
Yes, I have contributed to at least one discussion question.

DISCUSSION PARTICIPATION  (3 points possible)

Have you contributed to at least one of the discussion questions for this unit?

Check

True

False

Question 1    

QUESTION 1  (1 point possible)

(click one answer)

The ethics of enhancement is an issue that has only arisen recently, with the rapid

development of medical technologies.
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Question 2    

QUESTION 2  (1 point possible)

(click one answer)

Professor Little considers how an understanding of medicine’s telos can influence

conclusions about the appropriateness of enhancements. Which of the following best

describes the meaning of telos?
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Limits or boundaries

Skills or excellence

Methods or means

Purpose or end
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Infectious disease spreads through a population in spite of medicine’s best

efforts.

Diseases are acquired at a hospital setting or doctor’s office.

The availability of a treatment turns what had been acceptable into a

pathology to be fixed.

We tend to get sick more often as we get older.

Question 3    

QUESTION 3  (2 points possible)

(click one answer)

“Disease creep” is best described as happening when:
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Question 4    

QUESTION 4  (2 points possible)

(click all correct answers)

Which of the following best describe(s) the worry that expanded access to enhancements

might increase exploitation?
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People will be manipulated into focusing on short-term benefits and ignoring

long-term risks.

It increases the prospect that vulnerable employees, like sweatshop workers,

would be forced to use enhancements so they can work even longer hours.

Biotech corporations will take advantage of scientific ignorance, getting us to

enhance rather than spend money on treating disease.

Only the very wealthy may have financial access to some enhancements,

widening pre-existing inequalities and increasing vulnerability.
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is unnatural.

requires other athletes to take on unwanted risks in order to be competitive.

allows some players to win without as much effort as they would otherwise

require.

may have changed the telos of the sport in problematic ways.

Question 5    

QUESTION 5  (2 points possible)

(click all correct answers)

When athletes take PEDs that are explicitly banned, they are acting immorally in part

because of the deception and violations of trust. Given what Professor Little says, it might

also be wrong because it:
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You are likely mistaken about the risk only being minor and should defer to the

governing body of the sport for risk assessment.

You are likely mistaken about the effectiveness of the steroid, as it is unlikely

to actually help your tennis game.

If you are allowed to take it, your competitor will be forced to do the same. But

if that happens, you will be forced to take a more major steroid with more risk

that you aren’t willing to accept.

If you are allowed to take it, you will get hooked.

QUESTION 6  (2 points possible)

(click one answer)

Imagine you are a tennis player looking to improve your game. You’ve done some

research and know that taking a certain steroid is likely to help. It comes with minor risk,

which you are willing to accept. Why, nonetheless, might it be better for you, in your own

judgment, to have that option off the table (even without considering issues of unfairness

or the harm it might to do your competitors)?
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equality is rarely achievable, so it shouldn’t be our main focus.

equality can be achieved by bringing everyone else down to the level of the

worst off.

in the end, not everybody deserves an equal share.

Question 7    

QUESTION 7  (2 points possible)

(click one answer)

The Leveling Down objection raises problems for views that place too much emphasis on

the intrinsic value of equal distribution because:

 EDIT

https://studio.edx.org/container/i4x://GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/vertical/a45183e808cf4738bb34594eabaa0f44#
https://studio.edx.org/container/i4x://GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/vertical/a45183e808cf4738bb34594eabaa0f44#
https://studio.edx.org/container/i4x://GeorgetownX/phlx101-01/vertical/a45183e808cf4738bb34594eabaa0f44#


our resources are so scarce, not everyone can realistically achieve an equal

level.
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Bioconservatives

Transhumanists

Both

Question 8    

QUESTION 8  (1 point possible)

(click one answer)

Perfect pitch is a rare ability to identify or re-create a musical note without the benefit of a

reference tone. If we could develop an extremely inexpensive gene therapy that gave

everyone the ability to have perfect pitch what group(s) might object to doing so?
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too risky, so we must avoid them.

intrinsically morally problematic, so we must avoid them.

Question 9    

QUESTION 9  (2 points possible)

(click one answer)

Which statement best represents the bioconservative position? Alterations to the human

genome with an eye towards enhancement are:
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contrary to the telos of medicine, so we must avoid them.

incompatible with equality and social justice, so we must avoid them.

Final Check  Save  You have used 0 of 1 submissions

permissible because human nature is a work in progress.

obligatory because there are potential benefits and no possible risks.

obligatory because they are the only way to achieve social equality.

impermissible because they are too risky.

Question 10    

QUESTION 10  (2 points possible)

(click one answer)

Which statement best represents the transhumanist position? Alterations to the human

genome with an eye towards enhancement are:
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