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Institute Scholars 
Publish and Speak 
In the US and Abroad 
On Key Ethics Issues

With this inaugural issue o f the Kennedy Institute o f Ethics 
Newsletter we begin a new enterprise dedicated to helping 
inform the members o f the institute and all those interested in 
bioethics and other areas o f applied ethics, about the activi
ties o f our scholars and staff. Future issues will feature 
substantive articles by institute scholars summarizing re
cently completed work or research in progress, and news of 
interest to members and others who follow developments in 
the field. This first issue, however, is devoted primarily to an 
overview o f the projects currently under way or recently 
completed as well as a fu ll membership list.

Dr. Edmund D. Pellegrino, director of the Kennedy Insti
tute of Ethics and Dr. LeRoy Walters, director of the Center 
for Bioethics within the Kennedy Institute, joined Prof. Ri- 
hito Kimura at the first U.S.-Japan Bioethics Symposium and 
Conference, which was held in August in Tokyo, Kanagawa 
and Nagoya. The conference was sponsored by the Asian 
Bioethics Program of the Kennedy Institute, of which Profes
sor Kimura is director, the Institute of Medical Humanities at 
Kitasato University and the Bioethics Study Group for Nurses 
in Nagoya. Dr. Pellegrino gave two lectures, one on the ethics 
of clinical medicine and the other on physician-patient rela
tionships; Dr. Walters delivered an address titled “Commis
sions and Consensus: From the National Commission to the 
Present,” and Professor Kimura spoke on bioethics and the 
international community.

After the conference Dr. Pellegrino returned to his daunt
ing schedule as director of the institute and John Carroll 
Professor of Medicine in the Georgetown University Medical 
Center. Despite the demands of these two jobs, he continues 
to travel widely to lecture, and to write prolifically. He 
delivered the Cardinal Terence Cooke Lecture in New York in 
October, and other important lectures including the Stockton 
Kimball Lecture at the State University of New York in 
Buffalo. His 1985 publications are too numerous to list here

Dr. Walters came back to a similarly busy schedule. He is 
currently engaged in two principal areas —  human gene

therapy and technically assisted reproduction. He is a member 
of the Recombinant DNA Advisory Committee of the Na
tional Institutes of Health and chairman of the working group 
on human gene therapy. Dr. Walters is also principal investi
gator for a National Library of Medicine Grant ($1,365,000) 
for the establishment of a National Reference Center for
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Kennedy Institute 
Expands Horizons
The Kennedy Institute of Ethics at Georgetown Uni

versity comprises the largest group of scholars any
where devoted full-time to research in medical ethics, 
bioethics and increasingly other fields of applied ethics.
Its scholars frequently serve as consultants to private 
and public agencies,and they are ubiquitous lecturers, 
visiting professors and symposium participants. The 
institute’s scholars teach courses in philosophy, theol
ogy, international relations and demography, and they 
can be found as consultants or participants on every 
clinical service of the Georgetown University Medical 
Center.

The institute, which is committed to a continuing 
role as a major contributor to research and the intellec
tual development of bioethics, is expanding its efforts in 
other areas of applied ethics, including journalism, 
international relations, government, business, and the 
applications of technology on a broad social scale. Of 
growing interest to the institute as well are the relation
ships between ethics and values in different cultures. 
Ethical issues in biology and medicine, for example, 
are approached differently in different cultural tradi
tions. As a result, there is a need for study of how, in an 
interdependent world, Western and non-Western values 
and ethical systems can relate to each other. To this end 
the institute has begun to develop ties with scholars 
abroad and to attract them to Georgetown. Especially 
strong programs are already developing in West Ger
many, Japan and South America.

By virtue of its Ethics Library and National Bioethics 
Information Retrieval System, the Kennedy Institute is 
the nation’s major source of bioethics information.

Edmund D. Pellegrino, M.D.



Vol. 1,No.  1 Nov./Dec. 1985

Scholars Explore Key Ethics Issues
(continued from page 1)
Bioethics Literature, and with his colleagues in the informa
tion retrieval project he is working on Volume 12 of the 
Bibliography o f Bioethics.

Professor Kimura returned to three major projects here in 
Washington. He has already begun planning the second U.S.- 
Japan Bioethics Conference; he is also working on a project 
titled “Life-Sustaining Technologies and the Elderly” for the 
Congressional Office of Technology Assessment (OTA), and 
he is pursuing research on “Ethics and Human Genetics: A 
Cross-Cultural Perspective.”

Dr. Robert M. Veatch is also working on the OTA project. 
His specific subject is “Distributive Justice and the Allocation 
of Technological Resources to the Elderly.” He has recently 
completed a study for the Office of Policy Analysis and 
Program Evaluation of the Maryland Department of Health 
and Hygiene on “Decision-Making in the Care and Treatment 
of Hopelessly Ill Patients.” Dr. Veatch has recently completed 
editing a book titled The Foundations o f Justice: Why the 
Retarded and the Rest o f Us Have Claims to Equality.

But not everyone at the institute is working on medical 
ethics or bioethics. Fr. J. Bryan Hehir, S .J., took on Assistant 
Secretary of Defense Richard N. Perle in a lively discussion 
of strategy and morality in the nuclear age in October. The 
program was conceived and organized by two of Father 
Hehir’s colleagues, Dr. Terry Pinkard and Stephen Klaid- 
man. Father Hehir has also recently completed articles for two 
anthologies titled respectively, “Opposing the Nuclear 
Threat: The Convergence of Moral Analysis and Empirical 
Data,” and “The Logic, Legacy and Lessons of U.S. Policy in 
the 1960s.”

Dr. Pinkard, who is affiliated with the Philosophy Depart
ment, the law center and the School of Foreign Service as 
well as the institute, is currently working on two books. One 
is tentatively titled Liberalism and Social Union and it at
tempts to show that liberalism properly understood would not 
be based on Kantian voluntarism but rather on social and
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political unity. The other is a study of Hegel’s ontology and 
ethics.

Mr. Klaidman is completing a book on journalism ethics 
with Dr. Tom L. Beauchamp. It is called The Virtuous Jour
nalist and will be published next year by the Oxford Univer
sity Press. Mr. Klaidman has written articles on journalism 
ethics recently for the oped page of The New York Times and 
the Outlook section of The Washington Post and has appeared 
on national radio and television.

Dr. Beauchamp continues to be one of the most productive 
members of an unusually productive group of scholars. Aside 
from The Virtuous Journalist, he has just completed, with Dr. 
Ruth Faden, a major study titled A History and Theory o f 
Informed Consent, which will be published shortly. He is also 
working on a critical edition of the works of David Hume, 
which was ten years in the planning stages and will take ten 
years to prepare.

Dr. Faden is working on several journal articles on the 
following subjects: ethical issues in public health mass media 
campaigns, public policy for prenatal screening for fetal 
abnormalities, and risk perception as it affects judgments 
about the morality of abortion. She is also heading an OTA 
panel on reproductive hazards in the workplace.

Fr. Richard A. McCormick, S.J., has an extremely full 
schedule of lectures and publishes regularly on bioethics and 
medical ethics. He has spoken recently in England (at a 
conference on “Modem Medicine, at What Price”), and in 
Chicago, Rochester, Santa Fe and Orlando. He is about to 
undertake a volume covering, in his own words, “some 
highlights of 30 years in moral theology.”

Dr. Laurence B. McCullough and Dr. Beth Soldo of the 
Center for Population Research have received a grant for a 
two-year project titled “Enhancing the Autonomy of the El
derly and Their Families in Long-Term Care Decision-Mak
ing.” Dr. McCullough will also serve as director of the new 
Bioethics Forum to be inaugurated in the spring of 1986 in the 
Georgetown University Hospital. Those interested in attend
ing the forum should contact Dr. McCullough at (202) 
625-2282.

Dr. Warren Reich’s principal project at the institute is a 
revision of the Encyclopedia o f Bioethics, of which he is the 
editor-in-chief. The project is expected to take five years at a 
cost of $1.25 million. Dr. Reich has recently published an 
article titled “Bioethics in the 1980s” and he has lectured in 
West Germany and Florida among other places.

Finally, Dr. Hans-Martin Sass returned to the institute from 
work and travels in West Germany and the People’s Republic 
of China, where, among other things, he lectured on Marx
ism. He has recently published in Germany a moral assess
ment of government regulation. He also lectured on medical 
ethics at his home institution, Ruhr University.

There is more to say and many of the scholars have been 
given short shrift. They are doing much more than has been 
indicated here. Upcoming issues of the newsletter will report 
on some of those activities.


