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PREFACE.

it' ever there was a period which could make the present Work more parti¬ 
cularly valuable and appropriate, it is at a moment when the increased and' 
widely extended territorial acquisitions of Great Britain in every part of the 
Globe, have rendered her commercial relations at once extensive, various, and 

important, beyond example of any other age—beyond example of any other
nation*-^. 

f

At a time when this country is the emporium of commerce, when 

merchants from all quarters of the world throng to our marts, the deve- 

lopement of the principles which regulate the vast machine of mercantile 

intercourse, must necessarily be interesting to those individuals who are the 

subjects of its operation.

Such is professedly the intent of the present Publication ; its utility, there¬ 

fore, is sufficiently obvious, and the Author, although highly honoured, is by 

no means surprised at the distinguished, and, perhaps, unprecedented patron¬ 

age which he has already received: a patronage, which, gratifying as it is at

present,
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present, will, he trusts, be redoubled if his execution should prove commensurate 
•with the importance of his design.

The merchant occupied in his counting-house, amidst variety of business 
has little leisure to consult those voluminoiis works, which comprehend and 
elucidate commercial legislation, and the almost inexpressibly diversified cases 

which have been determined constructive of those laws : the custom g£~mef 

chants is, indeed, universally decided by a jury of commercial men; and by a 

tribunal so conversant with mercantile relations, such points will always be 
best adjudged. Questions may nevertheless occur, participating both of law and 

fact, in which the court and jury may be said to hold a divided jurisdiction; 
and under such circumstances it may be necessary to know those cases which 

have been previously settled, and in what degree legal analogies approximate to 

the subject in litigation.

The Author has selected his materials from the enactments of the legisla¬ 

ture, and the reporters and commercial writers of the mostacknowlcdged authority. 
He has freely availed himself of the voluminous library of the lawyer, and the 

assistance of mercantile men ; together with that great mass of information 

which the increased commerce of this country has produced during the last 

twenty years of the eighteenth century, and which has never yet been presented 

to the Public in such a systematic form, as reduces the general result of this com¬ 

bined intelligence into moderate compass, and adapting it to the use of the 

counting house, as well as to the library of the Statesman and Scholar.

His
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His arrangement he conceives to be the best calculated for perspicuous 

communication and practice; the form of a Dictionary suggested itself as 

calculated to the end proposed : this mode has also the additional advantage of 

enabling him to treat more copiously on subjects of greater comparative interest. 

Hence it may perhaps be found, that the important heads of Bankruptcy, 
Bills of Exchange, Customs, Excise, Exports, Imports, Insurance, 

Law of Nations, Navigation, Plantations, and Shipping, are an 

incorporation of complete systems; for the length of which the compiler knows 
he needs no apology to his professional, and he trusts his commercial readers 

will not require any.

Having premised thus much, he ventures before that tribunal from whose 

judgment there is no appeal, conscious that his intention has been good and 

his researches have been indefatigable.

PRELIMINARY



 



PRELIMINARY ESSAY.

Wh e n this globe was created with a variety of soil and climate, and became peopled with 
inhabitants whose capacities and propensities were yet more various, a solid and lasting founda¬ 
tion was laid, by mutual wants and mutual necessities, for an exchange of the productions of 
nature ani of art; and by these means a sort of equilibrium was established between the de¬ 
mands and superfluities of nations and of individuals.

For the history of commerce in ancient times, materials are not only few in number, but 
deficient in that authenticity and accuracy which in all commercial or statistical inquiries consti¬ 
tute their principal value. One general conclusion is however to be formed, and that with as great 
aTteg4^cof certainty as any other deduced from the history of mankind, namely, that those spots 
of the eartrNn which commerce or the arts have settled for a time, have uniformly become 
rich, powerful, aiYd luxurious ; and that the pride and indolence which attend wealth, aided 
by the envy and energy of those who wish to participate in it, have constantly removed the 
famed seats of commerce and arts to other regions. From Babylon, Tyre, Carthage, and Pal¬ 
myra, to Venice, Genoa, Lisbon, and the Low Countries, we learn the same lesson, and see an 

uniformity of effect, that removes every thing problematical with respect to uniformity of 
cause.

Leaving, then, the commerce of the ancient world in that obscurity in which distance of time 
and want of information have involved it, let us take a rapid survey of the rise and progress of 
wealth in this country, the materials for which are not quite so scanty, and are more immedi¬ 
ately'connected with the causes of the striking prosperity which it at this moment enjoys. From 
the vicissitudes of other commercial nations, let us learn caution : from the history of our 
own, let us endeavour to ascertain the means by which prosperity lias been attained, how it 
may be still farther augmented, and rendered more permanent than in any case of which we 
have hitherto had an example.

Most nations upon record that rose to eminence and wealth by commerce, were merchants and 
carriers for others, rather than the manufacturers of those articles in which they dealt. It 
is true, that manufactures and commerce always go more or less linked in the same chain; but 
it is equally true, that in no great nation has the proportion which the productive industry of 
the people bore to the mercantile, been so great as in England. This is a circumstance or the 
most agreeable nature, as the mere carrying trade may be destroyed or turned from its channels 
■by wars, treaties, or new alliances, while that portion of trade which is founded on internal 
industry, and superiority of manufactures, is secure from all such capricious or eventual de¬ 
struction.

h As



X PRELIMINARY ESSAY.

As this country produces almost all the necessaries of life, or the materials of which they are 
composed, in times when luxury had made bat little progress, England had no great occasion 
for importing foreign produce or manufactures. Woollen cloth, linen, French and Rhenish 
wines, with a small quantity of the productions of the east, such as cinnamon and other 
spices, were the only articles worth mentioning that she imported, and Flanders alone sup¬ 
plied her with almost the whole. Her exports consisted of tin, lead, wool, and leather, in its 
raw state. Bat even then her exports exceeded in amount the imports, and left a balance, though 
small, in her favour. Corn was occasionally exported, but never to any great amount; and as it 
was sometimes imported, the average balance in favour of the country on that article was not 
considerable.

As the exports of England consisted of raw materials, and its imports in part of those very 
.materials manufactured by the Flemings, it had not then the smallest right toh^^Lj^iiimr 
a manufacturing or commercial nation. ^mm&t0^^^^^

The first and only merchants in Europe, previous to the crusades, were- established in Italy \ 
and the first merchants in England were Germans of the Steelyard in London. We had no 
shipping of our own until a little previous to the reign of Edward III. Ship-building and com¬ 
merce began then in the Cinque Ports, lying nearly opposite to France and Flanders "Lciward 
was the first of the English monarchs who, foreseeing the advantages of commerce and manu¬ 
factures, gave them encouragement and protection.

In those days the monarchs of Europe considered commerce as below their notice, and left 
the pursuit of it to the Hans-towns, -petty states, and free cities of Italy. The feudal system, 
which erected its standard all over Europe after therfall of the Western Empire, was of a nature 
extremely unfavourable to commerce. War, and civil or religious broils, occupied then exclu¬ 
sively the rulers of the human race ; and of this state of things, Sir William Temple says, with 
equal truth and propriety :

" The kingdoms and principalities were then like the noblemen and gentlemen in a country; 
" the free states and cities like merchants and traders : these at first despised by the others, the 
" others served and revered by them ; till, by the various course of events in the world, some 
" of the mercantile class grew rich and powerful by industry and parsimony, and some of the 
" others poor by war and luxury; which made the traders begin to take upon them and carry 
" it like gentlemen, and the gentlemen began to take a fancy of falling into trade. The great 
" monarc.hs'of Christendom for many centuries concerned themselves only in the trade of war ; 
" in the quarrels of the Holy Land ; in those between the pope and the emperors; and some- 
" times in the mighty wars between England and France, France and Spain, Christians and 
" Turks, kc. &c."

When Britain once found the gain that results from foreign trade, and became in some degree 
acquainted with the nature of manufactures, it discovered immediately those natural advantages 
which rendered it capable of carrying both to an extent superior to other nations, as com¬ 
merce had at all times flourished most either in islands, on the borders of the sea, or of navi¬ 
gable rivers. Hence trade and manufactures began to increase, though by slow degrees, till, 
by the discovery of America, and of a passage to the East Indies by the Cape of Good Hope, the 
ancient channels of commerce, and the projects and views of commercial men, became completely

changed,
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changed. The Mediterranean sea, to which the commerce of Europe had till then been chiefly 
confined, gave place in importance to the open ocean; and the making conquests or establishing 
colonies in the newly discovered countries, drew the minds of speculating and enterprising 
men to objects which at length connected commerce with projects of sufficient splendour to 
attract the attention of sovereigns and states of the first mngnitude.

Spain and Portugal had acquired such quantities of treasure from the conquests in the New 
World, that it was impossible for any monarch, wlio had the power, to withstand the temp¬ 
tation of making an effort to participate in such a mine of wealth. Fortunately for England it 
never discovered any mines of gold or silver, which only serve to gratify avarice, but banish 
industry. The possessions that fell to the lot of this country were all of such a nature as re¬ 

quired industry, and the establishment of manufactures and commerce, in order to reap from 
them those advantages with a view to which they had been sought after.

In addition to the enlivening influence of royal attention which Edward III. bestowed on 
commerce and manufactures, two circumstances tended greatly to the introduction of the latter 
into this kingdom. The first was the persecution exercised by the duke of Alva over the pro- 
testant Walloons, who, in seeking a place of refuge in which they might worship their Maker, 
agreeably to the tenets of their faith, and follow their industry in safety, brought over with 
them into England many of those arts which have greatly tended to the wealth of this country. 
The second was at a much later period of the same nature, when Lewis XIV. revoked the edict 
of Nantz, by which the protestants had been protected throughout the whole of his extensive 
dominions. On this occasion, another influx of industrious manufacturers arrived and settled in 
this country, which felt in a most astonishing manner the beneficial effects that resulted from a 
measure in itself so unjust and impolitic.

The manufacture of woollen cloth, which has become so great in this country, was so little 
known in the 14th century, that there is in Rymer's Fcedera, page 496, the copy of a letter of 
protection from Edward III. for John Kemp, of Flanders, a woollen cloth weaver, who came 
over to exercise his trade in England, and to teach such of our people as might incline to learn 
it; the king taking the said Kemp, with his servants, apprentices, goods and chattels, into his 
royal protection, and promising the same to all others of his occupation, as also to all dyers and 
fullers who should incline to come and settle in England. Thus was that acorn deposited from 
which has sprung the great oak. In the year 1331, in consequence of this encouragement, no 
less than 70 Walloon families, in the woollen manufacture, came over to settle under similar 
circumstances with John Kemp, and favoured by similar protection.

Nothing is more difficult than to ascertain the amount of mercantile transactions in early times, 
and compare them with those of the present day ; but it appears that at the period above-men¬ 
tioned a vessel of 40 tons burthen was considered in England as above the ordinary size, and a 
Genoese vessel of great size and value, loaded with East India goods, of a precious nature, was 
valued at 14,300 marks, which is equal to about 26,700!. of our present money.

Four years after the introduction of the first woollen weaver from Flanders into this country, 
an act of parliament was passed to prevent the exportation of the raw material (wool), and 
holding out protection and encouragement to all cloth workers who should come from foreign

b 2 parts.
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parts. By another act, all persons other than the king, queen, and royal family were prohibited 
from wearing any cloth that was not manufactured within the realm. The importation of foreign 
cloth was also forbidden on pain of forfeiture and other punishment. But so zealous were 
the weavers of our own coarse cloths of the introduction of better workmen from abroad that, 
in I344» a London mob, principally composed of and instigated by them, insulted and maltreated 
the foreign weavers, so that they could not carry on their business in security ; and warrants 
were issued by the king to the mayor and sheriffs to imprison the ringleaders in the jail of 
Newgate.

It may not be improper just to mention, by way of contrasting these times with the present 
day, that when there were not an hundred good wool weavers in all England, there were thirty 
thousand students at the University of Oxford. This fact is curious, and it is by no means im¬ 
probable that many of our numerous weavers at the present day can read and write better, and 
i;re men of more extensive knowledge than many of those students who made learning their 
only employment.

Some idea of the towns in England at that time, and of their relative population and import¬ 
ance, may be formed from the requisition made to furnish armed men to support the war carry¬ 
ing on against France.

London i ooo Men. Leicester
Norwich - I20 Shaftesbury
Bristol 60 Baldock

Coventry - 40 Huntingdon
Oxford

-

Ludlow

Shrewsbury Abingdon
Hereford - Bedford
St. Edmondsbury > each 30 Rochester
Winchester Maidstone
Salisbury - Barnstaple
Exeter Honiton
Northampton 25 Froome
Cambridge -

Taunton
Glocester - Stafford
Worcester

each ao
Warwick

Reading Devizes
Chichester Birmingham
Bodmyn Bridgewater
St. Alban's ) Bradford
Wilts \ each 15 Dorchester
Lancaster

j each 12 Men. 
1

? each io

1

j> each from 2 to 10

Manchester,
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Manchester, Liverpool, Hull, Newcastle, and many other considerable towns, are not men¬ 
tioned at ail. As York, a greater place than almost any that is mentioned except London, is 
not noticed, probably there was some composition made in money or otherwise; but so far as 
the towns are rated, it may be considered as a rule for estimating their relative degree of im¬ 
portance.

With respect to shipping and naval importance, the following curious facts will give some 
idea.

The fleet lying before Calais in 1347 consisted of 738 English ships, carrying 20 men each; 
15 ships from Bayonne and Guienne, with 30 men in each ; from Spain 7 ships, with 26 men in 
each ; 14 ships from Flanders, with 10 men in each ; one from Ireland, and one from Guelder- 
land, with 25 men in each : making in all 15,781 mariners, 14,956 of whom were English, 25 
Irish, and the remainder foreign seamen.

Of the great number of English ships, 25 only belonged to king Edward, and they were 
smaller than the others, carrying only 17 men each. The other vessels were furnished by the 
different sea-ports,- something in the manner of a marine militia. In the Cottonian library there 
still exists a list of the quotas furnished by the different sea-ports, on which list Yarmouth is 
the first*

Ships. Men. Ships.
Great Yarmouth 4*1 - /9°5 Weymouth 20

Fowey 47 - /770 Southampton 20

Dartmouth 31 - 757 Lynn 19

London 25 - 662 Newcastle 17
Bristol 24 - 608 Hull 16

Plymouth 26 - 603 Harwich 14
Shoreham 26 - 5*5 Ipswich * 12

Hythe 25 - 419 Scarborough - 1

Sandwich 22 York 1

Dover 21 Wrangel 1

Winchelsea 21 Mersey 1

By comparing the number of men furnished by London for the army, and the number of 
ships, it is clear that it was greater as a city than as a place of trade ; this is farther corroborated 
by the circumstance that a plague which raged in London at that time, carried off above 50,000 

persons, who were buried in a ground called Pardon Church-yard, where the Charter-house now 
stands.

Grants made by parliament to enable the king to carry on the war were reckoned by sacks 
of wool, and frequently paid in that commodity ; and when the kings were under great pe¬ 

cuniary embarrassments, they sometimes put the wool of the country in requisition, and sold it 
to raise money-

By

1
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By a record in the exchequer, it appears that in the year 1534 the foreign trade of Englmd
was a:, under:

Exports from England to all parts, reduced to money of the present day 
Imports

Balance in our favour - - £• 766,000
This balance in favour of England is very great in proportion to the whole amount of the 

trade. It nearly all arose from the articles of wool, wool-fels, lead, tin, and leather ; for though 
the exportation of wool had been forbidden, with a view to encourage the working it into 
cloth at home, yet the necessities of the state compelled the king to permit the continuance of 
that practice, on account of a duty that had, by a strange inconsistency, not been repealed, 
when its exportation was prohibited. Another evident reason was, that by the introduction of a 
few workmen only, it was impossible in ten or a dozen years to be able to convert all the raw 
material into a manufactured article, so that exportation must inevitably continue.

The imports consisted at that time chiefly in fine cloths, wine, wax, groceries, and some 
fine linen.

The whole of the customs amounted then to the sum of 246,0001. (present money) of which 
the duties on imports made only 1,741b a proof that the system of encouraging trade, as since 
practised, was little understood, as the duties on exports amounted to about 30 per cent, while 
those on imports did not amount to above five.

It is plain from the above statement, that however unimportant our manufactures might 
be in respect to the supply of foreigners, all wants at home were provided for by the coun¬ 
try itself, 1831 fine cloths, of the value of 181. each, being the only manufactured article im¬ 
ported.

A society of merchants arose about this time, called the Brotherhood of St. Thomas a Becket, 
out of which sprung the company k£ Merchants Adventurers; and Wheeler, the secretary to that 
company, asserts in a publication (1601) that so far back as the year 1358, the Brother¬ 
hood received ample privileges from Louis count of Flanders, for fixing their house or 

staple at Bruges; and as those merchants did not deal in the raw material, but in manufac¬ 
tured cloth, the rapid progress made in the weaving art in England, even at first, is abundantly 
evident.

These were, in a commercial view, the infant days of England ; but in warlike glory they have 
never been excelled. The battle of Cressy, the conquest of some of the fairest provinces of 
France, and the captivity of its monarch, were the atchievements of the brave Edward and 
his son.

The wealth that follows commerce, and the want that follows war, are strongly exemplified 
by the history of this brilliant period. Isabella of France married to the king of England, with 
a portion or dowry equal to 6000I. while Viscompte duke of Milan gave with his daughter to 
Lionel duke of Clarence 200,000 crowns, or about 90,0001. Milan was a place of trade for 
Italy and Flanders then nearly monopolized the whole commerce of Europe.

Regulations in favour of the herring fishery and fair at Yarmouth were made at the same

time,

£. 883,000 
117,000
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time, and it is astonishing to think how much attention a monarch engaged in such desperate 
and glorious wars bestowed on commerce, and how well directed he was in his views on the 
subject, considering the ignorance of the times in which he lived.

This period is remarkable for a triumph obtained by the mercantile interest over that of 
piratical depredators. Denmark had for 500 years been the terror not only of England, but 
of all the countries in the south of Europe ; but now the associated Hanseatic league, composed 
entirely of commercial cities, and which had for some years been at war with Waldemar III. 
king of Denmark, drove him out of his kingdom, took the castle of Copenhagen, and made 
prisoners numbers of the Danish nobility.

In the History of the Hanseatic League, written by Werdinhagen, it is stated that 64 cities 
and towns contributed annually 2069 dollars, for the ordinary expencesof the confederacy. In 
the annals of trade and commerce, this is too curious and interesting a document to be en¬ 

tirely omitted. Lubec and Cologne paid 100 dollars each, Hamburg 80, Dantzig 80, Bremen 
60, and the others various sums from 10 to 50 dollars each.

Besides the towns that had directly entered into the league, there were a great number con- 
sidered as aliens, which probably contributed to the general expenditure on extraordinary oc¬ 
casions, such as the Avar with Denmark.

The settling balances between merchants in different countries becoming more difficult as 
commerce advanced, bills of exchange were invented, as a means of adjustment between indivi¬ 
duals ; but in the beginning of the 15th century, transactions of this sort were so un¬ 
common, that Henry IV. granted leave to Philip d'Albertis, a rich Lombard merchant, residing in 
London, to give a bill of exchange (literam cambii) on his partners abroad for 2,500 marks sterling, 
to the bishop of Bath and Wells, or his attornies, on condition that neither the said gold received 
for the bill of exchange, nor any other gold or silver, either in bullion or coin, be transported 
beyond sea, under colour of that licence, upon pain of forfeiting all the money so trans¬ 
ported.

Though in the example given of the amount of the exports and imports, the balance of trade 
was then greatly in favour of England, yet in future times the matter was otherwise.

In 1470, seven Spanish ships laden with iron, wines, fruits, wool, &c. being taken by some 
English vessels, the following terms were demanded as an indemnity for the vessels and 
cargoes:

One ship of 100 tons £.107 ioj. sterling.
One do. 70 do. 70
One do. 120 do. 110

One do. 110 do. 140

One do. 40 do. 70
One do. no do. *5o
One do. 120 do. 180

They valued on oath these commodities as under :
Iron - £.4 10/. per ton 
Spanish wool 4 per sack 
Bourdeaux wine 5 per tun.

Commerce

■f
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Commerce was sometimes encouraged by the kings of England, and sometimes oppressed, as 
were all arts and trades, so that they advanced but slowly, particularly during the civil wars, 
and other evils with which England was afflicted. Regulations, however, were made to pre¬ 
vent frauds in the manufacturing of cloth, and other articles of importance ; which shows that, as 
far as they understood how to accomplish the end, the legislature and government of the 
country sought to protect and improve trade and commerce.

The Hanseatic league, of which, as a commercial phenomenon, we have had occasion to speak, 
was first humbled by the Dutch, and its importance declining, the subscribers (for it was 
merely a subscription entered into for mutual interest and protection) fell off. It remained at 
its zenith about 70 years, and was of considerable power and importance for a still longer 
period, but has constantly since been on the decline; and though the cities are flourishing still, 
nothing remains of the league but the name, and the remembrance of what it once was.

A solid foundation was certainly laid for the manufactures of England, at a very early 
period; but without foreign commerce, manufactures can never come to any great perfection 
in a country ; and had it not been for the discovery of the continent and islands of America, 
our commerce never could have attained any thing equal to its present magnitude, 
as the whole theatre of the Old World did not afford the means of such vast extension and 
superiority.

The influx of the precious metals from South America, rendered a metallic circulating 
medium more abundant than it had till then been, so that barter ceased to be almost the sole 
mode of transacting sales and purchases on the great scale. This circumstance was a great aid 
to the extension of commerce, for though barter is a profitable and convenient mode of dealing 
when all circumstances suit, yet the situations under which such transactions can take place are 
-not very frequent.

The discoveries of printing, of gunpowder, the mariner's compass, and the New World, al¬ 
tered almost completely the circumstances of mankind, and the situation of nations with respect 
to each other. The Mediterranean Sea, and the cities on its coasts, now lost that pre-eminence 
over the rest of the world, which they had till then enjoyed.

During the reign of Henry VIII. a riot took place in London (1518) on account of the num¬ 
ber of foreign workmen, artists, and merchants, who resided in and about the metropolis; it 
consisted of servants, apprentices, priests, and watermen. The complaints against foreigners, 
says Hall in his History of Henry, were, " That such numbers of them were employed as arti- 
" ficers, that the English could get no work. That the English merchants had little to do by 
" reason that the merchant-strangers bring in all silks, cloths of gold, wine, oil, iron, &c. that 
" no man almost buyeth of an Englishman ; they also export so much wool, tin, and lead, that 
" English adventurers can have no living. That foreigners compass the city round about in 
" Southwark, Westminster, Temple-bar, Holborn, St. Martin's-le-Grand, St. John's-street, Ald- 
"

gate, Tower-hill, and St. Catherine's; and they forestall the market, so that no good thino- 
" cometh for them to the market, which are the causes that Englishmen want and starve 
" while foreigners live in abundance and pleasure. That the Dutchmen bring over iron tim- 
" ber, and leather ready manufactured, and nails, locks, baskets, cupboards, stools, tables,

" chests,
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" chests, girdles, saddles, and painted cloths." The conclusion from this is evidently, that the 
foreigners were either more expert or more industrious than the English themselves, and not 
being free of the city, crowded round it in every quarter.

In 1530, the city of London obtained a decree of the star-chamber, representing and setting 
forth—

1. " That the realm is over-run with foreign manufactures. 
. 2. " That foreigners export bacon, cheese, powdered beef, mutton, &c. whereby great por- 

W tions of corn, victual, he bred within the country, are consumed."
Dr. Tucker said, " That this and the like proceedings and persecutions were the occasion 

" that many foreigners withdrew from us, and that the woollen manufactures declined, 
" foreign cloth being sold cheaper than our own ; the nation grew thinner of people, and pro- 
*' visions not selling so well, the proprietors turned much land into sheep walks, for supplying 
*' the Netherlands with wool."

It is certain, that about this time many regulations were made, and heavy penalties 
enacted for those who should convert corn lands into pasturage, and against decaying houses for 
husbandry or villages. Whenever penalties of a severe nature are enacted it is a pre¬ 
sumption that the thing they are intended to prevent exists, though perhaps it is not an 
evil.

Henry VIII. was a monarch who did not understand commercial affairs j besides which, the 
despotism exercised by Wolsey in his name was sufficient to prevent any great progress from 
being made in it. Monopolies were then given sometimes by royal authority and sometimes by 
act of parliament, to the very great detriment of general trade. Of this a very flagrant in¬ 
stance occurs respecting the manufacture of coverings for beds in the city of York. It was 

represented in a petition from that city, " that the handicrafts in that city had formerly sub- 
" sisted chiefly by the manufacture of coverlets or coverings for beds, but that of late years 
" sundry evil disposed persons, apprentices, not expert in the business, had withdrawn them- 
" selves into the country, where, residing in villages, they intermeddled in the said craft, mak- 
" ing coverlets of bad materials and of an improper size, which they hawked about and sold at 
i: private houses, &c." The act passed in consequence of this petition forbade the manufacture to 
ail but those residing in the city of York.

In the 2d and 3d of Edward VI. laws to prohibit forestalling and combinations of workmen 
to raise wages, &c. were made. A clause was also added, permitting all workmen relating to 
building of houses to carry on their trade in corporate towns or wherever they might think fit. 
This last part of the act was however repealed at the request of the city of London, which 
being the king's chamber and most ancient city of the realm, and subject to great expences in 
paying taxes, tallages, scot and lot, &c. set forth that the permission given would be 
hurtful to it, and was unjust. Though London only petitioned for itself, the repeal was 

general.
Many excellent regulations were made to prevent the practice of frauds in manufactur¬ 

ing, dying, stretching, measuring and selling of cloth, appointing overseers, and enacting penal¬ 
ties, Sec.

% Mr.



xviii PRELIMINARY ESSAY.

Mr. Anderson, in his elaborate and instructive History of Commerce, speaking of this period 
(1552), says, " The time was now come when the eyes of the English nation were opened 10 the 
" folly of suffering the house or college of German merchants, called the Steelyard, so long to 
" enjoy advantages in the duty or custom of exported English cloths, far beyond what the English 
w enjoyed themselves."

These factors at the Steelyard, who principally traded with Antwerp and Hamburgh, in gei 
set whatever price they pleased both on exports and imports, and having the command of ail 
the markets, with a joint stock, they broke all other merchants. Upon these considerations 
the Merchant Adventurers made pressing remonstrances to king Edward's privy council. rl iiey 
accused the Hanseatic towns, and particularly Dantzic, of defrauding the customs by importing 
goods in their own name, which belonged to others who^were not entitled to the same immuni¬ 
ties, and of corrupting, by presents, the custom-house officers. The report stated, that while 
in the preceding year all the English merchants together had only exported 1,100 cloths, they 
alone had exported 44,000. Various other grievances, perhaps not so real, were enumerated, 
and upon due and mature consideration, and hearing the defence made by the foreign merchants, 
the result was, that the king and his council were of opinion that the Hanseatic towns pretended 
to privileges which, by the laws of this kingdom, they could not possess, having no sufficient 
corporation to receive the same. That these pretended privileges did not extend to any persons 
or towns certain, and therefore it was uncertain to what towns or persons the privileges should be 
extended, so that the immunities claimed had no limit or bounds, and that supposing the said 
privileges were real, they had been forfeited. It was farther answered by the council, that when 
these immunities were granted, and for 100 years afterwards, the persons so favoured carried on 

only a direct trade between England and their own countries; whereas then they had become ge¬ 
neral carriers, dealing in all articles with all nations. Other reasons respecting reciprocal treatment 
of English merchants were also given, and the council decreed that the privileges, liberties and fran¬ 
chises claimed by the said merchants of the Steelyard should be and remain seized afid resumed 
in the king's hand, until the merchants should maintain their claim upon better grounds, pre¬ 
serving, nevertheless, to the said merchants full liberty of coming into England and trafficking in as 
ample a manner as any other merchant strangers. Such was the beneficial effect to our mer¬ 

chants of this wise measure, that the year after the English merchants shipped off 40,000 cloths 
for Flanders.

There could be no stronger instance of the evil effects of exclusive privileges and monopoly 
than this ; nevertheless, queen Mary, on her marriage with the emperor's son in 1554 re¬ 
instated the company in all its rights; but finding that the customs fell off, and the trade of her 
subjects was injured, the rights were again revoked. Perhaps the influence of the queen's hus¬ 
band had fallen off as much as the customs in her ports; for as she was not guided by reason or 

justice in renewing the privilege, it is not absolutely necessary to find her supported by either 
on the occasion of her revoking them.

It was during this reign that the first commerce with the Russians commenced, and the Ru- ' 
Company was established, to which the Czar John Basilowitz granted great advantages An

attempt
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attempt was made to trade with India by the river Duina, Wologda, and the Caspian Sea, but it 
proved too tedious and expensive.

The advantages of commerce had begun to be felt and understood when queen Elizabeth 
mounted the throne, and, treading in the steps of Edward III. she no sooner began to reign than 
her attention was turned to commerce, and by one charter confirmed all the former, charters 
granted to the Merchant Adventurers of England.

The manufactures of hosiery, cutlery, glass, and many others of inferior importance, begun in 
this country about the same time. Fisheries now began to meet with solid encouragement, and 
prohibitions or heavy duties were laid on the importation of such articles as rivalled our home 
manufiictures. One act prohibits the importation of girdles, rapiers, knives, sheaths, hilts 
pummels, lockets, chapes, scabbards, horse furniture, gloves, points, leather, and laces and 
pins of all kinds. The woollen manufacture met with protection proportioned to its import¬ 
ance, and England advanced rapidly, the balance, which had so frequently been against her, be¬ 
coming now decidedly and fixed in her favour.

The true principles of commerce were promulgated and put in practice in the very beginning of 
queen Elizabeth's reign, and many acts were passed that laid a solid foundation tor commercial 
prosperity.

By a law made in 1563, entitled Constitutions for the Maintenance of the Navy, &c. 
herrings and other fish, caught on our coasts, are permitted to be exported duty free : no fo¬ 
reign ships allowed to carry goods coastwise from one port to another, and wines and woad 
permitted to be imported from France in English ships only. In the infancy of commerce it was 

impossible to fix on better modes for encouraging fisheries, manufactories, and navigation. In a 

more advanced state of things the same regulations might neither be necessary nor practicable, as 

the swaddling clothes of the infant would only encumberwithout strengthening thefullgrown man; 
but at a time when foreigners, by means of superior capital and knowledge of business, could carry 

every thino- before them, such protective and encouraging laws were essential to the well being 
of this country as a commercial nation. Monopolies and exclusive privileges existed from the 
earliest times, and they originated in a desire of the sovereign to participate in the profits of 
trade, without either entering into the risqucs or the partnership ; but early in Elizabeth's reign 
we find a patent given on the principle on which such instruments are granted even in the pre¬ 
sent day ; we also find that beacons or sea marks were instituted at this time, on very judicious 
plans, in order to prevent vessels at sea from being shipwrecked on the coast. It was at this period 
that the cruelties of the duke of Alva produced such destruction in the Netherlands, and trans¬ 
ferred the best of their manufactures, together with a prodigious capital, to England and other 
places. Meterani says, in his Historia Bc/gica, book 3d, that after the duke had hanged, be¬ 
headed, and burned such numbers, yet so many fled to find shelter and bread in foreign parts, 
carrying thither their arts and manufactures, hitherto scarcely known but in the Netherlands, 
that the decayed cities of Canterbury, Norwich, Sandwich, Colchester, Maidstone, South¬ 
ampton, and many others, were filled with manufacturers of woollen, linen, silk, &c. It was 
then that Norwich learned to manufacture tho'sc light stuffs for which it has ever since been 
famous.

c 2 The
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The persecution and banishment of the Moors from Spain co-operated with the cruelties of 
the duke of Alva, in fixing the cloth manufactory in England; not that the Moors emigrated 
and settled in this country as the Flemings did, but that Spain, which had been a famous country 
for manufactures, never recovered the blow, and has gone on declining year by year ever since 
that cruel, unjustifiable, and impolitic measure.

At the beginning of the reign of queen Elizabeth the customs were farmed at 14,000!. a 
year by Sir Thomas Smith; she raised them first to 42,000!. and at last to 50,000b still letting 
them to Sir Thomas Smith.

The navy of France in the time of that great king.Henry IV. consisted of six or eight ships 
of war at Brest and Rochelle, and 20 gallies in the Mediterranean, and queen Elizabeth as¬ 
signed the sum of 8970I. yearly for the repairs of her fleet ! !

The rising greatness of English merchants and manufacturers did not pass without ex¬ 
citing jealousy on the continent, particularly amongst the members of the Hanscatic league, 
who, like all declining but wealthy bodies, beheld with contempt the changes of circumstances 
that had taken place, and acted with their former insolence when they had no longer their former 
power. In i5oi,Thuanus (lib. 100) relates, that a general assembly of the deputies of the Hans 
Towns was held at Lubec to treat of their rights and immunities, which they alleged the 
queen of England had daily endeavoured to impair, whereupon they sent letters to her majesty 
written with too much heat. The queen answered those letters in a contemptuous manner, 

telling them that though they had written to her with so little respect, yet she imputed it 
rather to their amanuensis than to themselves, at the same time letting them know how much 
she despised their menaces.

In the same year that the first voyage was made to India by sea, the Guinea company made their 
third voyage to the coast of Africa ; and a number of merchants returned from an expedition to 
India, whither they had been, going from Aleppo to Bagdat, from thence down "the Tigris to 
Ormus in the Persian Gulph, and again from thence to Goa. They found Venetian factories 
established at all those places, and experienced every sort of opposition from their resident 
factors that a rivalship in trade is apt to produce. After having visited Agra, Lahor, Bengal, 
Pegu, and Malacca, they returned by sea to Ormus, and from thence to Aleppo, by the same 
route. Much useful information was obtained by this journey over-land, preparatory to the sea 

voyage then just ready to take place.
In j 593, two of queen Elizabeth's ships joined in partnership with some merchant vessels, 

under the great but unfortunate Sir Walter Raleigh. Their first exploit was capturing a large 
Biscayner of 600 tons burthen; they next forced on shore on the Azores a large East-India, 
carrack, which they burned ; after which they took the largest of all the East-India carracks, 
of 1600 tons, 700 men, and 36 brass guns, laden with silk, drugs, spices, calicoes, gold, pearls, 
china ware, ebony, &c. valued in all at 150,000!. The prize was brought to Dartmouth, and 
divided amongst the adventurers, of whom the queen was the principal.

In 1596, in order to divert or anticipate the hostile designs of the king of Spain, Elizabeth 
sent out 126 ships of war, 17 of which only were her own ; the remainder were hired, which 
proves the mercantile navy to have then been considerable. This fleet, accompanied by 24

Dutch
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Dutch ships, sailed under the command of the earl of Essex and lord admiral Howard. Much 
booty was brought home by it, together with two galleons, and 100 brass cannon : eleven of 
the best Spanish ships were destroyed; and in all, the loss to Spain was estimated at 20,000,000' 
of ducats.

The Hans-towns and imperial interest uniting together, and finding a mortal struggle existed 
between them and the queen of England, joined with Spain, and the English Merchant Adven¬ 
turers were expelled from all parts of the German empire. This decided step was taken with a 
view to induce the queen to renew the privileges of the Steelyard merchants; but the queen, as 
resolute as she was right in her policy, after refusing and giving her reasons, in 1597 directed 
a commission to the lord mayor and sheriffs of London, ordering them to shut up the house in¬ 
habited by the merchants belonging to the Hans-towns at the Steelyard in London, and at the same time 
ordered all the German merchants in England to quit her dominions on the same day that the English 
•were obliged to quit Siaden.

An East-India company was first established at this time (1600) in shares of 50I. each, on the 
last day of the century, and with a capital of 72,000!. The first fleet consisted of

1 ship of 600 tons. 
1 — 300
n 200

i — 13°
Total tonnage - . - ij330 tons..
Men 480 
Value -----£. 27,000

Such was the beginning of that great establishment which this day is possessed of such exten¬ 
sive territories and immense revenues in India!!!

In the year 1601, the Germans offered again to admit English merchants into their country; 
and were themselves afterwards admitted here ; but there never was the smallest question of 
renewing the privileges.

When Elizabeth died in 1603, the English commerce and manufactures sustained a great loss. 
Her successor James, by uniting in his person the sovereignty of the whole island, was indeed 
the means of laying a more solid foundation than ever to the prosperity of the country; but he 
understood little of commercial affairs, and was not well aware of the advantages that result 
from a proper attention to such objects. The new monarch, however, intended well, and so 
far as he knew encouraged commerce. The Levant or Turkey company, of which the charter 
had expired, was renewed in 1605, on a better and more permanent plan than before. Com¬ 
panies were established the following year to trade to North America ; the one was called the 
South Virginia Company, and the other the London Adventurers; and also a third, called the- 
Plymouth Adventurers; to which three companies the trade of North America was parcelled out. 
A company was also established in order to discover a north-west passage, in consequence of 
which, captain Hudson, after various attempts to find both a north-west and north-east passage, 
discovered the bay to which he gave his name.

r " In
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In 1613, m consequence of complaints made of the decrease of the exportation of English 
woollen goods, an order was made for taking an account of the exports and imports of all 
England, to ascertain the balance, and on which side it lay : (see Circle of Commerce, published 
1623, p. 121, by Mr. Misselden, an eminent merchant.)

Exports to all parts, from Christmas 1612 to Christmas 1613 - £. 2,090,640 
Customs on those goods - 86,794 
Impost paid outwards on woollens, tin, lead, and pewter - - 10,000
Gains of merchants, freight, and petty charges .... 300,000

Total - - £. 2,487,434 
Imports, consisting of silks, gold and silver stuffs, wines, linen, &c. 

• including customs thereon, - - - - . . . 2,141,151

Balance in favour of England - - £. 346,283

The total customs outwards this year, as before stated, amounted to - £. 86,794
Total inwards . .

. 61,280

Total customs -

. £• 148,074

Of this the port of London produced—Duties outwards - - . 61,32*
Ditto inwards 48,250

Total customs, London, --*-£. 109572

At this time (1614) the Russia company sent 13 ships to Greenland; the weollen manufactory 
at the same time received a great improvement, by dying the wool instead of the cloth as here¬ 
tofore, so that mixed cloths could be manufactured from that time forward. 

The shipping of England this year was as under:
To Portugal and Andalusia - - . . 20 snipS> 

Bourdeaux, ships and barks - - - 60 

Hamburgh, &c. by merchant adventurers - 35 
Dantzig, Koningsberg, &c. - - . ^0 
Norway ....... ^
Naples, Genoa, Leghorn, Marseilles, &c. - 50

200

be Newcastle coal-trade at that time employed 40c sail, one half of which was for London 
ancSthe rest for other ports in England.

The Iceland fishery employed 120 ships and barks. 
The Newfoundland fishery j 50 ditto.

The
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The Innumerable privileges and regulations enacted by king James, which were neither made 
with the same wisdom, nor adhered to with the same constancy, as those of his great predecessor, 
did not, it appears, produce any beneficial effect, for great complaints were made of the decay 
of our home manufactures, particularly those of woollen stuffs j and the exportations and im¬ 
portations of the year 1622 stood as follows :

Total exports £. 2,320,436
Total imports - - - - 2,619,315

Balance against England - £. 298,879

King James made great and repeated efforts to introduce the production of silk into this 
country, but all his pains to promote the growth of mulberry trees and of silk worms turned 
out to little purpose: Nature did not favour the undertaking.

It was about this time that some plants of the sugar-cane were transplanted from the Brazils 
to the West Indies, and laid the foundation of the greatest branch of trade that this country 
now enjoys. The tobacco trade also was increasing, as the culture of that herb advanced in 
America, and the taste for its use prevailed more and more amongst European nations. It is 
an observation that must occur to every one conversant with the present and the ancient state 
of things, that three of the greatest branches of foreign trade arise from tea, sugar, and tobacco, 
the consumption of which articles was totally unknown a few centuries ago, and even within 
one century was very inconsiderable.

Though the increasing population in America and the other colonies was going on, and 
thereby laying a foundation -for the augmentation of trade, yet the necessities of the king, and 
his unsteady conduct, prevented him from giving it that aid and support which it required.

The royal navy is now, and always must bear some natural proportion to the mercantile navy 
of the country; it is therefore illustrative of the situation as to extent of trade, to see what 
scale it was upon at different periods.

In 1640, 41, and 42, as appears from a work printed at the time, the expence of equipments 
voted by parliament was as under :

Ten king's ships, and ten merchant ships, employed in the narrow seas,
during the year - 1640 - £. 57,592 4 6

Ordinary of the navy same year - - - - 27,122 3 9

Ditto 1641 .... 27,610 3 4

Ditto 1642 .... 21,056 11 6
Other expences under a variety of heads - 170,586 4 3

£-3°3>967 7 4

Which divided by 3, the number of years, gives less than io2,oool. for the annual expenditure 
of the British navy i 60 years ago.

The first monies levied by the parliament in 1643, without the consent and authority of the king, 
were by an ordinance for raising a sum of 1,773,600b One of the means by which this was to

be
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be raised, was fij doubling the Sum for becoming a free mernber.of the society of Merchant Ad- 
Venturers, and of the Turkey Company, so that the republican spirit that broke forth at that 
period, laid its hand heavy on commerce at its first outset. A tax of'id. a pound on our planta¬ 
tion tobacco, and one on beer and ale, calling it by the name excise, a term till then unused, was 
also introduced. As the authority of parliament only extended over certain counties, the king 
in his own.defence hid on similar duties in that portion of England that was under his 
authority.

In observing that the parliament began its career in laying a very heavy hand on trade, it is 
but fair to remark, that three years afterwards, in order to encourage the colonies of Virginia, 
Barbados, Bermudas, and other places, the duties on exports to those parts were taken off on the 
proper certificates being made, and security given that the goods were to be exported for the 
use of the said colonies. Provided always, that the same plantations do not suffer any of their 
produce to be loaded for foreign parts, in any other than British bottoms, under forfeiture of the 
said exemption from customs. " Hereby," says Anderson, in his History of Commerce, " the

foundation was laid for the navigation acts afterwards, which may be justly termed the com- 
" mercial palladium of Britain." This was only, however, a temporary regulation for 
three years; but king Charles II. after the restoration, by the acts of navigation, adopted, ex- 
tcS^lcd, and rendered permanent the same policy.

The parliament also prohibited the exportation of English wool, so that the woollen cloth 
manufactory flourished greatly. Spain had entirely lost lier superiority in that staple commo¬ 
dity, and France had just begun to make vigorous efforts to rival this country, Holland, and 
the Netherlands. The manufacture of cloth at Sedan was established at this time; and while 
we allow the vast extent of our manufactures, and in general our superiority over the French, 
it is to be confessed that the article of fine broad cloth is carried to greater perfection at Sedan 
and Louviers, in France, than it is in this country, even to the present day.

The parliament, in the year 1650, made another excellent regulation in favour of our naviga¬ 
tion and commerce, enacting that no merchandize, either of Asia, Africa, or America, should 
be imported into England, in any but English built ships, and belonging either to English or 

English plantation subjects, navigated also by an English commander, and three-fourths of the 
crew English ; excepting, however, such merchandizes as should be imported directly from the 
original place of their growth or manufacture in Europe solely. Moreover, no fish should be im¬ 
ported into England or Ireland, nor exported from foreign parts, nor even from one of our home- 
ports to another, but what shall be caught by our own fishers only. This was the first form in which 
the navigation act, &c. was legally enacted and confirmed in 1660. The first effect of this act 
was the diminution of the Dutch carrying trade, as they had hitherto been the carriers for all 
Europe. The violent war that broke out with that republic in Cromwell's time, was the second 

consequence it produced ; but since then it has had the happiest effects on this country.
One of the conditions of the peace which took place in 1654, was, that the ships of the Dutch 

as well ships of war as others, should strike their flag, and lower their topsail, on meeting any of the 
ships of the English commonwealth at sea. This proves the advancement of the naval importance 
qf England.

Cromwell
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Cromwell concluded treaties of commerce with Portugal, Denmark, Sweden, and France, in 
1654 and 55, and in the following year took Jamaica from the Spaniards. 

The post-office all over England was at this time let out to farm for io,oool. a year. 
Thurloe, in his state papers, gives the budget, as it is now termed, of the year 1657, as follows :

Navy department jT. 994,500
Army in the three kingdoms * 1,132,489
Civil government - - 200,000

Total expencc - - £.2,326,989
Revenue.

Assessment of the three kingdoms 1,464,000 
Excise and customs estimated at 700,000 
Other revenues paid into the exchequer 198,000

2,362,000

Excess of revenue - £. 35>on
After the restoration, one of the first acts was the navigation act, amending, enlarging, and 

confirming the two that had been granted first by the parliament during the civil war, and after¬ 
wards by the commonwealth. Though king Charles was always involved in pecuniary embar¬ 
rassments, yet his accepting of the island of Bombay, in the East-Indies, instead of money, as a 
part portion with the princess Catherine of Portugal, proves, that he not only had well directed 
views in commerce, but good intentions.

In the arts at home, the manufacture of wire and that of dying scarlet were at this time intro¬ 
duced by Dutchmen. The making of clocks and watches, though long before known in Eng¬ 
land, only became of consequence about this period.

In 10*0'2, Dr. Davenant gives for our total trade the following statement : 

Exports to all parts - £.2,022,812
Imports - - 4,0\6,01Q

Balance against England - £. 1,993,207
This immense balance against this country was principally owing to the taste for French finery, 

which the return of the king and exiles that had lived with him on the continent introduced, as 
France alone was capable of manufacturing many articles of taste and luxury then on demand.

The great Colbert, in his zeal for the manufactures and trade of his country, went too far ; for the 
duties laid in France on the importation of foreign manufactures were so high as to be equivalent 
to a prohibition. This set the English and Dutch upon endeavouring to manufacture French arti¬ 
cles, finding that, as there was no reciprocal advantage on that commerce, they must pay for every 
thing in money. This introduced the toy trade, and the variety of ornamental manufactures 
which we have since carried to great perfection ; brocades, ribbons, gauzes, laces, hats, hard¬ 
wares, buttons, buckles, watches, leys, paper, &:c.

d In
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In 1668 a very wise and advantageous treaty of commerce was entered into between the 
king and the United Provinces of the Netherlands,

It was at this time that the revocation of the edict of Nantes sent over so many industrious artist: 
to this country, who arrived just in proper time to improve the manufactures which the impolitic 
prohibitions of Colbert had caused to be introduced amongst us. Thus the over great zeal for 
commerce of the minister planted various manufactures in this country, and the mistaken reli¬ 
gious zeal of the sovereign was the cause of bringing them to perfection.

The revolution which took place in the year 1688, establishing the laws and rights of the sub¬ 
ject on a solid footing, thereby settled the prosperity of England on a sure foundation. Since that 
glorious change, neither royal caprice, favour, nor money have procured either monopoly or ex¬ 
emption, in contradiction to the'general rights and interests of society, or to-the detriment of 
commerce.

The Bank of England, which was established in 1694, gave a facility and new spring to 
commerce, which has completely changed the nature of the relations of mercantile men, and 
given them a firm and fixed attitude unknown till its institution.

In speaking of commercial affairs, the way of barter, which was first practised, required mutual 
wants in the persons so exchanging the surplus of their commodities. In the second state of 
commerce, in which money, the measure of value on both sides, was always necessary, in order to 
finishing a transaction, the person purchasing required to possess the value of what he purchased: 
but with the aid of paper credit, commercial transactions are freed from that necessity. Money, 
by the aid of banks, starts up at will and when it is wanted ; by which means, provided a trans¬ 
action is in itself beneficial, and in the hands of men whose moral conduct and intelligence en¬ 
title them to confidence, it is seldom difficult to be obtained.

Before the revolution, the history of commerce is interesting in a high degree, on account of 
the difficulties which it laboured under. Sometimes it was highly protected, and would flourish 
or fade according to the conduct of government ; but since then, it has advanced almost en¬ 

tirely by the exertions of the individuals engaged in it. The arts want little more than pro¬ 
tection. Foreign commerce wants more; it wants encouragement, and measures taken to secure 
those connections abroad without which it cannot prosper.

The East India Company was soon after the revolution put upon its present footing; and 
though its importance has greatly, increased since, its privileges and charter were at that time 
arranged, nearly as they are at the present day.

The use of tea was introduced into this country in the end of the century, as that of coffee 
had been about 50 years before.

It would be deviating from the plan of this work to give an account of the commerce of this 
country from the beginning of the last century, since which time it has got into a regular train: 
a few leading circumstances only require notice.

The national debt, a thing totally unknown in the annals of mankind, has served as a reservoir 
for accumulating the wealth of the country, by which means immense sums laid out at common 

interest, though not realisable in toto by any human means, can be produced in cash in such pro¬ 

portions, on the shortest notice, so as to be brought to the assistance of commercial enterprise.
The
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The inventions for spinning cotton, for raising water, and working machinery by the fire- 
■

engine, together with various divisions and abbreviations of labour, have greatly contributed to 
distinguish the last century from all others, and to raise England to its present wealth and greatness.

The following account, year by year, of the exports, imports, and balance of trade, from 1699 
'

to 1802, will elucidate the subject sufficiently without farther remarks.

YEARS. 1MT0RTS. EXPORTS. BALANCE.

I 7OO 5'97°>J74 - 7,302,716 -
I 701 5,869,606 - ■ 7,621,05 - -

' I>751>446
I 702 4,159,304 -

- ■ • 5>235>875 - -
- i>°76>569

I703 4,526,596 -
- ■ 6,644,103 - -

- 2,117,506
I704 5>383>2CO -

-
• 6,552,019 - - 1,168,819

4,031,649 - - 5,501,677 - -
- 1,470,027

1706 4>lI3>933 -
- ■ 6,^i2;o86 - -

- 2,39s, 153

1707 4,274,055 -
- ■ 6,767,178 - -

- 2,493,122

1708 4,698,663 -
■ - 6,969,089 - -

- 2,270,426
1709 - - ■ 6,627,045 - -

- 2,116,452
1710 4,011,341 -

- • 6,690,828 - -
- 2,679,487

1711 4,685,785 -
- • 6,447,170 - -

- i>76l>384
1712 4,454,682 - 7,468,857 - -

- 3>OI4!i74

5,811,077 -
- - 7>352>655 ~ -

- *>54'>577
1714 5,929,227 -

- 8,361,638 - -
- 2,432,411

IPS 5>64°>943 -
,

-
. - 7>379>4°9 " "

- *i 738»465
1716 5>8oo>258 "

-
■ 7,614,085 - -

- 1,813,826
1717 6,346,768 - ■ 9>I47>7°° " -' - '2,800,932
1718 6,669,390 ■

•
- 8,255,302 - -

1719 5>367>499 "
- • 7,709,528 - -

- 2,342,02s
1720 6,090,083 - 7,936,728 - -

- 1,846,645
1721 5,768,510 -

- • 8,681,200 - - 2,912,690
1722 6,378,09s -

• - 9,650,789 - -
- 3>272>69o

1723 6,505,676 -
.

- , 9,489,811 - -
- 2>984,i35

1724 7>394>4°5 *
- - 9>l+3>356 - '

- I>748>915
*725 7,094,708 -

- • 11,352,480 - -
- 4.257,772

.1726 6,677,865 -
- • 9>4°6573I " "

- 2,728,865
1727 6,798,908 - ■ 9>553>°43i- -

- 2>754>i35

1728 7,569,299 -
■ 11,6s1'383 - -

- 4,062,084
1729 7,540,620 -

- - 11 >475'7 71 - "
- 3>935>15l

1730 7,780,019 -
- ■ • 11>974>135 " "

- 4,194,116
•l73l - ' 6,991,500 - 11,167,380 - ■ 4,175,880
4732 7,0.87,914 -

- - 11,786,658 - -
- 4>698>744

d 2



PRELIMINARY ESSAY.

YEARS. IMPORTS. EXPORTS. BALANCE.

tm 8,016,814 _ " - II>777>3°6 " •
■ " 3'76o>4.92

x734 ' - 7,095,861 - ■ 11,000,645 - ■
. . 3,904,783

1735 8,160,184 - -
- I3>544>H4 - •

• - 5'383>96°
*736 7,307,966 - - 11,616,356 - •

• - 4.308,389
*737 7,073,638 - - 11,842,320 -

. - 4,768,682
1738 - 7,438,960 - - - 12,289,495 - •

■ - 4>85°>535
*739 ' 7>829>373 " " 9>495>366 " ■

■ - 1,665,993
1740 6,703,778 - - 8,869,939 - ■

■ - 2,166,161

1741 7,936,084 - -
- 11,469,872 - ■

• - 3'533>787
1742 6,866,864 - -

- 11,584,427 - -
- 4*7I7>562

*743 7*802,353 ' '
- 14*623,653 - ■

- 6,821,300
1744 6,362,971 - - 11,429,628 - -

- 5,066,657
J745 7,847,123 - -

- 10,497,329 - -
■ - 2,650,206

1746 6,205,687 - -
- 11,360,792 " ■

■ - $>*SS>1°$

1747 7**76*757 - "
- 11,442,049 - -

- 4,325>29I
1748 8,136,408 - -

- i2*35I>433 - •
■ - 4,215,024

1749 7,917,804 - -
- 14,099,366 - -

- 6,181,562
J75° 7,772,039 - -

- i5>T32>°°4 " -
- 7>359'964

*75r 7>943>436 " - - 13,967*811 - ■
- 6,024,375

*752 7,889,369 - - 13,221,116 - 5>33*>746
1753 8,625,029 - - 14,264,614 • " 5>639*584
*754 8,093,472 - -

" I3>396,853 - ■
- 5>3°3'383

8,772,865 - -
- 12,182,255 * -

- 3'4G9,39°
7,961,603 - - - 12,517,640 - ■

" " 4,556,036
l757 9>253>3!7 - - - 13*438,285 - ■ - 4^84,967
1758 8,415,025 - -

- I5>°34*994 - ■ 6,619,969
J759 8,922,976 - -

- 14,696,892 - -
■

~ 5*773.916
1760 9,832,802 - -

"

I5>579*°73 - ■
■ " 5*746,270

1761 9*543*9QI - -
- 16,365,953 - -

■ - 6,822,051
1762 8,870,234 - -

- i4>i34>o93 - • • - 5,263,858
1763 11,665,036 - - 16,160,181 - • • - 4,495»H5
1764 10,364,307 " ■

■
- 16,512,403 -

• - 6,148,096
J765 10,889,742 - ■

- i4,55°>5°7 -
- - 3,660,764

1766 1**475*775 " •
• - 14,024,964 - - - 2,549,188

.1767 12,073,956 - - - I3>844*511 - ■
"

"

I*77°,555
1768 . - 11,878,661 - -

• - 15,117,982 - . * " 3>239>32*
1769 11,908,560 - • " I3>438,236 -

- - 1,529,675
1770 12,216,937 " 1

- - 14,266,653 - .
■ - 2,049,716

1771 12,821,995 -
■ - 17,161,146 - : - 4*339»I5°



PRELIMINARY ESSAY. XXIX

IMPORTS. EXPORTS.

14,508,715 - -
- l8>732>379

12,522,643 - -
- i6>65i>°5z

14,548,902 - -
- 17,607,447

14,816,955 - -
- 16,946,523

12,449,189 - -
- 15,685,107

12,643,834 - ■
■

- i4>i52>243

IO>975>533 - ■
• - I2>375>712

II>435>263 - •
■ " I3>597>771

14,714,967 - -
- i3>689>°73

12,723,613 - -
- ",47°>388

10,341,628 -
■ - i3>224>637

i3,I22>235 " " - !5>470>778
15,272,802 - ■ ■ - H>96l>°74
16,279,490 - -

- l6>77°,239
15,786,072 - 16,300,730
17,804,024 -

• - 18,296,166
16,050,000 18,100,000
17,000,000 19,000,000

17,900,000 - ■ 21.500,000

19,000,000 22,500,000

20,000,000 - ■ 25,000,000
20,200,000 - 21,400,000

22,000,000 21,600,000
22,600,000 - - 22,000,000

23,000,000
■ - 25,000,000

25,000,000 - ■
■ - 26,600,000

27,300,000 - ■
-

- 34,000,000

32,600,000 36,600,000
32,500,000 - ■

- - 45,000,000

36,000,000 - - 49,000,000

BALANCE.

- 4»233,663
- 4.i3I'4o8
- 3>°58>544 

2,129,568
- 3>235>9l8 

1,508,408
- i5400>179
- 2,162,507
- i,97+>l05_

C Against 
" I»2-33'2-35 ^England.

- 2,883,008
- 2>3z8>543

311,727

49°>749
- 5r4>658 

492,141

2,050,000
- 2,000,000

- 3,600,000
- 3,500,000 

5,000,000 

1,400,000

400,000 -1 Against 
600,000/England.

2,OCO,OCO 

1,600,000 
6,700,000 
4,000,000

- 12,500,000
- 13,000,000

LIST



 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.

DDINGTON, Right Hon. HENRY, Chancellor of
the Exchequer 

Axe an4 Coxe, 71, Aldermanbury 
Aransolo and Co. Old Broad street 

Amyand and Co. King's-arms yard 
A llport, Thomas, esq. 5, Lawrence Pountney lane
Ayres, 3, , esq. Mark lane
Abernethie and Dewey, Baldwin's court 
Aitkin, Captain Thomas, Burr street 
Allan, Grant, esq. Winchester street 
Addis, Henry J. esq. Borough 
Alcock, John, esq. Canterbury square, Southwark 
Ancona, Jacob, esq. Wilson street, Finsbury square 
Atkinson, Henry, esq. 1, Bread street hill 
Atkinson, Hodgson, esq. Tokenhouse yard 
Addison and Baggott, Parr street, Liverpool 
Ackerman, E. esq. Steel street, ditto 
Adams, John, esq. Kirkdale, near ditto 
Aspinall,James, esq. Castle street, ditto 
Anderson, Alexander, esq. Bridgwater street, ditto 
Anderson, John, esq. Newcastle upon Tyne 
Adams, Alexander, esq. ditto 
Akenhead, D. and Sons, (3 copies) ditto 
Akenhead, F. Mr. (3 copies) ditto 
Attwood, J. W. Mr. Black hall, Bristol 
Aldridge, Richard, esq. Queen square, ditto 
Atkins, Hugh, esq. Bucklersbury
Albrecht, Chas. esq. 8, Fowkes buildings, Tower street 
Allen, Thomas and Robert, Nightingale lane 
Atkinson and Clarence, Tower hill 
Arbourn, Samuel and Son, 40, Mincing lane 
Angerstein, John Julius, esq. Pall mall 
Alder, Daniel, esq. 7, Lawrence Pountney lane 
Athew, Samuel, esq. 5, Basing lane 
Appleton and Poppleton, Tokenhouse yard 
Apostoll,C.esq. Commissary General of the Batavian Re¬ 

public
Austin and Sons, Coppice row, Clerkenwell 
Aspinal, James, esq. Quality court, Chancery lane 
Bank of England
Barclay, PeVkins, and Co. Park street, Southwark 
Brymer, James, esq. 6, New City chambers 
Barrow, Geo. esq. Threadneedle street 
Birkett, John, esq. Walbrook 
Blades, John, esq. 5, Ludgate hill 
Bethune, Hugh, and Co. x, Crescent 
Barnard, Benjamin, esq. 50, Cornhill

Bell, J. esq. Marsh gate, Homerton 
Buszard, Wright, and Co. 94, Watling street 
Blackburn, John, esq. 12, New Broad street 
Brander and Dunbar, 16, London street 
Blaurock and Lutterloh, 59, Mark lane 
Bogle, French, Burrows, and Co. 7, Austin friars 
Brewer, William, Mr. Cheapsicle 
Burra, Robert, esq. Watling street 
Brock, John, esq. Turnwheel lane 
Buxton and Gemsa, 80, Coleman street 
Banning,Thomas, esq. 21, Tower street 
Brown, C. esq. Cannon place, Pentonville 
Butler, Dodgson, and Wood, Cheapside 
Bewickes and Lucas, 76, Old Broad street 
Brandram, Templeman, and Jacques, 17, Size lane 
Barclay, Tritton, and Bevan, 56, Lombard street 
Bergareche and Co. Old Pay office, Broad street 
Brown, Roger, and Browns, 157, Cheapside 
Blacker, Thomas, esq. 35,Finsbury square 
Blacker and Co. Hamburgh 
Buchanan, David, esq. South street, Finsbury 
Berthon, Peter, and Sons, 40, Finsbury square 
Battinson, Francis, esq. 8, Cloak lane 
Bush, Michael, esq. Quality court, Chancery lane 
Bourne, F. esq. General Post office 
Burgess, John, and Son, Strand 
Broughton, B. esq. Greville street, Hatton garden ' 
Brown, T. Mr. Bride lane, Fleet street - 

Brown, Edward, esq. 5, Lime street square 
Bennet, T.Mr.attorney and notary,8i,LowerThamesst. 
Bennet, Thomas, esq. Eunhill row, Moorfields 
Barnard, John Lockart, esq. George lane, Eastcheap - 
Brickwoods and Daniel, Billiter square 
Burton, George, esq. 3, New City chambers 
Boliand, J. esq. Mark lane ■ 
Bell, T. and L. Borough 
Birch, William, esq. 71, Great Queen street 
Baillie, Thornton, and Campbell, 3, Bridge st. Bhckfriars 
Bowand, James, esq. New London street 
Burmester, Henry, esq. 15, Bishopsgate street 
Blunt and Morrat, 18, Little Carter lane 
Bell, VViTarn and John, and Co. 1, Copthall chambers • 
Brrce, dePonthieu, and Co. Tokenhouse yard 
Buckle John, William, and Henry, Great Elbow lane 
Belisaric, S. M. Mr. accountant, 7, Bevis Marks 
Barry, Richard, Mr. stationer, printsellcr, and naviga¬ 

tion, warehouse, :c6, Minories



xxxii LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.

Bellamy,Son, and Kew, Old Palace yard
Brown, H. W. esq. Cannon street
Bainbridge and Horsefall, Gradwell street, Liverpool
Bibby, Robert, esq. Kent street, ditto
Barber, William, esq. St. George street, ditto
Brown, Withers, and Martin, Prices street, ditto
Bird, Benjamin, esq. Red Cross street ditto
Buchanan, Daniel, esq. St. James street, ditto
Bradley, John, esq. 4, Dale street, ditto
Buddicorn, Robert T. esq. Rodney street, ditto
Barlow, Aaron H. esq. Rumford street, ditto
Benkett, John, esq. 3, Suffolk street, ditto
Buddie, John, esq. Wall's end, Northumberland
Blaxlock, Thomas, esq. Newcastle upon Tyne
B'.ackman, George, esq. Chatham place
Berry, Learmonths, esq. Abchurch lane
Bolton and Blackburn, 33, St. Swithin's lane
Bradley and Tress, Nicholas lane
Bridges, A. R. and J. 33, St. Swithin's lane
Blakey, Hodgson,and Co. Three Cranes wharf, Queen st.
Birmingham, William, esq. Blackfriars
Blew, William, esq. Cockspur street
Baglehole and Redgrave, Corn factors, 68, Mark lane
Brown, Sharpes, and Co. 16, Bread street, Cheapside
British Life Insurance Office, Strand
Boden, John, esq. Harp lane, Tower street
Brooke, Samuel, esq. Paternoster row
Bush, William, esq. Thet street, Bristol
Batchelqr, Thomas, esq. Bridge street, ditto
Barry, Bartholomew, esq. (2 copies) High street, ditto
Britisli Plate-Glass Company, Albion place
Blackhouse and Pryer, 23, New Broad street buildings
Bramley, Henry, esq. Lloyd's Coffee house
Bize, Lewis, and Bondenave, Lloyd's Coffee house
Bainbridge, Ansley, and Co. 52, Bread street
Burton, Spencer, and Co. 13, Bread street
Butlin, Thomas and John, 65, Bread street
Bowerbank, Monkhouse, and Co. Lothbury
Bailey, Waller, and Co. 5, New London street
Bell, James, esq. 40, Platton garden
Barrow, Samuel, esq. 13, Friday street
Blackett, John, esq. 20, I^ondon street
Booth, Philip, esq. 55, Cow Cross street
Bentley and Dawson, 23, Essex street, Strand
Bedford, William and Son, 61, Friday street
Bourdelain, J. esq. 26, Jewry street, Aldgate
Brittens, Meek, and Innes, 27, Cateaton street
Barnes, John, esq. 16, Throgmorton street
Bury, James, esq. 16, ditto
Banlay, James, esq. 79, Old Broad street
Brown and Carter, 72, Mark lane
Bowness, John, esq. Green Lettice lane, Cannon street 
Best, Wm. Draper, esq. M. P. 3, Pump court, Temple 
Barrow, Thomas, esq. Temple

Coutts and Co. Strand
Charters, William, esq. 2, Haydon square
Cuthbert and Co. Mark lane

Church, M. esq. America square

Cornford, Thomas, esq. Old Jewry 
Campbell, James, and S. Anderson, Wainford court, 

Throgmorton street 
I distance, Miles, esq. 87, Watling street 

Chamberlain, N. esq. Fleet street 
Coles, Godwin, and Coles, Scot's yard 
Cohen, Hymen, and Co. 19, Mansel street 
Clarke, J. J. Mr. King's Bench office 
Carruthers, John, esq 46, Cheapside 
Chervet, Fletcher, and Co, 35, Watling street 
Cotton, J. esq. 80, Upper Thames street 
Clay, John, esq. 68, Upper Thames street 
Calvert, Robert, esq. Upper Thames street 
Cortissos, A. Mr. notary, 8, St. Michael's alley 
Coult, Oliver, esq. 21, Half Moon street 
Calvert, Anthony, esq. 11, Vine street, Crescent 
Calverts, John and Peter, and Co. White Cross street 
Cookes, Richard, esq. 11, Water lane, Thames street 
Cohen, A. and P. 37, Throgmorton street 
Corbett, James, esq. Friday street 
Cowley, John, esq. 31, Cateaton street 
Codda'n, James Rowland, esq. Lawrence Pountney lane 
Christie, John and Robt. and Co. 11, Great St. Helen's 
Clare and liiklcr, 21, Pall mall 
Cotton, Joseph, esq. Low Layton, Essex 
Champion, William and Co. Broken wharf, Upper

Thames street 

Cades and Stevens, Carlick hill 
Christie, James, esq. Pall mall 
Crosby, Charies, esq. Bruton street 
Campbell and Knox, Hanover street, Liverpool 
Conway and Davidson, Goree street, ditto 
Creagh, Andrew, esq. Brunswick street, ditto 
Colville, Holmes, and Co. Old Dock, ditto 
Castley, J. and J. York street, ditto 
Coupland, William, esq. 4, Henry street, ditto 
Charnley, James, esq. 3, Derby square, ditto 
Chapman J. and R. Newcastle upon Tyne 
Cooper, D. and P. Pall mall 
Cooper, James, esq. ditto 
Cohen, Aaron, esq. Throgmorton street 
Crook, John, esq. (2 copies) Pall mall 
Compton, Thomas, andTownsend, C9, Fenchurch street 
Cooper, William, esq. Solicitor of the Customs 
Cheesewright, Richard, esq. 39, King street, Cheapside 
Champion, Thomas, esq. Old Street road 
Caldeleugh, Boyd, and Reid, 39, Old Broad street 
Cope, Thomas, esq. 148, Fenchurch street 
Carruther, D. A. esq. 8, South street, Finsbury 
Clark, John, esq. King street, Covent garden 
Cuff and Dickinson, 115, Whitechapel 
Crichton, A. and Co. Bow lane
Cohen, L. B. esq. 11, Angel court, Throgmorton street
Cleasby, Stephen, esq. 11, Union court, Bioad street
Compton and Pourtales, New street, Bishopsgate street
Child, W. and Co. 124, Lower Thames street
Campbell and Geddes, 7, London street
Cooper, James, esq. 67, Chiswell street
Clowes, Newberry, and Madox, Stoney lane, Southwark



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS.
Charleston and Son, 35, Crutched friars 
Carlisle, Salmon, and Carlisle, Bolton 
Carpenter, John Phillips, esq. Tavistock 
Chalmers, Archibald, esq. Throgmorton street

Devaynes and Co. Pall Mall
Dannenberger, John, esq. 36, New Broad street
Da Costa, M. G. 197, Bishopsgate street
Da Costa, S. G. esq. ditto
Da Costa, J. G. esq. ditto
Drummond and Co, Charing Cross
Dalmer and Coombe, 18, Milk street
Dcnison, James, esq. 28, Friday street
Dwyer, George, esq. 25, Bucklersbury
Doxatt and Divett, Bury court
Dodgson, Barth, and Wood, Cheapside
De Piza, Emanuel, esq. Bury court
Duveluz, David, and Co. 13, Size lane, Budge row
Dowding, John, esq. 1, Red Cross street, Barbican
Dawson, James and John, Jefferies square
Dunlop, James, esq. 9, South street, Finsbury
Debrett, John, Mr. 179, Piccadilly
Doudeswell, John, esq. Lincoln's Inn
Deris, H. esq. 10", Bishopsgate street
Dixon, Brett, and Co. 13, Savage Gardens
Dow, James, and Co. 9, Bush lane, Cannon street
Dias, Jacob, esq. 14, Devonshire square
Dorin, Strange, and Co. New Broad street
Dixon and Ramsay, 9, St. Mary at Hill
Duval, D. and Michcli, esqs. 9, Lawrence Pountney hill
De Zoetes, Blackader, and Co. 5, Crescent
Dalton, , esq. 61, Bread street
Dickinson, Joseph, esq. 19, Buckingham str. York build, j
Dixon, Jas. and Co. 50, Fenchurch street
Dowding, Lowe, and Bishop, 10, Wood street
Dobie and M'Lachlan, 9, St. Mary Axe
Dixon, Walt her, and Lavather, Peter's lane, Liverpool
Dugdale, Joseph, esq. Brunswick street, ditto
Deane, W. esq. Ranelagh street, ditto
Dunlop, Mr. Newcastle-upon-Tyne
Doubleday and Easterby, ditto
Downes, J. D. esq. Yarmouth
Davison, Alex. esq. St. James's square
Day and Trott, 49, Old 'Change
Duxbury, James, and Co. 86, Watling street
Dickinson, Wm. esq. M. P. 12, Prince's st. Flanover sq.
Davies, James, esq. 9, Grace-church street
Dean, Wm. esq. High street, Bristol
Deake, Thos. J. esq. Queen square, ditto
Danby, Hancock, and Co. 3, Leadenhall street
Dickinson, R. J. and R. esqs. St. John street
Duncan, John, jun. and Co. Gainsford st. Shad Thames
Douglas and Shaw, America square
Ders and Martens, Shorter street, Wellclose square
Davidson, William, esq. 1, John street, America square

Honourable East India Company, (40 copies)
Edgar, Robert, esq. Mincing lane
Ellitt, John, esq. 26, Queen street, Cheapside

J Edwards, Green, and Co. 19, Coleman street
; Evans, John, and Co. Lawrence lane, Cheapside
; Elyard, Price, and Haslope, 12, John str. America squ.
! Edwards and Taylor, Duck's Foot lane
j Eaton, Thomas, esq. George street, Liverpool
i Earle, Thos. and Wm. and Co. Hanover street, ditto

Easterby, Hall, and Co. Newcastle-upon-Tyne
Edmonds, E. esq. Monument yard

Freeling, Francis, esq. for the General Post Office
Forster, Lubbock, and Co. Mansion House street
Fanandez, D. esq. Grigsby's coriee-house
Fry and Sons, Mildred's court
Fowler and White, 5, Billiter lane
Franco and Keyser, 12, Camomile street
Favence, P. esq. 12, Bishopsgate street
Fownes, J. Y. esq. 33, Old Broad street
Ford, J. E. esq. 1, Coleman street buildings
Florian, Goring, J. and Co. 9, St. Mary Axe
Franco, E. esq. i, Shorter's court, Throgmorton street
Fraser, James, esq. Mark lane
Frampton and Sons, 34, Leadenhall street
Fisher and Hill, Cheapside
Fletcher, Shaw, and Darlington, Ironmonger lane 
Fowler, John, esq. Long Acre 
Foulerton, John, esq. 10, Birchin lane 
Fellows and Myers, brokers, Aldersgate street 
Farnworth, Charles, Mr. 36, Nicholas lane 
Findley, Bannatyne, and Co. 8, New Broad street 
Fielding, Henry, and Co. 61, Bread street 
Farquhar, William, esq. 27, Bread street hill 
Forrester, Francis,jun. esq. 18, Spital square 
Flockton, William and Thomas, turpentine merchants, 

Horsly Down, and Battersea, Surry

Gorman, Brothers, Mr. 26", New Broad street 
Goldsmid, B. and A. Capel court, Bartholomew 1; ne 
Goodair, John, esq. Oueen street, Cheapside 
Gordon and Murphy, 30, Broad street buildings 
Grill, Charles, H. esq. Swedish Consul General, 2,Dun-

stan's court, Mincing lane 
Goodbehere, V\ igram, and Butt, Cheapside 
Grellet, Charles, and Co. 26, Lawrence lane 
Gillespie, John, esq. 9, John street, America square 
Garlands, M. P. and Co. 5, Barge yard, Bucklersbury 
Grant, Charles, esq. 6, New London street 
Grant, Patrick, esq. ditto 
Grant, Alex. esq. ditto
Gubbins and Cooke, 82, Upper Thames stcees 
Goslings and Co. Fleet street 
Griffith, Vaughan, Mr. 1, Paternoster row 
Goodall and Turner, 25, Garlickhill 
Greig, Samuel, esq. 17, Poland street 
Goodwin, C. and J. 25, Park street 
Gompertz, A. D. esq. Great Prescott street 
Glover, D. and Sons, 21, St. Martin's lane, Cannofr 

street

Gould, Thomas, and Co. 73, Cheapside 
Green, Thomas, esq. 38, Mincing lane 

e
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Geary, Thomas, esq. 13, Stamford street, Blackfriars
Gillovvs and Co. Oxford street

Gautier, John Guy, esq. Tokenhouse yard
Glenton, J. W. esq. Hope street, Liverpool
Greetham, Benjamin, Mr. Wapping, Liverpool
Gillt, George, Mr. Brunswick-street, ditto
Gore, William, esq. Duke-street, ditto
Goodwin, E. and J. 25, Park street, Southwark
Grindle, John, esq. 132, Pall Mall
Gedge, William, esq. 1, Leicester-square
Gardiier and Angus, Mincing lane
Gardner and Stonehouse, 38, Crutchedfriars
Geddes, Alex. esq. 10, Mark lane
CJiison, Lewis, ship broker, and notary public, 4, Tower 

dock
Garratt, Francis, esq. Swan stairs 
Gerlach, G.H. and Co. 277, Wapping 
Gram, .Andrew, esq. 45, Wellclose square 
Goodwyn and Co. East Smithfield 
Graham, Francis, esq. 17, Ludgate hill 
Geddes and Cowper, 28, Bread street 
Grey, Thomas, esq 41, Sackvilie street 
Greaves, J. P. esq. St. Paul's Churchyard 
Gazeky, John, esq. 17, Weston street, Pentonville

Hudson's Bay Company 

Homeyold, Charles, esq. 'Change alley 
Hunter, James, and Co. 33, Bucklersbury 
Hodson and Hayters, 50, Mark lane 
Hughes, John, esq. Stamp Office 
Harris, Son, and Taylor, St. Paul's Church yard 
Hmgestoii, John, esq. Cheapside 
Houston, J H. esq. 67, Hatton Garden 
Hannum, Edward, esq. 80, Old Broad street 
Hoare, Hill, and Barnett, Lombard street 

Henrichs, A. esq. Jefferies square 
Holmes and Hall, Crosby square 
Harman and Co. Frederick's place 
Hey and Scott, Chequer yard, Dowgate 
Hffl and Roberts, Gray's Inn 
Hodges, H esq. East India House 
Hill, Thomas, esq. Qucenhithe 
Houlstone, J. esq. Herald Office 
Hankinson and Co. 56, Lothbury 
Haslewood, B. (by G. Godby), 50, Lombard street 
Haywood, John, surveyor, 33, Belvedere place 
Holmer, Bunnet, and Pix, Borough 
Henry, Alex, and Co. Finsbury square 
Hammersley and Co. Pall Mall 
Holme and Wilson, Upper Thames street 
Hanbury, Sampson, esq. Spitalrlelds 
Hosch, Bientz, and Co. 8, Budge row 
Hallett, Leese, and Richards, 36, Queen street, Cheap- 

side
Horner and Fawkes, 20, Bucklersbury 
Howell, Jo. esq. it6, Newgate street 
Hanson and Williamson, 25, Newgate street 
Harding and Co. 89, Pall mall 
Harrison and Gorsts, 14, Tower street

Hawkes, W. Son, and Co. 9, Upper Thames street 
Hope, Henry, esq. Harley street 
Home, Patrick, and Co. 15, Throgmorton street 
Hopkins and Gray, 3 and 4, Old King's Arms, 'Change

alley
Holmes, Henry, and Son, Haymarket, Liverpool
Hunter, John, esq. Wolstenholm square, ditto
Hornby, James, esq. Nova Scotia
Humble, Holland, and Co. Henry street, ditto
Harri^cn, Wm. and Arnd, 2, Dale-street, ditto
Holland, James, esq. Mount Pleasant street, ditto
Hewetson, Middleton, esq. Newcastle-uponrTyne
Harrison, Jasper, esq. Whickham, Durham
Hood, Anthony, esq. Newcastle-upon-Tyne
Hallowell, John, esq North Shields
Hurry, Francis, and Co. Howdon, Newcastle
Harrison, R. A. esq. Poultry
Hassell, William, Black Hall, Bristol
Hodgson, John, esq. Blackfriars road
Harris, J. G. esq. Queen square, Bristol
Harris, Wintoner, esq. Trinity street, ditto
Hindle, John, esq. Chancery lane
Hill, Darley, esq. 24, Old Bond street
Hoare, Messrs. Fleet street
Harris, John, and Son, Cannon street
Harrison, Henderson, and Co. Old 'Change
Hathorn, Geo. esq South street, Finsbury
Hatchett, John, and Co. 121, Long Acre
Hunt and Grant, 74, Watling street
Hudson, William, Great Distaff lane
Hawthorn, , esq. Idol lane
Heathfield, Frederick, 43, Lime street 
Hodgson, John, Blackfriar's road 
Hodgson, J. and Co. (2 copies) Battersea 
Hicks, Charles, esq. Lloyd's Coffee-house 
Harris and Custance, Friday street 
Holmes, Thomas, esq. Sackville street 
Hammond, William, esq. Queen square, Bloomsbury 
Harrison, R. A. esq. Hull 
Hall, E and S. and Co. 20, Lad lane 
Houghton, Dodd, and Co. King's Arms yard, Coleman 

street

Hayes, Geo. esq. 12, Little James street, Bedford row 

Hammet, John, esq. M. P. New Norfolk street, Gros-
venor square 

Horrocks, John, Esq. M. P. 5, Bucklersbury
Jackson, Christopher, esq. 53, Mark lane
Jenkins, J. E esq. 3, Queenhithe
Jacob, William, esq. Newgate street
Johnson, H. and J. esqs. Coleman street buildings
Jameson and M'Ouoid, 41, Cannon street
Isaacs, Geo. and M. 9, Bevis Marks
Johnson, F. Mr. Blackfriar's road
Johnson, J. esq. 21, Borough
Jearmandewen, D. W. esq. 3, Bury court, St. Mary Axe 
Johnson, Francis, esq. 138, St. John street 
Jones, William, esq. India House 
Joseph, J. Mr. Liverpool
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Jones, D. esq. i, Wood street
Johnston, Thomas, esq. 10, Upper Thames street
Joggett, William Peter, esq. 14, Bridgewater square
Ingleby, John, esq. 6, Wood street
Jones, H. and C. esqs. Brunswick street, Liverpool
Joseph, Elias, esq. Pool lane, ditto
Jones, John, jun. esq. Tabley street, ditto
Inglis, , esq. Church street, ditto
Johnson and Bates, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Joseph, Abraham, esq. Liverpool
Jameson*; Arch, and Co. 48, Burr street, East Smithfield 
Johnson, John, Mr. Holborn hill

'Jarratt, John, jun. Mr. ship broker, 21, Water lane,
Tower street 

Jarvis, Thomas, esq. M. P. Temple 
Johnson, Thomas, esq. Holbeck, near Leeds

Keymcr, Titus, esq. 26, Friday street
Kymer, M'Taggart, and Co Scott's yard
Kubach, Lewis, esq. 2, Bury street
Jveeling, J. Mr. Blackmail street
Iiendray, J. esq. Cheapside
ICing, John, under secretary of state
Kirkby, W. D Mr. 2, Foster lane
Kinard, J. esq. Cheapside
Kenion, John, esq Nicholas lane
Kelly, T. esq. Lord street, Liverpool
Jvitchcn, John, esq. Rumford street, ditto
Kxarsley, Muller, and Malouch, Cradwell street, ditto
Kudman and Hall, Newcastle upon Tyne
Jvay and Pradger, Hanway street
Kirkman and Co. brewers, St. Giles's
Knight and Triphook, stationers to his majesty, 38, St.

James's street 

IGngsford and Co 9, Lime street 
King, George T. esq. 21, Pudding hue 
Kirk, Gratton, and Co. Bishopsgate street within 
Kingsbury, George, esq. at Bell and Iligginson's, Al-

dersgate street

Le Mesurier, Paul, esq. Alderman, Austin friars 
Eangdon, John, Mr. Broadway, Blackfriars 
Lee, James, esq. 13, Broad street buildings 
Levy, Zachariah, esq. 6, Bury court 
Levy, Angelo, esq. 5, Devonshire street 
Le Gay, J. Mr. Coleman street buildings 
Lee and Langston, Watling street 
l^ewis and Porter, 12, Budge row 
Lumley, Thomas and Co. 38, Gutter lane 
I.,ucas, Sampson, esq. 15, Flaydon square 
J^ewis, Leyson, esq. Cateaton street 
Lee, Thomas, esq. Aldersgate street 
Lovett, William, esq. Princes street, Bedford row 
Lee, R. W. and E. 33, Old Broad street 
Linging, Samuel and William, 21, Lawrence Pountney 

lane

La Roche, M. esq. 13, Great St Helen's
Lindley and Zimmerman, 127, Upper Thames street
Labrow and Co. 120, St. John street

Lansdown, Marquis of, Berkley square
Langston, Towgood and Co. Clement's lane
Le Flowedew, D. esq. 5, Beer lane, Tower street
littler, J. esq. 179, Strand
Laing, D. and Son, 1, Tower street
I.jngham, William, sen. esq. Beer lane, Thames street
Lyon, James, esq. 16, Savage gardens
Lindo, David A. esq. St. Mary Axe
Lodge, John and Adam, Hurst street, Liverpool
Lace, John Henry, esq. Richmond street, ditto
Lawton, Samuel, esq Newcastle upon Tyne
l^oraine, Baker, and Co. ditto
Losh, Robinson, and Co. ditto
Lewis, M. H. esq. 28, York street, Westminster
Latham, Thomas Davenport, esq. 19, Buckingham str.
Lindo, Alexander, esq. Finsbury square
I,angton, Zachary, esq. 63, Bread street
Lush and Son, 155, High Holborn
Lee and Sons, Smyrna
Longfoot, Wm. Mr. 83, Dorset street, Salisbury square
Lang and Smith, Devonshire street
Larkins and Russell, Old South Sea House, Broad street
Lopes and Collins, Jewry street
Lister, Samuel, esq. 4, Norfolk street
Lopes, Manaseh, esq. M. P. Fitzroy square

Masterman, Peters, and Co. Whitehart court 
Mocatto, Jacob, esq. Stoke Newington 
Moore and Gale, Fleet street 
Mello, John, esq. 37, Crutched Friars 
Maitland, Alexander, esq. Coleman street 
M'Millan and Meares, 32, Queen street, Cheapside 
Mackenzie, James, and A. Glennie, New Broad street 

Meybohmaly, John, esq. 4, Austin Friars 
Martin, and De Ferre, 23, ditto 
Mocatta, Daniel, esq. Lemon street 
Millar, James, esq. 3, Lime street square 
Mackarness, John, esq. 2, Winchester street 
Moxon, John, Mr. Foster lane 
Mohon, Charles, esq. Martin's lane 
Mallough, E. J. jun. esq. 4 and 5, Beer lane, Tower str. 
Manning, Heavisidc, and Co. 4, Barge yard 
Miller, John, esq. Idol lane, Tower street 
Mellish, J. and W. and Co. Bishopsgate within 
Muller, Emanuel and Co. 28, Lawrence Pountney lane 
Mitchell and Harris, 3, Lawrence Pountney hill 
Moxon, Palmer, and Norman, 2, Martin's lane 
Miles, Richard, esq. Bishopsgate street 
Mitchell, William, esq. 4, Turnwheel lane 
Miller, J. esq. Old Bond street 
Miles, Birket, and Co. Old Swan Stairs 
M'Adam, William, esq. 38, Basinghall street 
Martin, Thomas, esq. 20, Basinghall street 
Mason and Butcher, 2, Cross lane, St. Mary's hill 
Mann, Abraham, esq. 16, Size lane 
Mendes, Abraham P. esq. Old Bethlem 
M'Call, John, esq. Gould square 
Main, Joseph, esq. 8, Bow lane, Cheapside 
Mutrie, William, esq. 15, Friday street 

e 2
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Simpon, Robert, esq. King square, Bristol 
Savery and Pugh, Cankers, Bristol 
Steward, A. II esq. Yarmouth 
Sheen, John, esq. Abchurch lane 
Sandcman, Robinson, and Co. 35, Swithin's lane 
Smithers and Hills, Phoenix Coal Wharf 
Seaton, W. A. esq. 43, Great Tower street 
Shoolbred arid "Williams, 60, Mark lane 
Shoolbred, John, esq. Ditto 
Steel, Robert, esq. 1'insbury square 
Stuart, Charles, esq. 9, Great Tower street 
Stonard, Unwin, and Hewson, Bromley, Middlesex 
Stenhouse, Wm. esq. Glasgow 
Solomons, Isaac, esq. Lloyd's Coffee House 
Sampson, Sam, esq. 5$, Bread street 
Stirling and Co. Bow Church yard 
Slade, Tho. esq. 27, Bartholomew close 
Smith, Wm. esq. 23, Newgate street 
Spooner, At wood, and Co. Fish street hill 
Shepherd, Wm. esq. 2, Lamb's Conduit place 
Starherdbt.rg, Count, his excellency imperial am¬ 

bassador, 8, Portland place 
Schneider, R. and Lonsdale, 7, Crutched Friars 
Satires, Francis, Consul General of his Sicilian Majesty,

Upper Seymour street 
Salisbury, Fdward, esq. 32, Swithin's lane 
Schimmelpennick, R. J. his excellency Fnvoy Extraor¬ 

dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Batavian 
Republic, 12, Cumberland place

Troughton, Rd. Zouch, esq. Nine Elms, Battersea 
Tench, John, jun. esq. 20, Tokenhouse yard 
Thellusson, Chas. esq. Philpot lane 
Thompson, Henry, esq. 75, St. Paul's church yard 
Thorntons and Bayley, King's arms yard 
Thorntons, Bayley, and Co. St. Petersburgh 
Thwaites, H. esq. 2, Basinghall street 
Trueman, Hanbury, and Co. Spitaliields 
Taylor, Robert, esq. 18, Bow lane 
Thompson, II. esq. 39, Dowgate hill
Topham, , esq. 17, Cheapside
Tillock, Alexander, esq. Bell yard, Temple Bar 
Thompson, Forman, and Humfay, Steel yard 
Truwhitt, G. esq. 4, Lyon's inn, and James's street,

Bedford row 

Tidd, Win. esq. Temple 
Taylor, Josiah, esq. Southwark bank 
Thornton, Stephen, Brothers, and Co. Old Broad street 
T hrelkeld, T. esq. Bow Church yard 
Trotter and M'Kenzie, 12, T ower street 

Tompkins, Coles, and Maude, Upper T hames street 
Tebutt, T hos. esq. 53, Devonshire street, Queen square 
T ait and Co. York street, Liverpool 
Thomas, Benjamin, esq. Goree 
Taggart, Alexander, esq. 8, Islington, Liverpool 
Tyrie, John, esq. Bridgewater street, Ditto 
Taylor, Robert, esq. Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Turner, Dawson, esq. Yarmouth

Thornton, Richard and John, Borough 
Tine Glass Company, Gateshead, Durham 

J 'ewarfj Edward, esq. 4, Ludgate street 
Thorpe, Samuel, and Co. 14, Aldgate 
Tagart and Reynells, Broad street, Bristol 
Thompson,Wm. and P. Barker, 27, Dean st. Southwark 
Tinkler and Mountford, Gunpowder makers, 8, Birchin 

lane
Thorns, John Ellison, esq. St. Paul's church yard
Honourable Victualling Board, Somerset House 
"Van Dyck, Gevers, and Co, 6, Circus, Minories 
UTir and Engstrom, 27, Lawrence Pountney lane 
Vandermcrsch, J. A. esq. Muscovy court, T ower hill 
Unsworth, esq Belle street, Liverpool 
Vulliamy, Du Bois, and Favre, 32, Throgmorton street 
Villegille, Corson, and Co. Mincing lane 
Vason and Cottrill, 24, Bread street hill 
Usbornc, John, esq. 37, Old Broad street

Wilkes, Dickinson, and Co. Poultry
Williams, Son, and Co. 20, Birchin lane
Wilson, Thomas, esq. 31, Bucklersbury
Wright, Christopher, esq. Birmingham
Weaver, William, esq. Bow lane, Ditto
AVood and Cornish, 35, Broad street buildings
Wolffs and Dorville, Danish Consul, America square
Wilson and Glennie, 6, George street, Minories
Westwood, John, Mr. Warwick square
Warren, John, Mr. 12, Bishopsgate
Whitbread and Co. Chiswell street

Wansee, Jefferys, and Co. Lothbury
Wood, Jacob, Brothers, and Wilson, Cheapside
Wistinghausen and Co. 3, Castle court, Budge row
Whalley, John, and Co. 3, Basinghall street
Wigram, J. esq. Crosby square
Wollaston, H. S. H. esq. 1, Castle street, Watling street
Woodmason, Alf. esq. 4, Finsbury-street
Wallis, William, esq. 52, Cornhill
Williams, J. and J. and E. Burford, 27, Poultry
Wilhelmi, Herman, esq. 5,.Martin's lane
Whcble, John, esq. Warwick square
Withall, Caleb, esq. Mincing lane
Warwick, John, Mr. 3, Crown court, Borough
Weston, Pinhorn, and Golding, Borough bank
Williams, William, esq. 10, Adam street, Adelphi
Wallis, James, Mr. 46, Paternoster row
Wilson, Wm. esq. 1, Little St Helen's
Wells, Lewis, Mr. 28, Leadenhall street

West, Charles and John G. 35, Bucklersbury
Walkers, Jos. esq. 5, Lawrence Pountney hill
Walker, Maltby, and Co. Red Bull Wharf
Wilkinson and Wighton, 6, Love lane, Aldermanburv
Westmacott, Rich. esq. Mount street, Grosvenor square
Wardell, CaptainThomas, Patriot square, Btthnal green
Willows, 1 homas, jun. esq. Leicester square
Whaley, Samuel, esq. Tall Mall
Welsh, Patrick, esq. Queen Anne street, Liverpool
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"Williams, Wilson, and Co. Exchange alley, Liverpool 
Waterhouse, Nicholas, esq. Ditto 
Walklate,.J. H. esq. 2, Wapping, Ditto 
Warrall, William, esq. Duke street, Ditto 
Wilcocke, S. H. esq. Nile street, Ditto 
Wilkinson, Wm. esq. Plasgrove, near "Wrexham 
Wilkinson, Henry, esq. Murray street, Liverpool 
Winship, Taylor, esq. Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Williams, John Cascly, esq. Redcliffe street, Bristol 
Warmington and Williams, Yarmouth 
Wedgewood, Jonah, and Byerby, York str. St. James sq. 
Williams, R. T. esq. Architects Office, London Docks 
Wadbrook, F. esq. 59, Fen church street 
Wynn, H. Mr. Sail Cloth Manufacturer, Ditto 
Westminster Fire Office, Strand 
Willcockj D. jun. esq. 9, Bishopsgate street 
Webb and Campbell, Aldermanbury 
Wrillctt and Annesly, Finsbury square 
Wontncr, Thomas, Mr. furrier, 115, Minories

Woodward and Son, Honduras wharf 
Whitehead, John, esq. 27, Bankside, Southwark 
Walford, Richard, esq. 6, Watling street 
White, James, esq. Solicitor to the Treasury 
Ware, C. esq. Holborn court, Gray's inn 
Windus and Wills, 8, Oxford street 

White, Thomas, esq. Lloyd's Coffee House 
Wisslicen and Dopcke, 7, Little St. Thomas Apostle 
Wheeler, Thomas, esq. 39, St. Andrew's hill 
Williams, Thomas, esq. Savage gardens 
Watts, D. P. esq. 32, Gower street 
Walters, T. esq. 40, Lime street, and 195, Wapping 
Williams, L. esq. Nicholas lane

Yeates, Browns, and Co. 2, St. Mary hill 
Yahagan, Joseph, esq. 37, Broad street 
Young, George, esq. 20, Leman street

Zornun and Jourdan, Lawrence Pountney hill

ADDITIONAL

Beatson, William, esq. 1, St. Mary hill 
Bright, Richard, esq. Bristol 
Barry, Bristol, Mr. 3 copies, ditto 
Bicknell, C. esq. solicitor to the admiralty

Castle, Robert, and Co. Bristol 
Cawthorn, , esq. Idol lane

Duff, —, esq. Great Surrey street, Blackfriars

Ellison, John, esq. Thorn, Yorkshire

Fletcher and Wright, Hyde street, Bloomsbury 
Francis, William, esq. 60, Gracechurch street 
Flowerdew, Charles, esq. Beer lane, "1 hames street

Gosling, William, esq. Mark lane 
Gahagan, , esq. 37, Broad street

Harvey and Wilson, Red Bull wharf, Upper Thames 
street

Hardez, Mantz, and Co. 277, Wapping 
Holt, John and Robert, Rochdale 
Hood, Anthony, esq. Newcastle upon Tyne 
Heine, Meyer, esq. 24, Abchurch lane

SUBSCRIBERS.

Karbottle, John, esq. Whitechapel

Lavers, James, esq. Paradise row, Lambeth

Maitland, John, esq. Basinghall street
Morgan, -, esq. Bedford row
Monteliore, Joseph, esq. City Chambers and Kenningtor*

Pagan, Thomas, and Co. Artillery place, Finsbury 
Phillips and Co. New Crane, Wapping 
Pearson, Walter, esq. Lloyd's Coffee House

Robertson, John, esq. 47, Tower square 
Racah, Moses Vita, esq. Leghorn 
Reynolds, , Gray's Inn

Sanders, Bryon, and Smith, 37, St. Mary hill 
Stewitson, Middleton, esq. Newcastle upon Tyne 
Shepherd, William, Mr. 3 copies, Bristol 
Spool, James, esq. Edinburgh 
Sharp, George, and Sons, 37, Threadneedle street

Wall, John, esq. Nicholas lane
White, Robert, esq. alderman, Cambridge

A COM-



 



A

COMMERCIAL DICTIONARY.

ABE

A BANDONED, goods which the Proprietor 
has renounced knowingly and willingly, and 

■which he no longer reckons in the number of his 
effects, are said to be abandoned.

ABANDONING, is the relinquishing the goods a per¬ 
son is in possession of. If to creditors it is called 
cession; if they are abandoned, in order to be free 
from the changes to which one is subject by possessing 
them, it is called giving up.

.ABATEMENT, a term signifying a prohibition of 
trade to all ports in the Levant, for such French 

-merchants as refuse to pay their debts or stand to 
their bargains. The sentence of abatement is pro¬ 
nounced by the French Consul, and until it is taken 
off", those who have incurred it cannot sue any per¬ 
son for debts due to them.

.Abatement, or Rebate, is a term used amongst 
traders for a discount or diminution in the price of cer¬ 
tain commodities, when the purchaser pays ready 
money for the articles instead of taking credit, and a 
deduction or discount of so much per cent, is generally 
allowed as a consideration for prompt payment. It is 
the practice also of several trading companies abroad 
to allow a certain discount for ready money; and by 

-the English East India Company six per cent, is al¬ 
lowed for prompt payment. See Customs, Excise,* 
Stamp Office.

ABERDEEN, a city of Scotland, situated in the county 
of the same name. It has a considerable revenue arising 
from the salmon fishery. The herring fishery con- 
Stitute^ako a lucrative branch of commerce; and the

A B R

merchants of Aberdeen carry on a considerable trade 
to Dantzic and Koningsberg, Riga and Narva, Wy- 
bourg and Stockholm. An extensive manufactory of 
thread and worsted stockings is also carried on at 
Aberdeen.

ABERYSTWITH, a populous rich town of Cardi¬ 
ganshire in Wales, 199 miles south west of London. 
It has a considerable trade in lead, and a fishery of 
white cod and herrings.

ABINGDON, a market town in Berkshire, 55 miles 
west of London : its principal manufacture is malt, 
large quantities of which are sent by water carriage to 
London.

ABJURATION, is used to signify the renouncing, 
disclaiming, and denying upon oath the Pretender to 
have any right to the crown of these kingdoms. See 
Oath.

ABRUZZO, a province of Naples. Vegetables, fruits, 
animals, and numberless other articles of sustenance, 
not only furnish ample provision for the use of the 
natives, but also allow of exportation. There is so 

large a quantity of wheat reaped, that many thou¬ 
sands of quarters are annually shipped off; much 
Turkey wheat is sent out, and the province of Te- 
ramo sells a great deal of rice, little inferior in good¬ 
ness to that of Lombardy. Oil is a plentiful com¬ 

modity, and wines are made for exportation on many 

parts of the coast; but wool has always been, and 
still is there the staple commodity. There are no ma¬ 
nufactures of woollens in the province, except two 
small ones of coarse cloth 5 and the greater part of 

B the
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the wool is sent out unwrought. No silk is made 
here, though mulberry trees would grow well in the 
low grounds.

ACAPULCO, a considerable town and port in Mexico, 
on the South Sea; it has a fine harbour, from 
whence a ship sails annually to Manilla, in the Phi¬ 
lippine Islands, near the coast of China and Asia, 
and another returns annually from thence with all 
the treasure of the East Indies; such as diamonds, 
rubies, sapphires, and other precious stones; the rich 
carpets of Persia, the camphire of Borneo, the benja¬ 
min and ivory of Pegu and Cambodia, the silks, 
muslins, and calicoes of the Mogul's country, the gold 
dust, tea, china ware, silk and cabinets of China and 
Japan, besides cinnamon, cloves, mace, nutmegs, and 
pepper ; insomuch that this single ship contains more 
riches than many whole fleets. The goods brought 
to Acapulco are carried to the city of Mexico by 
mules and pack-horses; and from thence to Vera 
Cruz, on the North Sea, in order to be shipped for 
Europe. Ships arrive at the port by two inlets, sepa¬ 
rated from each other by a small island; the entrance 
into them in the day time is by means of a sea- 
breeze, as the sailing out in the night time is effected 
by a land breeze. A wretched fort of 42 pieces of 
cannon, and a garrison of 60 men defend it. The 
harbour is equally extensive, safe, and commodious. 
The bason, which constitutes this harbour, is sur¬ 

rounded by lofty mountains, which are so dry that 
they are ever destitute of water. The air here is 
hot, heavy, and unwholesome, to which none can ha¬ 
bituate themselves but certain negroes that are born 
under a similar climate, or some mulattoes. This 
feeble and miserable colony is crouded with a vast 
accession to its numbers upon the arrival of the gal¬ 
leons, traders flocking thither from all provinces of 
Mexico, who come to exchange European toys, their 
own cochineal, and about ten millions of dollars, for 
spices, muslins, printed linens, silk, perfumes, and 
the gold works of Asia. 

ACCEPTANCE, is that act by which the party upon 
whom a bill of exchange is drawn, makes himself 
liable to the amount therein contained. An accept¬ 
ance may be absolute to the bill at all events; or it 
may be partial, as to pay a certain part of it; or 

conditional} that is to say, upon the performance of a
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certain condition: in this case, when such condition 
is performed, the acceptance becomes absolute.

An acceptance may also be collateral, as an accept-
ance upon pretest.

An acceptance may be given either verbally or m 
-writing; the latter, however, is the most usual 
and regular. But any thing, tending to shew that

'

the party means to be bound by his undertaking, 
such as the signature of his initials, the day of the 
month, keeping the bill a longer time than usual, or 
any verbal promise or agreement, will be tantamount 
to an acceptance. See Bills of Exchange.

ACCEPTOR, the person who accepts a bill of ex¬ 
change, by signing it, and obliges himself to pay the 
contents when due. See Acceptance, Bills of Ex<- 
change.

ACCOMMODATION, is used both of matters of 
trade and of law, to signify a friendly agreement or 
composition between persons at variance •, and is fre¬ 
quently brought about by the mediation of common 
friends, or by a partition of the things in dispute.

Accommodation Bills, bills of exchange given with¬ 
out value by one merchant to another for his accom¬ 
modation, in order to have them discounted. See 
Bills of Exchange.

ACCOUNT, or Accompt, in a general sense, a com¬ 

putation or reckoning of any thing by numbers.. 
Collectively it is used to express the books which 
merchants, traders, bankers, &c. use for recording 
their transactions in business.

When persons have mutual dealings, signing the 
account is not necessary to make a stated one; but the 
act of keeping it any length of time, without mak¬ 
ing an objection, binds the person to whom it is 
sent, and prevents his entering into an open account 
afterwards. 2 Atk. 251.

Among merchants, it is looked upon as an allow¬ 
ance of an account current, if the merchant who 
receives it does not object to it in a second or third 
post. 2 Fern. 276. p. Hutchins. Lord Comm. Sherman 
v. Sherman. See Book-keeping. 

Account in Bank, is a fund which merchants, traders, 
&c. deposit into the common cash of some Bank, to 
be employed in the payment of bills of exchange, 
promisory notes, and debts. 

Account in Company, is a species of account between
two
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two or more merchants or traders, hi consequence of 
an association or partnership between them.

Account of Saks, is an account delivered by one mer¬ 
chant to another, or by a factor to his principal, of 
the disposal, charges, commission, and nett produce 
of certain merchandizes, consigned to such merchant

. or factor.

ACCOUNTANT, or Accomptant, in the most ge- 
. neral sense, is a person skilled in accounts. In a more 

restricted sense it is applied to a person or officer ap¬ 

pointed to keep the accounts of a public company or 

office, the South Sea, the India Company, the_ Bank,
/ the Excise, &c.
ACQUITTANCE, a release or discharge in writing 

for a sum of money, acknowledging that the said 
sum has been paid or discharged by the party.

No man is obliged to pay a sum of money if the de¬ 
mandant refuses to give an acquittance.

An acquittance given by a servant, for a sum of 
money received for the use of his master, shall be 
a good discharge for that sum, provided such ser¬ 
vant is in the general practice of receiving his mas¬ 
ter's rents, debts, &c. See Discharge, Receipt, Re¬ 
lease.

ACRE, or Acra, a sea port town in Syria. Corn 
and cotton form the basis of the commerce of Acre, 
which is becoming more nourishing every day. Of 
late the Pacha, by an abuse common throughout all 
the Turkish empire, has monopolized all the trade in 
his own hands : no cotton can be sold but to him, 
and from him every purchase must be made. In vain 
have the European merchants.claimed the privileges 
granted them by the Sultan. Djezzar replied, that 
he was the Sultan in his country, and continued his ( 
monopoly. These merchants are in general French, j 
and have six houses in Acre, with a Consul. An im¬ 
perial Agent too is lately settled there, also a Resi¬ 
dent for Russia. This place has lately been rendered 
famous for its siege by Bonaparte, which he was com¬ 
pelled to raise by the English and Turkish force 
under Sir Sidney Smith.

ACT of Bankruptcy. See Bankruptcy.
ACTS. See Notarial Acts.

ACTION, a share in a joint stock company: a term 
not used in England. It implies a share in any com¬ 

pany of a certain value. A' man may hold one, two, |

ADM

or any number of actions. One or more actions ge¬ 

nerally entitle the holder to a vote or votes in the 
administration ; but the number of votes is always 
limited, that one actionair may not have too much 
power over a property of which a part only belongs 
to himself.

Action, a right which any person has to sue for any 
demand or pretension at law.

ACTIONARY, or Actionist, a proprietor of stock 
in a trading company.

ACTUARY, a notary or officer appointed to write 
the acts or proceedings of a court, Sec. or to manage 
the concerns of an insurance company.

ADJUSTMENT. See Marine Insurance.

ADMEASUREMENT, by stat. 6 Geo. I. c. 21. s. 33. 
The tonnage of ships inwards is to be measured and 
ascertained by the following rule, viz. take the length 
of the keel within board (so much she treads on the 
ground), and the breadth within board by the mid¬ 
ship beam, from plank to plank, and half the breadth 
for the depth, then multiply the length by the 
breadth, and that product by the depth, and divide 
the whole by 94, the quotient will give the true con¬ 
tents of the tonnage.

ADMINISTRATORS. An administrator is a person 
to whose charge are committed, by the Ecclesiastical 
Court, the personal property of a person dying in¬ 
testate.

Administrators are of various species, as during the 
minority of an infant, executor, or administrator, 
during the absence from the country of the executor 
or administrator, or during the pendency of a suit 
in the Ecclesiastical Court concerning the validity of 
a will. Hil. Term, 2 W. & M. B. R. 4 Mod. 15.

If a testator make a will without appointing any 
executor, or if he name persons incapable of acting, 
or who refuse to act, the ordinary must grant admi¬ 
nistration with the will annexed ; and in case the 

course of representation from executor to executor 
becomes interrupted by administration, the ordinary 
must commit administration of such of the goods of 
the deceased not administered by the former executor 
or administrator ; such an administrator is termed an 
administrator de bonis non, and he is then the only 
representative of the deceased in matter of personal 
property.

B 2 Where
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Where the party dying intestate has personal pro¬ 

perty of the value of 5I. in several dioceses of the 
same archiepiscopal province, administration must 
be taken out in the Prerogative or Archbishop's 
Court; and if such property be in different dioceses 
of different provinces, there must be a prerogative ad¬ 
ministration in both ; but if they are in one dio¬ 
cese of each province, administration will be granted 
by the Bishop of each diocese of the goods, &c. 
within their respective jurisdictions ; and if one dio¬ 
cese only, then by the Bishop of that diocese. Sa/k. 39.

By stat. 31 Edw. III. and 21 H. VIII. c. 5. where 
persons die intestate, general administration is to 
be granted by the ordinary of his effects as follows :

The wife's effects to the husband or his representa¬ 

tives, and of the husband's effects to the widow or 

next of kin ; but he may grant it to either or both at 
his discretion. Stra. 532.

Among the kindred of the intestate those are to be 
preferred that are nearest in degree ; but of persons 
of equal degree the ordinary may choose which hewill.

This propinquity of degree shall be reckoned ac¬ 

cording to the computation of the civilians, and not 
of the canonists; that is to say, the children, or on 
failure of the children, the parents ofthe deceased are 
entitled to the administration, both which are indeed 
in the first degree, but with us the children are al¬ 
lowed the preference.

Then follow brothers, grandfathers, uncles or ne¬ 

phews, and the females of each class respectively.
And in case of failure, the cousins of the intestate 

are entitled to administer. 2 Black. Com. 505.
The half blood is admitted to the administration as 

well as the whole. The brother or sister of the half 

blood will therefore exclude the uncle of the whole 
blood.

In case the kindred of the testator will not take 

out administration, a creditor is allowed to do it.
And by 38 G. III. c. 87, it is enacted, that if at 

the end of twelve months from the death of any 

testator, the executor to whom probate shall have 
been granted, is residing out of the jurisdiction of the 
King's Courts, a creditor may, upon application, ob¬ 
tain letters of administration, for the purpose of hav¬ 
ing his demand satisfied out of the effects of the 
testator. '
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If the executor of a testator refuse to account or 
die intestate, administration may be granted to the 
residuary legatee in exclusion of the next of kin.

The ordinary by stat. Edw. HZ. may commit ad¬ 
ministration to such discreet person as he approves of.

The ordinary may also grant to any one letters to 
collect the goods of the deceased, which makes him 
neither executor nor administrator, his office being 
only to keep the goods in his safe custody, and to do 
other proper and necessary acts, for the benefit of 
such as are entitled to the property of the deceased- 
2 Black. Com. 505.

By the stat. 38 G. III. it is also provided, that 
where an infant, under the age of twenty-one, is sole 
executor, administration with the will annexed shall 
be granted to the guardian of such infant, or to such 
other person as the Spiritual Court shall think fit, 
until such infant shall attain the age of twenty-one 

years; and such administrator shall have the same 
power vested in him as administrator during the mi¬ 
nority of the next akin.

Although in case of a bastard's dying without kin¬ 
dred, the King is entitled to his personal property as 
administrator, yet it is usual for the Crown to grant 
administration to some relation of the bastard's father 
or mother, reserving some small portion of his effects 
by way of preserving its rights.

The administrator on his appointment enters into a 
bond for duly administering the intestate's effects j 
and should he neglect, he may be sued by any of the 
creditors, or next of kin to the deceased.

If there be two or more administrators, one of 
them cannot alone, as an executor, release the debts 
of the intestate; or otherwise dispose of his pro¬ 
perty, but all must join, it not being a several but 
joint authority, that is, delegated to them by the or¬ 

dinary. -Hudson v. Hudson, 1 Atk. 460.
If an administrator submit a matter in dispute'be¬ 

tween himself and another in right of his intestate 
this will be at his own peril; for if the arbitrator do 
not give him the same justice to which he is by law 
entitled, he must account for the deficiency to those 
persons interested in the effects. Barry v. Rush 

1 T. R. 691. See Executor. 
ADMIRAL, an officer or magistrate of high authority, 

having the government of the royal navy, and in his
court

\
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court the determinator of .all causes belonging to the 
sea, and offences committed thereon. This office is 
now usually exercised by commissioners, who by stat. 
2 W. & M. c. 2, are declared to have the same autho¬ 

rities, jurisdictions, and power, as the Lord High Ad¬ 
miral. See Admiralty. 

ADMIRALTY. The Admiralty and admirals of Eng¬ 
land had formerly jurisdiction in all causes of mer¬ 

chants and mariners, happening not only upon the 
main sea, but all foreign parts within and without 
the King's dominions; and were to judge them in a 

summary way, according to the laws of Oleron and 
other sea laws. The Court of Admiralty was estab¬ 
lished in the reign of Edward the Third. By 13 th 
Ric. II. st. I. c. 5, the admirals and their deputies 
shall meddle with nothing done within the realm, but 
only with things done on the sea. By 15th Ric. II. 
c. 3. all contracts, pleas, and quarrels, and other things 
done within the bodies of counties by land and water, 
and of wreck, the admiral shall have cognisance, and 
is empowered to arrest ships in the great flotes for 
the great voyages of the King, and lie shall have ju¬ 
risdiction upon the flotes during the voyages. By 
stat. 8th Eliz. c. 5, judgment or sentence definitive in 
any marine cause, in appeal to Chancery by delegates, 
shall be final.

By 2 Will, and Mar. all the authority, power, and 
jurisdiction lawfully vested in the lord high admiral 
shall be exercised and executed by the commissioners 
for executing that office, to all intents and purposes 
as if the said commissioners were lord high admiral 
of England.

By 4 Anne, c. 16. s. 17, suits in the Court of Ad¬ 
miralty for seamens' wages must be commenced 
within six years after such cause of action shall accrue. 
But the six years shall not begin to run until their 
return to England.

The following points have been determined relative 
to the Admiralty jurisdiction :

If the owner of a ship charge her for repairs done 
in England by an instrument under seal, stated to be 
by way of bottomry, upon which she is afterwards 
seized by admiralty process, and decreed to be sold 
to satisfy the demand, and no appeal is made from 
that sentence, but between the seizure and decree a 

writ of execution issues against the owner at the suit
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of another creditor, the sheriff cannot under this 
writ take the vessel; neither can he maintain trover 

against the officer in possession by warrant from the 
Admiralty. Ladbroke v. Crickett, 1 T. R. 649.

Where a sentence has been given by a Court of 
Admiralty, it shall be taken that such Court had ju¬ 
risdiction, unless the contrary appears upon the face- 
of it. 2 T. R. 649.

The Court of Admiralty may take cognizance of 
an hypothecation-bond given in the course of a 

voyage, although it be executed on land and under 
seal. 3 T. R. 267. This Court has also jurisdiction 
over the question of freight claimed by a neutral 
master against the captor, who has taken the goods 
as prize. Smart v. Wolff, 3 T. R. 323.

A monition having issued- after the goods were 
condemned and decreed to be delivered to the captors, 
at the suit' of such master against the plaintiffs as 

owners or agents of the prize goods, to bring into 
Court the produce remaining in their hands to answer 
the freight, the Court of King's Bench refused a pro¬ 
hibition ; though no fidejussory caution had been 
taken before the goods were delivered to the captor; 
but the question of freight had been reserved by the 
terms of the decree for future" consideration. 3 

T.R.323.
Where a vessel is injured in the Thames, within 

the body of a county, the Admiralty has no juris¬ 
diction in this case. Velthasen v. Ornuley, 3 T. R. 
315; and in every case where it appears that the 
Court of Admiralty is proceeding in a question over 
which it has no jurisdiction, a court of common law 
will grant a prohibition, without imposing any terms 
upon the party applying for it. 3 T. R. 311.

It appears that the Court of Admiralty has exclu¬ 
sive jurisdiction over prize questions; and notwith¬ 
standing any of the prize acts, the Prize Courts, and 
Courts of Lords Commissioners of Appeals have the 
sole and exclusive jurisdiction over the question of 
prize or no prize, and who are the captors; and if 
they pronounce a sentence of condemnation, adjudg¬ 
ing also who are the captors, the courts of common 
law cannot examine the justice or propriety of it, 
even though, perhaps, they would have put a different 
construction on the prize acts; and the same courts 
have power to enforce their decrees. Home v. Ear!

Ca/ndtn
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Camden and others, i Hen. Black. 476. 4 T. R. 
3S2. 2 Hen. Black. ^33.

No right is vested by any of the prize acts in the 
^ captors of an enemy's ship and cargo in war, before 

the ultimate adjudication of the courts of prize ; and 
consequently the issuing a monition to the prize 
agents by the Court of- Commissioners of Appeals in 
Prize Causes, to bring in the proceeds of a ship and 
cargo, which have been sold after a sentence of con¬ 
demnation as lawful prize, but from which sentence 
there is an appeal (on a subject distinct from the 
question whether prize or not, which is not dis¬ 
puted), is not a ground for a prohibition to that 
Court; for the monition neither interferes with nor 

defeats any vested rights. 2 K. B. 533.

Proceedings in the Court of Admiralty.
Civil Jurisdiction. The proceedings of the Court 

of Admiralty are according to the method of the 
ecclesiastical courts, and held at the same place. It 
is no court of record ; and an appeal from its deci¬ 
sion lies to the Court of Delegates.

Appeals from the Vice-admiralty Courts in Ame¬ 
rica, and our other settlements abroad, which are 

branches of this court, may be brought before the 
Court of Admiralty here, or before the King in 
Council.

The advantage resulting to mariners from suing in 
the Court of Admiralty are, 1st. that all may join in 
a suit for wages, whereby the expence is considerably 
lessened, which cannot be done in the courts of law; 
and, 2dly, the ship itself is reponsible in the Admi¬ 
ralty, and not the owners. So far is this principle 
carried, that if a master designing to go a voyage, 
hires and takes on board seamen for that purpose, 
and afterwards the owners disagree about sending 
the ship upon that voyage, and the seamen be there¬ 
upon discharged, they have the same remedy in the 
Admiralty for their wages as if the ship had actually 

gone the voyage. But it is to be observed, that this 
privilege of suing in the Court of Admiralty is con¬ 
fined only to mates and mariners, and does not extend 
to the master, for the master's contract is founded 
upon the credit of the oicncr, and that of the ma¬ 
riner upon the credit of the ship.

Criminal Jurisdiction. The judge of the Admiralty 
presides in this court, as the deputy of the lord high

i
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admiral; and the court may be held in any place. 
Of the commissioners nominated by the lord 
chancellor, two common law judges are constantly

'

appointed. Although the judges try the prisoner, 
yet the judge of the Admiralty always presides, in the 
same manner as the lord mayor at the sessions held 
within the city of London.

By 39 G. HI. c. 7, offences committed on the high 
seas are liable to the same punishment as if committed 
on shore, and are to be tried and adjudged in the 
same manner ; and persons tried for murder and 
manslaughter, and found guilty of manslaughter only, 
shall be entitled to the benefit of clergy, and be sub¬ 
ject to the same punishment as if such crime were 
committed on land.

ADVANCE, an Anticipation of Time. Money paid by 
way of advance is money paid before goods are de¬ 
livered, work done, or business performed. To pay 
a note of hand or bill by advance, is to pay the value 
before it becomes due, for which a discount is usually 
taken.

Advance signifies also loan of money, or supplying 
with merchandize.

Advance in Price. An augmentation or rise in the 
price of an article, from and after some given time or 

circumstance understood by the parties.
ADVANCEMENTS of Money in the Bank. Besides 

discounting bills, the Bank will advance money on 

government securities, or on a deposit in specie or 
bullion. They will also purchase gold and silver bul¬ 
lion and Spanish dollars. See Bank.

ADVENTURE, or Venture, is merchandize shipped 
with any person that goes to sea to any part of the 
world to dispose of for the shipper's account, and at 
his risk.

ADVENTURERS. A word applied to merchants en¬ 

gaged in trade beyond seas, who are on account of 
the venture or risk termed merchant-adventurers. It 
was first applied to a company of merchants and 
traders erected for the purpose of discovering lands, 
territories, &c.

The first society of adventurers originated in Bur¬ 
gundy in 1248, and was known by the name of the 
brotherhood of St. Thomas a Becket; that company 
was afterwards brought to England, and established 
and confirmed by Edward III. and several of his

successors,
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successors, who gave it the title of merchant-adven¬ 
turers.

ADVENTURE, (Bill of). A bill containing the articles 
shipped on board a vessel, written out in the name of 
another, who is to run all risks and hazards.

ADVERTISEMENT, an information given to persons 
interested in an affair, either by inserting a short no¬ 
tice in the public papers, or by posting up or distribut¬ 
ing publicly printed bills: it is, in particular concerns, 
the same as a proclamation is in public affairs.

Any person advertising a reward with no questions 
ashed, for the return of things stolen or lost, or pro¬ 

mising in any such advertisement to return to any 

person who may have bought or advanced money 

upon such thing the money so paid or advanced, or 

any reward for the return of such thing, as also the 
printers of newspapers, &c. printing or publishing 
such advertisement, shall forfeit 50I.

ADVICE- A letter containing information of any 
circumstance supposed to be unknown to the person 
to whom it is written. When goods are sent off by 
sea or land, the letter sent to inform the person who 
is to receive the same, is termed advice of the goods, 
or letter of advice.

AFFIDAVIT, is an oath in writing sworn before some 

person legally authorised to administer the same : the 
true place of abode, and addition of the person 

making such affidavit, is to be inserted therein; it 
should set forth the matter of fact only, and not the 
merits of the cause, of which the court is to judge ; 
it must also set forth the matter positively, and all 
material circumstances attending it, and be absolute, 
and not couched in words of reference : except in 
the case of assignees, executors, &c. who may swear 
to their belief of the matter.

AFFIRMATION, an indulgence allowed by law to 
the people called Quakers, who in cases where an 
oath is required from others, may make a solemn 
affirmation that what they say is true. This however 
is confined to civil cases.

AFFREIGHMENT. See Shipping, Freight.
AFRICA, one of the four quarters of the world, 

bounded on the north by the Mediterranean, which 
separates it from Europe ; on the north east by the 
Red Sea, which divides it from Asia, and to which 
.it is attached by the isthmus of Suez> and on the
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west, south, and east by the Atlantic, Ethiopic, and 
eastern oceans. Its greatest length- from north to 
south is 6300 miles, and its greatest breadth from east 
to west 3500 miles : reaches from lat. 37°N. to 350 
S. and from long. 1700 W. to 50° E.

This continent, although very little explored, is 
from its peninsular form and centrical situation most 

eminently favourable for commerce with all parts of 
the world; and were it cultivated, it is capable of 
raising all or most of the articles of produce of both 
East and West Indies. No part of^the world abounds 
more in gold, silver and copper; ivory too is one of 
the best branches of commerce : but the great trade 
of European nations with this continent is that of 
slaves.

Notwithstanding this country contains near 10,000 
miles of coast, large deep rivers, and vast numbers of 
excellent harbours, yet it has no navigation, no ship¬ 
ping, nor trade,-except on the coast of the Mediter¬ 
ranean. What it affords in its present state is wholly 
given up to the gain of others. See Freight, African 
Company, and Slave Trade. 

AFRICAN COMPANY. The trade of Africa was car¬ 

ried on by a company called the Royal African Com¬ 
pany, under charters granted by King Charles II. in 
1661, 1663, and IC^73> and subsequent proclamations. 
But from the heavy charges of the Company in main¬ 
taining forts, troops, factors, &c. they had become 
greatly in debt, and found it necessary to apply for 
relief to Parliament, who, on a consideration of the 
case determined to establish a new Company for ex¬ 

tending and improving the trade to Africa, which 
was accordingly done by 23 Geo. II. By this act all 
his Majesty's subjects trading to Africa, between Cape 
Blanco and the Cape of Good Hope, are incorporated 
under the name of The Company of Merchants trad¬ 
ing to Africa; but not to trade in their corporate or 

joint capacity, or have any joint or transferable stock -y 
each person desirous of participating in this trade, to 
obtain the freedom of the Company on payment of 
40s. By 26 Geo. II. the Royal African Company 
was dissolved, and certain sums therein mentioned 
directed to be paid them by Government by way of 
compensation ; and it was enacted that all contracts 
and agreements made by them with the kings, &c. 
of the coast be made over to the said Company of

Merchants
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Merchants trading to Africa. The old Company be¬ 
ing thus divested of their charter, the trade to Africa 
became free to all his Majesty's subjects, on payment of 
40s. as aforesaid, and was and is still carried on under 
the direction and subject to the by-laws of the Com¬ 
mittee of the Company of Merchants trading to 
Africa ; and by an act of Parliament passed in 1765, 
all the British forts and settlements belonging to the 
Company are vested in his Majesty; and other re¬ 

gulations are made for securing, extending, and im¬ 
proving the trade to Africa, which has restored it 
to a flourishing state; and an annual grant is made 
by Parliament of from 13,0001. to 15,0001. for re¬ 

pairing and maintaining the forts.
Our exports for this trade are cloths, woollens, mus- 

lins,and some other India goods,spices, drugs, tobacco, 
sugar, dying-woods, alum, paper, steel, iron, lead, 
toys, mercery and hard-ware, ivory and box-combs, 
glass-beads. Our returns are slaves, gum Senegal, 
ostrich feathers indigo, gold dust, dates, raisins, 
copper, wax, goat skins, coral, and bitter almonds. 
In this enumeration is included the particulars of 
that small branch of trade we carry on with Sallee,- 
Tunis, Tripoli, and Algiers.

The fort of Senegal by the peace of r 783 was ceded 
by Great Britain to France, in lieu of which the French 

king guaranteed to Great Britain the possession of 
Fort James and the river Gambia, both lying between 
the fort of Sallee and Cape Rouge ; and upon this 
occasion the forts, settlements, and factories between 
those ports which by 5 Geo. III. c. 44 (repealing the 
preceding of 4 Geo. III. c. 20), had been -vested in 
the King, were revested in the Company; this by 
23 Geo. III. c. 65, was accordingly done, but the 
same freedom of trading thither to all the King's 
subjects was nevertheless continued. See Slave Trade. 

AGENT is any person appointed to transact the bu¬ 
siness of another. It is a principle of law that when¬ 
ever a man has a power as owner to do a thing, he 
may as consistent with this right do it by deputy, 
either as attorney, agent, factor, or servant. Hence 
it follows, that any person may draw, accept, or in¬ 
dorse bills by his agents as well as by himself. In 
these cases he is said to draw, indorse, or accept 
bills by procuration.

It has been asserted that agents should be appointed
3
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by a formal power of attorney; but this is not neces¬ 
sary, for the authority of one agent to draw, in¬ 
dorse, and accept bills in the name of his principal 
is usually in words. 7 T. R. 209. 12 Mod. 654.

His power -with respect to binding his principal. 'If * 
person be appointed a general agent, as in the case of a 
factor of a merchant resident abroad, the principal 
is bound by all his acts, but an agent specially ap¬ 
pointed under a restrictive and circumscribed power, 
cannot bind his principal by an act whereby he ex¬ 
ceeds his authority. Fenn v. Harrison, 5 T. R. 757*

An action on the case for money had and received 
to the use of the plaintiff, ought to be brought against 
the principal, not against a receiver or collector. 
Sadler v. Bvances, K.B. Mich. 7 Geo. til.

If money be mispaid to an agent, and he has paid 
it over, he is not liable in an action by the person who 
mispaid it. But if before he has paid the money to 
the principal, the person corrects the mistake, the 
agent cannot afterwards pay it over without making 
himself liable ; and if there was no new credit, nor 

acceptance of new bills, no fresh goods bought, nor 
money advanced for his principal, the merely passing 
it in account is not a payment over.

When an agent is employed to buy goods, an ac¬ 

knowledgment under his hand-writing, of his having 
received them, is evidence of a delivery to the buyer. 
Briggsy. Laurence, M. 30 G.III. B. R. 7 T. R. 341.

Where a man pays money by his agent, which 
ought not to have been paid, either the agent or 
principal may bring an action to recover it back. Ste¬ 
venson v. Mortimer, East. T. 18 G. III. T. R. B. R. 

Coivp. 805.
If a man pay money to the known agent of an¬ 

other, which has been paid by a mistake, it will be % 
good answer to an action that.he (the agent) has paid 
it over to the principal.

If exorbitant fees be taken by a custom-house 
officer from the master of a vessel, although the pay¬ 
ment of such fees are by the statute imposed per¬ 
sonally on the master, the owner may receive the 
excess in an action for money had and received ; 
but no action lies against a steward, manager, or 
agent for damage done by the negligence of those 
employed by him in the service of his principal, but 
the principal, or those actually employed only, are

liable.
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liable. Stone v. Cart-wright, Mich. 36 G. III. B. R. 
6T. R.411.

If a man authorize another to refer a dispute in his 
behalf to arbitration, the award will be binding on 
the principal alone, unless the agent bind himself for 
the performance of the principal. 1 Wil. 28. 58. 
See Authorityy Factors.

A general agent may insure without an order for 
that purpose, when it is for the interest of his cor¬ 

respondent that he should do so. A debt which 
would have given a lien on the thing insured, gives 
an insurable interest. A contingent and warrantable 
expectation of interest is sufficient to enable the party 
to insure. If the name of the broker effecting the 
policy be inserted, it is a sufficient compliance with 
the 28th G. III. c. 56, though he be not described 
therein as agent. De Vignierv. Swansea, 1 Pull. & 

K Bos. 346. So, though it should appear that the agent
]S named in the party be not a general agent, but only

agent for that particular purpose, Bell v. Gibson, 
1 Pull. & Bos. 345. To make a man an agent in such 

"J case, he must either have express directions from the
principal to cause the insurance to be made, or else it 

at- must be a duty arising from the nature of his cor-

ng respondence with the principal; and, no general au-
•jj, thority which he may have in relation to a ship or

^. goods, will make him an agent for the purpose of
^ insuring on behalf of the parties interested: there-
, jf fore, a ship's husband, regularly appointed by deed

executed by all the owners, with power to advance, 
g lend, &c. to make all payments, and to retain all

claims, &c. has no right to make insurance for all or 

any of the part owners, without a general direction 
from all, or a particular direction from each. French 
v. Backhouse, 5 Burr. 2727.

There are three cases which an agent is bound 
jj£ to comply with in order to insure. 1st. Where he

has effects of the principal in his hand. 2d. Where he 
has been in the practice of making insurances, and has 
given no notice to discontinue. 3dly. Where he ac¬ 

cepts bills of lading sent him on condition to insure.
The agent as well as the broker is answerable to 

his employer for negligence or unskilfulness. Even 
if the agent prevent an insurance from being effected 
by limiting the broker to too small a premium, he is 
answerable. Also a voluntary agent is answerable if
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he takes any step in the business. Wilkinson v Cover- 
dale, Esp. N. P. 74.

If a policy broker employs another policy broker, 
but omits to give him all the instructions he is fur¬ 
nished with, he shall answer for the loss occasioned 

by his omission, though he received no profits from 
the transaction. Seller v. Wats, at N. P. after 
Hil. 1801. M. S. The defendant in such action is 

not liable for the costs, unless it was brought by his 
desire. The agent must also act fairly by the insurer, 
and any fraud or concealment by him will void the 
policy, even though the insured be innocent of it. 
In such action the plaintiff shall recover, the same as 
in an action against the insurer. But if the agent act 
in the usual manner it will be sufficient. The insured 

may maintain trover for the policy, and recover in 
like manner as against the underwriters. If an agent 

pretend that he has effected a policy, trover will lie 
against him for it, though none has been effected. A 
broker informs his employer that he has effected a 

policy for him ; and in trover for the policy the plain¬ 
tiff shall prove his loss, as in an action against the 
insurer. And the broker shall not be permitted to 

say that no such policy exists. Harding v. Carter 
and another, at N. P. East. Vac. 1781. Park.\.

Agents and brokers should keep entries of ali 
written instruments, and of every representation. 
They are responsible for the consequences of any 
representations made without authority. See Ma¬ 
rine Insurance. 

AGENTS, Army and Navy, receive the pay, wages, 

pensions, and prize money of the officers of the navy 
and army, their wives, widows, and children; and 
keep their cash-accounts nearly as bankers or mer¬ 

chants who act for others ; officers draw upon them; 
and for those of approved credit the agents advance 
money, by application, upon their pay, &c. for which 
they are entitled to an allowance of 5I. per cent. 

They likewise pass the commissions of officers through 
the proper offices; they transact this business by 
virtue of letters of attorney from their principals. 
They are, by a regular routine, authorised to reim¬ 
burse themselves for any advances made from the 
wages, half-pay, &o which they receive next after 
are made.

AGIO, the difference between bank money and cur- 
C rent
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rent coin. A term chiefly used in Holland and Ve¬ 
nice. See Bank of Amsterdam. 

AGREEMENT. An agreement is a memorandum, 
article, or minute, importing the consent or concur¬ 
rence of two or more persons; the one in disposing 
of, and the other in receiving some property, right, 
or benefit, and is generally made preparatory to a 
more formal instrument of conveyance. The requi¬ 
sites of an agreement are, parties capable of contract¬ 

ing, and a property, right, or benefit capable of being 
contracted for. An agreement differs from a deed, 
not only in substance, but inasmuch as it is not in ge¬ 
neral indented or sealed. An agreement may be 
either in writing or it may be verbal.

By 29 Car. II. c. 3. S. 4, no action can be brought 
whereby any executor or administrator is charged 
upon any special promise to answer for the debt, 
default, or miscarriage of another person, or to charge 
any person upon any agreement made upon conside¬ 
ration of marriage, or upon any contract or sale of 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments, or any interest in 
or concerning them, or upon any agreement that is 
not to be performed within the space of one year 
from the making thereof, unless the agreement upon 
which such action shall be brought, or some memo¬ 
randum or note thereof, shall be in writing signed 
by the party to be charged therewith, or by some 
other person by him thereunto properly authorised.

No contract for the sale of goods, wares, or mer¬ 

chandise, for the price of iol. sterling or upwards, 
shall be allowed to be good, unless the buyer shall ac¬ 

cept part of the goods so sold, and actually receive the 
same, or give something in earnest to bind the bar¬ 
gain, or in part of payment, or that some note or 
memorandum in writing of the said bargain be made 
and signed by the said parties to be charged, or their 
agents thereunto lawfully authorised. S. 17.

In expounding the above statute the courts have 
rather considered the spirit than the letter. Upon 
this principle, as the object of the statute was to pre¬ 
vent frauds and perjury, the operation of this act has 
been construed not to extend beyond that object; and 
courts have therefore held agreements, although ver¬ 
bal only, to be good in some instances. Thus, if the 
agreement be admitted by the party who is required 
to perform it; or if a parole agreement, intended to
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be reduced into writing, but prevented from be¬ 
ing so done by one of the parties, the same shall be 
good, notwithstanding it were verbal only, and a 
court of equity will decree a specific execution of such 
agreement.

It has been held upon the same principle, that a 
parole agreement in part executed shall be performed 
for the whole; for were a contrary construction put 
upon the statute, it would enable the party in whose 
favour such contract had been partially executed, to 
practise fraud upon the other who has in part executed 
the agreement. 

Agreements, their essential requisites. Every agree¬ 
ment ought to be perfect, full, and complete, so as to 
shew with proper precision what is intended to be 
stipulated between the parties, and their perfect con¬ 
sent thereto ; it ought also to make express provision 
against the possibility of failure in any of the contract¬ 
ing parties : this, therefore, should be guarded against 
by a penalty, or be so clear and certain, as to give 
an action or remedy therein ; and it is therefore 
right to stipulate expressly, that the party by whose 
default a failure in performance shall ensue, shall re¬ 
imburse the other in all costs incurred in conse¬ 

quence of failure in his contract.
Sealing an agreement is not necessary to take it out 

of the statute of frauds.

Although it is prudent that both parties should ac¬ 

tually sign the agreement, it will be binding, notwith¬ 
standing the statute of frauds, if it be signed by one 
party only, provided the other party be so circum¬ 
stanced that he can have an adequate remedy there¬ 
upon.

If one enters into a covenant with another to do a 

certain act in consideration of a reward, and the other 

prevents the stipulated thing from being literally per¬ 
formed, and accepts of an equivalent, he may be sued 
for the reward. Hotkam and others v. East India 

Company, i Doug. 296.
An agreement to accept a bill on certain conditions 

is discharged if the conditions are not complied with. 
Mason v. Hunt and another, Doug. 296.

If the owners of different ships agree to indem¬ 
nify each other to a certain amount, if any of their 
ships shall be lost, and one of them sells his ship,

which
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which is afterwards lost, the others arc not liable, 
unless the vender has sold (together with the ship) his 
interest in the agreement of indemnity, slgves v. 

Wilson, East. T. 20 G. III. B. R. The same prin¬ 
ciple applies as long as the party continues inte¬ 
rested in consequence of any agreement with the 
purchaser. Reed v. Cole, B. R. T. 4 G. III. Burr. 
1512.

If two persons agree to perform certain work 
-within a limited time, or to pay a stipulated weekly 
sum for such time afterwards as it shall remain un¬ 

finished, and a bond is prepared in the name of both, 
but is excuted by one only, with condition for the 
due performance of the work, or the payment of the 
weekly sum, and the work is not finished in the time, 
such weekly payments are not by way of penalty, but 
in the nature of liquidated damages, and may be set 
off by the obligee in an action brought against him by 
the obligor, who executed the instrument. Fletcher 
v. Dyche, 2 T. R. 32.

A broker, when he bought goods for his prin¬ 
cipal, agreed for one-half per cent, to indemnify him 
from any loss on the resale; it was held that this 
undertaking was discharged, when the principal had 
a fair opportunity of selling to advantage, but neg¬ 
lected it, though he was afterwards obliged to sell at a 
loss. Curry v. Edensor, 3 T. R. 524.

At a public meeting of the dyers, drapers, whitsters, 
printers, and calenderers, an agreement was made that 
they would receive no goods unless under certain 
conditions, viz. to detain such goods not only for pay¬ 
ment for work and labour performed upon the parti¬ 
cular goods so detained, but also for work and labour 
of the same kind performed upon goods already de¬ 
livered out of their possession, and this was held a 

legal agreement. Kirkman v. Shaurross, B. R. 6 
T. R.24.

An agreement by a friend of the bankrupt to pay 
all his creditors their full debts, in consideration that 

they will proceed no further under the commission, is 1 
good in law. Kaye v. Bolton, 6 T. R. 146.

If A. B. C. and D. enter into an agreement to 

purchase goods in the name of A. only, and to take 
aliquot shares of the purchase, but it does not ap¬ 

pear that they are jointly to resell the goods : on 
failure of A. the ostensible buyer, B. C. and D. are 

/
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not answerable to the seller as partners. Chojftr v. 

Eyre, C. B. 1 ^.37. .
If A agree to give B. a certain sum for goods in 

advancement of C, any secret agreement between B. 
and C. that the latter shall pay a further sum, is void, 
as a fraud on A., although the bill of sale is made to 
A., and B. cannot recover such further sum against C. 
ynekson v. Duehaire, 3 T. R. 55z.

Mere verbal evidence will not be admitted to dis¬ 

prove a -written agreement. Meres and others v. An- 
sell and others, C. B. 3 Wils. 275.

AGGREGATE FUND, Aggregate Surplus, the 
result of several things joined or added together, 
from whence a fund, established in the year 1715, 
took its name. It arises from several taxes and surplus 
of taxes and duties, which all united form this fund 
for securing the payment of the interest, and reim¬ 
bursing by degrees the capital of the national debt 
which existed at that period.

ALBOURG, a town of Denmark in North Jutland- 
It has a considerable trade in herrings and corn, and a 

manufactory of guns, pistols, saddles, and gloves.
ALBUQUERQUE, a small city in Spain in the pro¬ 

vince of Estremadura. It carries on a great trade in 
wool and woollen manufactures.

ALCMAER, a city in North Holland-, has a very 

good trade in butter and cheese, of which a great 

quantity is sold every year; they are esteemed the 
best in Holland.

ALDBOROUGH, a town in Suffolk ; the principal oc¬ 

cupation of the inhabitants is fishing, which is consi¬ 
derable in the season for catching herrings and 
sprats: the only place in England for curing sprats.

ALDERMAN, a magistrate subordinate to a mayor 
of a city or town corporate. The number of those 
magistrates is not limited, but is more or less accord¬ 
ing to the magnitude of the place. In London there 
are 26, each having one of the wards of the city com¬ 
mitted to his care. This office is for life, so that 
when one of them dies or resigns, a wardmote is called, 
which returns the person they have chosen to the 
court of aldermen, who are obliged to admit him 
to supply the vacancy. All the aldermen are jus¬ 
tices of the peace by a charter of 15 G. II. The alder¬ 
men of London, &c. are exempt from serving in¬ 
ferior offices, nor shall they be put upon assizes, or 

C 2 serve
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serve on juries so long as they continue to be alder¬ 
men.

ALEPPO, the capital of the Pachalic, and of all Syria ; 
it is situated in the vast plain which extends from the 
Orantes to the Euphrates, and which, towards the 
south, terminates in the desert.

Aleppo is the emporium of Armenia, and the diar- 
bekar ; it sends caravans into Bagdad and into Persia, 
and communicates with the Persian gulph and India 
hy Bussora, with Egypt and Mecca by Damascus, and 
with Europe by Scanderoon (Alexandretta) and La- 
takia. Commerce is there principally carried on by 
barter. The chief commodities are raw or spun cot¬ 

tons, coarse linens fabricated in the villages, silk stuffs 
manufactured in the city, copper bourres (coarse 
cloths) like those of Rouen, goats hah brought from 
Natolia, the gall-nuts of the Kourdestan, the mer¬ 
chandise of India, such as shawls and muslins, and 
pistachio nuts of the growth of the neighbourhood. 
The articles supplied by Europe are Languedoc 
cloths, cochineal, indigo, sugar, and some other gro¬ 
ceries. "West India coffee, though prohibited, is 
introduced, and serves to mix with that of Moka. The 
French have at Aleppo a consul, and seven counting- 
houses, the English and the Venetians two, and the 
merchants of Leghorn and Holland one. The empe¬ 
ror appointed a consul there in 1784. 

ALEXANDRETTA, by the Turks called Scanderoon, 
a town in Syria, at the extremity of the Mediterra¬ 
nean sea. It is the port of Aleppo, from which it is 
distant 28 or 30 leagues. See Aleppo. 

ALEXANDRIA, a city of Lower Egypt, situated on 
the Mediterranean, 12 miles west of the mouth of the 
Nile, anciently called Canopicum. This city was 

long the capital of Egypt, and one of the most mag¬ 
nificent in the world.

What contributed to raise Alexandria to such a pro¬ 

digious height of splendour, was its being the centre 
of commerce between the eastern and western 

parts of the world. At length, however, this place, 
with the adjacent territories, fell into the power of 
the Turks ; this and the discovery of the passage by 
the Cape of Good Hope, gave a fatal blow to its 
commerce, and it has fallen into decay. It formerly 
stood several terrible sieges, in all of which it suf¬ 
fered both in population and buildings.
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Of later years the British and French have each 
had a consul at Alexandria, and carried on a consi¬ 
derable trade with it. The Venetians also carried on 
some trade here under French colours. What the 
consequences may be to this and other towns in 
Egypt, arising from the late expeditions of the 
French and English, and the subsequent treaty of 
peace, time only can shew.

The present city of Alexandria is situated on a 
kind of peninsula between the two ports or harbours ; 
of these the one to the westward, called the Old Port, 
is by far the better of the two; there Turkish vessels 
alone have been allowed to anchor. The New Port, 
appointed for the English and other nations, is very 

dangerous. Alexandria is the principal sea-port of 
Egypt, where the trade has revived considerably 
during the last century. It is a place of importance 
in a commercial point of view. The goods exported 
from Egypt are, benzoin, bdellium, gum-arabic, 
gum-adraganth, turbith, myrrha, abissinica, incense 
storax, aloes, sucrotrina and hepatica, sugar in 
powder and loaves, and sugar candy, sherbet in casks, 
different sorts of cinnamons from Ceylon, Malabar, 
and Cassia, cocoa, coriander, coffee, myrabolans, che- 
bula, bellerica, and citrina, nutmegs, nux-vomica, 
cardamums, tamarinds, coloquinteda pepper, mace, 
flax of all sorts, senna, spikenard, bastard saf¬ 
fron, cotton in wool and thread, hermodactyls, yel¬ 
low wax, ginger, rhubarb, elephants'-teeth, wool 
washed and unwashed, ostrich and herons' feathers of 
different sorts, mummy, sal-ammoniac, nitre, sea- 

lizards, botargo, mother of pearl, blue linens of se¬ 
veral species from different places, painted linens, 
mogrebines, muslins, and cambresines. Egypt also 
produces some stuffs, &c. &c. commodities of various 

materials, as of wool or wool and silk mixed, 
ribbons, handkerchiefs, carpets, and musk. There 
are likewise exported from Cairo and Alexandria, a 

quantity of buffaloes, ox and cow hides in the hair, 
red and yellow cordovans, shagreen, skins, &c.

Egypt does not want the necessary materials for 
making good glass, but she sends them to Venice, 
whence they return manufactured, though in small 
parcels, as the Turks never drink out of vessels 
of that material. There are still made in Egypt 
a large quantity of linens, of different qualities, and

stuffs,
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stuffs, with silk and cotton, silk and gold, and even 
velvets; though but very few of them are perfectly 
good.

The sorts of merchandise which Europe sends to 

Egypt are agarick, white and yellow arsenic, black 
lead, orpiment, antimony, sublimate, quicksilver, 
vitriol, vermillion, cinnabar, lattice and brass-wire, 
tin, steel, lead, paper, sattins from Florence, cloths of 
all sorts, caps, cochineal, coral from Messina, 
wrought and unwrought; red tartar, dyeing woods, 
and hardware.

The late expedition of the French to Egypt is 
known to have had a double object. The first was 
to obtain a passage to India, by a route which the 
English, though masters of the seas, could not inter¬ 
rupt, and then, by means of an understanding and 
co-operation, compel the English to quit their 
territorial possessions in that country, in which, 
however, should they fail, a commercial communi¬ 
cation might still be kept up ; besides which, Egypt 
itself is calculated to supply many of the articles for 
which we are at present indebted to Asia. The failure 
of this immense project, with the circumstances that 
attended it, are too recent and too remarkable to need t 
any recapitulation here. The plan is probably not 
abandoned, but if we may judge from what is past, 
there is not much prospect of their success. 

ALGIERS, a kingdom of Africa, now one of the states 
of Barbary, situated on the south of the Mediterranean 
sea, between Tunis and Morocco. The climate of 
Algiers is in most places so moderate that it enjoys I 
a constant verdure. The soil, however, is excessively 1 
various, some places being very hot, dry, and barren, i 
on which account they are generally suffered to lie j 
uncultivated by the inhabitants, who are very negli¬ 
gent. Those barren places, especially such as lie on the | 
southern side, and are at a great distance from the sea, 
harbour vast numbers of wild animals, such as lions, 

tigers, buffaloes, wild boars, stags, porcupines, mon- j 
keys, ostriches, &c. On account of its sterility i 
there are but few towns, and those thinly peopled, ! 
though some of them are so advantageously situated 
for trading with Billdulgerid and Negroland, as to 
carry on with them a considerable traffic.

The corsairs or pirates form each a small republic, 
of which the reis or captain is the supreme bashaw;
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he and the officers under him form a kind of 

divan, in which every matter relating to a vessel 
is decided in an arbitrary way. These corsairs'are 
chiefly employed in importing whatever commodities 
are brought into the kingdom, either by way of 
merchandize or prizes. These chiefly consist of gold 
and silver, stuffs, damasks, cloths, spices, tin, iron, 
plated brass, lead, quicksilver, cordage, sail-cloth, 
bullets, cochineal, linen, tartar, allum, rice, sugar, 

soap, cotton raw and spun, copperas, aloes, brazil, 
and logwood, vermilion, &c. Very few commodities, 
however, are exported from this part of the world; 
the oil, wax, hides, pulse, and corn produced, being 
but barely sufficient to supply the country. The 
consumption of oil, though produced in great abun¬ 
dance, is likewise so considerable in this kingdom, that 
it is seldom permitted to be shipped off for Europe. 
The other exports chiefly consist in ostrich feathers, 
copper, rugs, silk, sashes, embroidered handkerchiefs! 
dates, and christian slaves. Some manufactures in silk, 
cotton, wool, leather, &c. are carried on in this 

country, but mostly by the Spaniards settled there, 
especially about the metropolis. Carpets are also a ma¬ 
nufacture of the country, which though much in¬ 
ferior to those of Turkey both in beauty and fineness, 
are preferred by the people to lie upon, on account of 
their being cheaper and softer. There are also at 

Algiers looms for velvet, taffetics, and other wrought 
silks, and a coarse sort of linen is likewise made in 
most parts of the kingdom. The country furnishes no 
materials for ship-building. The Algerines have nei¬ 
ther ropes, tar, sails, anchors, nor iron. "When 
they procure enough of new wood to form the 
main timbers of a ship, they form the rest from the 
materials of prizes which they have made, and thus find 
the secret of producing new and swift sailing vessels 
from the ruins of the old. Of all the states on the 

coast of Barbary, the Algerines are the strongest at 
sea.

The tribute paid to Algiers^ as well as the continu¬ 
ance of its existence as a state, have long been con¬ 

sidered as a standing reproach to all the civilized na¬ 

tions of Europe. 
ALIENS. Aliens are persons who are not born within 

the dominions of the crown of England,, or within 
the allegiance of the king j but from this rule of law

must.
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must be excepted the children of the kings of England, 
in whatsoever parts they may be born, and the children 
of British ambassadors born abroad ; for as the father, 
though in a foreign country, owes not even a local 
allegiance to the prince to whom he is sent, so his 
children are held to be born under the king of Eng¬ 
land's allegiance.

By 23 Edw. III. st. 2. in order to encourage 
foreign commerce, it is enacted, that all children 
born within the allegiance of the king, whose fathers 
and mothers, at the time of their birth, owe al¬ 
legiance to the king, shall be the same as subjects 
born within the dominions of the crown, if the 
mother of such children has passed the sea by the 
consent of her husband ; and it seems not to be 
material whether the parents of such children be mar¬ 
ried abroad or in England, or whether the father be 
a merchant, and resided out of the king's dominions 
for the purpose of merchandizing; for by the 7 Anne, 
c. 5, the children of all natural born subjects, born out 
of the dominions of the crown, shall be deemed na¬ 

tural born subjects of this kingdom ; and this act is 
by the 4 Geo. II. c. 21. explained to mean all such 
children, whose fathers are natural born subjects 
at the time of the birth of such children, unless 
their fathers were attainted or banished for high 
treason, or were in the service of a prince at en¬ 

mity with Great Britain. By 12 and 13 "Will. III. 
c. 2. sec. .5. 26 Geo. II. sec. 2. c. 31;, natural born 
subjects may inherit and make their title by ancestors 
born beyond sea; and by 13 Geo. HI. c. 21, all per¬ 
sons born out of the allegiance of the crown of Great 
Britain, whose fathers, by 7 Anne c. 5, and 4 Geo. II. 
c. 21, are entitled to the rights of natural born 
subjects, and shall be considered as natural born 
subjects.

It has been determined that the issue of an English 
woman by an alien, born abroad, is an alien. 4 T. 
R. 400. Yet if an English woman marries an alien 
beyond the sea, and then comes into England and 
has issue, such issue are not aliens, but may inherit.

By 13 Geo. III. e. 14, aliens are enabled to lend 
money on the security of mortgages in the West 
India colonies, and have every remedy to recover the 
money so lent, except foreclosing the mortgage, and
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obtaining possession of the land. But the interest 
is not to exceed five per cent. The security is 
effectual, and may be prosecuted for, whether the 
foreign state to which such alien is subject be at 
war with the kingdom or not. An alien may ac¬ 
quire property and goods, money, and even personal 
estates, and may hire a house and warehouse for 
his accommodation as a merchant-stranger, whose 
prince or state is in league with ours, but cannot take 
a lease for years of land, meadow, &c. for the law 
provides him nothing but a habitation to trade and 
traffic in. As a merchant, he may trade as freely 
as other people, but subject to certain duties, deno¬ 
minated aliens' duty at the custom-house ; and also 
may bring an action concerning personal property, 
and dispose of the same by will. The children of 
aliens, born in England, are, generally speaking, na¬ 
tural born subjects, and as such are entitled to every 

privilege. An alien friend may be an administrator, 
and have administration of leases as well as even 

personal property; because he had them of another 

right. No alien shall be returned on any jury, nor 
be sworn for trial of issue between subject and subject, 
&c. ; but where an alien is a party depending, the 
inquest of jurors are to be half denizens and half 

aliens; but in cases of high treason this is not al¬ 
lowed. 2 Inst. 17. The children of aliens, under 
21 years of age, cannot be merchant-traders within 
this realm, or enter any goods in their own name at 

the custom-house. 13 and 14 Car. II. c. 11. sec. 10.

By st. 35 G. III. c. 56 and 92, foreigners employed 
in carrying on the herring, cod, ling, haddock, or 
other white fisheries, or the fisheries carried on in 
the Greenland Seas or Davis's Streights, or turbot 
fisheries, &c. taking the oath of allegiance, and ob¬ 
taining a certificate thereof, may import and export 
fish, duty free, and with the same advantages as 
British subjects, and be entitled to all the premiums, 
bounties, &c. granted by the 26 Geo. III. c. 81. and 
27 G. HI. c, 10. and may be considered as British 
mariners, subject to similar rules, regulations, penal¬ 
ties, &c. and by taking the oath specified in this act, 
may, by an order of the privy council, have any vessel 
they may bring into any British port properly regis¬ 
tered, obtain a certificate of registry, which ship

shall



a l r

shall be entitled to all the privileges of a British built 
ship. S. 7, 8.

Any person qualified as above is entitled to pur¬ 
chase, or take by descent, and hold any estate in 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments (not exceeding 
100 acres), in the same manner as any natural born 
subject of this'kingdom; and such person may import 
ships, tackle, &c. so as such ships, &c. are not im¬ 
ported by way of merchandize. S. 10, 11.

By st. 42 G. III. c. 92, all former acts relative to 
aliens are repealed^ and the following provisions are 

enacted: When ai:d so often as his majesty, by pro¬ 

clamation, or by order in council, under his sign ma¬ 

nual; or the lord lieutenant, or other chief governor 

or governors, and the privy council of Ireland, shall, 
by proclamation, or by order of council, direct 
that any alien-, who may be within this realm, or 

may hereafter arrive therein, shall depart this realm 
within a time limited in any such proclamation 
or order respectively; and any such alien shall know¬ 
ingly and wilfully refuse or neglect to pay due obedi¬ 
ence to such proclamation or order, as the case may 

be, his majesty's principal secretaries of state, or the 
lord lieutenant, or other chief governor or governors 

of Ireland, or his or their chief secretary, or any 

justice of the peace, or chief magistrate, may cause 

every such alien to be arrested; and committed to 
the common gaol of the county or place where > 

he or she shall be so arrested, there to remain, 
without bail or mainprize, until taken in charge 
for the purpose of being sent out of the realm, 
under the authority specified in this act for that pur¬ 

pose.

Every such alien so knowingly and wilfully refusing 
or neglecting to pay due obedience to any such pro¬ 
clamation or order, or found in this realm, or 

any part thereof, contrary t6 such proclamation 
or order, and who has been lawfully convicted 
thereof, is to suffer imprisonment for any time not 
exceeding one month for the first offence, and 
not exceeding twelve months for the second, and 
at the expiration of such term of imprisonment, 
to depart out of the realm within a time to be 
limited by the judgment: and if such alien be 
found therein after such time in such judgment 
so limited, without lawful cause, being duly con-
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victed thereof, he or she is to be transported for 
life. S. 2.

Secretaries of state, or the lord lieutenant.of Ire¬ 
land, &c. may grant warrants to conduct such aliens 
out of the kingdom as they apprehend will not pay 
obedience to proclamations, &c. S. 3.

The master or commander of every ship or vessel 
which arrives in any port or place of this realm, 
shall, immediately on his arrival, declare in writing to 
the officer of the customs especially appointed for 
that purpose, at or near such port or place, whe¬ 
ther there are, to the best of his knowledge, any 
aliens on board his said vessel, or who have to 
his knowledge landed or been landed therefrom, 
and shall in his said declaration specify the number 
of aliens, if any, on board his said vessel, or who 
have to his knowledge landed therefrom, and also 
specify their names and respective rank, occupa¬ 
tion, or description, as far as he shall be informed 
thereof. S. 4.

The master' or commander of every vessel who 
refuses or neglects to make such declaration 
shall, for every such offence, forfeit the sum of ten 

pounds for each alien who has been on board 
at the time of the arrival of such ship or vessel, or 

, who shall have to his knowledge landed, or been 
landed therefrom as aforesaid, whom he shall have 
wilfully refused or neglected to declare as aforesaid ; 
and in case such master or commander neglects 
or refuses forthwith to pay such penalty as he 
shall be adjudged to pay in manner aforesaid, 
the officer of the customs so appointed may detain 
such vessel until the same shall have been paid. 
S.S.

Nothing herein-before contained shall extend, or 
be construed to extend, to any mariner whom the 
master or commander of any ship or vessel, arriving 
in any port or place in this realm, shall certify to such 
officer of the customs as aforesaid, in writing, sub¬ 
scribed by such master or commander, to be actually 
engaged and employed in the navigation of such ship 
or vessel, during the time that such mariner re¬ 

main actually so engaged and employed ; and which 
certificate, in writing so subscribed as aforesaid, every 
such master*• or commander is hereby required to • 

give.
Every
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Every alien who arrives in this realm, at any I 
port or place therein, after the passing of this act, 
shall, immediately after such arrival, declare in writ¬ 
ing to such officer of the customs, at or near such 
port or place, the name of the ship or vessel in 
which he or she shall have come to this country •, and 
every alien who so arrives, and also every alien 
who departs from any port or place of this realm, 
after the passing of this act, shall immediately after 
such arrival, or before such departure respectively, 
declare in like manner to such officer as aforesaid, his 
or her name and rank, occupation or description ; or 
if a domestic servant, then also the name, rank, and 
description of his or her master or mistress ; or shall 
verbally make to such officer as aforesaid, such decla¬ 
ration, to be by him reduced to writing, and shall 
also in like manner declare the country or place 
from whence he or she has come, and the place to 
which he or she is then going, his or her profession 
or occupation, and the name and place of abode of 
the person to whom (if any) he or she is known; 
and that every such alien coming into this realm, 
who shall neglect to make declaration of the afore¬ 
said particulars, or wilfully make any false de¬ 
claration thereof, may for every such offence, on 
conviction thereof, be imprisoned for any time not 

exceeding three months, or may at the discretion 
of the court, be adjudged to depart this realm, 
and all other his majesty's dominions, within a time 
to be limited in such judgment; and if found therein 
after such time in such judgment so limited, without 
lawful cause, he or she shall, being duly convicted 
thereof, be imprisoned for any term not exceeding 
twelve months, and at the expiration of such term of 
imprisonment to be sent out of the realm; and if 
such alien be found therein after such time in such 

judgment so limited, without lawful cause, such alien 
being duly convicted thereof, shall be transported for 
life. S. 7.

The officers of the customs shall register such 
declarations in a book. S. 8.

Aliens (except domestic servants) shall, within a 
week after their arrival, produce their certificates to 
the chief magistrate of the place, or to a justice ; or 
where the certificate is lost, deliver in an account of 
the particulars. S. 9.
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Justices shall grant certificates in lieu of such as 
shall appear to be lost, &c. S. 10.

Officers of the customs, and magistrates to whom 
certificates shall be produced, shall transmit, weekly, 
copies of entries and certificates to the secretary ot 
state. S. n.

No fee to be taken for granting certificates, on pe¬ 
nalty of fifty pounds; and officers of the customs ne¬ 
glecting to make entry, or to grant certificates, &c. 
shall forfeit iool. S. 12.

No foreign ambassador or other public minister 
duly authorised, nor the domestic servants of any 
such foreign ambassador or public minister, registered 
as such according to the directions of the laws in 
force for that purpose, or being actually attendant 
upon such ambassador or minister, shall be deemed 
an alien within the meaniug of this act. S. 14.

This act not to extend to aliens under fourteen 

years of age. Proof whether any person is or is not 
an alien shall lie on the party. S. 15.

Justices of the courts of Westminster or Dublin, &c. 
may admit aliens to bail; as may also any justice, by 
authority of a secretary of state. S. 16", 17.

Aliens ordered to be transported, and afterwards 
found within the realm, shall be deemed guilty of 
felony. S. 20.

In case of requisition made pursuant to treaty be¬ 
tween his majesty and the French republic, &c. 
for the delivery of persons accused of crimes, one 
of the secretaries of state, &c. shall signify the 
same, and require magistrates, &c. to apprehend the 
persons accused, and deliver them over to justice. 
S. 21.

When aliens have been in custody for two months, 
in order to be sent out of the realm, justices of the 
courts, &c. may, on proof being made that notice 
had been given of such application to a secretary of 
state, either continue in custody, or discharge such 
aliens. S. 22.

Powers given to the lord lieutenant of Ireland, &c. 
not to extend to the case of aliens arriving in Great 
Britain. S. 27. 

ALIEN-DUTY, an impost laid on all goods imported 
by aliens, over and above the customs paid for 
such goods, imported by British, and on British 
bottoms.

Alien*.
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Aliens-Duty is otherwise called petty customs and tiavi- 
. vigation duty. Fish dried or salted, and cod-fish and 

herring not caught in British vessels, and cured hy 
British, pay a double aliens-duty. On what footing 
aliens are permitted to import foreign commodities 
into Great Britain, see Customs.

ALLAY, or Alloy, is a mixture of several metals, or 

several portions of the same metal, of a different degree 
of fineness. No gold or silver coin is made in this 

-country without allay, which is principally of copper, 

according to a certain proportion fixed by the rules of 
the Mint.

Jewellers, gold wire drawers, gold beaters, and 
gold and silver smiths, are obliged to use allay in the 
silver and gold which they work, in order to render 
them harder and more durable.

In the coinage of money there are two species of 
allays, viz. one when gold and silver are used, which 
have not been coined, the other when several species 
of coin or ingots of different fineness are melted to¬ 

gether to coin new money.
The proportion of allay in the first case is ascertained 

with little difficulty, since, when once the fineness of 
the gold or silver is known by refining, it is only 
adding to it the allay of copper required by law, to 
bring it to the legal standard.

The standard of gold in England is 22 carats of 
fine gold and 2 carats of allay, in the pound troy, 
and the French, Spanish, and Flemish gold are 

nearly of the same fineness. The pound weight is cut 
into 44 pieces and an half each, current for 21 shil¬ 
lings.

The standard for silver is n ounces 2 penny¬ 

weights, and 18 pennyweights of allay of copper; 
the allay in gold coin is silver and copper, and in 
silver coin, copper alone. Whether gold or silver be 
above or below the standard is ascertained by assaying. 

ALLEGIANCE is the duty from the subject to the 
sovereign, for that protection which such subject 
receives, and it may be either perpetual and natural, or 
local and temporary. Natural allegiance is due from 
every person born within the king's dominions, and 
cannot be forfeited, cancelled, or altered by any 

change of time, place, or circumstance, nor by any 

thing, but an act of the legislature ; the natural 
born subject cannot by any act of his own, not even
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by swearing allegiance to another, discharge his na¬ 
tural allegiance to the former, for this natural alle¬ 
giance was intrinsic, primitive, and antecedent to 
the other.

Local allegiance is due from an alien so long as he 
continues in the king's dominions and under his pro¬ 

tection, and ceases the instant such stranger departs 
from one kingdom to another. See Aliens, Denization, 
Naturalization, Law of Nations. 

ALLIES. See Law of Nations.
ALLOTMENT is when a ship's cargo is divided into 

several parts, that are to be bought by divers per¬ 
sons, whose names are written upon so many pieces 
of paper, which are applied by an indifferent person 
to the several lots or parcels ; by this means the goods 
are divided or allotted without partiality, because 
every man has the lot of goods to which his name is 
affixed. See Candle, Sale by Lick of.

ALLOWANCE. See Bankrupt.
ALLOWANCES is a term used at the custom-hoUse to 

goods rated by weight, and it is of two kinds, viz. 
draught and tare ; draught is first to be deducted, 
and afterwards the tare, where any such is customary. 
For the mode of making the allowance for draught, 
see Customs.

ALMANACK, a table or book containing a list or 
calendar of days, months, the rising and setting of the 
sun, age of the moon, and motions of the heavenly 
bodies, eclipses, &c. The Stationers Company claim an 
exclusive right to print almanacks in virtue of a patent. 
This question has been repeatedly tried, but never 
received any positive determination, io Mod. 107. 
4 Burr. i^29> 2382, 2402. and 2 Black Rep. 1009.

The almanack is part of the law of England, of 
which the courts must take notice in the return of 

writs, &c. but the almanack to go by is that annexed 
to the Book of Common Prayer. Mod. Cas. 41, 81. 
See Calendar.

ALPHABET, among merchants and traders, is an index 
with the twenty-four letters in their natural order, in 
which are set down the names and surnames of those 

with whom open accounts are kept, and which refers 
to the folio of the ledger where those accounts are 

written in the form of debtor and creditor, serving 
to find easily, and without any trouble, such accounts 
as are necessary to he referred to. See Book-keeping. 

D AMBASSADOR
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AMBASSADOR is a person appointed by one sove¬ 

reign power to another, to superintend his affairs at 
some foreign court. The sending of ministers being 
a necessary means of treating of state affairs, the 
right to send them becomes one of the natural rights 
of sovereignty. These ministers are now employed, 
not only to negotiate the affairs of the sovereign by 
whom they are sent, but on points of ceremony also ; 
and since the introduction of perpetual embassies, 
sometimes the principal business of such a minister is, 
to watch over the interests of his state, and commu¬ 

nicate an exact account of every transaction that 
passes, and of which it imports his state to be in¬ 
formed.

The principal object in sending embassies proves 

clearly, that the right of sending ministers belongs to 
all those states which have a right to treat with foreign 
powers in their own name ; consequently, all free 
states have a right to send ministers to foreign courts. 
In monarchies, this right may belong solely to the 
sovereign, or it may so happen that the state parti¬ 
cipates in it. This depends on the internal constitu¬ 
tion of each state in particular. But no subject, part 
of a state, no person, however distinguished by his 
rank or abilities, that has not a right to treat with fo¬ 
reign nations in his own name, has a right to send 
embassies. In the communications between sove¬ 

reigns and their subjects, the former sends commis¬ 
saries, and the latter deputies; but neither of the 
two have the prerogatives of ministers. The latter 
have them not, for want of authority in those by 
whom they are sent; and the former, for want of the 
consent of the sovereign; besides, neither of them 
stand in need of such prerogatives.

The right of sending ministers making part of the 
t ights of sovereignty, it returns, in case of a vacancy 
of the throne, into the hands of the people, or of those 
who are authorized to exercise the sovereign power 
in the interim- A sovereign who abdicates his crown, 

loses with it his right of sending ministers ; but the 

simple loss of possession, when involuntary, does 
not always carry with it the loss of right.

Those only who have a right to send ministers, have 
a right to receive them. Every sovereign may dictate 
the conditions on which he may receive ambassadors, 
iad fix the manner of their reception.
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Ambassadors are divided into ordinary and ex¬ 

traordinary and when there are both at the same 
court, the ambassador extraordinary takes precedence. 
Among the ministers inferior to ambassadors, the fol¬ 
lowing is now considered the order of precedence : 
Ministers plenipotentiary, envoys, ministers, minis¬ 
ters resident, residents, ministers charges des affaire,. 
Their precedence, however, depends still more on 
the precedence claimed by and allowed to their so¬ 
vereign, than on their quality of minister. Thus the 
simple charges des affaires, although they have not the 
title, having the essential rights of ministers, do not 
yield the precedence to ministers, residents, &c. if 
their court does not yield this point. Agents of pri¬ 
vate affairs, agents resident, counsellors of legation, 
and titulary agents, are all excluded from the rank, 
title, and privileges of ministers.

Before a minister can be acknowledged at a foreign 
court, he must produce a letter of credence from his 
sovereign ; and those ministers that are entrusted 
with a negotiation, must also produce theirfull pow¬ 
ers, which are sometimes included in the letter of 
credence, and at others, drawn up separately, in the 
form of letters patent. Having presented his letter of 
credence to the secretary of state of the court where 
he is sent, the minister then obtains an audience of 
the sovereign.

Foreign ministers in everystate enjoy an inviolability 
beyond any other person. The sovereign, therefore, 
to whom they are sent, must abstain from every vio¬ 
lence against the person of a public minister sent to 
his court, and ought to punish every act of violence 
committed against' him by the subjects of such sove¬ 

reign, either absolute or temporary. In the event of 
a rupture between two courts, the ministers are per¬ 
mitted to return home in perfect security.

The universal law of nations acknowledges in the 
minister, an entire independence in every thing that 
concerns, either directly or indirectly, his functions as 

minister, and considers him in that respect as extra¬ 
territorial. In virtue of this, he, as well as his ye- 

tinue, are exempted from the civil jurisdiction of the 
state. But with respect to property, that which be¬ 
longs to him in any other quality than that of minis¬ 
ter, is subject to the jurisdiction of the state, and may 
be seized for causes not relative to his quality of mi¬ 

nister.
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nister. And when his mission is once terminated, if I 
he attempt to quit the state without paying his debts, I 
the state may refuse to let him depart, or, at least, to 

carry away his property, and may even seize on the 
latter. This right, however, has seldom been exer¬ 

cised. In England, by statute 10 Anne, c. 7, fo¬ 
reign ministers give in to the secretary of state a 

list of their retinue, and those alone are exempted 
from the civil jurisdiction of the state.

Ministers, and to a certain extent their retinue, are 

also exempted from the criminal jurisdiction of the 
state to which they are sent. Yet, if the minister 
commit a crime immediately against the safety of the 
state, the sovereign has a right to act against him as 

against an enemy of the state. I lis person may be 
seized, and he may even be put to death, like another 
enemy. This, however, is a principle which it might 
be dangerous to put in practice. The custom among the 
powers ot Europe is, when a minister has committed 
a crime of a private nature, to deman^l his recall, and 
if it be a state crime, to se'rze his person, and keep him 
confined as long as the state is in danger, and when 
that danger ceases to exist, to send him home. But 
even imprisonment is seldom had recourse to, if the 
danger be not so very pressing as to render it unsafe 
to send him home, or write for his recall.

It is of little consequence to a state, whether the 
retinue of its minister be exempt from the criminal 
jurisdiction of the country where he resides; and it 
often happens, that a court does not grant the same ex¬ 

emptions to the retinues of foreign ministers, as its 
own ministers claim for theirs. The retinue of the 

minister, where exempt from the jurisdiction of the 
state, ought to be subject to that of their master, or 
of his and their sovereign. It belongs to the two 
sovereigns to ascertain the degree of jurisdiction that 
the minister shall exercise over his retinue, for this 

point is by no means settled. Ambassadors claim a 
sort of civil jurisdiction over their retinue, and which 
is very often granted them ; but with respect to cri¬ 
minal jurisdiction, the right claimed by some ministers 
cf imprisoning their servants In their own house, and 
of sending them in custody to their sovereign, has not 
generally been granted them ; and much less does their 
cxtra-territoriality extend to pronouncing a criminal 
sentence, and causing it to be executed-
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According to the principles of the natural law of na¬ 

tions, it would appear, that if the minister know that 
an accused person has taken refuge in his house, he 
ought not, unless for some cogent reason, to refuse tode- 
liver him up. However, according to modern custom, 
ministers, on the ground of the extra-territoriality of 
their dwelling, or particular usage s, claim the right 
of granting an asylum, and regard as an infraction of 
the law of nations, every violent measure taken by 
the court at which they reside, in order to force from 
their dwellings any person that may have taken refuge 
there. Courts do, nevertheless, come to these ex¬ 

tremities, when gentler means fail, particularly when 
a state criminal is in question.

The right of ministers in respect of religion com¬ 

prehends, rst, the right of keeping a chaplain and 
other subordinate ministers ; and 2d, that of per¬ 

forming in his own dwelling ;i!l the acts and rites of 
his religion ; but 3d, the exercise of this devotion is 
only the rij^ht of the minister, his family, and retinue. 
Every state may forbid its own subjects, and even fo¬ 
reigners, to frequent the chapel of a foreign minister. 
In this, however, few states are very rigorous.

The extra-territoriality of the minister exempts 
him and his retinue from personal imposts. With 
respect to duties on merchandize, an exemption from 
them is not essential to the quality of minister. The 
immoveable property of a minister, should it even be- 
the house in which he lives, is not exempted from the 
ordinary imposts, neither are such moveable effects as 

it is clear he possesses not in the quality of minister. 
He cannot claim an exemption from ordinary tolls 
for turnpikes, bridges, &c. nor for postage for his 
dispatches.

Some embassies have nothing to do with negotia¬ 
tion, such as embassies of ceremony, those that are 
sent to give satisfaction or explain mistakes, and 
sometimes even embassies in ordinary. When nego¬ 
tiations are to be opened, the manner differs with 
different states. A minister sometimes negotiates 
with the sovereign himself, sometimes with his mi¬ 
nisters, and that either verbally, or by memorials and 
notes.

Ministers being mandatories of the state, it fol¬ 
lows that their letters of credence, and full powers, 

must become void on the death of their own sovc-

D 2 vcigu,
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reign, or the sovereign to whom they are sent. But, 
in practice, when circumstances make it reasonable to 

suppose that the interruption will not continue any 
considerable time, it is usual for the court to whom 

they are sent to continue to treat them as ministers. 

This, however, depends wholly on the sovereign at 
whose court they reside.

An embassy is terminated by a recall, i. When 
the object of the mission is accomplished. 2. On ac¬ 
count of something that has no relation to the court at 
which the minister resides. 3. At the request of a 
court which complains against the minister, and de¬ 
mands his recall. 4. For reasons of state ; for in¬ 
stance, by way of retaliation, in consequence of an 
infraction of the law of nations ; and, in general, in 
consequence of any dispute which threatens a rup¬ 

ture between the two powers. In this case, the mi¬ 
nister is often ordered to depart without taking leave; 
but in other cases he ought to request an audience of 
leave, and there present his letters of recall. Some¬ 
times the sovereign at whose court a minister resides, 
obliges him to quit his territory. This is done by way 
of retaliation, or in consequence of the misconduct 
of the minister, or in the case of an approaching rup¬ 
ture.

Ministers passing through the territory of a third 
power, either going on or returning from their mission, 
are entitled to no immunity or privilege beyond pri¬ 
vate individuals. But it is customary to treat them 
with distinction, and they often enjoy many of the 
prerogatives granted to foreign ministers.

Sometimes a sovereign sends a person of confi¬ 
dence to treat in secret of some affair of importance, 
without giving him the quality of minister, or at least 
without permitting him to assume it openly. If the 
court to which he is sent be informed of the object of 
his mission, he ought to be granted all the inviolability 

'

due to a minister. But such persons can demand no 

part of the ceremonial due to them asministers, while 
they forbear to discover their quality as such; and in 
general they are looked on by all the other ministers 
as private individuals.

By the civil law, the person of ambassadors can¬ 
not be arrested, neither can his moveable goods be 
seised on as a pledge, nor for payment of debts, though 
by leave of the king or state where he may be resi-
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dent; but on refusal of payment, letters of request 
are to go to his master. Molloy, 157. And it 
was decided in Barbuit's case, that the law of na¬ 
tions touching ambassadors, in its full extent, is 
part of the law of England; and the act 7 Anne, 
c. 12, is only declaratory of that law. 3 Burr. 1748.

By the above cited act, 7th Anne, c. 12, an ambas¬ 
sador or public minister, or his domestic servant, are 
to be registered in the office of the secretary of state, 
and thence transmitted to the sheriff's office of Lon¬ 
don and Middlesex, and are not to be arrested; if they 
are, the process to be void ; and the persons suing 
out and executing such process, shall suffer such pe¬ 
nalties and corporal punishments as the lord chancel¬ 
lor or either of the chief justices shall think fit ; and 
by the same statute, the goods of an ambassador shall 
not be distrained. But the persons claiming privilege as 
servants of an ambassador, must be such as are really 
and bona fide retained and registered in that capacity; , 

and the act itself expressly prohibits its extension to 
merchants and traders liable to the statutes of bank¬ 

ruptcy. Com. Dig. Tit. Embassador.
AMBERG, a city of Germany, the capital of the pala¬ 

tine of Bavaria. It has a great trade in iron and' 
other metals found in the neighbouring mountains.

AMBOYNA, one of the Molucca islands in the East 

Indies, is the centre of the commerce for nutmegs 
and cloves, which is entirely monopolized by the 
Dutch East India company. The more effectually to 
preserve this trade, the Dutch have had all the clove 
trees in the adjacent islands grabbed up. Sometimes 
also, when the harvest is very large, part of the pro¬ 
duce of Amboyna itself is burnt; and every means is 
employed to prevent the rearing of cloves in any of 
the neighbouring islands, or the inhabitants from 
selling them to strangers.

Besides cloves, coffee is also cultivated here by 
the Dutch ; and a gold mine has been lately found 
out. This was discovered by the quantities of gold 
dust that were washed from some mountains by the ' 
torrents; here also grow several kind of valuable woods, 
ot which are made tables, chairs, and other furniture, 
&c. for the principal persons in the government; and 
the rest are sold all over the Indies at a very extrava¬ 
gant rate.

AMERICA, the largest of the four quarters of the

world,
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world, was first discovered by Christopher Columbus 
in 1492. This immense continent, which is divided 
into North and South Aifierica, extends from 87. N. 
lat. to 57. S. long. In such a variety of climates, 
there must necessarily be a great diversity of soil, and 
of consequence a great variety of produce. In fact, it 
produces most of the plants, grains, trees, metakj mi¬ 
nerals, &c. found in other countries; besides a great 
number peculiar to itself. The inexhaustible mines 
of gold and silver in the provinces of South America, 
were the first grand attraction to its discoverers, and 
continue, through Spain principally, to supply all the 
world with these valuable metals. Nor are gold and 
silver the only rich productions there have been such 
great quantities of pearls, emeralds, amethysts, and 
other precious stones found there, and brought into 
Europe, that the value of those commodities is consi¬ 
derably diminished since the discovery of America.

To these may be added a vast number of other 
commodities, which, though of a less price, are 
nevertheless still very valuable and useful. Of this 
sort are cochineal, indigo, anatto, logwood, Brazil, 
fustic, lignum vitae, sugar, rum, ginger, pimento, ca¬ 
cao, vanelloes, cotton, red wool, tobacco, turpentine, 
train oil, naval stores, furrs of various sorts, hides, 
ambergris, bezoar, balsams of Tolu, Peru, and Chi¬ 
li, Jesuits bark, sassafras, sarsaparilla, cassia, tama¬ 
rinds, and a variety of other drugs, woods, and plants.

AmePvIca, United States of. The following are the 
names of the several United States: New Hampshire, 
Massachusett's Bay, Rhode Island, and Providence 
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. On the 4th 
of July 1776, the congress published a declaration, in 
the name of those different states, of their independ¬ 
ence ; and this independence was acknowledged by 
Great Britain, by the preliminary articles of peace, 

30th November 1782. Since that time two additional 
states have been established, Vermont and Kentucky. 
For an account of the commerce, &c. of the United 
States, see each of them particularly. See Batik of the 
United States.

AMERICAN COINS. See Money.
AMERICAN STOCKS. See Public Funds.

AMIENS, a large, handsome city of France, the capital
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of Picardy, now the department of la Somme, has 
some linen and woollen manufactures, and also makes 
a large quantity of black and green soap. 

AMMUNITION. See Gunpowder. 
AMSTERDAM, the capital city of the province of 

Holland, and of the United Netherlands, is seated on 

the river Amstel, and an arm of the sea called the 

Wye. The air is but indifferent, on account of the 
marshes that surround it, and render the city almost 
inaccessible; but this inconvenience is abundantly re¬ 

compensed by the utility of its commerce, which the 
port- serves greatly to promote, for it will contain 
above 1000 large ships.

The Bourse or Exchange, where the merchants 
assemble, is all of free-stone, and built upon 2000 
wooden piles; its length is about 250 feet, and its 
breadth 140. The galleries are supported by 26 
marble columns, upon each of which are the names of 
the people that are to meet there; they are all num¬ 
bered, and there is a place fixed for every merchan¬ 
dise under some one of these numbers. On the right 
hand of the gate is a superb stair-case which leads to 
the galleries, on one side of which-there are several 
shops, and on the other a place to sell cloths. It is 
not unlike the Royal Exchange, London.

The East India Company occupies a large building, 
divided into several offices or apartments. In some 
of those they have great stores-of packed goods, and 
likewise a room with all sorts of drugs, tea, wax, am¬ 

bergris, and musk. Here they have a magazine full of 
medicaments for surgeons chests, to furnish the Com¬ 
pany's ships and garrisons in the Indies; as also large 
magazines of nutmegs, cloves, mace, and cinnamon.

The trade of Amsterdam is prodigious, for almost 
the whole trade of the East India Company centres in 
this city, which, besides, carries on a commerce with 
all the rest of the world, insomuch that it may be 
called the magazine or store-house of Europe. They 
import a vast deal of corn from the Baltic, not so 
much for present consumption, as to lay up against 
times of scarcity. The richest spices are entirely in 
the hands of the East India Company, who furnish all 
Europe therewith. They have vast quantities of mi¬ 
litary stores, with which they supply several nations. 
See Bank of Amsterdam. 

ANCHOR) a heavy, strong, crooked instrument of 
I 3 iron,
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iron, dropped from a ship into the bottom of the wa¬ 
ter, to retain her in a convenient station in a harbour, 
road or river. Every ship has (or ought to have) 
three principal anchors, with a cable to each, viz. the 
sheet, the best bonier,and small bower,so called from their 
usual situation on the ship's bows. There are besides 
smaller anchors, used in removing a ship from place to 
place in a harbour or river, where there may not be 
room or wind for sailing; these are the stream an¬ 

chor, the hedge, and grapling; this last, however, is 
chiefly designed for boats. Ships not furnished with 
the proper anchors cannot recover insurance. See 
^4/ichorage, Marine Insurance. 

ANCHORAGE, a duty paid by ships for the use of the 
haven where they cast anchor. As all ports and har¬ 
bours belong to the sovereign, no person can let an an¬ 
chor fall therein without paying for the same to offi¬ 
cers belonging to the state. 

A ND ALUSIA, the westernmost province of Spain, has 
a fertile soil, and a great extent of sea-coast fit for com¬ 

merce, but enjoys little trade. 
ANDALUSIA (New), a part of the Spanish Terra Fir- 

ma, in South America. The produce of this country 
consists chiefly in dye-woods, gums, medicinal roots, 
Brazil wood, sugar, tobacco, and some valuable timber. 
Here are also some pearl fisheries. 

ANGOURA, Angora, or Angori, a city of Anatolia, 
in Asia. Here are bred the finest goats in the world, 
and their hair, which s of a dazzling white, is almost 
as fine as silk, and nine inches in length ; it is worked 
into very fine stuffs, particularly camblet. All the in¬ 
habitants are employed in this manufacture; several 
large caravans pass through this city to different 
places.

ANGOY, a small kingdom of Loanga, in Africa. Its chief 
port is Cabinda, Kabenda, or Cubenda, situated on the 
mouth of a river of the same name, about five leagues 
north of Cape Palermino, on the north side of the 
Fairy's Mouth, a bay very commodious for trade, or 

wooding and watering along the shore; the English 
have a factory on the south-west of the road.

ANGRA, a city of Tercera, one of the Azores, the 
capital of this and all the other islands, and the re¬ 
sidence of the governor. The harbour is equally se¬ 

cured against storms and the ravages of an enemy, the 
entrance being narrow, and covered by the batteries
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on each side. The English, Dutch, and French have 
each a consul residing here, but the trade is very in¬ 
considerable.

ANJENGO, a small town and factory with a fort, on 
the coast of Malabar. This settlement supplies our 

East India Company with pepper ; and its situation is 
also very convenient for giving intelligence to our 
ships touching for Europe, or for any part of India.

ANJOU, a late province of France. It now forms 
with the late provinces of Maine and Touraine the 
four departments of Maine and Loire, Indre and 
Loire, Maine and Sarte. The trade consists almost 
entirely in wine, flax, and hemp, of which they 
make a great deal; of thread and linen ; in slate from 
the quarries, and coals and iron from the mines ; in 
blanching linen, and wax; in refining sugar and 
salt-petre in the forges and glass-houses; and, lastly, 
in druggets of all sorts.

ANNAPOLIS ROYAL, a town of Nova Scotia ; is seat¬ 
ed in the bay of Fundy, and was formerly the capital 
of the province ; it has one of the finest harbours in 
America, capable of containing iooo vessels at anchor 
in the utmost security. There is a trade carried on 

by the Indians of furs, which they exchange for 
European goods.

ANNUITIES. See Public Funds.

ANTIGUA, one of the Antilles or Caribbee islands 
situated 20 leagues east of St. Christopher, in W. long. 
62. 5. and N. lat. 47. 30. It is about 50 miles in cir¬ 
cumference : the island having no rivers, and but few 
springs, or such as are brackish, the inhabitants are 

obliged to preserve the rain water in cisterns : but it 
has excellent harbours, particularly English Harbour, 
which is capable of receiving the largest man of war 

in the navy. Here is also a dock-yard, supplied with 
all stores and conveniencies for repairing and careen¬ 

ing ships : the principal trade, however, is carried 
on in the harbour of St. John's, the capital, situated 
in the north-west part of the island, and which has 
water sufficiently deep for merchant vessels. The 
produce of this island is cotton, coffee, sugar, and 
rum. St. John's is a free port.

APPEAL, signifies the removal of a cause to a superior 
controuling tribunal; the party bringing the appeal 
is termed the appellant. An appeal is frequently 
brought in matters of trade; and from decisions

in
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in the Plantations an appeal lies to the king in 
council.

Appeals are often brought for purposes of delay ; 
but in these cases they are usually set aside, the 
former sentence confirmed, and the party condemned 
to pay costs.

A time is limited for making appeals, after which 
time no appeal can be lodged; this time differs ac¬ 

cording to the several courts or jurisdictions.
With respect to appeals from convictions before 

commissioners of excise, see Excise. 
APPRAISEMENT is the valuation of any stock in 

trade or merchandise, to ascertain the fair value be¬ 
tween the seller and purchaser: this valuation is ge¬ 

nerally taken by an appraiser, sworn upon oath to 
make a fair estimate.

Appraisements are made sometimes jointly, each 
party agreeing to have the same appraiser or ap¬ 

praisers ; and sometimes in opposition, each party 
choosing one or more of a side.

The usual mode of making an appraisement is, 
for each one for himself to take an inventory of 
every article, and make its value with his own pri¬ 
vate marks. When the appraisers have gone through 
the whole of the articles, they declare their respective 
estimates in the gross sum ; and sometimes, although 
very rarely, of particulars.

When appraisers value against one another, if 
they happen to differ considerably in their valuations, 
they reconsider the estimate, and generally reduce it 
to an average; and in some particular cases, they are 

compelled to take the goods upon their own valuation, 
if the parties should think proper to relinquish them. 
For more upon this head, see Auctioneers, Brokers. 

APPRENTICE. An apprentice is one who is bound 
by covenant to serve a certain time, upon condition of 
the master instructing him in his art or mystery.

By 5 Eliz. c. 4, an infant may voluntarily bind him¬ 
self apprentice by indenture; but no remedy at law 
lieth against an infant on his covenant. If the father 
covenant, it will of course bind the father, but the son 
must be a party, otherwise it is no apprenticeship. 
Whitby v. Lofttis, 8 Mod. 190.

A man may by law chastise and correct his ap¬ 

prentice ; but if the master and his apprentice cannot 
agree, they may proceed upon the stat. 5 Eiiz. cr 2
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G. II. c. 19 ; for by virtue of these statutes appren¬ 
tices to trade may be discharged on warrantable cause, 
either on request of themselves or masters, at the 
quarter sessions, or by one justice, with appeal to the 
sessions, who may by the equity of the statute, if 
they think it reasonable, direct restitution of a rate¬ 
able proportion of the mcncy given with the appren¬ 
tice. Salk.67. And by stat. 20 G. II. c. 19, parish 
apprentices may be discharged in the same manner by 
two justices. But if an apprentice, with whom less 
than iol. has been given, run away from his master, 
he is compellable to serve out his term of absence, or 
make satisfaction for the same, at any time within 
seven years after the expiration of the contract. Stat. 
6 G. III. c. 26.

If an apprentice leave his master's service before 
his time be expired, his master is entitled to all his 
earnings. Ve%. 83.

If a person entice away an apprentice, he may be 
indicted, and the master has a remedy for damages 
by action. 6 Mod. 182. Burr. Mans. 1306.

The master assigning, and the apprentice consent¬ 

ing, will not make him an apprentice ; but, by the 
custom of London, he may be turned over to another; 
and an assignment to the sea service is good by statute.

An apprentice ship is a personal trust between mas¬ 
ter and apprentice, and determines by the death of 
either of them ; and where a master dies, an appren¬ 
tice is not obliged to serve the executors or adminis¬ 
trators for the remainder of the term. Baxtoti, wi¬ 
dow and executrix, against Burjrdcly Doug. 126$.

Whatever an apprentice gains is for the use of 
his master. Enticing an apprentice to embezzle 
goods is indictable; not providing for, or turning 
away an apprentice is actionable. If a master gives an 

apprentice licence to leave him, it cannot be recalled^ 
Mod. Cas. 70. !f an apprentice marries without the 
master's consent, that will not justify his turning him 
away, but he may sue him on his covenant. 2 Vern. 
242. By the custom of London a freeman may 
turn away his apprentice for g?.ming. Id. 241. As 
no apprentice can be made without writing, so none 
can be discharged by his master but by writing.

Masters and apprentices in the city of London are 

regulated by the customs of that city.
By that custom every apprentice bound to a froe- 

7 man
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man must be full 14 years of age, and his agreement I 
must not be for a less term than seven years.

If he break any of the covenants, an action may be 
brought against him as if he were of full age. Green's 
Privilege of the City, 27.

Every freeman ought to enrol his apprentice within 
the first year of his time before the chamberlain ; if 
the apprentice be not enrolled within the first year 
of his. term, he may at any time be discharged from his 
master. Id. 28.

If an apprentice refuse to be enrolled within 
the first year, the master may bring his indentures to 
the chamberlain, who will record the same, which 
record is as good as an enrolment, and will bar the 
apprentice from suing out his indenture for not being 
enrolled. Ibid.

An apprentice in London may be discharged from 
his master in the following cases: if the master gives 
him unmerciful correction ; if he do not provide 
for him good and wholesome , necessaries; if the 
master turn him away, or refuse to receive him 
into his service •, if he leave off trade, and do not 

provide another master for the apprentice ; if he re¬ 
move out of the, freedom ; if he neglect or refuse to 
instruct the apprentice in his art and trade; if the 
apprentice shall be under 14 years when bound, or 
shall be bound for less than seven years; or if he 
shall not be enrolled within the first year. Ibid.

Mode of discharging an apprentice in London : 
The indenture, or a copy of it, must be brought 
to an attorney at the Lord Mayor's Court, who will 
immediately cause notice to be given to the master, 
by a proper officer, of the apprentice's intention to 
sue out his indenture, and for what cause; and, after 
four days, will summon the master to «hew cause why 
the apprentice should not be discharged. If the com¬ 

plaint be for not being enrolled, the master can¬ 
not prevent it; but if it be for any other of the 
causes before mentioned, the master may appear and 
plead, and try the matter. No costs in this case are 

given to either party. Green, p. 3 1.
When an apprentice has faithfully served the full 

term of seven years, and the master refuses to make 
him free, the chamberlain, upon complaint, will 
cause the master to be summoned before him; and 
if the master cannot shew good cause for such his
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refusal, he will make the apprentice free ; and if * 
freeman refuse to appear before the chamberlain, 
being duly summoned, the lord mayor or recor¬ 
der, upon complaint, will grant a warrant to com¬ 
pel him to appear. Id. 206.

Where an apprentice is by consent to be turned 
over to another master, he must first be turned over 
by the company where he was bound, and then be 
turned over by the chamberlain, which is an enrol¬ 
ment, and discharges the first master, and binds the 
other parties. Id. 207.

If an. apprentice wilfully omit to take up his free- 
. dom within a reasonable time, the chamberlain may 

fine him. Id. 209.
A master may be disfranchised for testifying that 

his apprentice had served a freeman, if in fact he was 
turned over to a foreigner, or that he had served seven 

years, If he had not done so. Ibid.
By stat. 8 Anne, c. 9. where a premium is given 

with an apprentice, the indenture must be, within the 
bills of mortality within one month, and elsewhere 
within two months after the date, taken to the stamp 

office, in the former case, and in'the latter, either to 
the stamp office, or the collector of stamp duties, and 
the master or mistress must pay a duty of 6d. in the 
pound upon the premium given, if under 50L, and 
of is. for every pound for all above 50I.

The meaning of this stat. clearly is, that where 
money or money's worth is given to the master, by 
the friends of the apprentice, by way of premium, 
a duty ought to be paid for it; but that where meat, 
cloaths, &c. are to be provided by the parent, no 
duty is payable, because it is not any thing to the 
master; what is given for the benefit of the master, 

duty must be paid upon ; but whatever is given for 
the benefit of the apprentice is not within the words 
of the statute.

If the full sum given with an apprentice is not in¬ 
serted, or the duty paid, the indentures shall be void, 
and apprentices not capable of following trades, in 
which case the masters are liable to a penalty of 50I.

But there are several statutes allowing further time 
to pay the duties and stamp indentures, when this is 
omitted,.&c. and acts of indemnity of this nature are 

visually passed every two or three years.
The payment of the duties on apprentice-fees are

enforced
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enforced by the acts, 18 G. II. c. 22, and 20 G. 
II. c. 45, the former of which provides that, if 
the apprentice shall pay the duties on the neglect of 
the master, he may recover back the apprentice fee; 
and the latter, that if no suit is commenced, and the 
master pay double duties within two years after 
the end of the apprenticeship, the indenture shall be 
valid ; or the apprentice may pay them, and in such 
case recover double the apprentice fee by action from 
his master. "

APPRENTICES, Marine. The several acts, of which 
abstracts are hereafter subjoined, point out the mode 
whereby parish officers may bind poor apprentices 
to the sea service, regulate the forms of the inden¬ 
tures, declare the privileges of such apprentices, their 
mode of assignment, their wages; in short, every sa- ' 
lutary regulation of their conduct, while serving on 
board of merchantmen, which may tend to make 
them experienced seamen, and qualified for the Bri¬ 
tish navy.

In framing these acts, the wisdom and sound po¬ 

licy of the legislature may be contemplated with pe¬ 
culiar pleasure ; since, while affording relief to the 
industrious poor, they at the same time are rendered 
subservient to the important purposes of forming a 

nursery of seamen for the service of the navy.

By 2 and 3 Anne, c. 6, parish boys, 10 years 
old, may be bound apprentice to the sea service, 
till 21, by the church-wardens and overseers, with 
the approbation of two justices, or of the mayor, 
&c.

By 4 Anne, c. 19, no master of a ship is 
obliged to take an apprentice under 13 years of 
age, or who is not healthy or strong; and any widow 
of such master, or his executor or administrator, who 
shall have been obliged to take parish boys appren¬ 

tices, may have power of assigning them over to an¬ 
other master of a ship.

By 2 and 3 Anne, c. 6. s. 2, the boy's age to be in- 1 
serted in the indentures ; and the churchwardens and 
overseers to pay the master 50s. for cloathing and . 
bedding for the boy.

By 2 and 3 Anne, c. 6, s. 4, no such apprentice to 
be impressed till eighteen years of age, or permitted 
to enter himself into his majesty's sea service till i 
that time. !
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Churchwardens shall send the indentures to the 
collector of the customs, at the port to which the 
master belongs, who is to register them, and make an 
indorsement upon the indentures of the registry, and 
transmit a certificate to the admiralty, containing the 
apprentice's name and age, and to what ship he be¬ 
longs, who are to grant protections from time to time 
without fee or reward. S. 5.

Collectors refusing or neglecting to register and in¬ 
dorse such indentures to forfeit 5I. S. 5.

Any person to whom a parish boy has been 
bound apprentice; may, with consent and approbation 
of two or more justices of the peace of the same 

county, and dwelling in or near the parish where such 
boy was bound apprentice, or of the mayor, aldermen, 
&c. turn over such apprentice to the master or owner 
of a ship for the remaining time of his apprenticeship. 
All which indentures of assignment to be registered, 
and certificates transmitted to the admiralty, who are 
to give protections gratis. 2 and 3 Anne, c. 6. s. 6. 
and 4 Anne, c. 19. s. 16.

Such apprentices exempted from paying the 6d. a 
month to Greenwich Hospital till they are 18 years of 
age. 2 and 3 Anne, c. 6. s. 7. and 2 G. II. c. 7. and 
36.

Masters of ships from the burthen of 30 to 50 tons 

obliged to take one such apprentice, and one more 
for the next 50 tons, and one more for every 100 
tons that such ship shall exceed the burthen of 100 
tons.

By 2 and 3 Anne, c. 6. s. 8. and 4 Anne, c. 19. s. 
16, masters refusing to take such apprentices to forfeit 
10I for the use of the poor of the parish from whence 
the boy was to have been bound.

Masters of ships, before clearing out, to give an ac¬ 

count in writing of the names and number of their 
apprentices to the collector of the port. S. 9.

Custom-house officers to insert at the bottom of the 

cocket the number of men and boys on board, de¬ 
scribing the apprentices, and dates of their indentures, 
without fee or reward. S. 14.

Voluntary apprentices to the sea service not to be 
impressed for three years, to be reckoned from the 
dates of their respective indentures. Indentures to 
be registered, certificates transmitted, and protections 
granted for the three years. S. 15.
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By 2 and 3 Anne, c. 6. s. 15. 4 Anne, c. 19. s. 17. 
and 13. G. II. c. 17. s. 2, no apprentices to sea ser¬ 
vice of 18 years of age shall be protected, or exempt¬ 
ed from serving, who shall have been in any sea 
service before the time they bound themselves appren¬ 
tice.

By 2 and 3 Anne, c. 6. s. 17, when such apprentice 
is impressed, or voluntarily enters himself in his ma¬ 
jesty's service, the master to have able seamen's 
wages.

By 28 G. II. c. 20. s. 5, every ship employed in 
the Greenland and Davis' Straights fishery, shall 
have an apprentice bound for three years at least for 
every 50 tons burthen, who shall be reckoned as part 
of the complement.

By 31 G. II. c. 10. s. 16, wages of apprentices en¬ 

tering the navy to be paid to the master, unless the 
apprentice was above 18 years of age when bound, 
or rated as servant to an officer, to whom such ap¬ 

prenticeship was unknown. See Fisheries. 
Apprentices to Manufactures. By st. 42 G. III. c. 

72, entitled, An act for the preservation of the health 
and morals of apprentices and others employed in 
cotton and other mills, and cotton and other facto¬ 
ries, it is enacted, that, from and after the 2d day of 
December 1802, all such mills and factories within 
Great Britain and Ireland, wherein three or more 

apprentices, or 20 or more other persons, shall at 

any time be employed, shall be subject to the several 
rules and regulations contained in this act; and the 
master or mistress of every such mill or factory is 
hereby strictly enjoined and required to pay due at¬ 
tention, and act in strict conformity to the said rules 
and regulations.

All the rooms and apartments belonging to any 
such mill or factory shall, twice at least in every year, 
be washed with quick-lime and water over every part 
of the walls and ceiling thereof; and due care shall 
be paid by the master or mistress of such mills ol¬ 

factories, to provide a sufficient number of windows 
and openings, to insure a proper supply of fresh air. 
S. 2.

Every such master or mistress shall constantly 
supply every apprentice, during the term of appren¬ 
ticeship, with two whole and complete suits of cloath- 
ing, with suitable linen, stockings, hats, and shoes;
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one new complete suit being delivered to such ap¬ 
prentice once at least in every year. S. 3.

No apprentice that now is or hereafter shall be 
bound to any such master or mistress, shall be em¬ 
ployed or compelled to work for more than 12 hours 
in any one day (reckoning from six of the clock in the 
morning to nine of the clock at night), exclusive of 
the time that may be occupied by such apprentice 111 
eating the necessary meals : provided always, that, 
from and after the istday of June 1803, no appren¬ 
tice shall be employed or compelled to work upon 
any occasion whatever, between the hours of nine of 
the clock at night and six of the clock in the morning. 
S. 4.

In any mill or factory, wherein not less than 
1000 nor more than 1500 spindles are constantly used 
in the carrying on of the manufacture, the owner or 
owners of such mill may employ the apprentices in 
the night until the 25th day of December 1803 ; 
and in any mill or factory wherein more than 1500 
spindles shall be employed, such apprentices may 
be employed in the night until the 25th day of June 
1804. S. 5.

Every such apprentice shall be instructed, in some 

part of every working day, for the first four years 
at least of his or her apprenticeship, which shall 
next ensue from and after the 2d day of December 
1802, and for the first four years at least of his or 
her apprenticeship, if his or her apprenticeship com¬ 
mences at any time after the 2d day of December 
1802, in the usual hours of work, in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, or either of them, according to the 
age and abilities of such apprentice, by some discreet 
and proper person, to be provided and paid by the 
master or mistress of such apprentice, in some room or 

place in such mill or factory to be set apart for that 
purpose ; and the time hereby directed to be allotted 
for such instruction as aforesaid, shall be deemed and 
taken on all occasions as part of the respective pe¬ 
riods limited by this act during which any such ap¬ 
prentice shall be employed or compelled to work. 
S. 6.

Apartments of male and female apprentices to be 
kept distinct, and two only shall sleep in one bed 
S. 7.

Every apprentice, or (in case the apprentices shall
attend
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attend in classes) every such class shall, for the space 
of one hour at least every Sunday, be instructed and 
examined in the principles of the Christian religion, 
by some proper person to be provided and paid by the 
master or mistress of such apprentice; and in Eng¬ 
land and Wales, in case the parents of such apprentice 
shall be members of the church of England, then such 
apprentice shall be taken, once at least in every year 

during the term of his or her apprenticeship, to be 
examined by the rector, vicar, or curate of the parish 
in which such mill or factory is situated; and 
shall also after such apprentice has attained the 
age of fourteen years, and before attaining the age of 
eighteen years, be duly instructed and prepared for 
confirmation, and be brought or sent to the bishop 
of the diocese to be confirmed, in case any confirma¬ 
tion shall, during such period, take place in or for 
the said parish : and in Scotland, where the parents 
of such apprentice shall be members of the established 
church, such apprentice shall be taken, once at least in 
every year during the term of his or her apprenticeship, 
to be examined by the minister of the parish ; and 
shall after such apprentice has attained the age of 
fourteen years, and before the attaining the age of 
eighteen years, be carried to the parish church to 
receive the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as the 
same is administered in churches in Scotland; and 
such master or mistress shall send all his or her ap¬ 

prentices under the care of some proper person, 
once in a month at least, to attend during divine ser¬ 
vice in the church of the parish or place in which 
the mill or factory shall be situated, or in some other 
convenient church or chapel where service shall be 
performed according to the rites of the church of 
England, or according to the established religion in 
Scotland, as the case may be, or in some licensed place 
of divine worship ; and in case the apprentices of any 

such master or mistress cannot conveniently attend 
such church or chapel every Sunday, the master or 

mistress, either by themselves or some proper person, 
shall cause divine service to be performed in some 
convenient room or place in or adjoining to the mill 
or factory, once at least every Sunday that such ap¬ 

prentices shall not be able to attend divine service at 
such church or chapel; and such master or mis¬ 
tress is hereby strictly enjoined and required to
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take due care that all the apprentices regularly at¬ 
tend divine service, according to the directions, of 
this act. S. 3.

Justices at their Midsummer sessions yearly shall 
appoint two visitors of such mills or factories, who 
shall report the condition thereof to the quarter ses¬ 
sions. S. 9.

In case the said visitors shall find that any infec¬ 
tious disorder appears to prevail in any mill or fac¬ 
tory as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for thein or either 
of them to require the master or mistress of any such 
mill or factory to call in forthwith some physician, or 

other competent medical person, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the nature and probable effects of such 
disorder, and for applying such remedies and recom¬ 

mending such regulations as the said physician, or 

other competent medical person, shall think most 

proper for preventing the spreading of the infec¬ 
tion, and for restoring the health of the sick ; who 
shall report to such visitors, as often as they may be re¬ 

quired so to do, their opinion in writing of the na¬ 
ture, progress, and present state of the disorder, toge¬ 
ther with its probable effects •, and any expences in¬ 
curred in consequence of the provisions aforesaid for 
medical assistance, shall be discharged by the master 
or mistress of such mill or factory. S. 1 o.

Copies of this act to be affixed in two conspi¬ 
cuous places of such mills or factories. S. 12.

Every master or mistress who shall wilfully act con¬ 

trary to or offend against any of the provisions of this 
act, shall for such offence (except where otherwise 
directed) forfeit any sum not exceeding five pounds 
nor less than forty shillings, at the discretion of the 
justices before whom such offender shall be con¬ 

victed. S. 13.
Mills or factories employing a certain number of 

persons to be entered in a book kept by the clerk of 
the peace, who shall receive 2s. for each entry. S. 14. 

AR ABI A, a country in Asia, famous, from the most re¬ 

mote antiquity, for the independence of its inhabi¬ 
tants during the vast conquests of Assyrians, Per¬ 
sians, Greeks, and Romans ; and, in latter times, for 
being the centre of an empire equal, if not superior, to 
any that ever yet existed.

Before the Portuguese interrupted the navigation of 
the Red Sea, the Arabs were the factors of all the 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trade that passed through that channel. Aden, 
which is situated at the most southern extremity of 
Arabia, upon the Indian ocean, was the mart in these 
parts.

This trade was at first inconsiderable, consisting 
principally of mynh, incense, aloes, balm of Mecca, 
some aromatics and medicinal drugs; these articles, 
the exportation of which is continually retarded by 
exorbitant imposts, and does not exceed at present 
30,oocl. were at that time more in repute than they 
have been since, but must have been always of little 
consequence. Soon after, a great change ensued from 
the introduction of coffee, the general market for 
which is Betelfagui. Here is sold all the coffee 
that comes out of the country by land ; the rest is 
carried to Mocha, which is 35 leagues distant, or to 
the nearest ports of Lohia, or Hodieda, whence it is 
transported in small vessels to Jodda. The Egyp¬ 
tians fetch it from the last mentioned place, and all 
other nations from the former. The quantity of cof¬ 
fee exported has been estimated at twelve million five 
hundred and fifty thousand weight. The European 
companies take off a million and a half, the Persians 
three million and a half, the fleet from Suez six mil¬ 
lion and a half, Indostan and Maldives and the Ara¬ 
bian colonies on the coast of Africa fifty thousand, and 
the caravans a million.

The coffee which is bought up by the caravans 
and the Europeans is the best that can be procured; it 
costs about eightpence halfpenny per pound •, the 
Persians, who content themselves with that of an in¬ 
ferior quality, pay no more than sixpence halfpenny 
a pound ; the Egyptians purchase it at about the rate of 
eightpence, their cargoes being composed partly of good 
and partly of bad coffee. If we estimate coffee about 
sevenpence halfpenny a pound, which is the mean 

price, the profits accruing to Arabia, from its annual 
exportation, will amount to 384,343k 15s. 'J his mo¬ 

ney does not go into their coffers, but it enables them 
to purchase the commodities brought from foreign 
markets to their ports of Jodda and Mocha.

Mocha receives frcm Abyssinia, sheep, elephants' 
teeth, musk, and slaves: it is supplied from the east¬ 

ern coast of Africa with gold, slaves, amber, and ivo¬ 
ry ; from the Persian gulph, with dates, tobacco, and 
corn ; from Surat, with a vast quantity of coarse and

A R A

some fine linens; from Bombay and Pondicherry, 
with iron, lead, and copper, which are carried thither 
from Europe; from Malabar, with rice, ginger, pep¬ 
per, Indian saffron ; with coire, cardamom, and also 
with planks ; from the Maldives, with gum, benzoin, 
aloes, wood, and pepper, which these islands take in 
exchange ; from Coromandel, with 400 or 500 bales 
of cotton, chiefly blue. The greatest part of these 
commodities are consumed in the interior part of the 
country. The rest, particularly the cottons, ve dis¬ 
posed of in Abyssinia, Socotara, and the eastern coast 
of Africa.

None of these branches, which are managed at 
Mocha as well as throughout all the country, or even 
at Sanaa, the capital, are in the hands of the natives.

The European companies, who enjoy the exclusive 
privilege of trading beyond the Cape of Good Hope, 
formerly maintained agents at Mocha.

The trade was carried on by ships that sailed from 
Europe, with iron, lead, copper, and silver, sufficient 
to pay for the coffee they intended to buy. The su¬ 

percargoes, who had the care of these transactions, 
settled the accounts every time they returned. These 
voyages, which at first were pretty numerous and ad¬ 
vantageous, have been successively laid aside. The 
plantations of coffee, made by the European nations 
in their colonies, have equally lessened the consump¬ 
tion and the price of that which comes from Arabia. 
In process of time these voyages did not yield a suffi¬ 
cient profit to answer the high charges of under¬ 
taking them on purpose. The companies of England 
and France then resolved one of them to send ships 
from Bombay, and the other from Pondicherry to 
Mocha, with the merchandize of Europe and India. 
They even frequently had recourse to a method that 
was less expensive. The English and French visit the 
Red Sea every year; though they dispose of their 
merchandize there to good advantage, they can never 
take in cargoes from thence for their return. They 
carry for a moderate freight the coffee belonging to 
the companies, who lade the vessels with it, which 
they dispatch from Malabar and Coromandel to Eu¬ 
rope. The Dutch Company, who prohibit their 
servants from fitting out ships, and who send no ves¬ 

sels themselves to the Gulph of \rabia, are deprived 
of the share they might take in this branch of com¬ 

merce.
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merce. They have also given up a much more lucra¬ 
tive branch, that of Jodda.

ARBITRATOR. An arbitrator is a private judge, 
chosen reciprocrally by the parties interested, finally 
to determine such matters in dispute between 
them, as they chuse thus to settle, rather than 
have recourse to the cognizance of a court of 
law or equity. The power of the arbitrator is 
derived from and limited by the submission; and 
his opinion or sentence upon the matters in dispute is 
denominated an award. See Award, Umpirage.

ARBITRATION, in Exchanges. See Exchanges.
ARCHANGEL, a city of Russia, in the province of 

Dwina, on the east side of the river Dwina. The 
commodities chiefly imported into Archangel were 

gold and silver, stuffs and laces, gold-wire, co¬ 

chineal, indigo, and other drugs for dyeing, wine, 
brandy, and other distilled spirits. The customs arising 
to the czar were computed at 200,000 roubles a year, 
and the number of foreign ships at 400 annually. But, 
upon the building of Petersburg, Peter the Great abo¬ 
lished the immunities of Archangel, and removed 
the commerce of the White Sea to the havens of the 

Baltic. Still, however, its imports of tar were con¬ 
siderable ; in 1730 to the amount of 400 lasts, at 11 
barrels each. It sends, during the winter, great quan¬ 
tities of rawaga, a small species of three-finned cod, to 

Petersburg, frozen.
Its present trade is not inconsiderable. It supplies 

the government of Archangel, part of those of Nishie- 
Novogorod and Caran with European commodities ; 
and draws in exchange from those western parts, 
corn, flax, hemp, coarse linen, cordage, sails, masts, 
and tallow, which are mostly conveyed by the Dwina. 
It forms also a principal communication with the 
northern and western parts of Siberia, from whence 
the merchants procure furs, skins, and iron. 

ARITHMETIC, the art of computing by numbers, or 
that by which we discover what number of quantities 
there are, either real or imaginary, of any kind, con¬ 
tained in another quantity of the same species. 

ARMED VESSEL, See Privateer. 
ARMS and AMMUNITION. By st. 24 G. III. c. 47. 

s. 5, 6, 7, no merchant vessel is allowed to carry more 
than two carriage-guns of 41b. calibre, nor more than 
in the proportion of two musquets for every ten men.
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except ships of mart, or vessels employed in the ser¬ 
vice of the victualling, ordnance, customs, excise, or 
post-office, without being regularly licenced for that 
purpose. But ships or vessels with arms and ammu¬ 
nition, regularly entered and cleared at any custom¬ 
house in his majesty's dominions as merchandise, or 
for the use of British garrisons, or for the necessary 
defence of such ships, by licence, shall not be forfeited 
on account of such arms and ammunition. 

A RMY- \ GENT. See Jgent.
ARREATvS, or Arrearages, denote money unpaid 

in proper time, the remainder due on an account, or 
a sum of money remaining in the hands of an ac¬ 
countant.

ARREST, is a legal restraint of a person charged with 
some debt to an individual, or some crime against 
the state ; and it is executed in pursuance of the 
command of some court of record, or officer of justice.

There are several statutes concerning the liberty of 
the subject against unlawful suits or arrests ; and 
there are some persons also privileged from arrests, 
as members of parliament ; peeresses by birth, mar¬ 

riage, &c. members of convocations actually attending 
them ; ambassadors ; domestic servants of ambas¬ 
sadors ; king's servants ; marshals or wardens of the 
Fleet; clerks, attornies, or other persons attending 
the courts of justice ; clergymen performing divine ser_ 

vice, and not merely remaining in church with a frau¬ 
dulent design ; suitors, witnesses subpoenaed, and other 
persons necessarily attending any court of record upon 
business ; bankrupts coming to surrender within 42 

days after their surrender ; witnesses properly sum¬ 
moned before commissioners of bankruptcy, or other 
commissioners under the great seal, but not creditors 
coming to prove ti eir debts ; heirs, executors, or ad¬ 
ministrators, except on private contracts by them¬ 
selves, or in case of devastavit; sailors and volunteer 
soldiers, unless the debt is 20I. Officers of courts arc 

allowed their privileges, only where they sue or are 
sued in their own rights, but not if as executors or 

administrators, nor in joint actions.
In an action against husband and wife, the husband 

alone is liable to be arrested, and shall not be dis¬ 

charged until he has put in bail for himself and his 
wife; and if the latter is arrested, she shall be dis¬ 

charged on common bail. 1 T. R. 486.
None
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None of the king's servants can be arrested in any 

place without notice first given to the lord chamber¬ 
lain, that he remove them, or make them pay their 
debts.

To prevent the abuse of gaolers and sheriffs offi¬ 
cers towards their prisoners, it is enacted by 32 
G. II, c. 28, that no officer shall carry his prisoner to 
a tavern without his consent, nor charge him for any 

liquor but such as he shall freely call for, nor demand 
for caption or attendance any other than his legal fee, 
nor exact any gratuity-money, nor carry his prisoner 
to gaol within 24 hours after his arrest, unless 
the prisoner refuse to go to some safe house, of 
his own choosing ; nor shall any officer take for the 
diet, lodging, or expences of his prisoner, more than 
shall be allowed by an order of sessions. Bailiffs to 
shew a copy of this act to prisoner, and to permit 
perusal thereof; and the prisoner to send for his own 

victuals, bedding, &c. if he thinks proper.
The fee now allowed by the master for arrests in 

town is 10s. 6d. and in the country, il. is.

By 29 Car. II. c. 7, no writ, process, warrant, &c. 
(except for treason, felony, or for breach of the peace) 
shall be served on a Sunday ; but a person who has 
been arrested the day before, may be retaken on the 
Sunday, Mod. Cas. 231. And a man may be taken 
on a Sunday on an escape warrant, or on fresh pur¬ 

suit, when taken the day before. Lord Raymond, 
1028. Or where he goes at large out of the rules of 
the King's Bench prison or the Fleet. 5 Anne, c. 

9. Bail may also take the principal on a Sunday, 
and confine him till Monday, and then render him. 

1 Jtk. 239. 6 Mod. 201.

By 12 G. I. c. 29, and 5 G. II. c. 27, made per¬ 

petual by 21 G. II. c. 3, no person can be arrested 
by process out of a superior court, unless the cause 
of action be iol. and upwards. And by 19 G. III. 
c. 17, no person can be arrested and held to bail in 
an inferior court, unless the cause of action be also 
iol.

In actions in inferior courts under isl. where judg¬ 
ment is obtained and defendants cannot be found in 

their jurisdictions, the superior courts may issue exe¬ 
cution. 19 Geo. III. c. 70. s. 4.

A defendant may be arrested in an action on a judg¬ 
ment for 1 ol. for damages and costs, though the ori-
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ginal debt alone were under iol. But bail cannot be 
had upon the second judgment, where bail has been 
given on the first. 2 Sir. 782.

If a bailiff be kept off from making an arrest, he 
shall have an action of assault; and where the person 
arrested makes resistance, or assaults the bailiff, he 
may justify beating him. If a bailiff touches a man, 
which is an arrest, and he makes his escape, it will be 
a rescue, and an attachment may be had against him. 
I Sa/k. 79.

If a bailiff lay hold of one by the hand (when he 
has a warrant to arrest) as he holds it out of the win¬ 
dow, this will be such a taking, that the bailiff" may- 
justify breaking open the house to carry him away. 
I Vent. 306.

In the case of Lee v. Gansel, the Court of King's 
Bench determined that the chamber door of the 

lodger is not to be considered as his outer door, but 
that the street door not being shut, the officer had a 

right to open the chamber door, the defendant being 
in the room, and refusing to open it. Coivp. 1.

An arrest in the night as well as in the day is law¬ 
ful, 9 Rep. 66. And every one is bound by the 
common law to assist the sheriff, not only in the ex¬ 
ecution of his writ and making arrest, &c. but his 
bailiff also that hath authority to do it. 2 Inst. 193. 1

A bailiff", upon an arrest, ought to shew at whose 
suit, out of what court the writ issues, and for what 

cause, &c. when the party arrested submits himself 
to arrest; but he need not shew his warrant unless 
the party demands it, nor is any special bailiff bound 
to shew his warrant unless it be demanded. 9 Rep. 
68, 69.

If an action is entered in one of the compters in 
London, a city serjeant may arrest the party without 
the sheriff's warrant, 1 Li/I. and by the custom of 
London a debtor may be arrested before the money is 
due, to make him find sureties, but not by the com¬ 

mon law. I Nels. Arb. 258.
The following are some of the principal points de¬ 

termined relative to civil arrests, and how far persons 
under particular circumstances shall be privileged from 
such arrests.

In a case where the defendant was attending his 
cause at the sittings, and continued in court until five 
in the afternoon, to speak to the attorney, and then

went
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went to dine at a tavern, and during dinner was ar¬ 
rested, he was-held in this case to be privileged, and 
that such arrest was illegal. Lightfoot v. Cameron, 2. 
Blac. 111 j.

An arrest must be by authority of the bailiff, but he 
need not be the hand that arrests, nor even in the pre¬ 
sence, nor even be actually in sight, nor within any 
precise distance of the person arrested. Blatch v. 
Archer■, Coivp. 63.

A messenger from a foreign prince resident here 
is privileged from arrest. Hopkins v. De Robed, 3 
T. R. 79.

A creditor may lawfully enter a detainer against 
his debtor, who is in fact resident within the 
walls of a prison, although he be not there as a pri¬ 
soner. Wilkinson v. Jacques, 3 T. R. 392.

The court will not discharge a person out of cus¬ 

tody because he was arrested while attending a com¬ 
mission of bankruptcy to prove a debt. Kinder v. 

Williams, 4 T. R 377.
It has been laid down by the Court of Common 

Pleas as a general rule, in the case of Meekins v. 

Smith, 1 H. B. 686, that all persons who have rela¬ 
tion to a suit which calls for their attendance, whe¬ 
ther they be compelled to attend by process or not 

(in which number bail are included), are entitled to 
privilege from arrest going and returning, provided 
they come bona fide.

Where a person was arrested for 80I. on a Testatum 
Capias into Surrey, and gave to the plaintiff a draft 
for 45I. saying it would be immediately paid, and 
agreed to meet the plaintiff a few days after to settle 
the remainder of the debts, on which the plaintiff 
agreed that the defendant should be discharged out 
of custody; the draft was dishonoured, the defen¬ 
dant having no effects in the hands of the drawer ; 
and it was held that the draft given not having been 
that which it purported to be, defendant might be 
arrested again upon the same affidavit. Peckford v. 
Max-well, 6T. R. 52.

If a party be arrested abroad by process out of the 
court in a colony, and the plaintiff proceed to judg¬ 
ment, then the defendant coming to this country 

may be arrested on the same demand. Maule v. Mur¬ 
ray, 7 T. R. 479.

A bailiff who permits a prisoner to escape im-
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mediately after the arrest, may at any time retake him 
before the return of the writ. Atkinson v. Jameson, 5 
T. R.25.

ARTICLE, a small part of an account contained in the 
journal, invoice, &c.

Article is also the several clauses, terms, and con¬ 

ditions, agreed upon in partnerships, bargains, and 
treaties, and also of the things adjudged or deter¬ 
mined by arbitrators.

ARTICLES before Marriage, their validity in case of 
bankruptcy. See Bankrupts.

ARTIFICERS. By 21 H. VIII. c. 16, a stranger ar¬ 
tificer in London shall not keep more than two 

stranger servants.

By 5 Geo. I. c.27, persons contracting with arti¬ 
ficers in wool, iron, steel, brass, or other metal, &c. to 

go to any foreign country, shall be imprisoned three 
months; and English artificers going abroad, and not 
returning in six months, after warning given by our 

ambassadors, &c. shall be disabled to hold lands by 
descent or devise, be incapable to take any legacy, &c„ 
and deemed aliens.

By 22 G. III. c. 60. s. 12, if any person shall con¬ 
tract with, entice, persuade, or endeavour to seduce 
or encourage any artificer or workman concerned or 

employed in printing callicoes, cottons, muslins, or 
linens of any sort, or in making and preparing any 
blocks, plates, engines, tools, or utensils for such manu¬ 

factory, to go out of Great Britain to any part beyond 
the seas, he shall forfeit 5col. and be committed to 
the common gaol of the county for twelve months, 
and until such forfeiture shall be paid.

If any person shall put, or endeavour to put on 
board any ship, &c. or other vessel, not bound di¬ 
rectly to some port in Great Britain, any such blocks, 
plates, engines, tools, or utensils, or part orparts thereof, 
exclusive of all such tools as may be seized by the 
revenue officers, he shall forfeit 500I. S. 3, 4, 7.

If the captain or other oflicer of any vessel in Great 
Britain or Ireland shall willingly or knowingly permit 
or suffer any such blocks, &c. to be put on board his 
vessel, or shall connive at the same being done, 
he shall forfeit xool. for every such offence. S- 
5> 7-

And if the ship or vessel belong to his majesty, the 
captain or other officer so permitting, suffering, or

conniving,
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conniving, shall forfeit iool. and be incapable of 
holding any office or commission under his majesty.
S. s, v

And if any officer of his majesty's customs shall 
take, or knowingly and willingly permit or allow, or 

sign any cocket or sufferance for the shipping or ex¬ 

porting of any of the said blocks, &c. or knowingly 
suffer the same to be done, he shall forfeit iool. and 
be for ever rendered incapable of holding any place 
or employment under his majesty. " S. 6, 7.

By 25 G. III. c. 67. s. 1, 8. continued by 28 G. III. 
c. 23. s. 7. and 30 G. III. c. 18, if any person in 
Great Britain shall upon any pretence whatsoever 
export, load, or put on board, or pack, or cause or 

procure to be loaden on board of any ship or vessel 
which shall be bound to some place or port beyond 
the seas (except to Ireland), or shall lade or cause 

to be brought to any quay, wharf, or other place in 
order to be so laden or, &c. (except to Ireland), any 
tool or utensil, that is to say, hand-stamps, dog-head 
stamps, pulley-stamps, stamps of all sorts, hammers 
and anvils for stamps, screws for stamps, iron rods 
for stamps, presses of all sorts in iron, steel, or other 
metal, which are used for giving impressions to metal, 
or any part or parts of these several articles ; presses 
of all sorts, called cutting-out presses 5 beds and 
benches to be used therewith ; piercing presses of all 
sorts ; beds and punches to be used therewith, either 
in parts or pieces, or fitted together ; iron or steel 
dies to be used in stamps or presses, either with or 
without impressions ; rollers of cast iron, wrought 
iron, or steel, for rolling of metal, and frames for 
the same 5 flasks or casting moulds, or boards used 
therewith ; lathes for turning, burnishing, or polish¬ 
ing, either the whole together or separate parts 
thereof; lathe-strings ; polishing brushes ; scoring or 

shading engines ; presses or dies for horn buttons ; 

sheers for cutting of metal; rolled steel ; rolled metal 
with silver thereon ; buttons, or parts unfinished ; 

engines for chasing stocks, for casting buckles, but¬ 
tons, and rings ; cast-iron anvils and hammers for 
forging ; mills for iron and copper rolls ; slitters, bed- 
spillars, and frames for slitting-mills ; die-sinking 
tools of all sorts ; drilling-engines ; tools for pinch¬ 
ing of glass ; engines for making button shanks ; laps 
of all sorts; engines for covering of whips; polishing
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brushes ; bars of metal, covered with gold or silver } 
iron or steel screw-plates ; pins and stocks for making 
screws, or any other tool or utensil which now or 
hereafter shall or may be used in working, preparing, 
finishing, or completing the iron or steel manufac¬ 
tures of this kingdom, by what name or names soever 
they are known or called, or any model or plan of 
such tools, implements. &c. or any part or parts 
thereof, and complaint be made thereof upon oath 
before any justice; he may issue his warrant to bring 
the person or persons whose property they are before 
him, and examine him as to the purposes the said 
tools are for; and if he shall not give an account 
thereof to the satisfaction of the said justice or jus¬ 
tices, then the said justice may, if the circumstances 
appear sufficient for so doing, bind the party to ap¬ 
pear at the quarter sessions of the t peace for the 
county, city, riding, &c. where the offence shall be 
committed, with proper sureties ; but if such person 
shall neglect or refuse to give such security, the said 
justice may commit the party to the common gaol, or 
house of correction, until the next assizes, or next 

quarter sessions of the county or, &c. when in case 
of conviction upon indictment or information he 
shall forfeit for every such offence (exclusive of all 
such tools or utensils, or parts thereof, together with 
the packages and all other goods packed therewith) 
200I. and also suffer imprisonment in the common 

gaol, prison, or house of correction for twelve months, 
without bail or mainprize, and until such forfeiture 
shall be paid; one half of the penalty for the same to 
the king, and half to the officer who shall sue, after 
deducting the charges of prosecution from the whole. 
See Manufactures. 

ASIA, one of the four great parts of the world, situate 
between 25. and 180. Ion. and between the equator 
and 80. N. lat. It extends 4740 miles from the Dar¬ 
danelles, on the west to the east shore of Tartary, 
and 4380 miles from the most southern part of Ma¬ 
lacca to the most northern cape of Nova Zembla, 
being superior in extent, as well as in many other 
respects, to Africa and Europe. It is bounded on the 
north by the Frozen Ocean, on the west by the Red 
Sea, the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, the Don, and 
the Oby, on the east by the Pacific Ocean, and on the 
south by the Indian Ocean. The principal countries

on
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on this continent are Siberia, Tartary, China, Thi¬ 
bet, Hindoostan, Siam, Burmah, Persia, Arabia,Syria, 
Palestine, Natolia, Diarbeckar, Irac, Armenia, Geor¬ 
gia, Curdislan, &c. The various particulars of go¬ 

vernment, religion, soil, climate, and productions, 
may be found under the names of the respective 
countries.

ASSETS are goods or property in the hands of a person, 
with which he is enabled to discharge an obligation 
imposed upon him by another. They may be either 
real or personal. Where a person holds lands in fee 
simple and dies seized thereof, those lands, when 
they come to the heir, are called assets. So far as ob¬ 
ligations are left on the part of the deceased to be 
fulfilled, those are called assets real. When the pro¬ 

perty, left under similar circumstances, consists of 
goods, money, or personal property, they are called 
assets personal.

When such assets fall into the management of exe¬ 
cutors, they are called assets inter mames.

When a merchant sends goods to a correspondent, 
and draws upon him, the goods or property remitted 
are assets in regard to the bill. Thus a correspondent 
is justified in refusing to accept or pay such bill, if 
the property sent or lodged is not sufficient, and 
the refusal is recorded, in that case, for want of 
assets.

ASSIENTO is a term used for a bargain between the 
king of Spain and other powers, for importing ne¬ 
groes into the Spanish dominions in America, and 
particularly Buenos Ayres. The first assiento was 
made with the French Guinea Company; and by 
the treaty of Utrecht, all transferred to the English, 
who were to furnish 4800 negroes annually.

ASSIGNATS, paper created for circulation; and for 
the payment of which some certain property or funds 
are assigned in a peculiar manner, upon condi¬ 
tions contained in some instrument or act of govern¬ 

ment.

Assignats (French), paper first issued by the National 
Assembly of France in the beginning of 1790, in 
order to pay the arrears due to the creditors of the 
state.

The church lands, and those belonging to the ab¬ 
beys and convents that were intended to be suppressed, 
were assigned or made over to commissioners for the
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purpose, not of paying, but, more properly speaking, 
of extinguishing or absorbing the assignats.

The circulation of assignats was enforced by law, 
and the quantity was limited to one milliard, or a 
thousand millions tournois (42,000,0001. sterling) ; 
their destination was, as already said, to pay the ar¬ 
rears of government: but every rr.Ie at first laid 
down was speedily departed from. The ordinary ex- 

pences of government were paid in assignats. The 
quantity was increased at first by particular decrees 
for that purpose, but at last without either rule or 
limit. The prolonged disorders of the revolution, 
the expences accumulating and augmenting every 

day, and the impure hands into which the adminis¬ 
tration fell, occasioned such quantities to be emitted, 
as no assigned property could absorb, or any circu¬ 
lation employ. Discredit at length became so great, 
that the paper, at first issued with only three per 
cent, loss, fell at last to 1 -700th part of its nominal 
value.

The assignats preserved value for a long time, on 
account of their forced circulation. They served to 

pay a debt at par, after they became almost useless in 
making a purchase. It then became a speculation of 
great advantage to contract debts, and pay at a pro¬ 

longed day in assignats, the value of which was con¬ 

tinually on the decline. The property of the French na¬ 
tion underwent a greater transition by the speculations 
to which this species of paper money gave rise than by 
any other circumstance •, and particularly as 12 years 

were given for paying instalments on the estates 
bought from the nation ; so that sometimes a portion 
of land did not, in the end, cost the purchaser 
above two or three years purchase, though it nomi¬ 
nally sold for above 30.

The assignats at first bore an interest of three per 
cent, payable in specie, but that was soon cut off. Their 
amount was 2000,1000, 500, 300, and 200 livres each; 
but as no metallic money could be got in exchange 
without great loss, the common affairs of life required, 
smaller money of the same sort : assignats of 100, 
50, 25, 10, and 5 livres were created; and, last , of 
all, down to the sum of five sous, or two-pence half¬ 
penny English, which, at the depreciated value, was 
not more than one halfpenny, and latterly not near so 
much.

F When
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"When the assignats were exchanged for the for¬ 
feited church lands and estates, they were burned by 
the commissioners ; but there is reason to think that 
there was as much inaccuracy in this destructive ope¬ 
ration as in that by which they were created: so that 
in the whole of the affair, from beginning to end, 
there was no regular svstem nor mode of action ; 
otherwise the first idea was well arranged, and found¬ 
ed upon solid principles. 

ASSIGNEES. See .Bankruptcy.
ASSIGNMENT. An assignment is an .absolute-transfer

of all the interest which the assignor has in the
»

property assigned.
In the assignment of a bond or power of .attor¬ 

ney, a clause is always inserted, empowering the .as¬ 
signee to receive and sue in the name of the assignor.

If a bond be assigned for a valuable consideration, 
the assignee alone becomes entitled to the money; so 
that if the obligor after notice of such assignment to 
the obligee pays it, he will be obliged to pay it over 

again. 2 Vern. .595.
In the case of a policy of insurance, the Court of 

King's Bench will so far take notice of an assignment 
as to permit an action to be brought in the name of 
the assignor. 1 T. R. 26. And the assignee who has 
become a bankrupt may sue the debtor for the benefit 
of the assignor.

A bare power is not assignable, but where coupled 
with an interest. 2 Mod. 317.

An assignment of a contractor a chose in action, need 
not be made by deed. 4T. R. 690. If an assignment 
be made of a sum of money owing or payable to the 
assignee, notice of the assignment should be imme¬ 
diately given to the party liable to pay it. See Deeds, 
Notice.

ASSOCIATION,, the act of constituting a society or 

partnership, in order to carry on some scheme or 
affair for particular purposes or mutual advantage.

ASSURANCE. See Marine Insurance.

ASYLUM, a sanctuary or place of refuge, where cri¬ 
minals and debtors shelter themselves from the hands 
of justice.

It was customary in former times to allow re¬ 

fuge and impunity even to the vilest and most fla¬ 

grant offenders. We read of asylums at Lyons and 
■Fienua among the ancient Gauls; and there are

ATT

seme cities in Germany and Italy which still pre¬ 
serve the old right of asylum. The palace of Holy- 
Rood-house, commonly called the Abbey, at Edin¬ 
burgh, is still a sanctuary for debtors. The boundaries 
towards the town are very circumscribed ; but a laige 
portion of the King's Park, and the grounds towards 
the sea, are free: in all, not less than three miles in 
circumference. Numbers of persons avail themseU ts 
of the privilege, and go thither for protection. See 
Embassador.

ATTACHMENT, is a custom in some places, parti¬ 
cularly the city of London, whereby a creditor may 
attach the goods of his debtor in any hands where 
he finds them, privileged persons and places only ex¬ 
cepted. By this custom a party may attach goods or 

jnoney of the defendant, either in the plaintiff's own 
hands, or the custody of a third person, and that 
either in the mayor's or sheriff's court. If any plaint 
be affirmed in London in the above courts, and 
be returned nihil; if the plaintiff will surmise any 
other within the city, who is debtor to the defendant 
in any sum, he shall have his garnishment against 
him to appear and answer if he be indebted in the 
form the other hath alleged ; and if he come, and 
do not deny it, the debt shall be attached in his 
hands. But debts upon record, statute, or recogni¬ 
zance, debt recovered, or which is in suit in the 
King's Bench or Common Pleas, after issue joined, 
or money in the sheriff's hands after execution, &c. 
are not attachable in London, neither will attachment 
lie for rent. 1 Roll. Abr. 552.

A legacy may not be attached in the hands of an 

executor, but a foreign attachment may be made for 
the debt of an intestate, if a debt be due only upon 

simple contract; for the executors or administrators are 

chargeable for a debt due by the testator or intestate 

upon a simple contract as well as a specialty.
If a suit be commenced against an executor, any 

debt which was due to the testator at the time of his 

death may be attached by the executor, but not 

where the executor himself takes bond for a debt due 
to the testator; and if he sell the goods, the money 
for which they were sold, &c. cannot be attached; 
but a debt due may be attached by the administrator 
an administrator being within the custom, j Ventr.
111.

Debts
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Debts may be attached in the hands of an attorney 

in the King's Bench, and he shall not be privileged.
If a man be indebted to another by bill, note, or 

verbal agreement, in any sum payable at a time to 
come, an attachment may be made for the money 
immediately, and before the time agreed for payment 
thereof, and judgment shall be presently had; bat 
the execution shall not be awarded for this money 
until it become due, according to the time men¬ 
tioned in the agreement. Goods or money coming 
to the garnishers (viz. the third person) after the at¬ 

tachment, though it be six months after, shall be 
liable to the attachment, i Rol. Abr. 553. Part of a 
debt may be attached by the custom of London. 
Money due upon account, after promise to pay, and 
the day of payment past, may be attached.

If a man die intestate, an attachment may be made 
of money or goods, in the hands of a third person, 
before administrators, &c. being entered against the 
bishop of London ; but when there is a will proved, 
or letters of administration granted, the attachment 
falls, and must be again made by the executor or ad*- 
ministrator.

The plaintiff in the action may have judgment and 
execution against his principal debtor, if no execution 
be sued against him-; and such debtor may sue the 
third person for his debt, notwithstanding the judg¬ 
ment.

ATTORNEY, is a person legally authorized by ano¬ 

ther to pay or receive monies, sue or transact any 
other kind of business in the name of such person 
as shall appoint him his lawful attorney.

This power'or authority is transferred to another 
by virtue of a power of attorney, which must be drawn 
up in a legai form, adapted to the circumstances of the 
case. See Airfhorlty, Deed, and Power of Attorney.

ATTORNEY, power of. See Power of Attorney.
AUCTIONS. By 17 G. III. c. 50. every person ex¬ 

ercising the trade cf an auctioneer within the cities 
of London, Westminster, or bills-of mortality, shall 
pay annually for a license, to use and exercise the said 
trade or business, the sum of twenty shillings ; and 
without the said bills of mortality, the sum of five 
shillings for such licence. S. 1.

No person authorized by the lord mayor and alder¬ 
men of London, to act as broker within the said city,
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shall be liable to the payment of a greater yearly 
sum than five shillings for a licence to act as an auc¬ 
tioneer within the cities of London and Westminster.
S.2.

No person exercising the calling or occupation of 
an auctioneer, agent, factor, or seller by commission, 
at any sale of estates, goods or effects whatsoever, 
by any mode of sale or auction,' by themselves or 

others, for his, her, or their benefit, shall deal in, 
vend, or sell any such estates, goods or effects, by pub¬ 
lic sale or otherwise, by way of auction, without tak¬ 
ing out a licence, to be granted by the commissioners 
of excise in London, or by such persons as they 
shall appoint; or the commissioners of excise in 
Scotland.

Licences to be renewed ten days at least before the 
expiration of twelve calendar months, on penalty of 
iool. if within the bills of mortality, and 50I. if 
without the said bills. S. 4.

Threepence for every twenty shillings of the pur¬ 
chase money arising by sale at auction of any inte¬ 
rest in possession or reversion, in any freehold, copy¬ 
hold or leasehold lands, tenements, houses or heredi¬ 
taments, and of any annuities or sums of money 

charged thereon, and of any utensils in husbandry and 
farming stock, ships and vessels, and of every rever¬ 

sionary interest in the public fund, and the sum of 
sixpence for every twenty shillings out of the purchase- 
money, arising by sale at auction, of all furniture, fix¬ 
tures, plate, jewels, pictures, books, horses and car¬ 

riages, and all other goods and chattels whatsoever, 
the said duties to be paid by every such auctioneer, 
agent, factor, or seller by commission. S. 5.

Every auctioneer within the limits of the chief 
office of excise in London, to give security by 
bond to his majesty in the sum of 200I. with 
two or more sufficient securities, that he will 
within fourteen days after every auction, deliver 
a particular account in writing of the whole money 
bid, and the price of each lot, &c. and if it shall ap¬ 

pear to the commissioners of excise, &c. that the auc¬ 
tioneer hath acted agreeably to this act, the said bond 
shall be cancelled ; but if no such account as herein 
mentioned shall have been delivered, or if it shall ap¬ 

pear that such account was not truly made, or that 
the party hath acted contrary to the true intent and 

F 2 meaning
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meaning of the bond, such bond may be prosecuted 
according to law, and the licence shall thenceforth 
become void, and such defendant thenceforth be¬ 
come incapable of acting under any such licence. 
S. 6.

Every auctioneer or person acting as such without 
the bills of mortality, shall give bond as aforesaid for 
50I. that he will within six weeks after each sale deli¬ 
ver in a particular account of all sales, and at the 
same time make payment of all such sums of money 
as shall be due and payable for each sale, within such 
six weeks respectively. S. 7.

Auctioneers may make it a condition of sale, that 
the purchaser shall pay the rate granted by this 
act; but nothing in this act shall alter any con¬ 
tract between any buyer or sellers by auction. 
S. 8, 9.

The real owner of any estate, goods, or effects, put 

up to sale by way of auction, becoming the purcha¬ 
ser by means of his own bidding, or the bidding of 
any other person on his behalf, shall be allowed the 
duties, provided notice be given to the auctioneer be¬ 
fore such bidding, both by the owner and the per¬ 
son intended to be the bidder, of the latter being ap¬ 

pointed by the former, and having agreed accordingly 
to bid at the sale for the use and behoof of the seller, 
and provided such notice be verified by the oath of 
the auctioneer, as to the fairness and reality of the 
said transaction, to the best of his knowledge and be¬ 
lief ; and if any dispute shall arise, whether such pur¬ 
chase by the owner was not made by collusion, or in 
order to lessen the full sum appointed by this act to 
be paid, or concerning the fairness of such transac¬ 

tion, the proceed thereof shall lie upon the person 

acting as auctioneer; and on failure therein, or in 
case of any unfair practice, then no such allowance 
shall be made. S. 10.

Nothing in this act shall extend to any sale by way 
of auction of estates or chattels made by any rule or 
order, or decree of the Courts of Chancery or Exche¬ 
quer, or Courts of Session or Exchequer in Scotland, 
or any sales made by the East India or Hudson's Bay 
Company, or by order of the Commissioners of Cus¬ 
toms or Excise, or by order of the Board of Ordnance, 
or Commissioners of the Navy or Victualling, or any 

such sales of estates or chattels made by the sheriff in
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execution of judgments, or ofgoods distrained for rent 
or nonpayment of tithes, or goods and effects of 
bankrupts, sold by order of the assignees under a 
commission of bankruptcy, or goods imported into 
this kingdom from any British colony in America 
on the first sale of such goods, by or for the account 
of the original importer to whom the same were con¬ 
signed, and by whom they were entered at the Cus¬ 
tom House at the port of importation, so as such sale 
be made within twelve months after such goods shall 
be so imported, nor to any ships or their tackle, ap¬ 

parel, and furniture, or the cargoes thereof, which 
may be taken and condemned as prize, which shall be 
sold in this kingdom by or for the benefit of the cap¬ 
tors thereof; nor to any ships or goods that may be 
wrecked or stranded in this kingdom, and sold by 
auction for the benefit of the treasurers and proprie¬ 
tors thereof, or which may be sold, free of duty, to 

defray the charges of salvage, nor to sales made for 
the benefit of creditors, nor to the sale of any lease¬ 
hold or copyhold estate, or for lives or terms of years, 
or to the sale of any woods, coppices, produce of mines 
or quarries, or any contract relating thereto, or to the 
cutting or working the same, or to the sale of any mate¬ 
rials used in the working of such mines or quarries, 
or to the sale of any cattle, or live and dead stock, or 

unmanufactured produce of land, so as sush sales be 
made whilst they continue on the lands producing the 
same, and by the owner or owners thereof, or 

adventurers in such mines or quarries respectively, 
or by his or their steward or agent. S. 10, 11, 12,

The st. 19th G. III. c. 56, after reciting the act 
of 17th G. III. c. 50, repeals so much of it as re¬ 
lates to the powers, rules, regulations, and provisions, 
for granting licences to auctioneers, and collecting and 
managing the duties, and on the purchase-money of 
the estates, goods, and effects so sold; and also after re¬ 

cking that the sum of sixpence in the pound of the pur¬ 
chase money arising by sale at auction of all plate and 
jewels, out of the purchase-money, had been found to 

prevent, in a great measure, the sale of the said goods by 
auction, to the prejudice of the revenue intended to be 
raised by the said act, enafts, that the duty of six¬ 
pence in the pound shall be repealed, and a duty of 
threepence in the pound out of the purchase-money

arising
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arising by sale at auction of all plate and jewels, shall 
be raised in lieu thereof. S. q.

No person to sell estates, &c. as an auctioneer, j 
without having taken out a licence pursuant to the 
preceding act. S. 3.

Licences to be renewed annually, under penalty of ; 
iool. in London, and 50I. in the country.

The 5th section recites, that doubts had arisen, 
whether the duties imposed by the preceding act of 
threepence and sixpence in the pound are payable for 
any part of the purchase-money not amounting to 
the sum of 20s, enacts, that the said respective du¬ 
ties of threepence and sixpence in the pound shall be 
charged and are chargeable for every twenty shillings 
of the purchase-money, and in proportion for any 

greater or lesser sum of the purchase-money arising 
Of to arise by sales at auction.

By the 6th section of this act, the respective 
rates and duties of threepence and sixpence shall be 
chargeable upon every auctioneer or seller by com¬ 

mission, immediately after the knocking down of 
the hammer, or other closing of the bidding at every 
sale by way of auction, and that the rates and duties 
so charged shall be paid by every auctioneer or seller by 
commission, in manner and at times therein men¬ 

tioned.

Every auctioneer within the limits of the Excise Of¬ 
fice in London, when he takes out his licence, shall 
be bound in 200I. with sureties that he will, within 

twenty-eight days after such sale, deliver at the said of¬ 
fice a particular account in writing of the total amount 
of the money bid at such sale, and of the several lots 
•or parcels which shall have been there sold, and at the 
same time make payment of all sums which shall be 
due, and shall make oath to the truth of such ac¬ 

count ; and if the auctioneer shall not fulfil the con¬ 
ditions of the bond, the commissioners of excise may 

put it in suit. S. 7.

Every auctioneer in Great Britain, not within the 
limits of the Excise Office in London, shall give se¬ 

curity as aforesaid in 50I. that he will, within six 
weeks after each sale, deliver in a particular account 

thereof. S. 8.

Every such auctioneer or seller by commission, I 
selling by auction within the limits of the chief j 
office of excise in LonJon, shall, two days at least |
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before any sale by auction shall be commenced, deli¬ 
ver at the chief office of excise, to the person ap¬ 

pointed by the commissioners of excise, a notice in 
writing by such auctioneer, specifying the particular 
day when such sale by auction is to begin, and shall at 
the same time, or within twenty-four hours after, de¬ 
liver a written or printed catalogue, attested and 
signed by such auctioneer or his known clerk ; in 
which catalogue shall be particularly expressed and 
enumerated each and every article by such auctioneer 
intended to be sold at such auction ; and every auc¬ 
tioneer not complying with the provisions of this 
act, shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of 
20I. S. 9.

Auctioneers in England and Wales, not within the 
limits of the Excise Office in London, who shall not 
be prepared to deliver in their accounts of sales to 
the collector of excise, shall within six weeks after 
such sale deliver it at the Excise Office in London. 

S. 10.

If the sale by auction of any estate, &c. shall be 
rendered void, owing to a defective title, the auc¬ 

tioneer, &c. may complain to the commissioners of 
excise or justices of the peace, who shall hear and 
determine the same. S. 12.

Where owners of estates, Sec. bid themselves, or 

employ others to bid for them, an allowance of the 
duties is to be made accordingly, provided notice be 
given to the auctioneer that such persons are to bid 
for the owners, &c. S. 12.

The 14th, 15th, and 16th sections enumerate dif¬ 
ferent kinds of property, to which this act shall not 

extend, and which are the same as in the preceding 
act, viz. sales of copyhold property taken in execu¬ 

tion, bankruptcy, &c.
And for the better and more effectal preventing of 

frauds, which may be practised by auctioneers selling 
estates, goods, or chattels, under the sheriffs or their 
under sheriffs, or under the order and direction of 
the assignees, , under any commission of bankruptcy, 
all auctioneers, Sec. selling any effects, &c. seized by a 
sheriff in execution, shall enumerate in the catalogue 
by him to be delivered under directions of this act, as 
well the particular estate and effects to be sold, and 
also the exact sum to be levied under such execution ; 

and the sheriff or under sheriff respectively shall
sign
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sign every such catalogue, and certify at the foot 
thereof that the goods so specified and enumerated 
were really and truly the property of the person 

against whom such judgment was obtained, and ac¬ 

tually seized in execution of the said judgment; and 
every auctioneer employed by the assignees under 
a commission of bankruptcy to sell the effects of any 
bankrupt, shall likewise specify and enumerate in the 
catalogue the goods and effects then to be sold; and 
the assignees or assignee, if only one under the com¬ 
mission, shall subscribe and sign such catalogue, and 
certify at the foot thereof that all the estates, goods, 
chattels, and effects in such catalogue respectively 
specified, were really and truly the property of the 
said bankrupt at the time of suing forth the said 
commission ; which respective catalogue so signed 
and certified shall be produced by every such auc¬ 
tioneer to the person appointed to receive his ac¬ 

count, before he shall be permitted to have the ac¬ 
count passed or allowed, under penalty of 20I. 
against such sheriff, under sheriff, assignee or assig¬ 
nees neglecting to subscribe, sign, and certify as afore¬ 
said. S. 16.

Auctioneers employed to sell goods damaged by 
fire for the benefit of the insurer, shall enumerate the 
particulars in the catalogue, which shall be certified 
by the insurers under penalty of 20I. against any in¬ 
surers who shall suffer to be inserted in catalogue any 

goods other than such as were to be sold for their be¬ 
nefit. S. 17.

The 18th section relates to the recovery and appli¬ 
cation of the penalties, which are recoverable in the 
courts at Westminster, or Exchequer in Scotland, 
and declares that one moiety goes to the king, and 
the other to the informer.

By 26 G. III. c. 59, the commissioners of excise 
may empower auctioneers to sell foreign wine by auc¬ 
tion, upon proof of the duties being paid, without be¬ 
ing liable to the penalties imposed by this act. S. 10.

By 28 G. III. c. 37, complaints of sales by auction 
being rendered void to be made in a year, if they be 
rendered void within that period, or else in three 
months after discovery. S. 19.

No allowances of duty to be made to purchasers 
of their own effects at auctions, unless notice in writ¬ 

ing, signed by the owner, and the person intended to
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be the bidder of the latter, being appointed by the 
former, and having agreed accordingly to bid at the 
sale for the use and behoof of the seller, shall have been 
given to the auctioneer before such bidding, nor un¬ 
less such delivery of such notice shall be verified upon 
the oath of the auctioneer, as also the fairness of the 
transaction, to the best of his knowledge. S. 20.

By 29 G. III. c. 63, piece goods woven in this 
kingdom may be sold in the quantity taken from the 
loom, and in lots of the price of 20I. or upwards, 
without paying the auction duties. But by section 3 
of this act, every person acting as auctioneers, shall 
at every such public auction, over and besides the 
bond now directed by law to be given, on receiving 
his licence, give further security by bond to his ma¬ 
jesty in the sum of 5 000I. with two or more sureties, 
which security the commissioners of excise, or any 
two or more of them for the time being, in England 
and Scotland respectively, or such person as by the 
commissioners shall be appointed for that purpose, 
within 14 days after such sale at auction of any goods 
woven or fabricated in the loom, deliver at the next 

office of excise, within the aforesaid limits, a true, 

exact, and particular account in writing of the several 
lots and parcels of such goods which shall have been 
sold, the amount of the money bid at such sale, and 
the price of each lot or parcel; and further, that he 
will not at any time knowingly offer or put up for 
sale, or sell at auction, any piece goods or other 
goods woven or fabricated in the loom of this king¬ 
dom, which shall not be offered, or put up for sale, or 
sold entire in the piece or quantity in which the same 
were taken from the loom and in lots as aforesaid, on 

account of the manufacturer or first purchaser therof, 
without charging for every 20s. of the purchase money 
thereof the said duty, according to the directions of 
the said act of the 17th G. III. s. 3.

Parties acting contrary to the true intent and mean¬ 

ing of such bond, and of this act, the commissioners 
of excise may put the bond in 3uit.

By 30 G. III. c. 27, goods imported from Yucatan 
are free from the excise duty on sales by auction im¬ 

posed by the preceding acts; and by 32 G. III. c. 42, 
whale-oil, whale-bone, ambergris, and head-matter, 
and all skins of seals, or other living animals in the 

sea, elephants'teeth, palm-oil, dying woods, drugs,
and
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and other articles for dyers' use, mahogany, and other 
manufactured wood for the use of cabinet-makers and 

other manufacturers, imported in British ships from 
Africa, or any British settlement abroad, shall be free 
of the said duty on the first sale of such goods by auc¬ 
tion on account of the original importer to whom 
the same were consigned, so as such sale be made 
within 12 months after such goods shall be imported, 
and by some person duly licensed to exercise the trade 
and business of an auctioneer.

By 38 G. III. c. 51, s. 2, auctioneers neglecting 
to make payment of any duties arising from sales, 
shall forfeit for every such offence double the sum of 
the said duty; and if within 14 days after conviction 
and execution for the said penalty no sufficient goods 
can be found, the bond may be put in force against 
the auctioneer or sureties; and by 3d section of this 
act, auctioneers making over payments of duties, may 

complain to the commissioners of excise or justices 
where the sale was made, who may relieve them. 
S.3-

By 41 G. III. oil made from amphibious animals, 
.called sea-cows or sea-elephants, commonly known 
by the name of elephant oil, shall be free of auction 
duties on the first sale by or on account of the origi¬ 
nal importer, if such sale be made by a licenced auc¬ 
tioneer within 12 months after importation.

A bidder at an auction, under the usual conditions . 
that the highest bidder shall be the purchaser, may 
retract his bidding any time before the hammer is 
■down. Payne v. Cave, 3 T. R. 148.

If the owner of goods or an estate put up to sale 
at an auction, employ puffers to bid for him without 
declaring it, and there is only one real bidder, who 
by means of such puffers is induced to purchase at 

.an high price, such purchaser shall not be compelled 
to complete the contract. Howard v. Castle, 6 T. 
R. 042.

An auctioneer employed to sell the goods of a.third 
person by auction, may maintain an action against a 

buyer, for goods sold and delivered, though the sale 
was at the house of such third person, and the goods 
were known to be his property. Williams v. Milling- 
ion, 1 H. 13, 81.

In a contract made on a sale it is always supposed 
that the vender has a good title; if therefore there
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be any concealment of the circumstances affecting the 
title, and the vendee has paid the purchase money, 
he may wave the bargain and receive back the 
money. Borough v. Skinner, 5 Burr. 2639. But 
where the title is defective, the person who had be¬ 
come the purchaser can only recover back the deposit 
with interest, not any further damages for the sup¬ 

posed loss of the bargain. Flureau v. Thorhhill, 2 
Bl. R. 1078. But in such case as where the sale has 
not been completed in consequence of misrepresenta¬ 
tion of the title, the vender will be liable to all ex- 

pences incurred. Richards v. Barton, Esp. N. P. 268. 
Where a purchase is made at an auction, though it 
may consist of several lots, if from the nature of the 
contract it is entire, the seller must make a complete 
title to the whole of it; for otherwise the buyer may 
consider the bargain as void and receive back the 
deposit. Chaumb. v. Griffiths, Esp. Ca. N. P. p. II.

Where any articles are sold by auction, and in th* 
printed conditions of sale there is a statement and 
warranty of the title, the things shall be deemed to 
be sold under that title, and no verbal declarations of 
the auctioneer contrary to the printed catalogue and 
conditions of sale shall be admitted. Gunnis v. Er- 

hart, H. Bl. Rep. 289. And it is not material whe- ' 
ther the auctioneer have paid over the money to his 
principal or not, for the auctioneer is to be considered 
as a mere stakeholder, and ought not to part with 
his deposit until the sale is finished, and it shall ap¬ 

pear to whom it ultimately belonged. Borough r. 
Skinner, Esp. N. P. p. II.

Where the plaintiff sues for damages for the non¬ 

performance of a contract, the action should be 
brought against the principal, unless the auctioneer 
refuse to disclose the name of the principal, In 
which case the auctioneer will himself be personally 
liable.

Goods sold at public auction are not within the 
statute of frauds, and no earnest or note in writing 
is required between the parties. Simon v. Motives, 
3 Burr. 1921. Rucher v. Gammyer, Esp.^.V. 105.

A bidder at an auction under the usual conditions, 
that the highest bidder shall be the purchaser, may 
retract his bidding any time before the hammer is 
.down. Payne v. Cave, Esp. 29 G. III. 3 T. R. 148.

Where a deposit has been made, if the vendee 
•j does
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does not perform the ^bargain, he shall forfeit his 
deposit and give up all claim to the thing intended to 
be purchased. Saville v. Saville, 2 P. Wms. 745.

When a person sends an article to an auction which 
advertises to sell to the best bidder, with orders not 
to have it sold under such a price, an action will not 
lie against the auctioneer if he sells it at a price less 
than that so mentioned, as such dealings are a fraud 
upon buyers, who suppose that the lot is to be 
knocked down to the best real bidder; but it is other¬ 
wise had he ordered it not to be set up under such a 

price. Bexixiell v. Christie, Coivp. 395.
If the owner of goods or an estate sold by auction 

employ puffers to bid for him without declaring it, 
it is a fraud upon the real bidders, and the highest 
bidder cannot be compelled to compleat the purchase 
made under such circumstances. Howard v. Castle, 
6 T. R. 642.

An auctioneer who sells goods may maintain an 
action for them against the buyer in his own name, 

even where the goods were sold at the proprie¬ 
tor's own house ; for he has possession with a special 
property or interest, a lien for the charges of the 
sale, the commission and auction duty, which he 
is bound to pay. Williams v. Willinglon, H. Bl. Rep. 
81.

If an auctioneer will not give up the name of his 

principal, he is personally liable to an action on a 

warranty of representation concerning the thing sold. 
Per Lord Kenyan, Hanson v. Roberdeau, S. Guild. 
East. 1792' See Broker, Contract, Sale. 

AVERAGE, in commerce, signifies the accidents and 
misfortunes which happen to ships and their cargoes 
from the time of their loading and sailing, to their 
return and unloading. It is divided into three kinds ; 

1st, The simple or particular average, which consists 
in the extraordinary expences incurred for the ship 
alone, cr for the merchandise alone, such as the loss 
of anchors, masts and rigging, occasioned by the 
common accidents at sea, the damages which happen 
to merchants by storm, prize, shipwreck, wet, or 

putting, all which must be borne and paid by the 
things that suffered the damage. 2d, The large and 
small average, being those expences incurred and da¬ 

mages sustained for the common good and security 
both of the merchandise and vessel, consequently 

2
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to be borne by the ship and cargo, and to be regu¬ 
lated upon the whole. Of this number are the goods 
or money given for the ransom of the ship and cargo ; 
things thrown overboard for the safety of the ship ; 
the expences of unloading for entering into a river or 
harbour,, and the provisions and hire of the sailors 
where the ship is put under an embargo. 3d, The 
small averages are the expences of towing and pi¬ 
loting the ship out of or into harbours, creeks, or ri¬ 
vers, one-third of which must be charged to the ship, 
and two-thirds to the cargo.

Average is more particularly used for a certain con¬ 
tribution that merchants make proportionably to their 
losses, who have had their goods cast into the sea in 
the time of tempest. It also signifies a small duty which 
those merchants who send goods to another man's 
ship pay to the master for his care of them over and 
above the freight. Hence it is expressed in the bills 
of lading, paying so much freight for the said goods, 
with primage and average accustomed. See Marine 
Insurance.

AVOIRDUPOIS. See Weights and Measures.
AUGSBURG, a city of Germany, capital of the circle 

of Suabia, formerly a place of eminence, consequence, 
wealth and commerce; now, however, there are only 
to be found in it a few merchants, with very moderate 
capital, and some others who do the business of bro¬ 
kers. Some houses, however, carry on a little bank¬ 
ing trade, and this way through Tyrol, and Grau- 
bunter occasions some little exchange between this 
place and Germany.

AUSTRIA, one of the principal provinces of the em¬ 

pire of Germany. It is bounded on the North by 
Moravia, on the east by Hungary, on the south by 
Stiria, and on the west by Bavaria. It is divided in¬ 
to Upper and Lower. Upper Austria is situated on 
the south, and Lower Austria on the north side of the 

Danube. Vienna, the capital, is in the Upper Aus¬ 
tria, which contains several very considerable towns. 
The country is very fertile, has a great many mines, 
and produces vast quantities of sulphur.

Austria, though a plentiful country, is not from 
its situation calculated for commerce. There are 

however, in various parts of these extensive domini¬ 
ons, annual fairs, several ofwhich are much frequented 
by strangers, and considerable traffic is carried on.

AUTHORITY
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AUTHORITY is a delegated power by which one 

person authorises another to act generally or specially 
in his name, and by whose acts, where the authority 
is strictly pursued, the party delegating such power 
will be bound. An authority may be given either 
verbally or in writing, but the latter is the most usual i 
and regular.

If the person who undertakes for another have no | 
authority, he is guilty of fraud, and the party under¬ 
taking ought to be personally liable ; but where such 
authority is given, it is only acting for another ; like 
the case of a factor or broker acting for their principals, 
who were never held to be liable personally. But 
where one undertakes for another, under an autho¬ 

rity, he must, in order to protect himself from being 
personally bound by such undertaking, strictly pursue 
his authority.

Wherever there is a general authority coupled with 
an interest, that authority may be executed by attor¬ 
ney. But if the attorney execute it contrary to the 
effect of his authority, this is utterly void ; and if he 
execute his authority, and go beyond the limits of his 
warrant, it is void for that part only wherein he ex¬ 
ceeds his authority.

Where one is delegated to act for another, he 
must not use his own name only, but the name also of 
the person who gave the authority, 9 Rep. 76. So 
on the execution of a deed, the agent should sign the 
name of the principal coupled with his own.

A person is not bound to accept of a conveyance 
executed under a power of attorney. 1 Esp. 115.

Although It is a rule that every authority shall be 
countermandable, and determined by the death of him 
that gives it, yet when an interest is coupled with an 

authority, it cannot then be countermanded or deter¬ 
mined. Dyer, 190.

Where an. authority is given by law, it must be 
strictly pursued ; and if a person acting under such 
authority exceeds it, he will be liable to an action for 
the excess.

A power granted to several persons may be exe¬ 
cuted by the majority cf them. Wkhnell v. Gartham, 
<5 T. R. 388.

On the dissolution of a partnership between A, B, 
and C, a power given to A, to receive all debts owing 
to, and to pay all those owing by the late partnership,
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will not authorize him to indorse a bill of exchange in 
the name of the partnership, though drawn by him 
in that name, and accepted by a debtor to the partner¬ 

ship after the dissolution, bo that the indorsee cannot 
maintain an action on the bill against A, B, and C, 

-as partners. Kilgour and Finluyson, Galhrtach and Har¬ 
per, i H. B. 155. See /Igent, Bills of Exchange, Bro¬ 
ker, Factor, Power. 

AWARD. An award is the judgment pronounced by 
one or more arbitrators ; the act by which the parties 
bind themselves to refer any matter in dispute between 
them to some third person, is denominated a submis¬ 
sion ; the parties chosen to decide such matter in li¬ 
tigation are termed arbitrators ; if provision be made, 
as is customary, that in case the arbitrators cannot 

agree, some other person shall ultimately decide, sucli 
person is then called the umpire, and his decision is 
termed the umpirage.

i. Submission to the award how to %e made. The 
submission may be the act of the parties themselves, 
or it may be by their act with the interposition of a 

court; in either of these cases the submission may be 
either verbally or in writing. The latter mode, how¬ 
ever, is sanctioned by general practice. When the 
submission is in writing, it is generally made by 
bonds, reciprocally given by the parties, in a certain 
penalty or condition, to be void on performance of 
the award ; but such bonds may be given to a third 
person, or even to the arbitrator himself, and they 
may be also given by any other persons properly au¬ 
thorized on behalf of the parties, who will in such 
case incur the penalties of the bonds if the parties do 
not perform the award, or the submission may be by- 
indenture, with mutual covenants, to stand to the 
award.

Previous to the reign of Charles the Second awards 
were generally made on submissions by the acts of 
the parties only ; but mercantile transactions becoming 
frequently the subject of discussion in courts, the 
practice became general about the latter end of the 
reign of the above king, of referring matters to ar¬ 
bitration by consent of the parties under a rule of 
nisi prius ; the utility of which was so generally 
experienced, that this practice became a legislative 
provision, for by 9 and 10 W. III. c. 15, " all traders 
and merchants and others desiring to end by arbi- 

G tration
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tration any controversy, suit, or quarrel, for which 
there is no other remedy hut by personal action or 
suit in equity, may agree that their submission of their 
suit to the award or umpirage of any person or persons, 
should be made a rule of any of his majesty's courts of 
record, and to insert such their agreement in their 
submission, or the condition of the bond or promise 
whereby they oblige themselves respectively ; which 
agreement being so made and inserted, may, on pro¬ 

ducing an affidavit thereof, made by the witnesses 
thereunto, or any one of them, in the court of which 
the same is agreed to be made a rule, and on reading 
and riling the said affidavit in court, be entered of 
record in such court; and a rule shall be thereupon 
made by the said court, that the parties shall submit 
to and finally be concluded by the arbitration or um¬ 
pirage which shall be made concerning them, by the 
arbitrators or umpire pursuant to such submission; 
and in case of disobedience to such arbitration or um¬ 

pirage, the party neglecting or refusing shall be subject 
to all the penalties of contemning a rule of court."

Submission, its extent, t*fc. The extent of the sub¬ 
mission may vary according to" the pleasure of the 
parties, and it may be of one particular matter only, 
or of several, or, which is the most usual, of all matters 
in dispute.

A time should in all cases be mentioned within 

which the arbitrators or umpire are to pronounce the 
award ; but if no time be limited for this purpose in 
the submission, it is understood that the award shall 
be made within a convenient time; and if in such case 

the arbitrators refuse to make their award upon re¬ 

quest of the party, a subsequent revocation of the 
authority will be no breach of the submission.

Submission, how to be construed. The words of a 

submission must be so understood as to give a reason¬ 

able construction of their meaning, according to the 
intention of the parties, and where there is any re¬ 

pugnancy in the words of any part of the submis¬ 
sion, such repugnant words shall be rejected, and the 
former shall stand.

Submission, how to be revoked. Every species of au¬ 

thority being a delegated power, although by express 
words made irrevocable, is nevertheless in its nature 

revocable; if therefore one of the parties, before the 
making of the award, or before the expiration of the
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time of making it, revoke the authority of the arbi¬ 
trators, the latter in such case cannot proceed ; or if 
they do, the party revoking is not bound to perform 
their award, but may plead the revocation in bar to 
an action on the award itself; or he may himself re¬ 
cover against the other in an action for the original 
cause of dispute.

The nature ofthe revocation must follow the nature 
of the submission ; thus if the latter be merely verbal 
the former may also be verbal—the words " I dis¬ 
charge you from proceeding any further," addressed 
to the arbitrators, will be sufficient. But if the sub¬ 
mission be by deed, such revocation must also be by 
deed.

The foregoing principle applies only to an express 
revocation, and not such a one as must necessarily be 
implied by construction of law from another act of 
the party; thus if a woman, while single, submits to 
an arbitration, and marries before making the award, 
or before the expiration of the time for' making it, 
the marriage in this case will operate as an implied 
revocation.

Parties to a submission. Every person capable of 
making a disposition of his property, or a release of 
his right, may make a submission to an award; 
persons, therefore, who are under either a natu¬ 
ral or civil incapacity of contracting, are alone ex¬ 
cluded.

A married woman, therefore, cannot be party to a 
submission, but the husband may submit for himself 
and his wife, and a guardian may submit for an infant 
and bind himself, that he shall perform the award. 
Roberts v. Neivbold, 6 Will. III. Comb. 318.

If an executor or administrator submit a matter in 

dispute between himself and another, in right of his 
testator and intestate, this will be at his own peril, for 
if the arbitrator do not give him the same measure of 

justice as he is entitled to by law, he must account for 
the deficiency to the persons interested in the effects. 

Barry v. Rush, 1 Term Rep. 691.
So also the assignees of a bankrupt may submit to 

arbitration any dispute between their bankrupt and 
others, provided they pursue the directions of 5 
Geo. II. c. 30. s. 34.

Those only who are actually parties to the submis¬ 
sion shall be bound by the award, but a man is in

general
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general bound by an award to which he submits for 
another.

If a man authorize another on hh behalf to refer 
a dispute, the award is binding on the principal alone, 
unless the agent bind himself for the performance of 
the principal, i JVils. 28, 58.

When there are several claimants on one side, and 
they all agree to submit to arbitration, but some of 
them only enter into a bond to perform the award, such 
award shall bind the rest. Wood & al. v. Thompson & al. 
M. 24 Car. B. R.

Where there are two on one side, though the 
one will not be bound for the other, yet if the award 
be general, that they shall do one entire thing, both 
shall be bound for performance of the whole. Cro. 
Car. 434.

If husband and wife submit to arbitration any thing 
in right of the wife, the wife shall be bound by the 
award after the death of the husband.

An award creates a duty which survives to exe¬ 
cutors or administrators ; they shall, therefore, on the 
one hand, be compelled to the performance if made 
against their testator or intestate ; and on the other 
they may take advantage of it if made in his favour. 
I Lord Raym. 248.

What may or may not be referred to arbitration. As 
the intent of the parties in submitting to an award 
is to obtain an expeditious and amicable adjustment of 
something which was in its nature uncertain, no award 
can be had on a bond for payment of any sum certain,
nor for arrears of rent ascertained by a lease ; nor of 
covenant to pay a certain sum of money, nor damages 
recovered by a judgment, because the demand is in 

in all these cases ascertained or liquidated. But by some
lis of the cases, viz. Lumley v. Hutton, Rol. Abr. Tit.
for Arbitr. B. 8, and Coxal v. Sharp, 1 Keb. 937, it ap-
of pears that when certain or liquidated demands are
'or coupled with others which are uncertain, those which

are certain may be submitted; and this even in the 
case of a verdict and judgment.

In general, however, where the party recovering 
could in an action recover only uncertain damages, the 
subject of complaint mav be made a reference to ar¬ 
bitration ; as any demand not ascertained by the agree¬ 
ment or contract of the parties, although the claimant 
demand a sum certain, such as a claim of 5I. for the
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different expences in the service of either party. So 
also an action of account mav be taken, for till the ac- 

count be taken the sum remains uncertain.

All kinds of personal wrong which would obtain 
compensation by the verdict of a jury, may be sub¬ 
mitted to arbitration. But those cases where the 

injury to the individual is merged in a public crime, 
can never be the subject of arbitration.

In all cases where the demand arises upon a deed, 
the submission ought also to be by deed; and in deeds 
where no certain duty accrues by the deed alone, but 
the demand arises from some wrong or default subse¬ 
quent, as in the case of a bond to perform covenants, 
or covenant to repair an house ; in these instances, as 
the demand is for damages occasioned by a breach, 
an award will be operative.

Arbitrators and Umpire. Every person whom the law- 
presumes to be free and capable of judging, may be 
an arbitrator or umpire ; but an infant cannot be an 

arbitrator, nor a married woman.

If a person be nominated an arbitrator in his own 

cause, with the consent of the opposite party, his award 
shall nevertheless be valid.

Umpire, how to be nominated. The umpire may be 
nominated either by the parties themselves at the time 
of executing the submission, or at the discretion of 
the arbitrators. Where the power of nominating 
the umpire is left to the arbitrators, they should not 
leave this to chance, but exercise in such appoint¬ 
ment their best understanding and judgment.

Many difficulties have occurred, as appears from 
several of the cases relative to the appointment of the 
umpire, the time when his functions are to com¬ 

mence, and the time when his umpirage is to be made. 
In some instances the latter has been the same as that 

limited for the arbitrators to make their award •, it is 
now, however, usual, and certainly more correct, to 

prolong the time beyond that period ; but every agree¬ 
ment to enlarge the time for making an award, must 
contain a consent that it shall be made a rule of court; 

otherwise no attachment will be granted for not per¬ 

forming an award made under it. Jenhinson v. Law, 
M. 39 G. III.

In case of the prolongation of time, the au¬ 

thority of the arbitrators is determined, and that 
of the umpire immediately begins on the expiration
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of the time specified to be allowed to the arbitra¬ 
tors.

How far any conduct of the arbitrators can autho¬ 
rize the umpire to make his umpirage before the expi¬ 
ration of the time limited for their making their 
award, has been a question pregnant with difficulties, 
and contrariety of decision. The following appears 
to be the most clear and correct opinion relative to 
this point :

If within the time allowed to the arbitrators they 
make their award, this shall be considered as the real 
award : if they make no award, the umpirage shall 
then take place : in this case there shall be no clashing 
or confusion of authority with respect to time, and 
the umpire has ne concurrence of authority absolutely, 
but conditionally only, if the arbitrators make no 
award within the time assigned for the purpose. 
This principle will also equally apply to the case where 
the umpire is confined to the same time with the ar¬ 

bitrators, and that where the time is prolonged. Sir 
T. Raym. 205. I Salk. 71.

It is the fairest way for the arbitrators to nominate 
an umpire before they proceed to consider the subject 
referred to them ; and it is not unusual for the parties 
to make it a condition in the submission, that the um¬ 

pire shall be chosen by the arbitrators before they do 
any other act. They may also, when a further day 
is given to the umpire, and the choice left to them in 
general terms, choose him at any time after the expi¬ 
ration of their own time, provided it be before the 
time limitedforhim to make his umpirage. 2 Mod. 169.

If the arbitrators nominate an umpire who refuses 
to undertake the office, they may nominate another.

Proceedings by Arbitrators. As soon as the arbitra¬ 
tors or umpire are chosen, a time and place should 
be appointed for examining into the matter, and no¬ 

tice given of such appointment to the parties or their 
attornies ; if the submission be by rule of reference 
at nisi prius, the witnesses should be sworn at the 
bar of the court, or afterwards (if then omitted) before 
a judge.

The parties are bound to attend the arbitrators 
according to the appointment, either in person or by 
attorney, with their witnesses and documents. The 
arbitrators may also, if they think proper, examine the 

parties themselves, and call for any other information.
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If the time be limited for making the award, it can¬ 

not be made after that time, unless such time have 
been previously prolonged. The prolongation, where 
the submission is by the mere act of the parties, may 
be made by mutual consent, otherwise such prolonga¬ 
tion must be obtained by rule of court. But in an 
action upon an arbitration bond, where the time was 
limited for the arbitrator to make his award, and the 
declaration stated that such time was afterwards en¬ 

larged by mutual consent, it was held that no action 
could be maintained, as the bond to recover the pe¬ 

nalty for non-performance of the award was made 
after the limited time. To prevent procrastination by 
either of the parties, upon due notice given by the ar¬ 
bitrator, he may proceed without his attendance, or 
a rule of court may be obtained for the party to attend 
the arbitrator, who on failure may proceed to make 
his award.

The umpire may proceed upon the report of the 
arbitrators, incorporating his own opinion with that 
of the arbitrators, upon the points agreed, so as to 
constitute a final determination ; nor is the umpire 
compelled to examine the witnesses, unless particu¬ 
larly requested.

The concurrence of all the arbitrators is necessary 
in making the award, unless it be expressly provided 
in the submission, that a less number than all may act; 
and where there is such a proviso all must be present, 
unless those who do not attend were wilfully absent, 
and had proper and previous notice.

If the award be made before the day limited in the 
submission, the parties shall not be bound by any 

thing awarded to be done before that day, unless they 
have had notice, but they are bound at their peril to 
take notice of any thing ordered at that day.

To obviate the consequences of want of notice it 
has been customary to insert a proviso in the arbitra¬ 
tion bond, that the award shall be made and delivered 

to the parties "within a certain day ; the bond will in this 
case not be forfeited, unless the party not performing 
had notice.

An award ought to be delivered to all the parties 
who are interested on either side.

Any reservation of a point for the future de¬ 
cision of the arbitrator, or of a power to alter the 
award, is nugatory; the specific character of an

award
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award being a final, certain, rwid reciprocal termination 
of the differences referred. The reservation, how¬ 
ever, of any act merely ministerial, such as the calcu¬ 
lation of interest at a settled rate, &c. will not in¬ 
validate an award.

Neither the arbitrators nor the umpire can dele¬ 

gate any part of their authority; but it has been 
settled, that when the arbitrators have awarded the 
substance of any thing to be done, they may refer it 
to another to settle the mode in which such act may be 
enforced.

Power of the Arbitrator -with respect to costs. The 
jurisdiction of the arbitrator extends not only to the 
subject of the action, but also to the costs of the 
action, unless his power is in this respect curtailed by 
some particular restrictive provision in the submis¬ 
sion ; but instead of ascertaining the costs himself, 
the arbitrator may, if he think proper, order them 
to be referred to the proper officer of the court to be 
taxed, but to no other person. If, however, the 
action be pending in an inferior court, the costs must 
be taxed by the arbitrator himself.

Where it is agreed that costs shall abide the event, 
this is to be understood as the legal event. 3 T. R. 
And also as to awarding the costs of the arbitration, 
2 T. R. 645 •, and the arbitrators may award da¬ 
mages to either party, although there might have been 
in point of fact no cause of action between them. 2 
Vent. 243.

If the arbitrator awards mutual releases without 

taking notice of the costs, each party must pay his 
own. It has been held by the court of common pleas 
that the general term costs in a rule of reference did 
not include the costs in that particular reference.

Award, its Requisites. As the whole authority of 
the arbitrators is derived from the submission, the 
award should be in perfect unison with the terms of 
such submission—it must not, therefore, be extended 
to any matter which is not comprized within the 
terms of such submission ; thus if the submission be 

only of some particular matter in dispute, the award 
cannot embrace other controversial matter between 

the parties not specifically included under such sub¬ 
mission.

If the submission be " of all causes of actions, suits, 
debts, reckonings, accounts, sums of money, claims,
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and demands," an award to release all bonds, special¬ 
ties, judgments, executions, and extents, is within 
the submission.

Where the submission is " of all debts, trespasses, 
and injuries," an award " to release all actions, debts, 
duties, and demands does not exceed the submission, 
the word injuries comprehending the demands. 3 
Bulstr. 312.

This, however, is to be understood, not according 
to the strict letter of the submission for if the award 

be of any thing depending upon the principal, it shall 
be deemed good. Thus, if the submission be of all 
trespasses, and the award be " that one shall pay to 
the other iol. and that he shall give a bond for that 
sum," this has been adjudged to be good, because it 
renders the award more effectual.

If partners refer all matters and differences between 
them to arbitration, the arbitrators have authority, in 
this case, to dissolve the partnership. 1 Black. Rep.
475-

If in a submission by reference at nisi prius, the or¬ 
der and terms of the reference are, " of all matters 

in dispute in the cause between the parties," the ope¬ 
ration of such reference is restricted solely to the mat¬ 
ters in dispute between the parties in that particular 
suit. But if it be (which is recommended where such 
is the intention of the parties) of all matters in dispute 
between the parties in that suit, the power of the arbi¬ 
trators is not confined to the subject of that particular 
cause, but extends to every matter in dispute between 
them. 3 T. R. 626.

As no award of any matter which is not. com¬ 

prized within the terms of the submission can be 
enforced by any action at law, no person shall by such 
an award be precluded from claiming his right in 
equity.

The operation of the award ought not to be ex¬ 
tended to any person who is not a party to the sub¬ 
mission, yet if the persons comprehended in the 
award were in contemplation of the submission, al¬ 
though not directly parties to it, such award will ne¬ 
vertheless be valid. Rcl. Ab. B. 18.

If an award be to do any thing against law, it will 
be void ; so also if the award be to do any thing 
which is morally or physically out of the power of 
the party, such as delivering up a deed not in his

custody,
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Custody, or oVer which he has nc coritroul, Of where 
the party is to compel a stranger to do any act of 
which he can neither enforce the performance, either 
in law or equity, or to do any thing unreasonable, 
which may subject him in so doing to an action from 
another person. What shall or shall not be deemed 
reasonable is, however, a point of construction in 
which the cases are at considerable variance. Rol. 

Abr. B. 12. 2 Mod. 304.
Awards must further be certain and final. Upon 

the question of certainty and uncertainty of awards 
the cases are multifarious ; but their decision depends 
more upon the particular circumstances of each indi¬ 
vidual case, than upon any fixed principles of general 
government.. The rule therefore tends more to regu¬ 
late the conduct of arbitrators generally, than those 
numerous exceptions which spring from the respec¬ 
tive variations of each particular case.

As the ingenuity of the parties against whom the 
award is made, is frequently on the stretch in finding 
out objections, an award cannot be too precise and 
circumstantial, in laying down not only what is to be 
done by the parties, but the time, place, and manner of 
doing it. The time and place have indeed been 
deemed unnecessary, yet it is nevertheless more safe 
to specify them.

The construction of awards is how so liberal, that 
trifling objections are not suffered to prevail against 
the manifest intention of the parties; and if that to 
which the objection of uncertainty is made, can be 
ascertained either by the context of the award, or 

from the nature of, or circumstances attendant upon 
the thing awarded, or by any manifest reference to 

any thing connected with it, such objections shall not 

prevail.
Every award must not only be certain, but it must 

•be also final, so as to prevent any future litigation 
upon the terms of the submission. If the award be 
in writing, it must also be upon a suitable stamp; 
and the Court of King's Bench has recently decided, 
that if the award be under seal it must be on a deed 

stamp, the sealing, as they held, constituting it a deed. 
But if it should happen to be on an improper stamp, 
the court will not, on that account merely, set it aside, 
but leave the party, in whose favour it is made, at li¬ 
berty, by payment of the penalty, to procure the

2
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proper stamps to be affixed to it. Preston v. East' 
wood, 7 T. R. 95.

An award that a party shall discontinue his action, 
or enter a retraxit; that all suits shall cease; that a bill 
in equity shall be dismissed ; that a party shall not 
commence or prosecute a suit, are all final.

An award must, lastly, be mutual, that is, that the 
thing awarded to be done shall be a final discharge 
and satisfaction of all debts and claims by the party in 
whose favour the award is made, against the other for 
the matter submitted.

Construction of awards. The following are the rules 
which have been established for the construction of 

awards, viz. awards are to be construed as deeds, ac¬ 

cording to the intention of the arbitrators ; they shall 
not be construed strictly according to the letter, but 
liberally according to the intent and meaning of the 
parties, and according to the power or authority de¬ 
legated to the arbitrators. All actions mentioned in 
the award shall be construed to mean, all actions over 

which the arbitrators are by the terms of the submis¬ 
sion empowered to decide. If there be any contra¬ 
diction in the words of an award, so that one part 
cannot stand consistently with the other, the first part 
shall stand, and the latter be rejected ; but if the latter 
be only an explanation of the former, both parts in 
such case shall stand. 3 Bulst. 66, 7. And where 
any words in an award are ambiguous, they shall be 
so construed as to give effect to the award.

If an award be to give releases up to the time ofmaking 
the award, this shall be construed in such a manner as 

to support the award.
If one part of an award be void, the courts will, in 

many cases, enforce the performance of that, which, 
if it had stood singly by itself, would have been good, 
notwithstanding another part might have been bad. 
12 Mod. 534. But if such other part of the award 
Which is void, be so connected with the rest as to affect 
the justice of the case between the parties, the award 
will, in such case, be void for the whole. Crv. Jac.

If it appear from the tenor of the award, that the 
arbitrator has intended that this award shall be mu¬ 

tual, awarding in favour of one of the parties some¬ 

thing as an equivalent for what he has awarded in fa¬ 
vour of the other ; if then that which he has awarded

on
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on one side be void, so that performance of it cannot 
be enforced, such award will be void for the whole, 
because^that, mutuality, which the arbitrator intended, 
cannot be preserved. Rol. Abr. K. 15.

If one entire act awarded to be done on one side, 
comprehend several things, for some of which it i 
would be good, and for the others not, such award ! 
will be bad for the whole, because the act cannot be 
divided.

When it appears clearly that both parties have the 
full effect of what was intended them by the arbitra¬ 
tor, though something be awarded which is void, the 
award shall nevertheless stand for the rest. 12 Mod. 

588.
An award ought regularly to be made in writing, 

signed and sealed by the arbitrators, and the exe¬ 
cution properly attested ; it may nevertheless be made 
verbally, if it be so provided in the submission. 

Award, what to be deemedperformance of it. The per¬ 
formance of an award need not, in all cases, be pre¬ 
cise according to the very words of the award, it will 
be sufficient if it be substantially and effectively the 
same ; and if the party in whose favour the award is 
made, accept of a performance varying from that 
which was awarded, this will be, notwithstanding, 
sufficient. 3 Bulst. 67.

Where the presence or concurrence of both parties 
is not absolutely necessary to the performance, each 
party ought to perform his part, even without waiting 
to be required by the other.

Any number of years having elapsed since the 
making of the award, will constitute no objection to 

perform it by the parties if called upon ; nor can the 
statute of limitations be pleaded in bar to an award, if 
made under hand and seal.

If an award be, that one party shall enter into a se¬ 

curity for money, such as a note, bond, &c. giving such 
security shall be deemed a performance of the award; 
and on non-payment, the person to whom such secu¬ 

rity is given can only proceed against the other on 
that security, and not on the submission or arbitration 
bond. Str. 903, 1802.

Remedy to compelperformance. The remedy to com¬ 

pel performance of an award, must vary according to 
the various forms of the submission.

In all actions upon awards, it must be unequivocally
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shewn, that the parties submitted before the award it¬ 
self can be properly introduced. 2 Str. 923. The 
submission also must be so stated, as to correspond ex¬ 

actly with, and support the award. 2 Show. 61.
If the action be upon a mutual promise to pay a cer¬ 

tain sum on request, if the defendant should not stand 
to the award ; an actual request to pay such sum must 
in this case, be proved. When the submission to 
award is by bond, the plaintiff usually declares, as in 
ordinary cases, in an action upon such bond ; the de¬ 
fendant then prays oyer of the condition; which, 
being set forth upon record, he pleads that the arbi¬ 
trators or umpires made no award, to which the plain¬ 
tiff replies, alledging that they did, and assigning 
breach by the defendant ; and upon this the whole 
question arises, as upon an original declaration. The 
defendant then either rejoins, that " they made no 

such award," on which the plaintiff either takes issue, 
or demurs, and the defendant joins in demurrer.

The plaintiff is bound to shew, that the award was 
made according to the terms of the submission, and 
where, by the terms of the award, performance on the 
part of the plaintiff is a condition precedent to that on 
the part of the defendant; the plaintiff must here 
shew, that he has done every thing necessary to en¬ 

title him to call on the opposite party; but ten¬ 
der by the plaintiff, and refusal by the defendant 
will be sufficient, unless the thing to be done by the 
plaintiff can be done without the concurrence of the 
other.

In an action on the arbitration-bond, where seve¬ 

ral things are ordered to be done by the defendants, 
it is not necessary to assign breaches of every matter, 
because the breach of any one is a forfeiture of the 

penalty of the bond ; and when the plaintiff has once 
recovered, he can never maintain a second action to 

recover the penalty again upon the same breach. 
The above observations apply generally to awards 
made without the intervention of a court; in awards 
made in pursuance to an order of nisi prius, per¬ 
formance of it may be enforced in the following man¬ 
ner by attachment, viz. The award must be ten¬ 
dered to the party bound to perform it, upon whose 
refusal to accept, affidavit must be made of the due 
execution of such award, and of such tender and re¬ 

fusal ; and upon this an application is made to the
court,
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court, by motion, to make the order of nisi prius a 
rule of court; a copy of this rule must be then 
served personally on the party; and if he still persist 
in refusing to accept the award, another affidavit 
must be made of such service and refusal, on which 
the court will grant an attachment of course.

In the case of Lee v. Lingard, East. Term, K. B. 
41 G. III. it was decreed, that where a verdict was . 
taken pro forma at the trial for a certain sum, subject 
to the award of an arbitrator, such sum as he shall 
afterwards in such case award, is to be taken as if it 
had been originally found by the jury, and the plain¬ 
tiff may immediately, without application to the court, 
enter up his judgment. Where the award is accepted, 
but the money not paid after it is demanded, an affi¬ 
davit must be made of such refusal, and the due execu¬ 

tion of the award. 2 Black. Rep. 990, 1.
In case of any dispute relative to the perform¬ 

ance ofan award, it is discretionary in the court either 
to grant or refuse an attachment.

When an award is not for proper payment of mo¬ 

ney, but an enforcement of any collateral act, it may 
sometimes be enforced by a bill in equity, upon which 
the court will decree a specific performance, but a 
court of equity will not compel a defendant to dis¬ 
cover a breach, by which he may subject himself to 
the penalty of a submission-bond.

Relief to be obtained in case ofan improper Award. An 
award, made contrary to the rules of law, may be set 
aside, but if made in pursuance of the statute, applica¬ 
tion must be made for that purpose before the last day 
of the next term after such award is published, for any 

application to set aside an award either for insufficiency 
of materials, or for defects appearing upon the very face 
of the award itself; and it will be rejected if made af¬ 
ter the time limited by the statute. Zacbary v. Shepherd, 
and the more recent case of Lowndes v. Lowndes, 
Hil. 41 G. III. When the submission is by mere act 
of the parties, the defendant will not be permitted to 

impeach the conduct of the arbitrators at law, so as to 
make it a defence to an action on the award or submis¬ 

sion-bond. The only relief in such case is in equity ; 

but no court of equity will interfere to set aside an 

award, where the submission is either voluntary, or 
under an order of nisi prius, except for corruption 
or improper conduct in the arbitrators: or where the
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award appears on the face of it to be contrary to the 
rules of equity, or to the prejudice of an infant, &c.

In bills to have an award set aside for corruption, 
it is usual to make the arbitrators defendants, toge¬ 

ther with the party in whose favour the award is 
made. The arbitrators may plead the award in b'ar, but 
they must shew themselves to have acted impartially, 
otherwise the court will make them pay costs. Where 
a question arises as to the extent of the matters actu¬ 
ally submitted to the decision of the arbitrator, the 
latter may be admitted as a witness, to prove that 
such and such matters were laid before him ; but al¬ 

though he cannot in equity be compelled to dis¬ 
cover the grounds of his award, yet he has, in 
matters submitted, a greater discretionary latitude 
than judges either in law or equity.

If the submission be by order of nisi prius, or in 
pursuance of 9 and 10 W. III. a court of equity will 
not entertain a bill to relieve against an award for 
corruption or partiality, unless the court of law refuse 
to relieve upon application, or the time for complain¬ 
ing at law, under the statute, be elapsed.

By the statute before cited, any arbitration or um¬ 

pirage, procured by corruption or undue means, shall 
be void, and be accordingly set aside by any court of 
law or equity, so as complaint be made to the court, 
where the rule for submission is made, before the last 
day of the next term after such arbitration made and 
published to the parties.

By the above statute, however, the court has no 

authority to make a parole submission to an award 
or rule of court. Anscll v. Evans, M. 37 G. III. 
7 T.R.i.

But a court of equity may relieve on manifest 
grounds, after the time required by the act for com¬ 

plaint at law, though no such complaint be made at 
all in the courts of common law. Barnes, K. B. 75, 
152.

With respect to an award pursuant to an order of 
reference at nisi prius, and one made under the sta¬ 

tute of W. III. before cited, there is this distinction. 
In the former, no time is limited for making an ap¬ 
plication to set aside an award for any cause (2 Burr. 
701.) but in the latter, no application can be made to 
have the award set aside till the submission be actually 
made a rule of court, which may be done either after 

1 or
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or before the award is made. 2 Str. 1178; 3. P. 
Wins. 362.

The most frequent subject of complaint against an 

award, arises from some imputed misconduct of the 
arbitrators, such as if one of them unjustly exclude 
the rest from the award, or hold private meetings 
with one of the parties (2 Vei n. 515.) or appoint an 

umpire by lot (lb. 485.) or manifest any other undue 
partiality.

But if it appear that the arbitrators proceeded upon 
a plain mistake, either with respect to law or fact, 
such would be an error upon the very face of the 
award, and consequently sufficient to set it aside (2 
Fern.) so also where any circumstance is sup¬ 
pressed or concealed from either of the arbitrators, and 
the arbitrator declares, that had he known of such 
circumstance, he should have made a different award; 
but this must be understood, if the application be 
made within the limited time.

If tbe submission be under the statute, or by refer- j 
ence at nisi prius, occasions sometimes occur in 
which the court, either upon suggestions that the ar¬ 
bitrator was not furnished with sufficient materials for 

making his award, or perhaps to correct some trifling 
mistake, will send back the award to be reconsidered; 
such application must nevertheles, in the former case, 
be made within the time prescribed by statute.

How for an award may be pleaded in bar. An award 
to be pleaded in bar must have all the qualities essen¬ 
tial to a valid award, and it must be such; if pleaded 
without performance, the plaintiff may have a remedy 
to compel the performance of it: but if performance 
be alleged, as it may be, even a void award may fre¬ 
quently be a good bar. Any award, however, which is
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in itself uncertain, and cannot be ascertained by l 

ment, cannot be pleaded in bar.
To make an award a good plea, it must appear 

that both parties were equally bound by it. As it is 
now held that an action will lie on the mere submis¬ 
sion to an award, it is in no case necessary for the de¬ 
fendant in pleading an award in bar to the action, to 
alledge performance of the thing awarded, unless in 
those cases where the award is void, and conse¬ 

quently the plaintiff incompetent to enforce it.
The mode of settling disputes by arbitration is at 

once the most equitable, the least troublesome and ex¬ 

pensive, could arbitrators, who, in executing their 
functions, have a greater latitude than judges either 
at law or equity, be induced to act as impartial judges, 
and to divest themselves of those prejudices, which 
are perhaps, generally speaking, but too incident to hu¬ 
man nature. In adjusting long and intricate accounts; 
in disputes of so insignificant a description, that it is 
of little consequence in whose favour the decision is 
given, provided some decision be but given ; in ques¬ 
tions where the evidence is so uncertain that some de¬ 

cision should be given, whether such decision be 
right or wrong, so as to preclude litigation, the sub¬ 
jection of a reference to arbitration is perhaps the 
best tribunal to which parties disputing upon reci¬ 
procal claims can possibly appeal.

An award cannot be set aside, because the arbi¬ 
trator made use of the judgment of another person. 

Emery v. Ware, Mich. 1801.
By the 39th and 40th G. III. c. 106, for preventing 

unlawful combinations of *workmen, magistrates are 

empowered to act as arbitrators in adjusting disputes 
relative to wages, &c. See Administrator, Bankruptcy, 
and Partnership.
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