
f 

pression years, Williams, like most young peopl~ed 
the era, found dollars hard to come by. He word 3 
during summers for a gas station chain and earned's I 

scholarship to Holy Cross by his work at Hartfot 

Bulkley high school. 



~ ~e enrolled at Georgetown Law School after grad-
~~n l 
i g summa cum aude from H oly Cross. The war 

~terrupted his legal training, and he enlisted as a 

Ct in the Army Air Force. Followi ng a plane 

1 ash, he received a medical discharge and returned 
0

;~e University to finish hi s law degree . 

, IVe years of post-graduate practice with Hogan 

~d .Banson, a lead ing District law firm, aroused a 

~e~~der.able interest in hi~ in tri al work, but chan

ca h1m more toward cnmznal law than the civil 
ses h ' h 

lg49 W 1c were .a H ogan and H artson speciality. In 

i>vh·' he formed h1s own firm, Will iams and Wadden 

~~h he still heads. ' 

t~d Is at tachment to Georgetown has been long and 

sj l!rzng. H e has served as the school's legal counsel 
nee d . d 

Sch gra uatwn an taught for 10 years at the Law 

~i 00
1 before the weight of hi s practice forced him to 

~ Ve u h' h' 1' P 1s ~eac mg. 

01 . he teachzng of the law still is one of Williams' 

~~:~~ Concerns, however. "I have visited in and lec

l>v at more than twenty-five Ameri can schools" he 
rote . h' 'd I ' 

'a In IS WI e y read book, One Man's Freedom 

~~ l have found d isturbing signs of apathy and in~ 

~)(Peri men t 
contest • 
ng 

difference to some of the freedoms g uaranteed in the 

Bill [of Rights]." 

Williams is disturbed lest law schools and the legal 

profession generally lose sight of its basic mission

the representatio1; of human rights. Commenting on 

his practice at H ogan and H artson, which had mostly 

involved negligence suits, he wrote, "this was not the 

part of the law which had first excited my interest 

and attracted me to law school. It was the law in its 

relationship to human rights as distinguished from 

property rights which had first captured my atten

tion and concern." 

His book, he stated, was premised "on the old and 

simple proposition that ours is a government of rules 

- laws-not of men. The rules and laws are applicable 

alike to rich and poor, strong and weak, guilty and 

innocent. And they are just as applicable to the state 

as to the private citizen." This theme of the state's 

responsibili ty to the private citizen has been a re

curring one in his writings and in his practice. 

H e h :~s written that for us to surrender any part of 

our heritage in our well-intentioned effort to prevent 

the spread of world Communism would be a "tragic 

paradox." I believe that the prevention of this sur

render is the real responsibility of the American bar 

today." 

As a club president in the National Football League, 

Williams is himself something of a paradox. His dis

cussions of the problems of promoting a financially 

successful and esthetically pleasing football team often 

smack more of the classroom than of the locker room. 

One anecdote related to Sports llustrated's Robert 

Boyle is revea ling. During the depths of the 1965 .los

ing streak, Coach McPeak asked Williams to delzv~r 

an exhortat ion to the team, or at least to let them a1r 

their g rievances. While McPeak and his assistants 

remai ned outside the locker room, Williams con

ducted what he termed "a seance, an exercise in di

anetics. 
"It was a psychiatric session in which everyone sat 

around a table in g roup therapy," Williams recalled. 

"Everyone puts out on the table those things which 

are bothering them, which, when made visible in the 

aggregate, don't seem as bad as when invisible. I 

spoke for 20 minutes on what was bothering me. 

Then the players spoke. All kinds of emotions came 

forward. Laughter. Anger. It was great." 

19 
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IVil~iams' football responsibilities, which are great 
a City h" h h w 1c as not won an NFL championship 

. 1945, come as a considerable relief as a change 
. ~rom the rigors of his legal practice. "I can get 
1n t" w ·11· "Th 1 , 1 1ams says. ere is a tremendous 

drain in the practice of law. There's no 
difficult form of practice, I think, than trial 

You end up each day physically and emo
spent ... .I get exhausted, absolutely exhausted, 

Us a long trial, but I have a capacity to recharge. 
ed to love to watch baseball, but football has 

me." 

calls professional football a hybrid of 
and war, a happy mixture of brawn and finesse 

. states there is no question that it has become th: 
_ga me. H e first became involved with pro 
m 1957 or 1958 when, as a close friend of 

b~hen Redskins o:vner,. George Preston Marshall, 
gan to make tnps with the team. He went on 

board of the team shortly thereafter and was in
to become stockholder in 1959. In 1963 when 

became seriously ill, Williams became a 
President and was named president in 1965. 

That first season was a trying one for perennial 
winner Williams, but the excitement was intense. As 
he told Boyle, "Trial law and sports are what I call 
contest living. Contest living is when every one of 
your efforts is measured at the end in the won or lost 
column. Most people go through life and make tre
mendous efforts, but it never goes up on the score
board. The pressure builds up with success." 

The pressure is indeed on Williams and the Red
skins this year. It is almost a categorical imperative 
that the national game be played at a highly inspired 
level in the national capital. Williams took what most 
observers consider a big step toward fulfillment of 
that imperative earlier in the year when he hired 
former NFL great quarterback Otto Graham as the 

W ashington Coach. 
However, "the Graham Era" got off to a relatively 

unremarkable start this year, as the Redskins lost 
their first exhibition opener to the Baltimore Colts, 
35-0, lost three of their four exhibition games and fell 
to the Cleveland Browns, 38-14 in their first regular 
season game. It was widely felt, though, that both 
Graham and Williams have had healthy effects on the 
spirit of the Redskins, and that another good running 
back and a couple of topflight offensive linemen 
could make a big difference in a sometimes sputtering 

Washington attack. 
Long-time winners Williams and Graham have a 

healthy respect for each other. The Reds_kins' coach 
fl atly states it was Williams' influence wh1ch brought 
him to W ashington after a highly successful and 
satisfying tenure as coach of the Coast Guard Aca
demy. Williams, for his part, leaves the day-to-da_y 
oper~tion and running of the club to_ ~raham who IS 

both coach and general manager. W1lhams and Gra
ham play paddleball toge~her, with ~r~ha~ usually 
winning to the accompamment of W1lhams groans. 

Both Graham and the other NFL teams should be 
wary. H artford's most distinguished ex-batboy is n~t 
the type to remain a loser long. _It's con_trary to h1s 
tradition and temperament and IS not hkely to be-

come a permanent condition. . . . 
It seems likely that this rare combmatwn of dis-

tinguished and socially conscious attorney cum club 
president is probably just the man to . effect ':hat 
Sports Illustrated called "The New Dealm W ashmg-

ton Football." 

It should be pointed out that Edward Bennett Wil
liams is only one of the several Georgetown alumni 
who are closely involved in professional football 
activities this autumn. Others include Charles Bidwill, 
C'50, LLB'53, owner of the St. Louis Cardinals; 
Dan Reeves, exC'34, owner of the Los Angeles 
Rams; Arthur J. Rooney, exL'23, owner of the Pitts
burgh Steelers, and Paul McArdle, C'41, L'48, gen
eral legal counsel for the National Football League. 
In addition, Stephen Rosenbloom, '67, son of Balti
more Colts' owner Carroll Rosenbloom, is a senior in 
Georgetown's Business School.~ 21 





a matter 
ofethies 
IN THE LAST FEW YEARS the practice of criminal law has experi
enced some revolutionary changes as a result of Supreme 
Court decisions and federal legislation. These changes have 
rehabilitated our American system of criminal justice by pro-
viding greater opportunity for equality of justice for rich and 
poor and by allowing the accusatorial, adversary system to 
work in accordance with its basic underlying philosophy. 

In the past the criminal law was practiced by only a tiny 
segment of the bar and was considered a kind of tainted, 
sordid activity where unethical conduct was, as a rule, to be 
expected. Few career opportunities existed on the defense side 
of criminal law and the law schools reflected this by giving 
very little· attention to the subjects of criminal law and pro-
cedure. Few, if any guidelines were provided by the schools 
or the legal profession concerning the function and role of the 
defense lawyer. It is no wonder that the practice of criminal 
law had become a sort of "no-man's" land where each lawyer 
fashioned his own rules of conduct based on a fictional image 
like Perry Mason or a legendary champion like Clarence 
Darrow. Most young lawyers, fresh out of law school-with-
out any guidance received in law classrooms-copied prac
tices they had seen on TV or in the movies or had read about 
in a courtroom fiction novel. 

With no definition of the defense lawyer's role and respon
sibilities furnished by the bar, the public has been confused 
and too often has had its worst suspicions confirmed concern
ing the ethical conduct of defense lawyers. At the same time 
they have misunderstood the adversary role played by the 
defense lawyer and often quite unfairly have disapproved a 
lawyer's perfectly proper vigorous advocacy on behalf of a 
defendant-client. 

Now, under new requirements of the Supreme Court and 
the provisions of such legislation as the federal Criminal 
Justice Act, defendants in criminal cases are entitled to legal 
representation from the very beginning of police in-custody 
interrogation through the prel iminary proceedings, the trial, 
the appeal and other post-conviction proceedings. This means 
many more lawyers will be going into criminal court rooms 
-not as volunteers, but as appointed, compensated counsel, 
and as integral participants in the adversary criminal law 23 
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process. It is therefore imperative that the role and 

function of the defense lawyer be clarified so that the 
chaos that has existed is not perpetuated and multi
plied. The American Bar Association is presently 

tackling this very problem. As an important part of 
its Project on Minimum Standards for Criminal Jus
tice, an advisory committee on the prosecution and 
defense fu nction under the chairmanship of Judge 
Warren E. Burger of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia Circuit is making an inten
sive study of the role of the defense lawyer. 

No attempt is made in these few pages to deal in 
detail with the many ethical problems that can con
front the defense lawyer. Rather this article will pro
vide some of the basic outline which should place the 
defense lawyer's role in its appropriate context and 
supply a basis for answering specific questions. 

To understand the role of the defense lawyer, it is 
necessary to understand the system of criminal jus
tice in which he performs his role. Our system is 
accusatorial and adversary. This means that the gov
ernment has the burden of accusing the defendant 
of a specific charge and proving the charge beyond 
a reasonable doubt. The defendant is presumed to be 
innocent until the government proves his guilt. 
Under this presumption of innocence and supported 
by Constitutional safeguards the defendant may not 
be compelled to answer questions or take the stand. 
The defendent is entitled to go free if the government 
cannot prove its case-4!ven if he is, in fact, guilty. 
This system is not for the protection of the guilty but 
for the protection of the innocent, and from the very 
beginning of our experience as a country we have 
chosen to rigidly follow procedures that may allow 
guilty persons to go free in our effort to prevent 
the conviction of an innocent accused person. 

As an additional ingredient, there is the special re
lationship between the attorney and his client. This 
relationship is referred to as a confidential relation-

ship and has been developed and made an int~g:~ 
part of the adversary system through t'he exf><:ne his 
of centuries of legal practice in England and Jil t Jy 

country. It is obvious that a lawyer cannot adequat~e 
advise his client unless he has full disclosure as to. g 
facts from his client. Yet if by disclosing everythl~f 
to his lawyer, the client should face the danger re 
having his lawyer compelled to reveal this disclosllaY 

in court, the client's natural choice would be to ;oll 
very little to his lawyer. In order to encourage bas 

disclosure by the client to his lawyer, the laW ·bitS 
provided a strict rule of confidence which proht. h· 
the lawyer from revealing his client's disclosure ~1111 

out his client's consent. . ·os· 
Still another feature of our system of crimt~3~ Joe· 

tice contributes to shaping the defense lawyers ll ar 
tion. Again, regardless of whether the defendant ~ost 
be guilty, the prosecution is barred from using a~1 ,~· 
him certain incriminating evidence obtained un;Jll 

fully by the police. Such evidence often results was 
an illegal search and seizure or a confession that·geot 
not made voluntarily or after a clear and intelh 00• 

waiver of counsel following a proper warning of 'eot 

stitutional rights in accordance with the r'1ve 
Supreme Court decision in the Miranda case· i~e 

primary reason for these rules is to deter oppres~oP' 
and illegal police activity and to establish a rela~cP I 
ship between the state and the individual w 
preserves our concept of a free society. . rate J 

These principles and rules of criminal j usttce. opt oe· I 
within the context of a blunt factor of reahtY· 00g 
fense lawyers are in the business of represell ,0t 

1 

mostly guilty people. About 90 per cent to 95 per ~ jJI 
· I M" 

of persons accused of crime and brought to tna esef' 
fact guilty. Yet it is absolutely essential for the pr 

0
p 

vation of our system of justice and maintenan~e joal 

free society that the principles and rules of .cr~e tO 
justice discussed above remain strictly apphcll roar 
every case. To relax them because the defendant 



ill fact be guilty is to weaken them for all of us and 

~Pardize their effectiveness in the very cases where 

ey will be most needed. 

lh But if the prosecutor performs his function well, 

!h defense lawyer should "lose" most of his cases. 

!o e defense lawyer will avoid many of the trouble

lh tlle ethical problems if he rejects from the outset 

IQ e feeling that he is required to produce some re

~ arkab!e or miraculous result. It is not the duty of 

~ e defense lawyer to get every guilty client "off." 

leat~er it is his duty to provide the utmost legal pro

leCtton within the law for his client. T his includes in

; Posing motions to bar the prosecution or the use of 

~~Ldence where there is a legal or factual basis to 

&u~fort such motions; to plead a guilty client not 

ill 
1 

ty where the client chooses to put the govern

fe ent to its burden of proof; to raise every legal de

"' llse available to his client; to challenge the govern-
·•tent' . 
on s case at every pomt of weakness and to insist 

g~Uan .acquittal for his client, regardless of his actual 

as t, tf the government is unable to establish a case 

reaa matter of law or prove his client g uilty beyond a 

Bonable doubt. 

I 
size~t the law~er. performs this function, as empha

~e . above, wtthm the law and not outside the law. 

! ilticts a professional person who must act within the 

l ~Ot test standards of ethics and responsibility. He is 

alte an "errand boy" for his client-not his client's 

I hi/ !~go or as described in detective fiction novels, 

con s mout piece. e e ense lawyer must I c tent' " h · " T h d f 

tbe troJ the moral decisions of the case and most of 

lvith strategy. Certain basic decisions must remain 

1o PI the defendant, such as the decision of whether 
ead ·1 .1 1va

1
· gut ty or not g UJ ty and whether or not to 
Ve a. 

t\l JUry. 
Plet though a defense lawyer must (after giving com-

e ad · · 
&ui!t ~tee as to probable conquences) permit a 

ilte ,., Y chent to plead not guilty and put the govern
"t to . b Its urden of proof, he may not allow the 

client to take the stand and commit perjury, or put 

any witness on the stand to testify falsely to his 

client's innocence. Thus the defense lawyer is under 

a duty to insist on the operation of the law within 

its own principles and rules, but he may not thwart 

the proper operation of the law by fraud or deception. 

The strict application of the criminal law and pro

cedures may result in some guilty persons going free . 

But actually in the vast majority of cases defendants 

brought to trial either plead or are found guilty. As 

stated above, the defense lawyer usually loses his 

cases, as he properly should. Yet he performs an 

essential and indispensable function within our ad

versary system. It is vitally important to the proper 

understanding of the administration of criminal 

justice with regard to the role of the defense of 

accused persons that the legal profession and the 

public measure the performance of the lawyer by 

the manner of his handling the case and not by its 

outcome. Indeed perhaps the most important func

tion of the defense lawyer, in the long run, is aiding 

the court in the fair and proper disposition of a con

victed client's case-Samuel Dash ~ 

Professor Samuel Dash can write with authority from 

both the prosecutor's and defense attorney's point of 

view. Since 1963 a professor of law and director of 

Georgetown Law Center's Institute of Criminal Law and 

Procedure, he is a former Philadelphia district attorney 

and past president of the National Association of De

fense Lawyers in Criminal Cases. He received his under

graduate degree from Temple University and his bach

elor of laws from Harvard University cum laude and 

taught at Northwestern University before going into 

trial practice: He is the author of The Eavesdt·oppers, 

a book growi~g out of a foundation-underwritten study 

he made of Wiretapping, and "Cracks in the Foundation 

of ~riminal . Justice," a law review journal article re

?ortmg on hts research work into the handling of crim

mal cases of the Municipal Court of Chicago. 25 



-------------------------------------------------------------------~ T he newly appointed United States 
ambassador to Japan, U. Alexis 

Johnson, ex-FS'32, returned this fall 
to the Far East and to a relationship 
with the Japanese people under con
siderably friendlier circumstances 
than he experienced 25 years ago. 

At that time, Johnson, then U. S. 
vice consul at Mukden, Manchuria, 
was placed under house arrest by 
Japanese troops within a few hours 
of the Japanese attack on Pearl H ar
bor. He was restrained from leavi ng 
the consulate until he was repatriated 
in a prisoner exchange in the sum
mer months of 1942. 

He will also be playing a slightly 
different role in his current appear
ance in Tokyo than he played at the 
end of World War II when he served 
as a member of General D ouglas 

MacArthur's staff in the occupation 
of Japan. At that time, he was con
cerned with the dismantling of the 
Japanese military establishment and 
the organization of the occupation. 

It is apparent that Johnson, the 
highest-ranking career officer in the 
Department of State at the time of 
his appointment to succeed Ambas
sador Edwin 0. Reischauer last sum
mer, has had more than a passing ac
quaintance with the Far East. His 
first assignment after his appoint
ment to the Foreign Service in 1935 
was as a language officer to the U.S. 
Embassy in Tokyo. Tours of duty 
in Seoul, Korea, then a Japa nese ter
ritory, and Tientsin, China, followed, 
then the harrowing experience in 
Mukden. He has since served as our 
ambassador to Thailand and as the 

U.S. representative on the South(.!~ 
Asia Treaty Organization. I 

Diplomacy and international r~t 
tions have always been all-consurrH0g 
interests for the Kansas-born Johtho· 

. e 
son, who came to Georgetown 111 

fall of 1931 following his gradut 
tion from Occidental College, J)ll 

Angeles, to prepare himself for : 
career in the diplomatic service. ~ .. 
attended the School of Foreign Ser 
ice for a year, then went to work Jl1 

Washington while awaiting :JI1 

appointment in the Foreign Serl'i~ 
in an era of budget austerity fort 
State Department. ·or· 

His succession of Far East apP01• 
0 

ments followed, then the Manchufl~e 
experience. Johnson was denied t 
simplest of amenities during his hO 
arrest, including access to food 50 

Clllumni 
in the 

Cf\{ews 

y~ 
his graduation from Georgeto~n·fol 
he has maintained a reputatJOll , 
being patient, courteous and ~I 
sessed of a high boiling point, t r 
of which are vital prerequisite~ h~i 
what sometimes becomes a h1g 
emotional business. 

0 JlD' 
The 35-year-old Curtin, the you :J(l· 

est partner in the firm of :Morg P' 

Lewis and Bockius, represented J11~e 
d' put , 

agement in this particular JS I er 
but he began his career on the ot 

1
he 

. g t 
side of the table representlfl ~· 
Eastern Conference of the InterJl A 
tiona! Brotherhood of TeamsterS· ~· 

. (ll• 
native of Auburn, N. Y., Curun ~~ 

jored in history and governrne11\ js 
a Georgetown undergraduate on jo 

way to graduating cum /a#dt t!J' 
1953. H e was employed by jV' 

Teamsters immediately after. re~~51 
ing his master's in labor law 111 I 00• 

and remained their chief counse 1~js 
til he was hired by Morgan, ~eo1 
and Bockius after he had faced t 

in a Teamsters' negotiation. . J, 
The five struck airlines (0fllt 

0
d 

Eastern, National, Northwest ~er 
. a'' 

Trans-World) hired Curnn ae· 
hearing him speak on labor-rnaJlao 



relations at the Air Transport 
·ation in 1964. 

intense interest in labor law 
developed during his George

years. H e describes it as "a 
exciting speciality, fast moving, 
a direct impact on the social 
re." 

~Curtin feels his experience with 
~e 1' eamsters was valuable to his 

Ve!opment as a labor relations at

~~rney, but that he joined the W ash
~&ton office of Morgan, Lewis and 

~~ki~s-whi ch is based in Phila
.Phta-because it offered him a 

he had not been able to 
With labor. H e is now a partner 

th 1~ e firm and heads its labor see-
n. 
1\ St . . f C . . 

i~al rappmg stx- ooter, urtm ong-
~ ly came to Georgetown to play 
~ tba l!, but remained after the sport 

~:s dropped on the intercollegiate 
tluel. following his sophomore year. 
"-'a ttng his undergraduate years, he 
Qe 

8 
sophomore class president, presi

~ nt of the Collegiate Club and a 

~lOber of the College Student 
~ llncil. Since graduation, he has 

~ve in Alumni Association 

plies. H e was forced to sell his furni

ture to the military and strictly con

fined to quarters. 

Following World W ar II, he 

played an active part in the Japanese 

peace treaty conference in San Fran

cisco and was appointed deputy as

sistant secretary of state for Far 

Eastern Affairs. In 1953, he was ap

pointed U:S. ambassador to Czecho

slovakia and was assigned as coor

dinator of the American delegation 

to the Geneva conference on Korea 

and Indo-China. 

He returned to W ashington in 

1961 to become deputy under secre

tary of state for political affairs. Dur

ing that period he served as deputy 

ambassador under General Maxwell 

Taylor in Saigon for one yea r. 

At the time of his most recent 

affairs as a member first of the Board 

of Governors then the Alumni 

Senate and as chairman of the 1964 
John Carroll Awards Dinner. 

In the course of the lengthy nego

tiations, Curtin won the respect of 

the other barga ining participants by 

his calm persuasiveness, his energy 

and his reasonableness. Chief Union 

negotiator Joseph W. Ramsey noted 
of Curtin, "He's a great guy. It's too 

bad he can't be turned loose on his 
own." 

When the first, but unsuccessful 

contract was negotiated, Curtin was 
at the elbow of President Johnson 

as the nation's chief executive an
nounced the settlement on network 
television. H owever, when the terms 

of that settlement were rejected by a 
vote of the union members, Curtin 
im~ediately returned to the process 

of forging a settlement which would 
satisfy the union members without 

crippling the airlines' operations. 
The major side effect of the his

toric negotiations on the George
town grad uate was an aggravation of 
what he termed his "major vice"

cigars. Normally a. three-cigar-a-day 

appointment, Johnson was described 

by Secretary of State Dean Rusk as 

having been more closely associated 

with American relations with Japan 

than other career officers then in 
active service. 

The new Japanese Ambassador's 

dedic a tion and accomplishments 

have been recognized by the Career 

Service Award of the National Civil 

Service League in 1964 and the $10,-
000 R ockefe ll e r Public Service 

Award in the field of foreign affairs 
presented late last year. 

The designation as our emissary to 

our one-time enemy and current 

cruc ial ally in the Pacific is another 

milestone in a distinguished diplo
matic career .~ 

man, he fired up more frequently un
der the stress of the heated bargain
ing sess ions. "Any time I'm in a sit
uation like that," he explained, ''I'm 

smoking more and enjoying it less
easi ly six to eight a session ." 

Another side effect of the strike 

was to postpone the Curtin family's 

summer vacation. Curtin's wife 
Helen related she and her husband 

first made reservations for a cottage 

at Rehoboth Beach, D elaware, just 

before the strike broke, after the 

first settlement was reached and 
again when the final settlement was 

approved. Thus, as economists and 
labor experts were sorting out the 

implications of the late-summer set
tlement, most of which appea red to 

be far-reaching and historic, the Cur

tins were finally getting their often
postponed vacation. 

It was Curtin's first opportunity to 
really get acquainted with their sec

ond daughter, Caroline, by then nine 

months old, who had been born just 

before the airline negotiations began. 
"I've been anxious for them to get 

to know each other," Mrs. Curtin 
said .~ 
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Change in Leadership 

Election of three new officers and 13 Edward M. Kovach, C'57, L'60, 
new Board of Governors members Berkeley, Calif. 
and appointment of a new director Both the officers and the Board 
of the Alumni Annual Fund were members assumed office July 1. 
highlights of changes in the leader- Terms for the officers will run 
ship of the Alumni Association dur- through June 30, 1968. The new 
ing the summer months. Board members wi ll hold office 

Elected to preside over the 35,000- through June 30, 1969, at which time 
member Association was Louis B. they will become members of the 
Fine, L'25, a Norfolk, Va., attorney Alumni Senate. 
and long-time participant in alumni James Patrick (Pat) Reed, C'53, 
activities of Georgetown. Also chosen currently assistant executive secretary 
as Association officers were Mrs. of the Association, was named direc
James Fleming (Mary Korfanta, tor of the Alumni Annual Fund, suc
N'43), 'Arlington, Va., housewife, ceeding Rev. Anthony J. Zeits, S.J., 
secretary, and William B. Robert- who was named director of Student 
son, L'51, a division director in the Personnel for the University last Jan
Department of Defense's Director- uary 1. 
ate for Statistical Services, treasurer. Reed, an Association employee 

The newly elected members of the since his undergraduate years at 
Board of Governors included Dr. Georgetown, previously directed the 
Roland M. Barrette, C'50, Newton, 

fund from 1958-1960, when he was 
appointed to the assistant executive 
secretary post. He has been serving 
as director of operations for Alumni 
House during the past three years. 

In his new position, Reed will 
supervise all mailings and direct 
solicitation for the Alumni Annual 
Fund, which has produced almost 
$3 million for the University in the 
12 years of its existence. 

Also appointed to an alumni staff 
position was James B. Ethier, B'65, 
who was named a staff assistant with 
special responsibility for programs. 

Ethier, president of the Walsh 
Area campus as an undergraduate, 
will coodinate reunions, club activi
ties, alumni admissions programs, 
and other on- and off-campus activi
ties of the Association. 

Mass.; Dr. Joseph Riggs, C'55, M'59, LoUis B. FIN£ PAT R££D JAMEs B. £THI ER 

Haddonfield, N.J.; J. David Glas- ..---------... ----, 
gow, B'61, Altoona, Pa.; John J. 
Regan, FS'49, Montclair, N.J.; Fred
erick C. Kentz, Jr., C'41, Summit, 
N.J.; Dr. John H. Malfetano, C'43, 
M'47, Garden City, N.Y.; Dr. Peter 
V. Primomo, D'58, Albany, N.Y.; J. 
Vernon McCarthy, C'51, St. Louis, 
Mo.; Harrison P. Dilworth, III, 
C'55, St. Paul, Minn.; J. Theodore 
Dailey, C'49, Glencoe, Ill.; Robert J. 
Hogan, C'49, Houston, Texas; Col. 
Arthur Barry, L'51, Denver, Colo.; 



Our Mythical Man in Culpeper 

No account of summer on the 
University campus wo uld be com
plete without mention of a fea ture 
of the weekly Summer School News
letter which variously was called 
"Out of Culpeper," "C ulp e per 
Notes" and "The Entomologists' 
Corner." 

Purportedly wri tten by "The Edi
tor's Brother-in-law," the column 
was actually composed by D r. Ray
mond H. Reno, associate professor 
of English. (Miss Ellen Ruby, 
daugh ter of the late James S. Ruby, 
C'27, long-time executive secretary 
of the Alumni Association, served 
as editor for the Newsletter.) 

The Culpeper comm uniques were 
a mixture of folk wisdom, a natural
ist's shrewd observations and script
cuts from Peyton Place. They dealt 
with the somewhat erratic and some
times scatological habits of insects 
and were invariably the widest-read 
thing on campus. Some samples : 

"The lightning bug glows with 
love. At 55 degrees Fahrenheit he 
Rashes at the rate of 3.1 Rashes per 
second, bent w a rm o n amorous 
prey. About two seconds later his 
light of love responds. T he ca reful 
observer can simulate the lightning 
bug's. flashes with a small pocket 
fl.ashltght and receive an answering 
signal from feminine bugs. H ell 
hath no fury, of course ... " 

"The ordinary firefly is called 
Photinus pyralis. This is from the 
Greek 'pho,' ' light,' and 'tinus,' ' lit
tle,' and 'pyreto,' 'fever.' In conjunc
tion the elements mean 'when fe
v~red. the little bug lights up.' The 
scientists were too prudish to say 
what fevers him." 

"Sad to relate, there are approxi-

mately 459 different kinds of plants 
that eat bugs. Such, of course, is 
nature's law of tit for tat, since there 
are many kinds of bugs that eat 
plants. Bug-eating plants are usually 
found in swamps and bogs because 
those are the places where the most 
bugs are." 

"Like most scientific names for 
bugs, pieris rapae has a curious en
tomological significance. By the di
vagation customary to scientists, pi
eris derives from Pierrot, the white
faced, white-pantalooned comic of 
the old pantomime and is associated 
with the butterfly because of the 
latter's chalky-white wings. Rapae, 
made familiar by stories in the daily 
press, requires no explanation." 

Automated Alumni 

A new plan which would replace 
three large rooms of alumni records 
with a reel of magnetic tape was out
lined and approved at the May 14-15 
meeting of the Alumni Association 

Board of Governors. 
Automation of alumni record

keeping, in the planning stages for 
some years, will thus become a 
reality this year, at an estimated 
annual saving to the Association of 
some $5,000, expla i ned William 
Robertson, L'51, chairman of a 
special automation committee for the 

Board of Governors. 
First phase of the automation 

process, the punching of alumni 
names and addresses on computer 
tape, has already been completed and 
will allow mailing of all Association 
publications after January first from 
the computerized list. 

The second stage of the program
ming, automation of all financial 
data dealing with the Alumni An
nual Fund, will be completed by the 
end of this fiscal year, June 30. A 
third phase, development of a history 
of giving by each alumnus of 
Georgetown, will be handled next 

year. 

A more immediate evidence of the 
automation process will be the 
alumni survey to be mailed out at a 
later date which will check the ac
curacy of names and addresses now 
on file and will determine occupa
tions and other vital statistics on the 

alumni body. 

Administrative Changes 

A series of administrative changes 
were announced at the University 
during the summer months by the 
Very Rev. Gerard J. Campbell, S.J., 
President of Georgetown. 

Here is a list of the changes: 
U Rev. Brian A. McGrath, S.J., G'40, 
academic vice president since 1955, 
was named administrative vice presi
dent of the University. 
U Rev. Thomas R. Fitzgerald, S.J., 
C'42, dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, was named academic vice 

president. 
u Rev. Royden B. D avis, S.J., C'47, 
L'49, dean of freshmen, was named 
dean of the College of Arts and 

Sciences. 
IO'Rev. Joseph S. Sebes, S.J ., acting 
dean of the School of Business dur
ing the 1965-66 academic year, was 
named dean of the School of Foreign 

Service. 
IO'Rev. Francis P . Dinneen, S.J ., a 
member of the executive faculty of 
the Institute of Languages and Lin
guistics, was named acting dean of 
the Institute for the coming aca

demic year. 
U James Alatis, chief of the language 
section of the U.S. Office of Edu-
cation, was named associate dean of 
the Institute of Languages and Lin-

guistics. 
IO'John Burgess, C'63, G'66, execu
tive assistant to the dean of the Col
lege of Arts and Sciences, was named 
dean of freshmen. 
u Daniel J. Altobello, C'63, assistant 
executive secretary of the Alumni 
Association, was named special 
assistant to Father Campbell. 
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A Library Progress Report 

The possibility that ground might be 
broken next spring on the Univer
sity's new $6-million library was a 
tonic to planners and students alike 
as summer ended on the campus. 

With the site chosen for the new 
building, the present University ten
nis courts southeast of H ealy Build
ing, already having been approved 
by the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
of the District of Columbia, Univer
sity officials felt the optimistic projec
tion for the ground-breaking might 
be justified. 

Last remaining hurdle for the new 
structure, in the planning stages for 
3Yz years, is approval of the design 
of the building by the Fine Arts 
Commission, the Distri ct agency 
charged with approval of all exterior 
desig n of structures in Georgetown . 
Previously denied because of towers 
on the proposed library which ob
scured the south-Potomac bank view 
of H ealy, this approval seemed to be 
more likely because of revisions in 
the plans made by architect John 
Carl Warnecke, himself a member 
of the Fine Arts Commission. 

The building, which is planned to 
hold a million volumes, a million 
manuscripts, several miles of micro
text materials and 1,500 readers, has 

PROPOSED LIBRARY BUILDING 

been termed one of the University's 
critical needs. The present Riggs 
Memorial Library located in H ealy 
building was outgrown several years 
ago, but could not be given up until 
funding and approval were received 
for the new library. 

A completion date of 1969 is pos
sible for the new foLlr-level building 
if groundbreaking is held this spring, 
Georgetown officials estimated. 

Fund Report 

The Georgetown University 1965-
66 Alumni Annual Fund showed an 
increase in donors but a decrease in 
doll ars from the previous year, a re
port issued in late summer by Fund 
chairman Edward Bennett Williams, 
L'44 revealed. 

A total of 7,708 donors contributed 
$351,212.39 in 1965-66 as compared 
to 7,404 donors and $389,190.88 dur
ing the previous fund year, the re
port showed. 

The more than $351,000 raised in 
1965-66 by the Alumni Annual Fund 
pushes total University income from 
this source since the fund was be
gun 12 years ago to almost $3 million. 

$26-million Progress Fund and other 
giving programs-had risen during 
the year to $1,212,146.68, an all-time 
high. 

Even as the report was issued, 
work on the 1966-67 fund was 
under way. James P . Reed, C'53, 
newly appointed director of the fund 
and assistant executive secretary of 
the Alumni Association, said mail
ings to all alumni from their class 
representatives would be sent in early 
October. 

A Presidential Visit 

Georgetown's active role in train
ing Peace Corps Volunteers was re
emphasized in mid-September as 
.President Lyndon B. Johnson chose 
the University as the site for signing 
of the new Peace Corps appropria
tions bill. 

The President made a quick cam
pus visit Sept. 13, signed the Peace 
Corps bill and found time to address 
a class of 99 PCV's being trained on 
the campus this summer for duty in 
Brazil. 

"Most of you are here this morn
ing," the President said, "not for one 
reason but for several. All of you de
cided to become a part of ' the needs 
and temper of our times.' You have 
decided to participate-and that is a 
great word, 'participate'-in the 
struggle of the day, of the time, of 
the hour: in the fight against sick
ness and want and despair that im
prison millions of people who live on 
this globe with us." 

The Peace Corps recruits, the ninth 
such group to be trained at George
town, received intensive practical as 
well as classroom instruction during 
their stay on the campus. 

An even more significant figure, IIIII' ____ .. 

however, was one which indicated 

that total alumni support to George- I ~~~~;~b~: 
town-including that given to the L 



Five Honored Alumni 

Five distinguished University alumni 
were honored for outstanding service 
to their communities, nation and 
Georgetown September 10 by presen
tation of the John Carroll Award. 

Recognized at the annual John 
Carroll Awards Dinner in San Fran
cisco were Edwin A. Heafey, L'23, 
Oakland, Calif., attorney; Alvin M. 
Lesser, C'41, Daly City, Calif., busi
nessman; Richard J. McCooey, C'52, 
Washington, D . C., restaura teur; 
Malcolm C. McCormack, FS'48, 
G'51, Washington advertising execu
tive, and the Rev. Brian A. McGrath, 
S.J., G'40, administrative vice presi
dent of Georgetown. 

Louis B. Fine, L'25, president of 
the Association, made the presenta
tion to the five. The Very Rev. Ger
ard J. Campbell, S.J., University 
president, was featured speaker at the 
dinner, which attracted more than 
300 alumni , former students and 
friends. 

The dinner was a highlight of a 
weekend of Georgetown activity in 
San Francisco which also included 
the fall meeting of the Board of 
Governors, a wives' program and 
several tours of the Bay Area. 

A New Department 

Plans for establishing a department 
of psychology at the University were 
announced in late August by the 
Rev. Thomas Fitzgerald, S.J., aca
demic vice president. 

Establishment of such a depart
ment would fill a gap in the Univer
sity curriculum caused by no subject 
majors being offered in the behavior
al sciences. 

"U t "F h p o now, at er Fitzgerald 
explained, "our emphasis has been 
primarily in humanities, in natural 

sciences and in social sciences. The "But," he said, "the lifting of the 
time is coming for development in ban should not be interpreted as an 
the behavioral sciences." invitation to over-indulgence or in-

Six psychology courses have been toxication." Penalties will be im
offered previously in th~ Univer- posed, the University administrator 
sity's philosophy department, the stated, against "those few students 
University vice president stated. In- who misuse alcoholic beverages. The 
creased student interest in the dis- sanctions will be in proportion to the 
cipline combined with paralleled in- offense and may include the revo
terest among the faculty and admin- cation of boarding privileges and 
istration were factors in the forma- suspension or dismissal from the 
tion of the new department, Father · University. 
Fitzgerald said. "The University is convinced," 

A major in psychology might be Father Zeits said, "that most students 
possible as early as 1967, he noted, will exercise good and reasonable 
if faculty can be hired, a library es- judgment." 
tablished and a laboratory equipped. New Support for Interns 
The program probably will not be A $600,000 Ford Foundation grant 
designed to enroll large numbers of to the Georgetown Law Center to 
students, but will instead primarily support and expand the Center's 
be open to those who intend to pur- Le l I t h"p program was an ga n erns 1 -

sue graduate degrees in psychology. nounced in mid-September by Paul 

The End of A Ban 

In a step designed to develop greater 
responsibility among its students, the 
University announced in late Septem
ber that male University students 
would be allowed to keep and drink 
alcoholic beverages in their dormi
tory rooms. 

In announcing the change in the 
drinking rule, Rev. Anthony J. Zeits, 
S.J., C'43, director of student person
nel, said the step was aimed at end
ing the hypocrisy of an unenforce
able rule. He emphasized the Uni
versity will continue to support and 
comply with all drinking regulations 
of the District of Columbia. 

Father Zeits said the University 
has studied the views of student 
counselors throughout the country 
and has found that "most students do 
not over-indulge when allowed to 
choose whether they will have alco
holic beverages," Father Zeits ex
plained. 

R. Dean, dean of the Law Center. 
The grant, the second awarded by 

the Foundation in three years to sup
port the program, will make it pos
sible to include curriculum and in
ternship training and experience in 
the non-criminal legal problems of 
the poor, Dean Dean explained. 

Widely recognized as an imagina
tive approach to legal education, the 
internship program was begun in 
1960 with a gift from an anonymous 
donor. The program furnishes repre
sentation for criminal defendants and 
"narrows the gap between classroom 
and trial practice," Dean Dean said. 

The criminal law portion of the 
new program will be directed by 
William W. Greenhalgh, professor of 
law. Richard R. Molleur, L'57, ad
junct professor of law, will supervise 
the civil law phase. 

Dean Dean noted that the legal 
profession is "extremely concerned" 
with civil and criminal legal prob
lems confronting the poor. With the 
support from the Ford Foundation, 
he said, Georgetown will be able to 
"enhance its contribution toward 
some solution." ~ 
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How Animals Communicate 
By Bil Gilbert 
Pantheon Books, 1966, 175 pp. 

$3.95 

Bears In The Ladies' Room 
and Other Beastly Pursuits 

By Bil Gilbert 
Doubleday & Company, 1966, 216 pp. 

$4.95 

B IL GILBERT, Foreign Service '49, 
has had the rare fortune for a 

writer of seeing his first two books 
published in the same year and with
in six months of one another. Bil, 
who was a student in my English 
classes at Georgetown, has been a 
serious writer since his college days, 
and he became a published one not 
long after. Following his graduation 
he spent a year in Mexico writing 

that obligatory novel, returned to 
work in the University's news bu
reau> did a tour of duty with InM, 
and then set himself up in business 
for a few years as editor and edi
torial consultant for trade magazines. 

For the past half-dozen years he has 

been a full-time free-lance writer. 

His articles now appear frequently 

111 Sports Illustrated, Esquire and 

The Saturday Evening Post. Today 

he is an eminently successful maga

zine writer, with a third book being 

readied for spring publication and a 
fourth in the making. 

Long before he was a published 
writer, Bil Gilbert was a naturalist, 

both as a hobbyist and as a serious 

student. One writes from one's ob

session, says Graham Greene, and 

Bil Gilbert's lifelong absorption in 

nature clearly provides the back

ground for his first two books. How 
Animals Communicate tells, from 

the author's own observation of pets 

and wild animals he has studied and 

from his survey of the most recent 

scientific studies, what can be known 

of the faculty animals have for 

"transmitting information by means 

of signs in a manner that other crea

tures can comprehend." Not only 

does Bil Gilbert conduct the kind of 

en lightened household that can ac

commodate clogs, cats, and a hawk 
or two, but he lives on a mountain

side and has a neighbor who keeps 

bears and a cheetah named Chief. 

Of this last he writes: "Slowly, Chief 

and I came to trust one another, prin

cipally because we were able to es

tablish a rudimentary sort of com

munication, able to read certain 

signs and sounds well enough to 

understand the feelings and wishes 

of the other. I learned enough 

cheetah to know how Chief indi

cated he was afraid, contented, play

ful , or bored. He learned enough 

human to know that I was friendly, 

that a whistle meant food, 'ball' 

meant a game, and 'no' was a com

mand to stop biting. Certainly this 

was not much of a vocabulary, but 

it was enough to let us meet 111 

peace, a condition all animals need 

at times, and a condition which 

could not be established if animals 

could not communicate their inten

tions and desires." 
Far more elaborate, one learns in 

the pages of How Animals Com
municate, are the "vocabularies" of 

chickens (who possess "a yocabulary 

of about twenty-five signals"), bea

vers (who stake territorial claims 

with tail-made mud pies), and 

crows (for which five distinct "alarm 

calls~' have been noted). This book 

also discusses the discoveries of von 

Frisch on the intricate "dance" com

munications of bees, the ability of 

apes at problem-solving, and "the 

most exciting and important study 

in the field of animal communica

tion"-the language of the dolphin. 

More than curiosity, more even than 

the increase of scientific knowledge, 

Bil Gilbert argues, should lie behind 

man's urge to communicate with 

animals; as the dominant species 

man has "the responsibility to re

spect and protect life in all its various 
forms." 

Animals provide background rath

er than foreground in the chapters 

-most of which appea red first as 
articles m Sports Illustrated- of 

Bears in the Ladies' Room. Here 

Bil Gilbert reports on such everyday 

exploits as white water canoeing, ex

ploring in Central America, being 

"the last of the great two-handed 

collegiate cigarette rollers" while at 

Georgetown, pigeonnaping (for bait 

and lure in snaring the wild hawk), 

and keeping an owl in the nursery 

playpen. Some of the articles are 

reminiscences of the author's grow

ing up in Michigan; others recount 

his explorations in the woods near 

his Pennsylvania mountain home. 

All of them reveal an observant eye, 

a patient and tolerant hand with 

animals and an original mind.-
Riley Hughes 

Riley Hughes is university editor and 
associate professor of English at George
town. A member of the facu lty since 
1946, Dr. Hughes is the author of six 
books and numerous articles and re
views. He has been director of the 
Georgetown University Writers Con
ference since its founding ih 1 960.~ 





GEORGETOWN UN I VERS I TY ALUMN I ASSOC I A TION MAGAZ I NE 

Non- Pro~ 

U. S. Po•11 

p A tD 

Woshingt()ll. 

Permit No-1 


	Image100
	Image107
	Image108
	Image113
	Image114
	Image119
	Image120
	Image125
	Image126
	Image131
	Image132
	Image137
	Image138
	Image143
	Image144
	Image149
	Image150
	Image155
	Image156
	Image161
	Image162
	Image167
	Image168
	Image173
	Image174
	Image179
	Image180
	Image185
	Image186
	Image191
	Image192
	Image197
	Image198
	Image203
	Image204
	Image205

