
Reflection questions

1. Reflect on a time when you had little, or only insecure, access to something that

mattered deeply to your welfare. It might be food, health care, physical security, or

something more personal. What did it feel like to have limited access? Did it make

you stronger in some ways, more vulnerable in others? Based on your experience, what

might have happened if that access remained precarious? What might others who have

never been in that situation overlook or be surprised to learn? 

2. Do you know anyone who has received an organ transplant or has donated an

organ? Did that donor donate while living or after death? Did the transplant recipient

receive their organ from a living or deceased donor? What do you know about their

experience before and after the transplant? If it is possible, talk with that organ donor or

organ recipient to learn more about the experience.

3. “When I go to see any of my doctors, I expect the doctor to be thinking solely

about what is best for me in whatever tests are ordered or pills prescribed.” Do you

agree or disagree with this statement? Explain your thinking.

4. Which of the following statements best reflects your thinking?

I believe that I have the right to keep whatever I earn by my own work or acquire

lawfully or inherit.

I believe that I ought to share some of what I have to help others who are less well-off.

I believe that I should share what I have in a way that does the most good.

I believe that I ought to share everything that I have over and above the minimum

amount of income and possessions that I need to pay my expenses, care for my

family/loved ones, and purchase basic necessities.

If none of the statements above reflects your thinking, write another statement that

does reflect your beliefs.

Think about why you chose as you did. If you are working in a group, share your reasoning

with your group members and listen to what their choices were, and why they chose as

they did.



5.  People use different bases on which to distribute scarce resources. Some

examples include:

merit

effort 

need 

equal shares 

equal opportunity 

age or “fair innings” (judging who has already enjoyed the good more than others)

Different criteria might be appropriate in different contexts. Sometimes the basis used to

distribute goods depends on one’s values or philosophical beliefs; sometimes it depends

on the type of service being distributed.

Think about a time that you had to decide how to share a scarce resource. What factors

did you consider when making your decision? How did the people receiving the scarce

resource feel about your choice?   

 

HOW DID IT GO?

Let us know! Share reflections, pictures or audio of your discussion by

tweeting @BioethicsMOOC, or sharing on our Facebook page.

We can't wait to hear from you.

 

Try this at home     EDIT

https://twitter.com/BioethicsMOOC
https://www.facebook.com/KennedyInstituteofEthics/
https://studio.edx.org/container/i4x://GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/vertical/e1f186fe69944648adbeeca1d7f26330#
https://studio.edx.org/container/i4x://GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/vertical/e1f186fe69944648adbeeca1d7f26330#
https://studio.edx.org/container/i4x://GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/vertical/e1f186fe69944648adbeeca1d7f26330#


Try this at home

WAITING FOR ORGANS

In the United States, the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) operates the Organ

Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN) to match and share organs throughout

the nation according to both scientific and ethical considerations.  

US state-by-state data about persons waiting for transplants and donors is accessible

via this map.  

1. Click on a state. 

2. Select “Waiting List” (from the category drop-down menu).

3. Choose “Overall by Organ” (from the report category).

4. Look at the numbers of people waiting for various transplantable organs.  Are you

surprised by the numbers?

5. Which organs can be transplanted from living donors?  Which organs must come only

from deceased donors?

POST TO THE COURSE WIKI

If you live in a country outside the United States, how does your country handle the need

for organ transplants?  Is there a national or regional registry? Post a note on the Course

Wiki to describe organ transplants in your country and the system by which organs are

donated and allocated for transplantation?  What body or bodies set policy for donation

and transplantation?

PUBLIC FUNDS HEALTH CARE ALLOCATION

We’ve designed an activity to test your own intuitions about how limited financial

resources should be allocated to provide different types of health care services. This

activity is based on a variety of real priority-setting discussions. 

http://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/
http://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/latestData/stateData.asp?type=state


Where would you spend your dollars?

Imagine that you have a limited financial budget. Perhaps you are the health care

administrator for a hospital, or a citizen serving on the state or national board that must

recommend what health care services should be prioritized. This exercise asks you to

rank various types of health care services from the most important to fund to the least

important to fund.

Two options

Option One can be done by an individual or a group, and requires approximately 20

minutes for an individual or 45 minutes for a group.

Option Two adds a layer of complexity by asking you to consider whether you might set

the same or different funding priorities based on the age of the patient population. This

option requires approximately 60-75 minutes and is best done by groups, although

individuals may also work through the activity on their own. 

Get started!

Click to download the materials for Option One:

Instruction Sheet

Allocation Priority Table

Click to download the materials for Option Two:

Instruction Sheet

Master List

Age-Based Priority Grid

We hope you finish the exercise with a sense of how difficult it is to set priorities for health

care services—and a refinement of some of your own views on the matter!

HOW DID IT GO?

Let us know! Share reflections, pictures or audio of your discussion by

https://studio.edx.org/c4x/GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/asset/Allocation_Exercise_-_individual_-_simplified_group.pdf
https://studio.edx.org/c4x/GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/asset/Health_Care_Resource_Allocation_-_Priority_Table.pdf
https://studio.edx.org/c4x/GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/asset/Allocation_Exercise_-_full_group.pdf
https://studio.edx.org/c4x/GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/asset/Health_Care_Resource_Allocation_-_Master_List.pdf
https://studio.edx.org/c4x/GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/asset/Health_Care_Resource_Allocation_-_Age_Based_Priority_Grid.pdf


tweeting @BioethicsMOOC, or sharing on our Facebook page.

We can't wait to hear from you.

https://twitter.com/BioethicsMOOC
https://www.facebook.com/KennedyInstituteofEthics/

