
Explore More · Feeding the World in 2050

We've organized some further materials by topic, so you can easily follow up on particular issues

or events of interest from this unit.

GENERAL RESOURCES

Professor Powers’ FEW Resources website provides a terrific and wide-ranging curated set of

 resources ranging across industrial agriculture, the global land grab, water and

agriculture, and GMOs. 

The Global Food Ethics Project, from The Johns Hopkins University’s Berman Institute of

Bioethics, offers a wealth of resources on the moral imperative of food security—and current

challenges to it.

The UK non-profit charity The Food Ethics Council publishes the Food Ethics Magazine,

which provides basic information on a range of issues related to their work to promote

knowledge and action aimed at food practices that are “fair and healthy for people and the

environment.”

The Philosophy of Food Project from the University of North Texas pulls together resources from

the ancients, moderns, and more contemporaryphilosophers to provide a wealth of links,

reviews of books, and other resources.

GMOS

For an accessible and provocative article on GMO food labeling, see this recent article in The

Atlantic.

The European Union’s (EU) information and safety resource on genetically-modified food and

feed in the EU provides access to rules for labeling and traceability from production to

distribution. The EU has strictly regulated GMOs.

This article provides a general overview of benefits and risks associated with GM foods. The

authors ultimately argue that consumers ought tovote with their buying power whether GM or

traditional foods are acceptable.

Read the UK Nuffield Council’s report on a range of issues related to the use of GM crops in

http://www.fewresources.org/food.html
http://www.bioethicsinstitute.org/globalfoodethics
http://www.foodethicscouncil.org/theissues
http://www.food.unt.edu/philfood/
http://www.theatlantic.com/features/archive/2014/05/want-to-know-if-your-food-is-genetically-modified/370812/
http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biotechnology/index_en.htm
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24069841?dopt=Abstract
http://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/gm-crops-developing-countries


developing countries (second report) and the continued debate about these crops around the

world.  Nuffield suggests that regulation must be developed based on real facts and on case-by-

case basis.  

LAND GRAB & RESOURCE CURSE

For more on the international land grab, see this accessibly written piece from the BBC.

Read more about the "Resource Curse" that plagues certain areas of the world.

Check out Dani Rodrik's book The Globalization Paradox (W.W. Norton & Company, Inc.,

2011), mentioned in this week's lectures, and learn more about the paradox in this accessibly

written article discussing the book's central claims.

FEEDING THE WORLD

Explore this debate on how best to feed the world:

This National Geographic/Rockefeller Foundation-sponsored set of articles focuses on the fact

that our growing global population’s need for food is going to be one of the

biggest environmental challenges for the planet.  Scientist Jonathan Foley and his team

propose an internationally focused “Five Step Plan to Feed the World” that they believe

can double the availability of food while, at the same time, reducing the environmental harm

caused by agriculture. Worth a look for the photographs alone!

You can listen to a summary of Foley’s plan, where the criticisim is raised that Foley’s plan

doesn’t address the economic realities that may limit our ability to follow his plan.

In “Feeding Nine Billion: Five Steps to the Wrong Solution,”  food system researcher and

agroecologist Eric Holt Gimenez, Ph.D. argues that the Foley plan is based on a number of false

assumptions that undergird conventional thinking about how to solve the food crises.

http://www.nuffieldbioethics.org/gm-crops-developing-countries
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-17099348
http://www.nber.org/papers/w15836
http://books.google.com/books/about/The_Globalization_Paradox_Democracy_and.html?id=c3NtIKNmzMUC
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/03/11/AR2011031106730.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/foodfeatures/feeding-9-billion/#topskip
http://www.npr.org/player/v2/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=141278457&m=141291980
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/eric-holt-gimenez/feeding-nine-billion-five_b_5208388.html

