
FAQ: Grading

» Skip this section and head right to Week 1 if you're auditing the class!

QUESTION TYPES

There are three types of quiz questions:

The Discussion Participation Question is the first one you will see. It asks you to indicate

whether you answered at least one of the discussion questions within the unit.  Discussion is

important, so this is worth 3 points if you did participate.

Single Answer Questions are questions that have only one right answer. You'll see the phrase

"click one correct answer" for these.  You have one chance to answer these questions correctly

(which is why you'll see the notation “You have used 0 of 1 submissions” when you first look at the

question).

Multiple Answer Questions are questions that have more than one right answer. You'll see the

phrase "click all correct answers" for these. Click as many of the possible answers as you think

answer the question correctly. You have two chances to answer these questions correctly (which is

why you'll see the notation “You have used 0 of 2 submissions” when you first look at the question).

You don't get partial credit for answering some but not all of the correct answers — which is why

you get two chances!

» Best Practice: it's best not to hit "check" on multiple answer questions until you have completely

finished responding. Each time you click on “check,” you will be using one of your attempts.

Three of the units (Patient Autonomy – Week 1, Health Care Allocation – Week 3, Euthanasia –

Week 5) also contain a poll question which lets you share your thoughts with others and see what

the rest of the class thinks!

QUESTION POINTS & GOALS

The MOOC team wrote questions with several goals in mind.

Discussion Prompts – to help you think about, express, and discuss your thoughts and views on



various bioethics issues, and to learn about the thoughts and views of others on these issues.

 These are valuable in their own right -- talking together is how bioethics makes progress.  If you

are going for a certificate, you also can earn 3 points in the unit quiz if you can confirm that you

participated in at least one discussion prompt in that unit.  (You can only obtain 3 discussion points

per unit, even if you participated in more discussion prompts.)

How long should discussion posts be to be in the spirit of those 3 points?  It's really about trying to

be thoughtful!  Don't worry about length -- but about honest reflection.  And don't forget:  practice

civility.  It's an ethics course, after all.

Poll Questions – to help you quickly see the range of thinking among the MOOC students on a

topic – these are not graded.

Check Understanding Questions – to help you check your understanding of material – these

are worth 1 point.

Think Questions – to help you think more about the material – these are worth 2 points.

Question Goals Question Points

Check Understanding 1 point

Think 2 points

Discussion 3 points

Polls Not Graded


