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Introduction

An essential feature of the distinction between colleges and 

universities is the support of research as well as graduate and pro

fessional education. In these respects, Catholic universities have lagged 

noticeably behind the premier institutions in this country. With few 

exceptions, their contributions to scholarly research and the preparation 

of scholars have become significant only in the last quarter of a century.

Even now, only slightly more than a dozen Catholic universities would, on. 

close scrutiny, qualify as true universities rather than extended colleges.

This is understandable given the history of Catholic universities in 

the United States and the populations they have served so well. It is 

paradoxical, however, when we recall that research and graduate studies 

had their origins in the Western world under Catholic auspices in the 

medieval universities. Unfortunately, Catholic universities are beginning to 

hit their stride as research institutions at a time when graduate work and 

research are suffering malaise in our country. Many of our best established 

secular and private universities are reassessing and reducing their commitments 

to these endeavors.
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What then should be the stance of Catholic universities and the 

Church? Should we compete in what is an increasingly costly enterprise?

Or is it wiser to leave the designation of "research universities" to 

the prestigious private and state institutions? Are research and graduate 

studies, after all, essential to the Church's mission in higher education?

I would like to examine these questions under three headings: 1)

What is the actual state of graduate education and research in Catholic 

institutions in this country today? 2) What justification is there for 

Catholic institutions to retain and expand their graduate and research 

efforts? and 3) What role might FADICA play in the future of graduate 

education and research? Before addressing these questions, a few delimi

tations of my subject are in order.

First, I shall limit my use of the term "graduate education" to the 

Ph.D. program aimed at training scholars, research scientists, and 

future faculty members. While there is continuing growth of "graduate" 

programs preparing for the master's degree in a variety of professional 

fields, I will exclude these from consideration. I see these primarily 

as post-baccalaureate credentialling education. They are usually self- 

supporting. Their existence does not transform a college into a university. 

Even master's degrees in the basic disciplines* are insufficient in this 

respect unless such degrees are required for advancement to the doctoral 

level.

Catholic colleges should continue to meet the important need for 

master's degree programs. Their importance for the education of middle- 

level professionals is undeniable. But my concern today is with the 

intellectual and academic presence of Catholic universities among the

* I will use "basic disciplines" to designate the arts, sciences and 
social sciences studied for themselves and not applied to particular 
professions or technologies.
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"research universities" - a presence impossible without Ph.D. programs in 

the basic disciplines.

I will include those professional doctorates which have a research component 

comparable to the Ph.D. These have been essential to the life of universities 

from their very beginning. Indeed, faculties of law, medicine, and theology 

were at the very heart of the intellectual life of the earliest universities. 

These fields also are characterized by significant research efforts, of a 

fundamental as well as an applied variety.

I) Current state of research and graduate education

Catholic universities as a group are late-comers in research and graduate 

education as I have defined it. The first Ph.D. was granted in our 

country at Yale in 1861, followed by Pennsylvania in 1870, Harvard in 

1873, and Columbia in 1875. (1) (2) Indeed, these colleges only became 

universities when they entered the field of doctoral education. By 

1890 there were 2300 students pursuing doctoral degrees in the United 

States.( 3 )

Four institutions were established in the late 19th century from 

the beginning as universities with primary emphasis on graduate education:
(4 )

Johns Hopkins, Clark, Catholic, and Chicago in that order. In 1900

the Association of American Universities was founded to bring together

those institutions then involved in graduate education. It now includes

50 institutions. Only one Catholic institution is among them - The

Catholic University of America, which was one of the charter members.

Since 1900 the number of institutions entering the field of graduate

education has expanded enormously. By 1950, 60,000 master's and 7000

doctorates were conferred.( 5 )  Today, some 400 institutions grant
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doctoral degrees. Despite this exponential growth, of the 240 Catholic 

colleges and universities, only 18 grant doctoral degrees. Of this number, 

only 8 schools grant degrees in more than a dozen fields while the remaining 

10 grant degrees in fewer than 5 fields.(6)

The universities granting the largest number of Ph.D's ranked in the 

following order: The Catholic University of America, Notre Dame, St. Louis,

Georgetown, Boston College, Loyola, and Fordham.( 7 )  Quantitatively then, 

genuine Catholic universities are few in number and the number and kind of 

graduate degrees they offer are limited.

It is more difficult to arrive at assessments of the quality of graduate 

education in Catholic universities. In 1964, and 1980, the American Council 

on Education did publish two rather controversial reports. They were

based entirely on peer opinions drawn from faculty members on a national basis 

In addition, the fields in which Catholic scholars have traditionally excelled 

like religion, theology, patristic studies, and biblical languages were not 

included.

Given these limitations, however, it is worthy of note that of 18 types 

of professional schools evaluated, only one in a Catholic institution ranked in 

the first ten. (The School of Nursing of The Catholic University of America). 

In the basic disciplines as I have defined them in this essay, none were in 

the top ten and a disappointingly small number made a "good" or "adequate" 

rating.

Catholic colleges and universities do not rank impressively by the usual 

criteria for judging academic excellence and productivity. For example:

Faculty members with doctorates from Catholic universities are under

represented in the first-line academic departments in chairmanships, in 

research awards, Nobel prizes and in total scholarly output. These 

results are in part explicable by the historical situation of Catholic
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universities. (10) They do not indicate an innate deficiency of Catholic 

education which some of our critics are too eager to attribute to us.

Whatever the cause, the facts are clear - we are not represented in 

the intellectual, scholarly, and artistic world in proportion to our 

numbers. Rather than seeking excuses, or despairing, we must recognize 

that we do not as yet have in America Catholic universities that can 

rank with the best state and private institutions by the usual criteria 

for academic excellence. Catholic scholars of repute are often attracted 

away because of greater prestige or financial residuals. There are, of 

course, centers of excellent scholarship and superb scholars, particularly 

in disciplines like philosophy and theology. But on the whole, even our 

best Catholic universities do not match the standard of performance of 

the best private and state supported universities. We have been on the 

way to catching up and several of our institutions are poised for entry 

into the first rank.

What is distressing is that Catholic universities must catch up and move 

ahead just when the period of unprecedented growth in research and graduate 

education seems to be coming to an end in this country. Even the most 

prestigious programs in the basic disciplines are suffering a decline in 

graduate enrollments; there is a shift of many of the best students towards the 

professions; federal support for research as well as for fellowships and 

post-doctoral study is declining. The inherent costliness of graduate 

education is a problem for even the best endowed institutions. Graduate 

education demands low student-faculty ratios, large investments in equipment 

and library acquisitions, as well as faculty and student stipends that must 

keep up with inflation and the competition of professional education. As the number 

of full-time graduate students decrease nationally there is increasing pressure 

for part-time graduate education usually for purposes of professional credential

ling. Masters and doctoral programs in professional fields are expanding at the 

expense of graduate education in the basic university disciplines.
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As a result the signs of retrenchment are already visible on the 

national scene - graduate programs are being discontinued; others consolidated, 

and still others continued through consortial agreements among groups of 

universities. State Boards of Education are severely limiting the 

growth of Ph.D. programs, the established as well as the new ones. The 

likelihood of some national policy of consolidation and selective governmental 

support is growing. Harrison Shull suggests that our nation may need 

only one research university for each two million people - 110 for the 

entire country, not the 400 now giving Ph.D. degrees. He also

suggests a federal program to support 50 centers of research excellence, 

one in each state, presumably leaving the other 60 to be supported in 

part by private and public funds.

In this setting of beleaguerement, retrenchment and consolidation, 

Catholic universities are extremely vulnerable. They have only recently 

and barely become true universities, and have done so in barely more 

than a half-dozen institutions. In any national program like the one 

proposed by Shull, they would be unlikely to be chosen as centers of 

excellence for governmental support. This is a time for realism.

Illusions about the quality of their programs is especially perilous to 

Catholic universities. Running hard just to stay in place is an expensive 

and self-defeating way to maintain the illusion of being a research or 

graduate institution.

The alternatives are limited and difficult to choose among: 

should we leave research, graduate education, and the preparation of 

scholars to established research universities under public or secular 

offices? Should we permit our efforts to erode slowly in passive response 

to the current trends? Or, should a more vigorous, planned and concerted 

effort be made to place some Catholic universities among the limited 

number of research universities that will survive into the future?
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We must address directly the question of the pertinence of research 

and graduate education to the mission of Catholic universities. Clearly, 

if these activities do not advance that mission, it would be hard to 

justify their continuance at the expense of other commitments. The 

support of the nation's Catholics, so necessary for any substantial 

effort in the years ahead, will not be forthcoming unless the articulation 

of research with the Church's mission in the world is clearly elucidated.

I believe unequivocally that research and graduate education are 

indispensable to the unique intellectual ministry of Catholic universities, 

that this ministry is crucial to the future of a democratic society and 

that without it our culture will be impoverished and totally secularized.

I believe, therefore, that some limited number of Catholic universities 

must expand the number and quality of their graduate endeavors and take 

their place with the foremost research universities in the world. The 

reasons for this assertion constitute the second major point today.

II. The necessity of research in Catholic universities

Since at least the days of the monastic schools, the Church has 

pursued learning and scholarship as good in themselves because the love 

of learning uncovers the desire for God. This conviction inspired the 

immense intellectual contributions of the universities in the medieval 

world. It flourishes even in secular universities though in a more 

inchoate form. In the words of the Council on the Church in the modern 

world: "Whoever labors to penetrate the secrets of reality with a

humble and steady mind is being led by the hand of God, even if he 

remains unaware of it." Pope John-Paul II echoed these words in his
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address to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences: "I would like to confirm

again the Council declaration of the autonomy of science in its function

of searching for the truth inscribed during the creation by the finger

of God."( 1 2 ) To expand man's knowledge of the whole of God's creation

is a good in which Catholics should participate since it deepens faith

in, and knowledge of, God himself.

The place specifically ordained for expanding that knowledge is the

university. "..I will never tire of insisting on the eminent role of

the university which is to instruct but also to be a place of scientific

research... No university can deserve the rightful esteem of the world

of learning unless it applies the highest standards of scientific research

constantly updating its methods and working instruments, and unless it

excels in seriousness, and therefore in freedom of investigation."(13)

It is intrinsic then to the mission of a Catholic university not only to 

preserve and transmit what is already known but to validate, correct and 

add to it by constant study and research.

Today that obligation is an urgent necessity. For one thing, the 

contest for mens' minds has never been more intense. That contest is 

waged in the realm of ideas and values which shape the behavior not just 

of the intellectual but of all men. Ideas insinuate themselves today 

into every man's consciousness through the electronic media. Most 

people and most Catholics are unfamiliar with the details of what Darwin, 

Freud, Marx, Mendel, Einstein taught but the concepts of evolution, 

psychoanalysis, socialism, genetics, and relativity are used analogically 

to color our moral viewpoints.
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If Catholic universities are to evangelize the whole of culture as 

Pope John-Paul II has asked, they must engage all the major ideas of our 

times - analytically and critically, with intellectual rigor and credibility.

The church therefore needs scholars of the very first rank who can 

themselves add new knowledge and evaluate it in the light of what faith 

and tradition teach.

At a minimum, Catholic universities must of course engage in research

into studies specifically Catholic - in all branches of theology, philosophy,

church history, canon law, biblical scholarship, and archaeology, for

example. Here the enrichment of the Church's teaching is direct and

unequivocal. But specifically ecclesiastical studies cannot be properly

cultivated in isolation. Divine and human sciences intersect at too

many points; they need each other if men and women are to comprehend

more fully the glory and complexity of God's creations.

Serious errors have resulted in the past from the Church's isolation

from the human sciences. Moreover the criticism of contemporary culture -

a task Ortega Y Gasset assigned to all universities - is creditable

only if it has a secure foundation in fact.(14) Today, the rate of

emergence of new facts demands constant assessment if the Church's own

teachings are to be pertinent to man's most important decisions. Such

things as in-vitro fertilization, recombinant DNA research, theories

about the origin of the universe or Wilsonean sociobiology pose challenges

which cannot safely be ignored. Inevitably they creep into everyman's jargon and

consciousness and transform them.

Pope John-Paul II has said clearly that "Fundamental science is a

universal good that all people must be able to cultivate in complete

freedom from every form of international servitude or intellectual 

colonialism,"( 1 5) This is not the statement of a man or a church fearful
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of new knowledge or unappreciative of its importance. Catholic universities 

therefore have obligations to engage in research, to prepare researchers 

and thereby to provide the means for a dialogue with all human culture 

and an authentic witness of the Judaeo-Christian tradition in a pluralistic 

world society.

These same principles apply and with equal urgency to professional 

studies. There is an unfortunate tendency among Catholic educators to 

depreciate the importance of professional education in the mission of 

Catholic universities. This is a serious error in a technologic society 

where professionals so often make those value decisions that affect the 

lives of individuals and society. Physicians, lawyers, and engineers 

control the uses to which technology is put and their decisions can 

shape what is the good life for all of us. We have only to think of 

such examples as abortion and euthanasia, genetic engineering, nuclear 

power, or pollution to comprehend the importance of the Christian view 

of man and his destiny in the education of tomorrow's technologists and 

professionals. John-Paul II perceived this clearly when he said:

"Applied science must be allied with conscience so that through the 

triad science-technology-conscience, the true good of humanity will be 

served." (16)

All universities find it imperative today to teach ethics and 

values in their professional schools. This is an inescapable obligation 

of Catholic universities. For Catholic universities to abandon professional 

education is to miss one of the most significant opportunities to fuse 

faith and culture in the persons of their graduates, and therefore, in 

the society those graduates will shape.
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But teaching Catholic and Christian humanism and its values is not 

sufficient. Continuing research into the philosophical and moral questions 

arising in the application of new knowledge and technology is also mandatory. 

Christian scholars must be more vigorous in framing the questions and setting 

the conditions of proof. Too often, they have been passive and defensive 

participants forced to respond to the initiatives of the secular humanist.

Professional schools cannot qualify as university components unless 

they engage in research and unless they cultivate the university disciplines 

basic to their practice. They must interact with the arts and sciences around 

the fundamental questions which inevitably arise in trying to solve practical 

problems. Schools of social service, for example, need sociologists and 

psychologists; schools of law need philosophers and historians; schools of 

engineering need sociologists, psychologists, and philosophers.

In Catholic universities, the closest interaction with theological and 

philosophical studies is mandatory, yet they are poorly developed on the whole. 

This rich and unique version of intellectual activity is an opportunity that 

few universities have grasped. Catholic professional and graduate education 

as well as research should be conducted not only in the light of moral and 

value imperatives but also in the light of revelation. The message of the 

Gospels and the facts of creation and redemption have altered every fibre of 

human existence and their impact is felt in every branch of human knowledge.

One of the more vexing questions in all of this is what precisely 

constitutes a Catholic law, medical, or engineering school? Simply adding 

courses in ethics will not effect the transformation that can distinguish 

Catholic from non-Catholic professional schools. There is a minimum of 31 

Catholic universities out of 223 with at least one separate professional 

school. So the question is more than trivial. Many seem to be only nominally 

Catholic or somewhat euphemistically call themselves "under Catholic auspices."
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The problem is difficult not only conceptually but practically 

since students and faculty in professional schools are often non-Catholics. 

Even some Catholic faculty members see too clear a Catholic identification 

as antithetical to the autonomy they desire in research and teaching.

No Catholic medical school, for example, has explicitly undertaken the 

mission of educating the Christian and Catholic physician as its major 

assignment.(18) These problems are most graphically illustrated in 

medical education but in varying degrees they plague schools of nursing, 

law, engineering, business, and social services as well.

From the foregoing we must conclude that research, graduate and 

professional education are vital to the mission of Catholic universities 

in the contemporary world. They must be supported and, indeed, expanded, 

even at a time when most universities must think of retrenchment. Given 

the peculiar history of Catholic universities in America, and the fact 

that research and graduate education are still inadequately developed 

among them, how is the future to be approached?

This is a question meriting an essay of its own. I would, for our 

purposes today, simply like to indicate some principles that must guide 

our choices in the years immediately ahead.

First, we must acknowledge the actual state of our accomplishments 

and avoid illusions about quality. We must have the same commitment to 

academic quality and pursuit of truth as the first rank of research 

universities. This does not mean that we also mimic their secular 

values or rather their value-neutral stances. Intellectual rigor is not 

the exclusive property of secular humanists. It is hardly necessary to 

iterate that faith and reason are not incompatible. If they were, there 

would be scant justification for Catholic universities.
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Any effort to move into the first rank must be tempered by an 

economy of pretensions. It is completely unrealistic to expect Catholic 

universities to mount significant programs in so-called "big science" - 

high energy physics, for example. The costs for equipment, technical 

assistance and operation are of such a magnitude that only government 

support can sustain them. This is not however to depreciate the research 

in the physical and natural sciences. Without them it is impossible to 

have a university. The isolation of the Church from science is especially 

perilous in a world in which science dominates our thinking, our world 

view, and our values. Selective excellence in the big sciences does not 

necessarily invoke the expenditures required of "big science." The more 

theoretical aspects of chemistry, biology, and physics are especially to 

be encouraged.

Second, it is abundantly clear, the limitations of our resources being 

what they are, only a small number of our universities can become first rank 

research and graduate institutions. At present, as noted above, only 18 

Catholic universities grant doctoral degrees and less than a dozen do so in 

more than a small handful of fields. Realistically, less than 10 of these 

institutions can ever hope to catch up, much less keep pace with the premier 

research institutions. The resources of the Catholic community must be 

marshalled to concentrate and optimize the research efforts of those few 

universities whose present accomplishments offer promise of success.

This means that some concerted planning on a national scale is a 

necessity. Doctoral and research programs must be consolidated, duplication 

avoided, regional consortia formed and some common agreement arrived at 

about which universities can best become centers of research and graduate
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education and how they can complement and supplement their sister institu

tions. This demands something unprecedented among Catholic institutions - a 

coordinated and cooperative plan that transcends institutional interest 

in the interest of a greater impact of Catholic thought on our culture and 

times.

The obstacles are all too obvious - historical rivalries, alumni 

loyalties, different degrees of financial stability, sponsorship by different 

religious orders or dioceses, faculty and community pride, and self-interests. 

The alternatives to cooperative efforts are increasingly obvious - one or 

two Catholic universities might survive as graduate institutions of quality 

but they would be insufficient to guarantee the place of Catholic thinking 

at the frontiers of scholarship. The other institutions could not hope even 

for mediocrity, but would face gradual erosion in all but the professional 

fields.

The many mechanisms required to arrive at a plan on a national scale 

cannot be enumerated here. Unlikely as the possibility may seem now, the 

advantages of such a plan are sufficiently attractive, and the exigencies 

of the status quo so uninviting that some progress may be expected in the 

next decade. A well-designed plan could marshal the imagination and support 

of United States Catholics. Catholics are now educated, sophisticated, and 

affluent enough to respond to a clear call for an academic presence among 

the world's most prestigious universities.

III) Some suggestions for Catholic foundations

It would be unrealistic and inappropriate to expect Catholic foundations 

to provide the major funding for a quantum leap of the kind required in the 

years ahead. The major sources of funding will continue to be the same
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ones available to other universities - competitive research proposals to 

foundations and governmental agencies, private donations and endowments.

Only one Catholic university at present (Notre Dame) has the kind of endowment 

that might support graduate education.

FADICA and Catholic foundations in general should concentrate on a 

selective and facilitative role pinpointed to measures that will expand 

the potential of our most promising institutions most effectively. A co

operative effort among foundations is as crucial as it is among universities 

since no foundation has the resources to do the whole job.

The present policy of supporting individual projects is very helpful 

but only in the short-term and to individual institutions. It does not 

advance the common cause of research and graduate education very effectively. 

Even when the projects are of high quality they are islands of excellence 

which do not enhance the research capabilities of whole institutions - and 

that is what is needed most. Foundation support needs to be tailored 

specifically to enable those few institutions now poised for emergence 

as research institutions to do so.

For the sake of discussion I would like to suggest a few examples of 

measures that might be effective, not necessarily in order of importance 

of priority.

A first step could be to tackle the thorny question of coordination 

and cooperation. FADICA might support a Commission to propose a plan for 

optimal development of the research and graduate training capabilities of 

Catholic universities. This would be a bold venture since such a plan would 

for the first time look at our Catholic colleges and universities as a
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common resource for the whole Church. Properly staffed and with a properly 

chosen membership, such a committee could easily finish its work in two 

years. It might function under direct auspices of a steering committee of 

FADICA or the ACCU.

Membership and the charge to the Commission should transcend historical 

feuds, institutional pride and special interests. Perhaps this is best 

achieved if some of the members are chosen from major research institutions 

from outside Catholic academia and others from the educated Catholic public 

not directly involved with education. The central issue is one of optimal use 

of resources not what subjects should be pursued in research. What is 

needed is not so much professional academic expertise as a broad understanding 

of intellectual issues and the mechanisms for optimal deployment of limited 

resources. Everyone on such a commission must respect the quality and 

integrity of the investigator and scientist without losing the capacity for 

critical assessment of their work.

An important focus for foundation support would be on the human resources 

faculty and students - required in first-rate research institutions. Here 

the emphasis could be on "closing the gap" - bringing faculty salaries and 

stipends for graduate students into the competitive range. Catholic 

university salaries often are well below what the best institutions will 

offer the most gifted faculty and students. Money and emoluments do make a 

difference in their recruitment. The market for the best minds promises to 

be more competitive in the future as the supply of new Ph.D.s dwindles.

Catholic foundations cannot undertake the full cost of new faculty 

members. Nor should they fund the simple expansion of graduate enrollments. 

The emphasis must be on selective recruitment of a small number of the most
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capable scholars. A reasonable way to effect this is to provide supple

mentation to the university base salaries. In this way the university 

makes a commitment as well as the foundations. Salary and stipend supple

mentation over, let us say, a five-year period would permit an institution 

to add a significant number of top-flight people and enhance its capabilities 

materially. By supplementing salaries rather than supporting them fully, 

limited foundation resources can go much further.

An alternate way to upgrade the human resources of a few key institu

tions is to establish a few very prestigious chairs designed for the 

world's outstanding scholars. These would provide the kind of support 

ordinarily derived from endowments assuring a competitive salary, as well as 

secretarial and technical assistance, and would provide the kind of commitment 

necessary to attract distinguished scholars. A few strategically situated 

senior scholars of worldwide reputation would do a great deal to change 

the image of our institutions and to attract younger scholars of high 

promise.

Alternatively, support might be made available for improvement of 

the support services so vital to serious research and scholarship. Here 

I would single out equipment, library acquisitions, establishment of special 

laboratories. All universities are suffering from the erosion of governmental 

and foundation support for these items. Indeed, we are as a nation confronted 

with serious obsolescence of the laboratories, equipment and libraries crucial 

to first-rate research. So serious is this obsolescence that some of our 

best scientists are envious and tempted by the superiority of European and 

Japanese research facilities. The costs of remedying this deficiency are 

beyond the capabilities of foundations, Catholic or otherwise. Highly



- 18 -

concentrated, highly selective, grants might assist one or two institutions 

to make short-term gains but the problem is too large for solution 

without governmental assistance.

One important area of research in need of encouragement in Catholic 

universities is that related to issues of current concern to the institutional 

church - problems related to family life, youth, professional and biomedical 

ethics, human rights, and Church-state relationships, for example. If 

Catholics generally are to understand and support research and graduate 

education they will want to see some linkage between the capabilities of 

Catholic universities and the needs of hierarchy and Church agencies.

There is currently in operation a preliminary program of cooperation

involving some 17 of the Catholic universities engaged in research. (19) 

These efforts need to be expanded and made more effective. A reorganization 

is now underway which would establish a permanent secretariat to act as 

liaison between university researchers, the National Conference of 

Bishops and other Church agencies. This secretariat would identify 

issues and problems of common interest and match them with the research 

capabilities and interests of each of the participating universities.

The first steps can thus be taken towards harnessing some of the resources 

of our universities more directly for the benefit of the Church. Here 

is another opportunity, through matching grant, for FADICA to encourage the 

research capabilities of our universities and the cooperative endeavors 

that will become mandatory in the years ahead. Details of this new plan 

have been developed and 7 universities are committed to support the effort.

1:1 matching may well be sought in the near future.

These are modest suggestions - really only examples - of ways Catholic
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foundations can supplement and complement university and other research 

funds to assist the Catholic university community. Given the present 

state of funding for university research in the United States, these measures 

could prove decisive provided they are applied selectively and not in the 

hope of giving something to everyone.

Perhaps the easiest, most useful first step would be to establish 

the Commission on research and graduate education to which I alluded 

earlier. We need a realistic assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of 

our Catholic universities as research institutions. This might be a 

prelude to the even larger need to assess the whole of the Church's efforts 

in higher education. With more than 200 colleges and universities, Catholics 

support an enormous academic resource. That resource has yet to be used 

optimally to advance the special ministry of the Church in the intellectual 

and cultural domains. The ideals of a Catholic university as delineated 

so powerfully by Cardinal Newman, and more than 100 years later by John-Paul 

II, are yet to be realized.

In the realization of those ideals, research, graduate and professional 

education play highly significant roles. We must meet the challenge to 

move some of our universities into the first rank as true research univer

sities. We must do so despite the fact that Catholic universities are 

recent arrivals on the research scene and the fact that the times are 

unpropitious. Through better appreciation of the importance of research, 

better support by the nation's Catholics for the whole effort will be 

forthcoming. Catholic universities and colleges must be instruments in 

shaping the life, thought and values of our times. In that effort, Catholic 

foundations working together, can do much if their efforts are pinpointed to 

enable the church to use its academic resources more effectively to acquire 

new knowledge, prepare teachers and investigators and thus fuse science, 

scholarship and faith for the good of all people.
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