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We've organized some further materials by topic, so you can easily follow up on particular issues

or events of interest from this unit.

GLOBAL BIOETHICS

The Handbook of Global Bioethics (Springer, 2014), is a comprehensive reference work with

country reports from 38 nations, as well as essays on bioethical issues from different cultural

 and religious perspectives. 

South African bioethicist Sol Benatar wrote this blog post to describe how he thinks bioethicists

can help reduce global health inequities.

In this academic article, authors Arras and Fenton offer a philosophical analysis of whether a

“human rights” framework can ground decisions about health issues of global significance, such

as what it means to have a human right to health care. (This Hastings Center Report article is

made available to MOOC participants by the generous collaboration of the Hastings Center and

its publisher, Wiley.)

INTERNATIONAL HEALTH RESEARCH IN DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES 

Read the Declaration of Helsinki’s provision about “standard of care” discussed by Profs.

Maggie Little and Rebecca Kukla.

This UNESCO report discusses the challenges of providing health care to disadvantaged and

vulnerable populations (Report of the IBC on the Principle of Respect for Human Vulnerability

and Personal Integrity). The report offers guidance to health professionals and

researchers working in a variety of resource-poor settings.

Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) identifies the health care worker crisis as a major limiting

concern in its global efforts to provide anti-retroviral drugs to combat spread of HIV and AIDS.

The World Health Organization’s fact sheet on international health worker migration underscores

the reality of the human resource drain created when richer countries recruit physicians and

https://www.worldcat.org/title/handbook-of-global-bioethics/oclc/857973337&referer=brief_results
http://www.thehastingscenter.org/Bioethicsforum/Post.aspx?id=6848&blogid=140
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1353/hcr.0.0185/abstract
http://www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/bioethics/international-bioethics-committee/work-programme-for-2010-2011/respect-for-human-vulnerability-and-personal-integrity/
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/help-wanted-confronting-health-care-worker-crisis
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs301/en/


nurses from developing countries.

In this videocast from the NIH’s Department of Bioethics, philosopher Alan Werthheimer

provides a great discussion of the concept of exploitationand reviews three cases—including

that vertical transmission short-course study Professor Kukla mentions.

The World Health Organization’s Casebook on Ethical Issues in International Health Research is

a terrific resource, with numerous case studies that are based on actual research ethics

cases. Check out in particular case 6, about negotiating safe sex practices, and case 12,

about the vertical transmission study—both examples raised by Professor Kukla.

Read this well-developed case resource for the 076 AZT protocol from Harvard—includes

explanation and background quotations, documents, and references.

Unless researchers actively seek a robust understanding of the social structures and

conditions in each developing world setting where they want to do research, philosopher John

London argues they’ll never design or carry out truly ethical research. (This Hastings Center

Report article is made available to MOOC participants by the generous collaboration of the

Hastings Center and its publisher, Wiley.)

MEDICAL TOURISM

More signs that medical tourism isn’t going anywhere: now there areawards for the top

destinations.

Harvard law professor I. Glenn Cohen helpfully distinguishes different types of medical

tourism and outlines some of the ethical concerns each can raise. (This Hastings Center

Report article is made available to MOOC participants by the generous collaboration of the

Hastings Center and its publisher, Wiley.)

ORGAN TRANSPLANTS & TRAFFICKING

Drawn up by transplant professionals, the Declaration of Istanbul was the first international

document to condemn transplant tourism and organ trafficking.

This short clip from the Coalition for Organ-Failure Solutions (COFS), a non-profit seeking to

highlight the experiences of the victims of organ trafficking, offers a brief glimpse into the

desperate circumstances that often lie behind the choice to sell an organ.

Researchers interviewed Dutch physicians who had patients who traveled abroad to many

different countries to seek organ transplants. The researchers explored the national and

https://videocast.nih.gov/Summary.asp?File=16959&bhcp=1
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2009/9789241547727_eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/case/azt/ethics/case_2-1.html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1353/hcr.2005.0009/abstract
http://www.cnn.com/2014/04/22/travel/medical-tourism-awards/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1353/hcr.0.0238/abstract
http://www.declarationofistanbul.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tv1wuOipng
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2012/391936


international legal prohibitions or regulations of the practice and legal implications for physicians

and for individual patients.

In this ethnographic study, Pakistani men and women kidney donors speak about the physical,

social, and psychological impact of their donation on their lives, families and communities.

They become more than “faceless individuals merely exercising their right to sell an

organ.” (This Hastings Center Report article is made available to MOOC participants by the

generous collaboration of the Hastings Center and its publisher, Wiley.)

SURROGACY IN INDIA

The trailer for this documentary provides a window into an American couple’s experience as they

work with a reproductive broker to hire an Indian surrogate to bear their child.

India has been working on further regulations and changes to theirsurrogacy industry, after

the Law Commission of India issued a report in 2009 citing problems in the then-largely

unregulated industry. Read more about the aftermath of the report here, here, and here.

Explore the famous case of Baby Manji, which prompted a diplomatic as well as ethical crisis—

and prompted more efforts at regulation of surrogacy in India, in this article by Kari

Points: Commercial surrogacy and fertility tourism in India: The case of Baby Manji (via The

Kenan Institute for Ethics at Duke University, 2009).

Read this 2011 overview on India’s surrogacy industry by Nadimpally Sarojini, Vrinda Marwah,

and Anjali Shenoi.

This commercial site for medical tourism in India provides a fascinatingglimpse into the

industry.

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1353/hcr.0.0136/abstract
http://www.madeinindiamovie.com/
http://lawcommissionofindia.nic.in/reports/report228.pdf
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/ministries-consulted-on-assisted-reproductive-technology-bill/article5380425.ece
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/09/30/us-india-surrogates-idUSBRE98T07F20130930
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/ending-discrimination-in-surrogacy-laws/article5970609.ece
http://kenan.ethics.duke.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Case-Study-Surrogacy.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3169454/
http://www.indianmedguru.com/

