
Reflection questions

1. Do you think there is any difference between selling the use of one’s body for

reproductive purposes versus using one’s body for other kinds of labor on the

market? If so, what moral differences are there?

2. What moral differences might exist between choosing a donor on the basis of

characteristics like intelligence, attractiveness, and athleticism and choosing

a spouse or reproductive partner on the basis of those same characteristics?

3. This sequence has focused on assisted reproduction. But many have argued that it

would be better to adopt a child than to pursue assisted reproduction. Indeed, many

have argued that it would be better to adopt than to reproduce, even if one could.

There are millions of needy children, and a study shows that having

children dramatically increases your carbon footprint. Discuss adoption as a basis for

building families.

HOW DID IT GO?

Let us know! Share reflections, pictures or audio of your discussion by

tweeting @BioethicsMOOC, or sharing on our Facebook page.

We can't wait to hear from you.

 

Try this at home    

Try this at home

SAVIOR SIBLINGS

 EDIT

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fgreen.blogs.nytimes.com%2F2009%2F08%2F07%2Fhaving-children-brings-high-carbon-impact%2F%3F_php%3Dtrue%26_type%3Dblogs%26_r%3D0&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE7FvBLvL3m3m8RPl8f27txtDPJEQ
https://twitter.com/BioethicsMOOC
https://www.facebook.com/KennedyInstituteofEthics/
https://studio.edx.org/container/i4x://GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/vertical/5860b4a5503d4d77afc0a07dc7979535#
https://studio.edx.org/container/i4x://GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/vertical/5860b4a5503d4d77afc0a07dc7979535#
https://studio.edx.org/container/i4x://GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/vertical/5860b4a5503d4d77afc0a07dc7979535#


Medical history was made when Lisa and Jack Nash agreed that doctors should

use preimplantation genetic diagnosis to select a healthy embryo, a DNA match to

their older child, who was suffering from fatal disease called Fanconi’s Anaemia. Baby

Adam’s stem cells were transplanted into his older sister Molly who survived and was

cured.

Read Jodi Piccoult’s book My Sister’s Keeper, or watch the movie based on the book

(view trailer here) and discuss. What do you think are the ethical issues surrounding the

choice to create a savior sibling? How do you feel about this choice?

CHOOSE A GAMETE DONOR

Find a sperm or egg bank on the internet (note that some such services may require you

to create an account to be able to browse or search their catalog of sperm or egg

donors). Browse the catalog, noting the types of physical and personality characteristics

that are listed. Enter your choices of characteristics into the database, and make a

selection of one or two candidates.

Why did you select these characteristics to search for? Why did you make the choices

you did? How did you feel, by the end, about the process?

Do even more: Take a look at some personal ads in the newspaper or on a dating

service. Compare your experience selecting a sperm or egg donor with the information

provided in these types of ads for the whole person rather than just their gametes. How

did the two experiences compare?

HOW DID IT GO?

Let us know! Share reflections, pictures or audio of your discussion by

tweeting @BioethicsMOOC, or sharing on our Facebook page.

We can't wait to hear from you.
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