
Do More

1.  What informs your personal opinion about abortion? What values,beliefs, or experiences do

you draw upon as the foundation for your opinion? Make a list of them.

 Ask a discussion partner or friend this same question about their personal opinion about

abortion:  what values, beliefs, or experiences do they draw upon as a foundation for their opinion?

Write down what they cite.

Now compare the two lists. Where is there overlap? Where is there disagreement? Why do you

think you share, or hold different, opinions?

2.  What do you wish you knew more about or understood better regarding the question of

abortion?  

3.  Write down a description, as best you can, of the single most important conviction you have

about morality and abortion.  Write down a description, as best you can, of what you believe those

who disagree with you misunderstand or are mistaken about concerning morality and abortion.

 Write down a description, as best you can, of the single most important concern you have about

your position.   

4.  Has your opinion on abortion changed over time? Why or why not? If your opinion has

changed, was there an experience in your life or a learning opportunity or a relationship that you

can point to as the reason for the change in your thinking?

5.  Both sides in the abortion debate have argued that the other side commits a failure of

imagination. Those who defend the moral permissibility of abortion often argue that detractors fail

to appreciate what continuing a pregnancy can mean in a girl's or woman’s life—until they face the

situation for themselves. Those who defend the moral impermissibility of abortion often argue that

detractors fail to appreciate the value of the growing embryo because it is hidden, and does not

trigger the sentimental emotions that babies do.

What, in your view, is the role of imagination and experience, rather thanrational

argumentation, in trying to reach moral wisdom about abortion?



6.  Find someone with whom you have a different opinion regarding abortion. Ask that person to

explain her or his position to you and listen, just really listen.

When they have finished explaining their opinion and their reasons for their opinion, you may ask

them no more than three questions for clarification.

Take time in a quiet room by yourself to reflect on the views expressed using the various concepts

and distinctions from this unit.

Try to determine the following:

which view of the moral status of the embryo or fetus do they hold (does the embryo or fetus

have full, partial, or no moral status?);

the theory on which they base their belief about that moral status(Natural Law, Future Like

Ours, Sentience, or Gradualism); and

whether this person or group believes that the mother has some level ofdominion rights.

HOW DID IT GO?

Let us know! Share reflections, pictures or audio of your discussion by

tweeting @BioethicsMOOC, or sharing on our Facebook page.

We can't wait to hear from you.

https://twitter.com/BioethicsMOOC
https://www.facebook.com/KennedyInstituteofEthics/

