
Explore More · Disability

We've organized some further materials by topic, so you can easily follow up on particular issues

or events of interest from this unit.

DISABILITY: OVERVIEW

Review the U.S. International Council on Disabilities (USICD)'s Global Disability Rights

Library (GDRL) for a wealth of information.

Read the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the July 26, 1990, legislation that prohibits

discrimination and requires that persons with disabilities have the same opportunities as

everyone else.

THE EXPRESSIVIST ARGUMENT

Check out this philosophy article on the debate over the expressivist argument. Author

Carolyn Gonter defends it; whether you agree or not, it’s a great presentation of the debate and

its key participants. ("The Expressivist Argument, Prenatal Testing, and Selective Abortion: An

Appeal to the Social Construction of Disability," Macalester Journal of Philosophy 13 (1): article

3, 2004.)

SELECTING FOR DISABILITY

Read this account of a lesbian couple [who] creates a child who is deaf like them (M.

Spriggs, Journal of Medical Ethics 28 (5), 2002).

You can see a transcript of an online discussion forum about this casewith author Liza Mundy,

who published a Washington Post Magazine article about it in April of 2002.

Want some more philosophy? Check out this great book chapter on selecting for disability, with

a special focus on the paradox of harm(Stephen Wilkinson & Eve Garrard, "Choosing

Disability," in Eugenics and the Ethics of Selective Reproduction, pp. 18-26, Keele University,

UK, 2013).

Bioethicist-lawyer Dena Davis argues that parental desire to bring a child with disabilities into
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http://www.usicd.org/index.cfm/global-disability-rights-library
http://www.ada.gov/ada_intro.htm
http://digitalcommons.macalester.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1028&context=philo
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http://www.keele.ac.uk/media/keeleuniversity/ri/risocsci/eugenics2013/Choosing%20Disability%20Low%20Res.pdf


existence should not be seen as a clash between the principle of respect for autonomy and the

principle of beneficence.  Rather, she argues, this choice should be seen as a conflict between

parental autonomy and the child's right to an open future.

NEURODIVERSITY

This heartfelt article by a physician and mother of a son with autism is a thought-provoking

exploration of neurodiversity. (Christina Nicolaidis, "What Can Physicians Learn from the

Neurodiversity Movement?" Virtual Mentor, June 2012, 14(6): 503-510).

PODCASTS ON DISABILITY

In this Radio Lab Podcast about Words, a 27-year-old deaf man learns about language and

words for the first time. (Features other stories about loss of language due to cerebral

hemorrhage, and a new deaf language!)

This monthly talk show from the BBC by an award-winning team ofdisabled journalists (Rob

Crossan and Kate Monaghan) goes behind the headlines of disability news and isn't afraid to

ask challenging questions.

DISABILITY & END OF LIFE

Philosophers Mayo and Gunderson argue that one step toward true respect for persons with

disabilities is to believe that these persons sometimes can decide authentically to end their

lives. [Access to the full-text of this article from the Hastings Center Report is provided through

generous agreement with The Hastings Center and its publisher collaborator, Wiley.]

William Peace has lived long-term with quadriplegia.  His troubling personal essay reminds us

that persons living with disability may feel pressure to seek comfort care only rather than

treatment from others—even healthcare professionals—who cannot fathom life with a disability.

[Access to the full-text of this article from the Hastings Center Report is provided through

generous agreement with The Hastings Center and its publisher collaborator, Wiley.]
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