Syllabus
This isn't a traditional course, so we haven't put together a traditional syllabus. However, as with a
traditional course, the course was designed with very specific goals or learning objectives in
mind.
Students who complete the course will have done work designed to develop the following:
understanding of core philosophy concepts in bioethics such as dignity and autonomy;
understanding of key bioethics concepts such as informed consent and medical futility;
scientific literacy around core bioethics topics such as cloning, abortion, and euthanasia;
historical literacy around important cases and developments in the field of bioethics;
a capacity for reflective, respectful engagement with others on polarizing issues.

The syllabus has been added to this document. Please scroll down to page 2 to view it
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WHO IS THIS COURSE FOR?

WHAT IS BIOETHICS, ANYWAY?

Designed to introduce students to
the range of issues that define
bioethics, this course should be of
interest to undergraduates, health
care professionals, policy makers,
and anyone interested in
philosophy or ethics.

In virtue of being embodied creatures, and the
specific kind of biological creatures we are, we
face particular kinds of moral challenges: we are
vulnerable to disease; we give birth; we die. We
are profoundly dependent on one another, and
live in a world of profoundly limited resources. We
are tool-users; we use technology—and culture—
to shape our own biology, to extend life,
challenge our biological limits, manipulate our
bodies and our planet. All of these generate
ethical questions, and the attempt to grapple
with these questions is what we call bioethics.
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WHAT WILL WE TALK ABOUT?

”

—KIE DIRECTOR MAGGIE LITTLE
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We’ll explore some of the most
difficult—and fascinating—moral
challenges we face in health,
medicine, and emerging tech.
Should we clone humans? Who
owns our DNA? How much control
should we have over how and
when we die? When does medical
treatment turn into enhancement—
and should we care? Is rationing
health care good, bad, necessary—
or all of the above?
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HOW LONG DOES IT RUN?
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This six-week course launches on
April 15th, and new content is
released each week thereafter.
Discussion boards will close on 15
June 2014. All course materials will
be available until 31 August 2014.
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CAN I GET A CERTIFICATE?
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Students who achieve a passing
grade by earning a score of 75% or
higher on all graded material can
earn a certificate of completion,
issued by edX under the name of
GeorgetownX. Students have until
15 June 2014 to complete the
course for a certificate.
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ARE THERE OFFICE HOURS?

Seven professors have teamed up
to teach this course, all senior
research scholars at Georgetown’s
Kennedy Institute of Ethics.
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Students can submit and vote on
questions related to that week’s
content in a special forum. Faculty
and course fellows will reply to
selected questions each week.

elsewhere
in the

course
DISCUSSION BOARD
On the discussion board, you’ll
find categories for
introductions and technical
queries, as well as a running list
of all discussions taking place
within course units on a
particular topic.

COURSE WIKI
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The course wiki is the place
where you tell us how we can
make the course even better in
the future, by sharing
culturally-relevant details about
each week’s topics, or offering
general suggestions for
content and user experience.
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READINGS
Course readings will come in a
variety of formats: links to
articles or documentaries offsite, on-site read-only PDFs,
and so on. The readings tab on
the course houses read-only
PDFs for some readings.
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PROGRESS

The progress tab lets those
who are interested in earning a
certificate of completion know
what their current completion
level (including percentage
correct) looks like.

THE HONOR CODE
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Students enrolled in this GeorgetownX
MOOC are expected to abide by the spirit
of the Georgetown University Honor
pledge: to be honest in every academic
endeavor, and to conduct themselves
honorably as a responsible member of the
GeorgetownX community.

Just for fun, we’ve invited all
participants to drop a pin on
our interactive course map. It’s
a great way to see how many
other users might hail from
your part of the world — and
how many do not!
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